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Life’s a Bowl of Choices!
Especially when it comes to 
tasty travel opportunities! 

CLICK HERE

10 Days / 9 Nights

CLICK HERE

LUXURY VIETNAM

with Private Guide

Big development planned 
for Great Ocean Road

A tourism report, funded by industry and state and federal 
governments, calls for the Great Ocean Road to be developed so as 
to accommodate more than 10 million visitors a year by 2030.
The Sydney Morning Herald says the report calls for an additional 
3440 guest rooms in the region over the next 20 years.
As many as four new “large resorts”, five backpacker hostels, five 
caravan or tourist parks, up to a dozen hotels, 50 B&Bs and 90 
farm-stay accommodation options would be required, the report 
states.
Priority projects around the area include spending A$100 million 
on Port Campbell precinct and Loch Ard interpretive centre and a 
A$35 million Great Ocean Road tourist resort near Port Campbell.
Also singled out is a need for “signature accommodation” at 
Moonlight Head, including 20 luxury suites, day spa, restaurant, 
guest lounge and bar.
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NEW ZEALAND

small group luxury tours
for mature travellers

Freecall 0800 662 462

Brancott Estate World of Wearable Art Tour
Thu 04 OCT - Tue 09 OCT 12    ex Auckland  5 nights / 6 days

 $2990pp share twin   $3490 single

Fully commissionable to agents

CLICK HERE

3-9 September 2012 

Take part in the inaugural 
National Cruise Week 

Promotion

31 x Cruise Lines participating

Already an ICCA Member? 
Click here for more details

Not an ICCA Member 
Click here to join NOW

Exclusive Member Offers
Cruising worldwide

One week ONLY

Skyline Star Gazing experience
The clear, unpolluted skies of Queenstown 
will provide the perfect setting for Skyline 
Queenstown’s new stargazing experience 
launching 23AUG. 
Thanks to its Bob’s Peak location and 
Queenstown’s long winter nights, guests on 
the new Skyline 
Star Gazing tour 
will be able to 
explore the night 
sky from a rare 
and unique 
position. 
Skyline Star 
Gazing will 
take visitors to a 
specially-
constructed area 
high above the 
main complex, 
where there is no trespassing light, allowing 
for a clear view of the night sky. 
Top-of-the line telescopes will give stargazers
the chance to view the Southern Cross, 
nebula, planets, the Milky Way and other 
galaxies.
The star gazing tours will be headed up by 
experienced astronomer and Skyline Star 
Gazing Co-Ordinator Matt Hall.
Mr Hall has joined Skyline Star Gazing from 
the Mt John Observatory at Lake Tekapo and 
brings with him over four years’ experience 

as an astronomy guide.
The clear views will be provided by two 
portable high-powered Celestron telescopes 
brought in specially from the US, which can 
automatically track points of interest giving 
everyone time to see the sights.

Guests on the 
outdoors tour will 
be kitted out in 
high-quality Canada 
goose down jackets 
as part of the 
package. 
Skyline Star Gazing
will run from 
23AUG to mid-
NOV, from 
Wed to Sun nights 
and will take 
approximately 75 

min (not including gondola). Tour times will 
operate from 6.30pm to 7.45pm and 8pm 
until 9.15pm.  A third tour from 9.30pm to 
10.45pm will run if the second is full (some 
tour times may vary depending on light).
Prices include gondola and start from $69 
for adults and $39 for children.  A gondola, 
star gazing and dinner option is available for 
$110 per person.  Each tour takes a minimum 
of five guests and a maximum of 15.
Bookings essential. Call 03 441 0085. 
For further info visit www.skyline.co.nz

Skyline Star Gazing Co-Ordinator Matt Hall 
with one of the high-powered telescopes to 
be used to explore the night sky.

