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Yes we do!

 

• Turkey & Greece 
 

• Boutique Mediterranean &  
Adriatic Cruises 
 

• Morocco, Oman, Persia 
 

• Egypt, Jordan, Israel 
 

• Dubai & the Gulf States 

The Mediterranean & 
Middle East Specialists 

Our global network is all about you
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The Fastest Boat to Paradise!

China Airlines – Full service 3 x weekly flights direct from 
Christchurch to Sydney, Taipei & beyond from Dec 2014

Twilight cruises between Queenscliff Harbour and Sorrento 
Pier on Searoad Ferries, an overnight tour in the Yarra Valley 
with the Australian Wine Tour Company, and a farmstay 
experience between Sydney and Melbourne are all being 
highlighted during the Victoria travel trade training mission 
this week. 

This is some of the new product for New Zealand agents to 

On a mission -
Victoria tours NZ

Leanne Jones, Searoad Ferries; Rachael Henderson, United Travel 
Orewa; Kellie Barrett, South East Touring Triangle, Debra Phillips 

and Rachel Ferguson, both GO Holidays

Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA) 
Australasia has moved the mandatory components of 
its cruise industry training programme online. Agents 
will be able to undertake all compulsory CLIA training 
required to achieve Cruise Industry Accreditation 
online, as part of their annual CLIA membership.

 CLIA Australasia general manager Brett Jardine 
says the new training programme has been developed 
in conjunction with CLIA’s UK office, with the move 
reflecting the benefits of last year’s creation of a global 
cruise industry body.

Jardine says the online programme will 
complement CLIA’s existing classroom training 
modules for membership accreditation. Member 
consultants will have direct access to their own 
password-protected personal profile so they can track 
the progress of their cruise industry knowledge.

CLIA will still provide classroom training for 
elective modules across Australia and New Zealand 
for consultants who aspire to a higher level of 
accreditation or wish to expand their cruise industry 
knowledge. The fee for these elective modules will 
remain at $110 per person.

CLIA Australasia onboard 
with online training
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Ticket  
Changer
Ch-ch-ch-changes  
in less than 2 minutes

Reissue like a rock star with Amadeus Ticket 
Changer. Save as much as 25 minutes per 
exchange on almost any full service airline.

Take the strain out of repricing, rebooking  
and reticketing and give yourself the freedom  
to focus on show-stopping service.

Free of charge until 31 December 2014*.  
Find out more

*Offer exclusive to New Zealand Office ID customers only.

http://www.amadeus.com/web/amadeus/en_AU-AU/Amadeus-Home/1259072697720-Page-AMAD_HomePpal


Australia

Mantra South Bank, in 
the heart of Brisbane’s 
arts and entertainment 
precinct and the closest 
apartment hotel to the 
Brisbane Convention 
and Exhibition Centre 
(100 metres away) 
has completed its 
refurbishments. 

All 161 rooms have 
been refreshed with new 
beds and bedding and 
double glazed windows 
on all rooms.

Rooms also include 
iPod docking stations; new furniture in 
living areas, kitchens and bedrooms; 
and an array of new artwork throughout 
to create a vibrant colour scheme.

New look for Mantra South Bank

Help us to 
help you sell 
Australia 

Complete our survey and you could be 
Savouring Australia with a delicious 

hamper filled with Australian goodies 
valued at $250.00

CLICK FOR SURVEY

New gym equipment has been 
installed, located adjacent to the 
outdoor lap pool overlooking the 
city skyline. 

Mantra Southbank’s two 
bedroom apartment

Bledisloe by Airtrain
Rugby fans travelling to Brisbane for 

the final Bledisloe Cup match at Suncorp 
Stadium this weekend (18 October) can 
take advantage of new cost-cutting deals 
from Brisbane’s Airtrain between the 
airport and the city.

For those travelling to Brisbane for the 
match a 10% discount is available for 
all advance online bookings as well as 
substantial discounts for groups of two or 
more between the airport and the city.

Rugby fans can plan their journey with 
Airtrain’s new mobile app. Available 
for iPhone, the app provides itimetable 
information and a ‘Next Train Today’ 
function. It can also be used to display 

an e-ticket barcode when entering and 
exiting a station.

For fans making a last minute dash to 
the game, Brisbane’s Airtrain service is 
available direct to Suncorp Stadium from 
the airport. Fans disembark at Roma 
Street station located a short walk from 
the stadium. 

The train departs every 15 minutes 
from the city and every 30 minutes in off 
peak periods to the airport (journey is 20 
minutes) Monday to Friday. All services 
on Saturday and Sunday are every 30 
minutes. Airtrain operates from 5am – 
10pm on weekdays and 6am – 10pm on 
weekends.

access and sell being presented at the 
roadshow.

Joanna Garrie, regional manager New 
Zealand for Tourism Victoria, says the 
mission has attracted 17 suppliers from 
Melbourne and regional Victoria, plus 
the tourism office itself. About 90 agents 
across the country will attend sessions, 
including two in Auckland yesterday, 
one in Dunedin today and Christchurch 
tomorrow. The roadshow wraps up in 
Wellington on Thursday.

‘It is all about having a coordinated 
effort to present Melbourne and Victoria 
to the travel trade. Without OzTalk and 
the TriStates (expo) we needed to do 
something.’

Leanne Jones, from Searoad Ferries, 

says the twilight cruises include a tasting 
platter of regional produce with a glass 
of local wine or cider. ‘We’re introducing 
that to the NZ market this week but we’re 
also telling agents about the regular 
sailings. Because we have 24 sailings a 
day (12 each way) we sell all international 
product on an open ticket basis.’

The Australian Wine Tour Company’s 
overnight tour gives people the 
opportunity to stay at Balgownie Estate, 
regarded as Yarra Valley’s premier 
Vineyard Spa Resort. ‘These tours have 
traditionally been run as a single day trip 
from Melbourne but there was demand 
for people wanting to spend more time at 
Balgownie,’ says director Merryn Noble. 

