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Small ship discovery cruising in three styles
Colin Wilson, the Group Sales Director for Britain’s All Leisure Group plc, is 
in town this week meeting with local reps, Discover the World Marketing, and 
briefing key partners on its three cruise lines.
“Our brands – Swan Hellenic, Voyages of Discovery and Hebridean Island 
Cruises – offer what we call ‘small ship discovery cruising’ – each delivered in 
its own unique style,” says Wilson.
“Swan Hellenic, perhaps the best known of the three, has been around for an 
impressive 60 years, and offers a personal and luxurious cruising experience.
The line’s 350-passenger Minerva offers carefully thought out itineraries, with 
all of its crafted shore excursions included in the fare, meaning more 
commission for agents.”
Wilson says that a typical Swan Hellenic cruise has around £700pp worth of 
excursion content included, and guests especially enjoy the fact that ship’s staff 
are on those shore tours.
“Minerva has a charming country house hotel style,” says Wilson. “Its library is 
one of the biggest afloat and its conservatory-style Shackleton Bar is a popular 
place to relax. Its staff are Filipino, ensuring impeccable service and warmth.
“Minerva guests are older and keen to learn, so our eminent guest lecturers are 
also a major drawcard, giving specialist insights into each destination.”
Minerva, at 12,449 tons, can access small ports around the UK and European 
coastlines.

The Shackleton Bar on Minerva

                       .... Cont p13

http://www.koreanair.com
http://www.excitorfiji.com
http://au.swanhellenic.com
http://nz.voyagesofdiscovery.com
www.hebridean.co.uk
www.hebridean.co.uk
http://www.pacificresort.com/hot-deals-of-the-moment-1
http://www.convenesouth.co.nz
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Lake Taupo Cycle Challenge 29NOV14
New Zealand’s growing recognition as a 
world-class cycling destination owes much to 
one major event - the Lake Taupo Cycle 
Challenge is the must-do annual outing that’s 
been attracting the cycling community for 
almost 40 years.
It’s New Zealand’s biggest cycling event, 
attracting 8,000 riders plus bikes and families 
from around New Zealand and at least 20 
other countries into Taupo for a high-energy 
weekend of events. 
Thousands of riders participate in the event’s 
most popular category, the 160-km Bike Barn 
Solo - a one-lap ride around Lake Taupo - but 
this is just one of 18 categories on the 
schedule.
The around-the-great-lake course inspires 
cyclists of all levels, from top professional and 
endurance road cyclists through to mountain 
bike enthusiasts, weekend and occasional 
leisure spinners, competitive business relay 
teams and family groups on shorter loops. 
Over the full 160km route, cyclists 
circumnavigate New Zealand’s biggest lake.  
The classic route is an up-hill, down-hill 
on-road journey that’s a visual feast of lake 
shores, forests and rural farmlands and played 
out before crowds of enthusiastic roadside 
spectators.
When the 38th edition of the cycle challenge 
rolls out on 29NOV, participants will have the 
option of four new categories - from a half-
course, to extra thrills warming-up round on 
a motorsport track or testing their skills on a 
MTB course.
The Half the Lake is a new 73km road course 
created in response to participant feedback. 
This mid-length category caters for solo 

riders who might not be quite up to the full 
lake distance with an opportunity to ride the 
half distance along with a team mate. Their 
bikes will be transported for them so they can 
ride the final 80km. 
The new Time Trial will take cycling Taupo 
to a new level as competitors test themselves 
on the track at Taupo Motorsport Park with 
eight laps under pedal-power. Scheduled for 
Friday afternoon, the Time Trial event would 
offer “the perfect warm up for the big ride on 
Saturday,” according to Event Director Kay 
Brake.
The Urban Jungle MTB Challenge, designed 
to give riders a chance to display their 
mountain biking skills on ramps and jumps, 
is the third new event. Fast and furious is 
how the organisers see this elimination style 
event, and the downtown set-up will provide 
entertainment for spectators. 
The fourth new option is the Contact Steamer 
- a middle distance 60km mountain bike race. 
Cyclists interested in knowing more can 
register for the Orientation weekend, held in 
Taupo 09-10AUG. Nutrition, bike 
maintenance, training and familiarisation of 
what to expect during the event weekend are 
all covered. 
Enter online at www.cyclechallenge.com 

The Royal Tour’s tourism value
Radio New Zealand quotes Tourism New 
Zealand as saying the publicity generated 
during the recent Royal Tour was the 
equivalent of buying $68 million worth of 
advertising for the country. 
Media representatives numbering 130 
followed the Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge to New Zealand for their ten-day 
tour in April.
After the tour, TNZ collated all the media 
reports that highlighted an aspect of New 
Zealand tourism.
It then worked out what it would cost to place 
advertisements in the same slots.
Tourism New Zealand chief executive Kevin 
Bowler said he was surprised at the diversity 
of media coverage in non-Commonwealth 

countries, such as Germany.
The Royal visit cost several hundred thousand 
dollars more than the Government originally 
said it did.
The Duke and Duchess visited eight centres, 
and the Department of Internal Affairs said 
that cost taxpayers just over $1 million.
Radio New Zealand says that figure did not 
take into account the costs for other 
government departments, such as police, 
Defence, Tourism New Zealand and Customs. 
With those costs included, the ten-day visit 
cost about $1.7 million.
New Zealand Republic apparently expects 
the final bill to climb further, to more than $2 
million.

Australia, NZ leveraging Cricket World Cup opportunities
Streamlined visa arrangements will assist 
Australia and New Zealand to capitalise on 
the tourism opportunities that will flow from 
co-hosting the 11th ICC Cricket World Cup 
in 2015, ministers have said.
The Australian and New Zealand Governments
have agreed to allow international visitors 
attending the World Cup the convenience 
of applying for only one visa in order to be 
granted entry into both countries.
New Zealand’s Associate Tourism Minister 
Todd McClay has just participated in a 
meeting of Australia’s tourism ministers in 
Melbourne, hosted by Federal Tourism 
Minister Andrew Robb. They discussed how 
both countries can work together to 
maximise the tourism opportunities stemming 
from the tournament. 
Mr Robb said the streamlined visa 
arrangements would make it easier for 
visitors to attend World Cup matches on both 

sides of the Tas-
man.
“It provides the 
flexibility for 
tourists to freely 
move between 
Australia and 
New Zealand for 
the World Cup. 
This is a major 
international 
sporting event 
which will bring major 
benefits for our tourism and hospitality 
sectors,” Mr Robb says. 
Mr McClay said both countries will share in 
the benefits of being host nations.
 “The integrated visa process will make it 
easier for fans to follow their teams and catch 
all the action as well experience the many 
tourist offerings in both countries.”



TravelMemo   20140715   15JUL14    Page 3

Gold Rush Rally of The Coromandel
The route for the Gold Rush Rally of The 
Coromandel, being run on Saturday 23AUG, 
has now been finalised.
A new addition to the national rally calendar, 
rally teams will depart from the Mercury Bay 
Sports Park at Whitianga for nine special 
stages covering close to 140km of competitive 
distance.
Stages will include 23kms of Tapu–Coroglen, 

starting at the Coroglen side, a coastline tour 
north to Castlerock and a spectacular tarmac 
publicity stage beside Whitianga Waterways.
The roads in this area were last used in a 
national event during the 1979 Motogard 
Rally of New Zealand. The contrasts of The 
Coromandel ranges, rolling farmland and 
twisting coastline will provide a spectacular 
backdrop for National Rallying action.

1000 TripAdvisor reviews for Shotover Jet
Shotover Jet has reached an impressive 
milestone notching up 1,000 Trip Advisor 
reviews, making it the number one reviewed 
single activity in Queenstown.
Shotover Jet general manager Clark Scott said 
the company loved receiving feedback from 
customers. 
“It’s how we manage to continually offer a 
competitive, fun experience. Without it we 
couldn’t grow and develop and incorporate 
new and exciting things,” said Mr Scott.

“The fact that 1,000 people have taken the 
time to put ‘pen to paper’ -- so to speak -- is 
great. 
“The tourism market has changed over 
the last 5-10 years and now everyone goes 
online to find out what to do when they’re in 
Queenstown. Positive and consistently good 
feedback is crucial and we’re proud to receive 
such great reviews. Long may they continue,” 
said Mr Scott.