Tourism Board appointments
Kerry Prendergast is the new Chair of the New 
Zealand Tourism Board. She is the former Mayor 
of Wellington and former Vice-President of Local 
Government New Zealand.
Board members Glenys Coughlan and Paul 
Richardson have completed their term and been 
replaced by Jenn Bestwick, who is chairwoman of 
CPIT and is on the board of NZQA and Southern 
Response Earthquake Services, and John Thorburn, 
chief executive of Ngai Tahu Tourism, a member of 
the Tourism Industry Association and the 
Conservation Authority and a trustee of the Tourism 
Industry Trust.

Real Journeys is reported to be undergoing a  
restructuring, with The Southland Times 
saying it understands about 12 management, 
marketing and sales positions at the Te Anau 

based office will come under the review. 
Real Journeys chief executive Richard Lauder 
confirmed changes were discussed with staff 
in Te Anau on Friday.

New venue for 
Auckland Conventions
Auckland Art Gallery, which reopened 11 months 
ago after a four-year, $113 million renovation and 
expansion, has been added to the Auckland 
Conventions Venues and Events venue portfolio.
Auckland Conventions currently manages events 
spaces at the Viaduct Events Centre, Aotea Centre, 
Auckland Town Hall and The Civic.
Gallery director Chris Saines says “Since the 
Gallery reopened in September last year, it has 
hosted a wide variety of events from gala dinners to 
car launches, high profile fashion shows to cocktail 
parties for finance companies, industry awards to 
private weddings.” 

http://www.moatrek.co.nz/tours/wearable-arts/
www.nationalcruiseweek.co.nz
http://www.cruising.org.nz/membership.asp


New gardens for Taranaki Spectacular
Visitors to this year’s Powerco Taranaki 
Garden Spectacular will enjoy three new 
gardens, and the return of three favourites 
including a new Garden of Significance in the 
festival.
Hofmans Garden in Eltham (pictured) has 
just gained “Garden of Significance” status 
as rated by the New Zealand Garden Trust, 
meaning there are now 11 Gardens of 
Significance in this year’s event including 
one of International Significance and six of 
National Significance.
Hofmans is one of three returning to the 
festival – including Ngamamaku with its 
Japanese garden, Nikau Grove renowned for 
its mature native nikau palms, and The Yews 
– a traditional style garden designed to suit 
the grand Victorian villa on the property.

New gardens in the 51-garden line up in 
this year’s 10-day Festival running 26OCT-
04NOV include Oak Valley and Sentiments 
Garden, both in New Plymouth, as well as 
Valentia in Okato on the Taranaki coast. 
“Virtually every day of the festival there will 
be a choice of guided walks, tours, 
demonstrations, seminars or workshops with 
guest speakers such as media personalities 
Lynda Hallinan and Tony Murrell,” says 
festival manager, Lisa Ekdahl. 
A particular highlight will be “The 
Peranakan Lights” – 50 inflated, illuminated 
shapes screen printed with designs of 
traditional Peranakan art, to be installed in 
New Plymouth’s Pukekura Park.
www.gardenfestnz.co.nz

Affinity Cruises invitation
Affinity Cruises, which operates 
accommodated small ship cruises in the 
Marlborough Sounds, Fiordland and around 
Stewart Island, is touring North Island towns 
and cities between 12SEP and 03OCT. 
Captain Brian Appleby, who has 50 years of 
maritime experience, will host functions at 
27 locations and will brief agents and their 
clients on the Affinity product.
This Kiwi family-owned and operated 
business offers cruising in scenic locations, 
special shore excursions, photo opportunities
and lifetime memories.  MV Affinity has eight 
private cabins, double and twin share, making 
for overnight cruises for a maximum of 16 
guests. The spacious vessel is air-conditioned 
for summer and centrally heated for winter, 
and guests are served homely, scrumptious 
meals in the large, comfortable saloon by 
friendly and helpful crew. 
Click here to download the promotional 
schedule showing when Captain Appleby 
will be in your area and be sure to invite your 
clients.

