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Contiki launches 2013-15 USA & Canada program
Contiki has launched its 2013-15 USA & Canada brochure 
offering two new itineraries including the 8-day Powder 

suitcases after visits to outlet malls and shopping cities. 
“We’re ‘stoked’ to have two new tours including Contiki’s second 

Rush and the 22-day Big West tours, 
making it easier for young travellers 
to carve it up on some of Canada’s 
best ski fields, heli-ride over the 
Rockies, soak up the bright lights of 
Sin City and feel the howling wind, 
spray and thunder of the Niagara 
Falls.
The 2013/15 programme features 
24 itineraries including destinations 
like New York, LA, Chicago, Miami, 
Memphis, New Orleans, Montreal, 
Quebec, Whistler and Vancouver. 
“North America continues to entice 
Kiwi travellers to its shores each year 
with booming figures reported for 
2012 and shopping trips a big 
drawcard,” says Contiki Holidays 
regional director sales & marketing Tony Laskey.
“Our tour managers regularly tell us stories of Kiwis 
taking advantage of the incredible prices and bulging 

ski itinerary in North America,” says 
Laskey.
“Snow fans have loved our Lake Tahoe ski 
option and the Powder Rush trip will allow 
them to ski or board at some of Canada’s 
epic mountains both in the Rocky 
Mountains and Whistler. 
“It’s so important to us that our trips are 
packed full of unforgettable experiences. 
These include Special Stay accommodation 
in a chalet in the stunning resort of Bass 
Lake, as well as a chalet in the Canadian 
Rockies,” he adds.
“We’ve also included local eats throughout 
the itineraries from Chicago pizza haunts, 
Southern Californian Mexican meals, a 
Chinatown feast in San Francisco and an 
old style Southern BBQ in Dallas.”

Contiki is offering an Early Payment Discount option with guests 
able to save up to 10% off if they book and pay before 29AUG13.
             Check out details of the new tours on p9

mailto:adrates@travelmemo.co.nz
http://www.koreanair.com
www.tristateagents.co.nz
http://www.nzonline.org.nz/nzo/business/new-zealand-activity-quotes
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Connecting the South Island for business events
convene south 2013     I     tuesday september 3     I    aIr Force museum, WIgram

To find out more and to register as a buyer visit 
www.convenesouth.co.nz

Premium URL     
 1.  newzealandsightseeing.co.nz  
Main Centre URL’s  
 2.  aucklandsightseeing.co.nz  3.  rotoruasightseeing.co.nz 
 4.  wellingtonsightseeing.co.nz  5.  nelsonsightseeing.co.nz 
 6.  dunedinsightseeing.co.nz
Regional URL’s    
 7.  bayofislandssightseeing.co.nz        8.  tauposightseeing.co.nz 
 9.  newplymouthsightseeing.co.nz      10. napiersightseeing.co.nz 
11. wanganuisightseeing.co.nz            12. gisbornesightseeing.co.nz  
13. abeltasmansightseeing.co.nz        14.  franzjosefsightseeing.co.nz  
15. foxglaciersightseeing.co.nz 16. kaikourasightseeing.co.nz  
17. teanausightseeing.co.nz 18. stewartislandsightseeing.co.nz  
19. milfordsoundsightseeing.co.nz

   
       For Sale
       Unique NZ Tourism 
       Domain Names

www.newzealandsightseeing.co.nz
South Pacific Travellers World has unique domain names for sale. 

The domain name www.newzealandsightseeing.co.nz presents a unique 
on-line business and/or SEO opportunity.

For further information, please contact:
Linda Jenkins, Managing Director

South Pacific Travellers World
Email: manager@southpacifictravellers.co.nz

Around 1300 keen skiers and snowboarders helped Canterbury’s Mt Hutt celebrate its 
scheduled opening on Saturday.
The keenest of all – the seventy-or-so waiting for the Summit 6 and Quad chairlifts to 
crank into action for the season, including four who had slept overnight at the ski area 
to gain coveted ‘First On The Lift’ T-shirts – were rewarded when both lifts started up 
fifteen minutes early at 8.45am.
For up-to-date snow conditions and information on facilities go to www.nzski.com. 
For more information on the Kids4Free campaign, go to www.kids4free.co.nz

Snow Park offers 
await response  
The new owners of Snow 
Park NZ on the Pisa Range 
near Wanaka, Southern 
Hemisphere Proving Grounds 
Ltd (SHPG), are still in 
discussion with a wide range 
of parties regarding the 
viability of Snow Park 
continuing to operate as a ski 
area for snow sports events 
and high-performance 
training camps, but it no 
longer had a future as a 
public facility because of the 
high running costs and small 
market. 
The Otago Daily Times 
quotes SHPG managing 
director Tom Elworthy as 
saying Snow Park no longer 
has a future as a public 
facility because of the high 
running costs and small 
market. 
Competitions hoping to 
still use the park this season 
include the Burton Open and 
two World Cup qualifying
 events during the Winter 
Games New Zealand, in 
August. 
Mr Elworthy says they hope 
they can offer some facilities 
to teams and events, and are 
waiting for a response to 
options they have laid out.

Mt Ruapehu Flexi Pass
Offering value for money, the new Mt Ruapehu Flexi 
Pass is designed for maximum flexibility. It can be loaded
with two, three, four or five days which can be used any 
time throughout the 2013 winter season at either of New 
Zealand’s largest ski areas:  Whakapapa or Turoa.
Mt Ruapehu is selling its flexi passes at discounted rates 
until 30JUN13; out of this period the Flexi Pass will be 
available at ticket windows for full price, or online with 
a discount. 
The snow base is building from recent snowfalls and 
snowmaking conditions in preparation for a start to the 
2013 winter season at Whakapapa and Turoa Ski Areas 
on 29JUN. 
For real-time snow progress, live webcams at both 
Whakapapa and Turoa show up-to-the minute updates. 
Visit www.mtruapehu.com

Customer ratings website TripAdvisor has 
awarded nine Scenic Hotel Group properties 
a Certificate of Excellence. 
They are Scenic Hotel Tonga, Scenic Hotel 
Te Pania in Napier, Scenic Suites Queenstown, 
Heartland Hotel Queenstown, Scenic Hotel 
Dunedin City, Scenic Hotel Bay of Islands in 
Paihia, Scenic Hotel Marlborough in 
Blenheim, Scenic Hotel Southern Cross, and Scenic Hotel Auckland.

Scenic Suites QueenstownNine Scenic properties gain TripAdvisor nod 

http://www.convenesouth.co.nz
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Black Cat Cruises appointment
Natasha Lombart has joined tourism 
operator Black Cat Cruises as its new Sales 
and Marketing Manager.
Black Cat Cruises has for 26 years operated 
harbour cruises and dolphin swimming trips 
at Akaroa on Banks Peninsula. 
English born Lombart has a strong marketing
and media background having previously 
worked in the UK for Hearst Media as 
Creative Solutions Manager for the Luxury 
Group, which included Harper’s Bazaar and 
Esquire magazines in its diverse portfolio.

