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ACCC conditions impact on Air NZ, Virgin
Air New Zealand and Virgin Australia want Australia’s 
competition watchdog to drop conditions of their trans-Tasman 
alliance that require them to maintain a minimum amount of 
capacity on certain routes.
The Sydney Morning Herald reports that the two carriers are 
seeking a five-year extension to their current deal, which expires 
at the end of 2013. 
In their application to the ACCC, the carriers say: The Applicants 
submit that the Conditions are no longer justified because they are 
unnecessary to satisfy the public benefits test, and, they also create 
market distortions, inflexibility, inefficiency in resource allocation 
and therefore result in unnecessary costs being incurred by the 
Applicants, the regulators and consumers. 
They cite their inability to amend their schedule and capacity in 
the wake of events beyond their control that affected market 
demand  - events like the Christchurch earthquakes and the 
Chilean volcanic ash cloud. 
The problem is that the ACCC has just put similar capacity 
conditions on the Qantas-Emirates alliance in relation to four 
overlapping trans-Tasman routes. The ACCC imposed the 
conditions because it was concerned Qantas and Emirates could 
raise their fares by reducing capacity.

http://www.koreanair.com
http://www.decocity.co.nz
http://www.topdog.co.nz
http://www.topdog.co.nz
http://www.nzonline.org.nz/blog
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New Kawarau Zipride
AJ Hackett Bungy opened a new thrill ride 
over Easter at its famous Kawarau Bridge 
Bungy site - the Kawarau Zipride. 
The latest innovation from the bungy pioneers 
features three zip lines which each cater for 
singles or tandems, meaning up to six people 
can ride at once, cruising at speeds of up to 
60km/h on a 260m ‘return trip’ alongside the 
Kawarau River.
Bungy co-founder Henry van Asch said the 
new ride was designed to perfectly complement 
existing product offerings – Bungy Jumps, 
Swings and Bridge Climb – across the four 
AJ Hackett Bungy sites in New Zealand. 
“We’ve recognised for some time that what is 
considered ‘an adventure’ is different for all 
people, so there was an opportunity to offer 
something new and different to the thousands 
of visitors who come to the Kawarau Bridge 
to ‘look, but not jump’,” says Mr van Asch.
“It’s less daunting than Bungy Jumping, but 
still a great personal challenge for many. I’d 
happily get my octogenarian mother and six-
year-old daughter to do it.

“With the new Zipride we’re broadening the 
demographic of those we might appeal to, in 
line with Tourism New Zealand’s recognition 
of the ‘significant’ change in the market mix, 
seeing arrivals from Asia, in particular China, 
continuing to increase.” 
A unique feature of the Kawarau Zipride is 
its ability to rotate people 180-degrees at 
the end of the 130m-long line, giving them 
plenty of time to take in panoramic views of 
the Kawarau River gorge, as well as watch 
people jumping from the historic bungy 
bridge, as they are gently brought back to the 
launch deck. 
Mr van Asch says it’s been a huge challenge 
for their research and development team and 
engineers.
“It’s been in development for nearly three 
years and under construction for the past 12 
months, so now we’re ready.”
Kawarau Zipride prices start from $60 for 
one adult ride and $40 for a child and there is 
a full range of multi-ride and Zipride/Bungy 
combo packages on offer. 

(L to R) Henry van Asch, AJ Hackett Bungy 
board member Andy Brinsley and CEO 
Dave Mitchell

Convene in two weeks
Visitors to Convene 2013 will have the 
opportunity to win prizes, source special 
deals, take part in educational seminars and 
experience some of the latest entertainment 
options available for corporate functions.
There are more than 50 new exhibitors at this 
year’s Convene, which is being held at the 
Viaduct Events Centre, Auckland on 16APR 
and targets organisers of trade shows, 
meetings, functions, seminars and other 
events. Entry is free.
Convene director Stu Freeman says the expo 
traditionally attracts a strong number of 
visitors from the travel and tourism sector. 
“This is an industry that knows how to party, 
so people are often looking for a new and 
exciting venue in which to hold their 
promotional cocktail event or their Christmas 
function. Convene is ideal for that, but it also 
presents ideas for people organising events 
such as brochure launches.”
Travel industry personnel can register now as 
Convene buyers by visiting 
http://www.conveneauckland.co.nz/online/

Jetstar domestic 
Midweek APR Bargains 
Jetstar is offering Midweek April Bargains 
on domestic fares between AKL, WLG, and 
CHC on Tue, Wed and Thu* 03-30APR13. 
The fares, ranging from $19 to $35, are 
on sale until 04APR and the travel period 
includes four eligible days during the April 
school holidays – 23-25APR and 30APR.
*Sale fares are for one-way bookings online and 
include all taxes and airport charges. Available only on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays during the travel 
period - not available on all flights.
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Motorsport park opens
Cromwell’s new $20m Highlands Motorsport 
Park opened on Easter Saturday. Owned by 
Queensland-based petfood millionaire Tony 
Quinn, the 4.5 km international-standard 
circuit incorporates famous features from 
other racetracks and is regarded as the best 

facility in New Zealand. The 88ha site also 
houses a 48-garage Gasoline Alley, a 
motorsport museum, 800m go-kart track and 
restaurant.
The track can be divided into three separate 
circuits, making it ideal for corporate or 
driver training events.  www.highlands.co.nz

Taranaki Must Do Experiences
Thousands of Taranaki residents and expats 
have voted on ‘must dos’ for visitors to the 
region and the results have been incorporated 
in a new and improved Taranaki Must Do 
Experiences publication.  
The community-sourced recommendations 
have enabled Venture Taranaki to update the 
regional guide and map which now showcases

more than 50 ‘Must Do’ experiences, a new 
section on regional events, and an additional 
40 ‘Must Eats and Drinks’ in an easy to read, 
A-Z listed, fold out publication.   
It will be available to all regional visitors 
online or in hard copy from the regional and 
national i-SITEs.
http://www.taranaki.info/visit/ 

AUSTRALIA
Sunshine Coast offers to help BNE
The Sunshine Coast says it is ready, willing 
and able to ease Brisbane Airport’s flight 
congestion woes.
Tiger Airways has launched a regular service 
between Melbourne and Sunshine Coast 
Airport and Coast Mayor Mark Jamieson is 
keen to see more direct flights from southern 
cities.
He said he had already raised the idea of 
rescheduling some services to the Sunshine 
Coast with Queensland’s Deputy Premier Jeff 
Seeney and the SEQ Council of Mayors, and 
was “in dialogue” with the airlines.
“We can provide a solution now,” Cr Jamieson
said.
The State Government has ordered a 
breakdown of the capacity of all southeast 
Queensland’s airports to see how much of 
the load can be moved from Brisbane, where 

persistent delays continue to frustrate 
passengers.
The latest Federal Government statistics, 
released this week, revealed that only 61.5% 
of flights landed on time at Brisbane Airport 
in February, the worst performance of any 
major airport and Brisbane’s worst on record.
The Coast could comfortably handle four 
to six extra flights daily to and from major 
centres such as Sydney and Melbourne, said 
the mayor.
In the longer term, a second runway on the 
Sunshine Coast would boost capacity even 
more.
“There’s no doubt that our three SEQ 
airports - Brisbane, Sunshine Coast and Gold 
Coast - need to have an integrated plan for 
the future,” Cr Jamieson said.