AUSTRALIA
Third Murray cruise with Julie Goodwin 
MasterChef Australia winner, Julie Goodwin, 
will be working with Captain Cook Cruises 
once again with the release of her third four-
night Murray River Celebrity Cook Cruise. 
Julie will be holding three cooking 
demonstrations on board the paddlewheeler 
Murray Princess and hosting a three course 
dinner for passengers. 
The cruise will depart from Mannum, South 
Australia on Monday, 09MAR15 at 4.30pm, 
returning to Mannum on Friday at 9.00am. 
Scenic coach transfers are available
from Adelaide. Cruise prices start from 
A$1229pp twin share.

Passengers have the option to extend to seven 
nights by including the three-night Discovery 
Cruise departing Friday 06MAR. The seven-
night package includes a free Barossa Valley 
day tour and is priced from A$1849pp.
Call your wholesaler.

Margaret River Gourmet Escape 2014

Margaret River Gourmet Escape, presented 
by Siemens home appliances, is set to wow 
with new faces added to the stellar line up and 
an impressive collection of new events taking 
place in the forest, in vineyards, at the beach 
and even out at sea showcasing the region’s 
food, wines and scenery. 
There will be more events, new event formats 
and more choice across the three-day festival 
21-23NOV than ever before.
“Honestly, I don’t think that there is any 
other food event on this planet like this!” said 
Heston Blumenthal of the 2013 event. So he’s 
coming back. So too are Rick Stein, Sat Bains 
(Restaurant Sat Bains with Rooms, UK), 
Guillaume Brahimi, Peter Gilmore, George 
Calombaris, Hadleigh Troy and Matt Stone 
(just to name a few). 
New faces include Massimo Bottura (Osteria
Francescana, Modena, Italy) chef/patron 
of the three-Michelin star, number 3 best 
restaurant in the world in the World’s 50 Best 
Restaurants Awards list.
Ashley Palmer-Watts, who heads up the 
kitchens of Dinner by Heston Blumenthal, 
London, (two Michelin stars) will be flying 
in, as will Jonny Lake, head chef of the three 
Michelin starred The Fat Duck, Davide Scabin 
of Combal.Zero, Rivoli, Italy, ranked number 
51 in the world with two Michelin stars, and 

Clare Smyth (Restaurant Gordon Ramsay, 
UK) – The first British female to earn three 
Michelin stars. 
New events for this year include Michelin 
Greats at Voyager Estate, Feast in the Forest – 
described as a carnivore’s dream, with whole 
animals cooked over the coals in the fire pit 
at Leeuwin Estate’s Safari Club, an authentic 
Aussie barn in a beautiful forest setting. An 
International Cabernet Celebration at Cape 
Mentelle: Long Lunch with the World’s Best 
starts with an around-the-world cabernet 
journey, hosted by esteemed wine writer 
James Halliday, guests will taste 20 of the 
globe’s best drops, followed by an indulgent 
lunch.
Eagle Bay Brewing Co + el Público Long 
Table Fiesta delivers a taste of Mexico, 
Siemens Collaboration Series Dinners will see 
international, Australian and local Margaret 
River chefs collaborate to created menus 
complemented with fascinating discussions 
and a flawless wine list.
The heart of the festival, the Gourmet Village, 
will house new features including a Gourmet 
Village Brewhouse, whiskey and bacon 
tastings, regional pavilions, wine table talks 
and a new VIP experience in the Escape 
Lounge.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=1518
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=1518


Bula Marau Luxury & Couples Roadshow 
  

Register Now….win your own Luxury Fiji Holiday for Two! 
  
Fiji is renowned for its luxury resorts, products and exclusive destinations.  Come along for 

a fun, entertaining training event and meet key luxury Fijian resorts, products and 
destinations.  Join us along with: 

  
Blue Lagoon Cruises   
Fiji Airways 
Jean-Michel Cousteau Resort  
Koro Sun Resort & Rainforest Spa  
Likuliku Lagoon Resort  
Matamanoa Island Resort 
Namale Resort & Spa 
 

VENUES 
Monday 8 September         7.00am – 10.00am  Christchurch, Novotel Cathedral Square 
Monday 8 September         5.30pm – 9.00pm  Wellington, Wharewaka Function Centre 
Tuesday 9 September        5.30pm – 9.00pm  Hawkes Bay, The Crown Hotel 
Wednesday 10 September   5.30pm – 9.00pm  Hamilton, Novotel Tainui 
Thursday 11 September      5.30pm – 9.00pm  Auckland, The Pullman Hotel 
   

Register with maria@tourismfiji.com.fj detailing the venue attending, agency name, consultant 
attending, email addresses and any dietary requirements. 

Nanuku Resort & Spa 
Pacific Island Air 
Paradise Taveuni 
Qamea Resort & Spa  
Royal Davui Island Resort 
Tropica Island Resort 
Vomo Island Resort 
Yasawa Island Resort & Spa 
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KI Odysseys re-presented
Sealink South Australia reports that the new 
Kangaroo Island Odysseys website is now 
live. A vast improvement on the previous site, 
it features beautiful imagery and easy 
navigation.
KI Odysseys, as the name suggests, specialises
in Kangaroo Island Tours and has been 
operating quality 4X4 tours to the island for 
over 20 years.

Each luxury, personalised eco, nature and 
wildlife tour from Adelaide offers personalised 
service in a small group setting, accompanied 
by experienced guides who are passionate 
about Australia’s native flora and fauna and 
knowledgeable about Kangaroo Island’s 
wildlife and ecosystem.  
http://kiodysseys.com.au/ 

Adina Bondi Beach Winter 
Escapes
The four-star Adina Apartment Hotel Bondi 
Beach has a Winter Escapes deal, providing 
savings of up to 25% on stays of three or more 
nights before 12OCT14, when booked by 
10OCT.  
Rates start at A$129.25 per night. Black out 
days apply.
The deal requires prepayment at time of 
reservation. Non-refundable. 

No cancellations, no amendments. Minimum 
3 nights stay applies.

SOUTH PACIFIC
Another AKL flight for Aircalin 
Aircalin has announced that, effective 
28OCT, it is increasing its services from two, 
to three flights per week between Auckland 
and Noumea. 
The new schedule increases capacity and 
continues Aircalin’s investment in the 
outbound market from New Zealand to New 
Caledonia. 
The schedule will be Tuesday, Friday and 
Sunday, operated by A320 aircraft. 
Depart Auckland 1415, Arrive Noumea 1510 
Depart Noumea 0800, arrive Auckland 1240 
SB’s current Thursday flight will be 

withdrawn at that time. 
“Aircalin aircraft are configured with both 
economy and business class cabins and we 
continue to be a full-service carrier,” says 
Angela Hallett. 
The codeshare flights of Wednesday and 
Saturday are in addition to the above, which 
means that as from 28OCT, Aircalin will offer 
five SB-coded flights per week to New 
Caledonia. 
Details are already in the GDS.

Vomo Island Resort - luxury, beauty and privacy
Luxury, beauty and privacy in one of the most 
stunning places in the world – the things 
your clients can expect after their 15-minute 
scenic flight from Nadi International Airport.
Vomo is a private island where Fijian culture 
exists from bygone days. Exclusively set on 
255 acres of unspoiled island, Vomo offers 
luxury on powdery beaches, an exclusive 
experience for couples and families alike. 
Outstanding accommodation includes 28 
one-bedroom villas and two bespoke 
residences, each with a private pool.  
Its warm turquoise waters allow for 
magnificent snorkelling around bountiful 
coral reefs, PADI scuba dive opportunities 

and a range of water sports. Supervised care 
for children is provided at the Kids Village 
with a fun programme all year around. 
Visit http://vomofiji.com
Find out more at Tourism Fiji’s upcoming 
Bula Marau Luxury & Couples Roadshow.

http://www.tfehotels.com/brands/adina-apartment-hotels/adina-apartment-hotel-bondi-beach
http://www.tfehotels.com/brands/adina-apartment-hotels/adina-apartment-hotel-bondi-beach
mailto://maria@tourismfiji.com.fj


New Caledonia. All Year!

$750
www.aircalin.com

Return 
ex Auckland
including
taxes/levies

(09) 977 2238

Valid all year! Includes school holidays, Christmas and 
New Year! No closeouts! Refer GDS. Book W class.