Global events experts secured by ATEED
The Board of ATEED (Auckland Tourism, 
Events and Economic Development) has 
announced two key appointments to the 
Auckland 2017 World Masters Games – Sir 
John Wells as Board Chair, and Jennah 
Wootten as Chief Executive.
ATEED Board Chair, David McConnell says 
the independent interview panels which 
managed the recruitment processes for each 
role have delivered world-class experts.
“We are expecting the Auckland 2017 World 
Masters Games to bring in around 250,000 
visitor nights for Auckland. We haven’t 
seen an event of this scale since RWC 2011 
brought in more than 130,000 visitors to New 
Zealand.
“Both Sir John and Jennah have outstanding 
track records and work portfolios. They are 
known globally for their expertise in major 
events delivery and governance. The bringing 
together of their expertise and knowledge is a 
real win for Auckland,” he said.
Mr McConnell says the scale and complexity
of Auckland 2017 World Masters Games 
requires a dedicated team whose sole focus is 
the successful implementation of the event. It 

is not possible to deliver this within ATEED’s 
usual business.
“More than 25,000 competitors and 10,000 
spectators are estimated to converge on 
Auckland. The announcement of these two 
key appointments provide a solid foundation 
for a successful event in 2017,” said Mr 
McConnell.
Sir John has been involved with a number of 
recent major sporting events as either Board 
Chair or Director; namely Rugby NZ 2011 
Ltd (Rugby World Cup), Volvo Ocean Race 
Auckland Stopover 2012 Local Organising
Committee, the Barfoot & Thompson ITU
Triathlon World Cup 2011 and World 
Champs 2012.
Ms Wootten, ATEED’s Manager Major 
Events moved into the new role this week. 
She will spearhead the vision and event 
delivery by the ATEED-owned limited 
liability company formed to run the games.
Sir John Wells and Ms Wootten will head 
to Torino to be part of the official handover. 
Further appointments to the Auckland 2017 
World Masters Games Board are expected 
before the end of June.

AUSTRALIA
Dodgers vs D-Backs at SCG
The Sydney Cricket Ground is to play host 
to two games marking the start of the 2014 
Major League Baseball series.
The Los Angeles Dodgers and Arizona 
Diamondbacks will play both games over 
the weekend 22-22MAR14, and the event is 
hoped will attract interstate and international 
visitors to Sydney.
The SCG will be fully renovated to a baseball 
configuration and will meet Major League 
standards.
Baseball has a long association with Australia. 
Next year’s Opening Series will be the 100th 

anniversary of an exhibition played between 
the Chicago White Sox and New York Giants 
at the same venue. 
International season openers aren’t new for 
Major League Baseball. Similar openers 
have been staged in Mexico, Puerto Rico and 
Japan.

Qantas on sale to Brisbane, Sydney from $189
Qantas has released special fares from 
Auckland to Brisbane from $189 economy 
and $599 business one-way, available for sale 
until Thursday 20JUN13.
The carrier has also released special fares to 

Sydney from $189 economy and $599 
business one-way, available for sale until 
Friday 21JUN13.
For full details and tariff advice visit 
www.qantas.co.nz/agents

Barossa named ‘Best Wine Region’
Australian Gourmet Traveller Magazine has 
recently voted South Australia’s Barossa 
wine region as offering the best wine tourism 
in Australia. Located just an hour from 
Adelaide, the Barossa has over 80 cellar 
doors to explore, with some of the biggest 
names in wine, including Penfolds, Jacob’s 
Creek and Wolf Blass. It is also home to a 
number of boutique vineyards and local food 
producers.
“Kiwis have a real affinity with the Barossa. 
They know and love the wine but the region’s 
rich history, scenic walking and cycling trails 
and fantastic food also make it a popular 
region to visit while in South Australia,” says 

Jane Wilson, Regional Manager, South 
Australian Tourism Commission. “Its 
proximity to Adelaide makes it an easy day 
tour from the city and houseboat hirers can 
include a tour to the region from their 
Unforgettable Houseboat,” she adds.
“The two-night Barossa Temptation self-
drive package on www.southaustralia.co.nz 
has been one of the most popular packages 
to be added to Kiwis South Australia holiday 
wish lists.”
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Sunshine Coast Showcase
Mondo Travel has partnered with Air New 
Zealand, Destination Sunshine Coast and 
Accor to launch the Sunshine Coast 
Showcase hosted by Mondo Travel’s Food & 
Wine Ambassador, Brett McGregor, and 
featuring ‘Jake and Elle’, this season’s 
runners-up in the top-rating reality show My 
Kitchen Rules. 
“Jake and Elle come from the Sunshine Coast 
so it made sense to have these two very 
popular personalities come to New Zealand 
to support promote and show off the 
Sunshine Coast and the dynamic destination, 
combined with the second season of the Air 
New Zealand direct services,” says  Mondo 
Travel’s Marketing Manager, Gordy Bayne.
“Food and wine runs through the DNA of our 
business now, and we know from working 
with Tourism Australia and recently being the 
retail travel partner to promote the Al Brown 

TV show prize draw, that Food and Wine 
is the Number One motivation for Kiwis to 
travel to Australia,” adds Bayne. 
“Having Brett McGregor host this event with 
such talented and humble people like Jake 
and Elle, we knew we had the ingredients to 
get Kiwis away this winter and transact some 
good business for our Mondo Travel stores in 
July to the Sunshine Coast.” 
Jake and Elle will appear at a Media Event 
for Mondo Travel at Sale Street on Wednesday 
26JUN at 4pm and then a consumer event, 
exclusive to Mondo Travel customers from 
6-8pm, with lots celebration of the Food & 
Wine, Culture, Climate and the endless things 
to do around the Sunshine Coast. 
“This is yet another example of how we love 
at Mondo Travel to engage our customers in 
booking a holiday to the Sunshine Coast,” 
says Bayne. 

Sunshine Coast Experience Trail videos
Sunshine Coast Destination’s Kate Wright 
reports that the full range of Sunshine Coast 
Experience Trail videos have now been 
loaded onto YouTube.

They include the Food Trail, Nature Trail, 
Attractions Trail, Coastal Fun Trail, Markets 
Trail and Arts & Culture Trail, and are online 
at  http://trails.visitsunshinecoast.com.au

Port Stephens whale-watch package
Shoal Bay Resort and Spa in Port Stephens is 
offering two nights in a one-bedroom 
apartment, buffet breakfast daily, a 2½-hour
whale-watch cruise with Moonshadow 
Cruises, two-hour bike hire, a noon check-out
and unlimited access to the resort’s Aqua 
Spa gym, heated indoor pool and mineral spa 
pools from A$548 per couple midweek and 
from A$612 per couple on weekends. 
Port Stephens draws large numbers of whale-
seeking visitors during the area’s MAY-NOV 

whale-watching season. The ‘Humpback 
Highway’ route past Port Stephens is used by 
more than 18,000 of the 50-tonne humpback 
whales and their numbers are increasing by 
around 10% a year.
Valid until 19SEP13, the Shoal Bay Resort & 
Spa offer is subject to availability and 
conditions apply. Guests also receive 20% 
discount vouchers for Aqua Spa treatments 
and meals in the resort’s restaurants.  
To book visit www.portstephens.org.au.

