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SKAL numbers show  
pick-up in NZ clubs

Register for South Korea famil

Efforts on the ground at a local club level appear to have 
halted a decline in numbers for SKAL (the international 
association of travel and tourism professionals) in New 
Zealand.

At a SKAL International New Zealand executive committee 
meeting yesterday, clubs reported membership increases over 
the past few months with more in the pipeline.

NZ president Tony Smith says clubs worldwide are facing 
membership challenges but reports from clubs in Auckland, 
Wellington, Queenstown and Christchurch yesterday all 
indicated the tide may be turning. The challenge, he says, 
remains involving younger members and also obtaining 
members from diverse avenues such as port authorities, 
railways, golf clubs and restaurants. 

‘It is a small growth but at least it is an increase, so it is 
looking good.’

At yesterday’s executive meeting, held in the Rendezvous 
Christchurch, the local club was the stand out. 

Christchurch president Leighton Cameron says the club has 
between 87 and 90 members now, and 15 prospects. ‘We are 
looking to hit three figures in the not too distant future. We tell 
our committee to actively seek prospects and they do that.’

Auckland president Gaye Wood says the club has 10 
new members close to joining, while Wellington’s Bridget 
MacDonald reports that numbers have increased from 51 to 54 
in recent months. ‘We are aiming for 65 members by the end of 
the year.’

SKAL International NZ has set the dates for its 2015 annual 
general meeting - it will take place at the CQ Wellingtnon on 14 
March, with a welcome function the day before.

Korean Air and JTB NZ are organising an agent 
famil to South Korea. Participants will get the 
opportunity to taste real Kimchi, see ancient 
palaces, hop on a bullet train and follow in Queen 
Elizabeth’s footsteps to Andong (Unesco World 
Heritage) and get some Gangnam style.

Limited places are available and the dates are 
16 – 2 3 October 2014. Applications close end of 
August 2014.

For more details, download the pdf HERE or 
email Mike at mike.kim@koreanair.co.nz

Best of the Med
Small group escorted cruise-tours  Jun/Aug ‘15

Guaranteed departure
Book by 31 Oct to save $400 
per couple

0800 117311    
www.worldjourneys.co.nz TRAVEL 

RECRUITMENT 
SPECIALIST

HELEN CAMBELL
Tel: 09 966 2549 DDI
staff@topdog.co.nz

15 years in the business

Multiple Choice!

www.topdog.co.nz

•	 Leisure	Consultant	–	30	hour	week	–	TD2779
•	 BDM	Executive	–	Hotels	–	TD2777
•	 Area	Sales	Exec	–	Coach	Company	–	TD2776
•	 High-end	Intermediate	Corporate	Cons	–	North	Shore	TD2765
•	 Shorthaul	Corporate	Cons		–	Premium	Account	–	TD2741

CALL 0508 496 753
adventureworld.com

Jet Park Hotel Celebrates Excellence with Latest Award Nominations
HANZ National Awards Finalists 2014    •    Westpac Auckland Business Awards Finalists 2014    •    NZ Culinary Fare 2014 Winners          FIND OUT MORE   
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New chair for Tourism Fiji
The managing director and chief 

executive officer of Fiji Airways, Stefan 
Pichler, is the new chair of Tourism 
Fiji, the organisation that  markets the 
country as a holiday destination. Pichler’s 
appointment - for a term of three years - 
was announced by the Attorney General 
and Minister for Tourism, Aiyaz Sayed-
Khaiyum, who says it signals an exciting 
new era for the tourism industry and the 
Fijian economy as a whole.

Rumours Luxury Villas & Spa, Cook 
Islands, has extended its popular five 
night beachfront villa special.

It is now on sale until 30 September, 
2014, with travel dates that extend 

FTE names venue

Pacific

The Fiji Tourism Expo (FTE) will 
be at Denarau Island Convention 
Centre for the second year in a row, 
with a variety of resorts being used to 
accommodate participants.

The dates for the event (as 
announced previously) are June 15 
– 19 2015, with the actual show on 
June 16 – 18. 

‘We will be working with as many 
industry partners as possible for 
pre and post famils and for hosting 
the various events around the main 
FTE programme,’ says Sally Cooper, 
director of events with Tourism Fiji.

Bula Marau Luxury & Couples Roadshow

Register Now….win your own Luxury Fiji Holiday for Two!

Fiji is renowned for its luxury resorts, products and exclusive destinations.  Come along for 
a fun, entertaining training event and meet key luxury Fijian resorts, products and 

destinations.  Join us along with:

Blue Lagoon Cruises 
Fiji Airways
Jean-Michel Cousteau Resort 
Koro Sun Resort & Rainforest Spa
Likuliku Lagoon Resort 
Matamanoa Island Resort
Namale Resort & Spa

VENUES
Monday 8 September        7.00am – 10.00am Christchurch, Novotel Cathedral Square
Monday 8 September        5.30pm – 9.00pm Wellington, Wharewaka Function Centre
Tuesday 9 September        5.30pm – 9.00pm Hawkes Bay, The Crown Hotel
Wednesday 10 September   5.30pm – 9.00pm Hamilton, Novotel Tainui
Thursday 11 September      5.30pm – 9.00pm Auckland, The Pullman Hotel
  

Register with maria@tourismfiji.com.fj detailing the venue attending, agency name, consultant 
attending, email addresses and any dietary requirements.

