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Book & deposit by 30 June 2013 

Sightsee ‘n’ Save 
reintroduced by AAT Kings

Industry demand has seen Australia’s number one tour operator AAT Kings reintroduce its 
Sightsee ‘n’ Save Pass for sale in international markets.
Saving travellers up to 35% on a big selection of day tours Australia wide, the pre-paid tour 
pass is exclusive to international travellers and takes the hassle out of planning. It is 
commissionable to agents and available only for purchase outside Australia.
“The Sightsee ‘n’ Save Pass is great value and will save travellers up to 35% on a selection 
of our most popular day tours across Australia in and around Sydney, Melbourne, Uluru, 
Alice Springs, Darwin, Cairns, Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth,” says AAT Kings NZ sales 
manager Reece Scott.
“With more than 60 day tours included, it’s a great option for agents to have as an add-on 
to clients heading across the Tasman.”
Each Sightsee ‘n’ Save Pass, priced at $565 per adult and $285 per child (two to 15 years 
inclusive), includes four coupons to be redeemed on applicable tours, which vary in value 
from a Half Pass to One Pass and Two Passes.
Once the pass is purchased, there is no need to pre-book day tours before leaving home. 
Travellers simply call toll free once in Australia to redeem their coupons. Seats are 
guaranteed 24 hours prior to departure. Pass is valid for 24 months from time of purchase.
The Sightsee ‘n’ Save Pass is now available for sale and can be viewed online at 
www.aatkings.com.
For more info, contact sales manager Reece Scott or call reservations on 0800 500 146. 
Connect with AAT Kings on Twitter @AATKings or Facebook 
http://www.facebook.com/AATKingsAustralia.  

http://www.nzonline.org.nz/nzo/business/new-zealand-activity-quotes
www.tristateagents.co.nz
http://www.innovativetravel.co.nz/current_specials
http://www.koreanair.com
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The Innovative Travel Company is a 
Christchurch based niche travel 
wholesale company seeking an 
intermediate to senior wholesale travel 
consultant.

Travel Wholesale

You are responsible for successful selling 
of FIT itineraries for some diverse and 
interesting destinations. 

The successful candidate will be highly 
motivated with extensive personal travel 
experience in our areas of expertise. Key 
destinations are: Turkey, Greece, Egypt, 
Morocco, Jordan, Russia, Eastern 
Europe, India or Vietnam.

You will be a team player who enjoys the 
boutique travel company environment 
and who currently holds a New Zealand 
work visa, residency or is a NZ citizen.

Candidates should have an aptitude 
for accuracy, be prepared to be flexible 
and work longer hours during the busy 
season. You will have experience with 
Tourplan software or other travel 
reservations systems.

A minimum of one year’s experience in a 
wholesale or retail travel environment is 
required.

Applications close on 26 June 2013
Apply to Job Applicant

karen@innovativetravel.co.nz

Tough call ahead for Nick Smith
Conservation Minister Nick Smith spent 
part of last weekend in the Fiordland and Mt 
Aspiring National Parks, including a night 
on the Routeburn Track before inspecting the 
Hollyford airfield where Milford Dart Ltd 
proposes to deposit spoil for its planned 
commercial bus tunnel.
Dr Smith has the unenviable task of making 
the final decision on the Milford Dart 
concession application, although he conceded 
to The Otago Daily Times that the odds of it 
being judicially reviewed were “quite high.’’ 
He said one of the key issues was with regard 
to the high threshold for activities proposed 
for national parks, since they were “some 
of the highest valued conservation areas 
that the department is responsible for’’ and 
some were World Heritage Areas. Another 

issue was the 
environmental 
effects of the 
proposal.
“I recognise 
there are very 
strong 
[feelings] on 
both sides ... I 
have no doubt 
whatever 
decision I 
make, it will 
be stridently 
criticised,’’ he 
told the ODT.

Minister of Conservation 
Dr Nick Smith

Air New Zealand boosts 
WLG-ZQN capacity 
Air New Zealand is increasing capacity 
between Wellington and Queenstown this 
winter ski season.
From July through until mid October, the 
airline will be offering 44% more seats a 
week on the route, much of the extra capacity 
achieved through up-gauging from the 
existing 68-seat ATR turboprop aircraft to 
133-seat Boeing 737-300 jets.
Air New Zealand Group General Manager 
New Zealand and Pacific Islands, Cam 
Wallace, says, “Queenstown is a hugely 
popular destination over the ski season 
and this up-gauge will replace some of the 
capacity that competitor Jetstar has recently 
withdrawn from the route.”

Tourism development 
for Greymouth
The Greymouth Star reports that landmarks 
the Railway and Royal hotels, on Mawhera 
Quay, are to be bulldozed to make way for a 
major new tourism and hospitality 
redevelopment, which will take up the entire 
block.
The paper quotes Railway Hotel proprietor
Grant Olsen as saying a Dunedin-based 
developer had purchased the hotels, and the 
small retail premises in between, and had big 
plans for the site, but said it was too early to 
go into detail.
However, the Greymouth Star understands it 
will be a $2.4 million rebuild and the 
landlord, Mawhera Incorporation, will 
probably be in partnership with the developer, 
who already operates The Monkey Bar 
nightclub, in Dunedin.The Minister is also assessing an application 

for the Fiordland Link monorail route.
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Manase Travel Studio was awarded ‘Top Broker’ with Travel Managers Group for 2013. The journey 
was challenging and we’re rapidly growing our corporate portfolio. Could you be the Travel 
Designer we’re looking for? 

¥ 6 Month Contract Opportunity starting Immediately (Which could lead into a  permanent role) 
¥ Working Hours: Monday to Friday 9am-5pm 
¥ Focus on Sales & Support with proven experience 
¥ Knowledge & Experience on ‘Amadeus’ GDS & ‘Tramada’ client-base 
¥ Team Player with sound Analytical skills 

Please express your interest to: 
Peter Manase: Director, Manase Travel Studio 

Email: peter@manasetravel.co.nz 
Applications close Friday 21 June 

Tauranga to host major ports conference
Tourism Bay of Plenty reports that Tauranga
has been confirmed as the venue for the 
Coasts and Ports Conference 2015. The 
conference is the pre-eminent forum in the 

Australasian region for all disciplines relating 
to coasts and ports.
Up to 400 delegates are expected to attend, 
with the majority coming from Australia.

Tween tourism
Sporting clashes and ATEED-backed events 
are good for business, and so are rock concerts. 
Auckland accommodation will be under 
pressure later this year when tweens from 
around the country invade the city to scream 
and swoon at Vector Arena. 

The first drawcard is British boy band One 
Direction (12, 13OCT). The beliebers will 
be out in force on 23 and 24NOV for Justin 
Bieber’s second visit, and Taylor Swift is 
expected to play to capacity crowds a week 
later, on 29 and 30NOV.