A$30m makeover for Hydro Majestic 
The Sydney Morning Herald says the Hydro 
Majestic Hotel at Medlow Bath in the Blue 
Mountains has had more makeovers than 
Dame Nellie Melba had farewell 
performances, and its latest will see the 
Hydro undergo its most lavish yet: A$30 
million worth of work aimed at reviving
its golden age.
The old casino, ballroom and wintergarden 
will be painstakingly restored to their former 
glory, creating tea, bar and restaurant areas. 
A provedore’s market will sell regional foods 
and a panoramic lookout will be built with 
parking and a place for picnics, to be opened 
by April. Two to three years later, the hotel 
will be rebuilt in the second stage of the 
redevelopment.

Owners Huong Nguyen and George Saad, 
who paid A$11 million for the property five 
years ago are not new to heritage conversions. 
In the past year, they have spent more than 
A$500,000 restoring Darley’s Restaurant at 
Lilianfels hotel.
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Tune Hotel Melbourne offers A$49 rate
International hotel group Tune Hotels has 
announced the pre-opening sale of its first 
Australian property in Melbourne and that the 
city will serve as its operational headquarters 
for the Australia and New Zealand region.
Tune Hotel Melbourne at 609 Swanston 
Street, Carlton is conveniently located next 

Tune Hotels provides international-quality 
accommodation which focuses on key 
essentials but minus the generally underused 
facilities found in other hotels such as 
swimming pools, business centres and 
gymnasiums. By doing away with these, 
Tune Hotels is able to pass on savings to its 

to the University of Melbourne, just 
two streets away from popular Lygon 
Street and minutes to Melbourne’s 
CBD. The 225-room property will 
open for customers on 01NOV13.
To celebrate its arrival, Tune Hotel 
Melbourne is offering an attractive room rate 
from just A$49* per night. The promotion is 
offered online only at www.tunehotels.com 
and guests have the option to choose and pay 
only for amenities that they require.
Bookings can be made from now until 
28JUN13 for stays between 01NOV13 and 
31MAR14, subject to availability of rooms. 
A total of 1,000 rooms will be made available 
at that price.
The hotel offer coincides with a Melbourne 
promotion in Asia with AirAsia X over the 
same period.

guests. Its pay-as-you-use concept 
lets 
travellers choose and pay only for 
amenities that they require such as 
air-conditioning and a toiletry kit to 
keep costs down, reduce waste and 

save energy.
All Tune hotels feature space-efficient, 
streamlined rooms focusing on high-quality 
basics: 5-star beds and powerful hot showers.
The strategically located hotels provide 
housekeeping services, electronic keycard 
access into rooms, extensive CCTV systems, 
and no access into the main lobby without a 
keycard past midnight for extra security.
* Rooms at promotional rates are limited and 
subject to availability and special conditions 
apply. Refer to www.tunehotels.com for 
applicable terms and conditions.

Whale Watching on the Gold Coast 
For clients holidaying on the Gold Coast this 
winter, there are plenty of opportunities
for whale-watching, with the Humpback 
Highway just ten minutes out to sea, and 
thousands of whales heading up and down 
the coast of Queensland during their annual 
migration.
Gold Coast whale watching departure points 
include Marina Mirage, Sea World, Sea 
World Resort, The Spit, Surfers Paradise, 
Runaway Bay Marina and Coolangatta/
Tweed Heads Golf Club. 
Operators include: 
Whale Watching Gold Coast 
www.whalewatchinggoldcoast.net.au 
Whales in Paradise 
www.whalesinparadise.com.au 

Sea World Whale Watching 
www.seaworld.myfun.com.au 
Rivers Whale Watching Tours 
www.rivers.net.au 
Spirit of Gold Coast 
www.goldcoastwhalewatching.com 
Getaway Sailing 
www.getawaysailing.com.au 
Gold Coast Eco Extreme 
www.ecoextreme.com.au

Wayne Deed scores Tourism Fiji role
Tourism Fiji has named Wayne Deed as it 
new Regional Director New Zealand.
Rick Hamilton, the Tourism Fiji CEO, says 
Mr Deed is a well respected industry 
professional bringing with him more than 20 
years’ experience. 
“It’s great to have him on board and his 
wealth of knowledge plus his long-term 
relationship with the trade will be an 
enormous asset to Tourism Fiji,” says Mr 
Hamilton.
Most recently, Mr Deed was Regional 
Manager for Destination New South Wales 
and he has previously held a position on GO 
Holidays’ senior executive team as Product 
and Marketing Manager for the Pacific Islands, 
Australia and GO Sports and Events.
Mr Deed says, “I’m really looking forward to 
joining the Tourism Fiji team and 

developing closer ties 
with the trade, working 
across all the distribution 
channels to develop and 
grow their business to 
Fiji. We’ll be focused on 
delivering value at all 
level of the retail trade, 
in particular, our Matai agents. 
“There aren’t many jobs that are about 
making people happy, so I’m very lucky that 
one of the objectives of my new job is to 
bring that special Fijian happiness to as many 
Kiwis as possible,” he adds. 
Mr Deed will begin his new role from mid 
July and will work with the RTO’s Regional 
Marketing Officer, Ragigia Dawai, and 
Regional Information Officer, Olivia 
Bolatagici in the Auckland office. 



www.aircalin.com

New Caledonia. New Paradise. 
Less than 3 hours from Auckland 
flying Aircalin. Book W Class 
for the best value year round 
packages, best inventory, no 
closeouts and full service guaranteed.

You’ll love this!
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Aircalin package fare sale extended
Aircalin’s reduced IT package fare sale in W 
class has been extended for one more week, 
giving clients until 24JUN13 to take 
advantage of ‘amazingly’ priced package 
deals to New Caledonia.
Several dates within the July and September 
school holidays still have W class availability 
so agents are advised to recommend their 
clients book now whilst these prices last.
Sales period: until 24JUN13
Travel period: 20JUN13-30NOV13 with no 
closeouts.

Agents simply book the SB flight numbers in 
W class in their CRS then contact their 
preferred South Pacific wholesaler who will 
take care of the rest of the package and 
ticketing.  Ex Wellington and Christchurch 
levels are on sale too.
Angela Hallett reminds agents that Aircalin 
(SB) is a full service carrier and all clients 
receive a checked luggage allowance of one 
piece (up to 23kgs), an in-flight entertainment 
programme, as well as a meal and drinks 
service, regardless of the fare paid.

Fiji casino development - latest
Radio New Zealand international reports that 
One Hundred Sands Limited, the developer 
holding Fiji’s gaming licence, says 
construction of the multi-million dollar 
casino on Denarau Island has started.
Expat American Larry Claunch, who chairs 
the developing company, says the addition 
of European, Singaporean, and New Zealand 
financial investment to the substantial sum 
from the United States has demonstrated the 
confidence the world’s financial markets have 
in the direction and future of Fiji.
Under the original timeline the casino was 
due to open in October this year but Mr 
Claunch says that will now be mid to late 
next year.
Fijivillage reports construction work is yet 
to start but One Hundred Sands Limited has 

agreed under a penalty clause to pay the 
government US$100,000 per month from 
01OCT13 until the casino is completed.
Attorney General Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum has 
told Fijivillage the government has been 
assured that construction will commence at 
the new location near the entrance to Denarau 
in Nadi by early this week. 
Based on this, the deadline for the developers 
was extended by a week.
Fijivillage asked the Attorney General if One 
Hundred Sands has secured the new site and 
if he can reveal the new site of the proposed 
casino project. 
Sayed-Khaiyum said the government has 
been assured that the land has been secured 
and we just have to wait and see what 
happens next week. 