Nanuku Resort & Spa
Pacific Island Air
Paradise Taveuni
Qamea Resort & Spa
Royal Davui Island Resort
Tropica Island Resort
Vomo Island Resort
Yasawa Island Resort

through to 31 March, 2015,
Guests booking a Great Luxury Escape 

in a Beachfront Villa at Rumours can 
make a NZ$200 saving per night on any 
booking of 5-nights or more.

Rumours Luxury Villas consists of 
seven spacious lifestyle villas on the 
southeast coast of Rarotonga.

Every villa has two bedrooms with 
hand-carved four-poster, super-king 
netted beds, two bathrooms with 
luxurious Italian fittings, marble 
throughout and stylish circular showers. 
Some bedrooms have small indoor 
streams with tropical fish. Each villa also 
has a fully-equipped modern kitchen.

Other features include complimentary 
private car transfers, welcome flower 
ei, arrival Champagne gift basket, 
preferential 20% discount off all spa/
beauty treatments in the Waterfall Spa at 
Rumours, daily breakfast delivered to the 
villa at the time of the guest’s choice.

Rumours Luxury Villas & Spa on 
southeast coast of Rarotonga

Nanuku extends offer
Nanuku Resort & Spa, Fji has extended 

the sales for its  value-added five-night 
‘family of four’ special offer until 31 
October. 

Priced from NZ$8222 the offer is based 
on a five-night stay at a four-night price 
with  two adults and two children sharing 
a two bedroom Duplex Villa with private 
plunge pool PLUS all meals and a host of 
added extras. 

These include private car transfers 
from either Nadi or Suva International 
Airports, butler and personal nanny 
services, free access to the resort’s ‘Lai 
Lai’ kids club and a wide range of age 
appropriate activities for the  

older children. 
Additional extras include use of a golf 

buggy, all non-motorised watersports 
equipment and free wifi.Rumours 

extends 
special
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You have 
15 hours to 
get Marina 
Erakovic to a 
tournament 
in L.A.
Q : Identify the letter and the full name of the airline corresponding to the route option that will get her there on time, 
with a short island layover to make some important tweets.

Correctly complete the above challenge & go in the draw to win 2 return tickets to Los Angeles*
Email answers to product@airtahitinui.co.nz. With a subject line "LAX COMPETITION"

Competition ends 5PM, August 22nd 2014.

*Two Air Tahiti Nui return economy tickets from Auckland to Los Angeles.  Excludes Govt/Airport TAXES. Holiday & blackout periods may apply.

Airline a - 18 Hrs 10 Mins
Airline b - 19 Hours 15 Mins

Airline c - 19 Hrs 30 Mins
Airline d - 14 Hrs 50 Mins

Airline e - 12 Hrs 15 Mins
Airline f - 18 Hrs 30 Mins

start here

a.

b.
c.

f.

d.
e.

THE WEST 
ISLAND OF NZ

FIJI

TAHITI

LOS ANGELES

HAWAII

SYDNEY
AUCKLAND

Sample flight routings/times from 18 Nov - 22 Nov 14

mailto:product@airtahitinui.co.nz


Sunreef Mooloolaba 
is giving visitors not 
only the chance to 
swim with humpback 
whales but also to 
learn much more 
about them. 

‘Teaching our 
guests about whales 
and also giving them 
the opportunity to 
see them up close 
gives people a new 
understanding of 
these mammals,’ 
says Sunreef Whale 
Encounter supervisor 
Dan Hart.

He says Sunreef 
keeps two spots available on each boat so 
that whale researchers can get out and 
conduct their own research.

‘We are working with researchers from 
the University of the Sunshine Coast 
who want to find out more about the 
whales and also study people’s reactions 

Whale of a time

Sunreef Mooloolaba allows 
guests to get close up and 

personal with humpback whales

to the encounters.’
The tours started in July and 

the season runs through until mid 
November (depending on the whales). 
There are tours every day weather 
dependent and up to two per day 
depending on bookings.

Real food stay and play
Sunshine Coast Destination Ltd in 

association with the Real Food Festival 
has organised stay and play packages for 
the Real Food Festival, being held 13 – 
14 September 2014.

The packages include a 15% discount 
on entry tickets to the festival. A range 
of accommodation is available, including 
Eden Lodge B&B at Mapleton, a short 
drive from the festival venue at Maleny 
Showgrounds in the Sunshine Coast 
Hinterland. Rates start from A$180 per 
room per night, inclusive of breakfast, 
wi-fi, port and chocolates and 15% 
discount on Festival tickets. www.
visitsunshinecoast.com.au/sunshine-
coast-real-food-festival

Now in its fourth year, the Real Food 
Festival celebrates the diversity of foods 
on offer from Sunshine Coast producers, 
manufacturers, retailers and restaurants.

Visitors can taste authentic local food, 
connect with suppliers throughout the 
food chain, as well as relax in the natural 

Tasty fare at the Real 
Food Festival,  

Sunshine Coast

Christine Manfield, 
guest chef Real  

Food Festival

Sunshine Coast Hinterland environment. 
It’s a festival suitable for all age groups, 
with a special children’s area and 
activities designed to give parents time  
to enjoy the more adult attractions.

This year one of Australia’s most 
renowned chefs, Christine Manfield 
will be the guest chef. Mansfield 
has published eight award-winning 
books, and has run leading Australian 
restaurants for more than two decades, 
and is also a food and travel writer.