Two Little Boys could 
make Catlins famous 
Dunedin film-maker Robert Sarkies’ latest 
film, Two Little Boys, premieres next month 
and local hopes are high it will put the 
Catlins on the map, according to a report in 
the Otago Daily Times. 
Two Little Boys is based on the 2008 debut 
novel of Sarkies’ younger brother, Duncan, 
and recalls the siblings’ childhood holidays 
in the area. It is described as essentially a 
road trip movie and was entirely filmed in the 
Catlins area.
The film stars Oscar-winner Bret McKenzie, 
of Flight of the Conchords, Hamish Blake, 
of Australian comedy duo Hamish and Andy, 
and Dunedin actor Maaka Pohatu. 
The Sarkies brothers also collaborated on the 
1999 film Scarfies, about Dunedin university 
students, which became New Zealand’s sixth-
highest-grossing film. 
Two Little Boys has its world premiere in 
Invercargill on 11SEP and opens for general 
release on 20SEP. 

Jet boat licences now mandatory
The launch last week of the new mandatory 
driver licence for commercial jet boat drivers 
operating on rivers is a mark of the 
professionalism and maturity of the sector, 
says the Tourism Industry Association New 
Zealand chief executive Martin Snedden.
The licence scheme has been introduced by 
the Commercial Jet Boat Association after 
years of work with Maritime New Zealand 
and TIA. 
Mr Snedden says the licence bolsters efforts 
by our adventure tourism sector to further 
strengthen safety systems and management.
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US Men’s Ski Team set up training base in Queenstown
The recent influx of international elite 
athletes confirms the Queenstown Lakes 
ski fields are fast gaining recognition as the 
premier region for northern hemisphere top 
international skiers and snowboarders to base 
their off-season training, providing quality 
resorts and competitions.
The US Men’s alpine ski team, which 
includes a number of Olympians and World 
Champions, is currently based in Queenstown 
for a four-week ‘summer’ training programme. 
The US Women’s ski team has also just 
completed their training camp in New 
Zealand.
The US Head Men’s Technical Coach, Mike 
Day believes the region is perfect for their 
summer training. “Queenstown provides 

excellent mountain facilities, Coronet Peak 
creates a high quality snow surface for us to 
train on and there is also a fantastic mix of 
off-mountain activities,” he said. “With the 
Winter Games NZ next year, being able to 
train on the courses is critical to our success 
at the event and the Winter Olympics a few 
months on.”
Winter Games NZ 2013 is being staged at a 
crucial time for the athletes, six months out 
from the Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia. 
This will be one of the last chances for 
athletes to accrue important qualifying points. 
The event is expected to attract over 1,000 
athletes. 
www.wintergamesnz.com

AUSTRALIA

AIM stay/pay Noosa specials
AIM Holidays has extended sales of Stay 
7 Pay 5 special offers at a choice of three 
Noosa apartment properties, including return 
transfers from Brisbane airport. The Fairshore, 

Laguna on Hastings (pictured) and French 
Quarter apartments are now on stay-pay sale 
to 30SEP12, for stays to 31MAR13. 
Click here for the details and call 09-444 
2298 for bookings.

Bond offered on A$4.9b Wavebreak development
Sembawang of Singapore, one of the biggest 
engineering and construction companies in 
South East Asia, recently unveiled a proposal 
to independently fund a $4.9 billion cruise 
ship, residential, marine and tourist precinct 
on the Gold Coast’s Broadwater.
The world-class destination, to be called 
Wavebreak, could be delivered ahead of the 
2018 Commonwealth Games. It comprises 
two cruise ship terminals, 12 superyacht 
berths, a 400 berth marina and Fisherman’s 
Wharf-style trawler centre among its marine 
infrastructure.
Tourism facilities including 1500 hotel rooms 
- from four to six stars - an aquarium, theatre 
and casino are also proposed. 
Wavebreak would add to Sembawang’s 
portfolio of signature international projects 
including Jumeirah Island Villas in Dubai and 
the Marina Bay Sands Resort in Singapore.
The Gold Coast Bulletin reports that 
Sembawang CEO Ric Grosvenor said he was 
prepared to slap A$250 million on Queensland
Premier Campbell Newman’s desk to prove 
his proposal was no joke and to stop what he 
describes as “powerful forces” snuffing it out.
He said the money would be given to the 