Mystery of Vanuatu
Peter Bissett reports that his Island Escape 
Cruises luxury small cruise ship the “Island 
Passage” is on her inaugural Mystery of 
Vanuatu cruise. 
“We have been speaking with Captain Paul 
Mabee each evening and this cruise is going 
to be one of our absolute dream trips in 
Vanuatu,” he says.
“There is some degree of fitness required as 
we venture well off the beaten track into the 
jungle to witness the Namba ceremony on 

Malakula Island, the Rom Dancing on 
Ambryn Island and the super remote villages 
in the Maskelyne Islands before spending 
time with the twin villages in South West 
Bay. 
“On the Wednesday guests have a volcano 
erupting as their evening view off the ship’s 
back deck before a well deserved comfortable
sleep at anchor in the sheltered bay. It’s a real 
thrill,” he adds.
For Island Escape Cruise details, visit 
www.islandescapecruises.com

India & Sri LankaExotic Holidays
Specialist Wholesaler

FOR AWARD-WINNING SERVICE 
AND A COMPETITIVE QUOTE

PHONE 0508 396 842

CLICK HERE TO GET 
OUR NEWSLETTER

http://nz.aircalin.com/billet-noumea.php?cc=NZ
http://www.exoticholidays.co.nz
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Your gateway to Hong Kong Click Here
or call 09 309 1188

China   We know it like our own backyard

Tanoa Hotel Group appointment
The Tanoa Hotel Group has appointed Mr 
Matthew Gillespie to the newly created 
position of Regional Manager - Fiji and 
Samoa.
Mr Gillespie has been the General Manager 
at the Tanoa International Hotel, Nadi 
Airport, for the past three years. Whilst 
managing the group’s largest hotel he has 
also overseen many refurbishment projects 
and revenue generation initiatives. 
Mr Rohit Reddy, Managing Director of the 

Tanoa Hotel Group, said. 
“With six hotels in the 
region this appointment 
is integral to our growth 
strategy which Matthew has 
already been an important 
part of, hence he was an obvious candidate.”
In addition to his new role of regional 
manager, Mr Gillespie will continue as GM 
of The Tanoa International Hotel.

The Huka Retreats has announced an 
enticing new deal for holidays on Dolphin 
Island, its private island in Fiji .
For those seeking a luxury ‘castaway’ 
holiday with family or friends, this new 
exclusive-use rate offers exceptional value 
for money, as well as the rare opportunity 
to enjoy their own private island all to 
themselves.
Dolphin Island offers 14 acres of unspoiled 
beauty, with golden sand, infinity pool, 
interiors by renowned designer Virginia 
Fisher, fantastic Fijian staff looking after 
them with delicious meals, cool drinks and 

personal attention.
From this month, a couple sharing their 
own romantic bure can have the entire
island for their exclusive use from NZ$1,595 
+ taxes, per person, per night. For a party 
of family or friends - any additional guests 
they would like to invite will enjoy a rate 
of NZ$995 + taxes, per person a night.
This new deal includes: all meals, house 
wine and soft drinks, return transfers from 
Nadi and boat transfers to Dolphin Island.
Visit www.dolphinislandfiji.com or call 
reservations on +64 7 378 5791 or email 
reservations@hukalodge.co.nz.

Cathay Pacific’s China Pass
Cathay Pacific has launched a new China 
Pass, in conjunction with its normal airfares 
to China, offering special fares on domestic 
sectors within China so that passengers and 
agents can create multi destination itineraries 
to and within China.
Cathay Pacific, along with partner airline, 
Dragonair, offers flights to 23 destinations
across China. By using Dragonair and 
selected domestic airlines, passengers are 
able to link to and between these destinations.
For instance, a passenger can fly on just 
one ticket from Auckland to Shanghai with 
Cathay Pacific and Dragonair, then on to 
Xian and on to Beijing before returning to 
Auckland on Cathay Pacific and Dragonair, 

therefore getting four stopovers in China all 
on the one airfare. 
The fares for the sectors within China range 
from NZ$60 to NZ$200 in Economy Class. 
There are also Business Class options 
available in conjunction with Business Class 
fares to China.
Passengers will have more choice of frequency 
as they can travel on the domestic flights of 
Air China, China Eastern and China Southern 
with the China Pass, which will also make 
life easier for agents and also passengers as 
they will just need one ticket rather than the 
multitude of tickets they have needed in the 
past to travel on Chinese domestic flights.

Malaysia offers Culture and Tourism
Malaysia’s Minister of Tourism and Culture, 
Datuk Seri Mohamed Nazri Abdul Aziz was 
in Auckland yesterday to launch Visit 
Malaysia Year 2014.
Nazri says the merger of culture and tourism
is like a perfect marriage.  Malaysia is a 
melting pot of people and cultures including 
Malay, Chinese, Indian and traditional tribes.  
This creates rich diversity through dance, 
music, crafts, cuisine, language and lifestyle. 
Visit Malaysia Year 2014 will offer travellers 
a special chance to experience that diversity 
along with a raft of other opportunities sure 
to strike a chord with adventurous, sporty and 
foodie Kiwis. 
The Minister was accompanied by Director 
General of Tourism Malaysia Dato’ Mirza 
Mohammad Taiyab (Mirza) and Tourism 
Malaysia New Zealand Director Zalina 

Ahmad (Zalina) along with a troupe of 
traditional Malaysian dancers.
During his visit Nazri will gain insights into 
New Zealand cultural tourism and will meet 
with Prime Minister and Minister of Tourism, 
John Key.

http://www.acrossia.com
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Uniworld Vietnam and Cambodia Two-for-One dates
Following the great response from the recent 
campaign, Uniworld is now offering travellers
a ‘Two for the Price of One’ deal for new 
bookings on four 15-day Timeless Wonders 
of Vietnam, Cambodia & Mekong departures 
in SEP13.
The limited offer must be booked and paid in 
full by 31JUL13 and is available until sold 
out on the 01SEP, 11SEP, 15SEP and 29SEP 
departures only. Prices start from $3100pp 
twin share plus $129pp port charges and 
$35pp Cambodian Airport tax. Full payment 
must be within 7 days of booking and no later 
than 31JUL13.
Operating between Ho Chi Minh City and 
Hanoi, the luxury river cruise includes a 
7-night Mekong River cruise aboard the 
new River Orchid or River Saigon as well as 
multiple-night hotel stays in Ho Chi Minh, 
Siem Reap and Hanoi.
The 15-day itinerary also includes 12 days 
of fully escorted excursions with English-
speaking local experts; 14 buffet breakfasts, 9 

lunches and 10 dinners; onboard complimen-
tary wine, local beer and spirits from lunch-
time onwards; the services of a Uniworld
Tour Manager throughout; arrival and 
departure transfers as well as all transport 
throughout the trip including flights between 
Siem Reap and Hanoi.
Including Cambodia’s vibrant Phnom Penh 
and Siem Reap – gateway to the UNESCO 
Angkor Wat temples, guests are treated to a 
360-degree view. Whether travelling by 
sampan to visit Vietnam’s floating river 
markets, riding in a cyclo through the streets 
of Phnom Penh to the colourful Royal Palace, 
or taking a tuk-tuk to the Angkor temples, 
Uniworld says its guests experience all the 
highlights.
Uniworld Boutique River Cruises’ 2013 Asia 
brochure featuring Timeless Wonders of 
Vietnam, Cambodia & Mekong can be 
viewed online here and for more info, 
contact sales manager Greg Marett or call 
reservations on 0800 872 325.

