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Over 120 European destinations ... now that’s Wunderbar!

ANZAC Day 2015 Gallipoli tours  SPACE STILL AVAILABLE 
            

  -           
11% commission    Ph: 09 524 7448 

www.gallipoli2015.co.nz       info@travcorp.co.nz 

Sharma Smith, House of Travel Product; Munish Chetty, 
Orbitz Worldwide; Melissa Dearing, Lifestyle Holidays

More than 300 Kiwi travel 
agents entered Air Tahiti Nui’s 
‘cheeky’ Los Angeles promo 
last week with most correctly 
naming the airline as the 
quickest one-stop route from 
Auckland to Los Angeles in 
15 hours, says TN’s general 
manager New Zealand Mark 
Hutchinson.

In a bid to build awareness 
about the airline’s straight-line 
service to Los Angeles via Tahiti, 
the promotion asked agents to find the best airline 
to get New Zealand tennis ace Marina Erakovic from 
Auckland to the United States in 15 hours.

House of Travel Lower Hutt travel agent Charlie 
Ward is the match winner and will (like Erakovic) 
experience an Air Tahiti Nui flight to Los Angeles 
and the chance to stop over in Tahiti.  Ward told 
TRAVELinc Memo he turns 21 next year – so feels the 
trip will make a fitting celebration.

Hutchinson says he was impressed with the 
enthusiasm with which Kiwi agents responded to the 
promotion and was thrilled that most were aware of 
the airline’s one-stop service to the US.

New Zealand’s only top 100 ranked tennis player, 
Erakovic was this year named as one of Air Tahiti 
Nui’s first ambassadors.

Meantime, Air Tahiti Nui has launched holiday 
deals for a week in the islands of Tahiti from $1799, 
on sale until 9 September.  Hutchinson says the 
spring deals highlight the range of accommodation 
available in Tahiti.

‘From thatched Polynesian-style huts to 
overwater luxury in a five-star resort, the variety of 
accommodation options on offer in the islands of 
Tahiti means there is a holiday to suit all budgets,’ 
Hutchinson says.

Charlie right for trip to Tahiti

For more on the offer see www.airtahitinui.co.nz
French workshops
The deals come at a time when French Polynesia is about to 

be the feature destination at the 2014 French Travel Workshop 
on Friday 5 September. The workshop is from 10am to 1pm at 
Pullman Auckland and will involve 50 exhibitors from France 
and French Polynesia. (See page 2 for registration details). 

Exhibitors from Tahiti will include Tahiti Tourisme, Air Tahiti 
Nui, Aranui Cruises, InterContinental Resorts, SPM Hotels  
and more.

General French exhibitors include Club Med, Accor, Monaco 
Tourism, New Caledonia, Sud de France, a strong contingent 
from the Visit Paris Region and many others.

Trip winner Charlie Ward 
of Lower Hutt

Kiwis ready to Tok Tok

More than 15 product managers, hoteliers and cruise 
operators from around New Zealand have converged on 
Vanuatu for Tok Tok 2014.

Kicking off on Thursday, the annual trade show will see 40 
Vanuatu accommodation and activity products shown off to 
travel wholesalers from New Zealand, Australia, UK and Asia.

This year’s theme, ‘Celebrate Vanuatu Cultures’ will 
showcase Vanuatu’s vibrant culture and traditions as well as 
an array of products that are signatory to Vanuatu as a holiday 
destination.

Pre-tours to both Espirtu Santo and Tanna islands will be 
conducted over the next two days.

By ALEISHA MOORE in Vanuatu

http://www.koreanair.com
http://www.gallipoli2015.co.nz/
http://www.lufthansa.com/nz/en/Homepage?WT.srch=1&WT.mc_id=SEABRAND_NZ_en
www.airtahitinui.co.nz


BRING HOME A

BLACK PEARL
when you participate in the 
2014 French Travel Workshop

Friday 5th Sept
10 am - 1 pm PULLMAN AUCKLAND

Registration: www.franceworkshop.co.nz
Any enquiry, call Sophie at +61 2 9231 5243

E-mail: trade.au@atout-france.fr

Hear from more than
50 exhibitors from France and French Polynesia and

WIN  A  TR IP  FOR 2  TO TAHIT I *

(free circulation between booths)

(entry details at the Tahiti seminar at 12.30pm)

TAHITIAN

www.franceworkshop.co.nz


Solomon Islands Visitor Bureau (SIVB) 
is currently running a media famil to 
the Solomon Islands. Escorted by SIVB 
representative, Mike Parker-Brown, 
the six-day itinerary visits key areas of 
interest to the New Zealand market. 

The capital and gateway city of 
Honiara is home to numerous WWII 
mini museums and battlefields.  But it 
is the outer islands that are the reason 
to travel here, with renowned dive and 
surfing sites, and coral gardens and 
sunken wrecks. The group is heading to 
the Western Province, to the islands of 
New Georgia and Ghizo, where the water 
is reputed to be the best in the world for 
its clarity and spectacular underwater 
biodiversity.

