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SURROUND YOURSELF IN THE 
COMFORT OF BUSINESS ELITE.
Relax in our 180-degree flat-bed seats with the most 
private seat configuration available (1-2-1) on our 
daily flights from Sydney to JFK, via LAX.  

For details, visit delta.com or call 09 977 2232.

* Connections from New Zealand are available with our code share partner Virgin Australia.

Toll-Free 0508 100 111 
tours@innovative-travel.com  

BOOK NOW for last 2 spaces to join  
celebrity chef, author & media person-
ality, Jax Hamilton on a fun filled culinary 
tour of amazing cuisine, master classes, rum & 
coffee tastings & the chance to experience the 
spectacular scenery, traditions & culture of 
Jamaica.  San Francisco, Kingston, Ocho 
Rios, Negril, Montego Bay 
15 days ex Auckland $10,795pp twin 
Departs  12 July ‘14 

 

0508 396 842

Yes we do!
MYANMAR

A lifetime of extraordinary travel

0508 496 753

Holiday Extra Bonus Offer
up to CAD$750* in added value

Enquire now >

*Added value amount is per couple. PrevuTrade adds value for sellers
An agent-only website has been launched that will help travel 
consultants and brokers add to their knowledge of destinations, 
making them more professional when sourcing information and 
adding value to their sales.
“PrevuTrade re-inserts the travel agent between the customer and 
the Internet,” says Prevu’s Roger Hawkins. “It gives them a central, 
standardised source of information on products and destinations. 
“It combines symbol-flagged Google maps with specific detail on 
accommodation, attractions and local services. There are video 
clips, photo galleries, room type details, nearby point of interest and 
much more.
“PrevuTrade delivers rich media content on attractions, activities, 
restaurants, transport options, destination news and backgrounders 
- all stuff that helps consultants demonstrate their professionalism 
and generate added-value sales before their clients’ departure.”
PrevuTrade Hawaii and PrevuTrade Samoa are the launch 
destinations and while more content for these and other Pacific 
destinations is being loaded all the time, these two are now live.
 “Try drilling down by using the maps,” says Hawkins. “They can be 
switched to satellite view so you can see what an area really looks 
like. Zoom in and click on a hotel icon to check out room types, 
facilities, photos and videos.”
The visual content is designed so it can be shared in-store with 
customers if required, but is very much geared for trade reference.
                                                                                            .... Cont p16      
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http://www.delta.com
http://www.innovativetravel.co.nz/special_group_tours/2014_coolest_cuisine_tour_to_jamaica_with_jax_hamilton
http://www.koreanair.com
http://www.exoticholidays.co.nz
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/rocky-mountaineer-special/
http://www.prevutrade.tv/destinations/
http://www.prevutrade.tv/destinations/hawaii/
http://www.prevutrade.tv/destinations/samoatravel/
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NZ-wide

CLICK HERE  
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WANT AD RESULTS?
You’ll get them 

by using TravelMemo
CLICK HERE  

TO REQUEST AD RATES

Kaikoura gains regional tourism status
Kaikoura has become the country’s 30th 
regional tourism organisation and is now a 
member of the coordinating and advocacy 
body Regional Tourism Organisations NZ 
(RTONZ).
It takes over from the previous marketing 
arm, Kaikoura Information & Tourism Inc.
RTONZ membership will help the newly 
formed Destination Kaikoura have a greater 
voice in domestic and inbound tourism 
matters, says manager Glenn Ormsby.
“We’re a small region, but Kaikoura punches 
well above its weight when it comes to 

tourism attractions and activities,” he said.
Kaikoura, with its mountains-and-sea setting 
and myriad eco-tourism activities, already 
attracts up to one million visitors a year. The 
region’s eco credentials were recently further 
enhanced by becoming the first community 
in the Southern Hemisphere to gain Earth-
check Platinum certification and by PM John 
Key’s announcement of the Government’s 
agreement to implement the Kaikoura Marine 
Strategy, Te Korowai o Te Tai o Marokura, 
establishing new marine reserves and 
sanctuaries to protect Kaikoura’s wildlife.

The Waterworks voted #1 in The Coromandel
A competition to find what makes The 
Coromandel good for your soul has come to 
an end with The Waterworks family fun park 
in Coromandel Town voted as clear favourite. 
The Waterworks is now featured on a 
billboard in downtown Auckland.
The facebook competition, administered by 
Destination Coromandel, amassed almost 
12,000 votes for favourite places to stay, play 
and dine.

Second place went to holiday home agency 
Bachcare, followed by Bullswool Farm Park in 
Paeroa. Cathedral Cove Kayaks and 
Coromandel Adventures completed the top 
five good for your soul experiences.
The Waterworks also took out the top place to 
play and Bachcare was the most popular style 
of accommodation. The dining category went 
to the award winning Bistro at Falls Retreat in 
the Karangahake Gorge.

Getting Ready for 
China workshops
Through April and June a series 
of 19 Tourism New Zealand 
workshops on how to provide 
the best service to Chinese 
visitors will be run across the 
North Island, similar to a 
program run in the South Island 
last year.
Attendance at the interactive 
‘Getting Ready for China’ 
Workshops, run by Amy Adams 
from Occam consulting, is 
limited to a maximum of 25 
persons per workshop.
Tourism New Zealand will also 
provide an overview of the 
China market and how to use 
the recently launched China 
Toolkit website - 
www.chinatoolkit.co.nz
A registration fee of $50+GST 
per person applies to non-
Qualmark accredited businesses. 
Qualmark accredited businesses 
can register one attendance at 
no cost.
Click here for dates and locations.

Queenstown Lakes District Council has granted consent for Pak’n’Save 
and Mitre 10 Mega stores at Shotover Park, Queenstown, after long and 
expensive legal battles. The decisions are seen as promoting economic 
growth and affordable building and living in the resort town.

http://www.nzonline.org.nz/nzo/business/sweet-as-campers-new-zealand-wide-campervan-hire
http://www.nzonline.org.nz
mailto:adrates@travelmemo.co.nz
http://www.tourismnewzealand.com/upcoming-events/upcoming-events/getting-ready-for-china-workshops/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Getting+Read+for+China+Workshops&utm_content=Getting+Read+for+China+Workshops+CID_2f6a6bff6290e0a18b164edcf4de4e00&utm_source=Teramail&utm_term=click%20here
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City of Sails, Explore showcased
The Royal Couple’s match race on the 
Waitemata last week generated big pictorial 
coverage in media throughout much of the 
world as Wills and Kate took the wheel on 
Explore’s ex-America’s Cup yachts.
Explore Group’s new logo featured 
prominently on NZL41 and NZL68 as the 
royals, backed by key Emirates Team New 
Zealand members, select local youth class 
sailors and members of the RNZYS youth 
programme, showed their skills before big 
crowds on the Auckland waterfront and a 
posse of international media.
Skipper for the Duchess, and Explore Group 
managing director William Goodfellow, said 
“the
Duchess seemed to truly enjoy her 
experience, especially taking out two wins.”

Shotover Jet achieved priceless publicity when the Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge enjoyed a dose of adrenalin fun on the Shotover River and 
through its canyons, watched by the gathered media and the thousands who 
packed all vantage points. Pictured here, members of Ngāi Tahu and 
Shotover Jet joined the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge for the jet boat ride. 
       Pic | Shotover Jet

Airport cafe runner-up to world’s best
Wellington Airport’s Mojo airport cafe has been rated second only to 
Joe and the Juice at Copenhagen Airport as the world’s best airport 
coffee shop by New York-based travel website thrillist.com.  
The website described Mojo airport’s two-level cafe as a “well-loved 
boutique roastery in Wellington”. 
“Mojo puts an emphasis on crop to cup and brews a variety of single-
origin Guatemalan, Ethiopian, and Peruvian blends,” it said. 
“Their signature house java, though, is Dr. Mojo’s Medicine, which 
rocks hints of nut and chocolate, and a spicy toffee finish.” 
Mojo’s manager, owner, barista and chef, Jason Neilson told the 
Dominion Post a good coffee started with the bean selection and the 
roasting, done by Mojo’s head office in Wellington. 
Consistency and quality were key. 
“There’s a lot that can go wrong in a coffee,” he said. “The time and 
effort that the head office puts into growing the right beans and the 
cupping and roasting [makes sure] the quality is always 100 per cent.” 
The airport cafe was also different because it made all the cafe’s meals, 
dressings and cabinet food on site to keep up with the high-speed 
demands.