Latest check-in technology for Yangon
Yangon International Airport (YIA) in 
Myanmar is gearing up for a projected annual 
growth of 20% with new common-use systems
from air transport IT specialist, SITA.
SITA is providing its AirportConnect Open 
system, which enables airlines from around 
the world to easily use the airport’s check-in 
counters and gate resources.

As part of the delivery, the airport is getting
the country’s first self-service check-in 
kiosks.
The recent investment in the airport’s infra-
structure comes as Myanmar prepares for 
a surge of visitors for the 27th South East 
Asian Games, which the country will host in 
November.

Peregrine has 10% off all its Asia trips booked by 30JUN13, for departures 
before 30SEP13.  This includes all the best selling trips for Asia, such as Burma, 
Vietnam, Cambodia, Borneo, Thailand, Laos, China, Nepal, India, Sri Lanka, 
Bhutan,  Iran, Japan; even North and South Korea and all the ‘Stans’.

Educational space available
Active Asia advises that it has some space 
left on two educationals – Japan with Air 
New Zealand 7 days departing 14AUG, and 

Cultural North Vietnam with Thai Airways 8 
days departing 31JUL.  
To register visit www.activeasia.co.nz/agents

Freephone 0800 440 055
nzsales@odysseytravel.com.au

High Season fares available tooFares AKL to DEL/BOM 
from NZD1459 inclusiveINDIA ON SALE Travel to

17NOV13Ticketing up to 25 June

www.uniworldcruises.co.nz/ebrochure/asia2013/


THE AMERICAS
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Click here
and see whats  

in store for this years 
major events

Tai Chi at Langham Place, 
Mongkok, Hong Kong  
Traditional Chinese Medicine-inspired Chuan 
Spa has introduced a Tai Chi class to help 
guests achieve health and spiritual balance. 
Available every Tuesday and Saturday at 
Langham Place, Mongkok Hong Kong’s 
rooftop, panoramic Plunge swimming pool, 
guests can step in to the Tao of Tai Chi with 
Master Cheung Fu Yau.
Master Cheung is a noted Tai Chi expert and 
an award-winner of the International Wushu 
(Martial Art) Competition.  
Available from 5:00pm – 6:00pm on Tue 
and from 10:00am – 11:00am on Sat, the Tai 
Chi class is complimentary for all Langham 
Place Hotel guests*.  Visitors may join the 
60-minute class for HK$80* per session.
To book this ancient martial arts class, email 
lphkg.info@chuanspa.com.
*Subject to availability and service charge. 

Contiki’s new tours   ... Cont from p1
The Powder Rush tour, 8 days from $1999pp 
twin share, is an exciting new offering that 
guarantees snow bunnies with some serious 
slope action on an itinerary that explores four 
of Canada’s top resorts – Whistler Blackcomb,
Mt Norquay, Banff and Lake Louise. 
Visiting Vancouver, Whistler, Kelowna, Banff 
and Calgary, travellers will experience the 
region’s stunning natural landscape and sights 
during winter and get amongst Canada’s 
renowned mountain lifestyle. This tour offers 
backstage inclusions such as special ‘Contiki 
only’ hire rates, lessons and lift passes, resort 
transfers, loads of ME-Time a.k.a. free time 
and more attractions – gondola rides, wine 

tasting and sightseeing tours.
The Big West 22-day tour, priced 
from $5355pp twin share show-
cases North American West Coast 
destinations like Los Angeles, Las 
Vegas, San Francisco, Phoenix, 
Whistler, Jasper, Banff and 
Vancouver. It offers mountains, 
beaches, deserts, cities, canyons 
and lakes with in-between internal 
flights included so guests can easily 
access these regions.
Each itinerary incorporates 
Backstage Pass exclusives providing 
travellers with special inclusions, 
authentic culinary adventures, 

comfy special stays, front-of-the-line access 
to attractions and sights and knowledgeable 
local guides.
Along with transportation, breakfast daily 
and many other meals, sightseeing tours of 
all major areas and an experienced Local 
Guide, Contiki travellers are guaranteed to 
have a #noregrets experience. 
Contiki’s 2013/15 USA and Canada program 
brochure is available now. Ask your sales 
executive, visit www.contiki.com for the 
range of tours available or check out Contiki 
on Facebook, Twitter, or 
www.youtube.com/Contiki.

64 destinations in 29 countries – Panama is the hub of the Americas 
CLICK HERE 
FOR ROUTE MAP 

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=1306
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZitRdrl1t0 


MIDDLE EAST/AFRICA

EUROPE
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Stay 3 nights and save with Caesars Entertainment
If your clients stay for at least three nights 
at any of the eight Caesars Entertainment 
Properties in Las Vegas between JUN13 and 
OCT13 they can save 25% on the total stay. 
If the stay is in NOV or DEC13 the saving 

increases to 30%.
Both these great deals also include daily 
complimentary continental breakfast.
Bookings must be made via your preferred 
Wholesaler.

Odyssey to Kenya
Odyssey Travel has a comprehensive 11-day 
tour out of Nairobi departing 02SEP13 and 
priced from NZ$6990pp share twin. Among 
its highlights, the Odyssey to Kenya tour 
offers your clients the opportunity to: 
>>  Marvel at the wonders of Africa’s 
greatest wildlife reserve, the Maasai Mara 
>>  Search for the distinctive wildlife of the 
Samburu Game Reserve 
>>  Witness the wildebeest migration at the 
Maasai Mara 
>>  Explore the Great Rift Valley 
>>  Visit the Sheldrick Elephant Orphanage,
a charity that has successfully saved and 
hand-reared over 100 infant African Elephant 
calves 
The tour itinerary includes ten nights 
accommodation in four-star hotels and game 
lodges offering en-suited share twin rooms; 
meet and greet services with airport transfers 
for group flights; 10 breakfasts, 9 lunches & 
9 dinners; transportation throughout based on 
safari designed vehicles; full board 

CLICK 
HERE

Freephone 0800 440 055
info@odysseytravel.com.au

10 nights
Departs 02SEP13  

  Twin: NZ$6,990PPOdyssey to Kenya   land only ex Nairobi 

accommodation on safari; the services of an 
Odyssey Travel Program Leader and English-
speaking driver/guide; and game viewing 
drives as indicated in the itinerary; Bottled 
mineral water in the vehicle/s on safari; 
lectures, field trips, park, entrance and 
conservation fees as per the itinerary; all 
government taxes and levies; and detailed 
preparatory material.
Click here for the detailed itinerary and call 
Odyssey Travel on 0800-440055. 

