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Explore Group brand launched
Explore Group, formerly Explore NZ, has launched its new-look 
brand, which will encompass all operations, here and in Australia.
With operations in both Sydney and Hamilton Island in addition to 
Auckland and the Bay of Islands, the brand will allow the 
company to evolve as a group and Explore Group CEO Kit Nixon 
sees big efficiencies in this approach. 
“With most of the Explore Group products highly seasonal 
activities, working with the group focus across the locations will 
provide a great means of cross-utilising staff and knowledge at 
peak times,” he says.
An intensive brand development process has also resulted in a 
new tagline – Unique Experiences in Amazing Places – which is 
seen as aptly summing up Explore’s unique tour and cruise 
offerings in the four destinations.
There will be six sub-brands to more clearly identify the different
offerings – Explore Sailing, Explore Marine Wildlife, Explore 
Amazing Places, Explore Diving, and Explore Cruising. The sixth 
– Explore Events – replaces Corporate Explore, the exclusive 
charter and MICE division. 
Founder and Managing Director William Goodfellow is the 
driving force behind Explore NZ’s evolution from one boat 
operation in 2001 to a multi-operation Australasian organisation in 
2013. He says the move is a great platform for future 
development. “It’s an exciting move to the group approach as it 
strengthens the synergies between operations and allows us to 
sensibly grow the whole business.”
Following strongly attended trade preview events last week the 
brand was officially launched on Sunday with new livery on all 
vessels, new uniform for all staff and the release of new season 
brochures.
A fresh website has gone live offering a more user friendly 
functionality and including all group operations for New Zealand 
and Australia.

Register now www.conveneauckland.co.nz
convene 2014     I     Tuesday apRIl 8     I     vIaducT evenTs cenTRe
CONVENE FOr yOur NExt OutstaNdiNg EVENt

http://www.koreanair.com
http://www.exploregroup.co.nz
https://www.myccs.co.nz 
http://www.nzonline.org.nz
http://www.exploregroup.co.nz/en/new-zealand/


The Explore 
Group team 
(above) hosted 
trade partners 
at a function in 
Auckland last 
week to launch 
their new brand.
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NEW ZEALAND
The Book of New Zealand open to view in Los Angeles
Tourism New Zealand’s “Book of New 
Zealand” has opened at the Beverly Hilton in 
Los Angeles to a crowd of around 200 high-
profile international media and special guests. 
The innovative walk-through, multi-media 
installation, the length of two tennis courts, 
brings the New Zealand visitor experience to 
life. 
Guests and media were reportedly dazzled 
as The Book of New Zealand opened with 
a 90-second digital sequence blending the 
magic and fantasy of Middle-earth with the 
reality of the striking and diverse filming 
locations and also featured Peter Jackson, 
director of The Hobbit Trilogy. 
The Book of New Zealand depicts four 
filming locations, along with four actual film 
sets from The Hobbit: The Desolation of 
Smaug, set for release worldwide beginning 
13DEC13.  
The Beverly Hills event featured New 
Zealand food and wine, with singer Hinewehi 
Mohi performing and MC Nancy Jay (from 
EXTV) entertaining the crowd. Sir Peter 
Jackson and stars from the movie also made 
an appearance.
Tourism New Zealand’s chief executive 
Kevin Bowler says the NTO’s objective with 
The Book of New Zealand is to support the 
international story of New Zealand as a fun, 
must-see tourism destination, as well as an 
innovative and creative nation, and a great 
place to make films and do business.
“New Zealand has come to California with a 
spectacular display that will be open for five 
days,” says Bowler.  “You will literally step 
into a giant book of New Zealand and travel 

through four of the principal filming locations 
for The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug 
where locations from the movie come alive.  
“Step into the set of Beorn’s house and be 
dwarfed as you climb up onto his 
magnificently carved chair and admire the 
view from out of his window onto the 
majestic Paradise Valley near Queenstown. 
“Or you might walk the streets and cross the 
bridges of Lake Town set against the 
backdrop of Lake Pukaki, Mt Cook.” 
Scores of international media outlets are 
expected to visit the Book of New Zealand, 
generating considerable worldwide media 
coverage for New Zealand. 
While the installation is by invitation only, 
fans will have a chance to browse its pages 
as part of a special Public Day tour set for 
04DEC. 
Kevin Bowler says all of TNZ’s 100% 
Middle-earth, 100% Pure New Zealand 
campaign work aims to connect the fantasy 
movie landscapes of Middle-earth with the 
actual experiences of New Zealand and 
demonstrate how easy it is for people to 
travel here and see Middle-earth first-hand. 
“With the Book of New Zealand, the media 
play a key role in communicating this mes-
sage to consumers. It is this international 
media coverage that is our ultimate objective, 
supporting media to tell the story of New 
Zealand.
“We believe it will be impossible for any 
journalist to set foot on The Book of New 
Zealand, and resist the temptation to talk 
about their surroundings and the uniqueness 
of New Zealand.”

Jasons Travel Media in receivership
Jasons Travel Media has been placed in 
receivership as of 28NOV and trading in its 
stock has been suspended by the NZAX for 
breaching stock exchange listing rules. 
BusinessDesk reports that Jasons Travel was 
in talks with its lenders earlier this year after 
breaching its banking covenants, and secured 
an extension on its loan at the end of MAY13 
while making a commitment to raise at least 
$1 million by the end of OCT13 to repay 
debt. Its $650,000 overdraft limit was also 
to have been cut to $100,000 by 29NOV13. 
The company owed about $3.38 million as at 
31MAR13.
“Given the rapidly deteriorating financial 
position of the company, the unlikely 
prospects of a recovery in the short term, and 
the consequential need to protect creditors 
and preserve the assets of the company, the 
board has asked the ANZ Bank to appoint a 
receiver,” chairman and founder John 
Sandford said in a statement. 
The company, on its website, says it is 
‘business as usual’ at the moment.
It says the receiver, Craig Crosbie, of business
advisory and insolvency company PPB 
Advisory, will be trying to sell the business 
as a going concern. He is assessing the 
business and its operations right now and will 
post updates at www.ppbadvisory.com.
Jasons says customers and debtors will 
receive a letter from the receiver this week. 
Debtors should pay their accounts as soon as 
possible, as all money received will assist the 
Company to continue operating in the short 
term. 
Jasons says no new sales commitments will 
be agreed on without the receiver’s 
authorisation. 

Guest booking changes – effective 29NOV13 
4:47pm – mean that instead of taking full 
payment from the guest at booking (via credit 
card or Poli) - and Jasons holding these funds 
until after guest check out – the company has 
changed its system to Reservation Only 
functionality. This means that for every guest 
confirmation booking received, 
accommodation houses will need to make 
contact with the guest and collect a deposit or 
full payment. Jasons will no longer hold this 
payment.
In a Q&A on its site, Jasons says that current
and future booking funds already held by 
Jasons are currently kept in a completely 
separate, non-trading bank account, the only 
function of which is to hold guests’ payments 
and pass them on to properties following 
check-out.  That account is currently frozen 
while the Receivers work with the bank to 
review the transactions in this account and 
conduct a reconciliation to ensure no Jasons 
transactions have been carried into or out of 
this account. None have, says Jasons. 
Moteliers contacted by TravelMemo say the 
Receiver has told them he will provide an 
update on the funds held in this account 
today.

