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Sunshine Coast direct flights 
kick-off for 2014 season

Air New Zealand has commenced its 2014 seasonal Auckland-Sunshine 
Coast flights.
Since the inaugural direct flight to Maroochydore in 2012, the flights have 
proven popular and seen the length of the seasons and frequency of flights 
steadily increase.
The 2014 season will run until 26OCT, with three flights a week during the 
peak periods (Sunday, Tuesday, Friday).  The remainder of the season will see 
two flights a week on Sundays and Fridays – ideal for a weekend escape.
Jann Stuckey, Queensland’s Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small 
Business and the Commonwealth Games, says the expanded 42-flight season 
offers the capacity to welcome more than 7,000 travellers to the Sunshine 
Coast.
“I am thrilled to announce that over the next three years, Air New Zealand 
will grow its seasonal service to provide 18,000 seats and a boost of $132 
million into the Sunshine Coast.  This is thanks to a successful partnership 
between Tourism and Events Queensland, Sunshine Coast Destination Ltd, 
Sunshine Coast Airport and Auckland Airport,” Ms Stuckey said. 
To grow demand, the partners have implemented an eight-week digital 
marketing campaign promoting the flights and destination.
“The campaign has so far attracted 190,000 visits to the campaign website and 
generated more than 63,000 competition entries to win a week-long holiday 
on the Sunshine Coast.
Check out the video of the season’s first flight arrival at MCY here.

http://www.koreanair.com
http://www.convenesouth.co.nz
http://www.exoticholidays.co.nz
http://www.pacificresort.com/hot-deals-of-the-moment-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JkF25pFRItA&feature=youtu.be
http://www.pacificresort.com/hot-deals-of-the-moment-1
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Remarkables Park developers stand firm 
Developers of a Queenstown convention 
centre at Remarkables Park say that the 
narrow majority decision taken by the 
Queenstown Lakes District Council provides 
no clear mandate to proceed with plans for 
a council-backed convention centre in town 
and that there clearly needs to be further 
discussion.
Remarkables Park Ltd CEO and director 
Alastair Porter said the very close decision 
followed the presentation of inaccurate, out-
of-date and therefore misleading information
to councillors prior to the vote.  He said a 
lack of detail meant the council’s concepts 
could not be costed and pointed out that their 
quantity surveyor data was two years old, an 

issue given that the Christchurch rebuild was 
causing price hikes.
RPL urged the council to actually visit its 
Remarkable Park convention centre site and 
review its proposals, which another company 
executive said “confirmed without doubt” 
their ability to service large-scale conferences, 
even before future expansion with Phase Two 
of the project would increase capacities by a 
further 50%.
A plan change which took three years had 
confirmed the required QLD zoning for the 
privately developed venue, and a resource 
consent was already lodged and was being 
processed.

NZ, Australia, Hawaii entice Asian travellers
Asian travellers are finding Australia, Hawaii 
and New Zealand most enticing this year, 
according to the Asian Outbound Traveller
Survey 2013 conducted by online survey 
company AIP.
Respondents from 11 out of the 12 Asian 
countries surveyed chose Australia as one of 
the most attractive, followed by Hawaii (nine) 
and New Zealand (six).
Interestingly, although Singapore topped as 
the most visited destination among Asian 
outbound travellers in 2013, followed closely 
by Australia and Hong Kong, respondents 
indicated it was the least attractive this year.
 Other findings include:
•          Average nights of stay at destination, 
with India recording the highest at 9.7 and 
Japan, the lowest at 4.8
•          Type of recent trip, with travellers from 

India, China, Vietnam, Taiwan, Thailand, 
Indonesia and South Korea preferring full 
packages
•          Hotel category of recent trip, with 
more Singapore, Taiwan and Hong Kong 
respondents indicating stays at four- and five-
star accommodation, while those from Japan, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines 
preferred three-star and budget categories
The survey was conducted in January with 
12,000 participants, involving 1,000 from 
each of the 12 Asian territories in the study.

At the 10th annual Sir Peter Blake 
Leadership Awards, held in Auckland on 
the weekend, the highest accolade – the 
Blake Medal – was awarded to Sir Peter 
Jackson for his outstanding leadership 
and contribution to tourism.

Wellington makes a pop 
in Auckland 
Positively Wellington Tourism (PWT) took 
over Auckland’s Wynyard Quarter venue Silo 
6 last week, with ‘The Capital’ pop up city 
transforming the six-pack of concrete silos 
into a mini culinary capital for more than 400 
invited Aucklanders, food lovers and prize 
winners.
For two nights, The Capital showcased some 
of the best bites and bevvies direct from 
Wellington, including craft beer, bespoke 
cocktails and tasty cuisine.
The event trended on social media platforms 
Twitter and Instagram in Auckland and 
nationally, showing the event captured 
people’s imagination.
PWT Chief Executive David Perks says the 
pop up city was a huge success, showcasing 

the variety, proximity and personalities of the 
city’s hospitality industry to Wellington’s 
largest visitor market.
The Capital hit Auckland ahead of major 
events such as the Football United Tour 
double-header, Visa Wellington On a Plate, 
Beervana, Lux, World of WearableArt Awards 
Show and the All Blacks vs South Africa test.

Gibbston Summer Concert line-up
The Gibbston Valley Winery Summer 
Concert will host a night of classic rock on 
31JAN15, with Rock & Roll Hall of Fame 
inductees Heart, along with rock bands 

Foreigner and Three Dog Night performing 
in Queenstown as part of a nationwide tour. 
Tickets for the Gibbston concert go on sale on 
07JUL. 

Fix for Queenstown bottleneck
The single-lane Kawarau Falls Bridge, built 
in 1926 and the link from Queenstown to 
Frankton and the Remarkables Ski Area as 
well as the highway south to Te Anau and 
Invercargill, is to get its replacement two-lane 
bridge sooner than expected.
The Otago Daily Times reports that its 
construction has been brought forward two 
years as one of 14 state highway projects
around the country to benefit from the Key 
Government’s promise to inject $212m extra 
funding on roading infrastructure. 
Construction of the two-lane bridge is now 

expected to begin next year but, at best, is not 
likely to open for about five years. 
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Consider joining a dynamic team of Travel Brokers, 
known for their:
•   Smart approach to business, camaraderie and helpfulness
•   Consistent stability and growth over 12 years
•   Sharp use of the latest technology - Amadeus & New Tramada
•   Intranet reference material and secure colleague ‘online chat room’
•   Solid Key Supplier relationships

•   24/7 Smart Tickets Online 
•   24/7 GONet Calypso
•   24/7 ReadyRooms
•   E-Business and E-Marketing support
•   Awesome conferences!

“Live the Dream”

0274 778 144 or (09) 307 1849
wdarcy@thetravelbrokers.co.nz    www.thetravelbrokers.co.nz/careerpack

Coromandel holiday parks 
win big
Helena and Craig Stratford have won 
this year’s AA Traveller Spirit of 
Hospitality Award, at the Holiday 
Accommodation Parks Association of 
New Zealand (HAPNZ) Conference in 
Blenheim.
HAPNZ chief executive Fergus Brown 
says, “This award emphasises the 
importance of world class customer 
service and acknowledges those who are 
providing their guests with an 
exceptional experience.”
Bowentown Beach Holiday Park at 
Waihi Beach also featuring in the finals, 
and Coromandel Top Ten Holiday Park 
who won an award for best presented 
Holiday Park in New Zealand.

World Masters Games 2017 
showcasing Kiwi culture
Athletes from around the world can start 
planning their travel and training schedules 
for World Masters Games to be held in 
Auckland in 2017.
Twenty-eight sports and 45 disciplines have 
now been confirmed for the programme, with 
eight of those sports offering a para class. 
Included are uniquely Pacific sports or 
disciplines such as waka ama within the 
sport of canoe/kayak and Weta class portable 
trimaran racing within the sport of sailing. 
These will give the international event a 
distinctly Kiwi feel. 
World Masters Games 2017 chief executive 
Jennah Wootten says, “Naturally we’ve woven 
in sports that are important to New Zea-

land’s sporting 
culture - such 
as rugby, netball 
and touch - as 
well as a range 
of sports that 
will showcase 
our stunning 
beaches, 

harbours, lakes and waterfront, all of which 
are a key part of Auckland’s world-class 
reputation as a beautiful harbour city.” 
Ms Wootten added that sports such as 
orienteering and mountain biking will take 
visitors into some of the region’s forests and 
native bush.
Tourism New Zealand says the World Masters 
Games 2017 is another major event helping to 
showcase the country as a premier sporting 
destination, following on the heels of the ICC 
Cricket World Cup and FIFA U-20 World 
Cup, both being staged across NZ in 2015.