Entry to the festival is A$20 for a daily 
adult pass, children under 16 are free.

AAT Kings has taken a strategic 
shareholding in Queensland’s Down 
Under Tours in a move to grow market 
share in Cairns and the Tropical North. 
Down Under Tours will remain an 
independent company, with founders 
James and Gordon Dixon maintaining 
management control in Cairns.

AAT Kings, managing director, 
Anthony Hayes says the new 
partnership provides the missing 
piece of the Australian puzzle. ‘We 

Europcar Australia has introduced 
a new range of motorbikes to its 
Melbourne rental services.

The new category is the result of an 
alliance with OffTrack Motorcycles, 
which will supply a full range of 
BMW’s latest GS motorcycles from its 
Tullamarine airport location and at 
Europcar’s CBD location.

Managing director Ron Santiago says 

AAT Kings moves into Tropical North QLD
Europcar: motorcycle hire in Melbourne will now be in a position to provide the 

complete package to our customers and  
industry partners globally, with Down 
Under Tours’ strength and expertisez in 
Tropical North Queensland adding to the 
depth of experiences and destinations 
AAT Kings already offers throughout the 
rest of Australia and New Zealand.’

While stressing that it is ‘business as 
usual,’ there will be a coordination of 
schedules, tour packages and strategy 
alignment for both companies.

Australia

adding motorbikes to our services in 
Australia is further providing customers 
with more varied ways of travel. 

The BMW GS motorbikes range from 
650cc to 1200 cc and are suited for 
both sealed and unsealed roads. All 
bikes come with class leading safety 
features including ABS and a full range 
of rider safety gear and helmets are 
available for hire.
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New fishing licences 

New Zealand

Fish & Game New Zealand is 
launching new licences for overseas 
anglers who visit the country fish for 
longer than a day or so.

The non-resident season licence 
(NRL) will cost $160 – a third more than 
Kiwis pay. It is aimed in particular at the 
dedicated overseas angler who comes to 
New Zealand to fish for trout intensively 
for days, if not weeks. 

Non-resident licences will be on sale 
for the new fishing season which begins 
1 October, and must be purchased by 
any visitor from another country who 
wants to fish for trout for an extended 
period. 24 hour licences will still be 
available to them, but they’ll no longer 
be eligible for the NZ adult whole 

season, family or winter licences. 
If a non-resident is caught angling 

using anything other than an NRL or a 
24 hour licence, they will be treated in 
the same way as an un-licenced angler. 
Prosecution could follow. 

Fish & Game chief executive officer 
Bryce Johnson says the non-resident 
licence has been introduced to ensure 
that such anglers pay their ‘fair share’ 
towards the management of our fisheries.  

‘Non-residents have been getting a 
bargain - the benefit of a fishery they 
haven’t really paid for – compared with 
the Kiwi angler who has contributed to 
the ongoing management of fisheries 
both through fishing licence fees  
and taxes.

Marlborough Travel has rebranded as 
Marlborough Tour Company. General 
manager Scott Mckenzie says the 
company will focus on its core business 
of tours in the Marlborough wine region 
and the Marlborough Sounds. 

He says all of the same tours will 

A new wharf designed to accommodate 
growing visitor numbers to Auckland’s 
Rangitoto Island has been formally 
opened. It can cope with larger vessels 
and its double landing design allows 
more passengers to disembark more 
quickly at peak times.

Conservation Minister Dr Nick Smith 
says its design also includes a waharoa, 
or customary gateway, which reflects 

the increased 
recognition of the 
cultural dimension 
of Rangitoto and 
Motutapu.

‘Walking to 
the summit 
of Rangitoto 
is already one 
of Auckland’s 
most popular 
daytrips, and 

the Department of Conservation, other 
agencies and iwi are planning more 
visitor experiences for the islands,’ says 
Dr Smith. ‘One of these is the multi-day 
Rangitoto-Motutapu Haerenga walk, part 
of the Department’s Manaaki Trails. It is a 
hosted journey for visitors to discover the 
contrasting landscapes and histories of 
the two islands in a way that is easy  
to access.’

Affinity Cruises has a new five night 
cruise and guided walk on the Queen 
Charlotte Track in the Marlborough 
Sounds for the 2014 – 15 season.

The package includes five nights’ 
accommodation onboard Affinity, 
all meals, a guide, track fees, and 
transfers.

The company’s popular journeys such 
as Scallop Cruises in the Marlborough 
Sounds, a five night scenic cruise 
around Stewart Island and a selection 

New in the Sounds

operate, including the Greenshell 
Mussel Cruise, Seafood Odyssea Cruise, 
Taste Marlborough Wine Tour and the 
Marlborough Icons Tour. The company 
also operates private tours, private 
cruises, group events, shore excursions, 
coach and vessel charters.

Marlborough Travel has rebranded 
as Marlborough Tour Company

Rebrand in 
Marlborough

New wharf for Rangitoto

of cruises around Fiordland. 
Affinity Cruises will be updating 

South Island travel agents and their 
clients during presentations in 
September. The updates will be at 
Hornby Working Men’s Club and 
Ferrymead Golf Club in Christchurch 
(2 Sept), Ashburton Club (3 Sept), Club 
Waimea in Nelson (6 Sept), Golden Bay 
Senior Citizens Hall (7 Sept). 

Confirm dates and check times by 
emailing sales@affinitycruises.co.nz.