NEXT ISSUE: TUE 22APR
HAVE A HAPPY EASTER
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AUSTRALIA
Port Douglas open for business 
Port Douglas is open for business as operators 
in the region resume full services in the wake 
of Cyclone Ita.  
Tourism Port Douglas and Daintree 
executive officer Doug Ryan said the seaside 
town, which was hit by the Category One 
system on Saturday, was up and running with 
most restaurants, cafes and boutiques now 
open in the main street. 
“The Easter school holidays are a busy time 
for the town and we are pleased to report that 
apart from a few fallen trees, which have now 
been cleaned up, everything is back to normal 
in Port Douglas.”

He said most reef operators would also be 
offering their tours to the Low Isles and the 
Outer Great Barrier Reef by yesterday. 
“Sailaway is back into full operation and will 
be offering its sunset sail today as planned so 
those who have booked will not miss out.”
He said Daintree Ferry operations were likely 
to also resume yesterday but has 
recommended those interested in travelling 
north of the river to check on the Douglas 
Shire Council’s website for further updates as 
well as contact individual operators to check 
if they are open.

Qantas Queensland Sale from $209
Qantas has released special Economy fares 
from Auckland to Brisbane from $209 one 
way, plus a special Queensland Walkabout 

Pass, on sale until Thursday 17APR14.
Visit www.qantas.co.nz/agents for full details 
and tariff advice.

David Jones revitalisation
northern-hemisphere retailers pouring into 
Australia such as Spanish fast-fashion brand 
Zara, Britain’s Topshop and Swedish global 
clothing and housewares chain H&M.
Woolworths, which has controlled Country 
Road for 15 years and recently picked up 
Witchery and Mimco, wants to create the best 
department store in the southern hemisphere.
Woolworths intends lifting DJ’s sales of 
private label or ‘’company-owned’’ brands and 
investing in service and staff, among other 
goals.
The move is expected to sting rival Myer into 
a competitive response, all of which is good 
news for Kiwi shopaholics.

Among Australia’s great visitor attractions for 
Kiwis, David Jones’ 38 department stores are 
being promised a transformation and 
revitalisation if and when South African retail 
giant Woolworths Holdings succeeds in its 
takeover bid for the 176-year-old retailer.
The Sydney Morning Herald reports there is 
feeling among retail analysts, fashion 
designers, fashion buyers, bloggers and 
fashionistas in general that the Woolworths 
bid will mark a step-change in the course of 
Australia’s A$5 billion department store 
sector.
The change is reportedly being driven by 
the onslaught of online shopping and new 

Say ‘I DO’ on the Great Barrier Reef
Cruise Whitsundays has opened up its Great 
Barrier Reef pontoon to weddings and events, 
at a gala launch event held at the reef last 
Thursday.
The permanently moored ‘Reefworld’ 
pontoon is 40 nautical miles from the 
Whitsunday Coast mainland, at Hardy Reef, 
just near world famous ‘Heart Reef ’.
Wedding and event packages include private 
charter of one of Cruise Whitsundays’ 
cruising catamarans for guests to travel to and 
from the reef, exclusive use of the ‘Reefworld 
II’ pontoon at Hardy Reef and a range of 
seated and standing set ups for meals, cocktail 
receptions or corporate events.
Wedding packages also include a romantic 
night for the Bridal couple at ‘Reefsleep’ – 
sleeping overnight in a private Honeymoon 

Suite on the pontoon including a candlelight 
dinner surrounded by fish in the underwater 
observatory.
Bookings are now open for 2014 and 2015 
weddings and events.   Visit 
www.cruisewhitsundays.com/groups.aspx or 
email weddings@cruisewhitsundays.com

NEXT ISSUE: TUE 22APR
HAVE A HAPPY EASTER
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New Caledonia. Now on sale at $680. 
Aircalin has put New Caledonia on sale with 
return, economy class fares, ex Auckland, 
including all taxes/levies, from $680 return.
On sale until 29APR14 and valid for travel 
08MAY14-30OCT14 (completed), some 
closeouts apply. 

Applicable to all four international flights ex 
Auckland providing reservations are booked 
under the SB flight number. Amendment 
and cancellation fees apply. Seats may not be 
available on all flights. Other booking 
conditions apply. Refer GDS for full info.

Cruise line balks at tax
A cruise ship carrying wealthy travellers 
reportedly cut short a planned two-day 
stopover in Rarotonga when it learned its 
1250 passengers and 760 crew would have 
been slugged with the Cook Islands departure 
tax of $65 each.
Cook Islands News Online says the Oceania 
Cruises flagship Marina would have been one 
of the few cruise vessels to ever have 
overnighted in the Cooks.
The cruise line, on finding out that the tax 
would have been levied, opted instead to alter 
the ship’s schedule to keep it to a day-visit.
Matina Travel, the ship’s local agent, is quoted 
as saying it is “very disappointed” with the 
Revenue Management Division’s decision to 
charge departure tax.
“What would they prefer, for us to make 
about $100,000 on departure tax and lose 

these ships coming in? The ship has said if 
there are too many difficulties they’re not 
going to come back at all,” said ports 
operations manager Vina Manuel.
She told CI News the tax should have been 
waived because the visitors were not staying 
on land.
Metua Vaiimene, Cook Islands Tourism 
Corporation’s Director of Destination 
Development, said the problem stemmed 
from a lack of communication from Matina 
Travel.
If the information had come through earlier, 
there may have been more time to negotiate 
waiving the tax, he said.
Alternatively, Oceania could have had time 
to look at including the departure tax in its 
passenger fees.

Birding on Norfolk Island
Norfolk Island is home to a fascinating 
mixture of birds, including the green parrot 
and the boobook owl.  
The island’s isolation means that a high 
proportion of its birdlife is found nowhere 
else in the world.  Bird watching tours are 
available with the knowledgeable Margaret 
Christian.  Link here to a blog from recent 
guests.

Air Tahiti Nui’s 
Kiwi ambassador
Reigning World Junior Champion 
surfer Ella Williams has been 
named Air Tahiti Nui’s first Kiwi 
ambassador.
Riding a wave of success after 
taking out the Women’s ASP World 
Junior Championships in Brazil 
last year, the 19-year-old from 
Whangamata said she was thrilled 
to be partnering with the national 
carrier of a destination famous for 
its surfing.
Ella competed in a junior pro in 
Tahiti last year and said she was 
blown away by the island’s natural 
beauty and fun surfing culture.
“Tahiti is amazing, photos don’t do 
it justice. It has such a great vibe 
and I’m so excited to be onboard 
with Air Tahiti Nui for this next 
part of my journey,” Ella said.

NEXT ISSUE: TUE 22APR
HAVE A HAPPY EASTER

http://www.pacificresort.com/hot-deals-of-the-moment/stay-7-pay-4-shortlife-special
http://www.feathersandphotos.com.au/forum/showthread.php?29043-Norfolk-Island-March-2014


New Caledonia. Now on Sale!

$680
www.aircalin.com

Return 
ex Auckland
including
taxes/levies

(09) 977 2238

On sale until 29Apr14.  Valid for travel 08May14-30Oct14.  
Book W class.  Closeouts and conditions apply.  Refer GDS.

FROM 
 NZ
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NZ arrivals into Tahiti up for FEB14
New Zealand arrivals to Tahiti and her 
Islands for FEB14 increased 16.2% over 
FEB13, well above the overall 11% in global 
arrivals.  The increase this month is due to 
the arrival of 1,207 additional cruise 
passengers, while the number of tourists 
flying in remained stable. 
As of DEC13 the increase to five direct 
flight services per week from Auckland to 
Papeete eased flight availability for both the 
Kiwi market as well as Tahitians travelling to 
New Zealand. 

Raumati Barbara of Tahiti Tourisme says a 
contributing factor over and above the love 
of cruising is the strength of the New Zealand 
dollar making Tahiti an affordable 
destination.  
The most popular of small cruise ships in 
French Polynesia for the New Zealand 
market are the Aranui 3, Paul Gauguin and 
Windstar’s Wind Spirit.