‘Now people can have a day spa while 
they are there, visit the local chocolatier, 
and go ballooning in the morning.’

She says the tour visits two wineries 
on the first day, Yering Station and 
Balgownie Estate, then another two, 
Yering Farm and Domaine Chandon after 
lunch on the second day.

Bunyip Tours, known for tours 
around the Great Ocean Rd, Grampians 
and Phillip Island, is promoting its 
Melbourne to Sydney (or reverse) 
tour. Stephanie Gassner, business 
development with Bunyip, says the trip 
gives people the chance to visit Canberra 
and experience a farmstay (with a 
barnstay option) and hear about the way 
of life on the farm. ‘It’s a great alternative 
to flying because a lot of Kiwis haven’t 
seen this stretch of the country.’

Gassner says the New Zealand retailers 
she has spoken to so far have been 
enthusiastic about the tour.

From page 1
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Australia 

More than 59,000 Kiwis visit the Sunshine 
Coast every year so come and learn how 
you can sell more holidays. 

The Air New Zealand direct flights from 
Auckland to Sunshine Coast Airport 
provide kiwis with a quick and easy way 
to get there.

Don’t miss out on valuable commission - 
it’s important you are fully up to date with 
all the things to see and do. 

Join us for a fun and informative speed 
dating workshop with the Sunshine Coast 
Team – Australia Zoo, Dreamtime Resorts, 
Coral Beach Noosa Resort, Sunreef 
Mooloolaba, Oaks Hotels & Resorts, 
Tourism Noosa, Noosa International 
Resort, with more to be confirmed.

AUCKLAND
Tuesday 21 October,  
5.30pm – 7.30pm
Pullman Hotel 
Corner Waterloo Quadrant 
& Princes Street,  
Auckland City

Register HERE for the Auckland or Christchurch function.

CHRISTCHURCH
Wednesday 22 October,  
5.30pm-7.30pm
The Atrium, Christchurch Netball Centre
455 Hagley Avenue, Christchurch
**please note there is plenty of parking at  

The Atrium in the Park.

You are invited to the Sunshine Coast 
Mission in October 2014.

PRIZES TO BE WON – a Sunshine Coast travel prize 
will be drawn at each workshop

You’ve got to be in to win – There 
is a fantastic Sunshine Coast travel 
prize to be won at each event.

Through a partnership between 
Tourism Victoria and Google Street 
View, Street View Trekker will allow 
users anywhere in the world to take 
virtual tours of Victoria’s tourist 
attractions. 

Conference delegates and event 

planners can capture 360-degree 
panoramas of some of Melbourne 
and regional Victoria’s most visited 
attractions for business events, 
including Federation Square, the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground, Great 
Ocean Road and the Yarra Valley.  

Pei Modern, Mark Best’s 
internationally recognised 
modern bistro, will launch 
at the Four Seasons Hotel 
Sydney this October. The 
restaurant is an extension 
of the hotel’s exceptional 
meeting and events 
services including 1,653 
square metres of function 
space and 531 guest rooms that overlook 
Sydney’s harbour forefront. 

Pei Modern at Four Seasons Hotel
The modern bistro 

will be suited for team-
building breakout sessions 
where delegates can learn 
whilst experiencing dishes 
that respond to the local 
environment, location 
and produce. Dishes will 
include sauternes custard, 
and Jerusalem artichoke 

with duck egg and truffle. 
www.fourseasons.com/sydney

Melbourne 
goes virtual with 
Street View Trekker
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Pacific

Fiji Independence Day was celebrated 
in style last week with a reception at the 
Hilton Hotel in Auckland.

Tourism Fiji hosted the event, with 
travel agents, wholesalers and Fijian 
dignitaries turning up to celebrate the 
journey of Fijians.

Wayne Deed, New Zealand regional 
director Tourism Fiji, says Fiji is as 
popular as ever, with arrival numbers 
looking healthy and up over 17% for the 
year ending August. 

‘Tourism plays a vital role in the 
Fijian economy. We’ve already begun 
our programme for 2015 and are 
looking to develop and grow tourism 
numbers even further in 2015.’

Bula vinaka to Fiji Independence

www.airvanuatu.com

The ONLY airline offering Business Class between Auckland and Port Vila.

Pravina Ali, guest; Jennifer 
Forrest, Tourism Fiji

Gareth Waddington, GO Holidays; Mike Geary, 
House of Travel; Sharon Martin, Lifestyle Holidays

Kim Pearce and Mukesh Chandra, Travel Managers 
Group; Karen McMahon, GO Holidays

Mere Tora, acting head mission of the Fiji High 
Commission; Wayne Deed, Tourism Fiji

Rebecca Goodin and Roann 
Roberts, Flight Centre

Mike Geary, House of Travel; Anne Radonich, RAD 
Marketing; Peter Walsh, Air New Zealand

Sean Brown, Mangoes PR; 
Cameron Taylor, Tourism Fiji

Stan the man 
in Raro

Musician Stan Walker was snapped 
enjoying a day of culture, fun and 
music in the Cook Islands with Koka 
Lagoon Cruises .
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Visitors Bureau (now 
Tourism Fiji) in 2008 as 
its cruise and dive tourism 
marketing officer.

Lute joined the SPTO in 
January 2013 as tourism 
marketing officer in the 
SPTO’s project activities 
which came under the 
Pacific Regional Tourism 
Capacity Building 
Programme (PRTCBP) 

funded under the European Union’s 10th 
European Development Fund.

Alisi Lutu is the new 
marketing manager with 
South Pacific Tourism 
Organisation, heading 
marketing initiatives for its 
16 member Pacific Island 
countries.

Lutu assumes this role 
after the departure of former 
marketing manager Petero 
Manufolau for the Warwick 
Hotel on the Coral Coast  
of Fiji.