Around 25,000 travellers visit the 
Solomon’s every year, with Australians 
and New Zealanders in first and second 

Steaking out Noumea

Pacific

The 360° Restaurant at Ramada 
Plaza Noumea has reopened this week 
with a new name, concept and menu.  
L’Entrecôte au 360, meaning Rib-eye 
steak at the 360, is a new concept in 
French restaurants where the menu is 
composed of just one dish: a rib-eye steak 
served with a secret sauce. 

Guests can choose the dish size based 
on their appetite, starting from 200g  up 
to 1kg of steak, all served with a salad and 

place respectively, followed by Americans 
and Japanese veterans. The destination is 
changing, attracting family groups, sports 
fishermen, yachties, bird enthusiasts 
and travellers who want to discover an 
untouristed slice of the Pacific.

Accommodation varies from budget 
to high-end. There are the full service 
hotels in Honiara, through to eco-lodges, 
boutique resorts and home-stays dotted 
around the islands.

 On the first night in Honiara, the group 
stayed at the Heritage Park Hotel, which 
features waterfront rooms and suites, 
serviced studios and three-bedroom 
apartments, resort pool, gym, reliable 
wifi and new conference facilities for up 
to 250 delegates.

Sinalei specials
Sinalei Reef Resort & Spa has a pair of 

parallel special offers for new bookings 
made for stays between 1 November, 
2014 and 31 March, 2015. 

These offers include free nights based 
on preferred length of stay.

- Pay for 4 nights, stay for 5.
- Pay for 5 nights, stay for 7.
Sinalei’s Stay-Pay offers are available 

for a limited time through all major 
South Pacific specialists.

Sinalei has 29 Villa hideaways with 
garden, ocean view or beach side settings 
and tropical surrounds. The resort only 
acceps guests over 12 years of age.

By RUTH SCOTT in Honiara

We bumped in to Ray 
Aucott from Pak ya 
Bags (right) in Honiara 
(of all places in the 
world) and snapped 
him with Mike Parker-
Brown and Ellison 
Kyere, both SIVB

Pool at the Heritage 
Park Hotel, Honiara

Welkum to the 
Solomon Islands

Sinalei Reef Resort & Spa has specials from 
1 November 2014 to March 2015

Captain Cook Cruises has released 
a ‘kids cruise free’ offer, with sales 
to October 31 and travel from 1 
November 2014 through to 31 March 
2015. The offer is for kids (five to 17 
years old) in cabins and staterooms.

Kids cruise 
free

unlimited French fries.
Non meat lovers have an alternative 

option of seared tuna served with a 
Japanese sauce, salad and French fries.

Hot and cold buffet breakfast is now  
served on Saturdays and Sundays at the 
360° revolving restaurant. Continental 
breakfast is still served at The Rendez-
Vous sports bar Monday to Sunday.

TRAVELinc Memo 26 August 2014   3



Pacific

Outrigger on the Lagoon Fiji is 
encouraging guests aged seven to 12 
years to be Kula Park rangers for a 
hands-on experience with Fiji wildlife.

To be a ‘ranger for a day’ costs FJ$120 
(approx NZD$76) which includes two 
way transport, lunch and drinks, a 
Kula Park ranger uniform shirt, digital 
photographs and 20% government taxes. 

Rangers help out in the diet centre, 
preparing special food for the soft coral 
and tropical fish display and hand feed 
bird species such as the Kula Collared 
Lories.  They also help give health checks 
to some of Fiji’s rarest iguanas and hand-
feed baby animals such as lambs, goats, 
peacock and quail chicks. 

Kula Eco Park rangers leave their mark 
in Fiji by planting a tree whose fruit is 
part of the diet of the many wild coloured 
fruit doves that visit the park. 

New Zealand arrivals to Hawaii are 
up 56.3% for January – June 2014 
compared to the same period last year, 
according to recently released Hawaii 
Tourism Authority (HTA) statistics. 

HTA’s Darragh Walshe says O’ahu 
and Maui arrivals reflect that strong 
growth. ‘Kaua’I and Hawai’I Island 
haven’t performed as well, so we 
need to keep our most northern and 
southern islands front of mind.’

Hawaii: strong 
Kiwi arrivals

New Zealander Mark Blumsky, together 
with his Niuean family, has just opened 
what he describes as being the ‘Cape 
Kidnapper’s of mini golf.’

The cliff top, 18 hole mini golf 
course has sweeping ocean views and 
is set in the coral terrain.  The Kiwi 
designed course will offer visitors a new 
recreational challenge on the island. The 
course also hosts the Vaiolama Café, 
perched atop the steep cliffs, and is a 
base for mountain bike hire. The fleet of 
new Merida mountain bikes is already 
proving popular with tourists and offers 
an excellent way to experience the island 
and its well marked bike trails. 