Kangaroo Island FEASTival
SeaLink South Australia is proud to be major 
sponsor of the Kangaroo Island FEASTival 
25-30APR13.
Explore one of Kangaroo Island’s best events 
celebrating gastronomy, wine, natural 
wilderness and lifestyle.  The KI FEASTival 
will see over 15 dining events laid out across 
the Island to highlight the exceptional KI 
food, wine and produce on offer. From a local 
feast with MasterChef Australia’s George 
Calombaris to a Seafood & Lobster 
Extravaganza, an All Things Gin Masterclass 
and Dinner or table surfing, there is 
something for every palate.
For more info visit 
www.sealink.com.au/specials/kifeastival/
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Queensland 
– State of Events 
Queensland’s calendar boasts a vast array 
of events over coming months. 
The annual Cairns Blues Festival on 
11MAY, features a selection of performers 
from Australia and overseas performing 
the blues in a friendly, open air festival 
setting, Fogarty Park on the Cairns 
Esplanade. 
The Cairns Airport Adventure Festival 
02-10JUN features sporting events for 
people of all ages and abilities, including
the Ironman 70.3 Cairns; Coral Coast 
5150; RRR Mountain Bike Challenge; 
Great Barrier Reef Ocean Challenge; 
Quicksilver Reef Swim - Green Island; 
The Cairns Post Run for Cairns and 
McDonalds Ironkids Cairns. Plus there’s 
plenty of entertainment with a free 
community concert.
The pinnacle of the festival is ‘Cairns 
Airport Ironman Cairns’ a gruelling 
iron-distance triathlon that features a 3.8 
km swim, a 180 km bike leg that travels 
one of the most scenic coastal roads in 
Australia towards Port Douglas and a 42.2 
km run that includes the Cairns Esplanade 
before finishing in the heart of Cairns.
The Noosa Long Weekend Festival on 
the Sunshine Coast is back for its 12th 
year, with more than 85 events 14-23JUN, 
including theatre, cabaret, drama, forums, 
literature, food, film, supper clubs, 
workshops and even a Viennese Ball. 
While some events are already on sale, 
many more will go on sale on 03MAY 
with the release of the full festival 
program. 

The 35th annual Gold Coast Airport 
Marathon takes place 06-07JUL and 
attracts runners from more than 30 
countries, who ‘come for the run and stay 
for the fun.’  In addition to the full 
marathon, there’s the ASICS half 
marathon, 10k, 5.7km Challenge and 
Junior Dash.  Registrations are open now. 
Brisbane’s impressive line up of cultural 
events includes the Bolshoi Ballet who 
will present the ballets Le Corsaire and 
The Bright Stream at QPAC (Queensland 
Performing Arts Centre) 30MAY-05JUN; 
exhibitions at GOMA (Gallery of 
Modern Art), including ‘My Country, I 
Still Call Australia Home: Contemporary 
Art from Black Australia’; ‘Quilts 1700-
1945’ in collaboration with London’s 
Victoria and Albert Museum, exploring 
more than 200 years of British patchwork 
and quilt-making; and  ‘California Design 
1930–1965 Living in a Modern Way’, a 
major study of modern Californian design 
from the Los Angeles County Museum of 
Art.
This summer will also see artist Cai 
Guo-Quiang given free rein to transform 
the GOMA gallery spaces. Best known as 
the Director of Visual & Special Effects 
for the opening and closing ceremonies of 
the Beijing Olympics, the Chinese-born, 
New York-based artist is internationally 
recognised as one of the leading masters 
of contemporary art. He will showcase 
popular pieces and a collection of works 
that draws upon Queensland-inspired 
history, landscape and culture and his 
Chinese heritage.
For more details of Queensland events, 
click here.

Big dinosaur order for Coolum
Billionaire Clive Palmer has reportedly 
ordered 117 animatronic dinosaurs from 
China to provide company for Jeff, the 
tyrannosaurus rex, and Bones, the 
omeisaurus, already installed alongside his 
Coolum resort’s championship golf course.
News Corp reports that the Queensland 
mining magnate has ordered a variety of 
dinosaurs for display in the woodlands 
around the resort, where they will sway their 
tails, heave their chests and blink.
The exhibit is expected to be on display 
within months.

Vivid interactive 
Harbour Bridge
The Sydney Harbour Bridge will be the 
centrepiece of an interactive light installation 
for Vivid Sydney, bringing world-class 
lighting artistry to one of Australia’s most 
internationally recognised landmarks.
Vivid Sydney event partner, Intel Australia 
has teamed up with Sydney-based lighting 
innovators 32 Hundred Lighting, to create 
an immersive projection onto the bridge’s 
western face which will be controlled by the 
public.
The installation will include 100,800 
individual programmable LEDs and a 
custom-designed software program with an 
interactive touch screen interface.
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Vanuatu new 
booking bonus
Island Escape Cruises 
reminds agents that all 
new bookings confirmed 
for MAY13 and JUN13 
Vanuatu Cruises will 
receive one of the 
following:
>>  a 20-minute scenic    
      flight helicopter flight 
      from Port Vila, or
>>  a 20-minute Santo 
      scenic flying boat trip 
      from Aore Resort
Conditions apply. 
Call 0800 58 1717.

Edgewater refurb progress
The Edgewater Resort & Spa in Rarotonga has announced the completion of the 
refurbishment of all 60 of its Garden Superior rooms. They now have new bathroom 
vanities, toilets, ceiling fans, light fittings and a new coat of paint.  
The remaining 76 Garden rooms are next to be worked on, with work already under 
way.  
Agents can keep up to date with what’s going on via the resort’s Facebook page. 

