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Auckland Airport’s 2014 Airline of the Year
Auckland Airport has named China Southern as its 2014 Airline of the Year. 
Judy Nicholl, the airport company’s general manager aeronautical operations, 
says “This award acknowledges the rapid growth in services that China 
Southern Airlines has introduced, increasing from three flights per week 
in April 2011 to 10 flights per week in October 2013 and to the recently 
announced double daily flights during the upcoming peak season.  China 
Southern Airlines was also the first airline to deliver a regular flight service 
with the new Boeing 787 Dreamliner.
“Auckland Airport would like to thank China Southern Airlines for their 
contribution to the New Zealand tourism industry and also to congratulate 
them on a fantastic performance throughout the year.” 
Mike Ma, China Southern’s General Manager New Zealand, says “Our 
Guangzhou to Auckland route only commenced three years ago however the 
speed of the expansion has been very rapid. 
“We believe this route is beneficial for the trade, tourism, cultural exchange 
and political enhancement between New Zealand and China. New Zealand 
is one of the vital markets contributing to our ‘Canton Route’ strategy and we 
are continuously putting our best resources, such as the brand new Boeing 
787 Dreamliner, into the New Zealand market,” he adds.
“Most importantly, we are confident we can continue to improve our 
performance within the New Zealand market due to the tremendous support 
we have received from our strategic partner, Auckland Airport.
“We are thrilled to win this award and appreciate the recognition from 
Auckland Airport.  We also look forward to working with Auckland Airport 
even more closely in the future.”
The other major award was the Aeronautical Service Provider Award which 
recognises the achievements of government agencies and ground handlers, 
all of whom play a critical role in the passenger experience and operational 
success of the airport.
The 2014 award went to the New Zealand Customs Service.
“Auckland Airport would like to congratulate the New Zealand Customs 
Service for an outstanding year and thank them for their essential 
contribution to the successful operation of our airport,” says Ms Nicholl.

http://www.koreanair.com
http://www.convenesouth.co.nz
http://www.innovativetravel.co.nz/current_specials
http://www.koreanair.com
http://www.pacificresort.com/hot-deals-of-the-moment-1
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GoPro captures Shotover action
Shotover Jet is embracing technological 
advances enabling holidaymakers to capture 
their own jet boating experience on camera 
for the first time.
Based on client demand and feedback the 
company now allows hands free cameras on 
the ‘Big Reds’ providing they are securely 
mounted on the front of the users’ head and 
are pre-set before the trip. 
Specialist GoPro forehead mounts are 
available for rent or purchase from the retail 
store or customers can bring their own and 
each mount is checked by a staff member 
before boarding.

Shotover Jet General Manager Clark Scott 
says, “We’ve had a recent and sudden increase 
in people asking to take cameras on board 
so it made sense to give our customers what 
they ask for.
“We anticipate passengers will load their 
videos to the numerous social media 
channels. 
“While we will continue to film trips from the 
front-mounted boat camera and offer people 
comprehensive photo and video packs, 
enabling them to film themselves adds 
something a little different to the trip.” 

Convene South builds on success
Convene South 2014 is set to build on the 
success of last year’s inaugural event, with the 
vast majority of 2013’s exhibitors returning 
and a number of companies displaying their 
products and services there for the first time.
Convene South is aimed at business event 
organisers, including executive secretaries, 
PAs and other administrative professionals
who plan their companies’ meetings, 
functions, conferences and road shows. The 
exhibition also attracts executives from the 
association and not for profit sector who 
organise conferences. Corporate travel agents, 
professional conference and incentive 
organisers, wedding planners and inbound 
tour operators will also attend.
It is being held at the Wigram Air Force 
Museum on 02SEP and showcases venues, 
accommodation, activities, entertainers and 
attractions. 
Convene South event manager Allyssa 
Eastaugh says the strong level of business 
conducted at Convene South 2013 has 
combined with generally positive vibes in the 
Christchurch – Canterbury region this year. 
The result is an expanded show with even 
more opportunities for business.
“New operators this year include Adrenalin 

Forest, Dunedin Art Gallery, Destination 
Kaikoura, Real Journeys, Tekapo Springs and 
Oxbow The Adventure Co, Skydive Wanaka 
and Nelson Venues. We’ll also be joined by 
the Queenstown Convention Bureau for the 
first time,” says Eastaugh.
Christchurch & Canterbury Convention 
Bureau manager Caroline Blanchfield says 
any business administrator or meeting 
organiser with a conference or special event 
coming up should make sure they attend 
Convene South.
“It’s going to be a great opportunity to find 
out more about the range of venues and 
services available in the Canterbury region 
and throughout the South Island for business 
events, and to meet face-to-face with people
in the industry who can help pull off the 
perfect event.
“We want conference decision-makers to see 
just how much we have to offer here. Convene 
South packs it all into one easy day so it’s a 
great way to meet all our operators and find 
out more about the exciting changes taking 
place in Christchurch,” she says.
For more information call Allyssa Eastaugh 
on 09-818 7807 or email allyssa@promag.co.nz 

Whitianga Scallop Festival tickets
The annual Whitianga Scallop Festival takes 
place 06SEP, with 100,000 scallops due to be 
shucked and cooked.  The 50 plus cuisine 
stands have all been booked by a mix of local 
chefs, restaurants and community groups, 
and celebrity chefs include MasterChef judges 
Ray McVinnie and Josh Emett, and food 
writer Julie Biuso.
Tickets are on sale at www.scallopfestival.co.nz and Eventfinder. There are no gate sales. 

Kira Grant ready to capture 
her Shotover Jet ride
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This weekend sees Nelson playing host to three major art-related events:  the Nelson 
Winter Music Festival, Art Expo Nelson and Light Nelson. With 17 days of concerts 
and live music, over 1,000 artworks for sale at the Expo and Light Nelson’s dramatic 
light-based installations transforming the Queen’s Gardens after dark, there is 
plenty to entertain, stimulate and inspire. 
Click here to view the event information. 
Nelson Tasman Tourism has been running a national ad campaign to promote the 
events and also ran a competition to win one of four trips to Nelson for the weekend 
of the festivals. This generated strong traffic to the website and 2,500 entries.  

Wee dram of Central Otago nectar 
Premium whisky in fancy bottles has long 
been a visitor attraction in Scotland, so it’s 
natural to expect that a single-malt from 
a new distillery in the Cardona Valley will 
likely value-add many a Queenstown visit.
The Press reports that permission has been 
given for the building of a whisky distillery 

opposite the entrance to the Cardrona ski 
field. The development will also include a 
perfumery and museum. 
The whisky will be produced in stills from 
the same Scottish coppersmiths who supply 
Glenlivet and Glenfiddich.

Barangaroo progress
Barangaroo, one of Australia’s biggest 
construction sites and Sydney’s largest 
redevelopment project this century, has just 
had an open day.
The public were able to walk through the new 
Headland Park, a 6ha restored naturalistic 
headland, a place for the public to relax by 
the harbour, with a public foreshore walk that 
will continue the length of the site and on to 
Walsh Bay and Darling Harbour.
The 22ha of disused container wharves is 
being transformed over the next 10 to 20 
years to be home to busy public waterfront 
walks and parks, commercial office towers
and apartments, all serviced by new and 
extended transport systems.
When complete, Barangaroo will ensure 
that the Sydney Harbour Circle Walk is a 

foreshore walk in as many places as possible.  
People will be able to enjoy an uninterrupted 
14 km foreshore walk from Woolloomooloo 
to the Anzac Bridge. The circuit of the Circle 
Walk takes in the Sydney Harbour Bridge, 
Darling Harbour, the ANZAC and Iron Cove 
Bridges and Milsons Point. 