Visit www.niueisland.com and see the 
August issue of TRAVELinc magazine 
due on your desks today.

Ranger for a day in Fiji

Niue tees off
Mark and Pauline Blumsky

Ranger activities are supervised by 
senior staff members at all times.

Self guided tours of the park cost 
FJ$30 for adults and FJ$15 for children 
up to 11 years with a family pass for two 
adults and two children FJ$80.

Wananavu Beach Resort is having what 
it describes as a ‘crazy’ sale till 31 August 
2014 - F$99 per person per night with 
breakfast in a garden view bure. Travel is 
until 31st March 2015.

Short term deal

Wananavu pool deck

The  mini 
golf course



Kiwi restaurateur, author and TV 
personality Iain “Huey” Hewitson has 
opened Big Huey’s Diner in South 
Melbourne.

Channelling a 1950s rock’n’roll theme, 
the American-style diner’s menu offers a 
fresh take on classic Americana serving 
up favourites such as burgers, burritos, 
hotdogs and po’boys with a personalised 
‘Huey’ twist. Hewitson also co-owns St 
Kilda’s Barney Allen’s.

Big Huey’s Diner is open Tuesday to Sunday 
from 12pm. www.bighueysdiner.com.au

Melbourne 
move

The Carnival of Flowers in Toowoomba, 
Queensland starts Thursday, 18 
September with musical powerhouse 
Deborah Conway and Willy Zygier set to 
raise the roof at the launch party. Around 
17 events will follow between then and 28 
September. More than 130 performers are 
expected to attend, along with Alive and 
Cooking chef James Reeson and ABC TV 
Gardening Australia guru, Josh Byrne.

Australian legends Icehouse and 
Deborah Conway headline the music 
programme that also includes Something 
for Kate, The Kite String Tangle, 
Saskwatch and San Cisco. Dorothy the 
Dinosaur is making an appearance for 
the children, and there’ll be a Kids in the 
Kitchen workshop.

Toowoomba’s mountain top location 

means it has extraordinary panoramic 
views, while its red earth means that 
gardens flourish - so much so that the city 
has been celebrating with a Carnival of 
Flowers for 65 years.

During that time, the festival has 
evolved into more than just a garden fest. 
Although gardens and the Grand Central 
Floral Parade remain at the heart of the 
celebration, the festival also involves 
music, design, the arts, fashion and food.

A new event this year is a gala dinner 
where southern Queensland produce will 
be on show in a five-course degustation 
menu under the stars in Upper Queens 
Park. Diners will havea preview of the 
winning entries in the Floral Art Design 
competition and the launch of the Culture 
to Couture fashions.

Edwina San is 
director of sales 
and marketing 
at Park Hyatt 
Melbourne. She 
was most recently 
with the Melbourne 
Convention 
Bureau as general manager commercial 
partnerships for seven years.

She was responsible for marketing, 
communications, strategic alliances, 
membership and events and played an 
integral role in establishing the bureau’s 
international corporate and incentive 
business unit.

Victoria will host the inaugural Cadel 
Evans Great Ocean Road Race from 31 
January – 1 February 2015. 

The two day event is the first of its 
kind in Australia and will feature an 
Elite Women’s and Elite Mren’s oad race 
catering to cyclist enthusiasts of all ages 
and abilities.

The course covers some of Victoria’s 
most spectacular coastal scenery, 
beginning in Geelong, travelling through 
Cadel’s home town of Barwon Heads, 
passing by Thirteenth Beach, Torquay, 
Bell’s Beach and the rolling hills around 
Moriac before finishing on Geelong’s 
waterfront.

www.cadelevansgreatoceanroadrace.
com.au

Flower carnival more than plants

Racing along Ocean Rd

Australia

Edwina San

Rock’n’Roll into Big Huey’s Diner

Five Mercure hotels, located 
conveniently within easy reach of 
Melbourne’s famous attractions and 
landmarks, have a special ‘Mercure 
Weekends’ package.

Guests looking to stay two nights 
in Melbourne, arriving between 
Thursday and Sunday can have full 
complimentary buffet breakfast, 
late check-out and a $50 food and 
beverage voucher which can be spent 
on food, coffee or specially selected 

Australian wines from 
Mercure’s Flavours from 
the Cellar wine selection.

The Mercure Weekends 
package starts from $159 
per night at Mercure 
Welcome Melbourne, 
located in the heart of 
Melbourne on Little 
Bourke Street. The hotel is 
surrounded by Melbourne’s 
popular shopping precincts, 
theatres, galleries, bars 

and restaurants. Or the $50 food and 
beverage voucher can be put to good 
use at Mercure Welcome Melbourne’s 
Cocoon Bar, Soul Café or The Louden 
Kitchen & Grill.

Mercure Weekends packages are 
also available at Mercure Melbourne 
Treasury Gardens, Mercure North 
Melbourne, Mercure Melbourne  
Albert Park and Mercure Melbourne 
Therry Street. 