Two new American Samoa brochures 
American Samoa Visitors Bureau advises that two new 
tourist brochures showcasing American Samoa’s wartime 
history and its shopping will be available this month. 
The ‘American Samoa U.S. Naval History and World 
War II Guide’ showcases the rich naval connection the 
islands had for over 50 years and the key role the U.S. 
Naval Station Tutuila had as the command centre in the 
defence of the Pacific Islands stretching from Wallis and 
Futuna in the west to the French Polynesia in the east. 
ASVB Executive Director, David Vaeafe says their 
office will work with existing tour operators on the island 
to develop tours around the historical naval sites as a new 
tour product offering for the destination. 
“World War II Tours is huge business around the world 
and not many people realize the U.S. Navy base here 
played a key role in the war in this region against Japan 
and in supporting its Pacific allies.” 
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American Samoa Shopping Guide
A new brochure produced by the American 
Samoa Visitors Bureau in partnership with 
the American Samoa Chamber of Commerce, 
‘American Samoa Shopping Guide’ lists 
businesses on the island offering everything 
from handicraft souvenirs to hardware tools 
and new vehicles. 
American Samoa Visitors Bureau’s David 
Vaeafe says “Not many people realise that 

here in American Samoa our retail outlets 
offer a wide range of American and 
international products with no sales tax, so 
you can buy these products a lot cheaper 
here than anywhere else in the Pacific or the 
world. 
 “We have everything to offer, from Levi 
jeans for around US$25 to Nikes starting 
from $30,” he adds. 

American Samoa to feature in Kia Ora mag
An American Samoa destination feature will 
appear in Air New Zealand’s inflight magazine 
‘Kia Ora’ this month.  Staff writer James 
Borrowdale visited the Territory for a few 
days and spent time game fishing and touring 
the main island of Tutuila including a visit 
to the National Park. Host by the American 

Samoa Visitors Bureau, Tradewinds Hotel, 
Pago Pago Marine Charters and North Shore 
Tours, Borrowdale also hired a vehicle to test 
his driving skills on the right hand side of 
the road and to see if he could find his way 
around the island with only a map and the 
Lonely Planet Samoa Islands Guide. 

ASIA

Your gateway to Xi’an Click Here
or call 09 309 1188

China   We know it like our own backyard

12 million ‘wealthy’ Chinese
The Hurun Report and Forbes magazine 
regularly compile lists of China’s uber-rich, 
the top 1,000, whose average wealth is put at 
US$860 million.
Now Forbes has looked at those further down 
the wealth ladder and calculates that the 
number of people with liquid assets of between 
US$100,000 and US$1 million reached 10.26 
million last year, and is expected to top 12 
million this year.
More than a third of them were born in the 
1970s and the top three industries they were 
involved in are finance, manufacturing and 
trade, its study said.
Three-quarters of respondents surveyed said 
they had no plan to emigrate, but the same 
percentage expressed a wish to send their 
children to study overseas.

Most had increased spending on travel, a 
major leisure activity for them. Other popular 
pastimes included exercising, driving cars 
and collecting antiques, luxury goods and 
modern art.
The survey found 40% owned at least three 
properties.  For many of the respondents, 
achieving financial freedom was their 
ultimate goal. Nearly six out of 10 said they 
had yet to realise this.

APE Roadshow Winner 
Active Asia has announced the winner of its 
5-day Borneo Wildlife Habitat Restoration 
Programme, which was the prize on offer 
from the recent road show with APE and 
Tourism Malaysia.  Pictured at left is the 
winner, Kay Whiteford from World 
Travellers in Christchurch, seen here with 
Sue Mitchell, Active Asia’s South Island 
Sales Executive. 

The Traditional Markets of Seoul
When travelling there’s no better place for 
a taste of local life than visiting the local 
market.  This is true in the Korean capital of 
Seoul where visitors can discover the real life 
of Koreans – the older generations manning 
their stands, ajummas (middle-aged Korean 
women) hunting for bargains, and groups of 
young ladies giggling and having fun. 
The biggest and most popular markets in 
Seoul are the Dongdaemun Market, visited 
mostly by the young for its fashion apparel, 
and the 600-year-old Namdaemun Market, 
which has an almost overwhelming variety of 
goods, but is particularly famed for its 
fashion eyewear at bargain prices.  Also 
worth a visit - the Gwangjang Market 
popular for its myriad street food vendors 
and the Gyeongdong Market which is full of 
medicinal herbs. 
For the true Korean market connoisseur, 
there’s also the nation’s largest wholesale fish 
market, the Noryangjin Fish Market and the 
24-hour Garak Market, bustling with vendors 
and customers all year round. 
Further information on the traditional 
markets of Seoul and around the country can 
be found on the official tourism website for 
Korea:  www.visitkorea.or.kr

Myanmar tourist police
Myanmar’s new independent tourist police 
force will begin patrolling tourist areas of the 
country from this month, according to the 
Myanmar Tourist Guide Association.
Travelmole says local reports indicate 140 
officers will be assigned to tourist sites in 
Yangon, Mandalay, Bagan, Shan State and 
the administrative capital, Nay Pyi Taw.
The rapid growth of the tourist industry had 

led to a shortage of hotel rooms and guides 
and a rise in illegal businesses.
Unprofessional guides had entered the 
business and tourist police were necessary 
to control them, said a Guide Association 
spokesman.
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Taste of China
Exotic Holidays gives your clients the 
opportunity to visit the best of historic China 
in Beijing and Xian on a 5-night package, 
which begins with a full day tour visiting 
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square, the Forbidden 
City and Summer Palace.   
The next day there’s a full day trip to the 
Great Wall, and on the way back to Beijing, 
there’s a visit to the Ming Tombs, last resting 
place of 13 of China’s 16 emperors, and the 
Sacred Way, an avenue flanked by real and 
mythical beasts that guard the tombs.
On the morning of Day 4 your clients fly to 
Xian and embark on an afternoon visit to the 
City Wall, Museum and the Great Mosque. 

A full day tour on Day 5 takes in the famous 
2000-year-old Army of Terracotta Warriors
who guard an ancient imperial burial site.  
There’s a visit to Wild Goose Pagoda and 
Banpo Village on the way back to Xian 
before a Dumpling Dinner and Tang Dynasty 
Show in the evening.
Priced from $1597pp, this includes the local 
flight from Beijing to Xian, 5 nights 
accommodation in three-star hotels (option 
available for 4/5 star hotels) with breakfast, 
4 lunches, 1 dinner, private transfers, sight-
seeing and services of a local English 
speaking guide.  
Call 09 410 5060 or 0508 EXOTIC (0508 
396 842) or email info@exoticholidays.co.nz 

India to extend Visa on Arrival
The Government of India, having extended 
its Visa on Arrival facility to Singapore, 
New Zealand, Luxembourg, Japan, Finland, 
Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos, Philippines, 
Indonesia and Myanmar, is now reportedly in 
the process of further extending the facility to 
Germany, France, Spain, Poland, Sweden,

Norway, Russia, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, 
Kazakhstan, Brazil, South Africa, Trinidad & 
Tobago, Thailand, Malaysia and Brunei.
The countries selected by the Indian 
government are seen as tourism prospects 
and as not presenting security issues.