Sydney tops T+L list
Sydney has been named the number one city 
in Australia, New Zealand and the South 
Pacific in Travel + Leisure’s 2014 World’s Best 
Awards 2014 in the US, beating nearest rivals 
Melbourne and Queenstown to take out the 
top spot.
In addition, Sydney dominated the City 
Hotels category in the Australia, New Zealand 

and South Pacific region, with the Park Hyatt, 
Intercontinental, Four Seasons Hotel and 
Shangri-La Hotel all named in the top five.
The prestigious World’s Best Awards 2014 are 
voted for by readers of Travel + Leisure and 
reflect the views of experienced visitors who 
travel the world.

http://www.nelsonnz.com/Content/events.html
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Mantra adds two in Brisbane
Mantra Group has added two new properties 
in Brisbane.
The 24-level Observatory Tower, one of 
Brisbane’s landmark buildings, will be 
converted to a full serviced apartment hotel.
Refurbishment of the first 50 apartments will 
be completed by SEP14 when the property 
will rebrand as Mantra on Edward Brisbane – 
the remainder of the 114 apartments will be 
completed by MAR15. 
All apartments in the tower were built with 
residential tenants in mind, so are spacious. 

The two-bedroom apartments are up to 124sq 
m and three-bedroom up to 165sq m.
Mantra has also officially rebranded the 
former Diamant Hotel Brisbane, located on 
Astor Terrace just 1km from Brisbane’s CBD, 
as Mantra Terrace Hotel Brisbane. 
Opening rates at the 84-room property start 
from A$138 per night including a 
complimentary upgrade to a Deluxe Room 
with Wi-Fi included, representing a 20% 
saving.  
Visit www.mantra.com.au/terrace

Recycled pylons for Hunter Valley venue
The new $4 million Hunter Valley Conference
& Events Centre (HVCEC) will open later 
this year with pylons recycled from the 
demolished Sydney Convention & Exhibition 
Centre.

Four of the giant pylons, cut from 20m to 
14m, have been transported to the HVCEC at 
the Crowne Plaza Hunter Valley resort in the 
wine region. 

Win a Sunshine Coast foodie escape 
Visitors to the Sunshine Coast stand (E8) at 
the Auckland Food Show 31JUL-03AUG have 
a chance to win a trip for two to enjoy the 
culinary delights of the Sunshine Coast.
As part of the Sunshine Coast culinary 
tourism group, Sunshine Coast Destination 
Ltd (SCDL) is taking part in the Auckland 
Food Show to introduce Kiwis to food 
experiences unique to the destination, 
including its food trails, top restaurants and 
local farmers markets. 
SCDL is also promoting the annual Noosa 
International Food and Wine Festival, held in 
May, and the Real Food Festival which takes 
place in the Sunshine Coast Hinterland 
13-14SEP14.
CEO of SCDL Simon Ambrose believes the 
Sunshine Coast is well positioned to be a 

market leader in food tourism.
The ultimate Sunshine Coast foodie holiday 
prize includes return flights from Auckland 
for two people, car hire, a cooking class and 
accommodation at Spicers Tamarind Retreat, 
Outrigger Little Hastings Street Resort and 
Spa Noosa and Mirra Chana on the Spit in 
Mooloolaba. 

Best Western adds Kalbarri Edge Resort
Best Western has welcomed the 4-star Best 
Western Plus Kalbarri Edge Resort in 
Western Australia to the group, providing 
a much needed accommodation option for 
tourists travelling between Geraldton, 
Carnarvon and other regional towns along 
WA’s Coral Coast.
The Kalbarri Edge Resort’s 72 rooms range 

from fully self-contained two-bedroom 
serviced apartments to spa suites and deluxe 
studios. Guests can enjoy free Wi-Fi, large 
flat-screen TVs, free Foxtel channels, and a 
kitchenette or kitchen with a microwave in 
each room. 
www.bestwestern.com.au/kalbarriedge.

SOUTH PACIFIC

New Caledonia. All Year!

$750
www.aircalin.com

Return 
ex Auckland
including
taxes/levies

(09) 977 2238

Valid all year! Includes school holidays, Christmas and 
New Year! No closeouts! Refer GDS. Book W class.

FROM 
 NZ

Fiji’s Bula Marau Luxury & Couples Roadshow 
Tourism Fiji is mounting a nationwide 
Roadshow in September, promoting Luxury 
holidays and Couples travel.
The event will be both fun-filled and 
educational, with repesentatives from 15 of 
Fiji’s finest resorts and tourism operations.

The Bula Marau Raodshow is visiting 
Christchurch, Wellington, Napier, Hamilton 
and Auckland and travel agents are urged to 
register with maria@tourismfiji.com.fj with 
full details.
See next page for venues and dates.

http://nz.aircalin.com/billet-noumea.php
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Bula Marau Luxury & Couples Roadshow

Register Now….win your own Luxury Fiji Holiday for Two!

Fiji is renowned for its luxury resorts, products and exclusive destinations.  Come along for 
a fun, entertaining training event and meet key luxury Fijian resorts, products and 

destinations.  Join us along with:

Blue Lagoon Cruises 
Fiji Airways
Jean-Michel Cousteau Resort 
Koro Sun Resort & Rainforest Spa
Likuliku Lagoon Resort 
Matamanoa Island Resort
Namale Resort & Spa

VENUES
Monday 8 September        7.00am – 10.00am Christchurch, Novotel Cathedral Square
Monday 8 September        5.30pm – 9.00pm Wellington, Wharewaka Function Centre
Tuesday 9 September        5.30pm – 9.00pm Hawkes Bay, The Crown Hotel
Wednesday 10 September   5.30pm – 9.00pm Hamilton, Novotel Tainui
Thursday 11 September      5.30pm – 9.00pm Auckland, The Pullman Hotel
  

Register with maria@tourismfiji.com.fj detailing the venue attending, agency name, consultant 
attending, email addresses and any dietary requirements.

Nanuku Resort & Spa
Pacific Island Air
Paradise Taveuni
Qamea Resort & Spa
Royal Davui Island Resort
Tropica Island Resort
Vomo Island Resort
Yasawa Island Resort

Golf stars for Fiji International
Three time Major champion Nick Price is 
headed to Fiji in August to contest the 
inaugural Fiji International. 
Price will add his star power to the field 
which already includes national hero Vijay 
Singh. The Zimbabwean will tee it up at the 

Natadola Bay Championship Golf Course 
from the 14-17AUG. 
“I am looking forward to competing in the 
Fiji International. I hear the Natadola Bay 
course is well designed by Vijay and will 
provide a fitting challenge,” said Price.

Being played for a US$1 million 
prize purse the Fiji 
International will be co-
sanctioned by the PGA Tour 
of Australasia and OneAsia.