To book visit: www.mercure.com  

Mercure weekends

Melbourne’s 
Mercure hotels are 
offering weekend 
specials
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TEC time in HamiltonNew Zealand

Government funding of $8 million 
to maintain and enhance the Great 
Rides of New Zealand will help ensure 
the trails are delivering the best 
possible visitor experience, says Evan 
Freshwater, manager Nga Haerenga The 
New Zealand Cycle Trail Inc. (NZCT).

The government announced criteria 
recently for the $8 million contestable 
fund over four years. 

‘This new funding will be used to 

More than 200 tourism professionals 
are in the Hamilton – Waikato region to 
attend the Tourism Export Council (TEC) 
conference starting today.

Chief executive of TEC, Lesley Immink 
says delegates will be ‘surprised and 
wowed’ when they realise the potential 
of the region. The conference is at the 
Novotel Tainui Hotel with an awards 
function at the Claudelands Event Centre 
and themed ‘Middle Earth’ final evening 
at Hobbiton. Familiarisation tours include 
delegates visiting Sanctuary Mountain, 
Maungatautari, Raglan and the best of 
the west, Waikato River trails, Te Aroha 
and the east, Waitomo, and a fresh look 
and Hamilton City tour, including the 
Gardens, a river tour and the Good George 
Brewery.   

Hamilton Waikato chief executive Kiri 
Goulter says the conference has brought 
the top New Zealand inbound holiday 
destination decision makers to the area 

and gives tour operators in the region a 
real vehicle to promote their products. 

Goulter says being awarded the 
conference was the culmination of years 
of hard work by the regional tourism 
organisation of working closely with 
inbound operators and educating them 
about the region. 

(TRAVELinc Memo editor Stu 
Freeman is in Hamilton to cover the TEC 
conference.)

Glen Aros Country Estate has recently 
been recognised as a Qualmark New 

Qualmark recognition for Glen Aros

maintain and improve safety and 
quality across this world-class network 
of 23 Great Rides’, says Freshwater.

‘For example, the fund will allow trail 
managers to realign sections of trail 
where the gradient may exceed what is 
desirable for riders, improve the trail 
surface or build bridges or boardwalks. 
The funding can also be used to make 
repairs after storm damage.’

Government 
funding will ensure 

the NZ cycle trails 
deliver the best 
possible visitor 

experience (Photo 
courtesy of DOC, St 

James Cycle Trail)

Funds will boost
safety and quality

Zealand Luxury Lodge.
Observations from the Qualmark 

assessor included that the ‘attentiveness 
and professionalism of the hosts 
came to the fore and was delivered 
consistently throughout  
the stay.’

Lodge manager Meg Bremner says the 
achievement confirms that the lodge 
meets the expectations of its guests and 
travel company partners.

Glen Aros Country Estate

Artist Michael Osborne’s new works 
will be shown as a collection and available 
to the public in a special exhibition at 
Terrace Downs Resort titled ‘Flying High’ 
from 19 September  – 29 October.

The exhibition opening is to be held on 
Friday 19  September. The buffet is priced 
at $35pp and includes complimentary 
beverage on arrival.

Bookings for the opening are essential. 
The exhibition is free to attend during 
resort opening hours. The works will be 
available to purchase from the resort and 
online at www.terracedownsart.vc.net.nz

Art flies high

Tiger Moth, by Michael Osborne

A recent theme set up at Claudelands - tonight’s 
TEC function is being held at the venue
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New Zealand

About 1050 delegates from around 
the world are in Auckland this week for 
the Scientific Committee on Antarctic 
Research (SCAR) conference at 
SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre. 

Business sessions carry on until 
Thursday 28 August, when the event 
wraps up in Auckland with a closing 
ceremony and best poster awards.

The event dovetails into the annual 
general meeting of the Council of 
Managers of National Antarctic 
Programs, which ahs 100 delegates in 
Christchurch.

One in 12 (8.4%) jobs held by 
Auckland residents are supported 
by tourism, according to new figures 
released by the Tourism Industry 
Association New Zealand (TIA).

The value of tourism to Auckland 
is highlighted in the Tourism 2014 
Election Manifesto, released yesterday.

The manifesto also highlights that the 
$4.83 billion a year that international 
and domestic visitors spend in 
Auckland is equivalent to 7% of the 
region’s gross domestic product (GDP).

‘This shows that tourism is a 
significant and valuable part of 
Auckland’s economy. But both the 
Tourism Election Manifesto and 
Tourism 2025, the industry-led growth 
framework, indicate there is plenty of 
potential to grow tourism even more,’ 
TIA chief executive Chris Roberts says.

Eating a Kiwifruit in Kiwi land – Paul Winberry from 
Central Washington University is no stranger to the 
fruit but made sure he sampled one at its ‘home 
base’ when he attended the SCAR conference as a 
delegate yesterday.