Fly Around Safaris
World Journeys has an offer of free inter-
camp flights on itineraries of 7 nights or 
more with &Beyond in East Africa, and in 
Botswana.   Fly-in safaris allow access to 
some of the most pristine wilderness regions 
in Africa, such as the Okavango Delta, and 

maximise time available.  Valid for travel in 
2013, the maximum number of properties 
per itinerary is 3 in Botswana, and 4 in East 
Africa, specific flight routings apply, and the 
offer is subject to availability.  For details call 
0800 117311 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Germans gain approval for Eurotunnel access
German rail company Deutsche Bahn has 
been given the green light for its passenger 
trains to use the Channel tunnel, according to 
Eurotunnel.
“Twenty years after its opening, the public 
authorities are finally opening the Channel 
tunnel to all,” said Jacques Gounon, 
Eurotunnel CEO, in a statement on Friday.
Actual Deutsche Bahn operations through 
the tunnel are unlikely to commence before 
2016, a date wholly dependent on the delivery
by train builder Siemens of the ICE 3 high 
speed trains.
At present, the only passenger trains allowed 

to use the Channel tunnel belong to Eurostar, a 
subsidiary of the French rail operator SNCF.
The decision follows a trial run of a 200mph 
German bullet train in OCT10 and will 
eventually lead to direct services between 
Germany and Holland and London with 
connections across the country. Travel from 
Berlin to London will take just four and a 
half hours and experts say the competition 
could also mean lower fares with a one way 
trip to Germany costing as little as £39 to 
£49. 
It will also add four million passengers to the 
10 million who already use the ‘Chunnel’.

Price hike on European rail products
-Important Payment Notice
Rail Plus advises that due to Euro exchange 
movements against the NZD, they are forced 
to adjust their rate, which will increase the 
costs for all European Products.  Any 
booking containing these products need to be 
paid and ticketed by tomorrow Wednesday 
19JUN.  Unpaid bookings will be increased 
accordingly.  
Due to the number of bookings in its system 
Rail Plus may take up to 7 days to re-cost/
update agents’ bookings.

Agents are asked to let the Rail Plus 
reservations team know that payments have 
been made, preferably by emailing 
info@railplus.co.nz.
Please note that if you have a current file and 
documentation has been issued this will not 
affect your booking. For bookings paid in 
full and awaiting ticketing these are also not 
affected.  

http://www.odysseytraveller.com/tours/odyssey-to-kenya/tourDetail 
http://www.odysseytraveller.com/tours/bike-barge-through-france-1/tourDetail
http://www.odysseytraveller.com/tours/odyssey-to-greece/tourDetail
http://www.odysseytraveller.com/tours/odyssey-to-kenya/tourDetail
http://www.worldjourneys.co.nz/package.php?packageType=TailorMade&packageID=6000399&packageName=Fly-me-around-East-Africa-
http://www.worldjourneys.co.nz/package.php?packageType=TailorMade&packageID=5000399&packageName=Fly-me-around-Botswana-
http://www.odysseytraveller.com/tours/odyssey-to-kenya/tourDetail


TOUR PRODUCTNeuschwanstein tops poll
In a poll recently conducted by the German 
National Tourist Board (GNTB), foreign 
tourists chose Neuschwanstein Castle as the 
best tourist attraction in Germany. Europa-
Park came in second closely followed by the 
landmark Cologne Cathedral.
In the survey – the second of its kind – 
conducted between JUL12 and 31MAR13 to 
determine the most popular tourist 
destination in Germany, tourists were allowed 
to vote for their favourite from a list of 700 
attractions on the GNTB website.
From the 46,000-plus clicks the results 
showed the fourth most popular drawcard 
was the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin; The 
Berlin Wall (#5); the Loreley Rock in the 
Rhine (#6); nature reserves in Baden-
Württemberg (#7); Heidelberg Castle (#8); 
prehistoric pile-dwellings at Mainau Island 
on Lake Constance (#9) and Museum Island, 
Berlin (#10). 

TravelMemo   20130618   18JUN13    Page 11

Odyssey’s 2013/14 catalogue
Odyssey Travel’s 2013/14 catalogue has been 
published and an electronic version is 
available for download here.
Odyssey operates small group educational 
programs for discerning and inquisitive 
travellers keen to discover the world.  This 
year, the specialist operator is seeing record 
numbers of new travellers who are discovering 
Odyssey’s unique itineraries.  Customers are 
also enjoying the new smaller group platform
of less than 18 travellers, with the many 
group sizes now reduced to 14 or less.
Odyssey says it continues to guarantee 
programs.  There are now some 35 small 
group educational programs that have been 
guaranteed in 2013. This change in 
approach gives sellers and their clients more 
confidence to book. In addition, Odyssey’s 
prices continue to tumble downwards. Last 

week, Odyssey reduced the Walking in Japan 
program for NOV13 by A$1,660 due to the 
recent foreign exchange movement. Prices 
for Indian Odyssey, Sketching the Highlights 
of India, Treasures of Egypt, South African 
Odyssey, South America, Nepal, The Baltics  
and Discover Myanmar (Burma)  have also 
been reduced.
Odyssey Travel pays 10% retail commission.

AVIATION

LONDON DAILY VIA HONG KONG Great service. Great people. Great fares. CLICK HERE

London-Heathrow’s 
new Terminal 2 
currently being built 
to house the 23 Star 
Alliance airlines 
plus Virgin’s Little 
Red, Aer Lingus and 
germanwings, is to 
be known as The 
Queen’s Terminal 
upon its opening in 
JUN14.
T2 replaces the 
original Queen’s 
Terminal opened by 
HM The Queen in 
1955.

Jet Airways (India) Ltd. has 
named former Qantas and Air 
New Zealand executive Gary 
Toomey as its CEO to succeed 
Nikos Kardassis, who resigned 
less than two months after 
the carrier agreed to sell a 
stake to Etihad Airways.
Toomey, 58, was CEO of the 
Air New Zealand during the 
Ansett collapse and 
subsequently headed Airlines 
of PNG. He had earlier been 
deputy CEO at Qantas.

https://www.yousendit.com/dl?phi_action=app/orchestrateDownload&rurl=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.yousendit.com%252Ftransfer.php%253Faction%253Dbatch_download%2526send_id%253D2064543960%2526email%253D15222cf175c2a149cd5ea310fec02870
http://www.cxagents.com
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Over 120 European destinations ... now that’s Wunderbar!

Sharklet-equipped 
A320 delivered
The first Air New Zealand Airbus 
A320 fitted with “Sharklets” was 
delivered to the carrier at the 
Paris Air Show yesterday. 
Aviation commentator Peter 
Clark was flown to the show as 
a guest of Air New Zealand and 
sent these pictures to 
TravelMemo last night.
The aircraft, ZK-OXA, is on 
static display and Clark says the 
Sharklets are an option on new-
build A320 Family aircraft, and 
are standard on all members of 
the new A320neo Family. 
Made from light-weight 
composites they are an 
impressive 2.4 metres tall. The 
newly designed wing-tip devices 
reduce fuel burn and emissions 
by significantly improving the 
aerodynamics of the aircraft. 
A320 family operators can 
choose to either add around 100 
nautical miles more range or an 
increased payload capability of 
up to 450 kilos, and the devices 
have been found to offer slightly 
better than a 4% reduced fuel 
burn.

http://www.lufthansaexperts.com


CRUISE NEWS

The first Airbus A350 XWB flight test aircraft, 
MSN1, completed its maiden flight from 
Toulouse Blagnac airport after four hours 
and five minutes with a perfect touchdown 
last Friday.
This maiden flight marks the beginning of a 
rigorous test flight campaign involving five 
A350s, and around 2,500 flight hours. It will 
culminate in the aircraft’s certification, 
followed by its entry into airline service in 
the second half of 2014 with launch customer 
Qatar Airways.