The new wharf at 
Rangitoto (Picture 
by Department of 
Conservation)
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New Zealand

The staging of the NZ Dental 
Association Conference in Christchurch 
this week shows that the city is getting 
back on its feet and able to host larger 
gatherings.

Megan Crum, of professional 
conference organiser Conference 
Innovators, says holding a major event 
‘takes imagination and effort’, but it can 
be done.

The dental event, which has its second 
day of main business sessions today 
and gala dinner tonight at the Air Force 
Museum, Wigram, has attracted about 
1000 participants. Some 200 are local.

A highlight of the conference was 
a welcome function for 350 at the 
ChristChurch (known to locals as 
the cardboard cathedral), which was 
themed by Event Impressions and 
catered by Moveable Feasts.

Jeff Alexander, of Event Impressions, 
says the company also themed a VIP 

Megan Crum, Conference Innovators;  
Jeff Alexander, Event Impressions during the  
theme set up at the ‘cardboard cathedral’

evening at iLEX in the Botanical 
Gardens, lighting up the trees across 
the river, and is involved in tonight’s 
Beatlemania themed gala event.

The delegates stayed at various hotels 
around Christchurch, with a number of 
pre-conference meetings and breakouts 
taking place at Rydges Latimer.

Cruising

Christchurch gets teeth into dental conference

New Zealand is likely to bid to host the 
SKAL International Council meeting, a 
small but high powered travel conference 
in 2016. 

The event was held in Bangkok this 
year, and was attended by New Zealand 
international SKAL councillor Peter 
Morrison. He says the conference 
discusses statutes and new ideas for the 
international association – which has 
clubs all around the world.

Last year the meeting was held in 
Bali and next year South Africa, Spain, 
Germany, Netherlands, USA and Italy are 
all hoping to win the chance to host the 
event.

SKAL International NZ president Tony 
Smith says the most logical destination in 
2016 would be Auckland.

‘But fi we miss out on that, we could bid 
to host it in Christchurch in 2017 and we 
could showcase the new convention centre.

NZ set to bid for key SKAL event

Fit MSC Cruises passengers who book 
the 20-night Grand Voyage of MSC 
Magnifica from Hamburg to Buenos 
Aires on 8 November 8, 2014 have the 
chance to lace up the running shoes 
and compete in the inaugural Tenerife 
Marathon in the Canary Islands.

The cruise ship’s timely visit to Santa 
Cruz de Tenerife on 16 November means 
budding athletes will be able to stretch 
the legs in the first ever held event.

On leaving the German port, 
passengers will have 12 relaxing days 
at sea as well as calls in eight diverse 
destinations. The ship will call in at 
Le Havre, in France, and Southampton, 
in the UK, and gateways to Paris and 
London respectively. Her next port of call 
will be Lisbon, the beautiful capital city 
of Portugal, where guests will be able to 
explore the quaint city streets. 

Marathon cruise 
(and run)

MSC Magnifica will then set sail for 
the Canary Islands, and Santa Cruz de 
Tenerife in particular before heading 
towards Brazil where she will call at 
Recife, Salvador de Bahia and Rio de 
Janeiro. Her final destination will be 
the harbour on the River Plate and 
Argentinean capital, Buenos Aires.

Papua New Guinea is seeing more big 
ship traffic from Carnival Corporation 
brands as the nation continues to open 
up to tourism.

‘With much work and support from 
the government in promoting cruise 
tourism in this country, we now see 
the benefits of cruise tourism,’ says 
Heni Dembis, coordinator of policy 
and planning, Tourism Promotion 
Authority.  

The MSC Magnifica

Cruising in PNG

register now www.convenesouth.co.nz
convene south 2014     I     tuesday september 2     I    aIr Force museum, WIgram

Connecting the South Island for business events
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Cruising

Panama Canal
Turns 100

On 15 August the Panama Canal  
celebrated its 100th birthday – an 
achievement that demonstrates the 
waterway’s significant impact on world 
trade and its continuing appeal to cruise 
passengers as one of the great engineering 
marvels of the modern era. 

The French started construction of the 
canal in 1882 but were plagued by disease 
and financial difficulty.. It was eventually 
completed in 1914 by the USA who handed 
over control to the government of Panama 
on the 31st December 1999 for the princely 
sum of $0! (after Panama signed a treaty that 
guaranteed neutrality of the canal).

The canal was built to enable ship 
movements between the Atlantic and the 
Pacific Ocean (technically the Atlantic side 
is the Caribbean Sea). Made up of a series of 
locks, the 80km trip takes between 8 - 9 hours.

Ships are guided through the locks by 
locomotives attached by steel cables. Over 
the years ships have been purpose built to 
navigate the Panama Canal and are known as 
Panamax size (meaning the maximum size a 
ship can be to traverse the canal).  

A US$5 billion project to expand the 
Panama Canal is now 90% complete. Once 
open it will create a new lane of traffic via a 
new set of locks, doubling the traffic capacity. 

Here’s some trivia for you - if you think tolls 
in the city where you 
live are a burden - 
cruise lines pay in the 
vicinity of US$250,000 
for a canal crossing! 

FROM THE
BRIDGE

CRUISE NEWS & VIEWS FROM BRETT 
JARDINE, CLIA GENERAL MANAGER

CroisiEurope will introduce four 
and five anchor ratings for its fleet. 
CroisiEurope has upgraded and 
launched a number of vessels in2015 
and cruises on these new and improved 
ships will be sold with a small 
supplement to reflect a higher standard 
of furnishing. 