Speaking science

Quest Serviced Apartments has a new 
property in central Wellington.

Quest on Thorndon opened this month 
and is a 37-room complex consisting of 
17 one bedroom apartments, 15 studio 
apartments, three special access studio 
apartments and two apartments with two 
bedrooms. 

Each apartment has a fully equipped 

kitchen, private 
laundry and 
spacious living 
and dining areas. 
Other amenities 
include Quest’s 
pantry shopping 
service, free high-
speed internet 
access, chargeback 
facilities with local 
restaurants, valet dry 
cleaning and secure 
onsite car parking. It 

also offers a choice of 350 free in-house 
movies. 

The property is a short distance 
from Westpac Stadium, the TSB Bank 
Arena and the city’s entertainment hub, 
Courtenay Place. 

This is the seventh, and Quest’s first 
purpose built property, to open in the 
capital.

register now www.convenesouth.co.nz
convene south 2014     I     tuesday september 2     I    aIr Force museum, WIgram

Connecting the South Island for business events

Quest on Thorndon
Quest on Thorndon

Comfort Inn Academy (formerly 
Academy Motor Inn) has joined the stable 
of Choice hotels in the Bay of Plenty 
region. Guests can access an assortment 
of onsite services including an outdoor 
seasonally heated swimming pool, jacuzzi 
and barbecue area, laundry facilities, free 
wifi and 32” LED flat screen TVs with 
Freeview in every room. 

Comfort Inn Academy has private off-
street parking and a 24-hour surveillance 
security camera system.

Choice in Tauranga

New stats highlight tourism value to Auckland
‘We know that tourism supports 

regional communities across New 
Zealand, driving regional economic 
growth and creating employment 
opportunities.’ The interactive 
employment and regional visitor spend 
maps released with the manifesto will 
help demonstrate that to central and 
local government politicians, business 
leaders, decision makers and their 
communities around the country., says 
Roberts.

Tourism 2025 also stresses the need 
for improved insight into the tourism 
industry, prompting TIA to team with 
Statistics New Zealand and Lincoln 
University to produce the new Tourism 
Employment Atlas and Regional 
Tourism Expenditure maps.

For the full Tourism 2014 Election 
Manifesto: www.tourism2025.org.nz

Christchurch based inbound tour 
operators, corporate travel agents 
and incentive operators are being 
encouraged to attend Convene South 
next week. 

Being held at the Air Force Museum 
Wigram on 2 September, the free expo 
will present more than 100 South Island 
suppliers – including hotels, attractons 
and activities. Attendees will have 
the opportunity to enter numerous 
prize draws and to attend optional 
educational seminars. Register here

Time to Convene
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Cruising

APT and Travelmarvel will expand 
operations in Asia with the addition of two 
new riverships in Burma (Myanmar), one 
for each brand. 

APT’s new ship – the RV Samatha 
(named to reflect the Buddhist practice 
of calming the mind to achieve peace 
and tranquility) – is a high end luxury 
vessel featuring 30 suites ranging from 
27 sqm to 48.7 sqm, many of which 
will feature twin balconies. The new 
rivership will offer a swimming pool, air 
conditioned lounge area on the sundeck, 
an observation deck, two restaurants - a 
main restaurant and a private fine dining 

APT, Travelmarvel expand in Burma MSC Cruises will mark 
the annual Cruise Week by 
offering the New Zealand 
market 2014 and 2015 cruise 
deals, including a seven-night 
Mediterranean cruise from 
$NZ599 per person, twin 
share for an ocean view cabin.

For clients wishing to board 
one of the cruise ships for a 
19-night Grand Voyage from 
Brazil to Italy’s Genoa, the 
lead-in fare is $NZ1229 per 
person twin share –$NZ65 per person 
per night.

For the Mediterranean and Northern 
European cruise season in 2015 MSC 
Cruises has extended its earlybird offers 
with savings up to $500pp on departures.  

2014 Cruise Week, organised by the 
Cruise Lines International Association 
(CLIA) Australasia, will be held 
September 1-8. 

Other money-saving MSC Cruises offers 
during the celebrations include:

- 14 or 21 night Grand Mediterranean 
voyage with free transfer between the 
ports of Venice and Genoa priced from 
$NZ1558 pp, twin share;

- Seven-night Caribbean return cruise 
from Miami priced from $NZ609pp,  
twin share.

restaurant and a spa and massage facility.  
Travelmarvel’s new ship, the RV 

Princess Panhwar (named after the 
famous queen of Vishnu) will be a 
36-suite vessel offering premium four star 
river cruising. Highlights include outside 
balconies on many of the cabins, which 
range from 26sqm to 42.5 sqm in size, an 
air conditioned lounge area on the sun 
deck, a main restaurant and a spa and 
massage facility. 

The riverships are being built in 
Yangon in partnership between APT, 
Travelmarvel and the Maing Fong 
Company.