Sirocco back at Zealandia
Sirocco, the rock-star kākāpō and ‘Spokesbird 
for Conservation’ is making a return to 
Wellington for six weeks from 22JUL.
Back in 2011, the last time Sirocco was in 
the capital, over 4,300 people paid to see him 
during late-night encounters at Zealandia. 
This time, Sirocco Encounters can be booked 
at the earlier times of 6.30pm, 7pm, 7.30pm 
and 8pm.
One of just 124 kākāpō, Sirocco’s risqué 
behaviour on the BBC documentary Last 
Chance to See shot him to YouTube stardom, 
the Department of Conservation crowned 
him their official Spokesbird and let Sirocco 

loose on social media. Harnessing the interest from over 
5 million video views Sirocco has now garnered 15,000 
Facebook fans and 5,000 Twitter followers - 
attention that was put to effective use during a recent 
international online poll by Arkive.org where kākāpō beat 
tigers, elephants and polar bears to become the #1 
favourite species in the world.
Sirocco has made a number of public appearances with 
his next set for 22JUL-03SEP at the Karori sanctuary, 
Zealandia. With all kākāpō living on offshore islands his 
tours are the only chance the general public have to see a 
kākāpō up close.
Adult viewing ticket $39.50, Child $19.50. 
Book at: www.visitzealandia.com/kakapo

Europcar NZ 
adds BMW 3 Series to fleet
Europcar has become the first vehicle rental 
company in New Zealand to add a fleet of 
BMW 3 Series to its model portfolio.
The BMW 3 Series features an eight-speed 
automatic sport gearbox with gearshift 
paddles on the sport leather steering wheel, 
while rain sensor and automatic headlight 
activation allows the driver to concentrate 
on the road.
Creature comforts include a 6.5 inch colour 
display, iDrive controller, Bluetooth 
connectivity and audio streaming, album 
cover display and USB connections.

Photo | Jo Moore
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Four new gardens for Taranaki spectacular
A large country garden, an inner city haven 
and two old gardens being brought back to 
their former glory are the four new gardens in 
this year’s Powerco Taranaki Garden 
Spectacular 01-10NOV.
Of the 46 premium Taranaki gardens in this 
year’s Powerco Taranaki Garden Spectacular, 
a quarter have been independently assessed 
as Gardens of Significance by the New 
Zealand Gardens Trust.
Four of the gardens in the Festival are public 
gardens and are free to enter. The remainder 

are private gardens with an incredible range 
of diversity from coastal sub-tropical gardens 
to sub-alpine gardens. 
Located right around the Taranaki region, 
they also range in style from large, country-
style rambling gardens, to gardens with a 
focus on native flora, to intimate inner-city 
gardens to traditional Japanese-style gardens.
The Powerco Taranaki Garden Spectacular 
will launch details of the gardens in this 
year’s event, as well the guest speakers and 
events on 04JUL. www.gardenfestnz.co.nz

Statistics Minister Maurice Williamson has announced that a 
new departure card is being rolled out next month. It will be 
simplified and ask seven fewer questions, limited to 
information the stats people need but can’t obtain elsewhere. 
He says the next step is working towards collecting departure 
information digitally.

Inaugural Bay of Islands Walking Weekend
Bay of Islands Walking Weekend is a new 
Northland annual event based in Russell 
04-06OCT13.
A total 22 guided and unguided walks suitable
for all abilities will be offered over the 
weekend. Scattered around the Bay of Islands 
some walks will be on the Islands themselves,
including Urupukapuka where DoC have 

completed significant upgrades to their 
network of tracks.  Russell will have its own 
walking headquarters where people can meet, 
chat about their day, enjoy Kiwi hospitality, 
entertainment and competitions throughout 
the weekend. 
www.boiwalkingweekend.co.nz

Dive Tutukaka Stay-Away 
Stay-Away, a new Poor Knights Islands 
experience has been developed, offering an 
overnight stay on board Dive Tutukaka’s 
vessel El Tigre. For divers as well as bird-
watchers and snorkelers, Stay-Away delivers 
another dimension to these prehistoric islands. 
See the changing light on the dramatic cliffs 
as Shearwaters return to their nests at dusk 
when the nocturnal sea and marine life come 
alive. Sparkling bioluminescence in the water 
makes night paddle boarding and kayaking a 
whole new experience. Includes five dives – 
afternoon, dusk, night, dawn, and a final 
mid-morning dive, 1 nights’ accommodation 
and all meals. Small groups and personal 
service ensured - maximum of 8. 
Contact kate@diving.co.nz. Year round, min 

4 passengers, commissionable, starting from 
$560.
www.diving.co.nz
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Early-bird Registrations now open

Register here by 21st June to be in to  

WIN  
one of two iPad Mini’s!

✓ 14 Famils to  
choose from

✓ Over 90 operators  
to meet with

✓ Learn a lot and have  
a heap of fun!

itd
02

10
A

Melbourne Now exhibition
The largest and most ambitious project to be 
undertaken by Australia’s National Gallery of 
Victoria will open November.
Celebrating the latest art, architecture, design, 
fashion and dance produced there, Melbourne 
Now will bring together more than 130 artists 
and 30 curators to activate the spaces across 
NGV International and The Ian Potter Centre: 
NGV Australia.
Assembling 250-plus outstanding acquired,
commissioned, loaned works and installations, 
Melbourne Now explores the idea that a city 
is significantly shaped by the artists, designers 
and architects who live and work in its midst.
Melbourne Now will showcase contemporary 

practice across a broad range of media and 
art forms, including design, architecture and 
dance, recognising these forms as integral 
parts of the city’s creative mix and legitimate 
participants in a contemporary gallery.
Drawing on the talents of artists and designers 
from across art forms, Melbourne Now will 
offer an experience unprecedented in the city; 
from sonic and light installations, to 
interactive community exhibitions and 
artworks, to gallery spaces housing working 
design and architectural practices.
Melbourne Now will be on display 
22NOV13-23MAR14. Free entry.

Season extended 
Monet’s Garden at the National Gallery of 
Victoria has extended its season until 08SEP 
due to popular demand.   
The exhibition includes 50 masterpieces 
courtesy of the curators of the largest Monet 
collection in the world, Paris’ Musee 
Marmottan, accompanied by Monet paintings 
and early photographs of the artist sourced 
from other leading international museums 
and private collections.

Hollywood Costume dazzles 
Melbourne’s Australian Centre for Moving 
Imagery is currently home to Hollywood 
Costume, a rare showcase of Hollywood’s 
most iconic ensembles, direct from London’s 
Victoria and Albert Museum.
The exhibition features costumes from 
classic films to recent blockbusters including; 
Star Wars, The Wizard of Oz, Gone with the 
Wind, Titanic, Ben Hur, Breakfast at Tiffany’s

Standard tickets are available for purchase 
online at http://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/

and Moulin Rouge. 
The exhibition closes 18AUG and tickets can 
be purchased online at www.acmi.net.au  
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Full moon three-day tour in Mungo NP
Under the light of a full moon, your clients 
can witness the eerie beauty of Mungo 
National Park’s sacred, crescent-shaped 
dunes with a new three-day Outback NSW 
tour.
Presented by Harry Nanya Tours and NSW 
National Parks and Wildlife Service, the tour 
is led by a local Aboriginal guide, viewing 
the interesting landscapes of Willandra Lakes 
and Mungo National Park – known for its 
longest, continuous record of indigenous life 
in Australia.
The tour also incorporates the quiet historic 
town of Wentworth, home to the meeting 
place of Australia’s two longest rivers, the 

Darling and Murray, as well as Mildura and 
Lake Victoria, a sacred site to the indigenous 
people, with an abundance of majestic bird-
life, fish species and marsupials.
Tours run once a month during the full moon. 
Upcoming dates are: 22-24JUL, 20-22AUG, 
18-20SEP, 18-20OCT. Priced at A$1250pp 
twin share, the Full Moon Package includes 
three days of hosted touring, meals, 
accommodation for two nights, and local pick 
up and drop off. Bookings are essential. Visit 
www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/outbacknsw
Not included in the tour price is transportation 
to and from Outback NSW, pre- and post-
tour.