State Government as a bond if his ambitious 
plan was approved.
Mr Grosvenor said it was an unusual step but 
it had to be taken because there were “big 
players” in the gaming and casino industry 
who were acting out of the public’s view to 
stop Wavebreak from going ahead.
“There are other big players in Australia that 
would like to see the casino option erased 
knowing it would sink the project, knowing 
it would further their own ends,” he said. 
“There are powerful forces at work that 
would like to see a monopolistic throttlehold 
on gaming in Australia.”
The GC Bulletin says Mr Grosvenor would 
not say who he was referring to.
Billionaire James Packer’s Crown casino 
group and Malaysia’s Genting have both 
recently shown an interest in shares of casino 
operator Echo Entertainment Group, which 
owns Jupiters Casino on the Gold Coast, as 
well as Treasury Casino in Brisbane, Star 
Casino in Sydney and others.
Billionaire Clive Palmer also recently 
announced plans for a high-rollers casino as 
part of a resort at the Sunshine Coast.

Emirates Wolgan Valley offer
Emirates Wolgan Valley Resort & Spa is 
currently offering complimentary return 
luxury land transfers for up to 4 guests from 
Sydney City or Sydney Airport to the Blue 
Mountains property. 
This offer is exclusive for International 
bookings only and applies to a minimum 
4 nights stay for new bookings 06JAN-
30JUN13 inclusive. 
Request for the scheduled land transfers must 
be made at time of booking. 

Australia’s Federal Parliament 
last week passed the Aviation 
Transport Security Amendment 
(Screening) Bill which provides 
for the introduction of new full-
body scanners from November, 
following successful trials of 
the technology in Sydney and 
Melbourne.
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Spring blooms in Blue Mountains

Canberra Floriade’s Silver Anniversary 

Wildflowers on show in WA
Now in its 30th year, the Ravensthorpe 
Wildflower Show and Spring Festival, held 
08-13SEP, is widely recognised as one of 
Australia’s best displays of stunning native 
flora. This annual event features exhibitions, 
tours and workshops showcasing a vivid 
blanket of wildflowers. 
Ravensthorpe is 540km southeast of Perth, 
between Albany and Esperance.
For more information on the festival visit 
www.wildflowersravensthorpe.org.au/

Your garden-loving clients can witness nature 
burst forth after a long winter when the Blue 
Mountains, Lithgow and Oberon region of 
NSW transforms with spring blooms from 
September to November.
The Leura Garden Festival 29SEP-07OCT, 
with 11 gardens open to the public at A$5 per 
garden or $20 for an all-garden pass, and the 
final two days see Leura village transformed 
into an open market.
A hop-on hop-off shuttle bus will run from 
Leura station to all gardens, including The 
Fairmont Resort (tickets: $5 per day).  
Visit www.leuragardensfestival.com    
Visitors can step back in time and imagine 
they are Jay Gatsby or Daisy Buchanan while 
exploring the many privately-owned cool 
climate exotic gardens for which Mount 
Wilson is renowned.
Many, including Merry Garth, Windyridge 
Garden, Yengo Sculpture Garden, Breenhold 
Gardens, Nooroo and Bebeah, are open on 
weekends for a charge of around A$8, while 
the 252ha Blue Mountains Botanic Garden 
at Mount Tomah on the Bells Line of Road 
offers free entry.
Different from urban gardens, those of 
Oberon and surrounds have often been 
developed from virgin bush or lush farmland. 
Many are also works in progress, a great 
drawcard for visitors to return often to check 
out developments.
Oberon Spring Garden Open Weekend 
(27-28OCT, 03-04NOV): Six gardens around 
Oberon and Titania Estate. 
Daffodils at Rydal (15-16SEP): Thousands 
of daffodils in bloom in private and public 
gardens. Refreshments available along with a 
variety of musical entertainment. 
www.rydal.com.au.