CroisiEurope is also offering river 
cruises through the Loire, with a six 
day and eight day cruise both being 
operated by the new Loire Princess.

The company has also introduced two 
Great War Commemorative Cruises, 
catering for worldwide interest in the 
100 years since the start of World War 1. 
www.innovative-travel.com

Cunard has announced its latest 
roster of high-calibre speakers 
who will join Queen Mary 2, 
Queen Elizabeth and Queen 
Victoria over the coming months.

Among the highlights of the 
Cunard Insights programme 
will be appearances by former 
South Africa President F W De 
Klerk, legendary motorsport 
commentator Murray Walker 
and former BBC chief news 
correspondent Kate Adie.

CroisiEurope’s 
2015 changes

Romance of 
the Queens

Cruise 
on all 

3 ships

38 night voyage including 

flights from $14219
per person, share twin

Call GO Cruising for more details  
Phone: 09 914 4675

Cruising with CroisiCruises

Carnival Pride will operate a series of 
10 to 14 day Caribbean cruises round-trip 
from Baltimore and one-way between 
Baltimore and San Juan, as well as new 
five-day Bermuda cruises plus six and 
eight day Caribbean/Bahamas voyages, 
beginning in October 2015.

‘Our guests and travel agent partners 
have been seeking more varied options 
from the Northeast – particularly longer 
length voyages,’ says Gerry Cahill, 
Carnival’s president and CEO. ‘These 
new voyages not only provide vacationers 
with an abundance of five- to 14-day 
cruise choices but also feature a wide 
range of spectacular island destinations 
throughout the Caribbean, Bahamas and 
Bermuda.’ 

The10, 11 and 14 day cruises either 
round-trip from Baltimore or one-way 
between Baltimore and San Juan will 
operate in 2015 and 2016.   The voyages 
include an 11-day exotic southern 
Caribbean cruise from Baltimore to 

Carnival’s Caribbean

San Juan departing 17 Jan 2016, with 
stops at Grand Turk, Aruba, Curacao, 
Bonaire, and St. Croix; a 10-day exotic 
eastern Caribbean cruise from San 
Juan to Baltimore departing 28 Jan, 
2016, calling at St. Thomas, Antigua, 
Dominica, St. Lucia; St. Kitts and St. 
Maarten; and a 14-day eastern Caribbean 
cruise round-trip from Baltimore 13 
March, 2016, featuring eight different 
island destinations: Grand Turk, San 
Juan, St. Thomas, Dominica, St. Lucia, 
Martinique, Antigua and St. Maarten. 

Carnival Pride will also offer two five-
day Bermuda cruises in 2015-16 – one 
departing 26 Oct 2015, and another 
10 April 2016.  These cruises spend 
two full days at Heritage Wharf, where 
guests can enjoy the island’s legendary 
pink sand beaches, enjoy a variety of 
watersports and visit historic sites such 
as the Royal Naval Dockyard and Gibb’s 
Hill Lighthouse, the oldest cast iron 
lighthouse in the western hemisphere.

Speaking on 
the Queens
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Asia

More Choice in China
Choice Hotels Australasia has major Greater China expansion plans for the hotel 

group, with 30 new build hotels planned for development over the next five years. 
Choice Hotels has signed a development agreement with Hangzhou-based Boli 

Hotel Management Co Ltd, an independent authorised licensee of Choice Hotels 
which will be responsible for the development and operations of the anticipated 
30 hotels in China, likely to be a mix of upscale Clarion and Quality brand hotels. 

Construction of the first new Clarion build is underway in Hangzhou, one of 
China’s most popular tourist destinations, with plans to move ahead and deliver 
the remaining 29 properties in additional cities across the region by 2021.

Shangri-La’s Sanya Resort & Spa, 
Hainan  opens on 28 September 2014 
on the southern most tip of Hainan 
Island. A 40-minute drive from 
Sanya International Airport, the 45-
acre resort has 340 guestrooms and 
eight two-storey villas commanding 
180-degree sea and mountain views 
with direct access to a 300 metre 
stretch of white-sand beach.

An introductory rate of RMB988 
per night, plus 15% service charge, 
is available until 31 December 2014. 
The special opening offer includes 
accommodation in a Superior Room, 
breakfast for two and triple points for 
Golden Circle Members, plus standard 

Shangri-La in Hainan

Three’s a crowd 
at the smallest and 
most sustainable 
bar in Laos at Kamu 
Lodge, near Luang 
Prabang. The 20-
tent eco-lodge is 
one of the country’s 
first pioneers in 
low-impact travel 
and employs some 
27 staff from a 
neighboring Kamu 
community, one of 
Laos’ ethnic hill-
tribe minorities.

The bar is one 
of a number of 
improvements Kamu Lodge will debut 
in time for this year’s peak tourist 
season. The property has also re-floored 
the bathrooms in each of its solar-
powered safari tents, and added a new 
restroom to its outdoor restaurant.

For every visitor it receives, Kamu 
Lodge donates US$1 to a village 

development fund. The money is spent 
once a year on a project chosen by the 
villagers, provincial authorities and 
lodge management. Past projects have 
included the renovation of the village’s 
primary school and the purchase 
of cattle for farming and breeding 
purposes.