Coolum helicopter joy flights
Visitors to the Sunshine Coast can now fly 
over its beaches with Heli Tours Coolum 
Beach’s range of helicopter flights. Daily 
tours take in views from Moreton Island to 
Fraser Island and can be customised to suit 
passengers’ timeframes. Adrenalin junkies 

can get their fix during a ‘doors off’ 
experience with nothing between the seat and 
the ground below. And new heli-fishing and 
heli-wake boarding tours offer guests an 
extreme sports experience with a twist.  
www.helitourscoolum.com.au 

Explore the Noosa Biosphere Reserve
Noosa Ferry Cruise Company can get closer 
to nature on a cruise through Queensland’s 
first UNESCO biosphere. The Noosa 
Biosphere Reserve encompasses 150,000ha 
of protected ecosystems on land and off 
shore. There’s the chance to see protected 
fauna like the Ground Parrot, Southern Emu 

Wren, Glossy Black Cockatoo and the 
Cooloola Tree Frog. Halfway through the 
cruise the captain will drop anchor and stop 
for an included morning tea before returning 
passengers to shore in time for lunch. 
www.noosabiosphere.com.au

Capricorn Caves
Among the members of the Southern Great 
Barrier Reef Trade roadshow team who 
visited recently was Amanda Jennings-
Hinton. She represents the unique nature-
based attraction, Capricorn Caves, and 
promotes them as a must for Kiwis touring 
the Queensland coast as they are just 23km 
north of Rockhampton and 2km off the 
Bruce Highway (Eastern Touring Route) 
inland from Yeppoon. Capricorn Caves are 
a unique system of above-ground caves in a 
limestone ridge and tours range from a one-
hour easy walking tour through wheelchair 
accessible caves to wild caving adventure 

tours that involve climbing, crawling and 
squeezing. There is also a two-hour Geo tour 
where guests visit a working palaeontology 
dig site and have the opportunity to examine 
the bones of small extinct mammals under 
microscopes.  
Capricorn Caves has a daytime cafe, reptile 
exhibit and bush walks, and a highlight when 
visiting is the abundance of wildlife located 
around the 80-acre property. 
Capricorn Caves also offers on-site 
accommodation in the form of five two-
bedroom fully self contained deluxe cabins, 
each set apart to ensure privacy.   
www.capricorncaves.com.au

The Purnululu National Park in Western Australia’s Kimberley has had 
A$1.9 million spent on upgrades to roads, car parks, shade shelters, power 
supply as well as improved walking trails. The national park is home to 
the extraordinary Bungle Bungle Range, a World Heritage listed site.
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www.aircalin.com

New Caledonia. New Paradise. 
Less than 3 hours from Auckland 
flying Aircalin. Book W Class 
for the best value year round 
packages, best inventory, no 
closeouts and full service guaranteed.

You’ll love this!Fiji casino start now ‘days away’
According to a 31MAY Radio New Zealand 
International report, a start on construction of 
the multi-million dollar casino and 
convention centre project on Fiji’s Denarau 
Island is now just days away.
Earlier reports in the Fiji press indicated that 
attorney-general Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum, 
having granted Fiji’s sole casino operator’s 
licence to Larry Claunch-owned One Hundred
Sands Limited back in DEC11, had tired of 
continual stalling and given a final 31MAY13 
deadline for building to commence.
RNZI quotes Claunch as saying the deadline 
was mutual and they are pleased they have 

been able to work through the complications 
associated with building a casino.
He says the first priority is to get sub-
contractors on the site before they organise a 
main contractor.
In related news, the National Business 
Review last week revealed a link to a former 
Dunedin businessman convicted of Securities
Act breaches. The NBR names Nico 
Francken, who with his wife Irina Francken-
Medvedeva were hosts at Dunedin’s upscale 
Corstorphine House, as being linked to 
fundraising efforts for the casino project in 
Fiji.  

Seabreeze Samoa 
appoints RAD Marketing 
Seabreeze Resort Samoa has announced that 
Anne Radonich of RAD Marketing will be 
representing Seabreeze Resort Samoa in the 
New Zealand & Australian markets effective 
immediately.
Chris & Wendy Booth, the resort’s owners 
and managers, say: “Seabreeze is moving 
into an exciting phase and with new 
developments in the pipeline we are thrilled 
to be working with such an experienced 
product development manager sharing her 25 
years experience in our aim to take Seabreeze 
to a new level. With our new focus on the 
wedding market and Anne’s input, we will 
continue to provide guests with the most 
romantic, intimate and magical experience 
they can imagine!”
For all Seabreeze Samoa matters, call Anne 
Radonich on 021-631 474 or email 
anne@radmarketing.co.nz

Samoan PM rubbishes Chinese demand
Further to last week’s story on Chinese 
prerequisites to investing in Samoa, Stuff 
website’s Michael Field has since reported 
that Samoa’s prime minister Tuilaepa Sa’ilele 
says he had kept secret a visit by the large 
Chinese business delegation.   
“I kept this from the media because I know 
that once the media hears about this, then 
they are full of smart people who will go and 
waste time asking stupid questions to stupid 
companies like this.”
Speaking to New Zealand’s Radio Samoa, 
Tuilaepa made it clear that the government 
will not entertain any company with such 
outrageous demands.
The Beijing Zhao Yi Li Investment 
Management Co. Ltd had among other 
conditions, sought the entry of 30,000 
Chinese to Samoa for its projects which 

includes an airline, shipping company, and 
bank. Talamua online says the Chinese 
Embassy in Apia was unaware the Chinese 
company’s representatives were in Samoa nor 
of what they proposed.
Samoa’s PM says this was just the latest in a 
line of deceitful, bragging, incompetent 
businesses that try to invest in Samoa.

Lau welcomes yachties
Fiji’s remote Lau Group welcomed 25 
cruising yachts yesterday following moves 
by the Fiji Government to open a seasonal 
port of clearance at Nabavatu on Vanuabalavu.
This eliminated any disincentive to visiting 
the islands for yachties who previously had 
to double back against the prevailing winds 
after clearing in Savusavu or Suva.

CLICK HERE &
Book now in GDSWarm up This Winter    AKL to Tahiti from NZ$915 RETURN

http://www.airtahitinui.co.nz/atnspecial/atnspecial.asp?id=2288&partner_code=&special_type=3
http://nz.aircalin.com/billet-noumea.php?cc=NZ
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Unions campaign against Fiji holidays
The Australian and New Zealand councils of 
trade unions, along with other workers’ rights 
groups, have launched a website aimed at 
potential holidaymakers to Fiji. It claims over 
60% of Fiji’s wage earners now live below 
the poverty line, many earning less than $3 
an hour, and that they are constrained from 
doing anything about it.
The site – destinationfiji.org – lists local 
working conditions and pay and details the 
suppression of worker rights and freedoms, 
calling on site visitors to not let their tourism 
dollar prop up the regime. It also provides 
links to a number of dissident Fijian blogs 

and contains a method of sending a protest 
email to the Australian and NZ Prime Minis-
ters and to Commodore Frank Bainimarama.
Fiji’s Attorney-General and Minister for 
Tourism Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum told FijiLive 
the unions were misleading the public and 
undermining the livelihoods of workers.
“This is a campaign of a handful of Fijian 
trade unionists with the assistance of their 
Australian and New Zealand mates to 
undermine the Fijian economy, create job 
loss, and punish the livelihoods of ordinary 
Fijian workers, all in an attempt to bolster 
their own position.” 

2013 Free stopover in Auckland
For any clients who book and ticket for 
SB415 (packages or air only) Auckland to 
Noumea departing on a Tuesday or Saturday 
morning, Aircalin will shout them their 
overnight stay on the Monday or Friday 
before at the Sudima Hotel Auckland Airport.

Conditions apply and are available from SB 
on 09-977 2238 or by emailing
reservations@aircalin.co.nz
Sales period:  Until further notice; Travel 
period: now to 28DEC13.