FROM 
 NZ
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Te Maeva Nui 
– the greatest celebration
August 4th each year marks the date when 
the Cook Islands became a self-governing 
territory status in free association with New 
Zealand. This year it’s the 49th anniversary, 
and the Constitution Celebrations start the 
week before with a colourful Te Maeva Nui 
Float Parade through the main town of 
Avarua on 28JUL. The most significant 
cultural event on the Cook Islands calendar, 
the week continues with cultural performances 
in the National Auditorium where the best 
talent from across the islands gathers to 
showcase their dancing and drumming skills.
“As Cook Islanders, sharing our culture has 
always been the norm and we encourage 
all visitors to witness these celebrations to 

enhance their experience and give them a 
greater appreciation of the Cook Islands,” 
said Cook Islands Tourism CEO Halatoa Fua.  
“Next year’s celebrations for the 50th 
anniversary of self-governance will be even 
bigger and better, so start planning that 
holiday now.”

Changes at Matamanoa Island Resort
Matamanoa Island Resort opened nine new 
deluxe beachfront Villas in January on the 
island’s North Beach, one of its most 
spectacular.  The Villas feature a split level 
layout, with the elevated bedroom area 
featuring a king bed with sea views. The Villas 
are air conditioned and the lounge room has a 
desk and wet bar. There’s a deck with outdoor 
furniture, a plunge pool, an adjoining private 
gazebo with day bed and a beautiful outdoor 
shower set amongst tropical plants.

All of the resort’s 19 Beachfront Bures will be 
fully upgraded during a close down 19JAN-
16MAR15, and five identical Beachfront 
Bures will be constructed on the western side 
of the Island, providing much-needed 
additional capacity, taking  Bure inventory to 
25 and full inventory to 46. 
Visit www.matamanoa.com
Find out more at Tourism Fiji’s upcoming 
Bula Marau Luxury & Couples Roadshow.

Manihiki-style meals on offer
Traditional Manihiki delicacies are being 
served up at Punanga Nui Market at 
Rarotonga’s Avatiu Wharf, as part of a new 
tourism experience created by Pastor 
Ngarima George.
According to Cook Islands News Online, Papa 
George believes there is a need for more 
traditional food in the market, so has decided 
to start hosting a special breakfast every 
Friday at hut number 24.   
“I feel there are some missing links in the 
tourism industry, in the food area. Tourists 
are having lunch and dinners at hotels but 
some of them are looking to eat traditional 
food.”
For $20 a head, guests can enjoy a three-
course Manihiki-style breakfast, including 
uto porridge, a pawpaw and akari platter, 
barbequed tuna with rice and uto pancake, 

washed down with a refreshing uto drink, tea 
and coffee.
“I will be sharing about the history of this 
nation; the coming of the canoes from Tahiti 
and Samoa, and then the migration from the 
Cook Islands to Aotearoa.” (Legendary 
voyager Kupe came from Manihiki).
He will also talk about the arrival of the 
missionaries, the various forms of rule over 
the decades, the 14 stages of the coconut and 
the use of the tree, and share secrets of 
traditional medicine in the Cooks.
He will also be running a similar traditional-
style lunch every week, on Tuesdays.
This will be an umu lunch, which the guests 
will help to prepare and, of course, eat.
They will also be taught how to prepare a dish 
of raw fish, and listen to Papa George speak 
about the country’s history and culture.

http://nz.aircalin.com/billet-noumea.php
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Blue Lagoon Cruises far from ordinary
Blue Lagoon Cruises says the superb itineraries
your clients will experience are far from 
your ordinary ‘cruise’. Blue Lagoon Cruises 
are boutique, with Fiji Princess sleeping just 
68 guests. The 55m twin-hulled ship cruises 
through The Yasawas and moors in private 
bays tied off from a coconut tree. The all-
Fijian crew are just delightful, and although 
relaxation is key, there’s a lot more to a Blue 
Lagoon Cruise than simply sitting aboard and 
watching the view slide by. 
Cruising for no more than four hours a day, 
Blue Lagoon Cruises will have the guests 

ashore experiencing all that Fiji is famous 
for. They’ll visit ‘secret’ bays and coves, spend 
their time snorkelling at colourful reefs, sit 
down to a traditional feast with remote island 
villagers, swim through sacred caverns and – 
of course – laze on the most pristine beaches 
you can imagine.
The three itineraries on offer (3, 4 and 7 days) 
are all adult-only and provide an experience 
your clients will treasure for life. Visit 
www.bluelagooncruises.com 
Find out more at Tourism Fiji’s upcoming 
Bula Marau Luxury & Couples Roadshow.

ASIA

Vietnam on Sale

Call the experts on 09 360 7669 or sales@activeasia.co.nz

Active Asia Small Group Escorted Tours are on Sale 

Ultimate Vietnam 14 days 
 - 3 star now $2040
Discover Vietnam 11 days 
 - 4 star now $2440 
    and Active Asia’s most popular tour:
Experience Vietnam & Cambodia 18 days 
 - 4 star now $3940

Savings of $250pp 
for NEW bookings until 

31JUL, full payment
required by 01AUG14.

Unforgettable Sri Lanka private journey
The tropical island of Sri Lanka, formerly 
known as Ceylon, is rich in history, tradition 
and culture. Discover the island and its well 
preserved sites with Adventure World’s 10-
day Unforgettable Sri Lanka private journey, 
now priced from $1,495pp – saving $200 
per couple. Price includes nine nights hotel 
accommodation, breakfast daily, transport 
by local air-conditioned private vehicle with 
driver and sightseeing with English speaking
local guides and entrance fees. 

Valid for departures 07MAY-31OCT14. 
For more information call Adventure World 
on 0508 496 753.

Macau’s battle of the big bangers
The 26th Macau International Fireworks 
Display Contest will be held above the sea 
area in front of Macau Tower on 08, 13, 20, 
27SEP and 01OCT. Ten competing teams will 
brighten up the city skyline with spectacular 
fireworks on those nights.
Outstanding pyrotechnic companies come 
from around the world to join Macau 
International Fireworks Display Contest 
each year. This year, teams from Croatia and 
Taiwan will stage their fireworks displays on 
08SEP, a night to celebrate Mid-Autumn 
Festival. On the succeeding nights, China will 
be up against France; Korea against 
newcomer Poland; Australia will debut 
against Portugal and it will be Italy versus 
Spain, another first time entrant, on the final 
night.
This year, organisers the Macau Government

Tourist Office have again requested the teams 
to choreograph their fireworks displays to 
both music and laser light projections to 
enhance the audience’s experience.

CLICK 

HERE

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=1522
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/asia/indian-subcontinent/sri-lanka/tours/unforgettable-sri-lanka/
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/asia/indian-subcontinent/sri-lanka/tours/unforgettable-sri-lanka/
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Private trips or Locally Escorted Group Tours in China? Yes, we do!!CALL NOW
 0508 396 842                 www.exotic holidays.co.nz                   info@exoticholidays.co.nz

Hogan’s to represent Quadrant Journeys – Myanmar
Myanmar specialist Tour Company Quadrant 
Journeys has appointed Hogan and Associates 
as its sales and marketing representatives in 
New Zealand.  
With an extensive product range, Quadrant 
Journeys can cater for FIT or group travel, 
tailor made itineraries, cruising and special 
interest such as golf, trekking or cycling 
activities.   
“We have been watching the emergence of 
Myanmar onto the market with interest and 
see it as being one of the biggest growing 
markets with huge potential, especially over 
the next few years.  It’s unique, unspoiled yet 
it is alive with culture and charm.” says Mike 
Hogan of Hogan and Associates.  “We were 
delighted to be approached by Quadrant 
Journeys as they have the experience, the 
knowledge and the secure team based on the 
ground in Myanmar and the support here in 
Auckland.  The team are absolute experts.”