She started work with the then Fiji 

Alisi Lutu marketing manager SPTO

*Terms and conditions apply. Price subject to change due currency fluctuation.

www.aircalin.com or (09) 977 2238

AUCKLAND TO NEW CALEDONIA 
NON-STOP IN UNDER 3 HOURS

BE SPOILT ON THE  
WAY TO UNSPOILT

Enjoy short-haul full-service Aircalin flights to New Caledonia.
Where French sophistication meets South Pacific relaxation.

749$

ALL TAXES INCLUDED

RETURNFrom

Improved connections from Solomons
Solomon Airlines has made it 

even easier for New Zealanders and 
Australians to connect to the Solomon 
Islands, and beyond to Vanuatu and 
Nadi with the release of its new northern 
winter timetable.

The improved schedule, commencing 
17 November, stems from Solomon 
Airlines’ flights from Brisbane to 
Honiara being pushed back by half 
an hour to a 10.00am departure on 
Mondays and Wednesdays, arriving in 
Honiara at 2.15pm. 

The same applies to Solomon Airlines 
flights ex-Honiara to Brisbane on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays departing 
at 12.00pm and arriving in Brisbane 
at 2.15pm. The new schedules allow 
passengers plenty of time to make 

onward Australian domestic connections 
and New Zealand-bound flights. 

Flights departing ex-Brisbane to 
Honiara on Fridays at 8.45am and 
Saturdays at 9.00am will provide 
seamless domestic connections in the 
Solomon Islands.

Flights departing from Honiara to 
Brisbane on Fridays and Sundays at 
2.00pm, will also provide seamless 
Australian and New Zealand 
connections. 

The new schedule means improved 
linkage for passengers travelling both 
ways on the airline’s Saturday and 
Sunday services between Brisbane-
Vanuatu and Nadi with the airline once 
again offering seamless connections 
between all three ports.

Mana Island Resort & 
Spa – Fiji will go through a 
major renovation of its main 
resort area, including the 
Mamanuca Restaurant (buffet 
restaurant), main lounge, 
main kitchen, family round 
pool with pool bar, and ocean 
view rooms.

The resort will also 
introduce a new café, and a 
new large size swimming pool 
with swim up bar. 

The major work is expected 
to take place after the festive season, 
from 7 January until 31 May 2015. The 
owner and directors of Mana Island 
Resort & Spa – Fiji say they are confident 

Mana’s adult only beanbag bar

the F$10 million project will be 
completed in this time span. In other 
news, Mana has opened an adults only 
beanbag bar at its Sunset Beach.

Pacific

Mana’s major 
changes
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Cruising

• 10 nights onboard the Angkor Pandaw
• Sailing season 29 June to 10 September 2015  
• Priced from $3,120pp

New river expedition in Northern Vietnam
Explore Halong Bay and the Red River 
with Pandaw River Expeditions 

Tel: 0800 422 784 or 09 444 2298  reservations@francistravelmarketing.co.nz 
 Click here 
for website

Cruise prices are per person, in NZ Dollars, share twin based on main deck stateroom, 10 Sep 2015 sailing (incl 
port charges & govt fees). Sales until 14/11/2014 or till sold out. Conditions apply.

Carnival Cruise Lines has announced 
its Carnival LIVE concert series roster 
for spring 2015.

Onboard in the first part of next year 
will be Journey, Rascal Flatts, Little 
Big Town, Smokey Robinson, and Styx, 
back by popular demand for the second 
season, Carnival says.

Carnival LIVE offers guests exclusive 
live entertainment from major music 
artists in the ship’s main theatres 
which range in seating capacity from 
900 to 1,300.

‘Our 2014 Carnival LIVE shows have 
been tour standouts,’ says Tommy 
Shaw, singer and guitarist for Styx. 
‘The audience of cruisers in a vacation 
state-of-mind combined with the ship’s 
theater design creates an incredible 
energy that’s fun for everyone, 
including the band.’

A total of 10 ‘Fun Ships’ will depart 
from six US ports hosting concerts in 
spring 2015. Carnival LIVE voyages 
will originate in Miami, Port Canaveral, 

Live with Carnival
Tampa, Jacksonville, Charleston, and 
for the first time, Galveston, the line’s 
second largest homeport.

The 2015 Carnival LIVE concert series 
kicks off next March and features one 
or more major artists each month, 
performing multiple shows on Carnival 
vessels docked in one of three ports of 
call: Cozumel, Nassau and a new port 
for the programme, St. Thomas. Artists 
board the ship in port, perform in the 
main show lounge, and then debark 
following the concert.

Journey kicks off the 2015 roster with 
two rock performances on 18 and 19 
March in St. Thomas.

Carnival LIVE tickets for 2015 range 
from $35 to $60 for general admission, 
significantly less than land-based 
concerts. 

VIP tickets are available for $125 
to $250, offering seating in the first 
four rows, an artist meet and greet, a 
souvenir photo with the artist and a 
commemorative concert pass.

Croatia Times Travel has three new 
deluxe small ships on the Adriatic for 
2015 with two sailings from Dubrovnik 
and one from Split.

Maiden sailings in 2015 for Kleopatra, 
Atlantic and Corona visit the city of 
Dubrovnik, along the Eliphiti Islands 
and Peljesac Peninsula, the medieval 
islands of Korčula (once home to the 
famous explorer Marco Polo), the Island 
of Mljet, the ritzy town of Hvar and 
much more. 

All cruises include cruise director, 
excursion package with deluxe 
accommodation and stop enroute at 
secluded bays.

To kick off the early bird season 
Croatia Times Travel is offering great 
savings on these vessels and also on a 
large selection of small ships sailing 
along the Croatian Coast in 2015. 

MS Kleopatra voyages for 8 days / 7 
nights round trip: Split – Bol (Brač) – 
Hvar –Korčula – Dubrovnik – Elaphiti 

Islands – Mljet NP – Pučišća (Brač) – 
Omiš – Split

Early bird discount is $200 per person 
off advertised prices for new bookings 
paid in full by 29 January 2015.