New Caledonia packages on sale to 17JUN
Aircalin has put its IT fare on sale making 
it cheaper, much cheaper, for your clients to 
holiday in New Caledonia.
Agents simply book the SB flight numbers in 
W class in their CRS, then contact their 
preferred South Pacific wholesaler who will 
take care of the rest of the package and 

ticketing.
Ex Wellington and Christchurch levels are on 
sale too.
Sales period:  until 17JUN13 for travel 
18JUN-30NOV13, and there are no closeouts.
Call Aircalin reservations on 09-977 2238 or 
visit www.aircalin.com

Exotic Holidays
Specialist Wholesaler Groups: Special Interest, Adventure,

School Groups & More...
CLICK HERE TO GET 
OUR NEWSLETTER

FOR AWARD-WINNING SERVICE 
AND A COMPETITIVE QUOTE

PHONE 0508 396 842

ASIA

Hills & Tea Gardens tour of Sri Lanka
Among the range of tours of Sri Lanka 
offered by Exotic Holidays is a 5 night/6 day 
Hills & Tea Gardens private tour.  
Your clients are met on arrival in Colombo 
and transferred to their hotel.  The next day 
they visit the city’s Cinnamon Gardens area 
and see Fort - the former British colonial 
administrative centre and military garrison, 
Sea Street - the goldsmith’s quarters in the 
heart of Pettah, the Bazaar area and the Dutch 
Church of Wolfendhal, which dates back to 
1749. 
The next day they visit a Spice Garden en 
route to Kandy where they are taken on an 
afternoon city tour including Upper Lake 
Drive, Market Square, the Gem Museum and 
the Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic.   
Day 4 sees your clients visiting Peradeniya 
botanical gardens, dating back to 1374, 
before travelling on to Nuwara Eliya which is 

also known affectionately as “Little England” 
of Sri Lanka.  It is supposed to be one of the 
coldest places in Sri Lanka, but it is more like
an English spring day. It features many 
cottages and Queen Anne-style mansions.
On the way back for their final night in 
Colombo, they visit Kithulgala, famous for 
its rubber plantations, waterfalls, lush 
vegetation, and its birds and butterflies.  
Priced from $951pp share twin, the Hills & 
Tea Gardens tour includes 5 nights’ accom-
modation, breakfasts, transfers & sightseeing
using air-conditioned private car, and an 
English speaking driver/guide. Cost valid 
until 31OCT13.
Call Team Exotic on 09 410 5060 or 0508 
EXOTIC (0508 396 842) or email: 
info@exoticholidays.co.nz.

http://www.exoticholidays.co.nz
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Your gateway to Guangzhou Click Here
or call 09 309 1188

China   We know it like our own backyard

Taste of China
Exotic Holidays says it can offer the very 
best of historic China – Beijing and Xian.  
Your clients can enjoy a full day tour visiting
Tiananmen Square, the Forbidden City and 
Summer Palace and, on day two, a day trip 
to the Great Wall followed by a visit to the 
Ming Tombs, burial ground for 13 of the 16 
Emperors, and the Sacred Way, an avenue 
flanked by real and mythical animals that 
guard the tombs.
On the morning of Day 4 they fly to Xian 
and embark on an afternoon tour to visit the 
City Wall, Museum and the Great Mosque.    
The next day is spent viewing the awesome 

2000-year-old Army of Terracotta Warriors 
with a visit to the Wild Goose Pagoda and 
Banpo Village on the way back to Xian, 
rounded off with a Dumpling Dinner and 
Tang Dynasty Show in the evening.
Ths package is priced at $1597pp including 
the local flight from Beijing to Xian, 5 nights’ 
accommodation, daily breakfasts, 4 lunches, 
one dinner, private transfers, sightseeing and 
services of a local English speaking guide.
Call Team Exotic on 09 410 5060 or 0508 
EXOTIC (0508 396 842) or email: 
info@exoticholidays.co.nz.

Khum Lanna cultural experience  
Among the true cultural experiences avail-
able with Active Asia is a 3-day, 2-night 
luxurious home stay experience combined 
with a cooking school specialising in tra-
ditional Thai Cuisine at Khum Lanna in 
Northern Thailand. Priced from $269pp twin 
share, it also offers the chance to bike along 
country roads, walk to organic gardens and 

lush orchards and do some market shopping.  
Khum Lanna is located in the serene vil-
lage of Phrao, surrounded by mountains, 
1½ hours’ drive from Chiang Mai, with pick 
up and drop off at all Chiang Mai Hotels or 
airport. 
Contact Active Asia on 09 360 7669 or 
sales@activeasia.co.nz 

Deluxe Phuket resort – industry offer
Avista Hideaway Resort and Spa Phuket, 
which opened in January, has released a 
special travel industry rate. 
The 5-star deluxe resort is set on a hillside 
with twin vistas over Patong and Freedom 
Bays and quick easy access to hotel private 
beach club on Tri Trang beach and shopping 
areas in Patong.
The resort offers 150 rooms including Duplex 
Jacuzzi Suites and Tropical Hideaway Pool 
Suites with their own water features gardens 

and private dining areas attended by butlers.
Other hotel facilities are three themed 
swimming pools and swim-up bars, spa with 
Ayurvedic and traditional Thai massage, 
wellness program, one main international 
restaurant, barbeque terrace, one reserved 
fine dining restaurant, state-of-the-art 
fitness centre, library room, kid’s club, and 
tree house, virtual golf, putting green etc.
Click here to download the flyer.

KLIA2 delay 
The opening of the Kuala Lumpur 
International Airport2 (KLIA2) could be 
delayed by more than six months, according 
to Alliance Research Sdn Bhd.
“Even though the terminal building is 
expected to be completed within two months, 
we believe the delay in the opening of 
KLIA2 could be more than six months.
“This is due to additional time required post 
completion of the terminal – for example, 
three months rigorous test run and review 
of operational readiness and six months of 
preparation time for AirAsia to move into the 
new terminal.
“As such we believe KLIA2 may only 
commence its operations by the end of first 
quarter 2014,” said Alliance Research in a 
research note.

http://www.acrossia.com
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=1302
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THE AMERICAS
24 escorted Insight North America journeys in 2014-15
Insight Vacations’ 2014/15 USA and Canada
program is now with travel agents and fea-
tures 10 gold luxury and 14 premium escort-
ed journeys exploring Canada & the USA, 
including Alaska and Hawaii. The 
escorted journeys range from seven to 22 
days. New inclusions across the programme 
ensure guests enjoy even greater value from 
the accommodation upgrades, the introduction
of welcome dinners on all itineraries and 
complimentary Wi-Fi on coaches and in 
hotels where available.
There are several new hotels in the program, 
chosen for their desirable central locations. 
They include the Ritz Carlton Philadelphia 
located in a landmark downtown building, 
the waterfront Hyatt Regency Savannah and 

the Stanley Hotel in Estes Park, Colorado, 
the hotel that inspired Stephen King’s The 
Shining after he visited with his wife.  These 
properties join the list of luxury hotels that 
Insight Vacations guests can already enjoy 
including the Waldorf Astoria in New York 
and the Cosmopolitan Hotel in Las Vegas. 
Insight Vacations is offering savings of up 
to 10% on any 2014/15 USA and Canada 
itinerary when booked and paid in full by 

31OCT13. Additionally, previous passengers 
can take a further five per cent off with the 
Frequent Traveller Discount. Departures in 
the 2014/15 travel programme start from 
April 2014.
Each escorted journey includes airport 
transfers, luxury coach transport with 
business class legroom, premium & luxury 
hotels in desirable locations, sightseeing and 
priority admissions, many meals including 
celebration and highlight dinners, 
complimentary Wi-Fi in most hotels, small 
group sizes and the services of an 
experienced Tour Director.
For info, visit www.insightvacations.com, ask 
your sales manager or freephone reservations 
on 0800 656 111.