New vessel for Koka Lagoon Cruises 
Koka Lagoon Cruises, Rarotonga has 
launched a second glass bottom boat to cater 
to an ever increasing demand over the past 
four years.
Koka has established itself as a must-do tour, 
ranking #1 tour on TripAdvisor for the past 
two years. The purpose-built Tai Marino will 
fit well into the lagoon environment, with its 
impressive traditional motif along the side, 
thatched roofing, and impressive carved 
Tangaroa at the bow.   
It has seating for 55 guests and its interior 
offers plenty of legroom and enjoyable glass 
bottom viewing, with a stage area up for’ard 

for on-board entertainment from the crew.  
The original Reva Moana has seating for 35, 
so with the additional new craft available, the 
tour can cater to conference groups/wedding 
groups of up to 90 guests.  
Koka says it aims to continue providing the 
most memorable experience for visitors to 
Rarotonga, with crew known for their 
entertainment on board, a safe guided snor-
kelling experience, a coconut palm climbing 
demonstration, and a delicious fish BBQ 
lunch, making the product so much more 
than just a snorkelling tour.

Holiday Inn Suva appointment
InterContinental Fiji Golf Resort & Spa has appointed Javed 
Shameem to the role of Business Development Executive, to be 
based at its sister property, the Holiday Inn Suva. 
Javed comes to the role from almost three years as a Business 
Development Executive at Sofitel Fiji Resort & Spa.  
He was recently in New Zealand at Tourism Fiji’s Bula Marau 
roadshow.

NEXT ISSUE: TUE 22APR
HAVE A HAPPY EASTER

http://nz.aircalin.com/billet-noumea.php


 

 

 

HOTEL OPERATORS 
DIRECT FROM THAILAND 

JOIN US IN AN INFORMATIVE EVENING  
OF TABLE TOP PRESENTATIONS –  
Including Refreshments and Dinner 

 

 
 

30 Latimer  Square, Christchurch  
 

5.00PM TO 8.00PM 
 

Spaces are Limited  ………  THEREFORE DON’T DELAY COMPLETE THE ONLINE  
REGISTRATION FORM BY USING THE LINK BELOW 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE – Thursday 24th April 2014. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1tW67UGiULa5gU7-
658bQRbDZNJGtFuOKQg0f7SFDK9M/edit 

 
A confirmation will be sent via e-mail to you to confirm your place. Do not presume 
your space is confirmed until you have a written confirmation. 
 
NB: There is a $ 25.00 cancellation fee for any cancellations within 24 hours of the 
evening or any No Shows. 
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Beach Resorts in Thailand? Yes, we do!!CALL NOW
 0508 396 842                 www.exotic holidays.co.nz                   info@exoticholidays.co.nz

ASIA
Thailand Roadshow - Christchurch
Christchurch area travel agents are invited to 
attend the Thailand Roadshow in 
Christchurch on Thursday 08MAY14. 
Six suppliers are coming from Thailand to 
present their product to the travel industry. 
They include Banthai Hotel and Resort 
Company, Phuket; Centara Hotels and 
Resorts; Chaweng & Melati Beach Resort 
& Spa, Koh Samui; Patong Beach Hotel and 
Baan Samui Resort; Rama Gardens Hotel, 
Bangkok; and Sea Sun Sand Resort & Spa, 
Phuket.

Being held 5.00-8.00pm at Rydges Latimer 
Square, the format involves refreshments, 
table-top presentations and dinner.
Spaces are limited, so agents are urged to 
complete their online registration here 
before Thursday 24APR. A confirmation 
will be sent via e-mail. Do not presume your 
space is confirmed until you have a written 
confirmation. 
NB: There is a $25 cancellation fee for any 
cancellations within 24 hours of the evening 
or for No Shows.

Fly CX to Hong Kong from $1380 return
Cathay Pacific has released a special fare to 
Hong Kong from $1,380 return economy class 
ex Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch.
Travellers need to be quick, as the fare is only 
available for purchase until this Thursday, 
17APR. 
Cathay Pacific has also released special return 
fares for Premium Economy from $2,400 

from NZ to Hong Kong, and from $5,400 for 
return Business Class.  The above fares do not 
include payment of $68 for Government and 
airport taxes or charges.
Travel must be commenced and completed 
between 01MAY-30NOV14 and travel is 
not permitted 09JUL-09AUG and 26SEP-
31OCT14.

Myanmar Visa-On-Arrival
World Journeys reports that the Myanmar 
Ministry of Hotels & Tourism has announced 
the reinstatement of the pre-arranged visa-
on-arrival procedure. This welcome news 
reverses a previous decision by the ministry 

to limit arrival visas in anticipation of the 
forthcoming e-visa service. The original 
application process will remain, requiring 
tourists to submit all necessary paperwork at 
least three weeks prior to arrival.

Limited offer discount 
Active Asia is offering $200 off Small Group Tours in Vietnam 
(excluding the Mekong Explorer) on new bookings until 30APR14. 
Email sales@activeasia.co.nz or call 09-360 7669.

http://www.exoticholidays.co.nz
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1tW67UGiULa5gU7-658bQRbDZNJGtFuOKQg0f7SFDK9M/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1tW67UGiULa5gU7-658bQRbDZNJGtFuOKQg0f7SFDK9M/edit
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Beyond the cringe
The Singapore Tourism Board decision to 
leave it to Manila’s ABS-CBN network to 
create a customised promotional YouTube 
video on the delights of Singapore has been 
an epic fail.
Described as so bad it would go viral, the 
three-minute video had been intended to 
resonate with the Philippines market. It 
shows a young Filipino couple who display 
amazement as they visit Singapore sights like 
Marina Bay Sands casino and the Gardens by 
the Bay.
Featuring more cheese than a stuffed-crust 
pizza, the video ends with the woman 
presenting the man with a gift box that turns 
out to contain a positive pregnancy test and 

says “I knew Singapore always had a surprise 
waiting for me!” her husband exclaims to 
which the woman replies with “Happy 
anniversary, honey”. 
People took to social media to mock the badly 
filmed, dubbed, acted and scripted piece, 
which has since been pulled from the STB’s 
YouTube channel and Facebook page because 
it “was not resonating well with audiences,” 
according to a media statement from the STB.
The Sydney Morning Herald reports that 
spoofs of the video have been posted on a 
Facebook parody site SGAG, with mock-ups 
of ads featuring giveaway pregnancy test kits 
for every visitor to Singapore.

Escorted Japan Journey 
released
World Journeys has just released its 2015 
“Cherry Blossom Japan” small group 
escorted journey, departing 04APR15.  
Timed to coincide with the must-see Cherry 
Blossom season, the itinerary visits Tokyo and 
its impressive gardens, takes in spectacular 
views of Mt Fuji, the alpine ‘old town’ of 
Takayama, cultural Kyoto, poignant 
Hiroshima and a bullet train trip.  
Pricing will be confirmed shortly, but the tour 

is open for registrations now.  
Contact kim@worldjourneys.co.nz or call 
0800 117311.

Japan Educational 
Active Asia in conjunction with Air New 
Zealand has just released details of a 
6-day agents famil to Japan departing 
15JUN. 
Click here for itinerary information and 
to register your interest. 

Agents famil to Vietnam 
Ten House of Travel agents have just returned 
from a famil to central and southern 
Vietnam, co-hosted by Active Asia and 
Singapore Airlines.
By all reports the participants found it to be 
an exciting and cultural experience. It began 
with dinner at Raffles Hotel in Singapore and 
the Vietnam highlights included a visit to Tra 
Que farming village, a cooking class, cyclo 
ride and a visit to the Cu Chi tunnels. A 
farewell Bonsai dinner cruise in Saigon 
featured a traditional culture show and 

entertainment. 
The agents are pictured here in front of the 
ancient ruins of My Son – the home of the 
Cham people between the 4th and 13th 
centuries.
L to R: Fiona Burns,  Belinda Fifield, 
Jonathan Prager, Rosa Tate, Claire Murray, 
Sarah O’Callaghan, Nicky Hendon, Kaye 
Clements – Active Asia Escort, Lyn Rapley – 
SQ Escort, Joanne Raven, Angela 
Groenendijk,  Steve Wilson.