Tropica Island Resort, Malolo Island
Tropica Island Resort is an affordable 4 star, adults-only 
boutique resort set in a sheltered bay on Malolo Island in 
The Mamaunucas.  
Specialising in Celebration and Rejuvenation, Tropica is 
ideally suited to honeymooners and couples, blending 
Fijian and contemporary architecture with beautifully 
landscaped open spaces and water features.
Tropica has 16 spacious, air-conditioned Beachfront 
Bures with outdoor river-rock showers, and 14 air-
conditioned Resort Rooms. It boasts a stunning 25m 
infinity pool, romantic sunset beach bar, restaurant and 
spa, and offers guests watersports, cultural activities and 
nightly entertainment.  
Guests can celebrate that special occasion with a 
romantic candle lit dinner, complete with their own per-
sonal serenader and friendly, professional staff to look 
after their every need.  Tropica delivers the chance to 
view a magnificent sunset in a dream location with the 
gentle sound of water lapping, and an experience they’ll 
never forget.
Find out more at Tourism Fiji’s upcoming Bula Marau 
Luxury & Couples Roadshow. 

mailto:maria@tourismfiji.com.fj
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The Brando officially opens
On Tetiaroa’s breathtakingly beautiful private
Society Islands atoll, about 50km north of 
Tahiti, Marlon Brando’s dream has been 
realised. 
Claiming a new world standard in luxury 
eco-resorts, The Brando has officially opened 
on what was once a playground for Tahitian 
royalty and subsequently 
the famed actor’s home. 
The resort was inspired by 
Brando’s vision to create a 
venture of sustainable 
development that 
embraces the Polynesian 
culture, melds into the 
island’s pristine surrounds 
and offers absolute luxury 
and comfort.
The Brando is an all-
inclusive resort of 35 
deluxe villas, each with its 
own private beach, plunge 
pool and view out over
the lagoon.  

Other features include seawater air-
conditioning, renewable energies, an 
Ecostation, organic garden, pearl shop, a 
luxurious Polynesian spa and a restaurant 
operated by Michelin-rated chef Guy Martin.
www.thebrando.com

Qamea Resort & Spa - Jungle Spa
The award winning Jungle Spa at Qamea 
Resort and Spa is a sanctuary where your 
clients can relax in blissful reverie. Perched 
deep in the jungle, it offers the ultimate 
Fijian body therapies and French facial 
therapies featuring 
Guinot products that 
relax, rejuvenate, 
revitalize and renew 
the mind, body and 
soul.
Qamea says its 
contemporary, yet 
authentic Fijian 
approach to spa aims 
to create individual 
‘you time’ through a 
collection of sensory 
experiences.
The Jungle Spa is 
perfectly situated to 

catch the sounds of the ocean or the native 
jungle birds and take in the tranquil views, 
making it the ideal place to unwind.
Find out more at Tourism Fiji’s upcoming 
Bula Marau Luxury & Couples Roadshow. 

All-villa luxury at Nanuku Resort & Spa
Nanuku Resort and Spa is a new all-villa, 
boutique resort with private clubhouse that 
melds contemporary luxury with traditional 
Fijian design. Set in lush tropical gardens on 
the beachfront of pristine Beqa Lagoon, 
Nanuku’s five striking Beachfront Residences 
are steps from the white sand beach. All suites 
and residences offer floor-to-ceiling windows 
and bi-fold doors to catch the breeze, ensuite 
rooms with spa bath, media rooms, expansive 
decks, outdoor living rooms, private 
landscaped gardens, daybeds, and ocean 
views. Nanuku’s Vunikau Residence is 
perched dramatically on a volcanic outcrop 
overlooking the lagoon.
Nanuku’s personal butlers, private nannies 
and tailored experiences – ranging from 

epicurean dining, food and medicine walks 
through to picnics on the resort’s own private 
island – are part and parcel of your clients’ 
Nanuku stay. 
Nearby Pacific Harbour is renowned as the 
‘Adventure Capital of Fiji’, with an array of 
adrenaline activities.
Find out more at Tourism Fiji’s upcoming 
Bula Marau Luxury & Couples Roadshow. 
www.nanukufiji.com



Deluxe waterfront villas added 
at The Havannah, Vanuatu
The Havannah, Vanuatu now offers another 
level of luxury with its two, brand new 
Deluxe Waterfront Villas. Built 12m from one 
another to ensure privacy, the new villas offer 
guests a large deck with wide elevated vistas 
across to the neighbouring islands. 
Contemporary in design, they feature a large 
split-level bedroom/lounge area, with king 
size bed, air-conditioning, flat screen TV, 
Bose iPod sound dock and in-Villa safe.  A 
fully stocked mini bar is available a la carte 
and there are tea & coffee facilities,
The indoor/outdoor bathrooms have a walk-
in shower and a large bath tub set in its own 
garden bathroom pavilion. Outdoors, there is 
a Nakamal (gazebo) with a day bed that 
overlooks the 7m x 4m private, infinity pool 

and a private Dining Nakamal with its own 
BBQ where guests can cook for themselves or 
have a chef prepare a meal. A private sundeck, 
suspended over the beach, has a shower, 
outdoor furnishings and sun loungers.
Catering exclusively for adults, The Havannah, 
Vanuatu is located 30mins drive from Port 
Vila at Samoa Point in an unrivalled 
beachfront location. www.thehavannah.com

Port Vila’s refurbished Grand Hotel & Casino 

Momi Bay Marriott progress
Fiji National Provident Fund chief executive
officer Aisake Taito says civil marine work 
and mock up rooms for the Fiji Marriot 
Resort at Momi Bay, Sigatoka, have been 
successfully completed.
FNPF has signed an agreement with Marriott 
International to manage the 250-key property, 

The Grand Hotel and Casino Vanuatu has 
completed its refurbishment program, with 
the hotel unveiling revitalised restaurant, 
pool, lobby and conference facilities.
All 74 rooms and suites offer marble 
bathrooms, free Wi-Fi and impressive 
harbour views from floor-to-ceiling windows 

and private balconies, and guests can enjoy 
24-hour room service.
General Manager Carey Norton says “We 
have focused heavily on developing our pool 
area into a genuine relaxation zone. 
“Adding bean bags, bar chairs and café seating 
has meant that we are able to cater for those 

guests who wish to sun bathe and 
those wanting to enjoy a cold 
drink and easy meal while taking 
in the sensational harbour vista.”
Grand Hotel and Casino also 
features free Wi-Fi throughout
all public areas, and has an 
Arom’essence Day Spa, 
harbourside dining at up-market 
Crystals Restaurant and the 
Cabana Pool Bar.

which is scheduled to open in 2016.
Mr Taito told the Fiji Times Online that the 
project was a critical part of the fund’s 
investment rehabilitation and reform 
program, with the objective to recover 
members’ funds invested in the hotel project.

ASIA
Bali visa price increase
Balinese DMC Pearl Tours advises that the 
Indonesian Immigration authorities have 

increased the fee for a Visa on Arrival from 
US$25 to US$35 with immediate effect.

Vietnamese Martial Arts Festival
Exotic Holidays advises that Vietnam’s central 
province of Binh Dinh is hosting 30 countries 
and territories for the fifth International 
Vietnamese Martial Arts Festival 01-04AUG.  
As well as martial arts competitions and 
demonstrations, the festival will include a 

beauty contest, street carnival and a diverse 
range of traditional dance and musical 
performances.
To find out more, contact info@exotic.net.nz  
or phone 0508 EXOTIC (0508 396 842). 