Tassie to unlock national park tourism potential
Tasmania’s remote wilderness areas will become 
more accessible with the new State Government 
extending a local seaplane company’s licence.
According to the ABC, the Government will 
now push ahead with plans to open up 
Tasmania’s national parks and World Heritage 
Area to low-impact tourism development.
Hobart-based Tasmanian Air Adventures had 
been in a trial for the past two years, flying to 
the Southwest and Freycinet national parks and 
Recherche Bay.
The company was also given permission to trial 
flights between Hobart and Lake St Clair for 12 
months.
Parks Tasmania surveyed non-seaplane visitors
to gauge the impact of the trial, and the 
Government has now extended the operator’s 

licence.
Premier Will Hodgman believed allowing 
development in or near national parks would 
boost tourist numbers and the economy.
“We’re serious about unlocking Tasmania’s 
potential,” Mr Hodgman said.
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Jetstar to end BNE-HTI flights
Jetstar has confirmed it is axing flights 
between Brisbane and Hamilton Island from 
20OCT.
In a statement, Jetstar says, “Unfortunately, 
the route (which is one of the shortest on our 
network) has dropped in performance during 
the past 12 months.

“This comes at a time where we are seeing 
costs that are outside of our control increase 
combined with an intensely competitive 
environment.”
Jetstar will continue to operate flights to HTI 
from Sydney and Melbourne, and from 
Brisbane to nearby Proserpine.

Jetstar from Melbourne to the Red Centre 
Jetstar’s Melbourne to Ayers Rock Airport 
(Uluru) inaugural single class A320 flight 
on the weekend departed Tullamarine at full 
capacity. 
The introduction of the route has seen Jetstar 

become the first low fares carrier to offer 
flights between the destinations. 
Jetstar has also just increased frequency 
on Sydney-Uluru services from four times 
weekly to daily. 

Celebrity Cook Cruise with Julie Goodwin
Your clients can cruise on the Murray with the inaugural 
MasterChef Australia winner Julie Goodwin aboard the 
paddle wheeler Murray Princess next March. 
Captain Cook Cruises is marketing four- and seven-night 
options for this cruise featuring a dinner prepared by the 
celebrity cook plus three cooking demos.
Click here to download the flyer.

Fly LATAM to Sydney for $94++
LATAM has AKL-SYD Q class fares priced at 
$94 plus taxes and charges, bringing a total 
one way fare of $156, including baggage, light 

meal and entertainment.  Note that 
availability is limited throughout July.       

Improving first impressions at SYD
Sydney Airport and the NSW Government 
have outlined plans to jointly invest almost 
A$500 million to improve traffic flow in and 
around Sydney Airport. 
The move is part of a suite of ground 
transport solutions and airport facility 
upgrades aimed at minimising congestion 
and improving the arrival and departure 

experience.
Sydney Airport CEO Kerrie Mather says the 
key priority is to improve the passenger and 
airport user experience and support 
continued tourism and travel growth. 
The company advises more than 150,000 
people currently travel to and from the 
airport every day.

4 month closure for The Langham, Sydney
The Langham, Sydney will close its doors on 
24JUL for four months as it spends A$30 
million to bring the former Observatory 
Hotel in line with its international sister 
properties.
The transformation will include a complete 
redevelopment of the lobby, dining areas, all 
96 guestrooms and residential-style ballroom. 
Langham signature features such as Chuan 

Spa and cocktail bar Palm Court will be also 
introduced.
The Langham, Sydney, located in Kent St in 
The Rocks, boasts the largest guest rooms in 
Sydney at 49sq m with both balconies and 
opening windows and views to the west. 
Guests enjoy direct access to the harbour-
front.

The new look for The Langham, Sydney

Cable car proposal for Perth
A cable car linking Perth’s Kings Park with 
Elizabeth Quay is in developers’ sights. 
Perth Now reports that officials from Perth’s 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority met 
the operators of Sydney’s Taronga Zoo Sky 
Safari cable car last year.
MRA chief executive Kieran Kinsella said a 
cable car is included in the waterfront 
redevelopment’s master plan but is not part of 
the current phase of works.
“The MRA is conducting preliminary 

investigations into the feasibility and viability 
of establishing a cable car system for Perth, 
including the economic, technical and 
environmental considerations,” he said.
Tourism Council of WA chief executive Evan 
Hall said a cable car would become the 
quintessential Perth experience, “like 
climbing the Harbour Bridge, scaling the 
Eiffel Tower or riding the London Eye”.
Cablecar operator Skyrail ITM says a Perth 
cable car has potential, but it has to be part of 
a wider, integrated tourism project.
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More FJ flights for New Zealand
Fiji Airways has increased capacity to key 
New Zealand and Australian markets effective 
immediately. 
The arrival of a new ATR 72 for subsidiary
Fiji Link to be used in the South Pacific 
means the Fiji Airways B737s have been freed 
up to operate more sectors to Fiji’s neighbours. 
As a result, Fiji Airways has added two 
overnight services to Auckland, enabling two 
additional evening flights (Tue, Sat) from 
Nadi to Auckland, and two additional early 
morning departures (Wed, Sun) from 
Auckland to Nadi. Fiji Airways now flies 11 
times a week between Nadi and Auckland. 
FJ has also added two more flights to 
Melbourne, taking frequency to a daily 
service. 
More frequencies will be added during peak 
periods (JUL, OCT, DEC, JAN) to 

Christchurch and Sydney as well. FJ currently 
operates once a week to Christchurch and 15 
times a week to Sydney. 
In addition to the extra Auckland and 
Melbourne services, Fiji Airways will also 
start direct services between Nadi and 
Honiara, Solomon Islands from 05JUL. 
The announcement comes as official Fiji 
Government figures reveal an increase in 
visitor arrivals from New Zealand in April 
(compared to APR13) of 18.1%. 
Fiji Airways Managing Director and CEO 
Stefan Pichler says: “Peak seasons now 
starting with Australia and New Zealand 
school holidays means very high loads so the 
increased capacity and additional frequency 
options to these key markets will be good for 
all tourism stakeholders.” Alaska-size marine park for New Caledonia

New Caledonia, which already claims the 
world’s largest coastal lagoon and UNESCO 
World Heritage site in its backyard, now has 
the largest nature preserve on Earth. 
Covering more than 1.3 million square 
kilometres, Le Parc Naturel de la Mer de 
Corail, or ‘the Natural Park of the Coral Sea’, 
is larger than Alaska, twice the size of Texas, 
three times the size of Germany and much 
larger than any other protected area on the 
planet. 
The newly established sanctuary has 450,000 
hectares of coral reefs, 25 species of marine 
mammals, 48 shark species, 19 species of 
nesting birds and five species of sea turtles. 
The park’s ecosystem also generates up to 
3,000 tons of fish every year, providing an 
important food source for New Caledonia’s 
quarter of a million human inhabitants.

New Caledonia Tourism’s sales and 
marketing director, Caroline Brunel, says 
“This is a historic moment in marine 
conservation as well as sustainable tourism. 
“Not only does the park set an international 
example with its sheer size, it also 
demonstrates how such decisions will 
positively impact tourism to both New 
Caledonia and the wider Pacific area. 
“We are saving some of our most valuable 
ecological assets while they are still pristine. 
Something we will thank ourselves for many 
years to come when future generations can 
still experience them,” Caroline said.
With the Earth’s richest biodiversity per 
square kilometre, according to Lonely Planet, 
New Caledonia is considered the world’s only 
stand-alone biodiversity hotspot. 

http://nz.aircalin.com/billet-noumea.php
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New captains join Sigatoka River Safari
Fiji adventure tour operator Sigatoka River 
Safari now boasts six jet boat Captains with 
two new appointments, including Fiji’s second 
ever female driver, joining the team.
Josephine “JT” Traill and Inoke “Nox” 
Qorovakarua have passed intense jet boat 
training in Glenorchy under the tutelage of 
former World Marathon Jet Boat 
Champion and jet boat veteran Neil Ross. 
Neil has trained all of Sigatoka River Safari’s 

Captains and even custom built the safari jet 
boats.  
Captain “JT” was previously employed by 
sister tour, the Off Road Caves Safari, and has 
already started working on the river on the jet 
boat “Karua”.   
Captain Nox has been with the company for 
four years as the Workshop Assistant and is 
happy he can now drive the vessels he 
serviced.