Shanghai Experience
For clients wanting a stopover on the way to 
Europe or a first taste of China, Shanghai
offers it all. China’s largest city has the best 
shopping, restaurants and hotels.  It is 
sophisticated, has European style cityscapes, 
tree lined neighbourhoods, and is a city that 
never sleeps.
Exotic Holidays has a 3-night/4-day 
Shanghai package priced from $653pp.
Your clients will spend their first day getting 
their bearings before embarking on a full day 
tour on Day 2, visiting the Museum of 
Ancient art, driving past The Bund, enjoying
the riverfront along Huangpu River and 
visiting the Yuyuan Garden, a nice break 
from the bustling city.  There’s a visit to the 
Jade Buddha temple to view a fine jade statue 
of the Buddha in a reclining position. In the 
evening, there’s an exhilarating acrobat show.
Day 3 involves a full day excursion to 
Suzhou, starting with a train journey, then 
visiting some of the city’s famed gardens, 
including the Lingering Garden and the 

Master of Fishing Nets Garden (above), often 
considered the among the finest in China. A 
short visit at the famous Suzhou Embroidery 
Research Institute, which collects the best of 
the best silk hand embroideries in the world, 
before heading back to Shanghai.
Day 4 sees your clients depart for the airport 
or next destination.
Exotic Holidays has a range of Shanghai 
hotels to suit every budget. 
Call 09 410 5060 or 0508 EXOTIC (0508 
396 842) or email info@exoticholidays.co.nz.

Thai PM sets tourism targets
TTRweekly reports that Thai Prime Minister 
Yingluck Shinawatra has ordered the 
Ministry of Tourism and Sports to adopt four 
key strategies to build the country’s tourism 
industry.
She told officials it was imperative to reach 
the government’s target of Bt2 trillion in 
tourism revenue by 2015. 
To achieve the goal the ministry was told to:
• Increase tourist length of stay;
• Raise tourism quality to improve daily 
spend by 20% to 30%;
• Organise tourist attractions into market 
clusters,
• Join with neighbouring countries to build 
tourism package regionally.
“All authorities need to integrate to 
encourage tourism, while Tourism Authority
of Thailand has to be more active,” she 
stressed. “TAT should play an increasing role 
investing in new projects to attract tourists.”
The PM accepted that Suvarnabhumi, Don 
Mueang and Phuket airports do not have the 
capacity to handle a big increase in arrivals.
“The country’s main gateway Suvarnabhumi 
Airport will not be able to handle the 
expansion in tourism based on current 
trends,” she added. “Even though airports 
have expansion plans, they will not be able to 
cope with demand.”

The PM asked THAI Airways International 
to study secondary air travel routes to spread 
tourism beyond the main gateways.
The idea of creating tourist attraction clusters 
would focus first on Chiang Mai making it a 
cultural and traditional destination that 
connects with neighbouring provinces such 
as Lumphun and Lampang.
Ministry of Tourism and Sports permanent 
secretary, Suwat Sidthilaw, is quoted as 
saying the PM also suggested land transport 
links with neighbouring countries to help to 
boost tourism.
Mr Suwat said: “At present the country plans 
to attract more upscale foreign tourists. The 
number of foreign tourists should be capped 
at around 25 to 26 million per year. High-end 
foreign tourists should be about 30% and 
mass tourists about 70%. Currently, the ratio 
is 20:80.”
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California Snow Famil ends on a ‘Mammoth’ high
Australian and New Zealand travel specialists 
are just back from a California snow famil 
with United Airlines and travel marketing 
company Gate 7 and the high point of their 
famil was two ‘glorious’ days staying at 
Mammoth Lakes. 
After a scenic drive from South Lake Tahoe 
to Mammoth, the group checked in to The 
Village Lodge, set in the heart of Mammoth
and recently named one of Conde Nast 
Traveler’s Top 50 Ski Resort properties. 
Nicolas Barrancos from Mammoth Mountain 
greeted the party for a tour of the best 
accommodation options in the area, with time 
too for some hearty food at Campo Restaurant
in the Village, where one brave agent ordered 
ice-cream with bacon pieces!
The following morning the group woke up to 
the deepest snow and most sunshine of any 

resort in North America - perfect conditions 
for a guided tour of the mountain with 
Nicolas and Michael Vanderhurst from 
Mammoth Lakes Tourism. With more than 
3,500 acres of terrain, Mammoth Mountain 
is one of the largest ski resorts in the US and 
appeals to all levels and abilities. It offered 
spring skiing at its best - with a few sightings 
of brave skiers and riders sporting shorts or 
even bikini tops on the slopes.
The famil group wound down from their big 
day over an all-American meal at Rafters. 
Mammoth was playing host to Elevation, 
North America’s second largest gay ski week, 
so the town wasn’t short of a party atmosphere 
for those that wanted to continue the fun. 
There was just time the next day for an early-
morning snowmobile session before heading 
back to LAX for the United flight home.

Nigel Wearing from 
Travelplan Ski, Tim Watts 
from Flight Centre, 
Tristan Freedman from 
Gate 7, Adina Ingram 
from Mammoth, Susie 
Cassels-Brown from 
Executive Travel and Kirill 
Litovchenko from United.

Italian Cooking School holiday in restored castle 
The Innovative Travel Co. is offering an 
exclusive holiday option in the centre of the 
medieval village of Vittorito, in the Abruzzo 
region of Italy.  With a restored castle as the 
setting, Kiwi hosts, Gail & Wayne Hopkins 
have prepared a choice of four cooking 
weeks between July and September 2013.  
In the course of a six-night stay in the centro 
storico (old centre) below the castle or a 
nearby village, local chef Maria will guide 
your clients through the ancient cooking 
techniques still used today in this historic 
area.  Locals will also have an input, teaching
their own specialties during the morning 
cooking class each day between 9am-1pm, 
where your clients get to cook, not just 
watch.  
 Located two hours drive east of Rome, 
Vittorito (above) is surrounded by vineyards, 

including the oldest in Abruzzo.  Nearby, 
Raiano village is the region’s cherry capital, 
while Corfinio, the old Roman capital of 
Italy, has spectacular ruins, and the wonderful 
old Roman city of Sulmona is just 20 minutes 
drive away.  
This exclusive programme is priced from 
NZ$1999pp twin share and includes six 
nights accommodation, daily breakfasts, five 
morning cooking school classes, delicious
lunch prepared in the cooking class and 
including a glass of wine, pre-dinner aperitif 
and wine, beer or fruit juice with an al fresco 
style dinner prepared with the help of local 
villagers.  
Click here for the details and FREEPHONE 
0508 100 111.