New attractions for Thailand
Thailand’s Cartoon Network Amazone water 
park, 15 minutes from Pattaya, and Bangkok’s 
new Siam Square One shopping mall are 
Thailand’s newest attractions.
Cartoon Network Amazone character-
themed water park is set to soft-open on 
31JUL at Bang Saray on Thailand’s east coast 
near Pattaya. The park is modelled after the 
Amazon rainforest and features Cartoon 
Network television shows and characters like 
The Powerpuff Girls, Ben 10, Johnny Bravo, 
The Amazing World of Gumball and more.
It has nine entertainment zones in all, each 
based on different characters. Six will be 
completed and operational on opening day. 
The park features high-speed water slides, 

wave pools and Asia’s largest aqua playground, 
Cartoonival, which features over 150 
interactive elements specially designed for 
children.
Bangkok’s newly-opened Siam Square One is 
a six-story mall opposite Siam Paragon and 
specializes in trendy fashion, lifestyle, and 
digital technology. The mall has also reserved 
extensive space for restaurant and cafes on its 
upper floors.
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Level 10, 120 Albert Street, Auckland
Phone: (64)9 969 7610 | Fax: (64) 9 969 7474

www.macautourism.gov.mo

Level 11, 99 Bathurst Street
Sydney NSW 2000
T: (02) 9264 1488

Level 11, 99 Bathurst Street
Sydney NSW 2000
T: (02) 9264 1488

Experience the Magic of Macau when cruising through  
Hong Kong. Jump online and download your  

“Experience Macau” app - FREEA different experience    
is waiting, only an hour from 

Hong Kong

MACAU ... 

Industry offer at Le Meridien Phuket Beach
Le Meridien Phuket Beach has a ‘Stay + Play’ deal from THB2600 nett, available for 
travel + airline industry associates.
That rate includes daily breakfast for two; 25% off food + drinks prices; 40% off on 
le spa treatments; free in-room internet; and kids eat free for dinner and breakfast.
Click here for the flyer.

Amazing new hotel for Mandalay
Exotic Holidays says Myanmar has an
‘amazing’ new hotel. The Hotel Amazing 
Mandalay is part of the Amazing Hotel chain 
and is around 45 minutes’ drive from the 
airport and amazingly located opposite the 
Mandalay Railway Station, around 15
minutes’ walk from the Royal Palace and 
main market.

Special features of this boutique 16-room 
hotel are en suite bathrooms with waterfall 
showers, a restaurant specialising in Asian 
and Western food with indoor and outdoor 
dining options, and all the usual amenities 
combined with an authentic Myanmar décor.
Email info@exotic.net.nz  or phone 0508 
EXOTIC (0508 396 842).

Elephants in Myanmar
Exotic Holidays’ wildlife experiences 
throughout Asia now include Myanmar.
Most travellers to this part of the world are 
keen to include an elephant encounter in 
their itinerary where they can interact with 
the animals in a natural environment. Exotic 
Holidays has such an opportunity involving 
the Elephant Camp near Kalaw in the Shan 
State in the north east of Myanmar.
Originally a British colonial hill station town, 
Kalaw is known for its temperate climate 
and lush scenery.  Created as a sanctuary for 
retired domesticated elephants, the Elephant 

Emirates A380s double daily to Mauritius

Park provides a livelihood for the local 
villagers.  It has also resulted in a natural 
habitat for local flora including orchids, and is 
also a refuge for birds and butterflies.  
Clients can choose a guided trek of between 
30 minutes and four hours, where they can 
encounter elephants and their mahouts.  After 
a lunch of local delicacies, they are able to 
observe or participate in the washing and 
feeding of the elephants.
Call 0508 EXOTIC (0508 396 842) or email 
info@exoticholidays.co.nz

Emirates is to step up its service from 
Dubai to Mauritius with a double daily 
A380 from December.
The second A380 increases Emirates’ 
capacity on the route by 165 passengers 
each day.
The flights provide connections to and 
from all four daily Emirates’ flights 
serving New Zealand. 

http://en.macautourism.gov.mo/index.php 
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=1515
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LAX -  3 weekly direct flights, from $1299 CLICK HERE 
FOR MORE DETAILS

Sunwing’s ‘Happy Baby Studios’ 
Two resorts in Phuket make it possible for 
parents to travel with babies and stay 
completely worry-free throughout the entire 
length of their holiday. These two resorts are 
‘Sunwing Resort – Kamala Beach’ and 
‘Sunwing Resort & Spa Bangtao’.
The Sunwing Happy Baby studios are, as the 
name suggests, studios that are specially 
designed for families with babies. The rooms 

offers the perfect setting for a relaxing family 
getaway and so does Kamala Beach in 
Kamala, an idyllic fishing village set on the 
west side of Phuket Island.
In addition to ‘Happy Baby Studios’ 
accommodation includes a range of different 
options catering for families of all sizes from 
studios, royal pool access studios to ‘family 
suites’, which is a ‘family-friendly’ 

are always at 
ground level with 
an enclosed 
terrace and a
gate that can be 
locked. 
Additional 
amenities include 
a baby cot, 
baby high chair, 
stroller, nursing 
mat, baby resting
chair, baby sitter, 
children’s 
crockery and 
cutlery, baby 
bathtub, non-
slipper bath 
mat, stool in 
bathroom, plastic 
potty, safety 
drawer locks 
and sunbeds and 
parasol at the 
gated garden terrace. 
But the rooms don’t just impress with security 
but also with their spacious size of 44sqm. 
Each room of both resorts accommodates at 
least 2 adults and 2 children. 
Both are located on two of Phuket’s most 
picturesque bays. The quiet Bangtao Beach 

interconnecting
room that is 
solely connected 
to the parents’ 
room thus making 
sure that the kids 
can’t sneak out of 
the room
uncontrolled. 
The Sunwing 
Resorts offer 
fun for kids and 
parents. While 
the kids can 
spend time at the 
daily scheduled 
activities – 
treasure hunts, 
face painting, 
magic shows, 
swimming pools 
to name only a 
few – the parents 
can visit an 

evening show, relax at the swim-up pool bar 
or enjoy an outdoor massage. 
Sunwing Resort – Kamala Beach is located 
only a few steps away from Fantasea, Phuket’s 
ultimate theme park presenting cultural 
shows every day.

THE AMERICAS
Air Tahiti Nui LAX fares extended
Air Tahiti Nui has extended the sales period 
on its current special airfare from NZ to Los 
Angeles to  Monday 14JUL14 and the travel 

period now until 31MAY15. 
Click here for the details. Your GDS has been 
updated.

Contiki 2015-2016 USA & Canada brochure

Galapagos Islands on Sale
View the fearless creatures that roam the 
remarkable Galapagos Islands with Adventure

Contiki’s new 2015-2016 USA and Canada 
brochure includes 22 itineraries that are 
matched by 32 years of experience in North 
America.
New to the line up for 2015 is the 55-day Epic 
Adventure, the ultimate road trip that takes 
young travellers through 36 states and two 
Canadian provinces. The trip is packed with 
inclusions as travellers live it up Vegas style in 
a champagne limo ride, fill up on traditional 
Chicago deep dish pizza, pay tribute to guitar 
heroes at the Rock ‘n’ Roll Hall of Fame, and 
much more.
“Contiki’s continued success in these markets
comes down to our incredible value and 
service offering,” says Tony Laskey, Regional 
Director (Sales & Marketing for Asia and 
NZ).

“We provide a solid tour manager & driver 
team who all call North America home, 
with full service coaches and an unmatched 
number of 
inclusions.” 
For more 
information 
and early 
booking 
deals call 
0800 
CONTIKI, 
talk to your 
Contiki 
sales rep or 
view the 
brochure 
online here.