Yala closure
World Journeys reminds agents that Yala 
National Park in the southeast of Sri Lanka, is 
closed for the month of SEP14 for its annual 
maintenance program.  Yala is a highlight 
of a visit to Sri Lanka, being home to the Sri 
Lankan elephant, bears, prolific wildlife and a 
small population of leopard.

Freephone 0800 440 055
nzsales@odysseytravel.com.auJet off to India AKL - BOM from NZD 905 OW / NZD 1610 RT

http://www.worldjourneys.co.nz/package.php?packageType=Escorted&packageID=284&packageName=Cherry-Blossom-Japan
http://www.activeasia.co.nz/wawcs0142869/famils.html
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THE AMERICAS Bud’n’Breakfast in Denver – so mile high
Colorado has legalised marijuana sale and 
use, so a Denver company is transforming a 
local B&B into what it calls an all-inclusive 
“bud and breakfast,” offering marijuana and 
cannabis-infused edibles to guests.
Pladeo Corp. has signed a one-year lease for 
Adagio Bed and Breakfast, at 1430 Race St. in 
Denver.
“The guest package will include unlimited 
food, drink and, of course, the best marijuana 
and marijuana edibles Colorado has to offer,” 
Pladeo’s announcement said. “Guests will 

also have access to an on-site chef available to 
prepare gourmet food cooked to order. 
Furthermore, the Bud and Breakfast will 
provide unlimited luxury transportation 
within the Denver city limits with 24-hour 
security.”
“If our concept is successful, we intend to 
expand through the leasing or acquisition of 
additional inns and bed and breakfast 
establishments,” says the company’s CEO. 
And Pladeo says it is changing its name to 
The MaryJane Group Inc.Two places left on the Jax Jamaica tour

Masterchef ’s Jax Hamilton is leading an 
intimate special group tour to her homeland 
Jamaica 12-26JUL14 and two places have 
become available.
The tour includes an Air New Zealand flight 
to San Francisco with two nights and a full 
day for exploration and sightseeing plus 
dinner at Fishermans Wharf before flying via 

Miami to Kingston, Jamaica. What follows is 
ten nights in Jamaica, with time in 
Kingston, Ocho Rios, Negril and Montego 
Bay, a number of cooking lessons, rum and 
coffee tastings, specialty meals, sightseeing, a 
sunset cruise and plenty of time for relaxation 
on the white sand beaches.
Click here to download the itinerary.

Buenos Aires hotel deals
World Journeys has Stay 3/Pay 2 night deals 
on two luxury hotels in Buenos Aires, valid 
for travel 01MAY-30SEP14.  
The Faena Universe Hotel (pictured) is one 
of the most luxurious boutique hotels in 
Buenos Aires, situated in the very stylish 
area of Puerto Madero, famous for its 
great bars and cafes. An executive
Double or Twin Room for 3 nights 
including breakfast is now from $870pp 
share twin.   
The Sofitel Buenos Aires Hotel is a 
luxury hotel situated in a quiet and leafy 
area surrounded by sidewalk cafes and 
smart boutiques. A 3-night stay in a 
Superior Room including breakfast and 

Wi-Fi is priced from $455pp share twin.  
Contact World Journeys 0800 117311 or 
info@worldjourneys.co.nz 

All you need 
is Ecuador
Ecuador’s Ministry 
of Tourism has just 
launched a new 
promotional campaign 
for Ecuador, with the 
slogan “All You Need is 
Ecuador”.  Focussing on 
the diversity of 
landscapes, cultures 
and attractions on offer 
in Ecuador, the 
campaign represents 
an investment of an 
estimated US$20million 
budget, and 
encompasses digital 
and social media, as 
well as TV and print advertising.  
World Journeys’ Director Chris Lyons 
wholeheartedly backs the campaign’s 
message, saying “Ecuador has got it all!  The 
Galapagos Islands, the Amazon, the Cloud 
Forest, the Andean highlands with their 

ancient Incan history, the gorgeous hacienda 
accommodation, and the stunning colonial 
cities are all within easy reach”.  
Contact World Journeys for tailor-made 
itineraries in Ecuador ph 0800 117311 or 
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

http://www.delta.com/traveling_checkin/inflight_services/economy_class/economy_comfort.jsp
http://www.innovativetravel.co.nz/special_group_tours/2014_coolest_cuisine_tour_to_jamaica_with_jax_hamilton
http://www.innovativetravel.co.nz/files/docs/groups/jax%202014%20itin%20and%20booking%20form.pdf
http://www.worldjourneys.co.nz/country.php?country=Ecuador
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Dubai among ‘Best 25 Places to Go in the World’ 
MIDDLE EAST / AFRICA

Dubai has been named as one of the top 
25 places to go worldwide in the Traveller 
Choice Awards 2014 by TripAdvisor, the 
world’s largest travel site. 
The entry highlighted 646 activities to try in 
Dubai including the Sheikh Mohammed 
Centre for Cultural Understanding, The 
Dubai Fountain, Dubai Creek and various 
attractions and tours in the city, desert and 
along the coast.

Travellers’ Choice Destinations honour top 
travel spots worldwide based on the millions
of valuable reviews and opinions from 
TripAdvisor travellers. Award winners were 
determined using an algorithm that took into 
account the quantity and quality of reviews 
and ratings for hotels, attractions and 
restaurants in destinations worldwide, 
gathered over a 12-month period.

Bonus on The Blue Train in June
World Journeys says that not only has The 
Blue Train added extra departures this year, 
but when your clients book the Pretoria to 
Cape Town departures 02, 09 or 16JUN; or 
Cape Town to Pretoria 04, 11 or 18JUN, 
they will enjoy two night’s free hotel 
accommodation pre or post their Blue Train 
trip.  Accommodation in Pretoria is at the 
Sheraton Hotel or Castello de Monte (left), 
and in Cape Town at the Taj Hotel or The 
Westin, and includes breakfast, and transfers 
to the station.  
The offer applies to new bookings only and is 
subject to availability.

Fly me to Phinda
World Journeys says that getting to Phinda 
Private Game Reserve in South Africa’s 
Northern KwaZulu region has never been 
easier.  New direct flights from Johannesburg 
4 days a week eliminate the need for a three-
hour road transfer from Durban or a 600km 
drive from Jo’burg.  
Your clients can enjoy free flights from 
Johannesburg to Phinda if they stay three 

nights at &Beyond Phinda Mountain Lodge 
or &Beyond Phinda Forest Lodge.  Valid for 
travel throughout 2014, this offer includes 
return flights to Richards Bay and return 
shared road transfers to Phinda.  The offer 
may not be combined with any other, and 
does not apply to groups of 12 or more guests.  
Contact World Journeys 0800 117311 or 
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

16,000 Chinese sellers party in Dubai
Around 7,500 sales executives from China 
partied in Dubai last Thursday as part of an 
incentive trip, and an equal number of 
colleagues were expected to arrive on Sunday.
Part of an incentive trip billed as the biggest 
ever in Dubai, it recognised the top sellers 
in China of US-based anti-aging products 
company, Nu Skin.
In all, some 16,000 top sales staff flew in for 
their 10-day UAE tour, which included a 
massive outdoor dinner at the Bab Al Shams 
resort in the desert. They were shuttled there 

on 140 chartered buses from the city, and 
Gulf News reports they were served several 
tonnes of food prepared by 1,500 staff. 
Entertainment came from Chinese musicians, 
videos of trip highlights on giant screens and 
included a spectacular fireworks display.
The sales executives reportedly wore specially 
created Arab costumes or Nu Skin 
promotional gear.
“I’ve been on incentive trips before, but 
nothing like this,” Liu Q., a team leader in 
Thursday’s group told Gulf News.