These specials will be on sale 
exclusively during Cruise Week.

www.msccruises.com.au

Outside cabin with balcony on MSC Magnifica.

Three new seven-night itineraries cruising on the 
Chindwin or Irrawaddy River priced from $3,999pp. 

Tel: 0800 422 784  or 09 444 2298   Click here for website

*Price in NZD, based on main deck category, twin share. Includes port taxes and 

government fees. Conditions apply. Sales to 30/09/2014 or until sold out. 

Pandaw River expeditions into exotic Burma

During a Carnival cruise to the 
Bahamas, Cozumel or Catalina Island, 
California guests can see a well known 
band in a theatre venue. Guests who 
choose a Carnival LIVE cruise can 
purchase tickets from between US$20 
and $40 pp depending on the band. 
Names such as REO Speedwagon, 
Jewel, STYX, and Kansas are among 
those featured.

Contact Francis Travel Marketing 
ph 09 444 2298 email reservations@
francistravelmarketing.co.nz

Concerts on Carnival

Windstar Cruises is offering an ‘exotics 
tropics sale’ on 10 day cruises on Star 
Pride, featuring Singapore and the Malay 
Peninsula. As well as visiting the modern 
cities of Kuala Lumpur and Singapore, 
guests will get the opportunity to kayak 
through tranquil mangroves, snorkel 
from beaches and experience the mix of 
cultures that makes up southeast Asia. 

Starting from Singapore, the cruise 
heads to Penang, Langkawi (Porto 
Malai), Phuket, Ko Yao Noi, Pulau 

Exotic Windstar

Pangkor (Ipoh), Kuala Lumpur (Port 
Klang), Malacca and back to Singapore. 
The cruise fare is from NZ$2,399 (based 
on the 12 December 2014 sailing). 

Check with Francis Travel Marketing 
for other dates, inclusions etc.

 Windstar’s Star Pride

Cruise Week deals Magnifica - outside cabin 
with balcony
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Asia

This year’s Amari Watergate Bangkok 
and BMW Thailand Charity Midnight 
Run will be held on Saturday, 18 
October. 

Competitors can choose from 
two distances, six or 12 kilometres, 
depending on ability. During the race, 
the city streets are closed to traffic to 
ensure the 7,000 runners can enjoy the 
race through the heart of the city.

Entrance to the race can be purchased 
from 500 THB per person but for 1,000 
THB, applicants are automatically 
entered in to the grand raffle. The male 
and female winners of the 12k race will 
be awarded the royal trophy of HRH 
Princess Sirindhorn. 

Winners of each category, including 
the family team and the fancy dress team 

also receive a trophy and all runners 
who cross the finish line will receive a 
commemorative medal.

This year the proceeds from the 
race will go to three major charities, 
the Chalerm Prakiat HRH Princess 
Sirindhorn School in Lampoon province, 
which supports the education of children 
who have lost their parents to AIDS, 
the Baan Gerda Children’s Project 
which supports HIV-infected orphans 
in Nongmuang, Lopburi province and 
Baht for a Better Life, an Amari CSR 
project, dedicated to offering educational 
opportunities for underprivileged 
children in Bangkok and rural areas.

For a post-run cool down, athletes 
are invited to a cocktail party at Amari 
Watergate’s, Henry J. Bean’s Bar & Grill. 

Midnight run in Bangkok

Amari Watergate Bangkok along 
with BMW is supporting the Thailand 
Charity Midnight Run
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Asia

The first of Air New Zealand’s 
refurbished Boeing 777-200ER aircraft 
took to the skies over the weekend. 

Air New Zealand is progressively 
refitting its 777-200ER fleet bringing the 
on-board customer experience into line 
with its Boeing 777-300ER and new 787-
9 aircraft. 

Air New Zealand’s eight 777-200ERs 
are having their interiors stripped out 
and replaced as part of a $100 million 
fleet refurbishment project.  ZK-OKA is 
the first to be completed and customers 
travelling on NZ135/NZ136 between 
Auckland and Brisbane over the 
weekend were the first to experience it. 
The remainder of the airline’s Boeing 
777-200ER fleet is being progressively 
refurbished with the final aircraft 
scheduled to roll out of the hangar late 
next year.

The refurbished aircraft features the 

Cathay Pacific Airways will launch 
a new four-times-weekly non-stop 
service from Hong Kong to Boston, 
Massachusetts, on 2 May 2015, subject 
to government approval. The new service 
will provide the first direct link between 
New England and Hong Kong.

Cathay to Boston

China from $1,269  - SaleS to 31 aUG 14 CLICK HEREGreat service. 
Great people. Great fares.

Singapore Changi Airport handled 
some 4.58 million passenger movements 
in July 2014, an increase of 1% compared 
to the same period last year, while flight 
movements dipped 2.6% to 28,200. 

