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Azamara Quest coming to NZ
Boutique cruise line Azamara Club Cruises has announced that it 
will deploy the Azamara Quest to New Zealand waters for the first 
time in early 2016 for a maiden 16-night voyage from Sydney to 
Auckland.
Azamara Club Cruises, owned by the same company as Royal 
Caribbean International, is a luxury cruising brand that offers 
itineraries featuring longer and more overnight stays in port so that 
guests can experience each destination more fully. 
Azamara Quest will include New Zealand ports in two itineraries: 
>  a 16-night itinerary departing from Sydney on 15JAN15 and 
ending  in Auckland on 31JAN15
>  a 13-night itinerary departing from Auckland on 31JAN15 and 
finishing in Sydney on 13FEB15. 
As well as calling on Australian ports, Azamara Quest will visit the 
Bay of Islands, Auckland, Napier, Tauranga, Wellington, Picton, 
Akaroa, Dunedin, and Milford Sound on both cruises.
The Azamara Quest is a mid-sized ship with a double occupancy 
of 694 guests but comes with luxurious amenities such as English 
trained butlers, boutique wines, and specialty coffees and teas. The 
ship will be repositioning to the region in December 2015 from 
Bali, Indonesia.
The Azamara Club Cruises 2015/16 program is now open for sale.

http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/travel-oregon-special/
http://www.koreanair.com
http://goo.gl/NfcnHG
http://www.exoticholidays.co.nz
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AATKings

 Book early,  
save and smile  
with AAT Kings.

Save up to $612 per couple 
when you pay in full on or before 7 July 2014*
•	 Relax	on	a	scenic	cruise	around		

the	Bay	of	Islands
•	 Experience	a	traditional	Maori		

Hangi	and	concert
•	 Cruise	on	majestic	Milford	Sound
•	 Choose	from	a	range	of	included	

activities	in	Queenstown
•	 Enjoy	a	ride	on	board	the		

TranzAlpine	Train

Best of New Zealand

*Conditions Apply

18 day Guided Holiday from 
$5249per	person	twin	share*	

Auckland	to	Christchurch
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TIA appoints new Chief Executive
The Tourism Industry Association
New Zealand has announced the 
appointment of a new chief 
executive – Chris Roberts (right), 
currently General Manager 
Corporate Affairs at Tourism 
New Zealand.
TIA chairman Grant Lilly says 
he is delighted to have secured a 
high quality chief executive for 
the organisation. The appointment
follows an extensive recruitment process 
which attracted high calibre applicants.
Mr Roberts has been in his current role for 
two years. In that role he has had 
responsibility for government relations, 

media relations and New 
Zealand stakeholder engagement. 
He is also chairman of i-SITE 
New Zealand.
His first direct involvement with 
the tourism sector was in 2000, 
when he worked for the Minister 
of Tourism. At that time he was 
involved in the development of 
Tourism 2010, the first attempt 
to have a co-ordinated industry 

strategy.
Mr Roberts takes up his new role in mid-July. 
TIA chief operating officer Chris McGeown 
will continue as acting chief executive until 
then.

New tourism options on Auckland Harbour
Explore Group has announced a new tourism 
product on Auckland’s harbour with daily 
departures to the islands of the Hauraki Gulf 
on its powercat Discovery 5 beginning in July.
The new product will provide visitors with 
transport to Rangitoto, Motutapu 
and Waiheke, with plans for further 
stops to be added in future. Offerings 
will be entirely tourism focussed 
and include comprehensive options 
for day return trips as well as for 
longer stays.
Explore Group managing director
William Goodfellow says he 
believes this new product has huge 
potential for development, working 
alongside the Department of 
Conservation, iwi interests and 
environmental groups, as the 

company does in the Bay of Islands.
Discovery 5 is being brought down from the 
Bay of Islands and anticipated high demand 
for the new Auckland offering will see 
additional vessels deployed in the future.

Plenty of inspiration 
at MEETINGS
Event organisers searching for fresh 
inspiration will find it at MEETINGS 
2014 at Auckland’s ASB Showgrounds, 
says Conventions and Incentives New 
Zealand.
The two-day exhibition 18-19JUN, 
organised by CINZ, showcases all aspects 
of New Zealand’s business events industry 
and is a one-stop shop for event 
organisers.
Registration is free and event organisers 
can attend as day buyers on either the 
Wednesday or Thursday, says Event 
Manager, Jeanette Stanton.
They will have access to more than 180 
exhibitors spread across two pavilions and 
can roam at their leisure.
Day buyers attending on either of the 
exhibition days have the opportunity to 
register for a gourmet lunch courtesy of 
Millennium Hotels & Resorts, with MC 
Mark Hadlow of “The Hobbit” fame.
Afterwards day buyers can stay on for 
MEETINGS’ Speaker Showcase. 
For details and registration visit 
www.meetings.co.nz/daybuyer. 
“We will confirm your registration and 
have a registration pack ready for your 
arrival at ASB Showgrounds,” says Ms 
Stanton.
Parking at the Showgrounds during 
MEETINGS is free.

http://guidedtours.aatkings.com/assets/specials-flyers/10353-NZ-Early-Bird-NZD-5ps.pdf
http://guidedtours.aatkings.com/assets/specials-flyers/10353-NZ-Early-Bird-NZD-5ps.pdf
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Auckland hikes visitor economy target
Auckland’s visitor economy is booming and 
new targets have been set.
The targets, adjusted to better reflect the 
current value of the visitor economy, feature 
in the revised Auckland Visitor Plan being 
developed by ATEED, on behalf of Auckland 
Council. 
The plan sees the Auckland’s visitor economy 
grow 50%, from a $4.8 billion industry in 
2012 to a $7.2 billion annually in 2021, or 
4.6% per annum. 

ATEED chief executive Brett O’Riley says 
“Over the next decade it is estimated that 
Auckland’s inbound air capacity will need to 
grow by around 200,000 seats per year and 
Auckland will need up to 3,400 new hotel 
rooms by 2021.”
The new targets will be achieved by increasing
international visitor receipts from $2.46 
billion in 2012 to $4.23 billion in 2021, and 
growing domestic tourism receipts from 
$2.37 billion in 2012 to $3 billion in 2021.

The Edge now Auckland Live
Auckland entertainment organisation The 
Edge is being rebranded.
To be known as Auckland Live, the council-
controlled business unit is funded by 
Regional Facilities Auckland, which operates 
the Aotea Centre, The Civic, the Town Hall 
and the Bruce Mason Centre and a number of 
stadium venues.
The change is aimed at boosting Auckland’s 
positioning as a live-entertainment destination 
and Auckland Live, which generates $36m a 
year in ticket sales, will also put more 
emphasis on making money from ancillary 
activities such as food and beverage. 
Auckland Live director Robbie Macrae told 
the NZ Herald that more than a million 
visitors attended events under The Edge’s 
umbrella over the past year, and hit musicals 

Wicked and Mary Poppins attracted more 
than 79,000 visitors to Auckland. 
Macrae told Newstalk ZB that after a 
successful summer where they helped 
produce Eminem, Bruce Springsteen and the 
Big Day Out, they want to attract more 
blockbuster international acts here.

The new logo

Auckland continues to gear up to high end shopping 
tourists with more big name stores set to open. 
Prada and Christian Dior are planning Auckland 
stores to join the existing Louis Vuitton and Gucci 
outlets, and now the New Zealand Herald reports 
British fashion retailer Topshop and its menswear 
spin-off Topman is to open a sizeable store on 
Queen Street later this year.

AAT Kings adds three Short Breaks, Shenandoah visits
AAT Kings’ all-new 2014/15 New Zealand 
holiday program’s Short Breaks have been 
expanded with three new itineraries.
> A 4-day East Meets West showcasing some 
of Auckland’s best food and wine with 
tastings on Waiheke Island and in Kumeu
> The 6-day Alpine Adventure offering 
touring from Christchurch to Queenstown 
via Mt Cook
> The 5-day Hollyford Walk from Queenstown 
and including world-class hiking, lodge 
accommodation plus a Hollyford River Jet 
Boat Ride and a Milford Sound Scenic Flight. 
There are a total of seven Kiwi Short Breaks to 
choose from ranging from four to seven days 
with a standard or first class level of 
accommodation option for each. These are 
part of AAT Kings’ new 52 Brilliant Breaks 
across Australia and New Zealand, one for 
every week of the year.
AAT Kings Guided Holidays now include 
a new ‘You’re Invited’ dining experience at 
Shenandoah, a Victorian station villa just 
outside Wellington, where hosts Simon and 

Claudia welcome guests to the site of where 
early settlers to New Zealand made contact 
with the locals. Guests learn about the history 
and look around the property, which these 
days includes a private collection of Harley 
Davidson motor cycles and a museum before 
enjoying an afternoon tea in the garden and 
a short walk to see local wildlife including 
pheasants, peacocks and friendly Highland 
cows. 
The 18-day Best of New Zealand, 15-day New 
Zealand Splendour and 8-day Northern 
Discovery Guided Holidays visit Shenandoah.
Check out new videos of three of AAT Kings’ 
New Zealand Tour Directors Bridget, JP and 
Kevin on the brand’s YouTube channel as 
the local characters bring New Zealand to 
life. AAT Kings has also recently started an 
Instagram account and you can follow AAT 
Kings on Twitter and Facebook and search for 
#smilekings across all social media channels. 
From OCT14, free Wi-Fi will also be available 
on AAT Kings coaches in New Zealand.