New thatched-roof bar at Kamu Lodge

Kamu Lodge 
spruces up facilities

China from $1,269  - SaleS to 31 aUG 14 CLICK HEREGreat service. 
Great people. Great fares.

Miramar Hotel & Investment 
Company Ltd will open its latest 
boutique hotel, Mira Cube in Hong 
Kong in January next year. 

With 50 rooms, Mira Cube will 
be in ‘trendy’ Knutsford Terrace in 
Tsimshatsui, the Lan Kwai Fong of 
Kowloon. It joins a portfolio that 
also includes The Mira Hong Kong 
and Mira Moon Hotel.

Cube in Hong Kong

A new ‘all pool villa’ 
resort, The Santai, 
has opened in Bali. 
Operated by Lifestyle 
Retreats, The Santai 
has 11 villas in Umalas, 
close to rice fields and 
local village temples, 
but also a 15 minute 
drive from the shops, restaurants and 
nightlife of Seminyak. 

Guests have 24 hour butler service 
and a host of dining options – from all 

The Santai has 11 pool villas

day soft drinks and canapés in the club 
style lobby lounge to a candlelit supper 
for two under the stars, or a communal 
gathering over sharing plates at GONG.

Shangri-La benefits of free wifi, 
unlimited use of recreational facilities 
and access to the kid’s Adventure Zone.

All pool 
villa in 

Bali
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Asia

Air Tahiti Nui is having a bumper year 
with total passengers from New Zealand 
up more than 64% in the first seven 
months of the year. 

The biggest winner in 2014 has been 
long haul travel with passengers up 
more than 156% in total, led by a 218 % 
increase to Los Angeles and a 214% hike 
to Paris, albeit off a lower base. 

Air Tahiti Nui general manager New 
Zealand Mark Hutchinson says the hike 
reflects the airline’s aggressive sales 
drive in the wake of a network-wide 
overhaul.

The airline upped its weekly services 
between Auckland and Los Angeles to 
three in December and introduced an 
enhanced French connection offering 
New Zealanders better access to Europe 
with increased frequencies to Paris and 
the option of exciting stopovers en route 
in Tahiti and the States.

Korean fare changes Long haul leads big rise
Korean Air has changed its published 

fares from NZ to Korea/USA/Canada 
effective 01 September 2014.

AKL to SEL new oneway H class: fare 
$1080 (low) $1140 (high), via SYD/BNE/
NAN $1300 (low) $1360 (high).

AKL to USA/Canada, E class return 
fares are cancelled. Refer to GDS. 

Cathay Pacific Airways will operate 
its last long haul scheduled Boeing 747 
passenger flight to San Francisco on 31 
August. The last departure will be from 
San Francisco International Airport 
(SFO) to Hong Kong. 

The carrier will continue to operate 
Boeing 747 freighters and the 747-
400 on some short-haul Asian routes 
(Beijing, Manila, Osaka Kansai, Sapporo, 
Shanghai Pudong, Taipei Taoyuan and 
Tokyo Haneda per Airline Route).

CX’s 747 plans

Air Tahiti Nui..bumper year so far

Alaska Airlines (AS) has a short life fare 
from Honolulu to Portland for $278ow. 
Travel 03 - 27 December 2014. Ticketing 
by 25 August.

Contact preferred consolidator or 
World Aviation Systems

Christmas in Oregon

Ethiopian Airlines has released 
through fares from Auckland to 
ADD (Addis Ababa) $2220; HRE 
(Harare) $2205; Nairobi (NBO) 
$2210 and Johannesburg (JNB) 
$2364 via SIN, HKG or SHA. 
Tickets to be issued by 08 October 
for travel 01 Sep - 21 Dec 2014 and 
01 Feb - 31 Mar 2015.

Prices include taxes.
Contact preferred consolidator or 

World Aviation Systems

Airlines

Busabout is expanding its portfolio to 
include Asia from March 2015 with 12 
itineraries across Thailand, Myanmar, 
Laos, Vietnam and Cambodia. It’s 
Trans-Siberian itineraries will also be 
offered to link up with the company’s 
European products.

The new programme will include the 
Thai Island Hoppers, with departures 
coinciding with the full moon parties in 
Koh Phangan; a two day Mekong Delta 
adventure and a fourteen day Vietnam 
experience. 

Busabout to add Asia

The world’s highest railway, the 
Qinghai-Tibet rail line in China is 
about to get even closer to Mount 
Everest with a new stretch of track 
connecting the Tibetan cities of 
Lhasa and Shigatse. The US$2.1 
billion line commenced in 2010 
and is expected to open later this 
year giving passengers the ability to 
connect from Beijing through to the 
Mount Everest gateway of Shigatse. 

With the arrival of the train, the 
journey from Lhasa to Shigatse 
shrinks five hours of driving over 
terrain ranging in altitude from 
3,600 to 4,000 metres, to two hours 
by rail.

Source CNN.com

Saudi at expo
Saudi Arabia will exhibit at World 

Travel Market for the first time this 
year, as the Saudi government unveils 
plans to invest heavily into its tourism 
industry over the next decade.

Representation from The Saudi 
Commission for Tourism & Antiquities 
(SCTA), along with the country’s 
national airline Saudi Airlines and 
flynas, the low cost Saudi airline 
offering cheap flights to the Middle 
East, Europe and Asia will all be 
exhibiting at WTM in London from 3 to 
6 November 2014.