THE AMERICAS EUROPE
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New fares from AKL to ROM and more than 30 destinations in Europe
From NZD1475 OW / NZD2576 RT for APR/MAY/SEP travel

Routings via NRT/KIX

Fares are in your GDS

Top galleries with visitors
The Louvre in Paris has again topped the list 
of the most visited art museums of 2012, 
according to the Art Newspaper. 
The publication’s annual survey found 9.7 
million people visited the home of the Mona 
Lisa - one million more than 2011, with much 

of the growth credited to the museum’s new 
wing of Islamic art.
While New York’s MoMA was the second 
most-visited venue, London museums took 
third, fourth and fifth spots – the British 
Museum, Tate Modern and the National 
Gallery.

The Tour de France in 80 photos
From now until 27JUL, the 
railings of the Palais du 
Luxembourg in Paris will play 
host to selection of 80 photos 
that recount the history of the 
Tour de France, to celebrate 
its 100th edition. The series 
of images pays homage to the 
riders, but the spectators and 
especially the landscapes are 
just as important elements of 
the event.
Among the vast array of 
millions of images held by 
French sports newspaper L’Equipe, the 
selection available for viewing by passers-by 

until the end of Le Tour 2013 
shows the agony and ecstasy
of the riders as well as the links 
maintained with a watching 
public that is constantly being 
renewed. More importantly, it 
pays witness to “the unique 
relationship that exists between 
Le Tour and France, the biggest
race in the world and the 
theatre in which it is played 
out. The roads, landscapes, 
mountains and towns of France 
are essential ingredients for 

the success of this race enjoyed by television 
viewers from all over the world.”

TGV AIR to provincial France
Air Tahiti Nui, in partnership with TGV train 
services (France’s bullet train), provides a 
combined ticket facility known as TGV AIR.   
Air Tahiti Nui passengers travelling to French 
provincial destinations are issued a flight 
coupon for the train sector that can be 
exchanged at the TGV AIR counter on arrival 
at Paris-CDG airport.  This service is available
only to those pax travelling on the TGV 
within 24 hours of their international arrival 
on their TN flight.
Availability displays should be done using 
the last international departure point through 

to the 
domestic 
destination in 
France, 
eg LAXXYD 
or PPTZFQ.  
A list of the 
available train 
destinations 
and other 
details can be 
downloaded 
here.   

Riverdance – The Gathering
Up to 5000 Irish Dance fans and performers 
around the world are invited to Riverdance 
- The Gathering, a seven-day festival taking 
place in July to mark the Gathering Ireland 
2013. 
This unique festival will celebrate the magic 
and international appeal of Irish dancing and 
will provide overseas visitors with an 
opportunity to be a part of the global 
Riverdance phenomenon. To date over 23 
million people worldwide have seen 
Riverdance live in over 350 cities and the 
organisers hope that the unique festival 
schedule will bring some of those to Ireland 
for 2013.
The festival programme includes:
>>  Riverdance -The Gathering Master class 
Series, 15-19JUL
50 of the best and brightest young Irish 
dancers from Ireland will participate in a 
week-long series of Master classes with 
some of Riverdance’s most experienced and 
talented performers. At least 25 of the places 
on the series will be reserved for dancers 
from abroad, and applications close on Friday 
26APR. www.Riverdance.com 
>>  Riverdance - The Gathering at the Park, 
Merrion Square, Saturday 20JUL
An afternoon and early evening of free 
Riverdance Festivities. Professionals will 
provide informal instruction for aspiring 
dancers of any ability in a festival 
environment.  Riverdance Gathering 
Céilí will allow revellers to put their earlier 
instruction to the test in a massive outdoor 
Céilí on Merrion Square West led by 
Riverdance’s finest dancers and musicians. 
>>  Riverdance -The Gathering Longest 
Line: a World Record Breaking Attempt, 
Sunday 21JUL, Dublin. The line will dance 

down by the banks of the Liffey, running 
across Sean O’Casey Bridge, down along 
Sir John Rogerson’s Quay, crossing the river 
again at Beckett Bridge and returning back 
up along Dublin’s Custom House to re-join 
the line at Sean O’Casey Bridge.
>>  Riverdance -The Gathering at the 
Gaiety, Sunday 21JUL, Gaiety Theatre
This summer, Riverdance celebrates its 10th 
consecutive season in the Gaiety Theatre and 
the two shows will be set aside as two special 
Gathering performances with guest 
performers and speakers to bring the week of 
events to a fitting close.
>>  Riverdance Competition. For a chance 
to win a trip to Ireland for a one-to-one 
hour long personal masterclass with Padraic 
Moyles, lead dancer with Riverdance, a back-
stage tour to meet the Riverdance cast and 
VIP tickets to one of their special Gathering 
Riverdance shows on Sunday 21JUL, enter 
the Riverdance- The Gathering Facebook 
competition.
Click here for further information on 
‘Riverdance -The Gathering’, including how 
to participate in Riverdance-The Gathering 
Longest Line or applications for the 
Riverdance-The Gathering Master class 
Series.
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CLICK HERE
Freephone 0800 440 055
info@odysseytravel.com.au

28JUN-18JUL13NZ$12290PP17 nights Paris apartment G’TEED
TO

DEPART    share twin studiofeatures in this escorted 21-day ‘French History by Rail’ tour

Qantas Special Fares to UK / Europe
Qantas has released special Economy fares 
to UK and Europe on offer until Monday 
22APR13. Airfares are available to over 90 
destinations including London from $2599, 

Paris from $2565 and Rome from $2579 
return all inclusive. 
For full details and tariff advice visit 
www.qantas.co.nz/agents. 

TOUR PRODUCT
Odyssey’s Taste of China
Your clients can join Odyssey Travel on its 
inaugural Taste of China program with 
celebrated chef,  Cheong Liew.  
US Food and Wine magazine has called 
Cheong “one of the 10 hottest chefs alive”. 
He has also been inducted into the Hall of 
Fame in the ‘World Food Media Awards’ 
as well as being awarded Australia’s OAM 
honour in 1999.  
The 16-day culinary journey takes guests 
through Beijing, Xi’an, Chengdu, Kunming, 
Guangzhou, Hangzhou and Shanghai.  They 
visit the award-winning internationally 
acclaimed Yu’s Family Kitchen in Chengdu. 
They also sample exquisite banquets, learn 
about the ingredients in Sichuan cuisine and 
the art of cooking with herbs and spices. 
Departing 29OCT13, this 16-day program 
includes cooking tuition, international flights 
(ex Sydney), 5 internal flights, airport taxes, 
15 nights hotel accommodation, 15 breakfasts, 
13 lunches and 15 dinners, and all entrance 
fees and excursions. 
Priced ex SYD at NZ$8688pp twin share or 
NZ$9481 single, deduct NZ$1000 for an 
ex-Beijing itinerary. 
For more on this itinerary click here, and 
for information about Odyssey Travel’s full 
range of educational travel programs, visit 
www.odysseytraveller.com or call 0800 
440055. 