Patriarch of Parnell Village honoured with statue
Les Harvey, the eccentric property developer 
whose passion for heritage buildings saw him 
create the city’s first real tourist precinct, 
Parnell Village, has been honoured with a 
statue.  It was unveiled last Friday in the brick 
courtyard outside Antoine’s restaurant in the 
heart of the Village Les created. The occasion 
was attended by a big crowd, some sporting 
panama hats and gerberas, in a nod to his 
favoured get-up.
Harvey, who died in 1994, showed Aucklanders 
that there was an alternative to their acceptance 
of developers whose demolition of historic 
pubs and old shops was a growing trend. In 

re-purposing Victorian villas, and foraging 
for demolition materials and old bricks, he 
created a magical labyrinth of boutique shops 
with bay windows, cafes with balconies and 
awnings, gardens and sunny courtyards  - 
places that have pulled locals and tourists in 
big numbers ever since. 
His Parnell Village became the template for 
the whole street and, along with his other 
quirky development on the corner of Victoria 
and Albert Streets, encouraged the same in 
Ponsonby and elsewhere, helping preserve 
some of Auckland’s early character and 
making it a more attractive city.      

http://www.youtube.com/user/aatkings
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Ngai Tahu moves at Franz Josef 
The Greymouth Star reports that the first sod 
has been turned on Ngai Tahu’s latest multi-
million development at Franz Josef Glacier.
Site clearance has begun for the new $1.5 
million base for Franz Josef Glacier Guides, 
with the $2.3 million i-SITE and Department 
of Conservation area office to go alongside.
The new complex will merge with Ngai Tahu’s 
existing $8m Glacier Hot Pools complex at 

the northern end of the township in a 
deliberate move away from the Alpine Fault 
zone covering much of the existing village.
Both buildings are expected to be completed 
by Christmas.
Ngai Tahu Tourism’s $24m five-star Te 
Waonui Forest Retreat also forms part of the 
development.

RV Rampage to showcase NZ to millions
New Zealand will be showcased to an 
international audience of millions following
the world premiere of Travel Channel’s new 
entertainment series, RV Rampage, this 
Thursday.
The 10-part series, filmed in 10 locations 
around the country last year will screen on 
the Travel Channel, available in 130 countries 
across the UK, Europe, Middle East, Africa 
and Asia Pacific to a potential audience of 200 
million viewers.
The series is hosted by Henry Cole, seasoned 
Travel Channel host and presenter of World’s 
Greatest Motorcycle Rides, and presenter and 
broadcaster Amanda Byram of Total Wipeout, 
The Swan and Big Breakfast fame.
In the show, they host five international teams 
of two who battle it out to be crowned the 
ultimate adventurer. They share three maui 
motorhomes for the duration of the trip and, 

pushed to the limit, undertake challenges 
designed to immerse them in the culture and 
lifestyle of NZ and ‘rampage challenges’ to 
test them mentally and physically.
The series was made with support from 
Tourism New Zealand, ten RTOs and Holiday 
Parks Association of New Zealand. 
RV Rampage premieres 22MAY at 7.30pm on 
SKY Channel 25.

GST-free meetings in NZ
Tourism New Zealand has announced a series 
of seminars across the east coast of Australia, 
with the aim of helping companies understand 
the benefits of holding their next event in 
New Zealand.
The free workshops, to be operated in 
partnership with Inland Revenue NZ, will 

take place in Brisbane, Melbourne and 
Sydney 03-05JUN.
Business Events News says they will focus 
on the recent changes to the NZ Goods and 
Services Act which now allows non-resident 
businesses to register for and claim back GST 
incurred on their events held in New Zealand.

Melbourne to host ATE 2015 
Melbourne is to host Australian Tourism 
Exchange 2015.
Tourism Australia managing director John 
O’Sullivan says the economic benefits of 
hosting the five-day event would be 
immediate.
“The host city can expect an immediate 
injection of $10 million in to the local 
economy during the week of hosting ATE. 
However, longer term the event’s impact is far 
and wide reaching as it provides a platform to 
further grow the $28 billion that is generated 
annually by international visitors.”

Banyan Tree hotel 
for Gold Coast
Singaporean hotel giant Banyan Tree Group 
will build the Gold Coast’s first five-star hotel 
since the GFC after paying a record price for 
land on the Esplanade at Surfers Paradise. 
The Gold Coast Bulletin reports that the 
group paid A$11.5 million for two beach-
front blocks, at 158 and 162 The Esplanade. 
It would be the first hotel in Australia for the 
group, which has luxury hotels across the 
world. 
Plans for the oceanfront land include a luxury 
hotel and serviced residential apartments 
built under a new Banyan Group brand that 
will deliver high-end accommodation to meet 
the growing Chinese tourist market.

http://www.togahotels.com
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Luxe trekking launches on Sunshine Coast
One of Australia’s most spectacular – and 
most accessible – nature walks, the Sunshine 
Coast Hinterland Great Walk, is now offering 
a ‘luxe trekking’ option for those who want to 
mix their nature ramble with deluxe 
accommodation, indulgent spa baths, and 
fine food and wine.
The 58km Great Walk heads over the peaks 
and ravines of the Blackall Range, linking 
several national parks and forest reserves. 
There are steep sections, but nothing extreme, 
with the trails excellently maintained and 
signposted. Along the way, walkers can view 
the Kondillila Falls, cool off in a rainforest 
rock pool or experience the meandering Obi 
Obi Gorge. 
30 minutes from the airport at Maroochydore, 
the Sunshine Coast Hinterland Great Walk 
can be walked in day or half-day sections.
Narrows Escape Rainforest Retreat (above) 
near Montville, adjacent to the Hinterland 
Great Walk, is offering a 3-day/2-night Luxe 
Trekking package.
It includes two nights in a rainforest pavilion 
with dining facilities, spa bath, lounge room 
and veranda. On their first afternoon, guests 
can be transferred for a short introductory 
self-guided walk, or they can explore the 

villages of Montville and Maleny. Dinner on 
the first night is at a local restaurant, with 
transfers included.
Day two starts with breakfast in the pavilion
followed by a mid-morning departure for a 
guided 5hr walk from Lake Baroon to 
Kondalilla Falls. It includes a gourmet picnic 
lunch en route and ends at the rock-pool at 
Kondalilla Falls with a swim and champagne 
before returning to Narrows Escape for a 
BBQ dinner on their pavilion veranda.
Day three explores the Conondale Great Walk 
near Kenilworth in the Hinterland. OffBeat 
Eco Tours conducts the half-day tour starting
with a 4WD river crossing, then a guided 
walk to view the remarkable Strangler Cairn 
artwork. The walk covers many aspects of 
local indigenous history and culture and 
includes a bush-tucker inspired morning tea 
along the walk. 
The package is priced at A$1500 per couple. 
An optional champagne Sunset Tour of the 
new Maleny Botanic Gardens, with transfers, 
a private aviary tour, champagne and (local) 
cheese platter, and picnic blanket to watch 
sunset over the Glasshouse Mountains is 
available for A$245 per couple.  
www.narrowsescape.com.au

See Vivid Sydney from A$10 to $169
Vivid Sydney runs 23MAY-09JUN14 and for 
the first time the harbour itself will become 
a canvas for brightly lit vessels that change 
colour as they cruise. Captain Cook Cruises 
flagship `Sydney 2000’ has a starring role with 
the Vivid Sydney logo emblazoned in lights 
on its side. 
The full fleet will offer your clients a great 
choice of sightseeing and dinner cruises. 
Another first for 2014 is a nightly hop on 
hop off ferry service running between all the 

Vivid Sydney foreshore precincts with 
unlimited travel for A$10 per night.