MS Corona cruises 8 days / 7 nights 
round trip: Dubrovnik – Elaphiti 
Islands – Mljet – Pučišća (Brač)/
Makarska/Omiš – Split – Hvar – 
Korčula – Slano – Dubrovnik. Early 
bird discount of 10%  off advertised 
prices for new bookings paid in full by 
27 November 2014. 

Dalmatian Discovery onboard MS 
Atlantic cruises  8 days / 7 nights round 
trip: Dubrovnik – Elaphiti Islands – 
Mljet  – Hvar – Bol (Brač Island) – Split 
- Pučišća (Brač Island) – Makarska – 
Korčula – Dubrovnik. 

Early bird discount is $200pp off 
advertised prices for new bookings paid 
in full by 29 January 2015.

Phone 0800 CROATIA or visit www.
croatiatimestravel.com

Croatia Times Travel: New small 
ships and early bird deals
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Cruising

2 0 1 6  O N  S A L E  N O W

V I K I N G  O C E A N S ,  

S TA R ,  S E A  &  S K Y

F IND OUT MORE

A N D  F L Y  R E T U R N  T O 

E U R O P E  F O R  O N L Y 

A U D $ 9 9 5 *

M U S T  B O O K  B Y  
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Princess Cruises says its 50th 
anniversary year will be especially 
memorable for guests cruising in 2015 
who will be treated to festive onboard 
celebrations including a themed menu, 
cocktails and entertainment.

Anniversary offerings will be 
introduced across the fleet early in 
2015, including the Love Boat Disco 
Deck Party to honour the role The 
Love Boat played in the line’s history. 
The party will include movies under 
the stars with video messages from 
the original Love Boat cast, special 
montages from the show, a Love Boat 
sing-a-long and show trivia, 70’s music 
videos and a live kiss cam. 

One night on every cruise, 
main dining rooms will present a 
special souvenir menu, featuring 
commemorative dishes from the past 
five decades, including duck terrine 
with apricot preserves and filet of turbot 
with truffle chive sauce.

As part of the new chocolate 
experience, master pastry chef and 
chocolatier Norman Love has created 
two special 50th anniversary desserts.

And in ‘cheers to 50 years’  guests 
can sip cocktails from mixologist Spike 
Marchant along with popular drinks 
through the decades - from a classic 
martini to a pina colada. 

The 50th anniversary officially kicks 
off with the naming ceremony of Regal 
Princess on 5 November 2014 in Fort 
Lauderdale by the original Love Boat 
cast members before she sets sail for 
her maiden season in the Caribbean. 

Princess marks 50

MSC is offering hot 
deals on seven night 
Caribbean cruises where 
the second passenger 
pays only the port 
charges. 

This means that two 
passengers sharing a 
cabin can cruise over 
seven nights from 
NZ$619 per person twin share. 

The deals are featured in a 96-hour 
sale, which begins today (Tuesday 
14 October) and focuses on specific 
MSC Divina cruise dates between late 
November 2014 and mid March next 
year.

A week-long Caribbean cruise will 
begin at $1029 for the first passenger, 
the second passenger pays only $209.

Cruise sale  starts today MSC is offering 
hot deals on 

Caribbean cruises

‘The deals don’t get any hotter than 
these,’ says Lynne Clarke, managing 
director of MSC Cruises Australia and 
New Zealand.

Among the ports of call on MSC 
Divina’s return Caribbean cruise 
programme from Miami are St Maarten, 
Puerto Rico’s San Juan, Jamaica, the 
Cayman Islands, Mexico’s Cozumel and 
Great Stirrup Kay in the Bahamas.

LATAM Southern Traverse – 4 countries, 1 fare from NZD 3699 CLICK
HERE

 Wild Earth Travel has introduced 
the Aegean Mosaic Cruise to its small 
ship portfolio. The 7 night/8 day voyage 
from Athens to Istanbul and reverse 
is onboard the 36 cabin mega-yacht, 
Variety Voyager. It takes in the Aegean 
Sea and Turkey,  exploring Delos, 
Mykonos, Patmos and Santorini as well 
as the Greco Roman cities of Ephesus, 
Pergamon and Troy on the Turkish 
coast. The itinerary includes optional 

Aegean Mosaic 
Cruise early bird

excursions to at least three swim stops 
at picturesque Greek islands.

 Various voyage dates are available 
July-October 2015 and 2016. Cruises 
are priced from 2,300 Euro pp and 
if booked before 31 December 2014 
qualify for a 10% discount. 

Contact info@wildearth-travel.com 

Mega-yacht Variety Voyager
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Princess Cruises will sail the first ever 
roundtrip world voyage from Auckland in 
2016.

Sea Princess’ 104-night itinerary will 
visit ports as diverse as the Baltic region to 
South America, with highlights including 
maiden visits to Copenhagen, Stockholm, 
Helsinki and an overnight stay in St 
Petersburg.

Priced from NZ$23,539* per person 
twin share, the cruise will depart 
Auckland on 11 May 2016, sailing through 
the Middle East to Europe before crossing 
the Atlantic to the United States and 
returning via the Pacific to Auckland on 
24 August.

The new itinerary comes as the cruise 
line prepares to celebrate 10 years of 
offering its signature long cruises to 
Australian and New Zealand passengers. 
Since 2005, the cruise line’s locally-based 
ships have sailed more than 716,565 
miles on long cruise itineraries of 28 days 
or more – equivalent to three trips to  
the moon. 

Princess Cruises’ new 2016 winter 
programme features a strong line-up of 
longer cruises to ports in China, Japan, 
Tahiti and Hawaii as well as the 104-night 
world voyage and a shorter 75-night Circle 
Pacific world voyage.

Fifty percent of guests on Princess’ 
world cruise itineraries have travelled on 
all or part of a world cruise previously, 
with 20% doing the full world cruise for at 
least the second time. 