Skydive Bay of Islands 
New to Northland, Skydive Bay of Islands is 
owned and operated by the Funnell Group of 
companies which also owns Taupo Tandem 
Skydiving. The company offers Northland’s 
highest tandem skydive experience from 
16,000 feet over the Bay of Islands, with 
over 60 seconds of freefall reaching speeds 
of 200km/h or more. They offer free pickups 
from both Paihia and Kerikeri and are fully 
Civil Aviation certified under Part 115. 

http://www.franklincountry.com
http://jasons.co.nz/receivership#sthash.VrxuOftd.dpuf
http://www.gojump.co.nz


Interislander opens bookings from JAN14
Interislander has re-opened its booking 
system for new passenger vehicle bookings 
for both the Kaitaki and Stena Alegra from 
12JAN to 31MAR14.
Aratere’s interim replacement ship, Stena 
Alegra, will provide two vehicle-passenger 
sailings per day from 12JAN.  Two crossings 
will be freight-only and two will be a mix of 
freight and vehicle passengers.
“Unfortunately Stena Alegra won’t be able 
to initially take foot passengers as the vessel 
isn’t compatible with the passenger gangways 
at the terminals,” says Interislander General 

Manager Thomas Davis.
“Our teams are working on a solution for this 
but both the Kaitaki and Arahura have plenty 
of capacity for foot passengers, and we still 
have foot passenger capacity for new bookings 
on at least one sailing on every date over the 
Christmas/New Year period.”
Interislander staff are still in the process of 
re-allocating freight booked on the Arahura 
across the three ship fleet, but expect to open 
this ferry up for new passenger vehicle 
bookings over the same period shortly.

New CEO for Northland Inc
David Wilson, former director of the Institute 
of Public Policy at AUT University since 
2007, is Northland Inc’s new CEO. He has a 
commercial background including experience 
in small, medium and corporate businesses 
in sales, marketing, product management and 
business unit management.
Brian Roberts, who has been with the 

Northland RTO for 16 years, finishes as the 
RTO general manager at the end of the year. 
He will continue to work for the Economic 
Development Agency handling a number 
of projects, some of which may be tourism-
related. 
www.northlandinc.co.nz

Thames Council approves tourism project funds
The Thames Coromandel District Council 
has approved $2.25m towards two major 
economic development projects.
The proposed Cathedral Coast Walk, which 
will link Hot Water Beach through to the 
Purangi Estuary as part of The Coromandel 
Great Walks Project will receive $1.25m. 
An additional $1m has been allocated to the 
development of the Kopu to Kaiaua cycleway 
project.
The money has been approved in principle 
and is also subject to further consultation in 
the 2014/2015 Annual Plan.
“In November our Council was invited by 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs to apply for 
the Lotteries Significant Projects Fund for 
both the Cycleway and Walks project,” says 
Mayor Glenn Leach.
For the proposed Cathedral Coast Walkway 
the council is seeking $3m from Lotteries 
Significant Project Fund, and $2m for the 
Kopu to Kaiaua Cycleway project via The 
Hauraki Rail Trail Charitable Trust.
Destination Coromandel Manager Hadley 
Dryden believes the development of pivotal 

infrastructure will help The Coromandel rate 
as New Zealand’s number one must visit 
destination, “These initiatives will address 
two key challenges for our region; increasing 
visitor spend and year round travel. 
Destination Coromandel enthusiastically 
support sustainable product development that 
maximises our proximity to three of New 
Zealand’s biggest cities and international 
airport.”

Explore Bay of Islands update
Along with its new branding (see p1,2), 
Explore has announced that its Discover the 
Bay - Hole in the Rock Cruise will again 
incorporate an island stop at Otehei Bay on 
Urupukapuka Island. On arrival at Otehei 
Bay, Explore cruise passengers are treated 
to a traditional Maori welcome and then 
have the option, at an extra cost of $15, of a 

Guided Culture Walk, Flax Weaving session 
or Traditional Maori Remedies experience.
Explore Group has also welcomed Mack 
Attack under its sales and marketing 
umbrella. This fast boat to the Hole in the 
Rock is a 1½-hour thrill ride departing four 
times daily and retailing at $99 adult, $49 
children.

Wanaka A&P Show 
The Wanaka A&P Show is one of New 
Zealand’s largest agricultural and pastoral 
events, attracting more than 25,000 people 
each year. Staged at the town’s showgrounds 
overlooking Lake Wanaka, next year’s Show 
07-08MAR14 includes traditional favourites 
like equestrian and livestock events, home 
industries displays, wool classing and 

hundreds of trade stalls. It will also stage 
novelty events like the famous Jack Russell 
race (above), plus entertainment. 
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AUSTRALIA
China-Uluru flights proposed
The Australian government is reportedly 
considering a range of options to ensure the 
stability of the Indigenous Land Corporation, 
which acquired the Ayers Rock Resort in 
2010 at a cost of A$317 million. Among them 
is talk of direct flights to Uluru from China
The Australian newspaper quotes Indigenous 
Affairs Minister Nigel Scullion as saying 
flights could easily come from overseas to 
make the business stronger.
“They have already flown direct from Japan 

to here,” he said.
“If it can happen in Cairns, it can happen here 
- it’s about a will. There are no impediments. 
Customs and Quarantine have arranged to 
come here before. We need to move heaven 
and earth to advance this. We will do what it 
takes.”
Senator Scullion is also approaching Qantas 
chief executive Alan Joyce directly about 
restarting the suspended direct flights from 
Perth to Uluru.

966 events for Adelaide Fringe
The Adelaide Fringe 14FEB-16MAR14 will 
feature a record 966 events, with the full 
four-week program released online. 
It includes 198 music concerts, a big comedy 
line-up, the UK circus show and 2013 Pick of 
the Fringe Award winner Limbo, and black-
light circus and body-art show Luminous.
2014 will also see the debut of a 13m-long 
disco cuttlefish named Stobie, which will 
dance through the East End every Saturday 
night during the festival.
Re-developed Victoria Square will become 
the centre of a new Fringe hub, housing pop-
up venue The Royal Croquet Club, the Spirit 
Festival celebration of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander arts and culture, and the Fringe 
Street Theatre Festival.
There will be another 23 Fringe venues in the 
streets surrounding the square, including
Tuxedo Cat in its new Pulteney Street 
premises.
The push to take the festivities beyond the 
CBD continues, with special events planned 

for Port Adelaide, Unley, Salisbury, Goolwa, 
the Barossa Valley and Port Augusta.
An Adelaide Fringe App for program details 
and to Buy Tix is available for iPhone and 
Android.
www.adelaidefringe.com.au 

Qantas previews 
Our Australia film series 
for Tropfest 
Qantas has released a teaser for its 
Australian film series, a collection of eight 
inspiring short films from across the 
country, as part of its sponsorship of 
Tropfest, the world’s largest short film 
festival, this Sunday 08DEC. 
Titled Our Australia. Our Airline, the 
series has been filmed in each state and 
territory and tells a story of extraordinary 
Australians and their relationship with the 
country, its people and the land. 
The first film tells the powerful story of 
Charlie Maher, the first Indigenous 
Australian to run the New York Marathon 
in 2010 as part of the Indigenous 
Marathon Project. The trailer, also released 
yesterday, takes an epic cinematic journey 
across Australia that will inspire viewers. 
In celebration of Australian short films, 
Qantas has launched an exclusive 
Tropfest channel on its inflight 
entertainment program. The on-demand 
channel features a selection of the best 
Tropfest films from the past 20 years, and 
will soon be loaded with a selection of the 
DEC13 finalists. 
Go to www.qantas.com/ouraustralia to see 
the trailer and Northern Territory film and 
on Sunday to view the full series.

http://guidedtours.aatkings.com/nz
http://issuu.com/adelaidefringe/docs/2014_adelaide_fringe_guide


Contiki’s Australian RoadTrip
Contiki’s 2013 RoadTrip officially started in 
Sydney last week, taking 11 of the world’s 
biggest YouTube celebrities around Australia. 
A large New Zealand youth audience will be 
tuning in over the next few days and has the 
chance to win a Contiki trip by voting for 
their favourite YouTuber at 
www.ontheroadtrip.com.
 The rise of New Zealand’s own YouTube 
stars like Jamie’s World and ShaaanXo 
(580,000+ and 621,000+ subscribers 
respectively) has been well documented 
recently and these YouTubers on The Road-

Trip are their global equivalents, most with 
more followers than A-list Hollywood celebs.
Global YouTube stars like Jesse and Jeana 
from PrankvsPrank (4million+ subscribers),
Alli Trippy from CTFxC (1.2million+ 
subscribers) and Troye Sivan (1.1million+ 
subscribers) are experiencing Australia like 
no other way with Contiki. 
ApprenticeA, headed up by Corey Vidal 
(Buffer Festival, Vlogumentary) will be 
producing content for Contiki’s YouTube 
channel (www.youtube.com/contiki) whilst 
the YouTubers will be filming for their own 
channels. 