Seminar focuses on Queensland events
One of Queensland’s best known and most 
experienced proponents of business events 
has been confirmed as a seminar presenter at 
Convene Q on 29JUL.
Sandra Passaro is currently director - business 
and strategic events with Tourism & Events 
Queensland and has spent more than 25 years 
in tourism working in both the public and 
private sectors. 
She will present a seminar detailing how 
Tourism & Events Queensland can help 
professional conference organisers and others 
win their next bid. She will also address how 
organisers can get the most out of their 
business event in the state. 
Passaro will speak from 11.30am until 12 
noon during the expo, which is being held 
at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition 
Centre. Organisers say a second speaker will 
be announced soon for the afternoon seminar 
session.
Convene Q presents Queensland to 
Queenslanders – giving a full range of 
meeting, function incentive products and 
services to the local market. At the same time, 
it will attract organisers from Melbourne, 
Sydney, Auckland and other parts of 

Australasia who are planning business events 
in Queensland.
Organisations recently confirmed as 
exhibitors at Convene Q include the Sunshine 
Coast Convention Bureau and The Palm 
House in the Whitsunday Islands region. 
They join exhibitors as diverse as One&Only 
Hayman, Dreamworld, Destination Ipswich, 
Solution Red and Visit Logan (to name just a 
few).
South East Queensland based corporate 
meeting planners, association executives, 
professional conference organisers and others 
who organise business events can register to 
attend here.  
Events organisers from outside the greater 
Brisbane area can apply to be hosted buyers at 
Convene Q here.  
For more information contact Stu Freeman 
stu@promag.co.nz ph ++64 9 818 7807 or 
Allyssa Eastaugh allyssa@promag.co.nz

Sandra Passaro

http://email.sealinktravelgroup.com.au/t/ViewEmail/r/15A73E27DD3A49722540EF23F30FEDED/FD1CD6BCEF582FE7942A2DF08F503B7C
http://www.convenequeensland.com/local-buyer
http://www.convenequeensland.com/hosted-buyer 
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Tahiti Tourisme decision
Gina Bunton, Asia-Pacific regional manager 
for Tahiti Tourisme, has announced that 
Robert Thompson Enterprises has been 
appointed to represent the NTO in the New 
Zealand market as of 01JUN14. Its director, 
Robert Thompson is no stranger to the New 
Zealand market and to the representation of 
Tahiti Tourisme.
Until 31MAY, Mrs Raumati Barbara, director 
of Coconuts Travel Marketing, and her team 

will continue to ensure the representation of 
Tahiti Tourisme on the New Zealand market 
and pursue all promotional and marketing 
activities planned until then, says Ms Bunton.  
“I take this opportunity to personally thank 
Raumati and the Coconuts Travel Marketing
team for their commitment and support to 
promote the destination over the past two 
years,” she adds.

New eco-lodge blueprint for Solomons
Solomon Islands Visitors Bureau (SIVB) CEO 
Jo Tuamoto has described the newly opened 
Titiru Eco Lodge in Rendova, Western 
Province, as providing a perfect example of 
how tourism plant in the Solomon Islands 
needs to be developed into the future.
“Geographically and culturally we offer the 
world a unique product,” Mr Tuamoto said.
“While currently we may only be a small 
destination on the world tourism map, we 
know and we have been quick to realise that 

delivering the right type of product and 
catering to the right kind of traveller will play 
a major part in our aspirations for the local 
tourism industry.” 
Comprising four bungalows, Titiru Eco Lodge 
is located on the north coast of Rendova 
Island, a 20-minute boat ride from Munda 
Airport which is serviced daily by Solomon 
Airlines domestic services.
www.titiruecolodge.com

Visitor numbers to the Cook Islands last month were the second-highest on 
record for an April month, continuing a trend of growth in the country’s biggest 
industry.
The latest stats show 9003 people visited the Cooks in APR14, up 3.7% on APR13.
The highest number of visitors for an April was in 2012 - considered a bumper 
year – when 9294 people travelled to the Cooks.

Apia – Vava’u flights delayed  
The commencement of direct flights between 
Apia and Vava’u originally targeting 05JUL 
has been delayed, according to a Talamua 
report.
Tonga’s Deputy Prime Minister Samiu 
Va’apulu was in Apia last week meeting with 
the Prime Minister Tuilaepa Sailele 
Malielegaoi and spoke enthusiastically about 
the flights to local media.
Va’apulu said the direct flights will be much 
cheaper for Samoans and Tongans than flying 
via Fiji and Auckland.
He said direct flights with Polynesian Airlines 
Twin Otter aircraft were planned to 
commence with travel by a delegation invited 
for the Tongan King’s birthday on 04JUL.
However, Polynesian Airlines CEO Taua Fatu 
Tielu told Talamua that flights have been 

delayed as the timing coincides with several 
weeks of major maintenance for the aircraft.
He also said that while the Tongan routes 
have been in PH sights for some time, the 
airline needs to service its lucrative Apia/Pago 
market using the same planes.
The plan is for Real Tonga Airlines to bring 
the passengers from Tongatapu and outer 
islands to Vava’u for Polynesian to fly to 
Samoa.

http://nz.aircalin.com/billet-noumea.php
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Open-date Tivua Island Day 
Cruise, Sunset Dinner
Including the Captain Cook Cruises 
Tivua Island Day cruise and Sunset 
dinner cruise in all mainland packages 
you sell has never been easier, says Anne 
Radonich.  Both cruises can be booked 
“Open Dated”.  The Tivua Island Day 
cruise departs daily and Sunset Dinner 
cruise on Sunday, Wednesday and Friday.  
Include both in a booking and qualify for 
a special reduced rate.
For those with clients staying on Fiji’s 
Coral Coast who have their last night 
in Nadi due to an early flight the next 
day, there’s now a free return pick up at a 
Coral Coast hotel or drop off at a 
Denarau hotel when booking a Tivua 
Island Day cruise.  CCC can store their 
luggage at their office for the day.

US$3m investment for Koro
Koro Sun Resort & Rainforest Spa on Fiji’s northern island of Vanua Levu 
has introduced Eden On The Edge packages to celebrate the completion 
of its ten new Edgewater bures and six Edgewater villas.

The individually-designed Fijian-styled spaces, which cost US$3 million to 
build within the waterfront resort, were launched in March.
Koro’s Eden On The Edge packages start at USD525 per couple, per night, 
representing a 30% discount on standard rates.

New-look Fiji Princess
Fiji’s Blue Lagoon Cruises flagship vessel Fiji Princess relaunches this 
month after a FJ$1.2 million refurbishment.

The 68-berth, purpose-built cruise ship has undergone a complete interior redesign 
in keeping with the company’s nautical theme.
Combined with new three to seven day itineraries throughout the Yasawa Islands, 
Blue Lagoon claims the refurbished flagship will raise the bar on small ship cruising 
experiences in Fiji.

New Malomalo meeting house
Building on its longstanding partnership
with the Malomalo community, 
InterContinental Fiji Golf Resort & Spa 
has contributed to the construction of a 
traditional Vale ni Vanua meeting house.

A celebration of Malomalo’s rich heritage, 
the Vale ni Vanua will be open to 
InterContinental Fiji guests through new 
village tours. These include an authentic 
kava ceremony (sevusevu) and insights 
into Fijian history.
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Levuka – Fiji’s historic port town
On the Fijian island of Ovalau, 60km north 
east of Suva and 20km of the Viti Levu coast, 
is Levuka, the country’s first UNESCO World 
Heritage Site.
Levuka Historical Port Town began in the 
1820s as a trading port and was the first 
colonial capital of Fiji between 1874 and 1882. 
During those years and later, Levuka grew to 
house warehouses, bond stores, banks, hotels, 
churches, government buildings, factories 
and more. Most are single or two-storeyed 

corrugated iron or weatherboard buildings 
and these have been preserved as a snapshot 
of colonial times in the South Pacific.
Well worth a visit, the island is served by 
flights from Suva and Nadi and by ferry from 
Natovi jetty, one hour north of Suva. There 
is a range of accommodation in Levuka and 
elsewhere on Ovalau or on neighbouring 
resort islands.
www.levukatourism.com