Honolulu’s 
2013 Floral 
Parade
One of Honolulu’s 
must-see events is 
the annual Floral
Parade. This 
year’s spectacular 
takes place along 
Kalakaua Avenue 
from Ala Moana 
Park to Kapiolani Park on 28SEP. Starting 
at 9am, the colourful equestrian procession 
includes female and male pau riders, 

extravagant floats with cascades of Hawaiian 
flowers, hula halau and marching bands. 
Free admission.

MIDDLE EAST
Dubai Mall expansion
A massive one-million-square-foot expansion of The Dubai Mall, the 
world’s largest shopping and entertainment destination, has commenced. 
The Fashion Avenue in The Dubai Mall will add new and personalised 
flagship stores of the world’s most renowned brands.

http://www.delta.com/traveling_checkin/inflight_services/economy_class/economy_comfort.jsp
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EUROPE

CLICK 
HERE

Freephone 0800 440 055
info@odysseytravel.com.auExploring Scotland 16 nights - 07-23AUG13  

NZ$10,3500pp s/twin
Guaranteed 
Departure

Exploring Scotland this summer
Bannockburn, Culloden, Glencoe, the Isle of 
Skye. On Odyssey’s Exploring Scotland your 
clients will tour these ancient battlefields and 
scenes of heroism and treachery.  They will 
delve into the fabled Isle of Skye.  They will 
see where the Vikings actually lived.  This is 
a journey into the nooks and crannies of 
Scotland, into its evocative highways and 
byways.  These have changed in physical 
form so little over the intervening centuries, 
and the Scots clans and their chieftains are 
as evocative now as they ever were.  For 
example, the tour group visits the Castle of 
Cawdor, still owned by its current Thane and 
calls at that other Shakespearean fortress of 

>>  The Highlands, a craggy unforgiving land 
that still sustains the UK’s most independent-
minded people.
The 17-day Odyssey Travel Exploring 
Scotland tour departs Edinburgh on 
07AUG13, and is a commissionable 
NZ$10,350pp share twin, and includes 2 
nights cabin accommodation and 14 nights 
hotel accommodation; 16 breakfasts, 2 
lunches & 16 dinners; Ferry services; 
Transport in comfortable and modern 
coaches; Services of Program Leader for the 
duration of program; Service Charges and 
Gratuities; All lectures, excursions, entrance 
fees and local guides.
Click here for the detailed itinerary and call 
Odyssey on 0800 44 0055. 

foreboding, Glamis Castle, still seat of the 
Earls of Strathmore.
The top 5 things experienced: 
>>  Scotland’s whisky distilleries. 
>>  Cruising Scotland’s Western and 
Northern Isles. 
>>  Glasgow, hub of the industrial revolution 
and now one of Europe’s acknowledged arts 
centres. 
>>  Edinburgh, its Castle, the Edinburgh 
Military Tattoo and the Royal Mile, one of 
the world’s most ancient and active 
thoroughfares. 

The many curiosities of France
France is a country full of curiosities, often 
little-known, that take passing visitors on a 
voyage into some amazing worlds. With 
natural occurrences, works of art by 
extravagant personalities and historical 
legacies, there are surprises in store for all 
observant walkers. There are plenty of ideas 
for outings on this theme in the France-
Voyage.com guide, which features many of 
these unexpected little marvels.
When it comes to Mother Nature, it’s easy 
to be disoriented by the fantastically shaped 
dolomitic rocks at Nîmes-le-Vieux blockfield, 
the dwarf beech trees of Verzy, the ochre 
landscapes of the Provençal Colorado, and 
the mineral sculptures of the Capped Young 
Ladies of Théus.
Some dedicated artists have spent a large 
part of their lives creating magnificent and 
improbable works, such as the Ideal Palace 
of the postman Cheval, (above) the result of 
33 years of hard labour, the Picassiette house 
adorned with mosaics made of earthenware 

and glass, and the Robert Tatin museum, 
filled with giant statues.
Industry has also left some extraordinary 
sites in its wake: the old Familistery of Guise, 
a real social palace for workers and their 
families; the royal saltworks at Arc-et-Senans 
with its eleven Neo-Classical buildings; the 
talc quarry in Trimouns and its lunar land-
scape; or the underground towing tunnel in 
Riqueval, a system which enables barges to 
cross over 5 km of land in a long tunnel.
Lovers of villages will also be amazed by the 
troglodytic dwellings in Trôo and the naïve 
sculptures of Masgot. Yet it’s impossible 
to list all France’s astonishing destinations 
here. To take things further, the panorama of 
unusual sites in France put together by the 
France-Voyage.com guide is a good source of 
inspiration, and contains many more 
incredible discoveries.
www.France-Voyage.com

http://www.odysseytraveller.com/tours/bike-barge-through-france-1/tourDetail
http://www.odysseytraveller.com/tours/china-century-history-program/tourDetail
http://www.odysseytraveller.com/tours/exploring-scotland/tourDetail
http://www.odysseytraveller.com/tours/exploring-scotland/tourDetail
http://www.france-voyage.com/travel-guide/nimes-le-vieux-blockfield-1905.htm
http://www.france-voyage.com/travel-guide/faux-verzy-1067.htm
http://www.france-voyage.com/travel-guide/provencal-colorado-801.htm
http://www.france-voyage.com/travel-guide/capped-young-ladies-theus-1343.htm
http://www.france-voyage.com/travel-guide/capped-young-ladies-theus-1343.htm
http://www.france-voyage.com/travel-guide/ferdinand-cheval-ideal-palace-329.htm
http://www.france-voyage.com/travel-guide/ferdinand-cheval-ideal-palace-329.htm
http://www.france-voyage.com/travel-guide/picassiette-house-1048.htm
http://www.france-voyage.com/travel-guide/robert-tatin-museum-1967.htm
http://www.france-voyage.com/travel-guide/familistery-guise-1820.htm
http://www.france-voyage.com/travel-guide/royal-saltworks-arc-et-senans-1194.htm
http://www.france-voyage.com/travel-guide/trimouns-talc-quarry-1561.htm
http://www.france-voyage.com/travel-guide/riqueval-towing-tunnel-1822.htm
http://www.france-voyage.com/travel-guide/riqueval-towing-tunnel-1822.htm
http://www.france-voyage.com/travel-guide/troo-896.htm
http://www.france-voyage.com/travel-guide/masgot-1288.htm


TOUR PRODUCT

Fortnum’s at St Pancras
For the first time in its 307-year history, 
Fortnum & Mason is opening a new store in 
Britain. The world-famous Piccadilly 
establishment is to be joined by a prestige 
outlet in the former ticket hall of London’s St 
Pancras International Station.
The new store will open in November, and 
will offer a range of Fortnum’s products and 
a tablecloth tea service will be provided in 
the store, with tables both inside and outside 
the store. There will also be an on-the-go 
offering for passengers heading for the trains 
– a first for Fortnum’s.

Fortnum’s will also be providing the 
possibility for customers to be able to design 
and order their hampers instore on iPads.
The Ticket Hall, a 2,000 square feet space, 
retains the old brickwork and vaulting of the 
original building, and the station’s heritage 
itself chimes with Fortnum’s own sense of 
tradition.
Fortnum’s has been associated with travel 
ever since its foundation in 1707. The iconic 
hampers supplied groceries to customers 
worldwide – from sailors at Cowes Week and 
archaeologists in Egypt to Everest climbers. 
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Parks and gardens the UK’s big attraction
VisitBritain has revealed that a third of last 
year’s overseas visitors to Britain included a 
trip to a park or garden in their holiday.
The Guardian reports that the NTO’s new 
research found that of the 31 million people 
who visit Britain each year, 11.1 million 
enjoy a park or garden. Of those visitors 2.4 
million are aged between 25-34, compared 
with 1.4 million aged between 55-64.