Quadrant Journeys is a proud supporter 
of the Myanmar Development Aid which 
provides logistical and financial support for 
the rural areas of Myanmar.  A percentage of 
every tour booked is donated to the charity to 
help continue their great work.
The Quadrant Journeys brochure will be 
arriving in travel agencies soon.
In the interim, contact Hogan and Associates 
on (09) 489 7844 or sales@hoganreps.co.nz  
for information.
www.visitmyanmar.co.nz 

Halal whale meat for Muslim tourists
Japan is beginning to cater to Muslim tourists
with prayer rooms, hijab scarves made of 
local silk and even halal-certified whale meat, 
according to a Japan Times report.
Japan, which is a largely homogeneous 
country with only around 100,000 practicing
Muslims, is trying to double the number of 
tourist arrivals by the 2020 Olympics and 
has been targeting Indonesia, Thailand and 
Malaysia.
Seminars on halal tourism have been held in 
Tokyo and in 20 regions across Japan over 
the last year, with hoteliers and restaurateurs 
invited to learn how to cater to Muslims.
The Osaka Chamber of Commerce has 
reportedly handed out 5,000 leaflets as a 
guide to what can and cannot be eaten, 

although the concept of kitchens that are free 
of pork products and alcohol is challenging.
Malaysian catering company Brahim’s has 
already signed a deal with All Nippon 
Airways to supply in-flight halal meals, and 
a number of large hotels have also sought 
advice on catering to Muslim guests.
Major airports now have dedicated prayer 
rooms, and 19 universities are offering halal 
menus in their cafeterias in a bid to boost the 
number of Muslim students.
Customers looking for authentic — but halal 
— Japanese dishes already have choices in 
Tokyo. 
Muslims who want to sample whale meat are 
also catered for after Japan’s whaling factory 
ship was certified halal-compliant last year.

Phuket clean-up – pros and cons
Phuketwan reports that the newly cleaned-up, 
natural look of Phuket’s beaches was already 
encouraging an increase in bookings and will 
promote a more sustainable future, according 
to the Vice President of the Phuket Tourism 
Association.
‘’Tourists are mostly delighted that the 
beaches have been cleared,’’ he said. ‘’The 
Phuket of today looks much more like the 
Phuket of 20 or 25 years ago. We believe that 
the cleanup is positive, and that the island’s 
future has already become more sustainable.’’
What people are saying about changes to 
Phuket’s beaches and to its tuk-tuk and taxis 
is beginning to evoke the concept first defined 
by resort owner and former honorary consul 
Larry Cunningham of ‘’the New Phuket.’’
He figured that if Phuket could make a fresh 
start, the Europeans who had forsaken the 

once-beautiful holiday island would return. 
Not everyone, though, is thrilled with moves 
by the military junta to rid Thailand’s popular 
beaches of their illegal thatched restaurants, 
beach clubs and other commercial operations.
Phuketwan says that tourists who are used to 
laying under umbrellas on sun loungers and 
being waited on hand and foot have begun to 
complain. 
There is also at some Phuket beaches like 
Laypang the issue of leaving many tourists 
with no alternative places to eat, with their 
only choice the expensive resort restaurants 
that the beach establishments enabled them 
to avoid. 
Operators of some illegal establishments are 
still open in defiance of orders to shut down 
and demolish, having a wait-and-see attitude. 

15-day Culinary India experience
Exotic Holidays has created what it calls a 
delectable 15-day Culinary India indulgence.
In Delhi, a City Tour takes your clients into 
the home of an Indian family for secret 
recipes and tips while sharing dinner. In 
Agra, they’ll travel by Tonga Horse Cart to 
the Taj Mahal at sunset.  They’ll also enjoy 
other unique highlights; become personal 
guests to Karauli’s royal family with a cooking 
demonstration and dining with the 
descendants, discover their history, heritage 
and rich culture.   They’ll stroll through the 
village of Karauli, visit an organic farm, local 
charity school and handicrafts shop meeting
locals.   They’ll relish a special visit to the 
ancestral home of a Jaipuri family, view 
traditional arts and antique furniture, cook 
a typical Rajasthani meal and savour the 
results.  There’s sightseeing in Jaipur and 

Udaipur with a cooking demonstration and 
lunch with the owners of Devra.  They fly to 
Kochi for sightseeing and an introduction to 
preparing, serving and eating south Indian 
Cuisine, served on banana leaves, then cruise 
by motorboat along Kerala’s backwaters to a 
family run farmhouse, share traditional 
cuisine and tour the family farm.   They’ll 
relax during a plantation tour in nearby 
gardens, take a boat trip in National Park 
viewing herds of elephants, bison and wild 
boar, cruise the backwaters on board Kerala 
rice houseboat, visiting local villages, buy a 
lobster or catch some fish for the chef to cook.
This delicious tour is priced at $2319pp and 
also operates in reverse.  
Contact info@exoticholidays.co.nz or phone 
0508 396 842.

http://www.exoticholidays.co.nz
http://exoticholidays.co.nz/holiday/15d-culinary-india/
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THE AMERICAS
New TN LAX fares, Tahiti bonus
Air Tahiti Nui has released special short life 
airfares between AKL/WLG/CHC and LAX 
in Economy Class valid for sales 15JUL-
01AUG14.
Outbound travel is permitted from NZ 
between 01-30NOV14 and 18JAN-30APR15.  
Closeouts apply for departures 01DEC14-
17JAN15.
Inclusive prices for travel in Economy lead in 
at $1349. 
Domestic NZ add-ons are available using Air 

NZ from NPE, NSN, NPL, PMR and ZQN to 
AKL.
Click here for the details.
And there is more – two free nights in Tahiti.  
In conjunction with any TN fares ex NZ to 
USA / Canada / Mexico and France including
the above $1349 special, when two people 
travel together, TN will give these customers 
two free nights’ accommodation in Tahiti. 
Click here for full details.

Anaheim’s Little Arabia
After months of courting local communities, 
politicians and convention officials, Little 
Arabia – the ethnic enclave of family-friendly 
Middle Eastern restaurants and markets 
mostly along Brookhurst Street in Anaheim 
– is now recognised as a tourist attraction 
by the city and the Anaheim Orange County 

Visitor & Convention Bureau. A profile of 
the district is now live online on the latter’s 
website making things official.
Little Arabia is a few miles west of the Disney 
parks, but plans are being made to connect 
them via a future partnership with the 
Anaheim Resort Transportation (ART) and 
the Yellow Cab.

Lisa Marie, Hound Dog II evicted
Elvis Presley fans in their millions have 
toured the King’s Memphis home, Graceland,
over the past 30 years and the package has 
included a walk-through of his aircraft, the 
Convair 880 named Lisa Marie, and the 
smaller JetStar called Hound Dog II, parked 
across the street from the mansion. The 
planes’ owners had a deal with Graceland 
under which they were on permanent loan in 
return for a slice of the tour ticket sales.
Now, the new owners of Elvis Presley 
Enterprises, which operates the Graceland 
tourist attraction, has written to the planes’ 
owners saying they should prepare to remove 
the jets from Graceland by next spring and 
restore the site.
It seems that last November, New York-based 
Authentic Brands Group bought Elvis Presley 
Enterprises and the licensing and 

merchandising rights for Presley’s music and 
image. As part of the deal, Joel Weinshanker, 
founder of the National Entertainment 
Collectibles Association, acquired the 
operating rights to Graceland, which attracts 
about 500,000 visitors each year.
After the sale, Authentic Brands said upgrades 
to the tourist attraction were planned. Earlier 
this year, Elvis Presley Enterprises announced 
plans to build a 450-room hotel, theatre and 
restaurant, with a projected opening date of 
August 2015. Their plan was approved by 
Memphis City Council.

Celebrity attractions
If you have clients obsessed with Hollywood 
and entertainment celebrities, point them in 
the direction of these five celeb-owned travel 
attractions, as rounded up by Biography.com: 
>> Dollywood: Dolly Parton bought a stake 
in a Tennessee theme park, named it after 
herself, and the rest is history—the nearby 
town, Pigeon Forge, now even hosts an 
annual Dolly Parade.
>> Mirimichi golf course: Also in Tennessee,
this tourist attraction was created by Justin
Timberlake—and it’s also an Audubon 

Society-approved bird sanctuary.
>> Francis Ford Coppola Winery: Owned by 
the director, the Napa Valley winery also 
includes park grounds, a pool, restaurant, and 
lots of Coppola movie memorabilia.
>> 40/40 Club: Jay Z’s nightclub chain has 
locations in New York, Las Vegas, and 
Atlantic City.
>> DASH: The clothing boutique, with spots 
in Miami and Manhattan, is owned by 
Kourtney and Khloe Kardashian.

Frisco’s sea lions gone
One of San Francisco’s most famous tourist 
attractions -- a colony of sea lions -- has gone 
from Pier 39.
The mammals have reportedly migrated 
south to breed but are expected to eventually 

return. They suddenly headed for Southern 
California in a similar migration around four 
and a half years ago.
In NOV09, the Bay colony had reached an all-
time high of 1,701, but one month later only 
10 remained.