AVIATION
Big hike in airline passenger security charges 
Airline passenger security charges paid by 
airlines for departing passengers are set to 
increase, according to Civil Aviation 
Authority Chairman Nigel Gould.
The increase, which takes effect from 
01JUN13, will see the international charge 
rise by $3.98 to $11.98 (GST inclusive) and 
the domestic charge rise by $0.90 to $4.60 
(GST inclusive) per departing passenger.
These increases come after two years of 
reduced charges, introduced to eliminate a 
projected $27 million accumulated surplus by
JUN13. “When the reduction was announced 
in 2011, the government signalled that 
passenger security charges would need to 
increase again from 2013, once the 
accumulated surplus had been redistributed to 
air travellers,” Mr Gould said in a statement.

“These new charges better reflect the actual 
cost of providing screening and other security 
services at our airports,” he said.
General Manager for the Aviation Security 
Service, Mark Everitt said: “It has been a 
difficult trading environment since 2011 and 
two airports have ceased international flights 
(Hamilton and Palmerston North) and we 
have not met our budgeted passenger 
numbers as a result of the global financial 
crisis.” 
Nigel Gould went on to say: “For a mainly 
charges-funded business, this new economic 
environment has placed considerable stress 
on the organisation and as such the Board will 
undertake an independent review this year of 
the Aviation Security Service operating model 
and future funding requirements”.

Christchurch airport retail plans
Christchurch International Airport Ltd plans 
a start to $25 million retail development to be 
known as Spitfire Square in the fourth quarter 
of this year. It will have 15 stores including 
bars, cafes, trading banks and an “anchor” 
supermarket. 
Located off Memorial Ave, the square will 
border on to the Sudima Christchurch Airport
hotel site. The Tourism Holdings Maui 
motorhome operation, on airport land, will 
be relocated and the buildings demolished to 
help make way for the development. 

Spitfire Square will bring in yet another 
revenue stream to the majority council-
owned airport company. The airport already 
gains 64% of its revenues from non-
aeronautical streams or areas not directly 
linked to airline and passenger charges, 
according to its latest half-year results. 
The airport also plans to offer a 200-bed 
backpacker lodge, to be located behind 
Spitfire Square.
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LONDON DAILY VIA HONG KONG Great service. Great people. Great fares. CLICK HERE

‘Seismic’ event over Sydney
Two Airbus A380s – one Qantas, one 
Emirates – flew in formation over the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge and Opera House on Sunday 
to celebrate the launch of the carriers’ new 
alliance.
“This is believed to be the first time anywhere
in the world where two commercial airline 
A380s have flown in formation,” says 
Qantas.
It is also believed to be the first time that 
two separate airlines have flown together in 
formation.
TravelMemo aviation correspondent Peter 
Clark was in Sydney for the spectacle and 
says a huge amount of behind the scenes 
planning had been necessary, including 
seeking approval from safety regulators in 
both Australia and the UAE. Qantas Chief 
Pilot Captain Philip Green told him that the 
pilots had undertaken 520 hours of training 
in 17 simulator sessions since January in 
preparation for the flyover, which was done 
at 1500 feet altitude, 200 feet apart, both 
horizontally and vertically.
The two A380s operated under a joint special 
call sign - “Seismic” - whilst in formation. 
Emirates President Tim Clark, who was in 
Sydney for the event, said this was because 

the partnership between Qantas and Emirates 
will cause a seismic shift in global aviation.
Qantas CEO Alan Joyce called the event the 
biggest deal for Qantas in its 92 year history.
Combined, the two airlines offer 98 flights a 
week between Australia and Dubai. Routing 
travel via Dubai, passengers could now fly 
one-stop to 65 destinations in Europe, North 
Africa and the Middle East - all with Qantas 
flight numbers.
Travellers to the ten most popular Qantas 
destinations will save an average two hours 
and 15 minutes under the new arrangement 
with Emirates.
QF1 from Sydney and QF9 from Melbourne 
left later in the day to commence the new 
Kangaroo Route to Europe via Dubai. 
Tim Clark said the A380 will be the 
backbone of the two airlines’ fleets in the 
years to come, and after 206 days planning 
and gaining the approvals, the first flights 
were underway on the new Kangaroo Route 
to London.
Fans of Emirates on Facebook have been 
sending in their photos of the flyover and 
these can be viewed in a dedicated photo 
album at www.facebook.com/emirates

SIA Fantastic Free Flight Frenzy winners
Singapore Airlines has congratulated the 
many winners of its Fantastic Free Flight 
Frenzy agent incentive. 
All winners of the top seller 40 tickets and 60 
random prize draw tickets have been notified 
by their Singapore Airlines Sales Executive. 

Check out some photos of a selection of 
ticket winners on the new agent portal 
www.krisport.co.nz  under the ‘News’ link on 
the home page.
Login: sqagent, Password: 2012Kris

Photos | Peter Clark
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Over 120 European destinations ... now that’s Wunderbar!

CRUISE NEWSTurkish Airlines talking Istanbul-Sydney nonstop
THY-Turkish Airlines is reportedly planning 
to launch nonstop Istanbul-Sydney services 
next year, using either a Boeing 777-300ER 
or 777-200LR.
ATW Online says Turkish Airlines CEO 
Temel Kotil intends to connect Europe and 
Australia with its first commercial non-stop 
air service and aviation observers say the 
news should be taken seriously. In a recent 
report, aviation analyst CAPA notes that the 
Star Alliance member saw its operating profit 
grow almost threefold last year, with 
revenues up 26% on passenger capacity 
growth of 18%. 
Says CAPA: “It has the youngest fleet of any 
significant network carrier in Europe and its 
7.0% operating margin puts it behind only 
Ryanair and easyJet. This financial success is 
built on one of Europe’s most efficient cost 
structures and a very productive work force. 
THY’s fleet of 211 aircraft will be expanded 
by the recently announced order for 117 
Airbus narrowbodies to add to existing orders 
for narrow and widebodies from both Boeing 
and Airbus.

“In 2013, Turkish Airlines plans a further 
20% capacity increase in pursuit of its 
expansion strategy based on increasing 
transfer traffic and is seeing particularly 
strong growth on routes to Latin American 
and Africa this year.
“Turkish Airlines is sometimes referred to 
as the fourth Gulf carrier, as it aggressively 
empowers its hub expansion. It has grown its 
capacity (ASK) by an average annual rate of 
18% since 2005, with passenger traffic (RPK) 
growing at an average of 20% p.a.”
In 2012, Turkish Airlines’ transfer passenger 
numbers grew by 30% to reach 16.5 million, 
42% of the total. International to international 
transfer passengers grew by 44% to reach 
23% of the total number of passengers. This 
reflects the carrier’s strategy to use its 
Istanbul hub to tap into east-west global 
traffic flows to connect its narrowbody 
catchment area of Europe, the Middle East 
and North Africa with the Americas and Asia, 
in addition to offering connections to 
passengers flying between the Americas and 
Asia.