Tivua Heli-Sailing Day Trip Combo with CCC
The Tivua Island Day Trip has been enhanced 
with Captain Cook Cruises Fiji partnering 
with Heli Tours to offer the Tivua Heli-Sailing 
Daytrip. Now passengers can arrive at Tivua 
Island by helicopter and enjoy a fun-filled day 
on the island.
Passengers will fly from Denarau Marina over 
the Mamanucas to Tivua Island, where they 
will join passengers aboard the Captain Cook 
Cruises Tivua Island Day Cruise.
Here they spend the day taking a guided 
snorkelling tour, going glass bottom boating, 
kayaking around the island, playing some 
volleyball or for those who prefer to relax just 
laying on the beach under a hut, or taking a 
leisurely swim.
Avid divers can enjoy Scuba diving, and 
Senikai Spa is there to provide massage and 
hair-braiding. Passengers can also take part in 
a Kava ceremony.
There’s a tropical BBQ lunch including beer, 
wine and soft drinks and come late afternoon, 
passengers will head back to Port Denarau on 
a 90min cruise aboard the tall ship, Ra 
Marama. Onboard they’ll enjoy a coconut 
husking demonstration, basket weaving, 
afternoon tea, music and entertainment. 

The Heli-Tivua Island Day Trip departs 
Denarau Marina at 10am, returning at 5pm 
and is priced at F$495pp including a one-
way helicopter trip to or from Tivua Island, a 
one-way sailing trip to or from Tivua Island, 
morning and afternoon tea, a bbq lunch, 
drinks on the island, snorkeling equipment, 
most activities and return transfers from 
Denarau and Nadi Resorts and some Coral 
Coast resorts.
Guests are able to upgrade to a 25-minute 
Island or Mountain Scenic helicopter ride 
for an extra F$300 and are also able to add a 
return helicopter pickup for an extra F$300.
Call your wholesaler.

Kiwi record for Vanuatu
Vanuatu visitor arrivals from New Zealand 
set a May record, with the NZ Department of 
Statistics reporting that 2,820 NZ residents 
visited Vanuatu in MAY14 – an increase of 
139% on MAY13. This more than balances 
out the previous month which showed a 
decline of 31% in APR14.  
New Zealand visitor numbers are up 18% 
growth JAN-MAY14 and forward bookings 
are showing promise from this market, 
according to NZ representative Jacquie 
Carson.  
Vanuatu currently sits as the fourth most 

popular South Pacific destination for Kiwis 
to visit, behind Fiji, the Cook Islands and 
Samoa.  New Zealand is seen as a market with 
huge potential for visitor growth for Vanuatu, 
with more than 100,000 Kiwis visiting Fiji 
every year and over 60,000 visiting the Cooks.  
The VTO has had a number of tactical 
campaigns in the NZ marketplace partnering 
with both Air Vanuatu and Air New Zealand 
and various retail partners, and these have 
shown excellent results, which are being 
reflected in the May results, says Ms Carson.

Shekou & Guangzhou Day Tour from HKG
If your clients are looking for an excursion 
when in Hong Kong, Exotic Holidays has 
a Shekou & Guangzhou 12-hour day tour 
combining a Pearl Delta hovercraft ride and a 
look at Shekou,China’s first Special Economic 
Zone. They will get to see the vast industrial 
area, visit an exhibition of Terracotta 
Warriors and Horses from Xian, a 
Kindergarten (except school holidays) and 
Shenzhen Safari Park, with a Chinese lunch, 

time for shopping. Sights include the Temple 
of the Six Banyan Trees, Dr Sun Yat-sen 
Memorial and the Free Market, before 
returning to Hong Kong by train, arriving in 
Kowloon at 7.45pm.
Priced at $264 per adult, $230 per child and 
valid to 20SEP14.
Call 09 410 5060 or 0508 EXOTIC 
(0508 396 842) or email Team Exotic: 
info@exoticholidays.co.nz 

More cash for travelling Indians
Indians can now take up to Rs 25,000 in 
Indian currency notes on their travels abroad.
The Reserve Bank of India, in a statement, says 
the move will facilitate travel requirements of 

Indians travelling abroad as well as foreigners
visiting India. It had earlier limited the 
amount to Rs 10,000 in Indian currency 
notes. 

Jet Airways domestic TTL
Jet Airways has relaxed the Ticket Time 
Limits on domestic India PNRs to enable 
agents to better service their clients.  This 
applies to all stand-alone domestic PNRs 

where the POS is New Zealand and is 
effective immediately.  See here for a detailed 
list of TTLs by class.            

http://i.imgur.com/EsJEmHv.jpg
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Grand Canal cities join promotional forces Pics | Xinhua

Eighteen cities along China’s Grand Canal last 
week jointly established an alliance to promote
to the world what is the longest artificial 
waterway on Earth. The 3200km canal was 
added to the UNESCO World Heritage list on 
22JUN, something Suzhou had been working 
on since 2006.
China Daily reports that the alliance wants 
to create a world-class boutique tourism 
route along the canal, and a river cruise ship 
is planned to connect several cities along 

1000km of its length.
The alliance also plans a series of promotions, 
including production of a brochure, a 
promotional movie and a tourism festival 
over the next three to five years.
The Grand Canal, encompassing the Beijing-
Hangzhou Grand Canal, Zhengzhou-Jiangsu 
Grand Canal and East Zhejiang Canal, runs 
through 31 Chinese cities.
Its heritage includes 27 ancient waterway 
sections and 58 cultural heritage sites. 

Overnight cruise in the Chao Phraya
Mekhala river vessels ply Thailand’s Chao 
Phraya River on overnight cruises departing
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 
Bangkok. The restored rice barges are fitted
with air-conditioned double cabins with 
ensuite bathroom.
On the Exotic Holidays river cruise package, 
guests transfer to their boat, which provides 
an excellent vantage point for viewing the 
Grand Palace and Temple of Dawn. They then 
cruise on to the market where locals go 
shopping before docking at Wat Kai Tia 
Temple, set in a tranquil rural village. Here 
they dine on Thai cuisine on deck by 
candlelight.

The cruise continues to the ancient Burmese 
Mon community of Baan Saladang, a 
charming traditional village with well-
preserved, typical Thai houses. 
Guests disembark at Bang-Pa-In to view King 
Rama V’s Summer Palace, then continue by 
long-tail boat to the temples at the ancient 
capital of Ayutthaya, followed by a riverside 
restaurant lunch, and a transfer by road back 
to their Bangkok hotel.
Priced at $604pp twin share, this package is 
valid until 31OCT14. 
Contact Exotic Holidays 09 410 5060 or 
0508 EXOTIC (0508 396 842) or email 
info@exoticholidays.co.nz  

Air New Zealand and Acrossia last week 
hosted a group of quality agents to Te Papa 
in Wellington to view the China - Throne 
of the Emperors exhibition, followed by a 
Chinese Yum Cha dinner.
Wendy Stanton from Acrossia says the level 
of interest from the trade in Wellington 
was very pleasing.
“Their enjoyment of and feedback on the 

exhibition was extremely complimentary, 
and they expressed some great positivity 
overall for Destination China,” she said.
“On behalf of Air New Zealand, Frank 
Gibbons, and Kelvin Chak from Acrossia, 
our warm thanks to the Wellington agents 
for supporting this event, as well as for 
their growing interest in China.” 

Journey to Burma
Burma has been quietly creeping up on many 
travellers’ wish-lists and Adventure World is 
helping with savings of $340 per couple on 
their 10-day Burma at a Glance. Priced from 
$2,245pp (including savings), the private 
journey includes 9 nights’ accommodation, 
breakfast daily, transport by local air-
conditioned vehicle, sightseeing with 
English speaking local guides, entrance fees 
and domestic flights. 