Canadian Rockies Getaway circle trip
Not sure which leg of Rocky Mountaineer 
Rail to sell? Adventure World’s 9-day 
Canadian Rockies Getaway on board Rocky 
Mountaineer can be recommended as an 
excellent circle itinerary from Vancouver. It 
includes both the Journey through the Clouds 
(Jasper) and First Passage to the West (Banff) 
routes, meaning your clients won’t miss a 
thing.
Highlights include Jasper and Banff National 
Parks, Lake Louise an Ice Explorer ride, Banff 
Gondola, helicopter ride over Banff and 
travelling on board the Rocky Mountaineer.
Priced from $4,400pp twin share this trip 
includes Rocky Mountaineer Redleaf travel, 8 
nights’ accommodation including taxes, some 

meals, sightseeing, exclusive attractions pass, 
rail transfers in Vancouver, Kamloops, Jasper 
and Banff, and Canadian GST. Plus, if your 
clients book their 2015 journey by 31AUG14 
they will receive up to $2,500CAD in added 
value.
For more information on Rocky Mountaineer, 
contact Adventure World on 0508 496 753.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=1520
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=1521
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/north-america/canada/canada/tours/canadian-rockies-getaway/
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/north-america/canada/canada/tours/canadian-rockies-getaway/
http://www.delta.com/traveling_checkin/inflight_services/economy_class/economy_comfort.jsp
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AFRICA
Kenya Classic
Kenya is still the primary focus of all 
adventure travel in Africa, and is one of the 
finest and most famous safari destinations in 
the world. Safari, however, is by no means the 
only reason to visit Kenya, for the attractions 
of its rich culture and diverse environments 
are considerable.
Kenya’s is geographically varied. While much 
of north-eastern Kenya is a flat, bush-covered 
plain, the remainder of the country 
encompasses pristine beaches, scenic 
highlands and lake regions, the Great Rift 
Valley, and the magnificent Mount Kenya.

Explore this amazing country with Adventure 
World’s top selling 7-day Kenya Classic small 
group journey priced from $2,329pp twin 
share. Highlights include the Masai Mara, 
Lake Nakuru National Park and Amboseli 
National Park. Departing Mon, Thu and 
Sat this price includes accommodation, an 
English speaking guide/driver, selected meals, 
sightseeing and park fees. For travel in 
November. For more information call 
Adventure World on 0508 496 753 or visit 
www.adventureworld.com.

Wings over Botswana special offer
Your clients can explore Botswana’s Okavango 
Delta, Moremi Wildlife Reserve and Chobe 
National Park whilst staying in strategically
located camps and lodges and enjoying 
extensive game viewing by land and water 
on Adventure World’s 7-day Wings over 
Botswana independent journey.
Priced from $3,999pp this trip includes 6 
nights’ accommodation, scheduled game 

activities including Mokoro rides in the 
Okavango Delta, laundry, meals, house 
beverages and national park fees.
Plus, if you book by the 31AUG14 your 
clients will receive free light aircraft and road 
transfers. 
Based on travel 01DEC14 – 26MAR15. 
For more information call 0508 496 753.

EUROPE

Insight Vacations’ 2015 Europe Preview
Insight Vacations is offering a sneak peek at 
its European programs for next year with the 
release of 2015 Europe Preview. 
Clients can plan their European getaways 
ahead of time, taking advantage of current 
pricing while securing their spot on high 
demand itineraries across 45 countries. In 
addition, when guests pay in full by 18DEC14 
they will save up to 10% with Insight Vacations’
Early Payment Discounts. And with Preview
Price Guarantee, if a tour price goes down 
with the official 2015 Europe brochure 
release, Insight Vacations will refund the 
difference.
Options include the 14-day Country Roads of 
Croatia priced from $4425pp twin share. This 
tour delivers great food, rich history and 
natural beauty. It also provides many 
Signature Experiences, included highlights 
and time to enjoy Croatia’s spectacular 
scenery, excellent food and laid-back island 
atmosphere. A visit to the Stonemasons’ 

school in Pucišca is among the Insight 
Vacations Signature Experiences on this tour.
Travellers can explore three of Eastern 
Europe’s most spectacular capitals on the 
10-day Easy Pace Budapest, Vienna & Prague 
journey, priced from $2950pp twin share. In 
Budapest, guests will visit Heroes’ Square, 
cross the mighty Danube and enjoy sweeping
views from the Fisherman’s Bastion. In Vienna,
join an intimate tour of Maria Theresa’s 
Schönbrunn Palace and formal gardens. 
Insight guests are treated to a Dine-Around 
evening at a selection of vibrant Viennese 
restaurants. En route to Prague, they stop in 
picturesque Ceský Krumlov, a fairytale vision 
with the finest castle in the land. In Prague a 
local expert leads a guided tour taking in the 
1,000 year old Prague Castle, St. Vitus 
Cathedral and the Astronomical Clock.
Follow Insight Vacations on 
www.facebook.com/InsightVacations or 
Twitter @InsightVacation.  

www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/africa/eastern-africa/kenya/tours/kenya-classic/
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/africa/southern-africa/botswana/tours/wings-over-botswana-tour/
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/africa/southern-africa/botswana/tours/wings-over-botswana-tour/
http://www.insightvacations.com/nz/tours/preview-2015
http://www.insightvacations.com/nz/country-roads-of-croatia-preview-2015
http://www.insightvacations.com/nz/country-roads-of-croatia-preview-2015
http://www.insightvacations.com/nz/easy-pace-budapest-vienna-and-prague-preview-2015
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Pamplona spectacle under pressure from activists
Animal welfare activists in the UK have 
succeeded in persuading STA Travel to stop 
selling tours to the bull running festival in 
Pamplona.
The League Against Cruel Sports reportedly 
first appealed to STA to stop supporting the 
annual bull running event some weeks ago, 
when the activists discovered it was selling 
tours through Topdeck Travel.
This was despite STA being signed up to the 
ABTA Animal Welfare Guidelines which 
deem the activity as unacceptable.
The League had launched a campaign asking 
supporters to contact STA’s CEO John 
Constable and make their opposition known.
Over 12,000 people emailed STA and joined a 
social media campaign targeting the student 

company.
STA joins several other travel companies 
who have already dropped their sponsorship 
and promotion of the Pamplona festival and 
bullfighting following persuasion from the 
charity.
STA issued a statement saying its decision 
was not due to pressure from animal welfare 
groups but was part of a wider audit of all 
tours involving direct or indirect contact with 
animals.
“To date we have discontinued the sale of the 
Tiger Temple tour in Thailand, San Fermin 
Festival tours in Pamplona, and a lion 
research project in Zambia. We have also 
replaced all tours which include elephant 
riding with alternative activities.

Visit the Azores, Portugal
Nature lovers are in for a treat when they 
travel on Adventure World’s 8-day Whales 
and Dolphin Watching in the Azores small 
group journey, priced from $2,145pp - saving 
$380pp if they book by 31JUL14. 
A chain of nine mid-Atlantic volcanic islands, 
the Azores have an air of tranquillity, with 
vineyards on Pico clinging
between walls of black 
volcanic rock while Sau 
Miguel features 
shimmering green and 
blue lakes, and geysers 
splutter and spurt around 
the village of Furnas. 
The waters of the Azores 
teem with life. Bottlenose 
dolphins ride the surf and 
Sperm whales dive for 
squid, while ghostly calls 
of the Cory’s Shearwaters 

reverberate around the cliffs at night.
Price includes seven nights in comfortable 
hotels, with all breakfasts and five lunches 
included, and services of an Exodus tour 
guide. Special valid for travel until 31DEC14. 
Call 0508 496 753.

AVIATION

A350 XWB coming to NZ
Aviation commentator Peter Clark reports 
that the Airbus A350 XWB test fleet is now 
complete with MSN005, the fifth and final 
flight-test aircraft up and flying. This aircraft 
is the second fitted with a passenger cabin 
and is tasked with route proving and ETOPS 
validation. MSN005 also has the operationally 
definitive configuration for Type Certification 
duties.   
Airbus said this milestone means that the 
A350 XWB development programme is on 
track for certification in the third quarter of 
this year, with delivery of the first customer 

aircraft to Qatar Airways expected in the 
fourth quarter. 
With the delivery of the fifth A350 XWB, the 
programme has already achieved more than 
2,000 flight-test hours in around 500 flights, 
the highest flying rate ever achieved in Airbus 
flight tests, with around 80 flight hours per 
aircraft per month.
Test aircraft MSN005, as part of its upcoming 
route proving flights, will visit Australia and 
New Zealand and Airbus says it is planning 
to fly it from Sydney to Auckland on Tuesday 
05AUG, arriving at 1900 hours.