World’s popular 5-day Galapagos Grand 
Odyssey small ship cruise, now priced from 
$4,029pp twin share [saving $4,029pp]. 
On sale until 31AUG14, this journey includes 
four nights’ accommodation in a twin 
Galapagos Suite, all shores excursions with 
English speaking guides, all meals and 
beverages on board and use of snorkelling 
equipment. 
Click here for details and call Adventure 
World on 0508 496 753. 

http://www.airtahitinui.co.nz 
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=1514
downloads.contiki.com/ebrochures/ebrochure_usca_1416_nzd.pdf
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/south-america/latin-america/galapagos-islands/tours/my-galapagos-grand-odyssey/
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USA/C deals with DriveAway Holidays
There’s no more diverse scenery to explore on 
a road trip than that of North America, and 
to encourage your clients to get behind the 
wheel and out on the road, DriveAway 
Holidays has announced deals for those 
committing by 31AUG14: 
>> Car hire in California starts from $43 per 
day, collecting from 17AUG-17DEC14 with 
free 2nd driver, and in Vancouver from $53 
per day for collections between 01SEP and 
18DEC14. 
>> Your clients can get off the beaten track 
and save up to 50% off with new supplier 
Fraserway motorhome rentals, starting from 
$93 per day for the C-Small model, collecting 
from Calgary from 21SEP for a minimum of 
7 nights.* 
DriveAway Holidays has put together some 
driving itineraries to get the most out of a 
road trip. Canada’s Top Drives include the 

Demsper Highway, Golden Circle, Icefields 
National Park, Sea to Sky Highway, Toronto 
to Niagara Falls, The Cowboy Train and the 
Rockies Wildlife Drive. 
Find out more at www.driveaway.co.nz/top-
drives/top-canada-drives. 
For road tripping the USA, check out Drive-
Away’s Top 10 Drives which include the 
legendary Route 66, Pacific Coast Highway, 
Napa Valley, Blue Ridge Parkway, Califor-
nia Nature Trail, New England Fall Foliage, 
Florida’s Overseas Highway, The Hawaiian 
Belt, Seward Highway and Going the Sun 
Road. Read more at www.driveaway.co.nz/
top-drives/top-drives-usa. 
Visit www.driveaway.co.nz and call 0800 885 
590 before 31AUG. 
*Prices are subject to change and currency 
fluctuations without notice.

MIDDLE EAST / AFRICA

Enormous mall planned for Dubai
An ambitious “Mall of the World” project 
boasting of the world’s first temperature-
controlled pedestrian city was unveiled in the 
UAE on Saturday.
The project will be developed by Dubai 
Holdings and would be located along Sheikh 
Zayed Road in Dubai.
Within its 48 million square foot area, the 

complex will house the largest shopping 
mall in the world with a retail street network 
spread over 8 million sq ft plus a 3 million sq 
ft wellness district catering to medical 
tourists.
A wide range of hospitality options 
comprising 20,000 hotel rooms catering to all 
types of tourists is also part of the plan.

Experience Botswana, South Africa and Zambia
Your clients can take in the excitement of 
Big 5 game viewing in South Africa’s Kruger 
National Park and cross the fringes of the dry 
and desolate Kalahari into Botswana on 
Adventure World’s 7-day Africa Insight 
overland safari trip, now priced from $759pp 
[saving $135pp]. 
They’ll enjoy relaxing sundowners on a boat 
cruise while watching wildlife activity on the 
Chobe River; relax or go wild with all the 
adrenaline activities on offer in Livingstone, 

Zambia; and 
marvel at the 
thunderous 
Victoria Falls.
On sale until 
31AUG14. 
Click here 
for details and 
inclusions, 
and call 0508 
496 753.

www.driveaway.co.nz/top-drives/top-drives-usa
www.driveaway.co.nz/top-drives/top-drives-usa
www.driveaway.co.nz/top-drives/top-canada-drives
http://www.delta.com/traveling_checkin/inflight_services/economy_class/economy_comfort.jsp
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/africa/southern-africa/south-africa/tours/african-insight-northbound/
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Shannon to Edinburgh from NZD122 OW

Butterfly Garden for Dubai
Dubai’s Miracle Garden is to open the 
emirate’s first Butterfly Garden next month, 
providing another ‘miracle in the desert’ for 
Dubai-bound clients.  Exotic Holidays, who 
can organise an excursion to the new 
attraction, says it covers an area of 4,000sqm, 
with nine different coloured domes housing 
24 types of butterfly imported from several 

countries.
Combined with the 45 million flowers at the 
Garden and a butterfly museum, this will be a 
colourful must-see for families, garden 
lovers and butterfly enthusiasts.  
Contact info@exotic.net.nz  or phone 0508 
EXOTIC (0508 396 842).

EUROPE
Cash not acceptable to London buses
Cash can no longer be used on any of 
London’s buses in a move that Transport for 
London (TfL) says will save £24m a year.
According to the BBC, passengers will need a 
prepaid or concessionary ticket, Oyster card 
or a contactless payment card to travel.
TfL said only 0.7% of all bus journeys were 

paid for with cash and that tourists were 
unlikely to be affected.
The operator said its research showed the 
move, which came into force at 04:30 BST, 
was unlikely to affect tourists “as the vast 
majority use a prepaid ticket, such as a Visitor 
Oyster, to get around the capital”.

7-day Loire Gastronomic cycling holiday
If your clients are inspired by the challenges 
and tests of the Tour de France journey then 
sell them on the idea of touring some of 
France on a Headwater 7-day Loire 
Gastronomic cycling holiday. 
Priced from $3035pp twin share, this 
unhurried itinerary follows a triangular route 
through the heart of the Loire Valley. En-route 
highlights include the majestic châteaux of 
Blois and Amboise, and the rich Renaissance 
splendour of Chenonceau. Your clients will 
discover many hidden delights too as they 
pedal gently along pretty riverbanks and out 
through open countryside.
Price includes six nights’ hotel-to-hotel 
accommodation, continental breakfast and 
gastronomic evening meals, wine service, 
Headwater route notes and maps and high-

quality bikes. 
Click here for details and call 0508 496 753.

Hotel Moskva reborn
The landmark Hotel Moscow, just steps from 
Red Square, the colourful onion domes of 
St. Basil’s Cathedral, the Bolshoi Theatre, the 
GUM shopping complex, and much more, 
has had a makeover.
It will reopen on 30OCT as the Four Seasons 
Hotel Moscow offering the Russian capital’s 
finest accommodation, first class dining and a 
destination spa.
Originally built in the 1930s with Stalin’s 
approval, Hotel Moskva was an unofficial 
home base for the Soviet Union’s political and 
cultural power players and also hosted a star-
studded cast of international guests. Its facade 
is immortalised on the label of the famous 
Stolichnaya vodka.

Many of its 180 rooms and suites boast 
postcard views and step-out balconies, and 
all are spacious, ranging from 48sq m for a 
Deluxe Room to 520sq m for the Pozharsky 
Royal Suite.
Luxuries include in-room Nespresso 
machines, HD TVs that swivel to show a 
mirror on the opposite side when not in use, 
iHome docking stations, media hub with 
international socket options, high speed 
internet access, and an iPad in each room. 
Marble bathrooms include separate 
showers, and guests are pampered with twice 
daily housekeeping, overnight shoeshine and 
laundry, and 24-hour in-room from the Four 
Seasons 15-Minute Room Service menu. 