The itinerary takes guests to Yangoon, 
Mandalay, Bagan and Inle Lake where they’ll 
visit revered Buddhist temples, watch the sun 
set over the Irrawaddy River, learn about local 
traditions, and see stilted villages from private 
boat. 
Valid for sale until 30SEP14 and for travel 
from 01JUL-30SEP14. 
For more information call 0508 496 753.

http://www.exoticholidays.co.nz
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/asia/south-east-asia/burma/tours/burma-at-a-glance/
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THE AMERICAS
Rail station approved for LAX
Los Angeles County transportation officials 
have finally approved a new train station 
designed to allow a rail connection with Los 
Angeles International Airport.
In a unanimous vote, they have agreed to 
proceed with planning a US$200-million 
light-rail station a mile and a half east of 
LAX’s central terminal area. The station 
would connect the north-south Crenshaw 
Line, now being built, and some trains from 
the east-west Green Line to a proposed 
elevated people-mover system that would link 
travellers to a consolidated car-rental facility, 
a planned ground transportation hub and the 
heart of LAX.

Currently, passengers and airport employees 
who take rail to the airport must exit at the 
Metro Green Line’s Aviation/LAX station 
south of the airport and transfer to shuttle 
buses.
Officials say the new station will speed up 
airport access and could include check-in 
counters, flight information boards and 
currency exchange locations. The board also 
asked for a review of baggage check facilities 
at similar airport transportation hubs in other 
cities to determine whether that service could 
be added.
Service into the airport could begin as early 
as 2022. 

Double daily to Frisco
Air New Zealand yesterday celebrated 10 
years of flying Kiwis to San Francisco.  The 
airline started with three flights a week and 
now flies there daily – with plans to go double 
daily later this year.
A new Boeing 777-300 aircraft will be 

introduced to the route in coming weeks, 
initially twice weekly and increasing to six 
services per week, offering passengers its 
popular Premium Economy Spaceseat™ and 
Economy Skycouch™ products.

Discover America: Great American Food Stories
With last week’s release of Discover America: 
Great American Food Stories culinary guide, 
Brand USA, the destination marketing 
organization for the US, is launching its 
culinary initiative aimed at promoting 
gastro-tourism and showcasing the U.S. as a 
top culinary destination for world travellers.
“American cuisine captures inspiration from 
all over the world, truly embodying the 
diversity and history of the United States,” 
said Christopher L. Thompson, President and 
CEO of Brand USA. 
The guide features 31 chefs with recipes from 

all regions of the U.S. and will be available in 
markets where Brand USA has representation.
A digital platform for the Discover America 
culinary guide will be broadcast on all Brand 
USA channels, and will include U.S. culinary 
destinations and Q&A sessions with 
participating chefs. Brand USA is inviting 
travellers to visit www.DiscoverAmerica.
com/foodstories and to share their own U.S. 
food and culinary travel experiences on social 
media platforms utilising the hash-tag 
#FoodStoriesUSA.

Cuba: connecting with people, culture
For 2015, Adventure World is launching a 
new, 13-day Cuba: Connecting with People 
and Culture group journey with Tauck. The 
itinerary takes your clients from Havana 
along the length of the island for face-to-face 
exchanges with Cubans from all walks of life 
– and provides an inside look at Cuba’s cities 
and countryside, history, art, architecture, 
music, dance, agriculture and more.
Highlights include local talks with experts 
on Habana Vieja’s historic architecture, the 
historic Hotel National de Cuba, a jazz 
performance by local musicians, visit to a 

Cuban cigar factory and Casa de la Cultura. 
Priced from $9,985pp, this luxury trip 
includes all hotel accommodation in Miami 
and Cuba, Tauck’s “Leave Your Worries at 
Home” service, escorted travel with a 
professional Tauck Director and experienced 
local Cuban guides, all ground transportation, 
airport transfers and all meals.
Plus if your client books by 31AUG14, they’ll 
receive a free night pre or post their tour.
For more information on Tauck, contact 
Adventure World on 0508 496 753 or visit 
www.adventureworld.com. 

http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/north-america/caribbean/cuba/tours/cuba-connecting-with-people-and-culture-2015/ 
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/north-america/caribbean/cuba/tours/cuba-connecting-with-people-and-culture-2015/ 
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Yosemite, Tahoe and Monterey Walk on sale

Rio Carnaval 2015 package
Adventure World has released its 2015 Rio 
Carnaval pricing. As previewed via current 
coverage of the FIFA World Cup, Brazil will 
deliver flamboyance, colour and vivacity 
during the world’s most famous carnival and 
samba parade. 
Guests can save $120pp on the six-day trip, 

bringing the price down to $1,675pp, including
accommodation, breakfast daily, airport 
transfer and several sightseeing tours.  Valid 
for sale until 30SEP for travel 13-19FEB15. 
For more information click here and call 
Adventure World on 0508 496 753.

From sparkling Lake Tahoe, to Yosemite’s 
majestic waterfalls, Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park 
and the coastal city of Monterey, Adventure 
World’s 7-day Yosemite, Tahoe and Monterey 
Walk is now priced from $1,495pp twin share, 
saving 20%.
This small group trip explores Tahoe’s deep 
blue lake and pristine mountain peaks, as 

well as Yosemite, one of the greatest National 
Parks in North America. 
Price includes six nights in three star hotels, 
transportation by private adventure vehicle, 
services of two professional tour leaders and 
sightseeing. Special valid for 30AUG14 de-
parture. All meals paid locally.
Click here and call 0508 496 753. 

Air Tahiti Nui has extended the sales period for its current special airfare from NZ to 
Los Angeles to  Monday 14JUL14 and the travel period is now extended to 31MAY15.

MIDDLE EAST / AFRICA
Egypt’s progress on the road to democracy 
The Innovative Travel Company’s managing 
director Robyn Galloway and business 
partner Elhamy Elzayat, met with His 
Excellency, Egyptian Ambassador Mahmoud 
Zayed to discuss the many exciting 
developments and the progress taking place 
in Egypt.  
Mr Elzayat spoke of an historic moment with 
the implementation of democracy after 7000 
years in Egypt and that Egypt’s new 
constitution provides for a quota system in 
local councils, which must consist of 25% 
women and 25% young people between 21 
and 35 years. 

“Over 1 million tourists holiday in Egypt each 
year,” said Elzayat “and we are now expecting 
strong growth from NZ and Australia.”

Elhamy Elzayat, Robyn Galloway and 
HE Ambassador Mahmoud Zayed

Single lady for East Africa
World Journeys has very limited space left on 
its small group escorted “East African Safari” 
14SEP15 departure, including one space for 
a female to twin share with another – a great 
opportunity to avoid the single supplement.
With safaris focused on the Great 
Migration of wildlife in Samburu, Lake 
Nakuru, the Maasai Mara, Serengeti and 
Ngorongoro Crater, plus 4 nights on 
Zanzibar, pricing starts from $15,990pp 
share twin.  Included: airfares ex AKL/
CHC; 4-star hotels, resorts and safari 
camps; all transport and transfers; 
sightseeing and game drives 
including Park fees; plenty of meals, 
and the services of a World Journeys 
host throughout.  Additional costs 

are tipping, airline taxes of $190pp, and 
an optional 4-day Gorillas Extension from 
$4,060pp.  
Call World Journeys urgently 0800 117311 or 
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/south-america/latin-america/brazil/tours/rio-carnaval/
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/north-america/north-america/usa/tours/yosemite-tahoe-and-monterey-walk/
http://www.worldjourneys.co.nz/package.php?packageType=Escorted&packageID=335&packageName=East-African-Safari-and-Gorillas*
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EUROPEEthiopian - from Singapore to Africa
Flights to SIN using Singapore Airlines, with 
Ethiopian Airlines beyond, provide excellent 
connections to many cities in the African 
continent.  
For example your clients can fly to Kigali in 
Rwanda, almost the geographical centre of the 

African continent, with a transit in Singapore 
of less than four hours in both directions, 
plus a brief refuel in BKK.  Fares ex AKL start 
from NZD1910+taxes and charges of $488, 
giving a total of $2398 return. World Aviation 
Systems represents ET in New Zealand.              