Air India chairman and MD Rohit Nandan 
says that when the carrier is formally 
integrated into the Star Alliance 
network, its entire European, Asian and 
Pacific schedule will be operated by 787 
Dreamliner aircraft.

Photo | Peter Clark

http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/europe/western-europe/spain-portugal/tours/whale-dolphin-watching-in-the-azores/
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/europe/western-europe/spain-portugal/tours/whale-dolphin-watching-in-the-azores/
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Over 120 European destinations ... now that’s Wunderbar!

Lufthansa to fly home the World Champions
There were congratulations all round yesterday 
for Germany, the four-time FIFA World Cup 
winners, and Lufthansa quickly swung into 
action, preparing the ultimate conclusion to 
the biggest fan campaign of any airline.
‘Fanhansa’ began preparing to fly the world 
champions back to Germany on the charter 
Boeing 747-800 from Rio de Janeiro. Flight 
LH2014, with only the players, officials and 
family onboard, will land in Germany on 
Tuesday to a welcome not seen since the team 
last lifted the trophy in 1990.
“As official airline sponsor of the German 

national team since 2005, we are absolutely 
delighted to be flying the team home from 
Brazil. It has been a wonderful tournament 
and with Fanhansa, we are proud to show our 
support,” said Anton Musin, Lufthansa’s NZ 
Sales and Marketing Manager.
“I think the 36.5cm, 18-carat gold trophy, the 
most famous sports trophy of them all, will 
be the best extra baggage carried onboard 
Lufthansa for some time,” he added.
Check out how LH subsidiary Germanwings 
marked the World Cup win here. “Nice!!!!”, 
says Musin.

Hawaiian Airlines president and CEO Mark Dunkerley has received the 2014 Airline 
Strategy Award for Regional Leadership by Airline Business, selected by an 
independent panel of industry experts among both mainline operators and traditional 
carriers. The award recognizes Mr. Dunkerley’s role in transforming Hawaiian Airlines 
from a bankrupt niche U.S. carrier to a strong and growing global player.

Six new routes for Etihad 
Etihad Airways has unveiled plans to launch 
six new routes in the first half of 2015.
The airline will mount daily flights to Madrid, 
Edinburgh, Kolkata and Entebbe in Uganda.
It will also operate four flights a week to Hong 
Kong and three flights a week to Algiers.
In addition, Etihad Airways’ existing daily 
flights to Brisbane, currently operated via 
Singapore, will become a non-stop from 
Abu Dhabi using a three-class Boeing 787-9 

Dreamliner with the airline’s brand new First 
Suite, Business Studio and Economy Smart 
Seat.
Further service upgrades in JUN15 include 
the introduction of a three-class Airbus 
A330-300 aircraft on daily flights to Singapore,
and three-class Dreamliner daytime flights 
to Moscow, marking the debut of First Class 
cabins on both routes.

Etihad, Philippine Airlines enter partnership 
Etihad Airways and Philippine Airlines have 
announced a strategic partnership agreement 
that covers codeshare flights, loyalty programs,
 airport lounges, joint sales and marketing 

programs, a Philippines domestic air pass, 
cargo, and the coordination of airport ops to 
provide a better guest experience at their Abu 
Dhabi and Manila hubs. 

QFF for sale?
Qantas could be looking to sell its Frequent 
Flyer business, according to Business Insider 
Australia.
The sale is believed to be in an effort to gain 
market support ahead of the airline’s 
announcement of its full-year results.

If Qantas did sell the program, Australian 
shareholders could take a direct stake in the 
loyalty program, which has been broadly 
valued at A$2.4 billion – only marginally 
higher than the market value for Qantas at 
A$2.8 billion.

More Korean Air flights to Americas, SE Asia
Korean Air has announced an increase in
frequency on its routes to Americas and 
Southeast Asia. 
From 24JUL-10SEP, the current 17 times 
a week flights between Seoul/Incheon and 
Honolulu will be increased to 21 times a week 
(3 flights per day). 
From 26JUL-24AUG, the airline will also 
increase its flights on the Seoul/Incheon-
Guam route from 7 times a week to 11 times 
a week in order to meet the increasing 
demand on this route. 
Korean Air will also strengthen its reach 

into the Southeast Asia market by lifting 
its frequency between Seoul/Incheon and 
Chiang Mai, Thailand 23JUL-24AUG 4pw to 
7pw. The flights on the Seoul/Incheon- Nha 
Trang, Vietnam route will be increased from 
twice a week to 4pw from 19JUL-10SEP and 
Seoul/Incheon - Kota Kinabalu route will also 
be increased from twice a week to 4pw from 
28JUL-22AUG.
In addition, commencing 28JUL, Korean 
Air will add 3pw to go daily on the Seoul/
Incheon-Da Nang route.

http://www.lufthansaexperts.com
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Emirates is seriously BIG
Emirates has received its 50th double-decker 
A380 aircraft, strengthening its position as 
the world’s largest international airline by 
scheduled international passenger kilometres 
flown. The airline has grown its capacity by 
71% since 2010 and its all wide-body fleet 
now comprises 224 aircraft. In addition to 
having the world’s largest fleet of A380s, it 
also boasts the world’s largest fleet of Boeing 
777s.

This increase in fleet size and capacity has 
been achieved while consistently maintaining 
seat load factors of close to 80%.  During this 
period, Emirates also added 48 cities to its 
global destination network.
Sir Tim Clark, President of Emirates Airline, 
says: “Moving forward, we will see quite a 
ramp up in the delivery programme and by 
late 2017 we will have around 90 A380s in 
our fleet to support existing and new A380 
routes.”

LATAM 787 plans
From AUG14, LAN Airlines and its affiliates, 
part of LATAM Airlines Group, will begin to 
operate flights on existing routes from 
Santiago, Chile to Miami, Punta Cana 
(Dominican Republic), Cancun, Mexico City 
and Sao Paulo, Guarulhos (Brazil) on board 
the new LAN Boeing 787 fleet.

LAN currently has six Dreamliners in service 
on routes to Madrid, Frankfurt, New York 
and Buenos Aires and will receive four more 
aircraft in 2014. In addition, LAN also plans 
to reinstate the aircraft on flights to and from 
Los Angeles. 

Turkish keeps growing
Turkish Airlines is on track to fly 60 million 
passengers this year by tapping into greater 
trade and travel between Africa, Asia and 
Europe, and by funnelling customers through 
its Istanbul hub.
The carrier expects to grow its passenger 
numbers by 24% on the 48.3 million it flew 
last year, as about half its international 
customers now travel through Istanbul. The 
airline’s business increasingly mirrors the 
successful hub strategies of Emirates Airline 
and Qatar Airways.
“We are focusing on organic growth,” Turkish 
Airlines chief executive Temel Kotil told The 

Wall Street Journal ahead of the Farnborough 
International Airshow. “We are building from 
Istanbul a strong hub.”
The airline currently has a fleet of 256 aircraft, 
of which about 50 of those are widebody jets, 
predominantly Boeing 777 and Airbus A330 
aircraft. The airline has 30 more wide-bodies 
on order, with deliveries running up until 
2017.
The airline will this year launch flights to 
Mexico City; Bogotá, Colombia; Havana; and 
Caracas, Venezuela, on top of Buenos Aires 
and São Paulo, which it currently serves.