On sale on 16 October, the new 2016 
programme includes 30 cruises on Sun 

CliCk 
Here for 

more 
info

Earn 17% Commission* 
on select Hurtigruten 
Norway voyages with 

Discover the World Cruising 
Book by 31 Oct ‘14

*Conditions apply

*Conditions apply

Voyages of Discovery is represented in 
New Zealand by Discover the World

Every day is an adventure on 
a Voyages of Discovery cruise. 
Explore some of the world’s most 
fascinating destinations whilst being 
accompanied by renowned experts, 
whose knowledge in a wide variety of 
fields will add an extra dimension to 
your clients journey.

2015 EUROPE 
SUMMER

SAVER FARES* 

on select Voyages of Discovery voyages 
Book by 31 Oct ‘14

CliCk 
Here for 

more 
info

Princess, Dawn Princess and Sea Princess 
from Brisbane, Sydney and Fremantle, 
visiting a total of 136 ports in 58 countries. 

Other highlights include: 
• Sun Princess’ 71-night Circle Pacific 

voyage from Sydney to Auckland 
including three calls in China, four ports 
in Alaska and an overnight stay in San 
Francisco. Fares start from NZ$14,999* 
for the full cruise departing Sydney on 21 
June  2016. 

• A 42-night China/Japan cruise from 
Sydney coinciding with Japan’s Cherry 
Blossom season. Fares start from NZ 
$7259* pp for the cruise departing Sydney 
on 28 February 2016.

• Two 35-night Hawaii and Tahiti 
voyages from Sydney to Auckland, 
each featuring five calls to Hawaiian 
ports. Options include 10 April and 27 
September departures, with fares from 
NZ$6439pp*. 

• A return to Western Australia with 
a range of itineraries including the 
popular Treasures of Asia cruises between 
Fremantle and Singapore which can be 
combined into a 26-night cruise from 
Fremantle. Fares for the 26-night voyage 
start from NZ$4789pp*.

First World Cruise from NZ with Princess
Cruising

Sea Princess will be the first ship to 
start a world voyage from New Zealand

 CALL NOW
0508 396 842

Yangtze River cruises? Yes, we do!!
www.exotic holidays.co.nz  info@exoticholidays.co.nz

Seabourn’s One Week Sale started 
yesterday, 13 October and include 
savings on 2014 Fall Caribbean cruises, 
December/Holiday cruises for Africa, and 
Australia/New Zealand sailings, as well as 
2015 Europe, Arabia, Asia, Australia/New 
Zealand, Caribbean, South America and 
Antarctica sailings.

Special sailing highlight: Sojourn 21 
December 2014 South African Holiday 

– Roundtrip Cape Town from  $5,999pp 
plus taxes, including complimentary 
upgrade to veranda, plus$1,000pp ship 
board credit. Book by 20 October to take 
advantage of these offers.

Call Cruise World ph: 09 917 4440, 
0800 500 732 (out of Auckland 
agents), info@cruiseworld.co.nz; www.
cruiseworld.co.nz

Seabourn one week sale
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StayWell Hospitality Group has 
announced multi-million dollar 
renovations for Park Regis Singapore 
and Dubai.

The Park Regis Singapore works are 
slated for completion in November and 
include the extension of its food and 
beverage offering, relocation of the 
reception, new meeting areas, upgrade 
of the gym and refresh of the rooftop 
bar. Renovation plans include a new 
conference facility accommodating up to 
50 guests with stunning views of Clarke 
Quay and a new open-plan reception 
lounge area.

Central to the refurbishment of Park 
Regis Singapore is the development 
of a 60 seat western-style dining area, 
pastry bar and lounge, providing a range 

of all-day dining menus in addition to 
the international buffet breakfast with 
live cooking stations complimenting the 
newly completed alfresco  terrace area. 

Park Regis Singapore will remain 
fully operational throughout the 
refurbishment period. The works will be 
centred on daytime working schedules 
and noise will be limited to 9:30am to 
6:00pm daily, with disturbances kept to a 
minimum.

 StayWell Hospitality Group is rapidly 
expanding. The Australian company 
launched with just five hotels in NSW 
and Tasmania in 2006, and today 
commands an international portfolio 
numbering 34 properties with the 
strategic goal to grow its portfolio to 100 
properties by 2017.

Park Regis Singapore refurb

Level 10, 120 Albert Street, Auckland
Phone: (64)9 969 7610 | Fax: (64) 9 969 7474

www.macautourism.gov.mo

Level 11, 99 Bathurst Street
Sydney NSW 2000
T: (02) 9264 1488

Level 11, 99 Bathurst Street
Sydney NSW 2000
T: (02) 9264 1488

Experience the Magic of Macau when cruising through  
Hong Kong. Jump online and download your  

“Experience Macau” app - FREEA different experience    
is waiting, only an hour from 

Hong Kong

MACAU ... 

Upgrade works to the ‘dark’ swimming 
pool at Vijitt Resort Phuket is complete.

With the recent addition of hawker-
style Thai tea and coffee services the 
Phuket resort blends local cultural values 
with a modern approach. The Vijitt 
Resort has 92 stand-alone villas in a 
beachside location in Rawai, Phuket.

The Vijitt Resort can be booked 
through major New Zealand wholesalers.

Vijitt 
upgrade

Adventure World has a seven-day 
Best of Cambodia private journey 
incorporating must-see sights such as 
the Temples of Angkor Wat, the floating 
villages of Tonle Sap Lake and charming 
Phnom Penh, and also delves further into 
the culture of the country. 

Priced from $1,015pp twin share, this 
independent trip includes six nights 
four-star hotel accommodation, breakfast 
daily, some meals, transport by private 
local air-conditioned vehicle, sightseeing 
with private English speaking local 
guides and entrance fees.

www.adventureworld.co.nz. 

Best of Cambodia
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Exotic Holidays reminds agents 
that the company provides more than 
traditional travel options in less touristed 
destinations such as Myanmar.

The mountainous areas of north-
eastern Myanmar is accessible by local 
bus from Hsipaw to Kyaukme. 