Coralview Island Resort, Yasawa
Coralview Island Resort is located on Tavewa 
island in the Yasawas, and offers a laid-back 
two-star (self-rated) resort for travellers 
seeking a tropical getaway with what it says 
is one of the best snorkelling and kayaking 
beachfronts in Fiji.  
The resort gained TripAdvisor Certificates of 
Excellence in 2012 and 2013 and features five 
Beachfront Bures and ten Garden View Bures, 
all with full en-suite bathroom, fan, mini 

fridge and private balcony. The three 10-bed 
air-conditioned Dorms are new and have 
single beds with half-wall cubicles.
Surrounded by colourful coral reefs, 
Coralview offers a restaurant, coffee shop, 
bar, Wi-Fi and launderette facilities. 
Recreational activities include dive shop, 
fishing, kayaking, village and other trips, 
jet skiing and wake boarding.
www.coralview.com.fj

Pacific Resort Activities Manager crowned 
Pacific Resort Rarotonga Activities Manager 
Matt Pierre has been crowned ‘Cook Islands 
National Dancer of the Year’ at the 2014 Te 
Mira Ure competition.
This competition is the highlight of the 
annual Island Dance Festival Week, and is 
considered the most prestigious dance title in 
the Cook Islands. 
Matt was awarded the junior title back in 
1996 and in 2012 performed during the 
Queen’s Jubilee and travelled throughout 
Europe as part of the Cook Islands 
performance team. He also featured in King 

Vanuatu/Air Vanuatu update via PrevuTrade
Kapisi’s music video ‘Clap Ya Hands’.

Air Vanuatu’s Richard Elliot has 
presented an informative and 
amusing webinar on his airline 
and on Vanuatu via PrevuTrade 
and this can now be viewed by 
travel consultants nationwide 
through PrevuTrade.
All agents need to do is visit 
www.prevutrade.tv and register 
to get free, unlimited access to 
the content.
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Getting jiggy in Malaysia
It’s squid jigging season in Malaysia – the 
perfect time of the year to throw out a jigger 
(or “candat”) and fool the little sea creatures 
into thinking it’s bait. From April to June 
Peninsular Malaysia’s east coast becomes a 
hot spot for squid jigging and anglers can 
expect to land a big catch of squid. It’s 
primarily a night-fishing activity as squid are 
more active when it is dark but can also be 
done in the daytime.
Visitors can combine their favourite pastime 
with an overnight sailing experience on the 
calm waters of the South China Sea. The best 
squid fishing is around the Terengganu 
coastline and islands such as Kapas, 
Perhentian, Chepu and Redang, although it’s 

also popular in other regions.  
“This is a great idea for New Zealand visitors 
to Malaysia, with fishing being such a popular 
activity among Kiwis,” says Zalina Ahmad, 
director of Tourism Malaysia in New Zealand. 
“Families could enjoy a truly magical beach 
holiday and take part in water-based fishing
excursions and they’ll have dinner at the end 
of it! The Terengganu region has some of 
Malaysia’s most beautiful coastline, with 
fabulous opportunities for diving and 
snorkelling, exploring the islands or just 
lazing on the white-sand beaches. It’s truly a 
tropical paradise.”   
For information about visiting Malaysia go to 
http://www.tourism.gov.my/en/intl

Discover Northwestern Vietnam 
Vietnam’s northern mountain ranges are 
breathtakingly beautiful, rich in cultural 
diversity and your clients can explore it all 
with Adventure World’s 6-day independent 
Stunning Northwestern Vietnam tour.
Travellers will journey along roads snaking 
through high passes and across 
fertile valleys, see incredible rice 
terraces, visit colourful hill tribe 
markets and explore the area’s 
historic sites. Other highlights 
include exploring the Red River 
Delta region, interacting with 
some of the most remote 
communities in Vietnam in 
Muong Lay, spectacular views of 
the mountain ranges in Sapa and 
much more.
Tour includes 5 nights twin-share 

accommodation, train tickets Lao Cai - 
Hanoi in a shared cabin, meals and transfers 
as indicated, sightseeing as specified, and the 
services of an English-speaking local guide. 
Prices start from $1,229pp. T&Cs apply.
Call Adventure World on 0508 496 753.

Hong Kong Summer Fun
From 27JUN-31AUG14 visitors will be 
treated to enticing shopping and dining offers 
during Hong Kong’s annual Summer Fun 
festival.  Organised by the Hong Kong 
Tourism Board (HKTB), the event will offer a 
program of activities at key attractions, 
summer sales at outlets across the city and 

HKTB presents new cultural tours
The HTKB has announced two new tours 
which showcase Hong Kong’s traditional 
culture. 
Hand Made in Hong Kong is an exclusive 
tour giving a glimpse into the traditions of 
the city’s age-old handicrafts and includes a 
hands-on history lesson in the workshops 
of Hong Kong’s master craftspeople – from 
shoemakers to sign makers and tailors. The 
tour also focuses on the city’s traditional 
flavours with a Hong Kong-style breakfast 
and lunch. The tour is available on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays and for more 

information click here.
“Wing Chun” Kung Fu Experience Tour
This tour gives visitors the opportunity to 
study the basic forms of Wing Chun, a set of 
techniques taken and adapted by the kung 
fu legend and international movie star Bruce 
Lee. The tour includes a visit to the Bruce Lee: 
Kung Fu. Art. Life exhibition, a walk along 
the famous Avenue of Stars to see the Bruce 
Lee statue and a dim sum lunch. The tour is 
available on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays 
and for more information click here.

Hong Kong Specialist
Travel agents interested in becoming a Hong 
Kong Specialist can utilise the HKTB’s new 
and updated online training program.  The 
interactive course has been specially designed 

for agents to enrich their knowledge of Hong 
Kong tourism and assist them with selling the 
destination.
To register visit www.specialisthk.com/nz

colourful events and festivals. 
The season of events and festivals 
kicks off with the CCB (Asia) Hong 
Kong International Dragon Boat 
Races 06-08JUN, when the world’s 
top dragon boat athletes will 
compete on Victoria Harbour. 
The festivities continue with the 
International Arts Carnival 11JUL-
17AUG.  This event showcases 
the performing arts – from music, 
dance and drama to puppetry, 

acrobatics and physical comedy.
The Lan Kwai Fong Beer & Music Fest 
(19-20AUG), sees participating restaurants 
and bars showcase their food and beverage 
offerings, with the party atmosphere 
enhanced by live music, games, competitions 
and performances in Hong Kong’s hottest 
nightlife district.

Hongkong Airlines Business Class - Bringing the Very Best Sky High
CLICK HERE

http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/asia/south-east-asia/vietnam/tours/stunning-northwestern-vietnam/
http://www.discoverhongkong.com/eng/see-do/tours-walks/guided-tours/explore-hong-kong/hand-made-in-hong-kong
http://www.discoverhongkong.com/eng/see-do/tours-walks/guided-tours/explore-hong-kong/wing-chun-kung-fu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=skq0NQoxc4Q
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Hawaii update via PrevuTrade
All the presenters who came to Auckland for 
Aloha Down Under, along with their sup-
porting video or PowerPoint slides, can now 
be viewed by travel consultants nationwide 

through PrevuTrade.   All agents need to do 
is visit www.prevutrade.tv and register to get 
free, unlimited access to the content.

Obama to boost tourism
U.S. President Barack Obama says he will 
boost tourism by making it “easier for more 
foreign visitors to visit and spend money at 

America’s attractions” and national parks. In 
his weekly address, the president said he will 
also push to improve US infrastructure.

MIDDLE EAST / AFRICA
SIA to suspend Cairo, Riyadh flights
Singapore Airlines will be suspending services
to Cairo in Egypt and Riyadh in Saudi Arabia.
The last flight to Riyadh will be on 28SEP and 
the last flight to Cairo will be on 30SEP14.
SIA says the difficult decision to suspend the 
services was taken as a result of the sustained 
weak performance of both routes.
Customers holding confirmed tickets issued 
prior last Friday for travel to and from Riyadh 
and Cairo after 28SEP and 30SEP respectively 

will be eligible for refunds without 
administrative fees or penalties. This also 
applies to KrisFlyer redemption tickets. 
Efforts will be made to contact affected 
customers to offer alternative travel options.
Singapore Airlines will continue to serve 
Jeddah in Saudi Arabia. Connections to and 
from both Cairo and Riyadh are also 
possible on other airlines via some of SIA’s 
nearby points such as Dubai in the UAE.