Passenger traffic during the month was 
supported by an increase in air travel 
between Singapore and Northeast Asia and 
South Asia, offset by weaker performance 
on some Southeast Asian routes. 
Among Changi Airport’s top 10 country 
markets, Hong Kong, India and Vietnam 
registered double-digit increases.

Airlines

The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company will 
operate its first golf resort in China when 
The Ritz-Carlton, Mission Hills opens in 
late 2015 on the tropical island of Hainan.

Located in Haikou, the capital of Hainan 
Province, the 201 room resort includes 
21 private villas and a dedicated club 
house. The Haikou Mission Hills Golf 
Club project includes 10 world-class golf 
courses and will be the largest public golf 
complex in the world.

Korean Air flights to/from 
Nairobi will be temporarily 
suspended until 24 October to 
ensure the safety of clients against 
the Ebola outbreak. The flight will 
resume based on how the situation 
progresses. Anyone planning to 
travel to Nairobi, should check the 
flight operation status in advance. 

www.koreanair.com

New Fairmont in Eastern China

Ritz-Carlton to Hainan

Fairmont Hotels & Resorts and Golden 
Land Real Estate will develop a new hotel 
in Suzhou, Jiangsu Province, Eastern 
China. Fairmont Suzhou, scheduled to 
open in 2018, will join the company’s 
growing portfolio of luxury hotels and 
residences in China.The hotel will feature 
390 luxury guestrooms and five dining 
outlets. The hotel will also house over 
4,000 sqm of banquet and event space. 
Leisure facilities will include a swimming 
pool and Willow Stream Spa, the 
company’s branded spa product.Fairmont Suzhou

KE suspends Nairobi

The refurbished 
aircraft has nine 

rows of Economy 
Skycouch

new luxury premium economy seat which 
recently debuted on the airline’s 787-9 
Dreamliner and nine rows of Economy 
Skycouch. The business premier lie-flat 
bed and economy seat round out the 
inflight product offering.  Also on board 
is a new Panasonic eX3 seatback inflight 
entertainment system.

Refitted plane
takes to skies Changi chat

Ritz-Carlton Mission Hills opens late 2015
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Americas Asia Late Breaks

Regularly scheduled tours of Old 
Sacramento’s underground will continue 
through November 2014 and will resume 
in March 2015. There are also some adult 
evening tours with more tales of the city’s 
colorful residents.

Hidden beneath the city for nearly 150 
years, Old Sacramento’s underground 
has long been the Californian capital’s 
best-kept secret.  Visitors can now 
join residents in uncovering the facts 
behind the legends that lie below Old 
Sacramento’s buildings and sidewalks.  
They explore excavated foundations and 

Adventure World’s five day Hidden 
Treasures of Peru is now priced from 
$1,109 per person. The company 
points out that Peru offers an empire of 
hidden treasures for every visitor. 

Clients can discover the delights of 
Cuzco, the villages and ancient ruins 
of the Sacred Valley and the crowning 

 CALL NOW
0508 396 842 All the corners of India? Yes we do!!

www.exotic holidays.co.nz  info@exoticholidays.co.nz

Beneath Old Sacramento

enclosed pathways while the tour guide 
recounts the tales of the devastation, 
perseverance, and determination that 
led to California’s only successful street-
raising project.

www.historicoldsac.org

Hidden 
Treasures: 
save $250

glory of the Inca civilisation - Machu 
Picchu. The price includes four 
nights’ accommodation, most meals, 
transfers and sightseeing. On sale until 
15 September 2014, valid for travel 
until 15 December 2014. For more 
information ph 0508 496 753  

www.adventureworld.com

The Innovative Travel Co’s 2015 
Ancient Kingdoms Holidays Asia 
brochure is now available on-line.  The 
44 page glossy brochure covering India, 
Sri Lanka, Maldives, Vietnam, Laos, 
Cambodia, Myanmar & China provides 
a comprehensive line-up of private 
touring, boutique cruises, culinary 
tours and active holidays.  Twenty new 
programmes are featured for 2015 
including four new India tours: The 
Roads of Karma, Ride India on a Royal 
Enfield, Kerala Cycling Tour. There is 
also a small group tour with maximum 
16 persons  - Golden India,  six days ex 
Delhi, which also visits Jaipur and Agra 
priced from $880pp twin.  Featured 
for the first time are two Sri Lanka 
options and a four day extension to the 
spectacular Maldives.  A motorbike tour 
and Cycling the Mekong Delta are among 

Exotic Holidays is promoting its 14 day 
Tiger Trail, saying the tour is ideal for 
lovers of flora and fauna. The tour begins 
in Delhi, with a day of sightseeing before 
heading to Jaipur. 