Female share on Southern Africa tour 
World Journeys has a lady wishing to share 
with another on its small group escorted 
“Best of Southern Africa” journey departing
14JUN14.  The 23-day itinerary includes 
safaris in Kruger, Etosha and Chobe National 
Parks, as well as time in Cape Town, the 
spectacular dunes of Sossusvlei, and Victoria 
Falls.  Priced from $14,980pp share twin, this 
includes airfares ex AKL/WLG/CHC, 4-star-

hotels and safari lodges, transfers and all 
transport, sightseeing and National Park fees, 
and the services of a World Journeys host 
throughout.  Airline taxes of $770pp, and 
tipping are additional, and an optional 
extension to Botswana’s Okavango Delta is 
available.  
Contact World Journeys 0800 117311 or 
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

NEXT ISSUE: TUE 22APR
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http://www.worldjourneys.co.nz/package.php?packageType=TailorMade&packageID=1000022&packageName=The-Blue-Train
http://www.worldjourneys.co.nz/package.php?packageType=TailorMade&packageID=1000022&packageName=The-Blue-Train
http://www.worldjourneys.co.nz/package.php?packageType=TailorMade&packageID=1000025&packageName=Phinda-Private-Game-Reserve
http://www.worldjourneys.co.nz/package.php?packageType=Escorted&packageID=3000368&packageName=Best-of-Southern-Africa
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Experience Europe with Etihad Airways. With 
connecting flights from Auckland, Christchurch 
and Wellington to Australia with our partners 
Virgin Australia and Air New Zealand, Europe 
has never been closer. Click Here

The Odzala Experience 
The Republic of Congo (Brazzaville) is 
described as a surprising central African gem 
with seemingly endless pristine tropical forest 
and fingers of moist savannah covering its 
interior.
You can send your clients there on the 7-day 
Odzala Experience with Adventure World for 
a once-in-a-lifetime adventure in this 
fascinating region.
The Odzala Experience is undertaken from 
two intimate camps that blend into this 
remote forest environment: Lango Camp, on 
the edge of the savannah and with access to 
the Lekoli and Mambili Rivers, and Ngaga 
Camp in the heart of a marantaceae forest. 
Travellers will enjoy tracking local gorilla 
groups, pirogue rides along lush river 
systems, game drives in the savannah, night 
drives, walks along lush forest streams and 
salines, and time spent at the productive 
forest bais.
This itinerary includes 6 nights 
accommodation, all meals, house beverages, 
transportation, scheduled game activities 
and return domestic flights between 
Brazzaville and M’Boko airstrip. Prices start 
from $10,265pp. Terms and conditions apply.
For more information, call 0508 496 753.

Guaranteed departure on small group African safaris
The Innovative Travel Company says three of 
its boutique African safaris with The Safari 
Company – owned by Kiwi-born Andy Kibby, 
who lives in Africa – are now guaranteed to 
depart.
They are the:  
25-day Gorilla Safari (Kenya Uganda, Rwanda 
& Tanzania) departing 16AUG, priced from 
$7060pp share twin
19-day Gameparks & Gorillas (Kenya, 
Uganda & Rwanda) departing 16AUG, priced 
from $5995pp share twin

29-day Gorillas, Gameparks & Beaches 
(Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya & Tanzania) 
departing 21SEP, priced from $7550pp share 
twin. 
The safaris include airport transfers, 
accommodation, daily breakfast, most 
lunches & dinners, game park entrance fees, 
driver/guide, camp assistant & safari vehicle 
transportation. 
Bookings & Enquiries Toll-Free 0508 100 111 
info@innovative-travel.com

Aladdin City project for Dubai Creek
Dubai is building an “Aladdin City,” a project inspired by the tales of 
Aladdin and Sindbad, according to Dubai Municipality.
According to Emirates 24/7, the project will have three towers, 
comprising commercial and hotel space, elevated along 450 metres 
of Dubai Creek within the traditional commercial vessels port in Al 
Regga, out of the old Dubai.
The project will have air-conditioned bridges with moving walkways 
connecting the towers, driveways and parking lots.
The architectural form will reference the historical and heritage 
relationship of sailing ships trading with Asia since the 11th century 
and the myths of Sindbad and Aladdin. They will also be inspired by 
ancient legends of buildings and palaces with oddly shaped domes, 
suspended in the air and clouds.
The towers will be 34-, 26- and 25-storeys in height.

Six Flags park for Dubai
Six Flags Entertainment Corporation, the 
world’s largest regional theme park company, 
is bringing a Six 
Flags-branded 
theme park to 
Dubai. The joint-
venture project is 
planned to open in 
late 2017 and will 
be located within a 
multi-themed park 
project in Jebel Ali.

NEXT ISSUE: TUE 22APR
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http://www.etihad.com/en-nz/
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/africa/eastern-africa/rwanda-and-uganda/tours/the-odzala-experience/
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/africa/eastern-africa/rwanda-and-uganda/tours/the-odzala-experience/
http://www.innovativetravel.co.nz/middle_east/africa_safari_s
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AVIATIONEUROPE
99 days and counting
Yesterday marked exactly 100 days to go to 
the XX Commonwealth Games in Glasgow.  
To celebrate the occasion, VisitScotland, 
the national tourism body for Scotland, has 
unveiled a list of the 100 Brilliant Things to 
do in Scotland that everyone must experience 
whilst in the country during this year.

With so much excitement building around 
the big event in Glasgow, the city offers the 
perfect gateway to exploring the rest of 
Scotland during 2014. 
The full list of 100 things to do in Scotland 
can be downloaded at www.visitscotland.com

Coronation St pulls big crowds
Corrie fans have reportedly overwhelmed a 
new visitor attraction making it as popular as 
attractions like The Making of Harry Potter 
and the David Bowie exhibition at the V&A.
Travelmole says the new ‘Coronation Street: 
The Tour’ visitor attraction predicts around 
12,000 people a week will visit the former 
ITV studio site over the next six months.
Tickets to the Manchester attraction, which 
includes a tour of the famous cobbled street, 

the indoor sets and various memorabilia, 
went on sale in March.
With more than half the 300,000 tickets for 
the attraction pre-sold, Continuum said total 
sales for the initial six months of the tour 
were likely to top £5m.
The company is looking at whether more 
capacity can be released to meet the massive 
demand for tickets.

London City Airport economics questioned
London City Airport should be closed and 
the site redeveloped, according to a left wing 
think tank.
Travelmole reports that the New Economics 
Foundation claims the Docklands airport 
creates little value, despite taking up 
500,000sq m of prime land in the heart of the 
city, and contributed only £110 million to the 
UK economy in 2011, which was less than a 
fifth of the nearby ExCeL Exhibition centre.
NEF economist Helen Kersley told the BBC 
the CBD airport accounted for only 2.4% of 
London’s flights and its passengers could use 
Heathrow, Gatwick or Stansted instead.
“Given our current dire shortage of homes, as 
well as the UK’s international commitments 
to cutting its carbon emissions, we must 

seriously question the logic of locating an 
airport on precious inner city land,” she is 
quoted as saying. 
“London City Airport places a significant 
environmental and social burden on 
neighbouring communities and gives back 
very little in return.”
A London City Airport spokeswoman 
responded, saying: “The only airport in 
London provides a direct route to the 
capital’s business, financial and political 
centres, facilitating inward investment and 
economic growth.”
She added closing the airport would put 2,000 
people out of work, prevent the creation of a 
further 1,500 jobs by 2023 and remove £750m 
a year from the economy.

Fiji Airways reports profit 
Air Pacific Group has announced its financial
results for the nine-month period ended 
31DEC13, having changed its financial year to 
reflect the calendar year. 
Mr. Nalin Patel, Chairman of Board of 
Directors of Air Pacific Limited Trading 
as Fiji Airways said that both airlines, Fiji 
Airways and its Pacific Sun subsidiary, and its 
consolidated group made profits for the nine 
months period ended 31DEC13.  Air Pacific 
Group comprises Fiji Airways, its wholly 
owned subsidiary Pacific Sun, and a 38.75% 
stake in the Sofitel Fiji Resort & Spa on 
Denarau Island.
Air Pacific Group reported an operating profit 
before income tax of F$14.2 million for the 9 
month period ended 31DEC13, compared to 
an operating profit before income tax of $22.4 

million for the preceding 12 month period 
ended 31MAR13. 
On a net basis, The Group reported an after 
tax profit of $14.5 million versus $17.8 million 
for APR12-MAR13. The nine months 
performance was driven by a 2.5% increase in 
passenger numbers and a revenue increase of 
1.0%, leading to a slide in yield -1.5 % which 
the airline says is due to the “relentless 
competitive environment”, especially from/to 
the US and Australia.  
Mr. Patel noted that the rebranding from Air 
Pacific to Fiji Airways and the change from 
B747s to A330s accounted for more than 
$14 million one-time transition expenses in 
the Financial Year 2013. “Our finance costs 
increased by $33.6 million as we added these 
new aircraft to our Fiji Airways fleet.”