Kwandwe Special Five
Everyone knows the “Big Five” game of 
African safaris, but South Africa’s Kwandwe 
Private Game Reserve has come up with its 
own “Kwandwe Special Five” to celebrate the 
diversity of species in their Reserve.  As well 
as the Big Five, at malaria-free Kwandwe your 
clients can also encounter aardvark, aardwolf, 
bat-eared fox, black wildebeest and cheetah.  
World Journeys’ 7-day “Garden Route & 
Safari” itinerary includes Cape Town, the 
Winelands and Garden Route, and a 3-day 

stay at Great Fish River Lodge in Kwandwe.  
Priced from $3,520pp share twin, this includes 
transfers and transport (private basis), 6 
nights’ 5-star accommodation, sightseeing 
with local guides (shared basis), entrance fees, 
6 Breakfasts, 4 Lunches, 3 Dinners, beverages 
(house wine and beer), laundry and two game 
drives daily at Kwandwe Great Fish River 
Lodge.   A self-drive option is available from 
$2,846pp.  
P: 0800 117311 or E; info@worldjourneys.co.nz

EUROPE
Dublin Christmas market 
The Irish Independent reports that the 
groundwork is being laid for a festive ‘Dublin 
at Christmas market’ which will run from 
Thursday, 13NOV until Tuesday, 23DEC14.
It is hoped the market will prove a huge draw 
into the city, attracting an additional 600,000 
people over the period.
There will be 60 stalls located in traditional 

wooden chalets and goods like handcrafted 
gift items, wood crafts, jams and preserves, 
as well as seasonal food and drinks will be on 
sale. 
Entertainment from local choirs and carollers 
will get visitors into the festive spirit.
The market will be launched the same day as 
the city’s Grafton Street lights are turned on.

http://www.classic-portfolio.com/classic-representation/clients/property/54/
http://www.classic-portfolio.com/classic-representation/clients/property/54/
http://www.worldjourneys.co.nz/package.php?packageType=TailorMade&packageID=24&packageName=Garden-Route-and-Safari
http://www.worldjourneys.co.nz/package.php?packageType=TailorMade&packageID=24&packageName=Garden-Route-and-Safari
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French cycle tours get a plug-in option
The Active Gourmet Travel has charged up 
its escorted tours with electric bikes now an 
option for its tours in France. 
While the scheduled trips do not require high 
levels of fitness, the electric bikes provide an 
option for fully powered travel, ideal for those 
uncertain about their fitness or not wishing to 
aggravate old injuries. 
Trialled on its escorted tours in 2013, electric 
bikes are now available as an option across the 
Active Gourmet’s range of scheduled small 
group tours in Provence, Bordeaux, Loire, 
Alsace and the Basque Country. Electric or 
not, all bicycles include comfortable saddles

 and suspension for 
optimum comfort. 
As always, trips 
are supported by a 
vehicle and 
experienced guide, 
often the guide 
may be The Active 
Gourmet herself, Gail Trapp, who has been 
running the tours for 21 years. 
The scheduled tours, which are commission- 
bearing, take place MAY-OCT. Visit 
www.TheActiveGourmet.com and email 
Gail@theActiveGourmet.com.

Tempelhof now a city park
The Tempelhofer Park is the most notable of 
the few dozen found in Berlin, and certainly 
the most unique, says website Jaunted.com. 
It is the protected remains of the Berlin 
Tempelhof Airport that closed its doors in 
2008 after nearly ninety years of operation. 
The former grounds of Tempelhof Airport, 
which saw round-the-clock operations during 
the life-saving Berlin Airlift of the Cold War 
era, are now graced by community gardens, 
old airport buildings, runners, bikers, inline 
skaters and urban kite surfers. Visitors can 

Walking trail offers views of Belfast
A newly created walking trail high in 
Northern Ireland’s Belfast Hills has opened 
up spectacular views of the cityscape as well 
as panoramic views of the Mourne 
Mountains, Scotland and the Isle of Man.
The 4.2 mile circular Divis Ridge Trail is the 
latest of four trails on Divis Mountain and 
Black Mountain in the west of the city, which 
have been used as backdrops to recent films 
including the Academy Award-winning short 
The Shore and the forthcoming Dracula.
Belfast’s major landmarks including Titanic 
Belfast, City Hall and Samson and Goliath, 
the famous yellow cranes of the Harland and 
Wolff shipyard, can clearly be seen from the 
trail viewpoints.
Consisting of relatively flat paths on tar seal, 
boardwalk and stone pitched gravel, the trail 
will appeal to hikers and sightseers as well as 
those looking to mix the best of the city and 
the great outdoors.
Combining the trails in the summits of both 
Divis and Black Mountain means long walks 
with spectacular views over Belfast and every 

county in Ulster as well as parts of Scotland 
and England can be enjoyed. 
Other trails available on the National Trust 
owned site include the Lough Trail (0.9 miles 
circular), the Heath Trail (4 miles circular) 
and the Summit Trail (3 miles circular).
www.walkni.com

run, walk, or ride down the old runways, and 
there’s a tour of the terminal.

AVIATION
Alexandra Airport developments
The Southland Times reports that a British 
national who owns Cotswold Airport in the 
UK, the largest privately owned and operated 
airport in Europe, wants to set up a 
“substantial hangar” and living 
accommodation at Alexandra Airport. 
The Central Otago District Council has been 
told by its property officer that inquiries from 
commercial and private operators on the 
future of Alexandra Airport have included 
one from the Brit, currently residing out 
of New Zealand, but wanting to spend six 
months each year here as a local resident. 
Council officer Brian Taylor told the 
councillors it would be a “strategic coup for 
Alexandra airport to gain advantage of his 

enthusiasm and wide experience in business 
and aviation, both as a pilot and administrator.”
He said the sealed runway had seen no 
maintenance to the pavement since it was laid 
during the 1980s other than the occasional 
spraying for weeds breaking through the seal 
and a two-metre wide strip beside the runway.
“The tarmac has become brittle through 
age and is susceptible to chip loosening on 
aircraft touch-down, sharp turns or heavy 
braking.” 
The estimated cost to improve those three 
areas was $500,000. 
The Southland Times reports the council 
approved the plan in principle, with the 
condition the airport become self-funding. 

Sydney airports ownership
The owners of Sydney’s Kingsford Smith 
airport have expressed their strong interest in 
exercising their pre-emptive rights to build 
and own and operate a new western Sydney 
Airport at Badgerys Creek.
The Daily Telegraph points out that this 

will deny the NSW economy the benefits 
of competition between the two airports 
which would drive down charges imposed 
on airlines and their customers. Management 
decisions are also likely to be those that best 
serve Sydney Airport’s owners.
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Auckland Airport’s ambitions 
Auckland Airport last week published its 
predictions for the growth in key international 
visitor markets through to 2025.
The information, contained in the Ambition 
2025: High Opportunity Targets & Actions 
publication, is part of the airport’s strategic 
growth framework and supports the tourism 
industry’s goal of achieving 6% annual growth 
in New Zealand’s international tourism.
Adrian Littlewood, Auckland Airport’s chief 
executive, says, “Two years ago Auckland 
Airport unveiled a report which challenged 
the tourism industry to reach 3.5 million 
visitor arrivals by 2020, in what was a 
changing market environment.
“Since then, the New Zealand Tourism 
Industry Association has released Tourism 
2025, its strategic growth framework which 
targets 6% annual value growth. The Ambition
2025 strategy we are announcing today shows 
that Auckland Airport is focused on playing 
its part to achieve that 6% growth for New 
Zealand tourism.
“Ambition 2025 sets out a range of predictions
and insights for 18 inbound markets, both 
mature and emerging ones. Our extended 
predictions continue to indicate that New 
Zealand tourism’s best growth opportunities 
for international visitors lie in Australasia, 
Asia and the Americas. However, competition 

for these international visitors will be strong, 
with many countries targeting them.
“Australia will always be a key market to New 
Zealand because of its proximity. Within 
Asia, China remains the stand-out prospect 
for growing tourism. While the USA remains 
the important key market in the Americas, 
the emerging prospects of South America 
cannot be ignored.
“New Zealand must especially try to capture 
an increasing share of international visitors 
from the key ‘high opportunity target’ (HOT) 
markets, such as Brazil, India, Indonesia and 
of course China.
“Auckland Airport predicts annual 
international visitor arrivals growth could be 
between 3.6% and 5.5%, therefore the tourism 
industry goal of 6% year-on-year growth in 
value to 2025 is very much achievable.
“That means New Zealand’s international 
visitor arrivals could grow to between 4.2 
million and 5.2 million by 2025.
“The tourism industry is also targeting to 
increase the average spend of international 
visitors. Depending on how well we can meet 
demand and cater for market change, the 
potential spend of those visitors could be 
worth $19.1 billion to our tourism industry 
and much more for our wider economy.”