Dragonair has 
announced the rollout 
of the airline’s new 
uniform to more than 
3,000 customer-facing 
staff across its network. 
The new uniforms, 
designed by renowned 
Hong Kong designer, 
Eddie Lau put a strong 
focus on the 
individuality and 
uniqueness of Dragonair’s service, both 
on the ground and in the air. At the same 

time, it harmonises closely with the overall 
image of the Cathay Pacific Group.  

Oasis of the Seas to sail Europe in 2014
Royal Caribbean International has announced 
that the world’s largest and most innovative 
cruise ship Oasis of the Seas will be sailing 
Europe for a short autumn season in 2014, 
which opens for sale 11APR13. 
Two trans-Atlantic crossings will afford 
guests the opportunity to experience the 
ship’s unmatched innovations and amenities, 
exclusive entertainment, and variety of 
dining experiences. 
A 12-night eastbound cruise from the ship’s 
homeport of Port Everglades in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., to Barcelona departs 
01SEP14 and a 13-night westbound cruise 
will return Oasis of the Seas to Port Everglades 
from Rotterdam on 14OCT14. Vacationers 
also can embark the westbound trans-Atlantic 
cruise at Southampton on 15OCT.
There is also a choice of three Europe sailings
– two roundtrips on a five-night Western 
Mediterranean itinerary from Barcelona, and 
a seven-night Spain itinerary sailing from 
Barcelona to Rotterdam, where Oasis of the 
Seas will enter drydock for routine 

maintenance. Additionally, a two-night 
Bahamas cruise departing on 30AUG14 and 
a five-night Western Caribbean cruise 
departing on 27OCT14, both roundtrip from 
Port Everglades, will bookend Oasis of the 
Seas’ short 2014 Europe season.
Launched in DEC09, Oasis of the Seas has 
been heralded as an architectural marvel 
at sea, spanning 16 decks, encompassing 
225,282 gross registered tons, and has a 
double-occupancy capacity of 5,400 guests. 
It is first ship to tout the cruise line’s 
neighbourhood concept of seven distinct 
themed areas, comprising Central Park, 
Boardwalk, the Royal Promenade, the Pool 
and Sports Zone, Vitality at Sea Spa and 
Fitness Center, Entertainment Place and 
Youth Zone.               
For an extensive collection of webisodes 
detailing the variety of experiences aboard 
Oasis of the Seas, visit 
http://tinyurl.com/bw585wa.
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Tel: 0800 422 784
Fax: 09-4424228
CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITE

10-Day Family Cruise   16JUL13  Sitka to Ketchikan
Prices from NZ$4479* per person share twin

* Price is in NZ Dollars, based on AA view cabin incl govt fees & taxes. Gratuities & airfares are additional. Single supplement rates are available. Rates and cabin selection are based on availability subject to change.

Itinerary Highlights: Sitka Sound Science Center, Sea Otter & Wildlife Quest, Juneau, 
Alaska’s State Museum, Mendenhall Glacier, Orca Point Lodge, Hobart Bay, the glaciers 
of Tracy Arm Fjord, Petersburg, Kasaan, Misty Fjords, Ketchikan

CLICK HERE 
FOR FLYER

P&O’s Ventura for Med season
P&O Cruises UK intends to deploy the 
116,000gt Ventura in the Mediterranean 
during summer 2014 and expects strong 
demand from this part of the world.
Managing director Carol Marlow told trade 
media that Australia is P&O Cruises UK’s 
most important overseas market, accounting 
for around 70% of sales outside the United 
Kingdom.

Travelweekly quotes her as saying Ventura is 
a favourite ship with Australian passengers 
and her 14-night round cruises from Venice 
will make perfect add-ons for Australians 
holidaying in Europe.
The number of Australians taking a cruise 
holiday in Europe in 2011 rose 30% to almost 
46,000 compared to the previous year.

Go with the flow on Sea Cloud
Sea Cloud Cruises has introduced an 8-day 
Mediterranean sailing on the windjammer 
Sea Cloud 08-08MAY13, cruising with no 
fixed route from Malta to Piraeus. Relying 
only on the winds to determine her ports of 
call each day, the windjammer
will offer the maximum pure sailing time.
Being small enough to call into intimate ports 
such as Koroni, Monemvasia, Milos, Hydra 
or Lavrion Sea Cloud will offer the perfect 
combination of adventure and indulgence – 
lazy days at sea, exquisite on-board service, 
luxury accommodation and fine dining.
As an incentive to solo travellers the single 

supplement will be waived, meaning fully 
inclusive rates for an outside cabin lead in 
from NZ$4570*pp double or single. Sea 
Cloud Cruises fares include all meals, from 
early breakfast to the four-course dinner 
menu and five course gala dinners, and drinks 
including carefully selected wines and beers, 
and a welcome bottle of Champagne in each 
cabin.
For more info contact Sales Activation 
Marketing, the Sea Cloud Cruises 
representative for Australia/New Zealand at 
info@seacloud.com or visit 
www.seacloud.com
*Prices subject to currency exchange.
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Crystal Cruises private car touring
Beginning next month, Crystal Cruises’ 
luxury travellers have a new and flexible 
private option for exploring Europe: their 
own car and driver, with local, English-
speaking guide.  The new private car or van 
offerings allow singles, couples and small 
groups (8 maximum) to fully customise 
time ashore upon arrival.  While Crystal is 
launching the program in 50 European ports 
on Crystal Serenity Mediterranean cruises 
and Crystal Symphony Northern European 
cruises, the ultra-luxury line plans to extend 
the program to other destinations later in the 
year.
“Many of today’s luxury guests like to 
explore on their own, but don’t enjoy the 
hassle, time and questionable quality of 
searching for transportation and guides, as 
well as the aggravation of negotiating fees,” 
says Diane Patrick, Managing Director 
Wiltrans International, Australasian GSA for 
Crystal Cruises.  “With our trusted 
transportation and destination expertise at 
their disposal, and by using fully licensed and 
insured companies, guests can tour 
independently with ease and safety, as well as 
be ultra-flexible should they want to follow 
a last-minute insider’s suggestion or just see 

how they feel in the moment.” 
The program is the newest addition to a 
rapidly expanding roster of Crystal 
Adventures shore excursion choices, 
including:
Organised shore tours that range from 
special-interest adventures and city over-
views to very intimate only-with-Crystal 
Cruises Boutique Adventures, and unique, 
high end Signature Collection experiences to 
You Care, We Care voluntourism excursions.
Private Options: For guests wanting to 
follow the same tour itinerary as select 
Crystal Adventures, privately.
Private Adventures: Ultra-personalised and 
fully customised to a guest’s exact wishes 
in advance by Crystal, including itineraries, 
admissions, meals, and transportation. 
Overland Adventures: Multiple-day 
excursions on land, further from port, 
providing two to three days of intimate 
exploration ashore, with hotel stays.
The new private car and driver services start 
at US$270 per guest, with guides speaking 
languages other than English also available 
upon request. For more information and 
Crystal reservations, contact Wiltrans 
International on 0800 446 376.