Kimberley boom for new-look AAT Kings 
Interest in Western Australia, and The 
Kimberley region in particular, reached an 
all-time November high for AAT Kings, one 
month on from the brand’s relaunch and 
release of its new 2014/15 Australia travel 
programme.
Sales manager Reece Scott says agent 
feedback about AAT Kings’ new collateral 
and ‘Bringing Australia and New Zealand to 
life’ tagline has been positive and the timing 
of the new Australia brochure’s release has 
helped start the peak Australia selling season 
early.
“Celebrating the laid-back nature of 
Australasia, our product innovations and 
bringing the personalities of our AAT Kings 
Tour Directors and Driver Guides to the fore 
has resonated well with both consumers
and the agents I’ve met with since we’ve 
launched our new collateral.
“The Australia brochure’s early November 
release combined with our Early Payment 
offer of savings up to 7.5% for bookings and 
payments in full prior to 27 January, 2014 

means we are seeing more travellers locking 
in their 2014 Australia holidays sooner.”
Scott says bookings and enquiries are up 
across the programme for November with 
The Kimberley an early favourite as the in 
vogue destination for next year with sales 
well up on previous years.

PACIFIC ISLANDS
Save $200 per couple on Whale Swim holidays in Tonga
Savings of $200 per couple are available on 
8-day whale-swim holidays in Tonga, with 
Australia-based eco operator, Majestic Whale 
Encounters, running a range of such holidays
in Tonga JUL-OCT, with small groups staying
in casual beachside fales on the idyllic coral 
island of Foa in Tonga’s Ha’apai 
group of islands, 40 minutes north by 
air from Nuku’alofa.
The discounts are available on two 
8-day packages available from 31JUL 
and 07AUG14. Each package in-
cludes 7 nights’ accommodation at 
the beach-front Sandy Beach Resort, 
one night at the Scenic Hotel near 
Nuku’alofa’s international airport on 
Tongatapu, a welcome dinner, daily 
breakfast and lunch, five days of 
guided, boat-based, whale swimming, 
snorkelling gear, inter-island flights 
and transfers and is available from 
A$3500pp twin-share – a saving of 
$200 per couple off the normal price. 

Flights to Tonga from New Zealand with Air 
New Zealand and Virgin are extra.
Bookings are also available for Majestic 
Whale Encounters’ tours in 2015. 
www.majesticwhaleencounters.com.
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Revitalised Treasure Island opens  
Treasure Island & Bounty Island Resorts 
Group GM, Scott Walton is pictured here 
(below right) with his staff extending Bula 

they arrive, Treasure Island has never looked 
as good in its entire 41-year history,” he said.

The new Seaview semi sub is now available to 
Treasure Island Resort and Bounty Island guests 
and day trippers, with a one-hour Underwater 
Experience including transfers priced at Adults 
$89 and Children 5-15yrs $45 (Under 5’s FOC) .

welcomes to the first 
guests to visit Treasure 
Island in 2013. Their ar-
rival follows completion 
of extensive renovations 
in the wake of Tropical
Cyclone Evan in DEC12.
Mr Walton paid tribute 
to the staff who he said 
had “toiled with huge 
passion and energy to 
make the on time 
reopening a reality.”
“As our guests will see 
for themselves when 

Zika virus spreads 
in French Polynesia
Pacific health authorities are stepping up 
surveillance of dengue-like illnesses as a 
new epidemic infecting one in ten people in 
French Polynesia spreads rapidly throughout 
the territory.
Radio New Zealand International reports that 
over the past six weeks up to 30,000 people 
may have been infected with the virus, named 
’zika’ after its origins in Uganda.
RNZI’s Jenny Meyer says zika fever is a viral 
illness - similar to dengue fever, chikungunya, 
yellow fever and Japanese encephalitis. 
The head of the surveillance office, Dr 
Henri-Pierre Mallet, says the virus is spread 
by the Aedes aegypti mosquito (above) and 
symptoms of the week-long sickness include 
a rash, fever, joint pain, headaches and red 
eyes. He says it is not as severe as the similar 
dengue fever but the local population has no 
immunity.

Dr Susan Hills, a 
US-based medical
epidemiologist 
at the Centre for 
Disease Control, 
says there have 
been cases documented of travellers who 
have become sick and subsequently been ill 
on return to their country.
She says the incubation period between being 
bitten by a mosquito and becoming unwell is 
typically 2-3 days, but can be up to 10 days. 
The World Health Organisation’s Dr Eric 
Nilles told RNZI it’s now stepping up 
surveillance of dengue-like illnesses in 23 
Pacific countries in response to the French 
Polynesian epidemic, making the condition 
notifiable.
Dr Nilles says zika is not severe enough 
for the WHO to implement regional travel 
restrictions.

ASIA

Your gateway to The Yangtze Click Here
or call 09 309 1188

China   We know it like our own backyard

Bangkok situation 
New Zealanders are warned by MFAT to 
avoid large gatherings in Bangkok and 
Australians travelling to Thailand have been 
urged to exercise caution, after the 
Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade downgraded travel alerts following the 
political unrest in Bangkok.
Thousands of protesters launched a “people’s 
coup” on the Thai government of Yingluck 
Shinawatra on Sunday. 
AFP reports that protest leaders urged 
supporters to seize 10 government offices, 
six television stations, police headquarters 

and the prime minister’s offices. Hundreds 
of demonstrators also seized control of state 
broadcaster Thai PBS.
Police say about 30,000 anti-government 
protesters gathered in at least eight locations.
In three of them, police used tear gas and 
water cannons.
Authorities have deployed troops to reinforce 
security in Bangkok.
Five major shopping malls closed their doors 
across Bangkok, underscoring the widening 
economic impact of the protests.
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Macau Government Tourist Office
Level 10, 120 Albert Street, Auckland, New Zealand
T: (64-9) 308 5206  
www.macautourism.gov.mo

Shenzhen Bao’an T3 awaits airlines
Located just to the north of Hong Kong, 
Shenzhen’s status as a Special Economic Zone 
in the People’s Republic of China has seen it 
boom. Its rapid growth has prompted improved 
infrastructure, the latest example of which is 
the newly opened third terminal at Bao’an 
International Airport.
Shaped like a manta-ray, the Italian-designed 
terminal cost around US$1.4 billion, covers 
half-a-million square feet over three levels and 
can handle 45 million passengers a year.
At present Shenzhen (pop 7m) only receives 
international flights from Singapore, Bangkok, 
Seoul, and Tokyo, mainly because nearby 
Hong Kong has seemed the logical gateway for 
most foreign visitors traffic bound for the SEZ, 
but with Chek Lap Kok running out of capacity 
and a third runway expected to take 11 years 

and $17 billion to achieve, Shenzhen’s shiny 
new facility is expected to attract many new 
international flights before long.   