ET on sale

Everest 
gets closer

Thailand’s record-breaking visitor 
arrivals in 2013 helped it move into 
the list of the world’s top 10 tourism 
destinations in terms of both visitor 
numbers and visitor expenditure, 
according to a report by the Madrid-
based UN World Tourism Organisation 
(UNWTO). The UNWTO has recently 
released the Tourism Report 2014, which 
is an overall assessment of international 
tourism in 2013.

Thailand in Top 10
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Vibe cooks up get-together

Nine  experienced Carlson 
Wagonlit Travel Brokers have aligned 
themselves with fast growing broker 
specialist, NZ Travel Brokers. Due 
to a change of direction by Carlson 
Wagonlit Travel, they have mutually 
agreed to end a working relationship 
that has spanned many successful 
years for both parties.

Industry

Top row left to right; Cath Healey, Angela 
Lester, David Frost; Middle: Lauren Chappell, 
Nikki Vance, Rachel Gaffikin; Bottom: Dianne 
Taylor, Suzie Wilson, Annie Greer

Nine brokers change

Over 120 European destinations ... now that’s Wunderbar!

Sandi Reily, Vibe Pacific; Alyssa Field, Helloworld; Kristy 
Goodhew from Infinity, Sharon Martin, Lifestyle Holidays

Vibe Pacific and suppliers 
- Sunset Resort, Palm Grove, 
Volivoli Beach Resort and 
Crusoes Retreat - hosted a 
mid year Christmas function 
at Auckland Seafood School to 
thank wholesalers and industry 
members for their continued 
support. 

Sandi Reily from Vibe Pacific 
says the idea was to create a 
fun team building exercise. The 
group attended an interactive 
cooking demonstration and then 
got to cook their own lunch with 
a sit down meal at the end. 

Travel, tourism and events 
personnel were among the guests at 
a fund-raising quiz night at Orakei 
Bay on Tuesday. The event was held 
to raise money in recognition of a 
marathon 1600km bike ride by Carol 
Spence, of incentive travel company 
Realize; and Trish Freeman, ProMag 
Publishing in Thailand early next 
year. All of the money raised goes to 
Hands Across the Water, a charity 
that supports orphanages in Thailand. 

The 2015 ride will commemorate 10 
years since the Boxing Day tsunami 
devastated the Khao Lak and Phuket 
regions of Thailand.

Lance Diedericks, Paul Safe and 
Lance Mould, all Active Asia

Britta Tiefenbacher, Catherine Barwood, 
Scottie Duncan, Premium Incentive and 
Conference; Margaret Spiro, guest

Jessica Vandy, SKYCITY; Lee Watkins, Dinna 
Sansalvador, Anna Hayward, Auckland 
Convention Bureau; Anne Bickers and Gillian 
Officer, SKYCITY Jessica Vandy, SKYCITY; Lee 
Watkins, Dinna Sansalvador, Anna Hayward, 
Auckland Convention Bureau; Anne Bickers and 
Gillian Officer, SKYCITY

NZ Travel Brokers is an independent 
travel company and a member and 
shareholder of the First Travel Group, 
established by Steve Lee and Guy 
Flynn (both formerly in management 
positions at Carlson Wagonlit Travel). 

Six of the nine brokers (David 
Frost, Angela Lester, Dianne Taylor, 
Nikki Vance, Annie Greer and Lauren 
Chappell) are based in Auckland, 
two in Wellington (Cath Healey 
and Rachel Gaffikin) and one, Suzie 
Wilson, is based in Marton.

Industry lends a hand

Conrad Hotels & Resorts has added 
a new Conrad Meetings function to 
its Conrad Concierge mobile app. 
With this addition, meeting and event 
planners are able to research hotel 
capabilities across all 23 Conrad 
properties worldwide from their 
smartphone or tablet

Conrad adds to app

Guests Glenis Hanline, Caitlin Cheyne and 
Donna Cheyne get ready to compete
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After more than three years of working 
with both Russian and New Zealand 
architects and engineers, then two years 
of building, phase one of AJ Hackett 
Russia is open.

Sochi Skypark or in Russian, ДОБРО 
ПОЖАЛОВАТЬ В, has a 69 metre 
bungy jump and a 439 metre long by 
207 metre high Skybridge - the world’s 
longest suspended pedestrian walkway - 
spanning the canyon.

Phase two will include a 207m bungy; 
a 170m swing and 550m flying fox is 
scheduled to open end of 2014.

The 23rd Annual Bluegrass Music 
Festival is being held at Ulster American 
Folk Park in Ireland from August 29 to 
31. The famous festival is packed with 
some of the biggest names in world’s 
bluegrass and old-time music.

Raffles opens in Istanbul on 1 
September, based in the Zorlu Center, 
a modern-day bazaar where fashion, 
fine food and the arts converge on the 
European shore in Besiktas.

The hotel overlooks the Bosphorus, 
the Prince Islands and the historic 
peninsula – a stunning vantage point 
above the city.

Raffles Istanbul has 132 guestrooms 
and 49 suites. Floor to ceiling windows 
lead to furnished private terraces and 
balconies, for lofty views over the 
Bosphorus and the city.

The hotel has two restaurants, two 
bars and lounges and a patisserie, a 
Raffles Spa and spaces for private and 
business events.