Once in the colonial town of Kyaukme 
there are numerous trekking options to 
visit tea farms on remote mountainsides 
without the benefit of modern roads.

A highlight of travelling in this part of 
the Shan State is the white knuckle train 
ride between Kyaukme and the former 
British Hill Station, Pyin Oo Lwin as 
it travels across Goteik Gorge Bridge. 
The train slows on the bridge built at 
100 meters above the river valley floor.  

Off the beaten track in Myanmar
Exotic Holidays offers travel experiences 

to less touristed areas in Myanmar

Passengers are encouraged to open the 
doors in every car and look down, to see 
that the bridge and train are the same 
width.

Contact info@exoticholidays.co.nz or 
phone 0508 396 842 

Active Asia’s Ha Noi street 
food tour offers an authentic 
experience a for clients anxious 
about eating the local food. The 
walking tour goes through the 
maze of bustling streets that make 
up Ha Noi’s Old Quarter and 
visits Ha Noi’s largest covered 
market, Dong Xuan, followed by 
an outdoor BBQ stall and other 
local specialties. The tour ends in 
a beautiful rooftop café with views 
over Ha Noi – all for $60pp. 

Contact Active Asia 09 360 
7669, sales@activeasia.co.nz  

Vietnamese street food in Ha Noi
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We Design Lifetime Experiences
Exotic Holidays ph 0508 396 842
e: info@exoticholidays.co.nz  
w: www.exoticholidays.co.nz

Sell Exotic Holidays India product - groups 
or FIT - and be in to win one of 10 places 
on a famil to India.

In association with India Tourism Sydney, the 
famil includes all flights, 4-5 star accommodation, main meals, 
local guide and sightseeing and a Kerala Backwater cruise.

Applies to qualifying new bookings made until 30 Nov 2014. Non 
refundable deposit must be paid. Famil departs April/May 2015.

Download the latest Great India incentive flyer

Top 10  To IndIa
Asia / Industry

The newly opened 245 kilometre 
highway linking Hanoi and Lao Cai has 
cut the travel time in half, from seven 
hours to three and a half. 

Innovative Travel says travellers 
wishing to visit Sapa are no longer forced 
to take the overnight train and can now 
reach this spectacular region quickly and 
easily by car. 

From Sapa, visitors can explore the 
mountainous region and experience 
the culture and relaxed, peaceful 
atmosphere.

The four day (ex Hanoi) Hill tribes and 
mountains of Sapa tour can be found in 

New Vietnam highway opens up Sapa

Innovative’s Ancient Kingdoms Holidays 
2015 Asia brochure.

Visiting Sapa in Vietnam 
has just got easier

Amadeus launches Ticket Changer
Amadeus has launched Amadeus 

Ticket Changer (ATC) in New Zealand 
and the Pacific Islands, including Fiji, 
Tonga, Samoa and the Cook Islands. 

Amadeus Ticket Changer, which 
is available free of charge to New 
Zealand and Pacific Island agents 
until 31 December 2014, automates 
the air ticket reissuing process, 
preventing errors and reducing time 
spent on a ticket exchange to less 
than two minutes. 

Fare, tax or penalty collection 
is automated and guaranteed for 
the 104 airlines that file their rules 
in CAT31. Unique to Amadeus, 
additional collection is also calculated 
for all other carriers filing in CAT16, 
saving agents time on almost any 
reissue. 

The solution takes the strain out 
of changes to cabin, class, route or 

date, regardless of whether the ticket 
is unused, partially used or has been 
reissued previously. 

Judith Gurney, team leader - 
corporate travel, Travel Tree Western 
Australia says Amadeus Ticket 
Changer (ATC) has reduced her time 
spent on fare reassessments and 
reissues by at least 80%. 

‘I no longer have to retrieve 
historical fares, manually work out 
the difference or cross check penalty 
fees as ATC does this for me in one 
quick transaction. It also collects the 
fees within the same transaction as 
the reissue.’ 

Travel agents wanting to try 
Amadeus Ticket Changer can visit the 
Amadeus e-Support centre at http://
mye-supportcentre.amadeus.com or 
contact their local Amadeus  
account manager.
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VIEW OFFER    >

RECEIVE A  
$50* VOUCHER
WHEN YOU BOOK ROCKY MOUNTAINEER
WITH ADVENTURE WORLD BY 30 NOV 14!

*Terms & Conditions Apply.

Over 120 European destinations ... now that’s Wunderbar!

Rocky Mountaineer has appointed 
Mark Richardson to the new role 
of sales manager, New Zealand and 
Asia Pacific after a year of focusing 
on the development of this market. 
Richardson joins a team of five in 
the APAC region and will report to 
Robert Halfpenny, director of sales, 
APAC.

Richardson has extensive 
management experience in the 
tourism and travel industry  and 
received the TAANZ Travel Industry 
Award 2014 for Best Industry 
Representative.

To coincide 
with the release 
of its 2015 
brochure, 
Croatia Times 
Travel has early 
bird discounts 
on European 
coach tours of 
$200pp or 10% 
off selected 
tours.

The offer is valid for new bookings.
Contact Croatia Times Travel for full 

terms and conditions, 0800 CROATIA 
or www.croatiatimestravel.com

See the cruise pages for CTT’s small 
ship cruises in the Adriatic.

CTT early birds

British pubs are expected to have 
a high profile in next year’s English 
Tourism Week (ETW).

Pubs represent a significant 
contribution to the visitor economy 
and as the lead body representing 
Britain’s brewers and pubs, the British 
Beer and Pub Association (BBPA) has 
pledged to encourage its members to 
take part in this important week for 
the tourism industry.

ETW kick starts the tourism season 
and provides hundreds of businesses 
with the opportunity to take part in a 
national campaign to encourage more 
visitors through their doors and inspire 
people to become tourism ambassadors 
for their local area.