SIA revises Asian Add-on fares
Singapore Airlines has made it easier to book 
Asian Add-ons.  Effective 06DEC13, Asian 
Add-on sectors can be booked in a separate 
PNR to the ex New Zealand SQ en-route 
destination sectors.  The add-on sectors must 
still be issued on a separate ticket, issued in 

conjunction with the ex NZ SQ en-route 
destination ticket. 
There have been some slight changes to the 
fare levels.
The details are at the SQ Information Portal.

Exotic Holidays
Specialist Wholesaler Groups: Special Interest, Adventure,

School Groups & More...
CLICK HERE TO GET 
OUR NEWSLETTER

FOR AWARD-WINNING SERVICE 
AND A COMPETITIVE QUOTE

PHONE 0508 396 842

http://www.macautourism.gov.mo
http://www.exoticholidays.co.nz


THE AMERICAS
Adventure World 2014 South America brochure out now

Northern Peru
4 days / 3 nights from $989pp 
This independent journey takes your clients 
through a less-travelled, extremely interesting 
area of Peru. They view the Pyramids of the 
Sun and Moon in Trujillo, and the tomb of 
the Lord Sipan, uncovered in 1987 to reveal a 
wealth of information about the little-known 
Moche civilization.

Untouched Manu
4 days / 3 nights from $1,325pp
One of the largest natural parks in South 
America, Manu protects over two million 
hectares of Peruvian territory rich in endemic 
wildlife. This new independent tour offers 
travellers a good combination of leisure and 
activity, with two full days exploring the 
Manu Cloud Forest trails. Clients will also 

Aqua Amazon Expedition
4 days / 3 nights from $3,429pp
This luxury cruise takes travellers on a 
journey deep into the Amazon rainforest to 
the Pacaya Samiria Reserve. As it can only be 
accessed by water, your client will be one of 
just a handful of people ever to have reached 
this untouched, wildlife-rich spot. They will 
explore the Tahuayo River and Yacapana 
Island and fish in Charo Lake, followed by a 
jungle excursion to observe monkeys, sloths 

Adventure World has just launched its 2014 
South America brochure with nine new tours; 
five luxury lodge, trek and cruise options, and 

four private and independent tours. 
It also contains a useful travel scale designed 
to help clients decide which activity level 

best suits them, while National Geographic 
Traveller articles throughout provide 
additional expert destination advice.

To celebrate the launch, Adventure World is showcasing three new adventures.

They will also explore the wonders of Chan 
Chan, the capital of the Chimu culture, the 
colonial city of Trujillo and more on this 
relaxed, culture-rich itinerary. Tour includes 
3 nights’ accommodation, transfers and 
sightseeing as specified in itinerary, including 
entrance fees and an English speaking guide.

visit native villages, take canoe 
excursions, and view the national 
bird of Peru, the Andean Cock-of-
the-Rock. 
The tour includes 3 nights at Manu 
Paradise Lodge, transportation to/
from Cuzco, meals as indicated 
in itinerary and excursions with a 
bilingual guide.

and caimans in their natural habitat. Home to 
Amazon pink dolphins and more 
extraordinary wildlife, this remote reserve is 
well worth the trip. 
The cruise includes 3 nights cruising
accommodation in a suite with private 
facilities, transfers to/from vessels, all meals 
and beverages (non-alcoholic, house wine 
and beer), the entrance fee to Pacaya Samiria 
and guided excursions.

For more information, to book any of the above deals or to obtain a copy of Adventure World’s new South America brochure, 
call 0508 496 753 or visit www.adventureworld.co.nz             *Terms and conditions apply. Click here for details.

Weekly host for 
Scenic Tours USA journey
The Australian Women’s Weekly and Scenic 
Tours have partnered for a special USA 
journey, from New York City to New 
Orleans, hosted by former AWW editor 
Deborah Thomas. She will join Scenic Tours 
guests on the historic trails portion of the 
21-day Historic Trails & Southern Belles 
tour departing 09NOV14 and starting in New 
York with a cocktail party. 
Guests will have the opportunity to shop ‘Sex 
and the City’ style, from Barneys on New 
York’s Madison Avenue to Saks on Fifth Av-
enue, and they will also get to taste more of 
the Big Apple on a Hop-on-hop-off tour. 
They will explore Washington D.C. from a 
different perspective, taking an evening din-
ner cruise to discover the US capital’s famous 
monuments. They’ll get to visit the Magnolia 
Plantation and Gardens in Charleston, South 
Carolina, and explore Nashville, the country 
music capital, including a visit to the famous 
Grand Ole Opry. 
They’ll call at Elvis Presley’s Graceland, and 
dine at the original BB Kings to the sounds of 
live blues music. There will be opportunities 
to immerse in the vibrant culture of the Deep 
South in New Orleans with authentic 
experiences such as a Cajun cooking class, a 
horse and carriage ride and time to view the 
grand preparations for Mardi Gras. 
Scenic Tours is offering Earlybird savings 
for bookings made by 28JAN14. Guests 
could save $1,250 per couple, with prices 
from $15,275pp twin share (price includes 
discount). There is also the option to add on a 
Caribbean Cruise extension to this journey. 
For more information visit 
www.scenictours.com.au/aww or call 
0800 441 611.

http://www.delta.com/traveling_checkin/inflight_services/economy_class/economy_comfort.jsp
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/terms-and-conditions/


MIDDLE EAST/AFRICA
Two Shows One Africa
South African Tourism, the custodian of 
INDABA, has welcomed and endorsed the 
bespoke travel trade show We Are Africa, in 
a collaboration set to bring unprecedented 
business benefits to exhibitors, buyers, and 
the greater African tourism sector.
“The concept of Two Shows One Africa is 
one of the most significant developments in 
African tourism ever,” says South African 
Tourism CEO, Mr Thulani Nzima. “It will 
ensure that select international buyers who 
come to do business at either trade show, get 
maximum return from both.”
South African Tourism will be the title 
sponsor of We Are Africa taking place in 
Cape Town 05-08MAY14 just before 
INDABA, which takes place at the Durban 
International Convention Centre 10-12MAY.  
We Are Africa and INDABA will collaborate 
to offer mutual exhibitors the best possible 

exposure to the hosted buyer pool.
INDABA will offer two new meeting zones; 
new Two Shows One Africa combined digital 
platforms to facilitate seamless meetings; a 
new premium exhibitor lounge; and an 
invitation to all African destinations to 
exhibit at INDABA.
We Are Africa is organised by Beyond 
Luxury Media Ltd, which is behind the 
PURE Life Experiences in Marrakech and 
LE Miami trade shows.

TAP into any of 12 Brazilian gateways from Europe next year with TAP Portugal.

Wildebeest do u-turn
Thousands of wildebeest have returned early 
from Tanzania’s Serengeti National Park, 
according to park officials.
The animals began migrating from Kenya to 
Tanzania in September and were not expected 
to return until April.
The annual migration of one million 
wildebeest between the Seregenti and 
Kenya’s Masai Mara is one of nature’s 
greatest sights and a must-see attraction for 
wildlife safari tourists.
Nicholas Murero, co-ordinator for the 
Mara-Serengeti ecosystem, said drought in 
Tanzania was the likely cause.
He told the BBC’s Focus on Africa 

programme that he and his colleagues had 
“never experienced this before”.
He said a lack of pasture in Tanzania due to 
the drought was probably the reason why 
they had made the journey north so early.