The figures show that visitors are more likely 
to spend time in a park or garden than a mu-
seum, castle, historic house or art gallery.
Argentineans were the keenest, with 69% 
of their visits to the UK including a trip to 
a park or garden. Brazilians were the next 
most likely to walk on the grass, followed 
by tourists from Australia, New Zealand and 
Malaysia.

Food, wine and friends –a woman’s great escape
Identifying an increasing number of women 
travelling together or solo to Italy, Absolutely 
Abruzzo Tours has dedicated two of its 2014 
tours for women only. 
The personally guided tours of the Abruzzo 
region of Italy are for groups of no more than 
12 people, allowing your clients to make new 
friends during a safe,relaxing and enjoyable 
journey.
Says Absolutely Abruzzo Tours co-owner 
Luciana Masci: “We’ve been taking people 
on tour in Abruzzo for several years and each
year I see an increasing number of women 
travelling on their own or with girlfriends.
“These are women of all ages and from 
around the world and based on the amount 
of interest we thought we would set up some 
experiences with a more female slant. 
“I haven’t met a girl who doesn’t love hanging 
out with her friends, sharing food and wine, 
travelling, and having a wonderful time and 
that’s what we plan to offer with these new 
tours,” she said.
Guests experience guided walks through 
stunning mountain scenery, hands-on Italian 
regional cooking with village women using
authentic recipes passed down through 
generations, shopping at outdoor fresh food 
markets, visits to centuries-old frescoes in 
quiet medieval churches, private operatic 
performances in centuries-old monasteries 
and, above all, get to share the Italian love of 
great food, wine and culture.
Tour details are as follows:
Along the Shepherds Tracks - 25MAY-01JUN14 
A women-only tour with guests taken through 
the Chieti and Pescara Provinces at a leisurely 
pace, and stay in the tranquil countryside of 

Abruzzo for 8 days (7 nights). It includes a 
private cooking class with local Abruzzese 
women.  All inclusive tour cost is NZ$5750 
twin share, single supplements are available.
A Taste of Abruzzo 01-04JUN14 is for those 
looking to continue their time in Abruzzo. 
This tour, also just for women, focuses on 
the culinary skills shared by local ladies and 
acclaimed local chefs with summer-inspired 
menus.  Guests spend four days (three nights) 
indulging in hands-on cooking and preparing
traditional and modern dishes. All inclusive 
tour cost is NZ$2630 twin share, single 
supplements are also available.
Abruzzo specialists Luciana Masci and 
Michael Howard personally guide all tours.
These small group tours are all-inclusive and 
include accommodation, all meals; drinks 
with meals; wine, olive oil and cheese 
tastings; fully escorted with the services of 
full time Italian and English speaking guides 
and exclusive performances by international 
operatic tenor Michael Howard.
Michael and Luciana live for half the year in 
Australia and half in Abruzzo and their 
passion for the region of Luciana’s family 
shines through their personal service and 
attention to detail and personally escort each 
tour.
Day tours and custom tours are also available 
upon request.
Email info@absolutelyabruzzo.com or 
freecall 1800 641 136 to register interest. 
There are limited places available and these 
are the only two departure dates for tours of 
this kind so be sure to get in quickly.
www.absolutelyabruzzo.com



LONDON DAILY VIA HONG KONG Great service. Great people. Great fares. CLICK HERE

AVIATION
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First Airbus A350 rolls out
Airbus last week rolled out the prototype 
A350 XWB, one of a small number of test 
aircraft that will lead to the certification of 
this all-new extra-wide-bodied long-range 
aircraft type. Qatar Airways is the launch 
customer with an order for 80 A350-900s and 
-1000s.
MSN001, as it is known, has already fired up 
its Rolls-Royce Trent engines and has been 
doing taxiing runs with a maiden take-off 
expected within days. There is also 
speculation that the 314-seat composite 
aircraft may make a brief appearance at next 
week’s Paris Air Show.
Aviation specialist Peter Clark was there at 
Toulouse with the world’s leading aerospace 
writers and commentators and sent these pix 
with his comments to TravelMemo.

“I was in Toulouse for the Airbus Innovation 
days and this was the first chance for a close 
up look at the new aircraft,” says Clark.
“It’s been on the drawing boards for a long 
time, having been originally conceived in 
September 2004. It is the first of five A350s 
in the flight test program and Airbus plans for 
its service entry in the second half of 2014.
Clark says the A350 is expected to deliver big 
savings - 25% lower fuel burn, 25% lower 
operating costs and 25% lower CO2 emissions 
than any similar competing aircraft.
“It’s a ‘next generation’ aircraft, several years 
on developmentally and technologically from 
the Boeing 787-8,” says Clark.
There are 616 firm orders to date for this 
aircraft and three models are planned.

http://www.cxagents.com


Over 120 European destinations ... now that’s Wunderbar!
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Cathay Pacific revamping website 
Cathay Pacific Airways will upgrade its 
flagship website on 23JUN. The upgrade is to 
provide a more advanced and powerful online 
platform that will enable further upgrades 
to the airline’s online and mobile services in 
the near future. It will also give the website a 
fresh look and feel, with enhanced navigation 
and an improved site structure.
During the upgrade, the Cathay Pacific 
website, and its corresponding mobile site, 
will be down. The outage hours will be from 
03:00 hours until 17:00 hours (NZ time) 
on Sunday, 23JUN. Online services offered 
through the website and mobile site, including
online booking, Online Check-In, the 
Manage My Booking service and Mobile 
Boarding Pass retrieval, will be unavailable 
throughout the outage.
CX will operate its normal flight schedule 
over the weekend of the website change as 
the upgrade will not have any impact on 
aircraft systems. Airport services and facilities 
and Reservations and Service Centre hotlines 
will also be unaffected by the website outage. 
All personal and transactional data will be 
safeguarded during and after the upgrade.
Pax travelling during the stoppage period are 
advised to bring a copy of their electronic 

ticket or boarding pass to the airport. 
Passengers can check in online and pre-print 
their boarding passes 48 hours before their 
flight departure and until 03:00 hours on 
Sunday, 23JUN (NZ time), but not during 
the actual stoppage period. No increase in 
queuing times at the airport is anticipated, 
but passengers may still wish to arrive at the 
airport earlier than normal.
In the week following the transition, Cathay 
Pacific’s worldwide call centres may 
experience higher-than-normal call volumes. 
Should that happen, the airline says it will do 
everything possible to minimise 
inconvenience. Passengers’ patience and 
understanding will be appreciated.
Leading up to the transition, passengers are 
encouraged to visit Cathay Pacific’s website 
at www.cathaypacific.com for more details.
During the cutover day, passengers may visit 
Cathay Pacific’s Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/cathaypacific) and 
Twitter feed (www.twitter.com/cathaypacific) 
to get updated information including the 
status of flights. Passengers can also contact 
the airline’s eService Hotline at +800 2747-
2200 (worldwide toll free) during the outage.

SmartGate Plus a big time-saver
New SmartGate Plus technology unveiled at 
Auckland Airport yesterday is so high-tech 
passengers all but walk through, halving the 
time taken to clear immigration.
The gate uses ‘face-on-the-fly’ technology 
that photographs the person as they approach 
the scanner then matches it to their passport.
The whole process takes around nine seconds 
and eliminates the kiosk and ticket part of the 
current process.
Customs minister Maurice Williamson told 

NewsTalk ZB the next innovation will likely 
see the ‘face-on-the-fly’ technology used in 
the airport’s airside concourse so that pax 
are identified by facial recognition as they 
leave the aircraft and can proceed to baggage 
reclaim without stopping at any barrier.
He says about 4000 passengers will use the 
SmartGate Plus each week and it’s available 
to those aged over 16 with New Zealand, 
Australian, US or UK ePassports.