Emirates fifth-freedom rights rescinded
An Italian court has ruled that Emirates 
cannot operate flights directly between Milan 
Malpensa airport and New York, upholding a 
legal challenge brought against it by the 
Italian airline association Assaereo, whose 
largest member carrier is Alitalia.
According to the court, Assaereo said in 
a statement last Thursday, the right to use 
Milan as a stopover cannot be granted to a 
non-EU operator or a carrier from a country 

which is neither the port of departure nor 
destination, which in this case are Italy and 
the United States.
By the by, Emirates is a direct competitor of 
Etihad, which is in talks with the loss-making 
Alitalia for the possible purchase of a large 
stake.
Emirates, which may appeal the decision, 
started to fly the Malpensa-New York route in 
October last year.

A350 XWB flies to UK
ATW Online reports that the new Airbus 
A350 XWB test aircraft, MSN3, has flown to 
Cotswold Airport in Gloucestershire as part 
of routine certification tests.
The aircraft is one of four currently flying and 
undergoing rigorous testing in preparation 

for the A350’s certification and entry into 
service later this year.
In total, the A350 XWB flight test campaign 
will accumulate around 2,500 flight hours 
with the fleet of five aircraft, according to 
Airbus.

http://www.cxagents.com


Over 120 European destinations ... now that’s Wunderbar!

Wellington to extend terminal
Infratil last week gave the green light for the 
extension of Wellington airport’s terminal, as 
well as runway improvements and more 
parking, as part of an overall $250m plan. 
The main terminal building was being 
extended 35 metres to the south, at a cost of 
$62m, and the north pier doubled in width, 
for $19m. 
But added to that was about $30m in airfield 
engineering and apron work, where the 
aircraft are parked. 
Wellington Airport chief executive Steve 
Sanderson said work was scheduled to begin 
on the extension in August this year, with the 
project going out to tender within the next 
month. 
It would take about 12 months to complete, 
he said, and would feature one major security 
check at the entrance to the passenger lounge, 
as opposed to the current check at each gate. 
“There will obviously be more room for 

passengers and bigger floor space for more 
retail as well.” 
The decision to proceed with the upgrade is 
portrayed by Mr Sanderson as a short-term 
focus that is “very much about extending 
trans-Tasman opportunities, because that is 
where there is the opportunity to entice 
further operators to operate”. 
He told the Dominion Post that 84 airlines 
operated in Australia but Wellington Airport 
handled flights by just three - Virgin, Qantas 
and Air New Zealand. 
“Emirates operate trans-Tasman to 
Christchurch and Auckland particularly, and 
so does Air China. 
“We’re very keen on enticing those and 
equally Jetstar as well. [We are the] only 
major airport in New Zealand which Jetstar 
doesn’t operate on across the Tasman, so we 
are continuously having discussions with 
them.”

Hainan Airlines to use Avalon
China’s Hainan Airlines will use Victoria’s 
Avalon Airport as a base under a new deal 
that could allow passengers to fly direct to 
China.
The Age reports that Victorian Premier Denis 
Napthine said the agreement, expanding 
transport operations between HNA Group 
Hainan Airlines in China and Linfox in 
Avalon, was terrific news for Geelong and for 
jobs.
‘’It initially involves regular air freight 
services from Avalon to China, which is really 
important for the government’s Food to Asia 
Program,’’ Dr Napthine said on Friday. ‘’Then 
we’ll have a look towards passenger flights 
into the future.’’
While on a trade mission to enhance ties 

with Asia, the Premier joined Prime Minister 
Tony Abbott in Shanghai for the signing of a 
memorandum of understanding to create the 
international terminal.
The deal commits Linfox to assist Hainan 
Airlines to begin an aviation service between 
Australia and China within 18 months using 
Avalon Airport as a base.

Upgrade to Virgin Galactic Space Class
The Velocity Frequent Flyer loyalty program 
of Virgin Australia is offering its members the 
ability to be upgraded to space. 
In a world-first for an FF program, Velocity 
will offer its members the opportunity to be 
upgraded from a Virgin Australia flight to 
space with a seat on Virgin Galactic. 
In partnership with Virgin Galactic, Space 
Class will include an exclusive seat on board 
SpaceShipTwo, the world’s first commercial 
spaceline, and certified astronaut status for 

one eligible member of the program. 
The new partnership will also see Velocity 
Frequent Flyer grant Platinum membership 
to all Australian and New Zealand astronauts 
registered to fly with Virgin Galactic now and 
into the future.
To be eligible, Velocity members simply need 
to fly Virgin Australia between 01MAY-
30JUN, register and outline what they would 
do for a seat to space.  To find out more, visit 
www.velocityfrequentflyer.com/spaceclass

Gizmos displayed at 
Aircraft Interiors Expo 
Among the goodies exhibited at the recent 
Aircraft Interiors Expo in Hamburg was a 
new way of speeding up boarding, whereby 
passengers would scan their boarding cards 
as they entered the aircraft, causing a panel to 
light up near their seat displaying their seat 
number and name. 
Reuters reports that another was an aircraft 
toilet that raised and lowered the lid and seat 
without being touched.
Other innovations included a staggered 
seating layout to eliminate elbow wars, new 
tablet and smartphone holders that still allow 
for meal tray use, and systems delivering IFE 
programming to tablets. 
Replacing traditional seat-back IFE systems 
with tablets on wide-bodied aircraft could 

save up to 1.36 tonnes in weight, according to 
BAE.
Thales - one of the world’s largest makers of 
IFE systems - unveiled a new business-class 
seat (above) that allows passengers to control 
their entertainment options using eye 
movement, hand gestures or a touchpad built 
into the seat.

Heathrow loses top slot to Dubai
London Heathrow is losing its top slot as the 
world’s busiest international passenger hub 
to Dubai, which LHR says reinforces its case 
for a third runway to protect UK competitive-
ness.
The number of passengers passing through 

the UK’s main air hub in MAR14 was down 
2.8% on MAR13 to 5.8 million, with 5.3 
million pax flying internationally.
Last month Dubai reported higher 
international passenger numbers than LHR 
over a two-month period for the first time.
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There are too 
many cruising 
dates to list! 
Summer on Sale 
is available on 
selected 2014 
and even some 
2015 sailings...

• US$50pp Beverage 
Card (up to US$100 

per stateroom)
• Free and Reduced 
cruise fares for kids 

(3rd & 4th Guest)
Peak season 

departures of great 
itineraries available 
on sale through to 

15JUN14. Summer on SALE!

Carnival Triumph’s unique Caribbean voyages from Galveston, San Juan 
For the first time, Carnival Cruise Lines is 
offering 10- and 11-day cruises between 
Galveston and San Juan featuring visits to 
six different Caribbean destinations on one 
itinerary. 
Two 11-day cruises sail from Galveston to 
San Juan 24OCT15, and 16JAN16, and two 
10-day cruises from San Juan to Galveston 
depart 04NOV15, and 27JAN16. 
These longer-length tropical itineraries 
feature an array of Caribbean ports and are a 
first in terms of Carnival’s Texas-based cruise 
program, which also includes year-round 
four-and five-day Mexico cruises and seven-
day Caribbean itineraries.  A number of the 
ports featured on the 10- and 11-day voyages 
are among the most pristine, unique and less 
visited islands in the Caribbean. Carnival 
says these are combined with several of the 
region’s most popular destinations to create 
highly attractive and diverse itineraries that 
provide the opportunity to enjoy a multitude 
of islands featuring gorgeous beaches, 
turquoise waters and endless sightseeing, 

shopping and water sports activities.  
Also offered for the first time on a Carnival 
itinerary is Bonaire, which is featured on 11-
day cruises.  An island nestled in the Dutch 
Antilles, Bonaire is known for its brightly 
coloured scenery and some of the best diving 
in the world. Other islands on these new 
itineraries rarely visited by Carnival ships 

include Antigua, Grenada and Martinique 
— all known for their scenery and relaxing 
Caribbean ambiance. 
The 11-day voyages on Carnival Triumph 
originate in Galveston and include stops at 
Grand Cayman, Aruba, Bonaire, Grenada, 
Martinique and St. Maarten with the voyage 
ending in San Juan.
The 10-day San Juan-to-Galveston itinerary 
calls at St. Thomas, St. Kitts, St. Maarten, 
Antigua, Grand Turk, and the private 
Bahamian island of Half Moon Cay.
With non-repeating ports on the two 
different itineraries, guests looking to take an 
even longer Carnival getaway can book back-
to-back cruises and take a memorable three-
week voyage roundtrip from Galveston that 
visits all of these magnificent destinations.    
For more information about Carnival 
Triumph’s new 10- and 11-day Caribbean 
cruises or any of the line’s “Fun Ship” cruises, 
contact Francis Travel Marketing on 09 
4442298 or 
reservations@francistravelmarketing.co.nz.