‘Keep selling Iran’
There have been news reports, over the past 
few days, about the interim nuclear deal with 
Iran.  This continues a gradual lessening of 
tension between Iran and the West that began 
earlier this year with the election of a more 
moderate president that subsequently led 
to a personal conversation between himself 
and Barak Obama, the first high-level talks 
between Iran and the US since the revolution 
in 1979. So it’s good news all round, says 
Peregrine’s Rod Griffith.
“Not surprisingly, this is having a positive 
effect on Peregrine sales to Iran,” he says.  
“Peregrine has already filled its April 
departures for 2014, with May filling up and 
bookings for the second half of the year 

coming through. Bring it on! 
“Iran is a fabulous country to visit, full of 
history from ancient Persia, and with stunning
architecture from the 13th-16th century 
Islamic period when Persia was one of the 
intellectual centres of the world. The Iranian 
people are among the friendliest you will 
meet anywhere, very welcoming of visitors 
and quite keen to chat to them and practice 
their English. If the thaw in relations between 
Iran and the West continues, as expected, Iran 
could become the next Burma.”
Griff says agents should note that Peregrine is 
adding an extra Iran departure, on 04APR14, 
and will be looking at other new dates. 
“Keep selling Iran!” says Griff.

EUROPE
Paris plus forays by rail
Odyssey’s French History by Rail 
program is a new concept in 
educational learning, based on Ina 
Caro’s book of the same name. 
Participants live for almost three 
weeks in one of the central 
arrondissements of Paris, using 
charming Paris apartments as a base, 
living as the locals do, and enjoying the 
charms of Parisian life, whilst meeting 
each day as a small group to journey by 
rail and TGV to the beautiful mediaeval 
city centres of France. 
The history of France comes alive as
tour group members learn about 
historic and scenic cities like Caen, 
Chartres, Rouen Tours, Avignon 
... and of course, Paris.
Click here for the itinerary and call 
Odyssey Travel on 0800 44 0055.

https://www.odysseytraveller.com/tours/french-history-by-rail-1/tourDetailPDF


CLICK HERE
Freephone 0800 440 055
info@odysseytravel.com.au

27JUN-18JUL14NZ$12290PP17 nights Paris apartment + rail forays G’TEED
TO

DEPART    share twin studio        Escorted 22-day ‘French History by Rail’ tour

New products in A Walker’s World 2014 Cycling Europe with an electric bike
Jill Grant at A Walker’s World has released 
her 2014 program and among the highlights 
are:
Camino del Norte - Northern Spain
This beautiful walk along Spain’s northern 
coast commences in exclusive San Sebastian 
and turns inland past Oviedo towards its final 
destination, Santiago di Compostela and the 
shrine of St James.  “In our opinion this is a 
more scenic but no less spiritual or historic 
walk than the traditional French Route on 
The Way Of St James,” says Jill.  There are 
five challenging stages of 40 days in total.  
Luggage is transferred, accommodation 
pre-booked and excellent walking notes and 
route maps provided. Costs per stage vary 
according to number of days.
Wine & Walks -Italy
The Piedmont and Langhe wine regions of 
northern Italy are famous for the Barolo 
and Barbaresco wines where 11 villages are 
connected by walkways through immaculate 
vineyards to the hazelnut forests of the Alta 
(higher) Langhe.  A week-long walk with 
tastings of wine, chocolate (home of Ferrero
Rocher chocolates) and truffles can be 
combined with a two-night stop in Torino 
with free entrances to all Torino’s attractions 
included.
Italy - Art City Packages
New city stays to discover ancient and 
modern attractions of Italy’s great art cities: 
Rome, Florence, Venice, Torino, Verona and 
Bologna.  An ideal complement to a walking 
or cycling holiday, says Jill.  
Croatia – Cruise & Hike Southern Dalmatia
Board a traditional vessel in Split for a week 
of walking and island hopping, with plenty 
of opportunities to relax and swim. There 
are only two departures – MAY and SEP14.  

Cost from $865 including half board.  
Kvarner Bay Cruise & Hike also available.
Call 09 4867473/1 and visit 
www.walkersworld.co.nz

Jill Grant at Cycling Europe has released her 
2014 program and points out that electric 
bikes have opened up cycle touring for 
cyclists of low fitness.  Most routes can be 
tackled with an electric bike, meaning 
cyclists of all fitness levels can cycle together. 
Cycling Europe can offer electric bikes for 
hire on almost 50% of its bike tours through-
out Europe.  Your clients pedal these bikes as 
per a normal road bike.  When going uphill, 
they just engage the gears and they will 
feel like they are getting a gentle push from 
behind.  Battery packs are re-charged at night 
ready for the next day.  Average hire cost is 
between NZ$225 – 275 for a week.
Bike & Barge – New Routes
Lorraine, France
The concept of cruising through the 
countryside of France, Belgium, Holland and 
Italy on a traditional barge and biking out 
each day to explore the region is growing at 
an unstoppable rate, says Jill.  “This year we 
are introducing a route commencing in the 
Moselle Valley of Germany, following a 
pretty route through Luxembourg and then 
into France’s Lorraine region.  Some 
departures are already full.
Moselle Valley, Germany
Vine-clad slopes, hilltop castles and charming
market squares of typical half-timbered 
houses are a feature of the route.  Price 
inclusive of all meals and bike hire is from 
$1590 twin share for a week.
Amalfi & the Bay Of Naples by Bike & Boat  
A cruise aboard a traditional vessel with all 
the comforts of a modern boat.  Small and 
personalised, there are scheduled departures 
or clients can make up their own party of 8+ 
people for either Bike & Boat or Cruise & 
Hike weeks.  All inclusive costs for a week 

are approx NZ$2165 share twin.

From the Dolomites to Venice
This is a weeklong bike trip from the craggy 
peaks of the “king of the Alps” to the lagoon 
city of Venice.  Highlights are the alpine 
resort of Cortina d’Ampezzo and the 
Prosecco vineyards.  Cost including bike hire 
is from $1345 share twin.
Call 09 4867473/1 and visit 
www.cycling-europe.com

https://www.odysseytraveller.com/tours/french-history-by-rail-1/tourDetailPDF


TOUR PRODUCT The foodie trip of a lifetime
Encourage your clients to join Masterchef 
New Zealand Judge Ray McVinnie for a 
glass of wine and nibbles and enjoy an 
informative evening on Cruising. Find out 
about June Westenra’s exclusive, fully 
escorted trip with Ray McVinnie on Seabourn 
Odyssey, June 2014, from Istanbul to Venice, 
visiting the Turkish Coast, Greek Islands and 
Croatia, followed by a stay in a Tuscany villa. 
Guests will join Ray revisiting his favourite 
places, and go on selected market tours and 
master classes deep in the Tuscan countryside 
of his beloved Italy. There will be plenty of 
time to explore, sightsee, shop, relax and en-
joy the food of the Mediterranean, in fact the 
foodie trip of a lifetime!  Click here.

June Westenra, Orbit 
Corporate Travel, 
is paying a great 
finder’s fee for any 
tour booking from an 
agent who promotes 
this to their clients.