It then takes in Ranthambore National 
Park, famous for tiger. Ranthambore is 
the largest national park in Northern 
India and was once the exclusive hunting 
ground of the maharajahs. Clients spend 
a couple of days game viewing, with spare 
time to visit the markets or take a boat 
ride on Lake Mansarovar, before heading 

four new options for Vietnam.  Cycling 
the Angkor Temples and Beaches & 
Islands of Cambodia are among the newly 
featured Cambodian holidays, while 
three new holidays have been added 
to the Laos selection. FREEPHONE 
0508 100 111 info@innovative-travel.
com or click here to view the on-line 
brochure http://en.calameo.com/
read/000648786217928a8ac5e

to Agra and the Taj Mahal.
They then board the overnight train 

for Bandhavgarh National Park and 
the highest population of tigers seen 
anywhere in India.

The independent tour can be modified 
or operated in reverse and includes 
accommodation, most meals, overnight 
train, private car transfers and tours with 
air-conditioning, local English speaking 
guides, entrance fees at monuments and 
more. For prices and details email info@
exoticholidays.co.nz 

Exotic on tiger’s trail

Innovative Travel Co’s 2015 Asia 
brochure has 20 new tours2015 Asia brochure on-line
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‘Deep breathing is beneficial in times 
of stress, but any type of breathing is 
always advisable.’

PEARL’s PEARLER

Be in to win the 
beautifully illustrated 
Lonely Planet coffee 
table book - The 
Cities Book, a 
journey through the 
best cities in the world. Send your 
entry to competitions@promag.co.nz 
with ‘Lonely Planet’ in the subject line.

The World with The Travel Corporation

The Tanoa Hotel Group’s new 
website tanoahotels.com features 
all 10 hotels on the main site, and 
individual hotel sites then provide 
comprehensive information on each 
hotel. 

In addition to the standard hotel 
information, including room types, 
conference and event facilities and 
food and beverage options, the sites 
also have new features, including 
a  ‘things to do’ page of local 
attractions around each hotel. 

New images provide a fresh look 
and the trade are encouraged to 
access these through a simple 
download function.

AAT Kings, Adventure World, Contiki, 
Insight, Trafalgar and Uniworld will be 
‘on show’ at The Travel Corporation’s 
2014 annual industry events around New 
Zealand. Breakfasts and dinners will be 
hosted in September with complimentary 
meals and drinks. Prizes can be won at 
each event and spaces are limited so 
RSVPs are essential. 

Hawkes Bay:  22 September, Masonic 
Emporium - breakfast starts 7.15am

Wellington: 22 September, Monsoon 
Poon – dinner starts 6pm

Palmerston North: 23 September, 

Distinction Hotel – breakfast starts 
7.15am

New Plymouth: 23 September, 
Pankawalla – dinner starts 5.30pm

Hamilton: 23 September, Gothenburg 
- dinner starts 5.30pm

Tauranga: 24 September, Mills Reef 
Winery – Breakfast starts 7.15am

Auckland: 24 September, La Cigale – 
dinner starts 6pm

Christchurch: 25 September, The 
Pedal Pusher – Dinner starts 5.30pm

adventureworld.co.nz/experience- 
the-world

Wild Earth Travel is reminding agents 
they have under a week left to get any 
Antarctic or Arctic bookings confirmed, 
to go into the draw to win a trip to 
Antarctica. Every new polar booking 
made by 31 August automatically gets 
agents a Wild Earth Windstopper jacket, 
plus one entry into the draw. 

With last minute specials for this 
season, plus early booking discounts for 
clients thinking ahead and ships ranging 
from Russian expedition style, to French 
luxury vessels,  Wild Earth has a large 
range of polar expeditions available. 
info@wildearth-travel.com 

Wild opportunity

ET is now on sale to ADD, NBO, HRE, JNB. Ticket by 08OCT.

Tanoa Hotel Group’s  
new website

Dubai’s hotels welcomed more than 5.8 
million tourists in the first half of 2014 –
the highest number of visitors achieved by 
the destination in the first six months of 
a year. The statistics, released by Dubai’s 
Department of Tourism and Commerce 
Marketing (DTCM) yesterday, show 
increases across key indicators including 
hotel establishment guests, hotel and hotel 
apartment room revenues, F&B revenue 
and average length of stay.

Travel agents can win  a five night 
Golden Triangle India itinerary (land 
only) with World Journeys. Each client 
booked on World Journeys’ 2014 small 
group escorted Palaces & Wildlife of 
India journey enters the agent into the 
prize draw .  Valid for sales deposited 
by 29 Aug 2014.  In addition, agents 
can offer clients a saving of $300 
per person on the 21 day Palaces & 
Wildlife of India Journey, departing 
19 Oct 2014, if booked and deposited 
by 29 Aug 2014.  Featuring four and 
five star accommodation, the Journey 
is guaranteed to go, and will be fully 
escorted from NZ.   

For further details contact info@
worldjourneys.co.nz

Dubai hotels mark record

Win India!

Each new polar booking with Wild Earth 
Travel earns the agent a jacket

Win with Memo and 
Lonely Planet
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