Feedback on Serra Cafema Camp 
World Journeys has had feedback 
from a colleague on Wilderness 
Safaris’ Serra Cafema Camp in 
Namibia which confirms its 
recommendation of the camp as 
somewhere suitable for the most 
discerning of clients.  
“This Premier Camp is located in 
unquestionably the most dramatically 
beautiful landscape to be seen 
anywhere. I was awed by the contrast 
of rocky escarpments alongside barren 
sand dunes overlooking a ribbon of 
green on each side of the fast-flowing 
Kunene River,” says the staffer. 
“I experienced boating on the river 
where crocodiles were plentiful, quad 
biking in the desert and being 
welcomed to a Himba village where 
I was introduced to their unique 
lifestyle. The one hour airport to camp 
transfer must rate as being one of the 
most unusual globally!”  
Serra Cafema features in World 
Journeys’ 7-day luxury fly-in safari
‘Untouched Wilderness’, which also 
features Desert Rhino Camp in 
Damaraland, and Ongava Tented 
Camp in Etosha National Park – truly 
the ultimate Namibian experience!   
Call 0800 117311 or email 
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

French hotel tax hike proposal
Hotel owners in France are protesting over a 
proposed 500% increase in the country’s hotel 
tax (taxe de sejour). The hike would be even 
more severe in Paris.
France’s foreign minister has also lambasted 
the move by his government’s own socialist 
party, insisting that it would undermine an 
industry vital to the country’s hopes of 
economic recovery. 
Laurent Fabius said that it was “imperative” 
to scrap the planned increases, insisting that 
they were “dangerous and totally contrary to 
the promotion of tourism”, which was central 
to creating jobs. 
The hotel industry has warned lawmakers 
in the National Assembly that the proposed 
five-fold increase on France’s lodging tax for 
the most luxury hotels would have disastrous 
effects on their already struggling businesses.
Lawmakers last week approved an amendment 
that would allow municipalities around the 
country to push the tax up to €8 at four and 
five star hotels from the current cap of €1.50 

per night, per person.
A slightly smaller increase, of up to €5 tax, 
would be permitted at three star hotels. 
Local hotels, who could adopt a lower rate if 
they chose, would then decide how much to 
charge their clients.  
The hike would be particularly steep in the 
Ile-de-France region around Paris because 
lawmakers have also backed adding an 
additional €2 tax on top of the proposed €8 
cap, meaning the taxe de sejour could reach 
€10 in the country’s capital. The extra tax is 
expected to generate some €140 million per 
year and would be earmarked to pay for 
public transit projects around France’s largest 
city, which lawmakers noted will help tourists 
get around more easily. 
Hotel and restaurant owners were already 
angry over a hike earlier this year that brought 
VAT up to 10% in their establishments.
 Though the government cut the tax from 
19.6% down to 5.5% over four years ago, it’s 
been going up since.

Bill aims to boost Greek tourism
The Greek Tourism Ministry has tabled a 
bill in Parliament to simplify procedures to 
strengthen tourism entrepreneurship and 
to restructure the Greek National Tourism 
Organization.
The bill also establishes seven categories 
of businesses related to tourism, namely: 
tourism housing facilities (including hotels 
and rooms); special tourism infrastructural 
facilities; travel agencies; car rental agencies; 
motorcycle and large vehicle leasing agencies; 
businesses related to overland tourist 

transportation; and shipping agents.
Among other provisions, the bill allows the 
extension of floatplane services at popular 
tourist destinations; brings the jurisdiction 
of hotel classification under the Hellenic 
Chamber of Hotels; clarifies issues related to 
permits for hotel complexes, especially when 
multiple owners are involved; and speeds up 
the opening of furnished housing for leasing 
or sale.
Other provisions include the introduction of 
youth hostels at tourist destinations.

Ethiopian Airlines to Africa via Singapore - Great connections, great price.

http://www.worldjourneys.co.nz/package.php?packageType=TailorMade&packageID=71&packageName=Untouched-Wilderness
http://www.worldjourneys.co.nz/package.php?packageType=TailorMade&packageID=71&packageName=Untouched-Wilderness
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Bonuses with 
Visitor Oyster card
Visitors to London who buy a Visitor Oyster 
card from VisitBritain’s online shop can now 
enjoy more than 25 exclusive offers at leading 
shops and restaurants across the city.
Special offers include 20% off food and drink 
at Planet Hollywood or the V&A café, 15% 
off at Foyles bookshop, and 2-for-1 meals at 
many top restaurants ranging from Southern-
style BBQ joints to French brasseries. 
International visitors can also enjoy 10% off 
their shopping at Liberty department store in 
the West End.
There’s also the chance to sample a cream tea 
for two at Fortnum and Mason’s Diamond 
Jubilee Tea Salon. 
The Visitor Oyster card is the cheapest way to 
pay for single journeys on public transport in 

London, and lets your clients travel on buses, 
trains, trams and the Tube with just one 
pass. The introduction of these offers allows 
customers to get even better value for money 
from the capital’s essential travel pass. 
To see the full list of offers, plus full terms and 
conditions, visit the VisitBritain Shop.

Wine & Dine Croatia
Croatia is one of the most exciting gastro 
destinations in the Mediterranean, and Exotic 
Holidays has a four-day ‘foodie’ experience 
that recognises the grape harvest as the high 
point of the season. It combines natural 
beauty, cultural heritage and authentic cuisine 
in an up-close culinary tour that incorporates 
sourcing food from the market and cooking 
Croatian specialties using local recipes and 
cooking methods.  
Clients will experience the harvest of 
Dubrovnik Malvasia, a grape type reproduced 
across the entire Mediterranean for thousands 
of years, and learn about its history as one of 
the most threatened grapes on the planet.  
Tour highlights include dinner in the square 
under Meštrovic’s mausoleum in Cavtat, the 
vineyards of Konavle, a morning of fishing 
and brunch aboard a fishing boat, lunch on 
the Ljuta River under the stone bridge, and a 

BBQ at the pristine Šipan Bay. Your clients
will also enjoy karaoke entertainment, 
pantomimes and a midnight concert set in 
Dubrovnik’s historical monuments.
Travel is by bicycle, horse, off-road vehicle 
and sailboat, allowing your clients to 
immerse themselves in the hidden beauty of 
this picturesque destination. 
Contact Team Exotic 09 410 5060 or 
0508 EXOTIC (0508 396 842) or email 
info@exoticholidays.co.nz 

London City to Dublin
British Airways has announced a new direct 
air service from London City to Dublin 
airport starting 26OCT.
BA will operate the service to Dublin five-

times daily using a mix of Embraer 170 and 
190 jets from the airport in the heart of 
London’s Dockland.

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee State Coach on display 
The glittering coach built to celebrate the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012 is now on 
permanent display within the Royal Mews at 
London’s Buckingham Palace.
The Diamond Jubilee State Coach was 
unveiled during the State Opening of 
Parliament just weeks ago and is only the 
second coach to be built for the Royal 
Household in more than a century.
Combining traditional craftsmanship with 
modern technology, the State Coach was 
conceived and designed by Mr J. Frecklington, 
who was also responsible for the construction 

of the Australian State Coach, and its 
construction brought together a team of 
artists, artisans and master craftsmen from 
Australia, New Zealand and other parts of the 
world. 
Contained within the coach is a ‘Thousand 
Years of British History’ with artefacts from 
The Mary Rose and the gun metal used for 
Victoria Crosses. More than 100 items have 
been incorporated into the final design.
The coach can be viewed as part of any visit to 
Buckingham Palace.

http://www.visitbritainshop.com/world/travel-transport/london-transport/product/london-visitor-oyster-card.html
http://www.visitbritainshop.com/world/travel-transport/london-transport/product/london-visitor-oyster-card.html
http://www.delta.com/traveling_checkin/inflight_services/economy_class/economy_comfort.jsp


LONDON DAILY VIA HONG KONG Great service. Great people. Great fares. CLICK HERE
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AVIATION
Movement on Qantas ownership
Australia’s Labor Opposition has indicated 
that it is open to negotiating with the 
Coalition over changes to the Qantas Sale Act.
The Sydney Morning Herald reports that Labor 
shadow transport minister Anthony Albanese 
proposes scrapping two ownership limits in 
the Qantas Sale Act. The first restricts 
ownership in Qantas by an individual 
investor to 25%, the second limits ownership 
by a foreign-owned airline to 35%.
He remains, however, firm on the key 
restriction in the Qantas Sale Act - which 
guarantees the airline stays 51% Australian
owned and ensures most of the airline’s 
30,000 jobs remain in Australia. Prime 
Minister Tony Abbott wants to ‘’unshackle’’ 

Qantas from these laws, allowing the airline 
to receive cash injections from overseas that 
would help it compete with its aggressive 
competitor Virgin.
Mr Albanese will also not support any 
elimination of requirements that prescribe 
at least two-thirds of the Qantas board to be 
Australians, Qantas head office to remain 
in Australia, and the majority of the airline’s 
international maintenance to be done in 
Australia.
Mr Abbott says he wants to free Qantas from 
the ownership restrictions and allow foreign 
airlines and companies to invest more in the 
business.