New passport guidance for visitors to Turkey
TravelWeekly UK reports that the Turkish Ministry for Culture and Tourism has 
announced that from 01JAN15 visitors’ passports must be valid for at least 60 
days from the date of expiry of their visa, visa exemption period or residency 
permit to be able to enter the country. For example, a traveller with a visa expiry 
date of 20MAY15 must hold a passport that is valid until at least 20JUL15.
Travellers without the required period of validity on passports will not be allowed 
entry into Turkey. 

http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/europe/western-europe/france/tours/loire-gastronomic-cycling/


LONDON DAILY VIA HONG KONG Great service. Great people. Great fares. CLICK HERE

AVIATION

TravelMemo   20140708   08JUL14    Page 12

TOUR PRODUCT

World’s Biggest YouTube RoadTrip back
Contiki’s annual RoadTrip is back and 
bringing the world’s biggest YouTubers, 
including New Zealand’s own Shaaanxo, to 
the European Riviera 24JUL-04AUG for an 
epic online adventure.
Hugely successful online travel series, The 
RoadTrip (contiki.com/roadtrip), is back for 
its third consecutive year. It allows fans to 
follow along online as their favourite You-
Tubers experience why Europe is such a hot 
destination for young travellers, taking part in 
fun challenges along the way. 
The RoadTrip 2014 heads out on Contiki’s 
Mediterranean Highlights itinerary, starting
in Barcelona and heading through the 

European Riviera (Nice, Florence and Rome), 
before finishing with a massive fan gathering 
in London on 03AUG. 
This year’s line-up of content creators features 
an impressive group from around the world 
with a combined 13 million+ subscribers. 
Viewers can expect to see returning favourites
like Jesse and Jeana from BF vs. GF and Alli 
Speed, as well as a bunch of newcomers 
including:
Lilly Singh (iiSuperwomanii), Canada
Joey Graceffa, USA
Shannon Harris (Shaaanxo), New Zealand
Kalel & Anthony (Watch Us Live & Stuff) USA
Justin James Hughes, USA

Air New Zealand 787-9 off to Farnborough 
An Air New Zealand Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner 
aircraft will participate in the Farnborough 
International Airshow in the UK next week.
Air New Zealand is the launch customer 
for the 787-9 and has 10 on order, with the 
first due to land at Auckland on Friday. The 
aircraft flying to Farnborough will be the fifth 
delivered to the airline.

The 787-9 will be on static and flying display 
at the airshow 14-18JUL.

Smartphones, laptops attract security scrutiny
Airlines with direct flights to the US have 
been told to tighten their screening of mobile 
phones.
According to US intelligence sources, 
undetectable explosive devices are most likely 
to be hidden in smartphones, including Apple 
iPhones and Samsung Galaxy phones. The 
bombs could also be surgically implanted 
into an insurgent’s body or be embedded in 
clothes fibres.
Sky News reports: “They also are concerned 
that hard-to-detect bombs could be built into 

shoes.”
As part of the increased scrutiny at certain 
airports, security agents may ask travellers to 
turn on their electronic devices, including
laptops, at checkpoints and if they do not 
have power, the devices will not be allowed 
on planes, according to the US Transportation 
Security Administration.
The NZ Herald reports that New Zealand 
airlines have not been asked to implement 
the measure, an Aviation Security Services 
spokesman has confirmed.

Cebu Pacific awaits NZ ops decision
The Philippine Daily Enquirer quotes a 
government official as saying that the 
Philippines Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) is 
set to decide next month on seat allocations 
to New Zealand being sought by budget 
carrier Cebu Pacific Air.
CAB executive director Carmelo Arcilla told 
the paper in a text message the matter would 
be taken up in their next board meeting in 
August. 

Cebu Pacific, which has been ramping up 
its long-haul operations, wants to fly daily 
to New Zealand, Its general manager for the 
long haul division Alex Reyes said in a text 
message last week, “Yes, we have aircraft with 
the range for a direct service to New Zealand. 
The market is attractive because of the 
growing Filipino community in New 
Zealand. We look forward to stimulating 
tourist traffic between our two countries.” 

Switch to flight mode
From next week Air New Zealand will allow
 its passengers to use handheld portable 
electronic devices during all phases of flight 
provided the PDAs are switched to non-
transmitting flight mode.
It means an end to the annoying wait during 
the ‘seatbelt on’ phase of flight departures and 

arrivals. 
The new freedom to use the devices extends 
across the airline’s A320 and Boeing 787-9, 
777-200 and 777-300 aircraft, with plans to 
include regional turbo prop and Boeing 767-
300 fleets following Civil Aviation Authority 
approval.

The CEOs of Air New Zealand, Etihad Airways and Singapore Airlines 
have formally joined the board of Virgin Australia.
The appointments of Christopher Luxon, James Hogan and Goh Choon 
Phong are effective immediately, and reflect the shareholdings each of 
these airlines have in Virgin Australia.

http://www.cxagents.com
http://www.contiki.com/roadtrip
https://www.youtube.com/user/BFvsGF
https://www.youtube.com/user/Alli
https://www.youtube.com/user/Alli
https://www.youtube.com/user/IISuperwomanII
https://www.youtube.com/user/JoeyGraceffa
https://www.youtube.com/user/shaaanxo
https://www.youtube.com/user/WatchUsLiveAndStuff
https://www.youtube.com/user/JustinJamesHughes
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Big spend on LAX runway-buffer zones
In a project designed to bring Los Angeles 
International Airport into compliance with 
US federal safety standards, officials will 
spend about US$200 million to expand and 
refurbish runway-buffer zones.
The plan calls for enhancing safety areas at 
the ends and sides of all four runways serving 
the third-busiest airport in the US. The flat, 
graded expanses provide aircraft with a 

critical buffer should they undershoot, 
overrun or veer off a runway.
Twenty-year-old federal rules require 
commercial airports to have safety areas 
measuring 500 feet by 1,000 feet at the ends of 
runways. LAX has one runway that does not 
meet that standard, while the other runways’ 
safety zones require renovation.
The project is scheduled to begin next March.

MAS Exit Row seat purchase 
Malaysia Airlines reminds agents that exit 
row seating on its domestic and international 
flights may be pre-purchased.

Click here to download details of the 
procedures.

Transatlantic LCC flights begin
Norwegian Air Shuttle has begun flying to 
New York JFK from London Gatwick airport, 
aiming to become Europe’s first viable low-
cost long-haul operator. 
Bloomberg reports that the airline will fly to 
New York three times a week with one-way 
fares starting at UKP149 and initial flights are 
almost fully-booked, with strong U.S. 
demand, according to the airline’s CEO.
Norwegian Air is leveraging the lower 
operating costs of the B787 Dreamliner as it 
bids to turn a profit on trans-Atlantic trips. 
The company has faced resistance from U.S. 

pilots and airlines.
Norwegian Air is embarking on one of the 
industry’s most ambitious growth plans as it 
rolls out long-haul flights while swelling its 
European fleet with 222 mainly re-engined 
Boeing 737s and Airbus  A320s arriving from 
2016. 
The Scandinavian carrier will have 17 
Dreamliners by 2018, comprising eight 
787-8s seating 259 people in coach and 32 
in premium economy, together with nine 
longer-range 787-9s that can carry 20% more 
passengers. 