Lufthansa talks longhaul low-cost ops
Lufthansa is reported to be planning to 
expand its domestic low-cost operations 
by creating a new, no-frills airline for long-
distance flights, possibly to popular leisure 
destinations in Southeast Asia.
Lufthansa said the new airline would begin 
operations in 2015 and would probably fly 
out of Munich, Cologne or Düsseldorf. But 
the company provided few details about what 
destinations it might serve. Lufthansa said it 
was in “advanced” discussions about possibly 
operating the new venture in partnership 
with Turkish Airlines, a fellow member of the 
Star Alliance, but was also considering going 
it alone. 
According to a New York Times report, Luf-
thansa has not said where it intends to base 
staff for the new long-haul unit, which will 
not operate under the Lufthansa brand. The 
carrier’s operations would reportedly be 
modelled on those of Lufthansa’s two European

low-cost subsidiaries: Germanwings, which 
has assumed operations of virtually all the 
carrier’s domestic routes outside its main 
hubs in Frankfurt and Munich; and 
Eurowings, a Düsseldorf-based regional 
carrier serving around two dozen 
destinations in northern and eastern Europe. 
Workers at those affiliates are paid less than 
their Lufthansa peers, and many are on 
temporary contracts.
Both Germanwings and Eurowings, which 
will add its first non-German base in Basel, 
Switzerland, next year, will see their fleets 
enlarged with new Airbus A320 aircraft and 
will operate in close coordination with the 
long-haul venture in order to maximize 
connecting traffic between them.
Lufthansa said the new airline would begin 
with a fleet of up to nine Boeing 767s and 
Airbus A330s. The planes would come from 
Lufthansa’s existing fleet.

Contrary to earlier indications, the Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner being show-
cased at the Farnborough Air Show is not wearing Air New Zealand livery.

http://www.cxagents.com/nz


Air NZ: Virgin to stay listed
Australia’s Business Spectator reports that 
continued speculation about the prospect for 
Virgin Australia being taken private has been 
put to bed temporarily as Air New Zealand’s 
finance chief insisted his firm had no plans to 
take the Australian airline off the ASX. 
According to The Australian Financial Review, 
Rob McDonald said Air NZ, which owns 
almost 26% of Virgin, is “quite adamant” it 
should stay listed on the Australian market.

However, says the commentator, it’s not hard 
to foresee a situation whereby fellow 
significant shareholders Etihad Airways and 
Singapore Airlines boost their stakes a further 
3% under creeping provision laws and Air NZ 
follows suit to ensure it remains the largest 
shareholder. If so, the free float of the stock 
could be just 11% this time next year, 
provided Virgin Group maintains its 10% 
stake.

On yer bike with that idea, Airbus
Airbus Operations has submitted a patent in 
Europe for a new passenger seat that 
resembles a bicycle seat with a small backrest. 
It has no tray table, no headrest and very little 
legroom.
As explained in the patent application, the 
invention is meant to reduce the bulk of a 
typical airline seat, thus allowing an airline to 
pack more passengers onto a plane.
“In effect, to increase the number of cabin 
seats, the space allotted to each passenger 
must be reduced,” the patent application 
states.

Each of the bicycle seats is fastened to a 
vertical bar, and the seats retract to increase 
space when not in use. Airbus officials say the 
patent request does not mean the seat will be 
used.
 “Many, if not most, of these concepts will 
never be developed, but in case the future of 
commercial aviation makes one of our patents 
relevant, our work is protected,” said Airbus 
spokeswoman Mary Anne Greczyn. 
“Right now these patent filings are simply 
conceptual.”

United slashes Venezuela flights
United Airlines has become the last of the 
three largest US carriers to cut flights to 
Venezuela in a dispute with the government 
over cash trapped in the country.
Service will be reduced to four round trips 
a week from the current daily flights, a 43% 
reduction, effective 17SEP, United said.
Earlier this month Delta Air Lines announced 
that the airline is reducing service by 85%, 
replacing its daily roundtrip flight between 
Atlanta and Caracas with one roundtrip 
weekend flight as of 01AUG.
Frustrated over the continued non-payment 

of some $750 million owed to it by Venezuela 
through to the end of MAR14, American 
Airlines has also cut its weekly flights to the 
destination to ten, down from 48 previously.
Other international and regional airlines have 
taken similar action.
“The airlines get to a point where they want to 
serve the country and they want to serve the 
Venezuelan people,” said IATA spokesman 
Jason Sinclair.
“But they’re owed so much money, it just 
becomes not viable to operate in Venezuela.”

CRUISE NEWS
Small ship discovery cruising in three styles  ... Cont from p1
Voyages of Discovery attracts a slightly 
younger demographic and, says Wilson, the 
550-passenger Voyager (right) has a more 
contemporary style, with a more mainstream 
entertainment programme.
“Voyages of Discovery cruises visit 
fascinating destinations. For example, next 
Northern Winter, Voyager will sail through 
the Suez Canal to destinations in Arabia, 
India, the Maldives, Mauritius, Madagascar, 
South Africa and back up the Atlantic via the 
Canaries.”
Voyages of Discovery also offers an array 
of included shore excursions but also gives 
guests the freedom to do their own thing, as 
the itineraries offer many overnight or multi-
night stops. Its guest speakers are carefully 
selected for their in-depth knowledge and 
passion.
The third All Leisure Group brand is 
Hebridean Island Cruises.
“Its ship holds a Royal Warrant,” says Wilson. 
“At just 2,112 tons and 50 passengers, 
Hebridean Princess has a luxurious Scottish 
country house feel, complete with an 
inglenook fireplace and a crew-to-guest ratio 
of almost one-to-one. It’s no surprise that the 
Queen has chartered her twice for a birthday 
celebration and a family holiday.”
Hebridean Princess operates fascinating 
itineraries around the Highlands and islands 
of Scotland, plus the occasional jaunt to 
Norway and explorations of the UK coast.
Use of the ship’s small boats, speedboat, 
bicycles and fishing gear are included in the 
price, as are entrance fees to gardens, castles, 
other attractions, and some coach tours. The 
destination-intensive cruises have very 

creative itineraries. Specialist guides, who 
give daily talks about the history and folklore 
of destinations, accompany all cruises.
The 30 Hebridean Princess cabins are all 
individual in decor and have names rather 
than numbers. There are a number of single 
cabins and all feature luxury bathrooms.
For itineraries, fares and bookings on Swan 
Hellenic, Voyages of Discovery or Hebridean 
Island Cruises, call Discover the World 
Marketing on 09-623 4293 or email 
reservations@discovertheworld.com.au.
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Le Soleal – The Antarctic Peninsula 
10 Nights, 19-29NOV14 
Prestige Stateroom, Deck 5 AU$11,210pp, 
including Safety & Port taxes 
One Stateroom Left
Includes return flights from Buenos Aires – 
Ushuaia, transfers and airport taxes

Le Soleal  – The Great Austral Loop 
** Christmas Cruise ** via Falklands & South 
Georgia
15 Nights, 19DEC14 – 03JAN15
Prestige Stateroom, Deck 5 AU$17,175pp, 
including Safety & Port taxes
Three Staterooms Left
Includes return flights from Buenos Aires – 
Ushuaia, transfers and airport taxes

LATE AVAILABILITY SPECIALS FOR ANTARCTICA 2014
These voyages have been booked out for months, however due to some recent European cancellations, we are 
able to offer you excellent rates on these popular voyages. Prices and availability are correct as at the 14JUL14.

Le Soleal  – The Antarctic Peninsula
10 Nights, 29NOV-09DEC14
Prestige Stateroom, Deck 5 AU$11,725pp, 
including Safety & Port taxes 
Two Staterooms Left
Includes return flights from Buenos Aires – 
Ushuaia, transfers and airport taxes

Le Soleal  – The Antarctic Peninsula
10 Nights, 09-19DEC14
Prestige Stateroom, Deck 5 AU$12,785pp, 
including Safety & Port taxes
Two Staterooms Left
Includes return flights from Buenos Aires 
– Ushuaia, transfers and airport taxes

Pricing also includes the following:
• Highly experienced bilingual (French-English) Expedition team
• Free Parka and free boot rental
... and more. Ask us for the details.

Heavenly holidays inspire P&O Cruises’ latest ship names 

MSC Cruises offers 2-for-1 savings
Starting Thursday, MSC Cruises is offering travellers 
huge 2 for 1 last-minute savings on 2014 departures. 
On sale until 31JUL, the 2 for 1 deals will be offered 
across the entire fleet and includes 7 to 11-night West 
Mediterranean, East Mediterranean, Canary Islands, 
Black Sea, Northern Europe, and Caribbean cruises.