Wild Earth Travel is offering discounts on 
selected upcoming Amazon expedition 
cruises. Take US$500 off the standard rate 
on 28JUN-05JUL14, 07-11JUL14 and 12-
19JUL14 guaranteed cruise departures. 
Prices are now from US$1300pp for a 5-day 
cruise and US$2950pp for the 8-day option. 
The Amazon can be visited all year around 
and Wild Earth Travel has a range of 
itineraries available on a number of small 
ships.
Email info@wildearth-travel.com or call 
0800 945 3327.
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50% off  
2nd Passenger Fare

on select 2014
Norway Coastal 

Voyages*  

Book by 31 May 14

Book select 6, 7, 11 or 12 day  
Norway Coastal Voyages  

departing between now and  
12 Dec 2014 by 31 May 2014  

& receive 50% off  
2nd Passenger Fare*

Call (09) 623 4293 
E retailres@discovertheworld.com.au 
W discovertheworldcruising.com.au

*50% off 2nd pax offer valid until 31 May 14 on select departures only. Contact DTWC for 
for full terms & conditions. Travel Agent License: 2TA06939 (Discover the World Marketing 
Travel trading as Discover the World Cruising)

Uniworld’s 50% Vietnam and Cambodia offer
Uniworld Boutique River Cruises is offering
travellers savings of up to 50% for new 
bookings on two 15-day Timeless Wonders of 
Vietnam, Cambodia & Mekong departures in 
September.
The limited offer, is based on two people 
travelling together on a twin share basis in a 
category 3 stateroom, must be booked and 
paid in full by 30APR14. It is available until 
sold out on the 17SEP and 21SEP14 
departures only. Prices start from $3399pp 
twin share plus $136pp port charges and 
$35pp Cambodian Airport tax. Non-
refundable deposit of $300 must be received 
by Uniworld within 7 days of booking with 
full payment no later than 30APR14.
Operating between Ho Chi Minh City and 

Hanoi, the luxury river cruise includes a 
7-night Mekong River cruise aboard the River 
Orchid as well as multiple-night hotel stays in 
Ho Chi Minh, Siem Reap and Hanoi.
The 15-day itinerary also includes 12 days 
of fully escorted excursions with English-
speaking local experts; 14 buffet breakfasts, 9 
lunches and 10 dinners; onboard 
complimentary wine, local beer and spirits 
from lunchtime onwards; the services of a 
Uniworld Tour Manager throughout; arrival 
and departure transfers as well as all transport 
throughout the trip including flights between 
Siem Reap and Hanoi.
For more info and conditions, call 
reservations on 0800 872 325 or contact sales 
manager Greg Marett.

Asia Pacific with Silver 
Discoverer 2014 - 2015 
Silversea has launched its 2014/15 Silver 
Discoverer brochure, which showcases the 
complete collection of voyages on board the 
cruise line’s latest addition to its Expedition 
Fleet. 
Christened on 26MAR at Marina Bay Cruise 
Centre in Singapore, Silver Discoverer is an 
intimate 120-guest vessel, which will offer 
guests the opportunity to explore the 
Kimberley. In addition, the ship’s itineraries 
explore remote areas of Micronesia, 
Melanesia and Polynesia, the Russian Far 
East, Southeast Asia and New Zealand’s 
Sub-Antarctic Islands.
Guests will benefit from the knowledge and 
experience of a team of 11 experts consisting 
of expedition leaders, dive masters, marine 
biologists, historians, geologists and naturalists.  
Karen Christensen, General Manager & 
Director Sales/Marketing for Australasia says, 
“Since the announcement of Silver Discoverer, 
there has been a huge spike in reservations 
which is testament that this type of cruising 
really appeals to the market.  Feedback from 
our customers has been very positive and the 
amount of bookings we have received has 
been wonderful. We are thrilled that Silver 
Discoverer’s inaugural sailing will commence 
an already sold out Kimberley season.” 
The brochure outlines Silversea’s inclusions: 
an outstanding expedition team; complimen-
tary adventures ashore; all-suite accommoda-
tion including butler service; gourmet meals 
with menus designed by Relais & Châteaux; 
complimentary wines and spirits served 
throughout the ship, and all gratuities.
get copies of the brochure from
 www.brochurenet.co.nz. For more info, call 
0800 701 427 or visit www.silversea.com.

Uniworld’s Europe April $2000 air offer
Uniworld Boutique River Cruises has released 
a limited time $2000 air credit offer available 
for new bookings until 30APR14 or until sold 
out on select departure dates of six of its six-
star 2014 river cruise itineraries.
The $2000pp air credit is available on any 
airline booking on selected sailings:
29-day Grand European River Voyage 
between Amsterdam and Istanbul for the 
28AUG*, 19SEP and 11OCT14* departures 
only. Priced from $20,250pp twin share.
16-day Imperial Capitals of Europe between 
Istanbul and Vienna for the 13AUG* and 
28AUG and 08OCT* and 11OCT14 
departures only. Priced from $11,495pp s/t.
15-day European Jewels between Budapest 
and Amsterdam for the 05NOV14* departure 
only. Priced from $8,495pp twin share.
14-day European Serenade between Vienna 
and Amsterdam for the 25SEP*, 26OCT 
and 01NOV14 departures only. Priced from 

$8,299pp twin share.
13-day Splendours of Northern Italy, Venice, 
Florence & Rome between Venice and Rome 
for the 07SEP14 departure only. Priced from 
$9,995pp twin share.
8-day Venice & The Gems of Northern Italy 
between Venice and Venice for the 06JUL14 
departure only. Priced from $5,550pp twin 
share.
For more on Uniworld, visit 
www.uniworldcruises.co.nz, freephone 
0800 872 325 or contact sales manager 
Greg Marett.
Port charges are additional. Conditions apply. A 
$300 non-refundable deposit is payable within 
7 days of booking and must be paid in full by 
30APR14. Prices are per person and based on two 
people travelling together on a twin share lead-in 
cabin category on the specified departure dates.
*Operates in reverse.
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Uniworld launches 2015 Europe Preview 
Uniworld Boutique River Cruise Collection 
has released its 2015 Europe & Russia Preview 
flyer featuring six new six-star, all-inclusive 
itineraries, a new Super Ship, an expansion 
of the shore excursion programme and new 
savings.
Guests can take advantage of Pay-in-Full 
savings of up to $2,700 per couple when they 
book and pay-in-full before 31JUL14, or up 
to $1,100 per couple with Early Booking 
Savings when depositing at the time of 
reservation on both existing and the new 
itineraries for 2015 prior to 31JUL14.
“We’re excited to be adding six new all-
inclusive itineraries to our Europe 
programme. Our Portugal itinerary has been 
increasing in popularity with more travellers 
becoming aware of the beauty of the Douro 
River so we’ve added a second cruise/tour 
in the region,” says Uniworld sales manager 
Greg Marett.
“The 13-day Jewels of Spain, Portugal & the 
Douro River includes stops in two new 
destinations, the charming towns of 
Amarante and Lemego and three nights in 
the spectacular city of Madrid.”
Another new highlight is the Eastern 
European Explorer that cruises from 
Budapest to Bucharest over ten days, says 
Marett.
“There are many interesting little towns along 
this stretch of the Danube and we wanted 
to be able to provide access to these. Our 
guests will enjoy shore excursions through 
places like Vidin in Romania that has become 
a thriving cultural hub with many creative 
types like artists and authors settling there. 
“This month saw the inaugural sailing of 
our new Bordeaux cruise and next year we’ll 
combine this with the Paris & Normandy and 