WHEN: Wednesday 11DEC13
WHERE: House of Travel, 161 Parnell Road 
TIME: 6pm-7pm
RSVP: 09DEC: raymcvinnietour@orbit.co.nz  
(strictly limited numbers)
For more information call June Westenra, 
Orbit Corporate Travel, Tel: 09 363 2143 
Mob: 021 586 348, junewestenra@orbit.co.nz

Trafalgar’s 10% Europe and Britain reminder
Agents have six weeks left to capitalise on 
Trafalgar’s 10% discount on all 2014 Europe 
and Britain summer departure dates featuring 
an Early Payment Discount in the price panel, 
that are paid in full prior to 15JAN14.
Trafalgar General Manager Scott Cleaver 
says the 10% early payment offering, now in 
its second year, has again been well received 
by clients and agents alike but says the next 
few weeks are still critical for agents ahead 
of the holiday season. 
“Sales have been strong and are on par with 
our outstanding year last year, but we believe 
many clients have enquired about Europe 
next year and are yet to commit, perhaps 
because our early payment deadline is in 
mid-January so it’s vital that agents use the 
incentive to their advantage before many 
Kiwis head away to the beach for the 
holidays,” he says.
“Put simply, clients committing to travel to 
Europe with Trafalgar in 2014 will get the 
best deal and their preferred departure date 
by locking in plans before the January 
deadline. After this date, the maximum 
discount will no longer be available and they 
may miss out on their preferred departure 
date.”
Cleaver says Trafalgar’s 2014 Europe and 
Britain programme delivers more in-depth 
insider travel experiences. 
There are 104 itineraries to choose from with 
more than 300 distinctive insider experiences 
across the programme including 52 Be My 
Guest experiences, numerous Local 
Specialities and Local Experts plus new for 
2014, 23 Authentic Accommodation 
properties.

“From a New Zealand sales perspective, Italy 
and Turkey are our current star performers 
and we are also seeing increased sales for 
both Ireland and Scotland,” adds Cleaver.
New guided holidays in 2014 include the 
11-day Northern Spain; 7-day Swiss Delight; 
13-day The Balkans and Venice; 17-day 
Wonders of Europe; and 9-day Delights of 
London and Paris.
Also new for 2014, is a range of three 3-day 
Stopover holidays in Abu Dhabi, Dubai and 
Singapore where guests can benefit from a 
local expert in each destination as well as 
having free time to explore. Also included 
is immigration assistance on arrival, airport 
transfers and a choice of luxury hotels.
Departure dates are available MAR-OCT14. 
For more info, visit www.trafalgaragent.com, 
ask your sales manager or freephone 
reservations on 0800 872 325.

AVIATION
Qantas, China Southern sign codeshare deal
Qantas and China Southern have signed their 
first reciprocal codeshare agreement, which 
will significantly improve travel options for 
Qantas customers and open up new tourism 
opportunities for Australia.
Under the deal, Qantas customers will be 
able to book on China Southern services from 
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth to 
Guangzhou as well as four onward destinations
within China.
In turn, China Southern customers will be 

able to book on 10 different Qantas routes 
within Australia and to New Zealand – a 
move designed to make it easier for Chinese 
travellers to visit more cities.
The two airlines have also agreed to 
investigate other areas of potential 
cooperation, including pilot training assistance 
from Qantas and cargo opportunities.
The new codeshare services are expected 
to be available for booking and travel from 
early 2014, subject to regulatory approvals.

China Eastern charter flights to Auckland
Auckland Airport has welcomed the 
announcement of two more return charter 
flights from China for the 2014 Chinese New 
Year holiday period.
Auckland Airport’s Glenn Wedlock says the 
flights have been secured by the airport 

company’s major wholesale partner in 
Shanghai and will see a China Eastern Airbus 
A330-200 fly here from Shanghai on 27JAN 
and 01FEB. They are in addition to the two 
extra China Southern flights coming to 
Auckland during Chinese New Year.
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Over 120 European destinations ... now that’s Wunderbar!

Dragon Smaug flies on Air NZ B777
Air New Zealand yesterday unveiled Peter
Jackson’s interpretation of the mythical 
Dragon Smaug, ten days ahead of the release 
of his movie The Hobbit: The Desolation of 
Smaug.
A Boeing 777-300 aircraft with the 54m 
creature emblazoned on both sides rolled out 
of the hangar at Auckland Airport, giving 
Kiwis the world’s first look at the Dragon.
Air New Zealand CEO Christopher Luxon 
said the airline has been in discussions for 
some time around permission to feature 
Smaug on the ‘flying billboard’ ahead of the 
film’s official release.
“We worked with Weta Digital which 
designed the graphic especially for us for this 
purpose.”

This is the second 777-300 inspired by The 
Hobbit Trilogy in the Air New Zealand fleet. 
The first was unveiled last year to coincide 
with the launch of first movie in the trilogy 
and has been wowing fans around the world 
since.
The Smaug-emblazoned aircraft headed to 
Los Angeles last night, timed to arrive just in 
time for the premiere on 02DEC local time.
As part of its global marketing campaign 
around the movie, Air New Zealand has 
also released a video entitled Just another 
day in Middle-earth, which features staff 
from across its business. The video has been 
viewed online 1.5 million times in less than 
two weeks.

Pic | Peter Clark

Pic | Peter Clark

Gandalf swoops into 
WLG terminal
Two Great Eagles swooped into 
Wellington Airport’s main terminal 
building on Monday morning, one 
carrying Gandalf the Grey bringing 
news to the Middle of Middle-earth. 
Weighing in at one tonne each with 
a wingspan of 15 metres, they have 
been developed by Weta Workshop 
and Wellington Airport to 
accompany Gollum in welcoming 
visitors to the Wellington region and 
New Zealand. 

Corruption crackdown nets CZ employees
China’s Xinhua New Agency reports that 
ten China Southern Airlines employees have 
been arrested as part of Beijing’s anti-
corruption campaign. They include Yu Siyou, 
deputy head of the airline’s marketing 
management committee. Qin Guohui, vice 
director of the marketing management 

committee, is also under investigation.
Xinhua reports that most of those arrested are 
alleged to have made profits by buying 
forward tickets with big discounts that were 
then sold at a higher price, and the “serious” 
graft amounted to tens of millions of yuan.

SmartGate departures trial for Brisbane
Australian Customs is looking to introduce 
SmartGate passport readers at the departures 
zone of Australian airports, with a trial set to 
begin in at Brisbane Airport from mid-2014. 
The system would
streamline the exit process for outbound 
passengers holding Australian and New 
Zealand passports.
Australian Business Traveller says completed 
departure cards would be dropped into a 
collection box near the SmartGates, which 
would scan e-passports to check identity and 

confirm authority to leave Australia before 
opening the gate.
Robyn Miller, National Manager of 
Passenger Policy and Practice at the 
Australian Customs and Border Protection 
Service told ZDNet Australia that the process 
would be similar to using a SmartGate for 
inbound flights. “In the longer term, we do 
want to remove our reliance on cards – 
inbound and outbound – and automate the 
collection of that data,” she is quoted as 
saying.

Etihad Airways enjoyed stunning success at this year’s World Travel Awards on the weekend, 
taking top honours for the fifth year in a row. It took out the prestigious titles of World’s 
Leading Airline, World’s Leading First Class, and World’s Leading Airline Cabin Crew.

http://airnzhobbitmedia.s3.amazonaws.com/2013/AIR_134_905R.mp4


LONDON DAILY VIA HONG KONG Great service. Great people. Great fares. CLICK HERE

Cathay Pacific doubles AKL-HKG capacity for summer 
Cathay Pacific yesterday introduced double 
daily flights for the summer peak with flight 
CX117, an A340-300 from Hong Kong to 
Auckland, touching down 10 minutes early.
The return flight CX118 departed at 8.55am 
with a scheduled arrival into Hong Kong at 
3.20pm (local time). The schedule of this 
additional daily flight aims to maximise 
connections to and from China, in particular, 
as well as Japan, Korea and the Middle East. 
The second daily CX service adds 3710 seats 
per week between AKL and HKG for the 
airline over the peak DEC-FEB period. The 

flights offer Business and Economy class, as 
well as the new Premium Economy Class.
With the additional service, Cathay Pacific is 
now able to offer three non-stop flights a day 
to Hong Kong, including a codeshare 
midnight departure operated by Joint 
Strategic Agreement partner Air New 
Zealand.
Cathay Pacific and sister airline Dragonair 
offers connections from Hong Kong to over 
20 cities across China including nine flights a 
day to Beijing and 17 flights a day to 
Shanghai.