Changes at AKL Airport
Adrian Littlewood, Auckland Airport’s chief 
executive says that the Ambition 2025 market 
insights they released last week were the 
result of the vision of Glenn Wedlock, until 
recently the airport company’s general 
manager of aeronautical commercial. 
“Glenn is currently on leave of absence while 
he undertakes treatment for cancer. To allow 

Glenn to focus on his treatment, he has 
shifted into a new role advising me on 
strategy and markets. I have started an 
international search to recruit a new general 
manager for Auckland Airport’s aeronautical 
commercial team, and Charles Spillane, our 
general manager Corporate Affairs, will lead 
this work in the interim,” says Mr Littlewood.

China Southern orders 80 A320s
China Southern Airlines is to acquire 80 
Airbus A320-family aircraft including 50 
of the re-engined A320neo jets. It says the 
aircraft will be delivered in stages over the 
course of 2016-20 and will “facilitate the 
strategic change and the internationalisation 
of the company.”
Eastern Air Lines resurrected Miami-based 
start-up Eastern Air Lines Group has signed 

an “initial” order for 10 Boeing 737-800s and 
with purchase rights for 10 more 737 Max 8, 
according to the report in ATW Online.
Eastern Air Lines Group has acquired the 
intellectual property of the former Eastern 
Air Lines, which operated as a Miami-based 
network carrier from 1928 to 1991, according 
to the company.

MAS records big loss
Malaysian Airlines last Thursday reported 
its biggest quarterly loss in over two years, 
hit by a sharp drop in passenger traffic after 
what it called the “dramatic impact” of the 
unexplained disappearance of flight MH370 
in March.
In a statement, Malaysian Airline System Bhd 
(MAS) said its net loss expanded to 443.4 
million ringgit (US$138m) in the first quarter 
from a net loss of 278.8 million ringgit in the 
same period last year.
Voice of America reports that this is the 
carrier’s worst quarterly loss since OCT-
DEC11. MAS has lost money for the last three 
years, beset by high costs and stiff competition.
“The tragic MH370 incident had a dramatic 
impact on the traditionally weak first quarter 
performance,” the company said in a statement 
to the Malaysia stock exchange last Thursday. 
It said it saw high numbers of cancelations 

and a decline in long-haul travel after flight 
MH370 went missing on 08MAR.
Sales in China slumped 60% in March, MAS 
said. The majority of the passengers travelling 
on flight MH370 were Chinese.
MAS and its key stakeholders are in talks 
with banks for a strategic overhaul that could 
include the partial sale of its engineering unit 
and an upgrade of its fleet, people involved in 
the discussions told Reuters.
Even before the loss of MH370 there was talk 
that loss-making MAS might need a financial 
rescue from state investor Khazanah Nasional, 
which owns 69% of the company.
“They are sending all these feelers to banks 
to try and test the waters,” a banking source 
familiar with the situation told Reuters.
“The most imminent move looks to be on the 
engineering business, an IPO or trade sale,” 
said the source, who declined to be identified 
as the talks are private.

SIA to offer premium economy
Singapore Airlines plans to launch a premium 
economy service in the second half of 2015. 
Reuters reports that SIA, facing growing 
competition from Middle Eastern carriers 
and falling demand from companies for 
business class travel, said it would initially roll 
the service out on its medium- and long-haul 

routes.
“The market has matured in premium 
economy and we think it is right for us now 
to embark on this,” Mak Swee Wah, head of 
the airline’s commercial activities, told 
reporters and analysts at a briefing.

http://www.cxagents.com
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Real Tonga MA-60 certification
A New Zealand pilot, who has proposed 
a way forward in a long-running dispute 
between Tonga and New Zealand over Real 
Tonga’s Chinese MA-60 plane, says no 
headway was made at a meeting in 
Wellington last week involving Tonga’s deputy 
prime minister, Samiu Vaipulu.
Radio New Zealand International quotes 
Rodger McCutcheon as saying the MA60 
aircraft is safe and can easily be re-certified to 
satisfy demands by the New Zealand foreign 
minister Murray McCully.
Mr McCully issued a travel advisory over the 
plane and suspended tourism aid to Tonga 
when China gifted it the plane in 2012.
Mr McCutcheon told RNZI his solution is to 
get respected New Zealand pilots to test fly 
the plane and oversee its re-certification.
He says China is happy with the arrangement, 
but Mr McCully is yet to be convinced.
“He has his advisors and you know I think 
it’s best that he and Samiu work through that. 
What I’m trying to do here is the way forward. 
We have the way forward and hopefully all 

parties will get together and agree that.”
The New Zealand foreign minister says he 
stands ready to help Tonga implement the 
findings of a World Bank report, despite 
failing to reach an agreement on a 
controversial plane.
Mr McCully and the Tongan Prime Minister 
Lord Tu’ivakano announced the industry-
wide review in March, and both countries 
now have copies of the draft report.
Mr Vaipulu criticised the World Bank for 
not consulting him over the MA-60 before 
compiling its report, and he met with Murray 
McCully yesterday with all his documentation 
on the plane.
Mr McCully could not agree the plane was 
certified correctly and is safe.
RNZI reports the minister says New Zealand 
undertook to support the implementation 
of the findings of the report, and now he has 
received a copy of it, he will be writing to the 
Tongan Government to reconfirm his 
willingness to assist.

TN backs Marina
New Zealand’s only top 100 ranked tennis 
player Marina Erakovic has signed on as an 
Air Tahiti Nui ambassador as she prepares 
to take on the world’s best in Europe and the 
UK.
Currently ranked 58 in the Women’s Tennis 
Association (WTA) Tour, the 26-year-old has 
been as high as 39th and has posted wins over 
the likes of former world number one Victoria 
Azarenka and Australian Open runner up 
Dominika Cibulkova. 
After winning her first career WTA title in 
Memphis and reaching the third round of 
Wimbledon and the French Open last year, 

Air New Zealand and New Zealand Winegrowers 
to invest in wine tourism growth
Air New Zealand and New Zealand Wine-
growers have announced a Memorandum 
of Understanding which will see them work 
together to actively promote New Zealand as 
a destination for wine tourism.
Air New Zealand has worked closely with 
New Zealand Winegrowers for almost three 
decades as the naming rights sponsor of the 
country’s premium wine competition the Air 
New Zealand Wine Awards.
Yesterday’s announcement signifies a further 
strengthening of this partnership, with the 
organisations committing to work together 
on a range of initiatives to promote New 
Zealand wine in both North America and 
Asia including a nationwide promotion with a 
top US retail brand, and a series of consumer 
and trade events in the US, Canada and 
China.
The agreement will also see Air New Zealand 
and New Zealand Winegrowers work 
together to host international food and wine 
media on familiarisation tours to New Zealand.
Air New Zealand CEO Christopher Luxon 
says wine tourism is still an emerging market 
and presents an area of tremendous 
opportunity for both New Zealand and Air 

New Zealand as the country’s wine is 
increasingly recognised around the world.
“Over the past five years more than a million 
international visitors have experienced New 
Zealand’s stunning vineyards and wineries 
and many, many more people around the 
world have sampled our world class wines.
“The opportunity to team up with New 
Zealand Winegrowers to further grow 
visitation from offshore regions is one that 
will no doubt bring further economic benefit 
to New Zealand.”
Philip Gregan, chief executive of New 
Zealand Winegrowers is delighted to 
strengthen the relationship with Air New 
Zealand. 
“Wine tourists spend 30 percent more than 
average tourists in New Zealand and stay for 
longer reflecting the premium nature of New 
Zealand wine in our overseas markets. 
“This partnership with Air New Zealand will 
allow us to jointly reach these important 
customers to increase wine exports and 
tourism to New Zealand. We believe this will 
benefit Air New Zealand and the wine 
industry as well as enhance the overall brand 
of our country.”

Qantas offer to pilots falling short - union
The Sydney Morning Herald reports that 
Qantas will not attract enough interest from 
pilots to reach its goal of around 100 voluntary
redundancies from 767 and 747 pilots based 
on its initial offer of 12 months’s salary, the 
Australian & International Pilots Association 
(AIPA) said after a poll of its members.
In a bulletin to members after the meeting, 
AIPA president Nathan Safe said polling had 

found Qantas needed to offer a base salary
figure of closer to 24 months - with 18 
months as a minimum - to address its 
concerns of having surplus pilots.
A Qantas spokeswoman said the airline 
would continue to consult with AIPA to work 
toward an outcome that was “fair and 
reasonable” and in the interests of all parties.