China Airlines special fares
China Airlines has announced the release of a 
new series of special fares to Australia, Asia, 
Europe & North America. Economy Class 
AKL-SYD from $179 one-way, AKL-Taiwan 
from NZD1239 return, Amsterdam, Frankfurt 
or Rome from $2319 return and London from 
$2430 return and inclusive of all taxes & 
surcharges. 
Fares are valid for sale through to 05JUL13, 
with varying fare levels available for travel 
through until MAR14. 
For details contact CI New Zealand Sales 
Manager Gareth Williamson, on 021 792 940 
or email gareth.williamson@walshegroup.com
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Kai Tak Cruise Terminal opens
The inaugural berthing of the cruise ship 
Mariner of the Seas at the new Kai Tak Cruise 
Terminal in Hong Kong has marked the 
facility’s formal opening for business. 
Designed by global architects Foster + Partners 
to accommodate the next generation of cruise 
ships, the Kai Tak Cruise Terminal is located 
on the site of the original Hong Kong Airport, 
a reclaimed peninsula of land extending into 
Kowloon Bay. 
The US$309 million facility has the capacity 
to berth two large 360m cruise ships carrying 
more than 4,000 passengers and over 2,000 
crew, although it has been commissioned to 
operate just one berth until next year. The 
former cruise terminal will continue to service 
small and mid-sized ships.
According to Foster + Partners, the new 

terminal is designed to be light and airy with 
wide bays to let in sunlight and an open roof 
park for formal and informal dining.
Kai Tak’s facilities are flexible and designed 
to be used all year and during downtime. 
Waiting areas can be easily repurposed into 
exhibition spaces, art galleries, banquet 
facilities, party facilities, and performance 
areas supported by a variety of restaurants 
and shops.

Australia take note, says RCI
Australia should take note of the new cruise 
ship terminals in Hong Kong, mainland 
China and Singapore, according to Royal 
Caribbean International’s president and CEO, 
Adam Goldstein.
Seatrade Insider quotes him as saying “There 
has been incredible infrastructure development 
to the north (of Australia), with the Chinese 
and Singaporeans building terminals to 
handle the largest cruise ships that exist.”
Goldstein, who arrived in Sydney Thursday, 
was speaking at an intimate media dinner in 
Sydney last Thursday night before flying to 
Hong Kong to inspect the Kai Tak Terminal.
“When I was here (Sydney) two years ago 
we talked about the possibility of growth. 
We have grown here even faster than we had 
imagined and we have also ended up growing 
faster in China, so this region of the world 
has become of greater strategic significance 
than what we had envisaged two years ago,” 
he is quoted as saying.

Carnival Triumph resumes ops
Carnival Triumph resumed its cruise schedule 
from Galveston, Texas last week following 
US$115m in repairs and upgrades since the 
ship’s crippling engine-room fire in February.
Carnival Cruise Lines said the first four-day 
cruise to Cozumel was fully booked.
Operating systems have been enhanced as 
part of a US$300m fleetwide program 
Carnival announced in April that added the 
most advanced fire-suppression systems 
available, a second emergency back-up 
generator to power toilets, elevators and food 
service in the event of a main power loss 
and a reconfiguration of systems to ensure 
redundancy in propulsion and main power 
supplies.



 

Tel: 0800 422 784
Fax: 09-4424228
CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITE

CLICK 
HERE 
FOR 

FLYER
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PANDAW RIVER EXPEDITIONS - BURMA, VIETNAM & CAMBODIA
11 CRUISE 

ITINERARIES

MULTIPLE 
DEPARTURES

AUG13 TO 
MAR15

Holland America Line’s one week sale
For the first time, the HAL sale will include 
up to US$400 Shipboard Credit in suites and 
up to US$200 Shipboard Credit in ocean-
view and verandah staterooms.  
Additional offers include 50% Reduced 
Deposit and Free cruise fare for 3rd/4th 

guests on select sailings.
Hurry, this sale ends 5pm Friday, 21JUN13 
and Terms & Conditions apply.
View sailings here, and call Francis Travel 
Marketing on 09-444 2298 or email 
reservations@francistravelmarketing.co.nz.

CroisiEurope Performs well in European river flooding
French family owned river cruise company, 
CroisiEurope, has been working closely with 
NZ GSA Innovative Travel, to offer 
alternative cruises for agents where clients 
have faced cancellations due to the river 
floods in Europe.
With more than 1,000 departures and a large 
choice of shorter duration cruises, CroisiEurope 
has been well placed to accommodate clients 
on cruises with availability. Some clients 

opting for a completely different destination, 
such as a Nile Cruise, have been confirmed 
within 24 hours.  All clients are now either 
repositioned or refunded, thanks to the 
additional hours worked by Innovative’s team 
to satisfy client’s requirements. 
Details of the 2014 CroisiEurope programme 
will be available soon on Freephone 0508 
100 111 or email info@innovative-travel.com

Carnival Cruise Line’s Triple Play Sale
Carnival Cruise Line’s Triple Play Sale offers huge onboard credits of 
up to A$350, free room upgrades and half priced deposits.

Applicable sailings: all Carnival Spirit sail-
ings between 05AUG13 and 30DEC15. 
Bonus: Receive an additional onboard credit 
of up to A$50pp on cruises of 7 nights dura-
tion or longer. (up to a maximum of A$100 
per cabin)
Hurry, this sale ends 5pm Monday, 24JUN13.

Conditions:  New bookings only.  Onboard 
Credit amount is in AUD.  Offer does not 
apply to:  17AUG13, 27SEP13, 21DEC13, 
30DEC13; 09JAN14, 18FEB14, 21MAR14, 
25SEP14, 02NOV14; 05JUN15, 30OCT15, 
27NOV15. For full Terms & Conditions visit 
www.goccl.co.nz/tripleplay