SIA UK/E Earlybirds extended
Singapore Airlines has extended its Fast 
Forward to 2014 EarlyBird UK/Europe Retail 
Fares – for sales to 04DEC13 and ticketing to 
06DEC13. 
The lead in V class level has been removed, 
however the NCL and above levels are still 
valid, but note that availability is restricted in 
the lower RBDs and may not be available on 
all dates throughout the travel period. 
Note too the change of RBD for LH sectors – 
for SQ services operated in HCL, LH flights 
should also be booked in HCL (previously 

GCL) – this change is effective immediately. 
These fares are not broken into seasons, so 
what you see is what you get – if the seats are 
not available during periods of high demand, 
waitlists in N, Q, W cl’s are not permitted and 
will not be chased - an alternative travel date 
or upsell option should be selected. 
SIA’s special Basic Singapore Stopover 
Holiday package (SOTH) is not being 
extended along with these fares. 
The complete fare pages are available to view 
on www.krisport.co.nz 

CRUISE NEWS
Silversea BDM to support NZ travel trade
Ann Hope, Silversea Business Development 
Manager, has expanded her portfolio to 
support the travel trade in New Zealand, 
effective immediately.
Karen Christensen, the line’s GM & Director
of Sales/Marketing, Australasia, says that 
Hope is the ideal candidate to focus on New 
Zealand. 
“New Zealand is a crucially important market 
to Silversea, therefore we have appointed 
Ann to spearhead our additional support for 
the NZ travel trade.  Ann is one of our most 

experienced and long 
standing BDMs, which 
makes her perfect for this 
role.”  
“With the launch of 
Silver Discoverer only 
months away, we will 
see New Zealand ports 
and remote Sub Antarctic 
Islands added to our Expeditions Calendar 
for the first time.” adds Christensen. 

Camping in Antarctica with Hurtigruten
Prince Harry may currently be in Antarctica 
ready for a gruelling 335km charity trek, but 
there are easier ways to sample the icy 
continent in comfort, says Hurtigruten.
The Norwegian operator offers a range of 
explorer voyages to the region every summer
 onboard the MS Fram.  This summer, 
Hurtigruten has added an extraordinary new 
excursion that will allow guests to pitch tents 
and spend a night like no other, camping in 
the inhospitable terrain.
The excursion is for true adventure seekers.  
In a small group of no more than 15, they 
will be taken ashore to set up camp and spend 
the night, equipped with outdoor equipment 
specially tailored to the region, including 
warm winter sleeping bags and expedition 

tents.  
Hurtigruten is offering a 13-day “The land of 
the penguins” voyage departing from 
Ushuaia, Argentina on 19NOV14, from 
£5,699pp twin share, inside cabin. The 
camping excursion costs approximately 
£330pp (payable onboard).
For more info call (09) 623 4293  or email 
hurtigruten@discovertheworld.com.au.

Mamma Mia at sea
The hit musical Mamma Mia goes maritime 
on Royal Caribbean’s new ship, Quantum of 
the Seas, when she sails from New York next 
year. Under its deal with Broadway 
productions, Royal Caribbean will be the first 

cruise line to feature the musical.
The new Quantum-class will debut in 
NOV14 with Quantum of the Seas, followed 
by her sister-ship Anthem of the Seas in 
APR15.
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Tel: 0800 422 784
Fax: 09-4424228
CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITE

Variety Cruises offers an intimate & friendly 
private yacht/small ship experience

  SAVE   
   20%  off

     the cruise fare

Book by
31 Jan 14

up 
to 

&
Destination focused cruising to  

The Mediterranean, Adriatic, Costa Rica, 
Seychelles & West Africa

CLICK HERE FOR FLYER

RCL Cruises brands – biggest ever sale
ROYAL CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL: Global WOW Sale
Special offers: half price deposits plus up to US$200 onboard credit per stateroom
Available on all worldwide cruises sailing from 01JAN14 onwards
Destinations include Alaska, Caribbean, Europe, Panama Canal and Australia & New Zealand
Book between 01-04DEC13 
Stateroom upgrades also available on some cruises in Europe and the Caribbean. 
CELEBRITY CRUISES: 123 Go! 
Special offers: choose between 3 bonus inclusions and Go!
>> Classic Beverage Package for two – worth up to $1,200 per stateroom based on a 12-night 
cruise, or
>> Up to US$300 onboard credit per stateroom, or
>> Complimentary gratuities for two – worth up to $360 per stateroom.
Available on worldwide cruises of 3 nights or longer between 01FEB14 to 31MAR15
Book by 28FEB14
Bonus 1: bookings on selected European voyages can choose 2 of the above 3 offers. 
Bonus 2: book a triple or quad stateroom and receive a complimentary non-alcoholic beverage 
package for the third and fourth passengers PLUS a free 38-minute internet package. 
AZAMARA CLUB CRUISES: AzAmazing Deals
Special offer: US$500 onboard credit per stateroom. 
Available on 16 selected cruises in 2014
Available for Club Oceanview, Club Verandah and Club Suite accommodation (excludes Club 
Interior staterooms)
Book between 01-06DEC13
Guests to quote code ‘AZACYB’ at time of booking to qualify for onboard credit amount. 
For full terms and conditions see www.royalcaribbean.co.nz.

Uniworld’s Fly Free to Europe in Business Class
Uniworld Boutique River Cruises has an 
unprecedented ‘Fly Free to Europe in 
Business Class’ offer for New Zealanders for 
the 22AUG14 sailing only of its Grand 
European River Voyage in association with 
airline partner Emirates.
Priced from $20,995pp twin share, the offer 
is available for the specified 29-day itinerary 
aboard Uniworld’s River Princess travelling 
from Istanbul to Amsterdam based on two 
people travelling together in a category 5 
stateroom. Valid for new bookings only until 
31DEC13 or until sold out with full payment 
within 7 days of booking. Port charges of 
$694pp are additional.
Your clients will discover much of Europe, 
from the Black Sea to the North Sea, during 
the 29-day journey. They begin the adventure 
in Istanbul, then fly across the Black Sea to 
Bucharest. They cruise the great rivers of 
Europe from Bulgaria to the Netherlands, 
traversing nine countries along the way.
Full inclusions are: 25-night cruise in a river-
view stateroom on the River Princess; 2-night 
stay in Istanbul with breakfast; 1-night stay 

in Bucharest with breakfast; all meals on-
board - 25 breakfasts, 24 lunches, 25 dinners; 
unlimited beverages onboard including fine 
wine, beer, spirits, soft drinks, specialty tea 
& coffee, and bottled water; 38 excursions to 
choose from; an experienced cruise manager; 
Quietvox portable audio headset system on 
all shore excursions; 2 Signature Lectures; 
Epicurean Adventurer Program; plus airport 
transfers on arrival and departure days. 
The return Business Class flights with 
Emirates are Auckland-Istanbul-Amsterdam-
Auckland and must be booked through 
Uniworld reservations. Additional costs may 
be incurred for flights from other NZ centres.
For more info contact sales manager Greg 
Marett or freephone reservations 0800 872 
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HOSPITALITY

2014 Norway  
& Scandinavia  

brochure out now!

Call (09) 623 4293 
E retailres@discovertheworld.com.au 
W discovertheworldcruising.com.au

*Early booking offer valid on select 2014   
Norway Classic Voyage departures only. 
Hurtigruten voyage fares operate on a dynamic 
flexible pricing system, whereby the earlier you 
book, the greater the saving on your voyage 
fare. Contact DTWC for full conditions.