US$27.1 billion in ancillary revenue
Airline ancillary revenues worldwide hit 
US$27.1 billion in 2012, up almost 20% 
year-on-year, according to industry consultant
IdeaWorks. 
The top ten carriers on the Total Ancillary 
Revenue list accounted for 68.5% of the total 
ancillary revenue achieved by the 53 carriers 
who disclosed this lucrative income source in 
their 2012 annual reports.
In total dollars collected, United, Delta and 
American Airlines led the list, but when it 
comes to revenue per pax, the undisputed 

leader is Qantas (from sales of its Frequent 
Flyer miles to program partners), followed by 
Spirit and AirAsiaX. 
Low cost carriers dominate the list of those 
where ancillary activity plays a vital role 
as a percentage of revenue. Spirit Airlines 
maintained its top position with a strong lead 
over its closest low-cost peer. Allegiant led 
the pack followed by Jet2.com, Ryanair and 
Tiger Airways. Jetstar came in at #9 and, like 
the others, made good money by selling 
service enhancements and baggage increases. 

Changi program extended
The Changi Transit Programme, which offers 
Singapore Airlines and SilkAir customers 
transiting through Singapore S$40 worth of 
Changi Dollar Vouchers (CDVs) per ticket, 
has been extended to 31DEC13. The 
vouchers are valid for one-time use at over 
450 retail, food and service outlets through-
out the transit and public areas of Changi 
Airport.  
To qualify for the CDVs, customers must 
travel on SIA or SilkAir on both their 
inbound and outbound flights, with a 13-digit 

e-ticket receipt number beginning with 618 
or 629.
To collect their CDVs, eligible customers 
should present both their electronic ticket and 
boarding pass of their Singapore-bound flight 
at the Changi Transit Programme Voucher 
Redemption Counters, which are located 
within the iShop Online Booth near the 
transit GST Refund counters at both Terminal 
2 and 3. The CDVs are issued while stocks 
last and will expire on 31MAR14. 
Terms and conditions can be found here.

Zurich by A380 from Auckland
 New Zealand travellers will now be able to 
fly by A380 superjumbo all the way from 
Auckland to Zurich as from the beginning of 
next year.
Effective 01JAN, Emirates will boost its 
services to Switzerland with the start of a 
daily A380 service from Dubai to Zurich, 
with direct connections at Dubai from its 
three daily A380 services from Auckland.  

http://www.lufthansaexperts.com
http://www.singaporeair.com/jsp/cms/en_UK/promotions/transit-promotion-cn.jsp
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Turkish growth continues
Air New Zealand’s newest code share partner 
Turkish Airlines, which has the world’s 4th 
largest flight network - 229 destinations in 
100 countries – is adding six new destinations
this month. 
They are Marseille (France), Constanta 

(Romania), Tallinn (Estonia), Vilnius 
(Lithuania), Luxembourg and Al-Qassim 
(Saudi Arabia). 
Marseille is the airline’s fifth destination in 
France. It already flies to Paris, Lyon, Nice 
and Toulouse.

Qatar Wings opportunities
CTC Aviation has announced that Qatar 
Airways has chosen them to select and train 
the airline’s future pilots through a new 
Multi-crew Pilot Licence training programme 
open to international applicants – including 
New Zealanders.  
‘Qatar Wings’ provides an opportunity for six 
trainees to begin their initial flight training 
with CTC every two months for the foresee-
able future.  
Courses will originate at CTC’s Crew 

Training Centres in Hamilton and 
Southampton, UK. All initial flight training
will take place at CTC’s NZ training facilities.  
All “Qatar Wings” cadet pilots will go on to 
complete their basic and intermediate training 
on CTC’s Airbus flight simulators in the UK. 
Qatar Airways will provide a conditional 
offer of employment to successful applicants 
prior to training commencement and deliver 
the final stages of training and Line Operating 
Experience at its home base in Doha, Qatar.  

Iron Maiden star plans airline
Iron Maiden singer Bruce Dickinson is set for 
take-off with his own airline.
The rocker last year launched Cardiff Aviation 
– his commercial airline maintenance 
operation at St Athan in the Vale of Glamorgan 
in Wales.
Now, the singer, who has his own airline 
pilot’s licence, is ready for clearance with his 
new venture – after being in discussions with 
Britain’s Civil Aviation Authority about 
setting up his own airline.
“Subject to approvals, we’ll be in the air 
within the next 50 days,” the performer told 
Wales Online while on a 36-date world tour 
with his rock group. “Clearly that fits with 
the maintenance – both operations need each 
other.”
Dickinson, whose personal wealth is 
estimated at more than £66m, said his plan 
for the airline was to get his airline business 
off the ground with three private jets, moving 
on to regional jets, before taking flight with 
larger passenger aircraft.
The 54-year-old plans to rebuild the former 
Icelandic-owned charter airline Astraeus for 

whom he was a pilot, before it went bust in 
2011.
“The next stage is rebuilding Astraeus, but 
with proper governance,” he said. “The 
market is ripe for an outsourcing airline that 
provides extra capacity.
“We want to provide British jobs, British 
pilots and British-operated aircraft.”
Cardiff Aviation currently employs 70 people 
at its HQ dubbed Twin Peaks at the former 
RAF base, which has a 6000ft runway and is 
three miles from Cardiff International Airport.
It’s estimated that the multi-million-pound 
aviation project could create as many as 
1,500 high-skill jobs over the next two years.
Dickinson’s Iron Maiden group have their 
own Boeing 757, Ed Force One – whose tail 
livery features their famous monster mascot 
Eddie, and had Cardiff Aviation been granted 
its own airline licence Dickinson would 
have been flying the group, which has sold 
85 million records worldwide, to dates in 30 
different countries where they will play to an 
estimated 1.5m fans.

Garuda to join SkyTeam
Garuda Indonesia has announced it will join 
the SkyTeam airline alliance from March 
next year, boosting the third-tier alliance’s 
membership to 20 airlines.
The airline is awaiting delivery of long-range 

Boeing 777-300ER jets configured with 
lavish first class suites plus fully lie-flat 
business class seating, and will begin 
from Sydney to Jakarta from 27OCT. 
From 02NOV the service will be extended to 
London. 

Fly Free with Celebrity on NZ cruises
For a limited time, your clients can cruise 
between Sydney and Auckland in a premium 
Balcony, Concierge Class, AquaClass® 
stateroom or Suite onboard Celebrity Solstice 

and receive free flights from Auckland. 
Book by 31JUL13.
Click here for T&Cs and full range of 
itineraries.

Free upgrades and seniors discounts
Royal Caribbean has offers including free 
upgrades to a Balcony cabin or Junior Suite, 
and special senior’s rates for the over 55s 
on select Australia, New Zealand and South 

Pacific cruises.
Click here for the Current Offers Summary 
for T&Cs and more details.

Pick your perk with Celebrity Cruises
Book your clients in an Oceanview stateroom 
or above on a Celebrity Caribbean, Europe 
or Asia cruise and they can choose between a 
free Classic Beverage Package, free gratuities 
and up to US$300 Onboard Credit. Hurry, 

this offer ends 19JUN13. 
Click here for full details but note that the 
$600 air savings option does not apply to 
New Zealand residents. 