Burgundy & Provence cruise for a 22-day 
Ultimate France itinerary.” 
A new Super Ship will be introduced to 
Uniworld’s award winning fleet in 2015 
cruising four itineraries on the Rhine, Main 
and Danube Rivers. 
A sister ship to the S.S. Antoinette and S.S. 
Catherine, the elegant S.S. Maria Theresa will 
be named after the great Habsburg Empress 
Maria Theresa, who reigned for forty years 
in the 18th century and was mother of Marie 
Antoinette.
The already expansive shore excursion 
programme will also be enhanced in 2015, 
adds Marett.
“We design the programme to cater for all 
interests with the ‘Choice is Yours’, ‘Gentle 
Walking’, ‘Go Active’ tours as well as ‘Do as 
the Locals Do’ and ‘Village Day’ options that 

really delve into the local sites and lifestyle. 
“Active guests may enjoy taking our 
complimentary bikes for a self-guided ride or 
join a guided bike tour in the Wachau 
Valley. Guests who have already seen Vienna’s 
key sites on a previous visit may take a tour 
with an art historian. In Nierstein, guests may 
enjoy taking a vineyard tractor ride followed 
by a naturalist-led vineyard hike and Riesling 
wine tasting.  
“Next year, we’ll be spoiling our guests 
booked into Suites with complimentary 
in-suite Thai well-being treatments such as 
a body massage, hand and foot treatment or 
chair massage. We also offer personal training 
lessons and yoga throughout the cruise.”
Visit www.uniworldcruises.co.nz, freephone 
0800 872 325 or contact sales manager Greg 
Marett.

New Uniworld itineraries for 2015 include:
13-day Jewels of Spain, Portugal & the Douro River – Lisbon to Madrid

8-day Holland & Belgium at Tulip Time – Brussels to Amsterdam
10-day Delightful Danube & Prague – Budapest to Prague
10-day Eastern Europe Explorer – Budapest to Bucharest
19-day Grand European Explorer – Prague to Bucharest

22-day Ultimate France – Paris to Lyon

Growing value on Hotel 
Industry Conference agenda
Delegates at the 2014 New Zealand Hotel 
Industry Conference will find out how the 
tourism industry’s new Tourism 2025 growth 
framework can help grow their business and 
how they can play their part.
Sally Attfield, TIA Hotel Sector Manager says 
many of the key themes of Tourism 2025 will 
be woven throughout the program, such as 
the importance of supporting air 
connectivity, attracting business events, 
and developing and using insight.
TIA and Howarth HTL Ltd are co-hosting the 
eighth annual conference, Thursday 05JUN at 
Pullman Auckland. Around 300 senior 
decision makers, including hotel owners, 
developers, operators, investors and 
consultants are expected to attend.
Early bird registrations close on 05MAY and 
the conference program is available online. 
Delegates who register before that date go in a 
draw to win a 40in HD Smart Samsung TV.
All conference delegates will also gain a 
complimentary invitation to the Technical 
Seminar being held the afternoon of 04JUN, 
the day before the conference. This year’s 
session will focus on legal and commercial 
issues surrounding the development of new 
hotels and serviced apartments and hotel 
conversions.    Keynote speakers include:
Mark Lankester, chief executive of Tune 
Hotels, the fastest growing budget hotel chain 
in the world and a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Air Asia. 
Westpac Chief Economist Dominick Stevens, 
speaking about the economic outlook for 
New Zealand’s main international visitor 
markets and economic growth as a key driver 
of visitor arrivals.
www.nzhotelconference.com
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INDUSTRY

Hilton Lake Taupo – industry rates
Hilton Lake Taupo is offering the travel and 
hotel industry special industry rates this 
winter (01May-30SEP14). 
Travel Industry rates start at $142 double 
occupancy in a Hilton guest room.

Click here for the flyer with T&Cs 
and for bookings email 
reservations.lketaupo@hilton.com 
or call 0800 448 002.

PrevuTrade launches to add value for sellers   ... Cont from p1
Hawkins says the master site prevutrade.
tv/destinations is still very much a ‘work in 
progress’ but more product and information 
is being added all the time. New destinations 
are being added, with Australia and New 
Zealand in the pipeline.

Travel consultants are encouraged to 
preview the site and see how neutral 
it is, how it works and what its 
potential is as a sales tool.
Contact the Prevu team on 09-378 
1501 or email info@prevutrade.tv

JAWS 2014 Prizewinners 
The JAWS Plus Roadshow has concluded for 
another year, with organisers and suppliers
heralding the event as a success.  
JAWS Secretary Gareth Williamson says 
nearly 400 agents attended the seminars 
across 11 cities nationwide throughout 
March.
There were several prizes on offer and the 
winners, who will be contacted directly are:
Earlybird registration prizes
Dianne Boyes – HoT Motueka.  Two return 
tickets AKL-SYD or BNE flying China Airlines
Daniel Nightingale – Flight Centre Hastings.
Two return tickets AKL-Port Vila flying Air Vanuatu
Main prize draw
Dave McNicol – Flight Centre South Dunedin.
Two return tickets AKL-Port Vila flying Air Vanuatu
Sarah Weaver – HoT Calder & Lawson.  7 
nights Matavai Resort, Niue including breakfast & 
transfers 
Tiffany McCrea-Lennon – Mondo Riccarton.  
$200 Expedia Travel Voucher

Julia Broadley-Ryan – United Travel 
Katikati.  Two return tickets AKL/CHC-
NAN flying Fiji Airways
Bonnie McLeod – HoT Gore.  Three 
nights with breakfasts at the Krabi Resort, 
Thailand, from the Tourism Authority of 
Thailand
Sharlene Benson – Harvey World 
Travel Porirua.  Three nights at the Krabi 
Resort, Krabi Island Thailand, including 
full breakfast, from the Tourism Authority 
or Thailand

Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour to return
Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour has been 
confirmed to be staged for a further three years, 
with the renewal announced by NSW Minister 
for Tourism, Major Events and the Arts George 
Souris after Sunday’s final curtain on this year’s 
opera, Madama Butterfly. 
The Sydney Morning Herald reports Japanese 
businessman Dr Haruhisa Handa, for whom the 

event is named, had given Opera Australia 
millions of dollars to stage three operas over 
three years, starting with La Traviata in 2012 
and then Carmen last year. He has now 
committed to three more years. 
Some 42,000 people had attended this year’s 
performances, including more than 11,300 
overseas and interstate visitors.

Heritage Auckland appointment
Heritage Hotel Management has appointed 
Marcus Keenan as the new general manager of 
Heritage Auckland. Mr Keenan has been the 
acting resident manager at the recently reopened 
Heritage Christchurch this year, having also 
worked for the group in the past as the general 
manager of the Heritage Rotorua for five years.
He has a strong background in management of 
hotels with large conference facilities and 
extensive F&B outlets, plus, both national and 
international hospitality experience. 

His qualifications include 
hospitality operational 
management and business 
studies.
He was chair of the New 
Zealand Hotel Council 
(Rotorua Region) and also a 
member of its National Board 
for several years, as well as 
being a board member of ITOC and 
Destination Rotorua.

Christchurch’s newest venue opens
In Christchurch during their visit to New 
Zealand, Wills & Kate officially opened the eye-
catching new Botanic Gardens Visitor Centre, 
built to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the 
gardens.
The $16.4 million Centre is a light and airy 

multi-purpose function room comfortably 
seating up to 120 people and its riverside 
location provides unparalleled indoor and 
outdoor entertaining opportunities.
In addition there 
will also be a cafe 
with seating for a 
further 60, 
providing another 
option for evening 
events.
Vbase will manage 
the new café and 
function room.
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