New Qantas Industry sales number
Qantas has changed its Industry Sales 
Support contact details. Effective immediately 
the new Auckland phone number is (09) 967 
6356. 
Note, there is no change to the current 0800 

number for calls outside of Auckland which 
remains as 0800 731 313.
Visit www.qantas.co.nz/agents for a full list of 
Qantas Industry Sales contact details.

Stats back push for two-runway Gatwick 
London Gatwick, which is competing with 
Heathrow to gain approval for another 
runway, has boosted its chances after 
announcing record growth and increasing its 
share of traffic in the London airport market.
In its results for the year ended March, 
Gatwick handled 35.9 million pax, up 4.8%, 
and recorded an operating profit of £147 

million, compared with £116.4 million a year 
earlier.
Gatwick airport’s CEO Stewart Wingate 
said “A two runway Gatwick would provide 
London and the UK with two world class 
airports and enable businesses to thrive and 
the economy to grow.”

Turkish to 9 Italian cities
Turkish Airlines continues growing its 
network with the addition of Pisa, its 9th 
destination in Italy and 25th destination in 

Southern Europe. TK already flies from 
Istanbul to Rome, Milan, Venice, Naples, 
Bologna, Genova, Torino and Catania.

Korean Air introduces ninth Airbus A380
Korean Air has introduced a ninth A380 
aircraft to its fleet, and after testing, the new 
plane will next Sunday debut on a three 
flights per week schedule to Atlanta. 
KE operates the A380 14 times per week on 
the Incheon-Los Angeles and Incheon-New 
York routes and daily to Paris. From 06JUL 
the carrier will also operate the A380 on the 
Incheon-Atlanta route three flights a week. 
Korean Air’s A380 has 301 seats in economy 
class, the lowest configuration of any A380 

operator so far, providing the most spacious
pitch of 34 inches. 
The airline is the first global carrier to devote 
the entire A380 upper deck to a single class, 
with 94 fully flat ‘Prestige Sleeper’ seats for its 
business class travellers.
Its 12 First Class Kosmo Suites are located in 
the front of the main deck.
Korean Air will finalise the delivery of its 
tenth A380 this month.

Austrian extreme sportsman Franz Müllner, better-known as “The Austrian Rock”, 
accomplished another world record: Using sheer muscle-power, he pulled a Boeing 777 
from Austrian Airlines, with an unladen weight of 142 tons, for a distance of 14.5 metres.

Ryanair tops rankings again
Ryanair was the world’s leading international 
carrier again with 81.3m passengers last year, 
according to the latest IATA statistics.
The airline, which carried more international 

passengers than British Airways, Air France 
and Alitalia combined (77m) says it is now on 
target to carry a total of 84.6m international 
passengers this year.

http://www.cxagents.com


Over 120 European destinations ... now that’s Wunderbar!
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TravelMemo aviation correspondent Peter Clark visited the UAE and Qatar for the 
recent IATA AGM. He flew there with Etihad Airways. Here is his report on the flight 
to Abu Dhabi:

I had the opportunity to fly to AUH and 
return on the UAE national carrier, Etihad 
Airways, with the 14-hour flight from 
Sydney on their current flagship B777-
300ER aircraft.
Check in at Mascot was very efficient and 
I was soon on my way to the new Etihad 
Sydney Lounge. This facility caters to the 
airline’s frequent fliers, Business and First 
Class passengers. While not vast, it is more 
than adequately-sized for Etihad’s needs.
It is located right by the airline’s gate and has 
great tarmac views from the comfortable 
leather armchairs.
The lounge has a small a la carte restaurant 
area with waiter service. It offered smallish 
servings of Arabic, vegetarian and 
international cuisine. An adjacent zone 
offers barstool seating and passengers can 
use their laptops there, snacking on tasty 
tapas-type buffet food.
There’s a compact business zone, shower 
facilities, prayer rooms and even a fun and 
colourful kid’s lounge with heaps of toys 
and games – an excellent idea for premium 
travellers’ littlies.
The flight to AUH was full from front to 
back. The 777 has 8 individual First Class 
suites, 40 lay-flat Business Class seats in 
1-2-1 layout and 282 Economy Class seats 
configured 3-4-3.
The Business Class layout is interesting, 
with seats alternating – one hard against 
the window and the next close to the aisle, 
allowing your legs to be fully extended when 
lying flat. In the aisle seat you feel you could 
fall into the aisle, and you do feel people 
walking past you. I recommend the window 
seat, a great space because you are enclosed 

and private. 
While the service was very much the best I 
have experienced in a Business Class cabin 
for a long time, I rate the seat area as only 
comfortable. The large touch screen AVOD 
system delivers a great selection of movies, 
live TV and inflight cameras.
On this evening flight a full a la carte dinner 
menu was offered, with excellent choices 
and presentation. Meals are available at all 
times time during the flight and there is also 
kitchen anytime food. A great fresh steak 
sandwich was enjoyed from that menu. 
Etihad served outstanding food throughout 
this trip and its presentation was 
exceptional. It was also a fine introduction 
to Arabic cuisine. Two New Zealand wines 
were on the wine list – a Nuala Sauvignon 
Blanc from Marlborough and a Spy Valley 
Marlborough Pinot Noir. Champagne was 
Lanson Black Label. 
The fresh coffee anytime was excellent, with 
latte or cappuccino available.
After a comfortable sleep in provided 
pyjamas, an a la carte breakfast was served.
The crew were always there when you need 
them and very interested in your welfare, 
but left you alone at the right time. They are 
a credit to the airline and their customer 
service was first class. Arrival at Abu Dhabi 
required several circuits in a holding 
pattern, something later noted at the IATA 
conference, where the need for a better, 
uniform Gulf air traffic management system 
was promoted. 
A large new terminal is being built at AUH 
and you could see that this will be required 
very soon.
                                                  Pics | Peter Clark

http://www.lufthansaexperts.com
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Etihad, Air NZ maintenance deal
Codeshare partners Etihad Airways and Air 
New Zealand have signed a wide-ranging 
agreement to provide reciprocal line 
maintenance services in Melbourne and Los 
Angeles.
Etihad will soon perform all scheduled and 

non-scheduled line maintenance on Air NZ 
aircraft in Melbourne at its Tullamarine 
engineering facility.  In return, Air NZ is 
already performing full line maintenance for 
Etihad in Los Angeles.

Fiji Airways birthday
Fiji Airways last week marked the first 
anniversary of its rebrand with a birthday 
party at the Nadi International Airport 
hangar.
The airline’s 1009 staff members were 
commended for their collective efforts in 

seeing the restructured and redefined airline 
through its first year.
A massive cake display was assembled to 
commemorate the occasion, with an 
accompanying birthday rendition led by a 
local musician Big Wilz Lasaisuva.

CRUISE NEWS
Hurtigruten’s new 2015/16 brochure out now
Discover the World has introduced 
Hurtigruten’s ‘new look’ brochure, bigger and 
better and now showcasing all of 
Hurtigruten’s Norway Coastal Voyages as well 
as expeditions across the planet.
Hurtigruten’s flexible pricing structure means 
that the earlier your clients book the lower 
the voyage fare will be, with savings of up to 
25% off the voyage fare*, when booked by 
30SEP14. Each pricing tier is capacity 
controlled, so the earlier your clients book the 
bigger the savings.
Discover the World is the sole official sales, 
marketing and reservations representative for 
Hurtigruten in the region. To request a copy 
of the brochure, to make a booking or for 
more information contact Discover the 
World on (09) 623 4293 or email 
hurtigruten@discovertheworld.com.au
*Conditions apply. Contact Discover the 
World for full terms and conditions.