BBPA chief executive Brigid Simmonds 

Brewing up tourism

says that with great hospitality, 
accommodation and entertainment, 
pubs are right at the heart of English 
Tourism. ‘Pubs now serve around 
one billion meals every year and offer 
50,000 rooms,’ she says.

Trafalgar has released a custom-made, 
17-day Italy guided holiday departing 
next May with guests joining celebrity 
cook and dedicated foodie Chelsea 
Winter for an insider’s taste of Italy.

Priced from $9750 per person twin 
share ($1566 single supplement), 
the one-off 9 May 2015 departure ex 
Auckland includes accommodation, 
sightseeing, many meals, the services 
of a Trafalgar travel director as well 
as economy class return airfares with 
Singapore Airlines.

Culinary highlights include a Be My 
Guest dinner at a Tuscan wine estate, 

Trafalgar’s taste of Italy
shopping at the local Florence 
market and a cooking lesson with a 
professional Italian chef.

‘The holiday begins with sightseeing 
in Singapore before the group starts 
their amazing Italy holiday in Rome,’ 
says Trafalgar general manager Scott 
Cleaver.

‘The Italian itinerary includes all 
the must sees plus several Trafalgar 
insider experiences just not possible 
if you are travelling on your own. 
Overnight stops are at Sorrento, 
Spoleto, San Gimignano, La Spezia, 
Parma and Venice.’

Mark Richardson to 
Rocky Mountaineer

Pubs will increase their profile 
in English Tourism Week
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Airlines

Platinum One flies higher

Earlybird farEs to ovEr 100 citiEs across UK/EUropE CLICK HEREGreat service. 
Great people.Great fares.

Qantas Frequent Flyer has introduced 
a suite of new benefits for members of its 
elite ‘Platinum One’ flying tier.

Platinum One was introduced by 
Qantas Frequent Flyer in November 2011 
to further reward its most high flying 
members. 

The launch benefits were based around 
providing additional services and support 
to the most frequent flyers and included 
access to 24/7 support from a dedicated 
Platinum One team, early points upgrade 
processing, additional access to Classic 
Awards seats, complimentary exit row 
seating, Qantas epiQure membership 
and invitations to ‘money can’t buy’ 
experiences ranging from intimate private 
concerts and backstage tours by world 
class performers to personal chef dinners 
and Qantas flight simulator sessions.

Following its successful launch 
and based on feedback from existing 

members, Platinum One members now 
receive additional perks including:

• Platinum membership for a spouse 
or de facto domestic partner. Platinum 
One members can nominate a partner to 
receive complimentary Qantas Frequent 
Flyer Platinum status which includes 
benefits such as access to the Qantas 
International First Lounges and Domestic 
Business Lounges 

• Waivers for any fare differential that 
might be payable at the airport to move 
to an earlier Qantas domestic flight when 
travelling on a flexible fare 

• Booking fee waivers for new eligible 
commercial bookings booked via 
telephone with Qantas 

• Complimentary Qantas Golf Club 
Premium membership, with the Qantas 
Golf Club planned for launch this summer 

• Double points earn with Qantas 
Restaurants.

Cathay Pacific has released a second 
round of earlybird fares for some 
popular destinations in the United 
Kingdom and Europe. 

The fares which start from $1,999 for 
return economy class, plus applicable 
government and airport charges and 
taxes, are available for travel to over 100 
destinations across UK/Europe. 

This fare is available for the low season 
period from 15 January to 30 June and 
1 September to 30 November 2015. 

Early bird gets TN’s flights
Air Tahiti Nui has released its 2015 

earlybird deals offering savings to its 
gateways in Tahiti, the United States and 
France. 

On sale until 25 November 2015 
specials include return flights from 
Auckland to Papeete from $925* in 
economy and $2420* in business, 
delivering savings of up to $200. 

Return flights from Auckland to Los 
Angeles are reduced by up to $350 with 
economy fares starting from $1350*. The 
child discount rate has also been extended 
to children up to 15 years on the LA fare.

Meanwhile on the airline’s enhanced 
French Connection to Paris, return 

economy fares start from $2020* – a 
saving of up to $1185.

Air Tahiti Nui has also partnered with 
Le Meridien to provide an attractive 
stopover option for guests wanting to 
sample Tahiti en route to Los Angeles or 
Paris. Standard single or twin rooms are 
available from $185* per night, while an 
overwater bungalow can be secured from 
$560* per night.

*Terms and conditions apply. On sale 
until November 25, 2014, and for travel 
until September 30, 2015, with some 
blackout periods applying.

Call the Air Tahiti Nui on 09 972 1217.
www.airtahitinui.co.nz

During the peak season from 1 July  
until 30 August, economy fares are 
priced from $2,199 plus taxes. 

Cathay Pacific offers premium 
economy class for passengers to nine 
destinations across Europe with fares 
from $3,999 plus taxes to UK/Europe. 
Business class fares, with fully flat seats 
guaranteed on all long haul flights to 
UK/Europe, are available from $6,499 
plus taxes. These earlybird tickets must 
be purchased by 15 December 2014.

CX early birds

Malaysia Airlines has a spring 
promotion with special economy and 
business class fares on A330-300 and 
A380 services to Asia, Middle East, 
UK and European destinations.

Economy return deals start from 
$1361 to Asia, $1902 to the Middle 
East and $2056 to Europe. Business 
class return fares start from $3481 to 
Hyderabad.

There are 81 flights a week direct 
to Malaysia from New Zealand and 
Australia, with Kuala Lumpur the 
hub to more than 60 destinations 
worldwide. MH operates the A380 
double daily to London and daily to 
Paris.

Check dates that specials are 
available. www.malaysiaairlines.com

Starting this week, three aircrafts 
operating domestic LAN routes will fly 
with the pink ribbon in support of the 
International Breast Cancer Awareness 
Campaign.

LAN Airlines is also encouraging 
prevention by providing more than 
400 free mammograms to employees 
and women from the community in 
Santiago, Concepcion, Puerto Montt and 
Valparaiso, through the Arturo López 
Pérez Foundation’s mobile clinic.