http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://www.promail.co.nz/admin/temp/newsletters/3708/Apr_Sale_Retail_Flyer_NZ_EDITABLE_FINAL.pdf?utm_source=MailingList&utm_medium=email&utm_content=kevin%40travelmemo.co.nz&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+4+April+2013
http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz/index.php?option=com_simplelists&view=items&category_id=0&Itemid=194&utm_source=MailingList&utm_medium=email&utm_content=kevin%40travelmemo.co.nz&utm_campaign=Wednesday%2C+12+June+2013
http://www.hollandamerica.com/find-cruise-vacation/SpecialOffers.action?utm_source=MailingList&utm_medium=email&utm_content=kevin%40travelmemo.co.nz&utm_campaign=STOP+PRESS+-+Cruise+SALE+-+HAL+%26+CVL
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HRH The Duchess of Cambridge last week 
named the new ship Royal Princess at South-
ampton, sending a Nebuchadnezzar of Moët 
&Chandon champagne onto its bow.
The star-studded hoopla surrounding the 
naming ceremony included a special charity
gala, musical numbers from pop singer 
Natasha Bedingfield and West End star Kerry 
Ellis, an Earth Harp performance and pomp-
and-ceremony music from The Band of Her 
Majesty’s Royal Marines Portsmouth and The 
Pipe Band of 1st Battalion Irish Guards.    
The 3,600-passenger Royal Princess is a new-
generation ship featuring a multi-storey 
atrium; SeaWalk, a top-deck glass-floored 
walkway extending 28 feet beyond the edge 
of the ship; plush private poolside cabanas 
that appear to be floating on water; the new 
Princess Live! television studio; the largest 
pastry shop at sea; a special Chef’s Table 
Lumiere, a private dining experience that 
surrounds diners in a curtain of light; and 
balconies on all outside staterooms.
Royal Princess will sail on Grand Mediterranean 
cruises throughout the summer, followed by 
Eastern Caribbean cruises beginning in the 
autumn.
See a replay of the Royal Princess naming 
ceremony here.

Golfing Malaysia’s, Thailand’s 
finest courses with SeaDream
Golf fanatics can round-out a holiday aboard the 
boutique SeaDream II when she visits Asia from 
OCT13 to APR14, with an opportunity to play at 
seven of Malaysia’s and Thailand’s finest courses 
that have been opened-up to guests on this first-ever 
SeaDream visit to the region.
Courses include Penang’s Bukit Jambul Country 
Club whose Robert Trent Jones Jnr design has been 
described as “the” course in Malaysia; Saujana Golf 
& Country Club in Port Klang rated by Golf Digest 
as Malaysia’s Number One course; Thailand’s 
Patong Blue Canyon Country Club whose par-3 
Hole 17 is included in “The World’s Top 500 Best 
Holes”; and Langkawi’s 99 East Golf Club whose 
designer, Ross Watson included many design 
references from the best Australian and Scottish 
links courses.
SeaDream will arrange tee times, round-trip 
transfers and a shared golf cart, with fees payable 
for each course by guests whilst aboard.
And between ports and courses guests can brush-up 
on their game at the complimentary 30-championship-
course golf simulator aboard SeaDream II.
SeaDream II will sail some 16 itineraries in Asia, 
to Cairns, Papua New Guinea and the Trobriand 
Islands during her season in Asia, as well as from 
Piraeus (Athens) to Mumbai in October and back to 
Greece in April 2014. 
Prices for sailings begin from US$4254pp twin-
share for a 7-night sailing on 04JAN14 from 
Singapore to Phuket via six ports in Malaysia and 
Thailand (including Penang,) and include all 5-star 
dining, drinks from the open bars, wines with lunch 
and dinner, nightly cocktail gatherings, use of the 
30-course golf simulator, power and sail water-
sports where permitted, gratuities, and port charges 
and taxes. Golfing fees and charges are extra.
www.seadream.com 

www.princess.com/royalprincessnaming
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PEARL’S PEARLER
When you feel like throwing in the towel, 

remember it just means more laundry

INDUSTRY

Registrations open for Convene South

Travelport wraps up successful 
APAC Conference in Shanghai
Travelport has wrapped up a successful 
APAC Airline and Agency Conference in 
Shanghai, hosting close to 300 airline and 
travel agency delegates at the Marriott 
Shanghai City Center. 
The two-day conference, themed around 
“Inspiring Travel”,  delivered informative and 
thought-provoking presentations and panel 
discussions from the industry’s best – such 
as representatives from Jetstar Group, Tiger 
Airways Singapore, Nemesis, Zuji & Webjet 
Hong Kong and Flight Centre, to name a few. 
Shanghai Tourism, a partner of the Travelport 
conference, provided complimentary touring 
services for all delegates to see the sights and 
sounds of Shanghai, the “Paris of the East”.

Pictured here at the conference (L to R): 
Dijana Mufic, Air Services Development 
Manager, Air Tickets; Robert Clark, Director 
Strategic Accounts/NZ Commercial, Travel-
port; Andrew Bowman, Managing Director, 
First Travel Group (NZ); and Mikael Hallin, 
IT Manager, Maxim’s Travel.

Royal Caribbean’s Global WOW Sale ends tomorrow
Royal Caribbean’s biggest sale of the year, 
the WOW Sale, ends tomorrow Wednesday 
19JUN.
The WOW sale includes discounts on more 
than 1,500 cruises worldwide, with half price 
deposits on all new bookings – and the longer 
your clients sail, the more complimentary 
onboard credit they’ll receive.   
The sale applies to all worldwide cruises 
lasting five nights or longer, departing from 
01SEP13 through to 31AUG14. 
With three Royal Caribbean ships based in 
the region over this summer season, it’s the 
perfect opportunity to sell cruises in local 
waters. Or if your clients would prefer more 

exotic destinations, Royal Caribbean has 
hundreds of cruises available in Europe, the 
Caribbean, Alaska, Canada & New England, 
Panama Canal, South America, and Asia.
‘WOW Sale’ deals with onboard credit and 
half price deposits include:
>>  The 7-night Tasmanian Explorer cruise 
on the Rhapsody of the Seas. Departing
12DEC13, fares start at NZ$799 with 
US$100 onboard credit.
>>  Spend 8 nights aboard Radiance of the 
Seas soaking in the Australia Day 
Celebrations. Departing 19JAN14, fares start 
at NZ$999 with US$100 onboard credit. 

Organisers of meetings, functions and 
conferences will find a ‘new view’ of the 
South Island and what it has to offer at 
Convene South. Being held at the Air Force 
Museum, Wigram on September 3 the expo is 
also ideal for inbound tour operators, 
wedding organisers, corporate travel agents 
and incentive operators.
Event manager Allyssa Eastaugh says 
Convene South will showcase the best the 
South Island has to offer in terms of venues, 
accommodation, attractions, activities and 
other related products in one day and under 
one roof. A number of convention bureaux 
will be exhibiting to highlight their regions.
Eastaugh says buyers from Auckland, 
Hamilton, Wellington, Dunedin and other 
parts of the country are welcome to attend as 
hosted buyers – either to attend the expo only 

or to take part in both the expo and a 
pre-show familiarisation tour.
“We expect to announce a number of other 
exciting opportunities for business event 
organisers in the future, but already we have 
some fantastic tour options available.”
These include exploring the Aoraki / Mt 
Cook / MacKenzie region, visiting mid-
Canterbury and discovering Hurunui – 
Hanmer Springs. The tours are being 
organised by the Christchurch and 
Canterbury Convention Bureau.
Buyers from outside Canterbury can apply to 
be hosted buyers here, and meeting, 
function and event planners as well as 
inbound tour operators and incentive 
organisers in Christchurch / Canterbury can 
register to attend Convene South here. 

http://www.convenesouth.co.nz/hosted-buyer-registration-2013
http://www.convenesouth.co.nz/buyer-registration-2013