Turkish situation
Numerous cruise operators have told 
Seatrade Insider they are closely monitoring
the current Turkish demonstrations and have 
not dropped visits so far. Among them: 

Crystal Cruises, Norwegian Cruise Line, 
Oceania Cruises, Regent Seven Seas Cruises, 
Silversea Cruises, Seabourn and SeaDream 
Yacht Club.

http://www.celebritycruises.com.au/content/en_AU/free_flights_offer.html?cid=edm_royalmail_aus
http://www.royalcaribbeaninternational.com.au/rcfilelibrary/files/130606_Current_Offers_NZD.pdf
http://www.celebritycruises.com.au/content/en_AU/pick_your_perk.html?cid=edm_royalmail_aus
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Bigger river ships for Seine
According to Seatrade Insider, France’s 
transport authorities have modified 
navigation rules on the Seine to allow for 
135m ships to cruise between Le Havre and 
Paris. Until now, river vessels were limited to 
a maximum 125 metres.
The new rules would also allow the bigger 
ships to turn around near the city’s Grenelle 

Bridge and dock near the Eiffel Tower, which 
had previously been limited to ships of 100m 
or less.
The decision is seen as good news for Viking 
River Cruises, which Seatrade reports is 
considering an order of five 135m ships, 
three for the Seine and two for the Rhône and 
the Garonne.

Sean Connolly, whose restaurant The Grill 
is one of SkyCity Auckland’s finest, will 
be the star attraction in the Culinary Arts 
Center aboard ms Oosterdam’s voyage 
from Auckland to Sydney on 10NOV.

Royal Princess naming this week
The new Royal Princess is at Southampton 
ahead of its official naming on Thursday by 
Kate Middleton, the duchess of Cambridge.
The 3,600-berth Royal Princess is a new-
generation ship with a substantially enlarged, 
multi-storey atrium serving as a social hub 
with expanded dining and entertainment 
options and the over-water SeaWalk, a top-
deck glass-bottom walkway extending 28 feet 
beyond the edge of the ship.
Other features are private poolside cabanas
that appear to be floating on water, the new 
Princess Live! television studio, and the 
Chef’s Table Lumiere, a private dining venue 
that surrounds diners in a curtain of light.

SeaDream II Cairns to Bali via PNG
The world’s highest-rated boutique mega 
motor-cruiser, SeaDream II is to cruise from 
Cairns to Bali by way of eight ports in Papua 
New Guinea, the Trobriand Islands and 
Indonesian Papua. 
Available for a maximum of 56 couples 
served by 95 crew alongside experts who 
will offer onboard lectures and educational 
sessions, SeaDream II will depart Cairns on 
01FEB14 for this 14-day voyage priced from 
US$10,909pp twin-share.
SeaDream’s 
onboard 
expedition 
team will be 
led by 
Professor Bob 
Tonkinson, 
Emeritus 
Professor of 
Anthropology 
at the 
University of 
WA who has 
also been ex-

pedition anthropologist on countless journeys 
through Papua New Guinea, Melanesia and 
the Western Pacific since 1981.
For full details click here.

http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
www.promail.co.nz/link.php?M=276631&N=4846&L=5922&F=H
http://www.seadream.com/voyages/21405
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Orion’s Borneo expeditions 
Time is running out to secure space onboard the 
expedition cruise ship Orion for voyages to Borneo 
during SEP, OCT and NOV13. 
“Popular demand and an unprecedented booking rate 
have reduced the number of cabins still available on 
these Borneo voyages,” says Joel Katz, Chief Operating
Officer of Orion Expedition Cruises. “Now in our third 
year of voyages to this extraordinary island we have 
refined the destinations to present two exceptional 
itineraries across three voyages. Both itineraries offer 
the chance to experience connection with endangered 
wildlife in their natural habitat including a highlight visit 
to Dr Galdikas’ orang-utan rehabilitation centre, Camp 
Leakey.” 
Depending on the selected itinerary voyages either start 
or finish in Bali. The 29SEP13 10-night Borneo 
Discovery expedition includes a trip to the island of Java 
to explore the site of the world’s largest Buddhist temple 
at Borobudur. Both itineraries include a scenic trip on 
local klotoks up the Sekonyer River to Camp Leakey 
orang-utan rehabilitation centre in Tanjung Puting 
National Park. Orion guests will see and interact with 
some of the 300 or so orang-utans cared for there.  Tana 
Toraja, “Land of the Heavenly Kings”, in the highlands
of central Sulawesi, offers a rare introduction into 
unique and sometimes confronting animistic cultures. 
The two Faces in the Forest voyages in OCT13 and 
NOV13 feature Camp Leakey along with visits to 
Kuching (for Semenggoh Rehabilitation Centre) and 
Bako National Park, renowned for its rainforests, wild-
life, waterfalls and extraordinary plant life. The hun-
dreds of islands that make up the Natuna and 
Anambas archipelagos provide ample opportunity to 
swim, snorkel and enjoy the marine life and coral reefs.
Encounter endangered wildlife, explore ancient Buddhist 
temples, gain insight into remote cultures and discover 
extraordinary marine habitats on Orion Expedition 
Cruises’ Borneo voyages. 
The itineraries are detailed here.
For reservations, call 0800 444 462.

Expedia’s Price Match 
Expedia is reminding agents that its Price Match program is the only one offering 
a price match across multiple platforms. 
If agents find the same hotel, flight or holiday package deal online at a lower 
publicly available price, Expedia will either match the price or refund the 
difference as long as it is within 24 hours of booking. 
The Expedia Price Match checklist:

Are travel dates the same?
For a hotel booking – is the hotel, room type and rate plan 
and cancellation policy the same?
For a flight booking – is the airline, class, fare basis and 
cancellation policy the same?
Is the quote in NZD?

To claim an Expedia Price Match refund, call the Expedia Help Desk team who 
will verify the claim, process the refund and award the $50 voucher.

Peppers hosts Olive Harvest Festival events 
Luxury retreat, Peppers Parehua Martinborough is hosting some showcase events 
during this month’s inaugural Olive Harvest Festival.
The two-day Martinborough festival 29-30JUN is being touted as a ‘gastronomic 
affair’ and Peppers Parehua is the venue for the masterclass and workshop 
components.
Led by international 
olive oil judge Margaret 
Edwards the masterclass 
will offer an insight 
into blending olive oil, 
and workshops include 
cooking with olive oil, 
growing olives and the fruit’s beauty and health benefits as showcased by industry 
experts.  These include local chef Travis Clive-Griffin from Bar Salute restaurant 
in Greytown, South Wairarapa demonstrating his Mediterranean inspired tapas.
Peppers Parehua General Manager Simon Tocker says, “The Wairarapa is well 
known for its award winning wines and the region’s olive oil is also outstanding, 
so it’s timely that ‘all things olive oil’ are celebrated traditionally, at the time of 
the annual harvest.”
The lodge has a Harvest Festival deal starting at $205pp twin share, including 
Festival tickets and a full cooked breakfast*.  Visit www.peppers.co.nz/parehua 
for bookings and further details.   *Conditions apply, subject to availability. 
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PEARL’S PEARLER
Worry is actually interest paid on trouble 

before it falls due

LATE BREAK
787s at Paris Air Show
A pair of 787 Dreamliners will be the 
featured Boeing products on display at the 
Paris Air Show, which begins 17JUN at the 
Le Bourget exhibition center.
One 787 will perform daily flying displays 
from Monday through Friday, while the other 
– a Qatar Airways 787 – will be on static 
display.

Dude rancher in stand-off
A dude rancher has blocked the only road 
leading to the Skywalk attraction at the Grand 
Canyon. The access road crosses his land 
and he is reported to be doing a Dick Turpin, 
holding up tourists and demanding a US$20 
fee in protest over roadworks being under-
taken by the Skywalk’s Native American 
owners.

http://www.orionexpeditions.com/expeditions/borneo