In addition, throughout the month of 
October, sales executives, counter staff, 
cabin crew and pilots will wear a pink 
ribbon on their uniform symbolising 
the fight against breast cancer, bringing 
awareness throughout the region.

LAN carries 
pink ribbon

MH spring specials
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Alka Thapar from Europcar invited 
industry to Andrew Lloyd Webber and 
David Ian’s production of the iconic 
Sound of Music at Auckland’s Civic 
Theatre last Thursday. Most of the 
invitees were avid fans of the movie 
and knew all the songs, including 
My Favourite Things, Do-Re-Mi and 
Sixteen Going on Seventeen, so when 

Civic alive with Sound of Music
the opportunity to meet some of the cast 
at an after party was announced, there 
was a hum of excitement amongst the 
troops.

The show continues in Auckland till 
26 October, then heads to China for 55 
shows in 10 different cities.

Here’s a few snapshots from the night, 
click here for more paparazzo pictures.

Cast member Baroness Schraeder (Taryn Sudding), 
2nd left, with Nicola Thomas and Kelly Showler, 
Accent on Travel and Nicole Showler, GO Holidays 

Ready to see ‘Maria’ and the von Trapp family 
is Terry Hill, Air NZ; Nicola Thomas and Kelly 
Showler, Accent on Travel

Chris Ingram, Tourism Australia 
and wife, Verity McQuade with 
Alka Thapar, Europcar

Excited ‘peeps’ Shiree Lambert and Mandy Veale, 
Mondo and James Rangihika, Stella head back 
stage to meet the cast. 

LAST CHANCE TO ENTERTAIN YOUR GUESTS AT
2014’s MOST INDULGENT HOSPITALITY EVENT

The Tremains Art Deco Weekend 
2015 is set for 19 – 22 February and will 
include a Death by Chocolate event in 
Napier’s local funeral home.

Dunstall’s Funeral Service is going 
to empty out its parlour for an event 
at which guests will be served ‘death 
by chocolate’ treats made by local 
chocolate producer, Silky Oak Chocolate 
Company. The event follows on from 
the vintage car parade, within which 12 
vintage hearses will feature.

It is one of 25 new events on the 2015 
Art Deco Weekend programme, which 
was released last week.

The first celebration in 1988 consisted 
of six vintage cars and six events with 
50 people in attendance. Twenty six 

years later, the 2015 event will include 
400 vintage cars, and over 200 events 
expected to attract 35,000 to 40,000 
visitors to Hawke’s Bay. Other highlights 
include beach banquets, the Depression 
Dinner, the Gatsby Picnic, and 
numerous aerial displays.

Napier’s Tremains Art Deco Weekend will include 
more than 200 events – 25 of them new

Deco delights in Napier
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‘Don’t jump ship till the water 
reaches your knees’

PEARL’s PEARLER

Iririki Island Resort was recently 
awarded #3 in the ‘Holidays with 
Kids’ - Australia’s Top 10 Family 
Resorts for 2014.

Iririki received this award after 
being nominated by ‘Holidays With 
Kids’ readers for the resort’s holiday 
appeal and facilities for families.

The boutique, adults only Seabreeze 
Resort has won ‘Samoa’s Leading Hotel’ 
for the second consecutive year at the 
21st annual World Travel Awards™ held 
in New Delhi, India.

Seabreeze named 
Samoa’s leading resort

Honeymoon Point House 
at Seabreeze Resort

Kiwi stars support Thai kids
A star studded line up of Kiwi 

musicians headlined an afternoon of 
music at Auckland’s iconic Kings Arms 
pub on Sunday.

The concert supported travel 
agent and conference manager Carol 
Spence from Realize Ltd and Trish 
Freeman, ProMag Publishing with their 
commitment to raise $40,000 for Hands 
Across the Water, an organisation that 
cares for disadvantaged Thai children. 

Bernie Griffen and the Thin Men, 
Hollie Smith, Tiki Taane and Ratsmagic 
performed to almost 200 people while 
My Kitchen Rules contestants, Josh 
King and Aaron Gascoigne, aka The 
Corporate Dads, kept the crowd fed with 
snapper sliders and sausages from the 
barbecue.

The event raised nearly $9,000, 
bringing Spence and Freeman’s 
fundraising total to date to $21,000. 

The duo leave for Thailand on 
1 January where they will cycle 
1600 kilometres through northern 
and southern Thailand over three 
weeks. They will join 150 riders 
commemorating 10 years since the 2004 
Boxing Day tsunami.

Trish Freeman, ProMag Publishing, Hollie 
Smith, musician and Carol Spence, Realize Ltd

Georgina Grey, Accor Hotels with My Kitchen 
Rules contestants, Josh KIng and Aaron Gas-
coigne, aka The Corporate Dads

Visitors who arrive in the Cook 
Islands on cruise liners spend more 
time and money on shore excursions 
than any other activity, the latest 
Cook Islands cruise visitor survey 
has revealed. The survey released 
by the South Pacific Tourism 
Organisation in early October 
showed that of the total NZ$91 per 
person spent in Rarotonga, NZ$33 
is spent on shore excursions. Next 
are black pearls on which an average 
cruise liner visitor spent NZ$16.

Shore then pearlsJet Park Hotel, located five minutes 
from Auckland Airport, has a Christmas 
function deal available from now until 24 
December.

Three festive dine options to suit all 
tastes and budgets include:

Workplace Festive Shout from $32.50pp 
is served in the Indaba Lounge bar, with 
drinks and festive finger foods.

Festive Treats from $42.50pp is a 
platter service at tables and suitable for a 
minimum group of 10 or more, for lunch 
and dinner.

Full Christmas Buffet from $62.50 pp is 
a comprehensive  festive menu.

Contact Jet Park Hotel on 09 275 4100.

Jet Park for Christmas

Iririki tops with kids
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