Explore Norway aboard 
The World's Most  
Beautiful Voyage 

with DTWC & Hurtigruten

Book by  
31 January 2014  

  
select voyage  

fares

UP  
TOSAVE

25%
&

ON*

2014 EARLY BOOKING  
OFFER EXTENDED

The Lanai on Island Passage
Peter Bissett at Island Escape Cruises says 
that many guests have commented on how 
the helicopter deck on Island Passage would 
make a superb lounge. 
“Now we have designer’s plans completed 
for this fabulous area. It is called “The 
Lanai”,” says Bissett. 
It will be furnished with super comfortable 
loungers plus teak tables to allow alfresco 
dining, four original steamer chairs and a 
king size day bed that guests will be able 
to reserve in advance and experience the 
romance of one night “sleeping under the 
stars”.
“We know this will be yet another popular 
area onboard the ship and will add even more 
pleasure for our guests,” says Bissett. “Plans 
are to have this completed for our 2014 
Vanuatu season.”
Meanwhile the ship’s six Staterooms, four 
Ocean Suites and two Bridge Suites have 
been completely redecorated and look 
amazing, he adds. Click here to view them.

Stafford Villa sold
After 15 years of operating as a luxury bed and 
breakfast, Stafford Villa on Auckland’s Birkenhead 
Point has been sold. As of 01JAN14 Stafford Villa will 
revert to a family home.
Say Chris Windram: “We will always remember our past 
guests, our suppliers, our friends in the bed and 
breakfast industry, the journalists, photo shoots, 
weddings, high teas and above all our marketing 
company Navigate Oceania. Thank you to all of you for 
making Stafford Villa a great success.”
Chris and Mark Windram are building a new home at 
Whisper Cove, Snells Beach, 40 minutes from Auckland.

Pacific Rendezvous revamp 
Ross and Gerlinde Lee bought the management rights for Pacific Rendezvous 
at Tutukaka in APR13 and have focused on interior upgrades: the games/
conference room has been refurbished with all new equipment including 
a 60in TV, table tennis, air hockey, Xbox with second TV and new lounge 
furniture; the swimming pool complex has new furniture and a new look 
with glass surrounds; a new private spa now gives guests a choice of two 
spa pools; and the tennis court has been resealed. The 25 acres of manicured 
grounds, which includes two private beaches, is looking stunning, says 
Northland Inc. 
Pacific Rendezvous has extremely positive reviews and a Trip Advisor 
Certificate of Excellence.
www.pacificrendezvous.co.nz
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NZ Travel Brokers conference
NZ Travel Brokers celebrated their 5th 
annual conference at the InterContinental 
Wellington last week. The four-day conference
led up to a Gala Awards evening where the 
‘Top 10’ NZ Travel Brokers were announced, 
with the winners off to Bora Bora early next 
year. 
The entertainment on the night had a distinct
Manawatu theme with three of its finest 
entertainers performing – Vicki Lee, soon 
to tour with Dame Malvina Major for the 
third time, Karl Perigo, fresh from a highly 
acclaimed season as the Phantom in Hawkes 
Bay and this year’s X Factor sensation Benny 

Tipene, recently signed by Sony Music. 
It was a big night for Christchurch-based 
Darryl Smith who scooped three awards, 
Rookie of the Year, Special Achievement of 
the Year and the coveted NZ Travel Brokers 
Broker of the Year – an unprecedented feat 
unlikely to be repeated. 
A group of over 100 brokers and suppliers 
also enjoyed a convivial evening the night 
before at Pencarrow Lodge with several 
‘choppering’ in for the event, courtesy of a 
draw during the day. There was a serious side 
to the annual event as well, with some 11 
guest speakers taking the podium during the 
three days conferencing.

Darryl Smith - Broker of the Year
 The Top Ten Travel Brokers: (L to R) Guy Flynn, Julie Creelman, Blair Arthur, Nicola 
Sorenson, Darryl Smith, Tracey Dench, Kristine Phillimore, Trista Somervell, Erin 
Sexton, Kate Costello, Debbie Bradford & Steve Lee

NZTB High Achievers: (L to R) Guy Flynn, Fiona Atkinson, Gina Courtier, Lynne Sinclair, 
Kirsty Mackintosh, Sally Lochhead, Kathryn Clark, Win Macmillan, Yvonne Wilson & 
Steve Lee

Nicola Sorenson & Liz Preston

(L to R) Trista Somervell, Katrina 
Harding, Tina Arthur, Adrienne 
Wilton, Anna Peka & Ruth Asiata

Guy Flynn, Debbie Bradford 
& Andrew Bowman
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PEARL’S PEARLER
I’m dreaming of a white Xmas, 

but when that ends I’ll start on the red
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PCO group supports Convene Q
The PCO (Professional Conference 
Organisers) Association will support 
Convene Queensland (Convene Q) 2014 and 
encourage members to attend the expo.
PCO spokesperson Peter Sugg says the 
association will publicise Convene Q in its 
regular newsletters. “Something like this, 
which stimulates activity around conferences, 
meetings and events is always welcomed by 
the sector.”
ProMag Publishing is launching Convene 
Q as the third event in its Convene ‘family’, 
joining Convene in Auckland and Convene 
South in Christchurch. ProMag also organises 
the Pacific Area Incentives and Conferences 
Expo (PAICE).
Director Stu Freeman says the company has 
always had a close relationship with the PCO 
Association and with many of its members on 
a personal basis. 
“Having a communication channel through 
the PCO Association is obviously a major 

factor for any exhibition targeting the 
business event community,” says Freeman.
Being held at the Brisbane Convention and 
Exhibition Centre on 29JUL14, Convene 
Q will promote venues, regional bureaux, 
attractions, activities, and other function and 
business event suppliers Queensland wide.
Buyers will include incentive operators, 
corporate travel agents, association executives 
and professional conference organisers from 
New South Wales, Victoria and other parts of 
Australia, as well as from New Zealand. 
Local Brisbane buyers will include personal 
assistants, executive secretaries and other 
corporate meeting and travel bookers, 
conference and exhibition organisers, 
function and wedding planners. 
For more information on Convene Q contact 
Event manager Allyssa Eastaugh ph ++64 9 
818 7807 email allyssa@promag.co.nz or 
Stu Freeman ph ++ 64 818 7807 email 
stu@promag.co.nz

CEO David Stafford departing Rail Plus platform
Rail Plus has announced the resignation of 
David Stafford after eight years as Chief 
Executive Officer of Australasia’s leading 
international rail specialist.
Stafford will officially step down from the 
CEO role on 20DEC, but will continue to 
assist the company as a consultant until a 
replacement is named. 
Chairman Keryn Smith, speaking for the 
Board and employees across Australia and 
New Zealand, thanked Stafford for his 
leadership.
“David has overseen a period of extraordinary 
growth for Rail Plus, which under his 
guidance has expanded beyond its traditional 

European focus to now offer point-to-point 
fares, rail passes and luxury train journeys 
across the globe,” says Smith.
“At the same time he has ensured that Rail 
Plus continually set new benchmarks for 
customer-service by automating the process 
of booking rail. This has provided unrivalled 
levels of convenience and efficiency for our 
valued travel partners.”
Rail Plus will immediately commence the 
search for a new Chief Executive. In the 
meantime Joe Fekete, a financial management
advisor to the Rail Plus Board, will fulfil the 
CEO role in an interim capacity.

Queenstown Skal
The Skal Club of Queenstown held its 
Christmas function early, on 27NOV, with 
members, guests and partners celebrating the 

coming festive season in the Directors Room 
at Skyline Skyrides. 

Skal Queenstown President Donna Stewart 
proposes the Skal Toast

Skal Queenstown President Donna Stewart 
with member Trish May.