Big musical reviews on Carnival Freedom
Carnival Freedom is staging four new shows 
- productions that blend live performances 
with towering LED screens and special 
effects. All are presented in the ship’s 1,400-
seat Victoriana Show Lounge, which was 
renovated to accommodate the technology.
‘80s Pop to the Max’ channels music video 
hits from the 1980s, from the pop-rock of 
Duran Duran and Cindy Lauper to the soul 
of Whitney Houston and Michael Jackson.
‘Heart of Soul’ captures romantic moments 
with R&B and soul hits from singers like 

features a cocktail glass-spinning bartender 
and guitar soloist.
‘88 Keys: The Rock ‘n’ Roll Piano Show’ 
features sing-along hits from Billy Joel, Little 
Richard and Jerry Lee Lewis and others, as 
well as an appearance by Carnival Freedom’s 
own piano bar pianist.
For all Carnival Cruises info, pricing and 
bookings, call NZ Representative: Francis 
Travel Marketing on 0800 422 784 or
(09) 444 2298 or email 
reservations@francistravelmarketing.co.nz

Companion deal extended
Royal Caribbean’s Buy One Get One Up To 
50% Off* offer is being extended until 15JUL. 
Your clients can make big savings when 
they book a South Pacific, Australia & New 
Zealand cruise departing 2014 onwards or a 

worldwide cruise departing between 01SEP-
15DEC and also 01JAN15 onwards 
(excluding Quantum and Anthem of the Seas).
Click here for more information.

Leave them at home
Royal Caribbean reminds agents to brief their 
clients not to bring powerboards or irons with 
them when cruising on Royal Caribbean, 
Celebrity or Azamara Club voyages. Such 
items will be confiscated upon embarkation. 

For a full list of banned items, click here.  It 
includes such cruising ‘must-haves’ as hockey 
sticks, hookahs, handcuffs, coffee makers and 
bicycles. 

Aretha Franklin, Stevie 
Wonder, Otis Redding, Ray 
Charles and Al Green. In a 
twist, six passenger couples are 
chosen for a night of romance 
with VIP seats, champagne and 
flowers.
‘Getaway Island’ recreates 
popular beach movies of the 
1960s featuring three-
dimensional special effects 
with music from Jimmy Buffet, 
Bob Marley, the Beach Boys 
and others. The show also 

http://www.royalcaribbean.com.au/dealsandmore/featuredCruises/selectLandingPromo.do?promoCode=131528&wuc=NZL&cid=E_RoyalMail_eDM_T_20140625_Intro_text_LP_1
http://www.royalcaribbean.com.au/customersupport/faq/details.do?pagename=frequently_asked_questions&pnav=5&pnav=2&faqType=faq&faqSubjectId=348&faqSubjectName=Luggage+%26+Luggage+Tags&faqId=2608&wuc=AUS&cid=E_RoyalMail_eDM_T_20140206_Special_text_LP_1
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Your clients can start off 2015 with Holland 
America Line’s 90-night “Passage to the Far 
East” voyage on ms Rotterdam. New pricing* 
means they can choose between an Interior 
Stateroom (MM) from $13,399pp share twin; 
an Oceanview Stateroom (G) from $16,299 or 
a Verandah (BB) from $26,899.
From the port of Rotterdam they’ll sail east 
with calls at Portugal, Morocco, Spain, Malta 
and Greece, before a daylight transit of the 
Suez Canal. Following relaxing sea days, 
they’ll stop at Muscat, Oman, and Dubai, 
before reaching India. After several calls in 
India, they’ll make their way to Thilawa 
(Rangoon) for an overnight visit. 
The Far East is then extensively explored with 
the ship calling at ports in Singapore, 
Indonesia and Malaysia before sailing back 
to Sri Lanka, India, Oman, Jordan and Egypt. 
During the voyage, there are overnights at 
Port Klang, Colombo, Mumbai, Bali and 
Singapore. Following a transit through the 
Suez Canal, Rotterdam calls at ports in Italy 
and Spain before returning to the Netherlands.
Alternatively, your clients may like to cruise 

a roundtrip from Southampton, England, 
departing 08JAN15 for an 88-night voyage. 
There are also segments ranging from 34 
to 55 nights available between Rotterdam, 
Southampton and Singapore.
Click here for the flyer and call NZ 
Representative: Francis Travel Marketing on 
0800 422 784 | (09) 444 2298 or email 
reservations@francistravelmarketing.co.nz
*Cruise prices are per person, in NZ 
Dollars, share twin, based on selected 
stateroom categories. Prices include port 
taxes & government fees (correct as at 
16JUN14) and all applicable discounts. All 
fares and taxes are subject to change without
notice up until full payment is received. 
Airfares & gratuities are additional. Price for 
cash and cheque payments only. Valid for new 
bookings only. Special conditions, currency 
fluctuations and availability restrictions may 
apply. All pricing is subject to availability at 
time of booking. Additional terms and 
conditions apply. Sales to 14AUG14 or until 
sold out.

CLICK HERE

Lyttelton port priorities worry tourism industry
The Press reports that “very concerned” 
tourism and cruise ship industry 
representatives will lobby Lyttelton port to 
reconsider its decision not to build a cruise 
terminal for Christchurch without outside 
funding. 
Christchurch and Canterbury Tourism chief 
executive Tim Hunter is quoted as saying a 
terminal is necessary for a city recovering 
from the earthquakes and CCT will prepare 
an argument to present to the port. 
The tourism industry would work on an 
economic case in the next three to four weeks, 
then present that model to the port, 
Christchurch City Council and the 
Canterbury Earthquake Recovery Authority. 
He said last summer’s cruise season was 
worth “about $19 million of actual money 
forked out on tourism activities and 
attractions” to the province. 
Lyttelton Port of Christchurch chief executive 
Peter Davie last week said the port has put a 
dedicated cruise ship terminal on the back-
burner, saying it made no financial sense to 

invest in a specialist wharf that could cost in 
the order of $40-45m. 
Cruise New Zealand general manager 
Raewyn Tan told The Press her industry lobby 
group would also be talking intently to LPC 
in the coming months. 
Mr Hunter said cruise visits were growing, 
with around a quarter of recent Australian 
holiday arrivals into Canterbury coming via a 
cruise ship rather than aircraft. 
So far Akaroa had performed “very, very 
well” as a destination but there was a danger 
visits would drop as larger cruise ships were 
introduced. 
These new vessels did not have the ability to 
take passengers to shore via tenders as was 
done now by smaller ships visiting Akaroa. 

http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
www.promail.co.nz/link.php?M=809662&N=5240&L=6900&F=H
www.promail.co.nz/link.php?M=809662&N=5240&L=6900&F=H
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Un-Cruise wine-lover cruises
Un-Cruise Adventures’ 88-passenger S.S. 
Legacy will sail a new wine-themed itinerary 
on four departures along the Columbia and 
Snake Rivers in 2015. Sailing round-trip from 
Portland, Oregon, the cruise blends the 
scenery of four rivers with visits to nine 
wineries.
The week-long ‘Ameritage! Four Rivers of 
Wine & History’ itinerary will depart 15AUG, 
22AUG, 29AUG and 05SEP15 and cruises 
the Columbia, Snake, Willamette and Palouse 
rivers and highlights Washington and Oregon 
wine regions including Walla Walla. A local 
wine expert will be on board for the week to 
lead presentations and tastings.
Tastings at nine wineries are included in the 
cruise fare.

Un-Cruise CEO Capt. Dan Blanchard says 
“The diversity of experience found in the 
Columbia River region is phenomenal —
waterfalls, Lewis and Clark history, 
monuments and museums, rain forest and 
wheat fields, locks and dams, but also world-
class appellations and wineries.
He adds that the new itinerary dedicates more 
time ashore to visit wineries, and other 
excursions explore Multnomah Falls, 
eclectic Maryhill Museum, Hanford 
Interpretive Center and Whitman Mission. 
A skiff ride travels into a scenic canyon to 
Palouse Falls.
For more information contact Adventure 
World on 0508 496 753 or visit 
www.adventureworld.com.