Boeing plans (and planes) derailed

Pic | Komomo News

The Wall Street Journal reports that Boeing’s 
just-in-time component deliveries of aircraft 
components were disrupted late last week 
when a train derailed in Montana en route to 
the plane maker’s plants in Washington state.
The 19-car train, which derailed near Rivulet, 
Mont., was carrying components including 

complete fuselages of six 737s, fuselage panels 
for a long-range 777, and wing parts for a 747.
Most of those pieces are manufactured by 
Spirit AeroSystems Inc in Wichita, Kansas, 
where the shipment originated, and were 
destined for Boeing’s Renton and Everett final 
assembly lines.

TAP contracts out some flights
World Aviation Systems reports that urgent 
operational changes are underway for July 
travel on TAP Portugal due to the late 
delivery of their new aircraft from the 
manufacturers.
Flight equipment changes are in place but 
it is important that all efforts are made to 
notify any passengers if their operating airline 
changes on their booking.
TAP has had to contract out operations to 
some European destinations to other carriers 
this month, and to some long-haul destinations 
in the second half of the year.
The following airlines have been contracted to 
carry TP pax using their own planes/crew.

Syphax - medium-haul, 01-31JUL.
Calima Aviacion - medium-haul, 01-31JUL.
Helitt Líneas Aéreas - short haul, 01-07JUL.
Windrose - longhaul, 01-31JUL.
Those passengers who do not wish to make 
use of the alternative operating carrier are 
allowed to change their flight dates with no 
additional cost or can be 100% reimbursed 
for their TP flight. 
Agents are urged to note this information in 
case they receive any queries from passengers 
with amended PNRs, although WAS says the 
impact for New Zealand-originating 
bookings is minimal.

British designer Vivienne Westwood 
has officially unveiled her “red hot” 
uniform collection for Virgin Atlantic 
at a red carpet affair that also
featured Blondie’s Debbie Harry and 
Sir Richard Branson.
With sustainability in mind, the 
polyester yarn is made from 
recycled plastic bottles with a nano 
finish to extend the garments’ life 
and retain colour.
Staff will start wearing the new 
threads from 01SEP.

http://www.lufthansaexperts.com
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=1513
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BOOK A VIKING RIVER CRUISE  

FOR 2015 AND ADD ECONOMY 

RETURN AIRFARE TO EUROPE

$995*pp
Incl. all taxes

+ SAVE $300* PER PERSON  

EARLY BOOKING DISCOUNT

Save $500*
pp 

EARLY BOOKING  
DISCOUNT 

(JUST 2015 CRUISE, NO AIRFARE)

or

CLICK FOR MORE INFORMATION

MAS privatisation talk
Reuters, in an exclusive report, says Malaysian
state investor Khazanah Nasional Bhd plans 
to take Malaysian Airline System private as 
the first step in a major restructuring of the 
loss-making airline, quoting two people with 
direct knowledge of the matter.
A de-listing would pave the way for Khazanah 
to revive the ailing carrier, possibly by selling 
off its profitable engineering, airport services 
or budget airline units, trimming its bloated 
payroll and installing a new management 
team.
The restructuring and potential sale of MAS 
is politically fraught due to heavy opposition 
to job losses from its powerful labour union, 
which has hampered previous revival plans, 
and its status as Malaysia’s national flag-

carrier.
Khazanah’s board, chaired by Prime Minister 
Najib Razak, is expected to meet at the end 
of this month to discuss the plan, one of the 
people said, adding that an announcement 
would be made by the end of this year.
Taking MAS private could enable Khazanah 
to restructure it with little interference from 
shareholders and the powerful airline union, 
analysts say.
The state fund tried to cut its stake in the 
airline in 2012 in a share swap deal with 
AirAsia, but the main union - Malaysia 
Airline System Employees Union - 
successfully blocked a move that would have 
brought in a profitable airline with experience 
of competing aggressively. 

Etihad Airways has signed a three-year partnership deal which will see it become 
the first ever official airline partner of the England Cricket Teams.
In other sponsorship moves, Etihad is the new principal partner of Melbourne 
City Football Club. 
The five-year deal and new team kit were unveiled yesterday at the football club’s 
AAMI Park home stadium.

Air France tests Touch&Pass NFC
Air France, Orange, SITA, Toulouse-Blagnac 
Airport and RESA have joined forces to 
provide the first seamless boarding experience
in Europe with Near Field Communications 
(NFC) technology. Over the next six months, 
the Touch&Pass app will allow a panel of 
passengers travelling on Air France flights 
from Toulouse-Blagnac to Paris-Orly to use 
their Orange NFC-based smartphones to 
quickly and conveniently move through the 
airport—from the airport entrance until they 
board their plane.
The technology will enable passengers to 
automatically receive their NFC boarding 

pass on their smartphones using their usual 
check-in method. By simply tapping their 
mobile on dedicated readers in the airport, 
they will then be able to quickly and easily
pass through the different steps of their 
journey, including priority lanes for security 
control, lounge access and boarding.
The boarding pass will be read automatically, 
even if the phone is locked, or the battery is 
dead. By leveraging the technical specification
developed by SITA, the RESA reader can 
retrieve the correct boarding pass, even if 
there are multiple boarding passes present on 
the phone. 

Peter FitzSimons on Kokoda 
cruise ex Cairns
North Star Cruises has announced that 
Australian rugby columnist, author and war 
historian Peter FitzSimons will be a special 
guest when the New Adventures in Paradise 
cruise itinerary departs Cairns on 03DEC. 
Peter is a widely-respected war historian and 
will bring fascinating in-sight to North Star’s 
most-refined PNG itinerary which includes a 
heli-flight to the Kokoda Track Memorial at 
Isurava. 
The itinerary commences with a charter flight 
to Kavieng where guests will join the mv True 
North. The 10-night South Pacific adventure 
features a visit to Rabaul – once described 
as the most beautiful harbour in the South 
Pacific; an introduction to the uninhabited 
Lusancay Islands; an opportunity to be part 
of the Kokoda visit; and time spent in the 
spectacular and rarely visited Louisiade 
Archipelago. 
Every day of the itinerary is packed with 
activities such as village visits, natural his-
tory, fishing, snorkelling, diving and of course 
signature helicopter flights over smouldering 
volcanoes and breathtaking jungle. 

A

* AUD

http://www.vikingrivercruises.com.au/why-viking/viking-advantages/air-offers-europe.html


 

Tel: 0800 422 784
or 09-444-2298
CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITE

TravelMemo   20140708   08JUL14    Page 15

Cruise through the Mediterranean, 
Greek Islands, Turkey & Black Sea, Italy 
and Northern Europe in Windstar style

Windstar Cruises pricing includes an exclusive Private Event on all 
2015 voyages; non-alcoholic beverages, including specialty tea 
and coffee; all meals; an onboard BBQ; onboard entertainment; 

24-hour room service; beautifully appointed oceanview staterooms 
with flat screen TV and DVD player, fresh flowers and fruit, and 

plush bathrobes and slippers.  The ships have a Watersports 
Platform, and use of all watersports equipment is included. 