Marina said she hoped to go even further in 
her upcoming Grand Slam campaigns.
“I am very happy to be joining the Air Tahiti 
Nui team and am so grateful for the airline’s 
support during this exciting time in my 
career,” Marina said.
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Shipboard Credit* available to everyone!ONE
WEEK
SALE
19-27MAY14

              Amounts (per stateroom):
7-12 day sailings
•	 $25	for	interior	and	ocean-view	(including	Lanai)
•	 $75	for	verandah
•	 $150	for	suites
13+ day sailings
•	 $50	for	interior	and	ocean-view	(including	Lanai)
•	 $150	for	verandah
•	 $300	for	suites
* Shipboard credit is available on select sailings. Must book between 19-27MAY14.
Offer is combinable with Summer on Sale.

For Pricing and Terms & Conditions, please contact the team at Francis Travel Marketing

Big savings on Ponant Asia cruises
Book any of the following Compagnie du 
Ponant Asia cruises on L’Austral and your 
clients will enjoy a free open bar and cruise 
fare savings of up to 30%*.
14 nights  From Japan to China   
 dep 16OCT14  
Maizuru (Japan) to Hong Kong
11 nights  The Best of Vietnam   
 dep 30OCT14 and 21NOV14   
Hong Kong to Singapore
11 nights  The Best of Vietnam   
 dep 10NOV14
Singapore to Hong Kong
10 nights   Discover Indonesia  
 dep 02DEC14
Singapore to Benoa (Bali)
* Offer includes unlimited drinks served in 
the bars, salons and restaurants of the ship, 
as well as the minibar in your client’s cabin 
or suite. It is valid only for a selection of fine 
wines, champagnes, alcoholic beverages, 
mineral waters and soft drinks. It doesn’t 
include premium alcoholic drinks indicated 

in the Bar Menu. It is valid only for individual 
personal consumption, without limitations.
* 30% Cruise fare savings are per person for 
double occupancy, valid for port - port only, 
not including compulsory port taxes and fees. 
Offer varies depending on the availability of 
cruises and may change without notice. Prices 
subject to currency exchange rate.
For full Pricing and Terms & Conditions, call 
the team at Francis Travel Marketing on 0800 
422784 or 
reservations@francistravelmarketing.co.nz

Azamara Club Cruises 2016 worldwide voyages
Azamara Club Cruises has announced its 
annual deployment for 2016. Azamara says 
its twin boutique ships, Azamara Journey and 
Azamara Quest, will take upmarket travellers 
to intriguing locales in Australia and New 
Zealand, the Far East and Southeast Asia, the 
Arabian Gulf, and the West Indies, totalling 
204 ports of call in 70 countries. 
The ships will stay past 8pm during more 
than 175 calls and overnight on more than 
100 calls. Azamara will also make 44 maiden 
calls - in Australia and New Zealand, the UAE 
and Oman, Europe and the West Indies. 
For its inaugural Australasian season, 
Azamara Quest will sail five voyages, ranging 
from 10- to 17-night itineraries. (see above) 
The ship will head for Cairns from Bali, with 
a Christmas and New Year’s voyage departing 
22DEC15. 
Travellers also can combine consecutive itin-
eraries for an Azamara Extended Voyage that 
spans multiple regions and an expansive array 
of destinations. For example, they can embark 
on the 12DEC15 voyage from Singapore to 

Auckland, on a 50-night, one-of-a-kind 
odyssey, or a unique sailing covering the very 
best of New Zealand, Australia, and the Far 
East to the Arabian Gulf and the 
Mediterranean, which departs Auckland on 
31JAN16, on a 107-night itinerary to Athens, 
Greece. 
Azamara Quest will sail three voyages 
throughout the Far East on 13- and 16-night 
itineraries that visit destinations throughout 
Japan, China, and Southeast Asia. The ship 
will then transition in April to the 
Mediterranean on a voyage spanning the 
Far East, the Arabian Gulf, and Aegean Sea, 
arriving in Athens (Piraeus), Greece, on 
17MAY16.
www.azamaraclubcruises.com

http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz


Island Passage back in Vanuatu
Island Escape Cruises reports that last week 
the Island Passage returned to Vanuatu, the 
beautiful islands it calls home from May to 
September. 
Says Peter Bissett: “The Vanuatu we think of 
today is relatively easy to access. Just hop on 
a plane. Yet there are places we visit that are 
so remote that if I asked you to meet me there 
next week you couldn’t. 
“Early explorers discovered these islands by 
canoe. Basically so do we. The only difference 
is ours has engines, precise satellite navigation, 
first class cuisine, elegant suites and 10-crew 
who will pamper to your every wish. Come 
with us to one of the most beautiful places I 
ever imagined and explore some of the last 
unspoilt places on earth.”

There is availability on Island Escape Cruises 
9-Night Spirit and 6-Night Secrets-Mystery 
cruises that allow your clients to explore the 
most beautiful and remote highlights in style.
Check out the programs here and call 0800 
58 1717 or email info@islandescape.co.nz

No Single  
Supplement
on select 2014

Norway Coastal 
Voyages*  

Book by 31 May 14

Book select Norway 
Classic Coastal Voyages  
departing between now 

and 11 Dec 2014 by 
31 May 2014 & we will waive 

the Single Supplement!

Call (09) 623 4293 
E retailres@discovertheworld.com.au 
W discovertheworldcruising.com.au

*No Single Supplement offer valid until 31 May 14 on select departures only. Contact 
DTWC for for full terms & conditions. Travel Agent License: 2TA06939 (Discover the World 
Marketing Travel trading as Discover the World Cruising)
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50% Off Second Pax Offer 
extended
Discover the World Cruising’s 50% off 
second passenger* voyage fare offer, on 
select 2014 Hurtigruten Classic Norway 
Voyages, departing between now and 
12DEC14, has been extended and 
bookings now must be made before 
30JUN14.
Single Travellers will also be rewarded 
with No Single Supplement^ on selected 
voyages. From now until 11DEC14, select 
2014 Norway Classic Coastal Voyages will 
be released offering No Single Supplement. 
For bookings, brochures or more info,
contact Discover the World Cruising on 
(09) 623 4293 or email 
retailres@discovertheworld.com.au
*50% off 2nd passenger offer is valid for 
new bookings only on select Classic 
Norway Voyages departing between now 
& 12DEC14. Offer is not valid on suite 
categories (MX, MG, M2, Q2 & QJ). 
Applicable for double, triple and 4 berth 
cabins, with a minimum of 1 full paying 
adult per cabin.
^No Single Supplement offer is valid for 
new bookings only on select 2014 Classic 
Norway Voyages (excluding suite 
accommodation categories). Full board 
meals are mandatory. Offer is subject to 
availability at time of booking and is 
capacity controlled. 01APR–30SEP14 
sailings valid on pricing levels A-C. 
01OCT14 – 11DEC14 sailings valid on 
pricing levels A-B.

http://www.islandescapecruises.com/our-cruises/vanuatu
http://www.discovertheworldcruising.com.au/cruise/results/destination-norway
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HOSPITALITY

Careers@Hilton Live: Youth in Hospitality
Hilton Worldwide hotels are this month 
staging Careers@Hilton Live: Youth in 
Hospitality Month, the chain’s largest ever 
global career event showcasing to young 
people the many opportunities available in 
the hospitality industry. 
Throughout May, Hilton Worldwide hotels 
and corporate offices around the globe 
(including NZ) are hosting hundreds of 
events. This initiative is part of Bright Blue 
Futures, a global program that encourages 
Team Members to donate their time and 
expertise to help young people achieve 
stability and bring hope to their communities, 
preparing them for a brighter future.
A Careers@Hilton Live: Youth in Hospitality 
event has been staged at the Hilton Auckland, 
with an open day aimed to motivate people to 
discover a meaningful and long-term career 
in the hospitality industry, by having direct 
access to career discussions with Hilton’s 
hotel leadership team, as well as its industry 
partners. The events consisted of hotel and 
industry booths, career workshops, hotel 
tours, competitions, live demonstrations and 
more.  