Costa signs with Trenitalia
Costa Cruises has signed a strategic 
partnership agreement with rail operator 
Trenitalia that aims to facilitate cruise 
passenger rail transfers to several Costa 
turnaround ports in Italy.
Under the Rail&Cruise initiative, which starts 
today and runs through to the end of 2015, 
passengers and travel agents will be able to 
book a cruise with a special train fare on 
Trenitalia’s Frecce, including the new 

Frecciabianca connection Turin-Trieste. 
Costa’s guests will travel in reserved coaches 
and benefit from inclusive services, such as 
door-to-cabin luggage handling, a station/
port/station transfer service, and on board 
plus luggage insurance.
Rail&Cruise will be available on Trenitalia’s 
Frecce train connections serving Naples, 
Civitavecchia, Bari, Venice and Trieste.

Sell two and go too
Wild Earth Travel is inviting agents to 
experience the wonders of the South Pacific 
for themselves. All they need to do is book 
any two paying passengers on the Secrets of 
Melanesia (Solomon Islands and Vanuatu) 
voyage in OCT14 and go for free*, travelling 
with Wild Earth general manager and voyage 
expedition leader Aaron Russ and discover 
this tropical paradise.

And to make it even easier to sell, Wild Earth 
is also offering a US$500 flight credit for all 
new bookings on Secrets of Melanesia. 
Email info@wildearth-travel.com for more 
information. 
*Offer includes Run of Ship berth worth 
$US5995. Flights, travel insurance and costs 
of a personal nature excluded. Subject to 
availability.

HOSPITALITY
Book those beds with Bookabed
Multi-award-winning, independent supplier 
bookabed.com.au says it has already signed 
up its first tranche of New Zealand agents 
keen to access its sharply-priced 
accommodation rates, and is reminding 
consultants they have until the end of this 
month to benefit from the special incentives 
on offer for new bookings.
Bookabed claims an array of good reasons to 
use their system, including the fact they have 

exclusive rates and contracts for popular 
hotels in Europe, Asia and the US. They 
directly contract US city hotels, with 
unbeatable rates for New York City and Las 
Vegas.
Bookabed rates are Net or Gross @ 15% 
commissionable in NZD or AUD.
Click here to download the flyer and be sure 
to register for online access by emailing 
bev@bookabed.com.au.

New identity for Hamilton hotel
The former Comfort Inn Southern Cross 
Hamilton now has a new name – Abbots 
Hamilton – Hotel and Conference Centre.
The property, a family owned and operated 
business that has been operating for 13 years, 
has stepped out from under the Comfort Inn 
brand to market itself independently.
Abbots Hamilton – Hotel and Conference 
Centre, a four star self rated facility with 31 
guestrooms and two conference rooms, 
offers customers a hotel experience with 
motel convenience.

It is within easy walking distance to 
Hamilton’s CBD, restaurants, café and theatre 
precincts. It is also close to Waikato Stadium, 
Claudelands Event Centre and Sneddon Park.
Accommodation options include King and 
Single, Executive Super King, Superior Spa, 
Executive Balcony and Family rooms.
Guests enjoy access to high speed Wi-Fi, an 
in-house entertainment system with access to 
over 200 + channels and movies and Abbots 
Café for in-house dining. There is free on-site 
parking too.

Millbrook Resort scores on Wotif.com
Queenstown’s Millbrook Resort is considered 
New Zealand’s best hotel, based on an 
analysis by Wotif.com of more than 180,000 
New Zealand customer reviews.
Millbrook achieved an average guest score of 
4.74 out of five based on 182 reviews, which 
also makes the resort the number one hotel in 
Queenstown as well as New Zealand.
Wotif.com Australia and New Zealand 
product director Donna Rodios said, “Some 
of the most popular words used to describe 

Millbrook Resort on guest reviews are 
testament to its high standards, with the likes 
of  ‘outstanding location’, ‘immaculate’, ‘go the 
extra mile’ and ‘remarkable service’ making a 
regular appearance.”

http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/north-america/north-america/usa/tours/ameritage-four-rivers-of-wine-history/
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/north-america/north-america/usa/tours/ameritage-four-rivers-of-wine-history/
http://www.wildearth-travel.com/trip/hxp-secrets-of-melanesia/
http://www.wildearth-travel.com/trip/hxp-secrets-of-melanesia/
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=1512
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PEARL’S PEARLER
The trouble with doing nothing is that 
you never know when you are finished.

INDUSTRY
Regency Tourism named as Asia Pacific 
Travel Marketing Services NZ GSA 
Asia Pacific Travel Marketing Services 
(APTMS) is expanding its presence in New 
Zealand with the appointment of Regency 
Tourism Marketing as its NZ GSA, effective 
from today 01JUL.
APTMS representation portfolio includes 
Alamo Rent A Car (North America), 
Discover Hawaii Tours (Hawaii), El Monte 
RV (North America), Aston Hotels & Resorts 
(Hawaiian Islands, Lake Tahoe, Lake Las 
Vegas & Orlando), Peirce & Leslie (India) and 
recent addition, EagleRider Motorcycle Tours 
(USA, Canada, Brazil, Australia and New 
Zealand).
Managing Director of APTMS, Kylee Kay, 
says “I am absolutely thrilled to be working in 
partnership with Regency Tourism Marketing
- their knowledge of the important and ever-
growing NZ marketplace and our primary 
product destinations of Hawaii & USA is 
second to none. 
“Our representation will be managed by Gaye 
Wood, Regency’s Director- Global Product 

& Services whose 
background as the 
NZ Sales Director 
of premier global 
companies such as 
Hilton Hotels & 
Resorts and 
American Airlines
provides the ideal 
experience and 

Gaye Wood

knowledge to take APTMS’ products forward 
in New Zealand.”  
Gaye Wood adds “We’re delighted to be 
representing APTMS in New Zealand and 
their portfolio of well known and reputable 
companies.”
NZ Reservations – 5 days a week: 
0800 589 332; reservations@aptms.com.au
www.aptms.com.au                     
Regency Tourism Marketing - 
M: +64 (0) 21 026 43100; 
gwood@regencytourism.com

Serko Online selected by Queensland Govt 
Serko Online has been selected by the 
Queensland State Government to support 
its corporate travel program, taking over its 
Travel Management System on a two-year 
contract. 
Darrin Grafton, Serko Online CEO says “We 

have worked hard over the last year to bring 
in low-cost carrier content and deliver key 
features such as airline stored credit 
management and post ticketing changes that 
differentiate Serko from other travel booking 
suppliers.”

MAS Enrich Voyager strategy game
Enrich members now have the option to win 
free Enrich miles every month playing the 
new Enrich Voyager strategy game on 
Malaysia Airlines’ Facebook page. 
Enrich Voyager is the latest game from 
the airline’s frequent flyer program, and 
is built on the success of last year’s Enrich 
Round-The-World Challenge, in which over 
7,000,000 Enrich miles were given away to the 
winners. 
The interactive game enables players to travel 
virtually to redeem miles and earn tier status. 
This time around, players will immerse 

themselves in the oneworld environment 
as they will need to ‘fly’ around the world 
on Malaysia Airlines and oneworld partner 
airlines. 
To celebrate the launch of the game, Enrich 
is giving first time players 500 Enrich miles 
which will be credited to their account one 
their Enrich membership has been verified 
via the Enrich Voyager game, from now until 
5July. Terms and conditions apply. 
To sign up for Enrich, visit 
http://www.malaysiaairlines.com.

Reduced Wellington Airport charges welcome
Air New Zealand welcomes Wellington 
International Airport’s decision to reduce 
landing fees following a Commerce 
Commission report concluding previously set 
charges were excessive.
Air New Zealand Group General Manager 
Airports John Whittaker says: “The airline is 
pleased that Wellington Airport has reduced 
its pricing but remains concerned that the 
current regulatory regime does not 
adequately and efficiently ensure that 
excessive charges like those originally 
planned for Wellington are avoided.” 

The airline supports the call by the Board 
of Airline Representatives New Zealand 
(BARNZ) for a review by the Government of 
the current light-handed regulatory regime 
on major airport pricing. 
“These changes follow a one-off review 
process by the Commerce Commission 
that will not occur again under the current 
legislation.  It is also of great concern that this 
outcome has taken well over two years.
“Fair airport pricing is a key factor in 
ensuring the travelling public enjoys the 
lowest possible airfares,” Mr Whittaker says.