After sifting through more than 30,000 suggestions from across 
Australia and New Zealand, P&O Cruises last week drew a line 
in the sand to reveal the names of its latest ships – Pacific Aria 
and Pacific Eden.
Port Macquarie artist, Chloe Dickey, unveiled the names in a 
spectacular 20-metre-wide mural raked into the sands of Bondi 
Beach as scores of spectators looked on. See a video of its 
creation here.
P&O Cruises said while it had been overwhelmed with ideas, 
the two names, Pacific Aria and Pacific Eden, stood out from 
the field as they had a contemporary feel that reflected the spirit 
of a P&O Cruises’ holiday at sea.
Eden, suggested by Nikki Smith from Bentley Park, Cairns, was 
chosen because of the sense of peace and images of paradise 
and beautiful destinations that the name evoked. In a happy 
coincidence, Eden is also an idyllic NSW regional port on the 
cruise line’s latest itineraries.  
Meanwhile Aria, an entry from Katie Luxa from Canning Vale, 
Perth, conveyed a sense of beauty, grandeur and escapism – all 
words that could be used to describe a wonderful holiday at sea. 
More than 93% of entries had featured the word “Pacific”, 
consistent with the current P&O Cruises fleet – Pacific Dawn, 
Pacific Jewel and Pacific Pearl – so the cruise line decided to 
maintain the prefix across all of its ships.

Holland America Line One Week Sale 
Holland America Line is in the midst of a One Week 
Sale from 13 to 21JUL14.  
This sale is focused on offering onboard credits and 
reduced deposits on deluxe accommodations on 
select sailings.
Click here for the list of the exotic destination 
sailings, along with the onboard credit amount for 
passengers one and two per stateroom.
For details and bookings on these and other 
applicable sailings, contact the Team on 09 4442298 
or email  reservations@francistravelmarketing.co.nz

http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://Vimeo.com/100502611
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=1519
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Viking Star Godmother Trude
Viking Ocean Cruises has released a new 
online video highlighting the “float out” 
ceremony of its first ship – the 930-passenger
Viking Star – set to debut in early 2015. 
Accompanying the new video, Viking also 
announced that Trude Drevland, the mayor 
of Bergen, Norway, will be godmother to 
Viking Star and will officially “name” the ship 
during a christening ceremony on 17MAY15 
– Norwegian Constitution Day.
Charismatic “Trude,” as she is known 
throughout Norway, was on-hand at the 
shipyard to assist with the float-out ceremony, 
helping weld coins to the ship – a good luck 

practice that dates back to Roman times – 
and cutting a cord to allow water to begin 
flowing into the ship’s building dock.
“For our first ocean ship it was very impor-
tant to have a godmother who personifies 
our company’s Scandinavian heritage and the 
Viking spirit, so it is an absolute honour to 
have Trude as godmother to Viking Star,” said 
Torstein Hagen, Chairman of Viking Cruises 
and a native of Norway. “Bergen, with its 
colourful harbour and stunning scenery, has 
always been one of my favourite cities, and we 
are delighted for our guests to experience it 
firsthand starting next spring.”

Introducing Silversea’s 
2014/15 Pacific voyages
Silversea has unveiled its 2014/15 Pacific 
brochure, which showcases the variety of 
voyages available on board Silver Shadow 
and Silver Spirit.  With eight select sailings 
available set to depart between OCT14 and 
MAR15, guests can cross the entire Pacific 
Ocean or focus on specific areas, such as the 
Cook Islands or French Polynesia. 
Karen Christensen, General Manager and 
Director of Sales/Marketing Australasia, says 
Silversea’s Pacific sailings are consistently 
popular among guests for the sheer natural 
beauty of the places they visit. 
“Whether travelling for eight days or the full 
64-day Grand Voyage, there is a boutique 
itinerary available to suit all our guests and 
Silversea’s intimate ships are the perfect way 
to explore the rich biodiversity and local 
cultures of the Pacific, whilst creating lasting 
memories.”
Silver Spirit accommodates up to 540 guests 
whilst Silver Shadow only 382 guests, both of 
which have a staff to guest ratio of almost one 
to one, butler service for every suite and all 
ocean-view suite accommodation.    
The Pacific brochure outlines Silversea’s fare 
inclusions: all-suite accommodation with 
butler service; gourmet meals with menus 
inspired by Relais & Châteaux; complimentary
wines, Champagne and spirits served 
throughout the ship; and all gratuities.
2014 Pacific Voyages on board Silver Shadow:
3430: Papeete to Papeete, 10 days, 
departing 12OCT14.
3431: Papeete to Papeete, 12 days, 
departing 22OCT14.

2015 Pacific Voyages on board Silver Spirit:
5502: Los Angeles to Papeete, 12 days, 
departing 22JAN15.
5503: Papeete to Auckland, 8 days, 
departing 03FEB15.
5504: Auckland to Melbourne, 11 days, 
departing 12FEB15.
5505: Melbourne to Lautoka, Fiji, 14 days, 
departing 23FEB15.
5506: Lautoka to Los Angeles, 19 days, 
departing 09MAR15.
Copies of the 2014/15 Pacific brochure are 
now available at www.brochurenet.co.nz. 
For more information contact Silversea 
Cruises on 0800 701 427 or visit 
www.silversea.com

http://www.vikingcruises.com.au/oceans/video/index.html#video/viking-star-float-out
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PEARL’S PEARLER
Can you tell me, 

why do psychics have to ask me my name?

LATE BREAK

Knees-up French style at Skal Wellington
On Friday 10JUL, Skål International’s 
Wellington club celebrated Bastille Day 
festivities (slightly early) at the CQ Hotel on 
Cuba St.
With a capacity crowd, which included the 
French Ambassador His Excellency, M. 
Laurent Contini and his wife Lorraine, guests 
were treated to succulent French menu items 
and a great selection of appropriate wines.
And of course, how could one celebrate ‘14 
Juillet’ without entertainment?  Dance troupe, 
Courtney L’Amour performed a snappy 
rendition of the famous cancan.  They are 
pictured here with Skål Wellington immediate 
past president Craig Crestani (Kiwi Karma), 

who declared: “Vive la France! Vive la 
Nouvelle Zélande!”

HoT signs Silver Fern
Silver Fern Maria Tutaia will take up a role as 
ambassador for House of Travel. 
Tutaia is scheduled to bring to life the 
company’s How Kiwis See the World 
campaign through social media and her 
public appearance at events and in point of 
sale materials and promotions.
House of Travel CEO Mark O’Donnell says 
the company is thrilled to have the 83 test 
capped Silver Fern onboard as an ambassador. 
“From a marketing perspective Maria is a 
dream representative for us and epitomises 
the true Kiwi personality; warm, genuine, fun 

and engaging.
“Along with being a 
frequent international 
traveller, Maria is an early 
adopter of travel technology 
and has an ardent social 
media following, which we 
know is a key influence in the travel research 
and decision making process,” he says. 
O’Donnell says the announcement of Tutaia 
as brand ambassador is also in alignment 
with HoT’s sponsorship of the Silver Ferns. 

“Travelport Inspires Me To…” winner
Last week at the Flight Centre Global 
Gathering held in Macau, Travelport named 
Laura Volp, from Flight Centre Head Office
New Zealand, as the lucky winner of the 
‘Travelport Inspires Me To’ photo competition.
Created by Travelport’s Australia-based Flight 
Centre account team, the competition was 
launched in JUL13 and challenged Flight 
Centre Travel Group’s employees around the 
globe to take an inspiring photo of themselves 
with the Travelport logo.
Laura says, “I’m excited to be selected as the 
winner of the competition and can’t wait 
to see the world! I love any opportunity to 
travel, so jumped at the chance to enter this 
fun competition. My entry was inspired by 
yarn bombing and street art around the globe. 
I used approximately 180 nails, 200 metres of 
string, and it took about 8 hours to complete. 
Many thanks to the Travelport team for the 
awesome competition!”

As the winner, Laura will receive two round-
the-world air tickets and dinner at her choice 
of a world-leading restaurant.
More than 140 entries were submitted from 
around Flight Centre agencies around the 
world including Australia, New Zealand, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, India, UAE, Canada, 
US, UK and South Africa.

Ratua’s Amazing Travel Agent Rate Sale
Take advantage of the year-round sunshine in Vanuatu and 
the discounted agent rates now on offer from Ratua Private 
Island.
Located within the pristine archipelago of Vanuatu off the 
southeast tip of Espiritu Santo, Ratua Private Island offers a 
unique and authentic ecoluxury experience and is limited 
to 38 guests at any one time to preserve its natural 
surroundings. 
Ratua is offering travel agents a special A$50pp twin share 
special for travel until 2015 …… but hurry as this offer is 
only on sale for 2 weeks.    
Check out http://www.ptm.net.au/docs/agent%20offer.pdf 
or contact Precise Travel Marketing on info@ptm.net.au