Hilton Auckland also staged a Work 
Experience Program, run in conjunction with 
local hotel colleges, where students and 
people looking to enter the hospitality 
industry were given invaluable hands-on 
experience in the hotel department(s) of their 
choice.   
There was also a “Day in the life” Hotel Tours 
and Career Workshops and a Student & Team 
Member Competition at Hilton Queenstown, 
including “Cook-off ” contests, cocktail 
making, bed-making, tray racing and bar flair 
competitions.
Hilton Auckland hotel leadership teams also 
visited local colleges and schools to conduct 
presentations based on their career stories, 
and practical demonstrations for students. 
Anyone unable to attend an event during the 
month of May can still take part in Hilton 
Worldwide’s “Career Concierge,” in which 
everyone interested in learning more about 
careers in hospitality can submit their 
questions online via Hilton Worldwide’s 
Twitter feed (@HiltonWorldwide) using 
hashtag #CareersatHiltonLive, or through the 
form on www.hiltonworldwide.com/youth.

Rydges refreshed
Australasian hospitality company 
Amalgamated Holdings Limited is delivering
a refreshed look, feel and service offering 
through its Rydges brand. 
The brief for the Rydges revitalisation was to 
offer genuine service, unique offerings, world-
class facilities and top-shelf amenities all at 
surprisingly affordable prices.  AHL says the 
result is a multi-faceted overhaul of the guest 
experience.
Guests to the new look Rydges properties will 
enjoy:
>> Free Wi-Fi for all guests - whether visiting 
overnight or just for a coffee.
>> A new ‘Rise Breakfast’ buffet concept, 
which takes a nod from nutritionist 
recommendations around a healthful 
breakfast being the most important meal of 
the day.  
>> The mini-bar has undergone a quirky 
designer overhaul with Rydges branded 
sweets, nibbles & potato crisps plus fun 
games & add-ons.
>> An expanded wine list.

>> Stylish new uniforms with a relaxed yet 
ultimately professional vibe.
>> A refreshed Rydges website that includes a 
blog with location specific information.  
Underpinning the expanded offering is a 
refreshed new brand, modern and inspired 
logo, colour palette and Rydges.com website. 
AHL also operates QT Hotels & Resorts and 
Atura Hotels and is offering guests to their 
properties complimentary Wi-Fi.

INDUSTRY
Email scam warning
House of Travel has issued a warning to New 
Zealanders to beware of an email scam 
currently circulating.
The scam involves an email claiming to be 
sent from House of Travel offering $1,000 
worth of vouchers using the URL 
greatkiwivoucher.com.
The email may have the recipient’s email 
address in the body of the email and instructs 
them to claim their prize by clicking on a 

link and providing contact and bank account 
details.
Along with House of Travel, other well known 
local brands are also mentioned in the email.
Please be aware that this email is a scam and 
is in no way affiliated with House of Travel.
If you see this email please delete it straight 
away.
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Travel Corporation NZ’s Pink Ribbon bake off 
Travel Corporation staff baked up a storm 
this month to support the New Zealand 
Breast Cancer Foundation’s Pink Ribbon 
Breakfast.
More than $500 has been raised so far for 
the great cause and continues the company’s 
support of the charity following Trafalgar’s 

sponsorship of the Pink Star Walk in 2013.
It wasn’t just the girls baking either with 
Contiki Holidays Sam Morrah’s scones 
proving very popular. Judged as The Travel 
Corporation NZ’s Hottest Home Bakers were 
Margorie Gaston from Adventure World and 
Amy Kinniburgh from Contiki.

1. Amy Kinniburgh and her winning cake

2. Adventure World’s Thelma Lockery,     
      Louise Levesque and Alkha Dhaji

3. Adventure World winner Margorie 
Gaston with Contiki’s Chelsea Roberts 
and Trafalgar’s Marija Tolj

1. 2.

3.

Sam Morrah’s scones proved a hit More pink cakes

International Travel College signs with PrevuTrade
Internet distribution company PrevuTrade 
and The International Travel College, which 
supplies training courses for the airline, 
airport, travel and tourism industries, have 
announced a new agreement that will allow 
all ITC’s staff, and students, in New Zealand 
and online, unlimited access to the travel 
industry’s rich media content aggregated and 
delivered by PrevuTrade.
Auckland-based Prevu specialises in global 
distribution of rich media content to the 
travel industry via its new service - 
PrevuTrade.
This service, available to any travel agent 
and allowing easy acquisition of sales based 
knowledge, enhancing the sales skills of travel 
consultants– world-wide, has attracted a 
significant level of interest from travel 
industry partners in New Zealand, Australia, 
the South Pacific and now in the northern 
Hemisphere.
The deal with ITC will allow students and 
staff who wish to increase their knowledge of 
Hawaii and all the South Pacific 

destinations, in the first instance, to access 
sales based video content, still image 
content, flat text copy and any documentation 
provided by hotels, motels, backpackers and 
lodges, attractions, activities, restaurants, and 
cultural events online, directly from one site. 
www.prevutrade.tv



LATE BREAK
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PEARL’S PEARLER
Habit is a rope we weave every day until we 

find it’s very difficult to cut through

Cathay Pacific Travel Media Awards 
Wellington’s Mike White won the Cathay 
Pacific Travel Writer of the Year Award and 
Nelson’s Joshua Donnelly took the Cathay 
Pacific Travel Photographer of the Year 
Award, presented last Friday night at the CX-
sponsored Travel Media Awards Gala Dinner 
at the Heritage Auckland’s Grand Tearoom.
White and Donnelly each win double tickets 
to Cambodia flying Cathay Pacific and an 
Adventure World private Heritage Tour.
The Cathay Pacific Travel Media awards are 
organised by Travcom (New Zealand Travel 

Skal International Christchurch held their May meeting last Thursday at the Chateau on 
the Park’s Camelot Room. The hotel, fully renovated following the 2011 quakes, provided 
a great venue for the club to host special guest Genevieve Pontikinas from Adelaide. 
Genevieve was the inaugural winner of a joint venture between SI Christchurch and SI 
Adelaide recognising excellence for Tourism Students between the two cities. Her prize 
was a trip to Christchurch courtesy of Air New Zealand and she spent a week staying at 
the various hotels and working with some of the Christchurch attractions.
Genevieve is pictured here with Skal CHC president Leighton Cameron.

Heritage Hotels Communications Manager 
Susan Gibson comparing hairdo’s with 

CX TravelMedia Awards MC Te Radar

Communicators) to celebrate excellence in 
travel writing and photography. 
The writing judge was Kate Simon, a London-
based journalist for 30 years and the former 
travel editor of the British national newspaper 
the Independent on Sunday. She now 
contributes as a freelance travel writer to a 
variety of leading UK publications and runs 
her own communications company.  
The photography awards were judged by 
Aaron K, an Auckland-based commercial 
photographer and a past president and the 

current executive director of the Advertising 
and Illustrative Photographers’ Association; 
with freelance commercial and film stills 
photographer Chris Coad, a former winner 
of the Cathay Pacific Travel Photographer 
of the year award, and New Zealand Herald 
photographer Babiche Martens, who shoots 
predominately for Viva magazine.  She is also 
a past winner of the Cathay Pacific Travel 
Photographer of the year award in 2013.
Click here for details of all the awards and 
winners and to view the winners’ photographs 
and stories.

Vodkatrain sleeping arrangements
Penny Henderson, BDM NZ for Sundowners 
Overland has a little reminder on how rooming 
works for Vodkatrain accommodation. 
“We have had a number of instances of 
confusion both on the road and with agents 
recently so I just wanted to draw your attention 
to page 7 of the brochure, which reads: ‘In 
the hostels, hotels and guesthouses you will 
be sharing with fellow group members of the 

same sex and in the ger camp travellers usually
have the choice of who they share with. 
Depending on group size, you may e sharing 
with local travellers and members of the 
opposite sex on train sectors.’
‘We usually find that groups swap amongst 
themselves on the ground if couples really 
want to share together however we make 
reservations on a single sex basis.’”

Husky sledge transfers
From Winter 2014, Hurtigruten is introducing 
optional Husky transfers between Kirkenes 
Airport and the SnowHotel.
On arrival at Kirkenes airport, customers 
will be given all the suitable clothing to make 
the 45 minute journey by husky sledge to the 
hotel. Their luggage will follow by mini-bus.
The transfers will be available to customers
flying into Kirkenes for a ‘Classic Voyage 
South’, but who are staying overnight at the 
SnowHotel in Kirkenes for a night before 
joining the ship.

Hurtigruten offer a six day ‘Classic Voyage 
South’ travelling from Kirkenes to Bergen, 
including a night at the SnowHotel from 
£1,052pp, on a variety of dates, DEC14-
APR15. The price is based on two people 
sharing.
Husky transfers cost an additional £289pp, 
based on two people sharing a sledge.
For more info email Discover the World on 
hurtigruten@discovertheworld.com.au  or 
call (09) 623 4293.

http://www.travcom.org.nz