AJ Hackett opens 
in Russia

Bluegrass in Green Isle

Raffles in 
Istanbul

The Raffles Istanbul

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE DETAILSPARIS – Take 2 in Economy for $3925 return* 

Take 2 in Business for $10590 return* 
“An experience 

best shared”

EuropeEurope

The impact on Scotland’s tourism 
from the recently released Outlander 
television series is expected to ‘be 
massive,’ according to Sarah Ormerod, 
Visit Scotland’s consumer PR manager 
– long haul, who hosted key wholesalers 
at a dinner in Auckland last night. 

Based on the best selling books by 
Diana Gabaldon, the first episode of the 
first series was watched by four million 
viewers in the USA when it screened 
on Starz pay TV. It was released in 
Australia last week and this country will 
eventually follow suit.

‘The series is so broad in terms of 
opportunity,’ says Ormerod. ‘It is all 
encompassing with the myths and 
legends, romance, and ancestral clans.’ 

If enthusiasm from Christchurch 
travel agents is anything to go by, 
Outlander ‘sightseeing’ will be a big 
hit with Kiwis. Owner operators 
and retailers from House of Travel’s 
Christchurch shops were ‘big Outlander 
fans,’ says Emma Adcock, marketing 
manager trade and partnerships Visit 

Scotland, who, with tour operators 
Rabbies and Mercat, hosted the HoT 
agents to Scottish themed canapés 
paired with Hendrick’s Gin and Whiskey 
Sours at the  Carlton Hotel.

‘The travel agents were really 
enthusiastic about Scotland,’ says 
Adcock. ‘We covered Scotland 101 – the 
basics around transport and distances – 
right through to luxury products.’

More flights
A key message from Visit Scotland 

is the  increased direct connectivity to 
Glasgow and Edinburgh via the Middle 
East.

‘We are looking at a substantial 
increase in visitation,’ says Adcock. 
Emirates flies twice daily to Glasgow, 
and Qatar Airways’ has five services a 
week from Melbourne and Perth via 
Doha. 

‘The Qatar flights have been chokka’ 
since they began on 28 May this year.’ 
Etihad will start daily out of Abu Dhabi 
in June 2015.

Sarah Ormerod, 
Visit Scotland

Outlander ‘massive’ for Scotland
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‘Money can buy you a great 
dog, but only kindness will 
make him wag his tail.’

PEARL’s PEARLER

 CALL NOW
0508 396 842 Luxury beach resorts in the Maldives? Yes we do!! 

www.exotic holidays.co.nz  info@exoticholidays.co.nz

Be in to win 
the beautifully 
illustrated Lonely 
Planet coffee table 
book - The Cities 
Book, a journey 
through the best 
cities in the world.

Send your entry 
to competitions@
promag.co.nz with 
Lonely Planet in the subject line

Win with Memo and 
Lonely Planet

Visit California 
at Shed 10

Six teams of four from Auckland, 
Queenstown, Wanaka and Frankton 
are taking their firepower to Coronet 
Peak today to raise money for the Bruce 
Grant Youth Trust in The Firefighter 
Chillfactor Challenge. 

The Trust provides funding for young 
people looking to further themselves 
in the arts, sports or cultural fields, in 
memory of Queenstown mountaineer 
Bruce Grant who died on K2 in 1995.

The Firefighter Chillfactor Challenge 
is organised by Auckland Airport 
firefighter Tony Scott, who together with 
co-ordinator Bobby Lamont is the man 
behind the annual firefighter Sky Tower 
Challenge.

Over a two-hour period from 8am to 
10am, teams of firemen and women 
travel up the Coronet Express chairlift 
as often as they can, skiing or boarding 
down together all holding onto the hose.

Visit California will bring 
34 California travel industry 
representatives to Auckland Thursday 
28 August to educate and engage travel 
agents and media on the myriad of 
attractions in California and what’s 
new in the state.  The event starts at 
5.30pm and there are some amazing 
prizes to be won on the night including 
trips to California.  All attendees must 
RSVP to attend. http://austnzmission.
visitcalifornia.com

Firefighters on snow

SKALeagues of 
Christchurch

Changes in the regulations around the 
serving of alcohol were the subject of 
an address by Sara Tucker, deputy chief 
executive at Hospitality at the SKAL 
Christchurch lunch yesterday. Tucker told 
attendees about the stricter regime and was 
thrown a few questions afterwards. 

The lunch was held at Rendezvous 
Christchurch, immediately following a 
SKAL International New Zealand executive 
committee meeting at the same venue. Kevin 
Gough, general manager of Golden Chain 
Motels, was sheriff for the day (collecting 
a good number of fines) and Christchurch 
SKAL president Leighton Cameron made 
sure proceedings went to plan.

At yesterday’s SKAL 
International New 
Zealand executive 
meeting at Rendezvous 
Christchurch… Leighton 
Cameron, president 
SKAL Christchurch and 
national vice president; 
Nigel Pilkington, director 
SKAL International; Trish 
May, secretary national 
and Queenstown; Tony 
Smith, president NZ

Having a catch up just before lunch… Tony 
Smith, Francis Travel Marketing and SKAL 
International NZ president; Kevin Gough, 
Golden Chain Motels; Leighton Cameron, 
president SKAL Christchurch

Trench coat warfare…
Christchurch SKAL members Ian 
Rivers and Ken Reid, now retired 
former airline men 

Chris Foubister, Moveable 
Feasts; Paul Vernel, Alpine Jet
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