HOSPITALITY
2013 New Zealand Hotel Industry Conference
The 7th annual New Zealand Hotel Industry 
Conference, co-hosted by the Tourism 
Industry Association (TIA) and Horwath 
HTL Ltd,  will be taking place on Thursday 
30MAY13 at the Pullman Auckland, with 
a line-up of international and New Zealand 
keynote speakers to inform and entertain 
delegates. 
Early bird registrations and the conference 
programme are now available at 
www.nzhotelconference.com for the 
conference. Those who register before 
01MAY go in the draw to win one of two 
return trips to Sydney.
The conference programme is one of the 
most outstanding in recent years, according 
to Terry Ngan, Director of Horwath HTL Ltd.
Keynote speaker Rachel Argaman, CEO of 
Toga Hotels and HM Magazine’s 2010 
Hotelier of the Year, will focus on the 
importance of brands and culture in the hotel 
industry. Toga has 54 hotels and serviced 
apartment properties with 7000 rooms under 
management throughout Australia, New 
Zealand and Europe. The Toga hotel group 
brands include Adina, Medina, Vibe and 
Travelodge. 
Air New Zealand’s new CEO, Christopher 
Luxon, will speak about market development 
and growth, challenging costs and 
productivity. 
Other notable conference speakers and panel 
participants include:
>>  Nigel Greenaway, Group Executive of 
Eureka Funds Management based in Sydney 
and board member of the global 
InterContinental Hotels Group Owners 

Association 
>>  Craig Davidson, General Manager, 
Destination Development and Investment at 
Tourism Australia 
>>  Tony Everitt, General Manager Asia at 
Tourism New Zealand, based in Shanghai 
>>  Mike Pohio, CEO at Tainui Group 
Holdings 
>>  Martin Snedden, Chief Executive of TIA
Most of the sessions will be panel 
discussions, with an opportunity for 
attendees to ask questions, on topics ranging 
from measuring marketing effectiveness, 
serviced apartments and hotels, owners’ 
expectations of operators, and the Chinese 
visitor experience in hotels.
Over 250 delegates representing all areas of 
the hotel sector are expected to attend.
Accor is the platinum sponsor of the event 
which is being supported by 20 domestic and 
international sponsors and exhibitors.
The conference will conclude with a banquet 
dinner where the three annual hotel awards 
celebrating excellence in the hotel industry 
will be presented. The awards will recognise 
the Senior Hotel Executive of the Year, 
Outstanding Young Hotel Executive and 
Environmental Initiative. Entries for the 
awards are open until 3 May at 
www.nzhotelconference.com
All conference delegates will also gain a 
complimentary invitation to the Technical 
Seminar being held 3pm-5.30pm on the day 
before the conference.
For more information on the conference, go 
to www.nzhotelconference.com
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Breakfast for a dollar? Best Western’s best offer
Best Western is offering a one-dollar 
breakfast deal at participating properties 
across Australia, New Zealand and Fiji. 
Until 24APR13, guests can book a special 
room rate for stays until 10APR14 which 

gives them a full or continental breakfast for 
only $1 extra. 
For participating properties see 
www.bestwestern.com.au/breakfast. 

Oaks iStay to go
A $32m hotel in the heart of the Christchurch 
CBD red zone is to be bought by the 
Government and demolished to make way for 
grassland. 
The Press reports that the 12-storey, 180-room
Oaks iStay building could be repaired and 

opened in about nine months, according to 
a project works plan attached to the latest 
engineering report. 
The yellow-stickered building at the corner of 
Cashel and Liverpool streets has been closed 
since the February 2011 quake. 

INDUSTRY

MemoTRAVEL travel & 
tourism 
online 
news 
digestUPLOADED OVERNIGHT   MON & THU

editor@travelmemo.co.nz
Kevin Blackford, Editor / Publisher

The Memo Limited
21c Commodore Parry Road
Milford Beach, Auckland 0620

Tel: +64-9-449 1449
Mob +64-21-1833 643
Fax: +64-9-449 1436

Copyright. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced or duplicated, 
in whole or in part, without the prior written approval of the Publisher.

www.travelmemo.co.nz

PEARL’S PEARLER
Falling down is part of life 

- getting back up is living it.

Travel Corporation’s Rangitoto beach clean-up
The Travel Corporation NZ’s staff took part 
in a beach clean-up with local conservation 
partner Sustainable Coastlines at Auckland’s 
Rangitoto Island last week. 
Participants from across the company’s 
guided holiday and river cruise brands, which 
include AAT Kings, Contiki Holidays, 
Creative Holidays, Insight Vacations, 
Trafalgar and Uniworld Boutique River 
Cruises were all involved. After catching the 
ferry across, they trooped their way to and 
from McKenzie Bay removing more than 325 
litres (or 3,084 items) of rubbish from the 
rugged coastline.
Sustainable Coastlines coordinates ongoing 
projects in NZ and the Pacific resulting in 

positive changes to local coastlines and 
communities. Contiki Holidays’ travellers 
to New Zealand also have the chance to get 
involved participating in voluntary beach 
clean-ups as part of their tour in the Bay of 
Islands and Queenstown. Contiki and 
Sustainable Coastlines have also collaborated 
on producing branded reusable aluminium 
drink bottles to cut down on the disposal of 
multiple plastic bottles when 18-35’s are on 
tour. 
Globally, The Travel Corporation’s 
TreadRight Foundation is a not-for-profit 
foundation to encourage sustainable tourism 
within its family of brands and in the places 
they visit.

The team are 
pictured l to r: 
Rosie, Mark, Amy, 
Tony, Chelsea, 
Sara, Gordon, Cam 
from Sustainable 
Coastlines, Elinor, 
Merran, Sam and 
Stephanie.

LATE BREAK

Today sees the arrival at Auckland of the first 
of three Air Pacific (soon to be Fiji Airways) 
Airbus A330-200s entering service this year.
A special reception is being held at the airport 
to mark the plane’s arrival and TravelMemo 
will be there.

Peter Clark, TravelMemo’s aviation 
correspondent, is flying out on the new 
aircraft and will be reporting his impressions 
in an upcoming issue, not only of the A330, 
but also of the island of Taveuni after which 
the plane is named, . 

Photo | Peter ClarkAuckland says Bula

http://www.treadright.org/