Click here to download the 2015 flyer

Wind Spirit - Dreams of Tahiti
Francis Travel Marketing has released a 
flights, cruise & accommodation package 
departing next month for a 7-night cruise 
around The Islands of Tahiti on the glamorous
Wind Spirit.
The package, priced from $4499pp share twin, 
includes return economy class airfares from 
Auckland to Papeete flying Air Tahiti Nui^; 
private transfers from airport to hotel to yacht 
and return; a one-night pre & post cruise 
hotel stay at the Radisson Plaza Resort, 
including one full American buffet breakfast^.
The 7-night yacht cruise from Papeete return 
onboard Wind Spirit includes all main meals 
and entertainment onboard; Port charges, 
government fees & taxes.
Among the many highlights are a chance to 
luxuriate in four overnights, each in a unique 
island paradise; a private beach gala event 
in Bora Bora, complete with Tahitian buffet 
and fire dancers; try drift snorkelling among 
coral gardens; sail, swim, and kayak from 
the yacht’s Watersports Platform; celebrate 
at festive beach party and fun-filled onboard 
barbecue; and delight to local entertainment 

onboard and learn the tamure and other 
dances.
Click here for the flyer and for additional 
information, contact the team at Francis 
Travel Marketing on 09 4442298 or 
reservations@francistravelmarketing.co.nz
^Business Class upgrades and additional 
night rates available on request 
*Price is per person, in NZ Dollars, share twin. 
Valid for new bookings, cash and cheque payments 
only. Subject to availability. Airfares are ex Auck-
land to Papeete return only on Tahiti Nui, subject to 
availability. Airfare taxes are included and subject 
to change. Special airline conditions apply. Cruise 
based on category B ocean view cabin including port 
taxes & government fees and all applicable discounts 
(correct as at 1/07/2014). All fares and taxes are 
subject to change and currency fluctuations without 
notice up until full payment is received. Gratuities 
are additional. Accommodation based on Deluxe 
oceanview room inclusive of government tax, city tax 
and resort fee. Subject to special events and blackout 
dates. Sales to 08/08/2014 or until sold out. Agents 
Only: Agents to book airfares on TN in Q Class. Air-
fares are non-refundable and non-transferrable. Full 
payment due 100 days prior to departure. PNR to be 
sent to Francis Travel Marketing to ensure ticketing 
time-limits.

MSC Cruise pax help 
UNICEF work
MSC Cruises has donated €3 million
to UNICEF, the United Nations 
agency that fights for the rights of 
children around the world, during a 
recent handover ceremony at MSC 
Cruises’ Geneva headquarters. 
MSC Cruises and UNICEF joined 
forces in 2009, under the ‘Get on 
Board for Children’ initiative, which 
encourages guests on board the 12 
MSC Cruises ships to make a 
contribution to UNICEF.
In January of this year, MSC Cruises 
and UNICEF started a new life-
saving partnership to provide 
assistance to malnourished children 
by delivering Ready-to-Use 
Therapeutic Food to treat severe 
malnutrition in developing countries 
and in countries affected by crisis 
situations.

http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://www.promail.co.nz/link.php?M=809662&N=5248&L=6911&F=H
www.promail.co.nz/link.php?M=809662&N=5248&L=6910&F=H
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Unbeatable saving for Solo Travellers on Russian River Cruise
Russia & Eastern Europe Specialists, The 
Innovative Travel Co in conjunction with 
Russian Travel Centre advise a 42% saving 
is currently available to Solo Travellers on 
the 11-day St Petersburg to Moscow journey 

on MS Russ 16MAY & 29AUG15 sailings.  
Sole use of a twin share cabin is priced at 
AUD1890pp (normal price is AUD3231pp) 
when you book and pay by 31JUL.  Contact 
0508 100 111 or info@innovative-travel.com 

Scenic Gem has unique design
Seatrade Insider reports that Scenic Tours has 
just taken delivery of its 110m river cruise 
vessel Scenic Gem, which it will deploy on the 
Seine down to Honfleur on the estuary 
opposite Le Havre.
The 65-cabin vessel was built specifically for 
the river and its design meets a different set 
of stricter rules than those applying to ‘inland 
waters only’ vessels. The construction called 
for additional structural strength, freeboard, 
watertight integrity, damage stability, life-

saving equipment and facilities. In meeting 
those rules and regulations, the vessel is also 
suitable for most other European rivers, 
canals and lakes.
Scenic Gem has a 2½-deck design with a 
reduced ‘half-deck’ height at the forward part 
of the top deck, allowing all deck equipment, 
furniture and the wheelhouse to remain in 
place when the ship passes under low areas. 
The reduced air draught is achieved by means 
of water ballast and hinged masts.

Silversea unveils World Cruise 2016
Silversea Cruises has announced its World 
Cruise 2016, a 115-day sailing from Fort 
Lauderdale to Venice, departing 05JAN16. 
The all-suite Silver Whisper will visit 51 
destinations in 31 countries across six 
continents, enjoying 13 multi-day port calls 
along the way, plus many late-night departures. 
The “Venetian World Odyssey 2016” will 
follow a westward path from Fort Lauderdale 
through the Panama Canal to South America 
and the Pacific. Guests will visit Easter Island, 
Pitcairn, Tahiti and Bora Bora before sailing 
to New Zealand and Australia. Silver Whisper 
will then travel to Asia, visiting Hong Kong 
and Singapore, Bali, Phuket and Myanmar. 
The odyssey will continue to India, Arabia, 
and Mediterranean hideaways before 
concluding with two nights in Venice.
Guests sailing the complete World Cruise will 
enjoy a variety of special amenities, including
a gala Bon Voyage reception, dinner, and 
overnight stay at the Mandarin Oriental hotel 

in Miami; transfers from hotel to ship and 
ship to airport; complimentary baggage valet 
service; a US$4,000 onboard spending credit 
(per suite); complimentary laundry service; 
Internet package; and commemorative gifts.
Additionally, for guests sailing the full 115 
days, there will be three complimentary 
exclusive World Cruise events. These include 
a masked ball in Venice, an elegant lunch on 
a private island in Sydney Harbour, and a 
chartered jet flight to the Taj Mahal for a tour 
followed by lunch and a return flight to 
Silver Whisper. This voyage also includes 
three complimentary Silversea Experiences at 
Easter Island, Vietnam’s Halong Bay, and the 
Royal Opera House of Muscat.
Fares for World Cruise 2016 start at 
US$56,950pp double occupancy. 
To view the complete itinerary, visit 
www.Silversea.com/worldcruise2016 and call 
0800 701 427.

Expedia takeover bid of Wotif.com
Expedia has launched an A$703 million 
takeover bid for Australia’s Wotif.com. 
Wotif founders Graeme Wood and Andrew 
Bice have agreed to sell their combined 35% 
shareholdings to Expedia. 
According to a report in The Australian, Wotif 
chief executive Scott Blume said the takeover 
would allow the company to expand in 
Australia and in the Asia Pacific.
“We believe this will help solidify our position 
as the premier travel brand in Australia and 
New Zealand, grow our business across the 
Asia-Pacific region and increase our exposure 
and brand awareness to inbound international 

travellers.”
Expedia chief executive Dara Khosrowshani 
said the takeover would allow the travel giant 
to expand its presence in the Asia Pacific.
“Wotif Group will add to our collection of 
travels most trusted brands and enhance our 
Asia-Pacific supply, while Expedia will expose 
Wotif Groups customers to our extensive 
global supply and world-class technology,” he 
said.
Wotif owns a number of Australian and Asian 
travel websites, including Wotif.com, 
lastminute.com.au, travel.com.au and 
asiawebdirect.com.
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