Falkirk Farm Spring Spectacular, Oberon 
(12SEP, 06OCT): More than 2500 varieties 
of daffodils on display throughout the 2.5 
acre garden. www.falkirkfarm.com.au.
Mayfield Garden, Oberon (06OCT, 20-21OCT,
27-28OCT, 03-04NOV): One of the largest 
privately-owned cool climate gardens in the 
world, located within a 5000 acre working 
farm includes a maze, oak forest, walled 
potager, 80m cascade, extensive parterre 
gardens and more. Cost: $25 adults. 
www.mayfieldgarden.com.au.
Gairloch Open Garden Weekend, Oberon 
(20OCT, 27OCT, 03NOV): Cold climate 
garden features varied use of water, croquet 
lawn, timber and masonry structures, garden 
chess, vertical and parterre gardens, alpine 
phlox and blossom trees, metal artwork, 
birdlife, water features and hedging terracing. 
Visit www.oberonfestivals.com.au 

Canberra comes alive this spring with the 
25th anniversary of Australia’s largest flower 
festival – Floriade, which runs 15SEP-14OCT 
with the theme Style & Design.
Crowne Plaza Canberra is offering a special
Floriade package, including overnight 
accommodation in a superior room, buffet 
breakfast for two in Redsalt Restaurant, 
complimentary car parking, a two-for-one 
drink voucher in Binara One bar, and an 
exclusive welcome pack including a Pantone 
journal, sunscreen and bottled water, from 
A$250 per night*.
Partnering with local gourmet produce 
suppliers, the hotel will be offering 
complimentary food and wine tastings in the 
hotel’s atrium. In addition, the hotel’s F&B 
team have created two limited-edition, floral-
themed cocktails which will be available to 
guests during Floriade.
Located just a five-minute walk from the 
festival site at Commonwealth Park, Crowne 
Plaza Canberra is the closest hotel to Floriade 
and to ensure guests make the most of their 
Floriade experience, the hotel’s concierge 
desk will also be offering their personalised 
service equipped with maps, brochures and 
guides to the festival.

The package is valid for stays during 
Floriade’s duration. 
www.crowneplazacanberra.com.au/floriade.
*Terms and conditions apply. Subject to 
availability.



PACIFIC ISLANDS
Masi chosen as basis for new FJ livery

The Teteva explained

The Masi, sometimes known as tapa, has 
been chosen as the underlying theme of new 
brandmark for ‘Fiji Airways’ when Air 
Pacific undergoes its name change next year.
Designed by artist Makereta Matemosi, the 
brandmark originates from traditional Fijian 
Masi, the fibrous cloth made from the inner 
bark of the masi tree. 
The airline says the Masi embodies the spirit 
of the nation; it is something pure and hand-
made that truly reflects the Fijian people, 
their culture, and the airline’s transformation.
Central to the new Masi symbol is a 
distinctive Teteva motif, designed to 
represent spirituality, consideration of others, 
Fijian hospitality, and the connection that 
‘Fiji Airways’ will offer between Fiji’s 333 
islands and the rest of the world. 
Air Pacific boss Dave Pflieger says they 
decided that they wanted a new and distinctly 
Fijian symbol and brandmark that would help 

best represent the country while also ensuring 
the aircraft stood out at some of the world’s 
busiest international airports.  
“In short, we wanted a flying billboard for 
Fiji and its stunning 333 islands in the South 
Pacific,” said Pflieger.
“As Fiji’s national airline, we think the 
distinctive Masi symbol, the brandmark and 
their colour tones are a perfect fit with Fiji’s 
heritage, and the beauty and warmth of the 
Fijian people and the islands themselves.”
The airline’s A330 livery will be revealed on 
Fiji’s independence day 10OCT12, ahead of 
the arrival of the new fleet of A330s in MAR, 

The Teteva is the centrepiece of the Fiji 
Airways Masi. The motifs on traditional Masi 
have distinct meanings for the Fijian people 
and can be read and understood as a symbolic 
story. 
Fijian artist Makereta Matemose, who has a 
deep understanding of the symbols, explains: 
“The big circle has four crosses at four 
corners which indicate interconnection, just 
as ‘Fiji Airways’ connects people to the Fiji 
Islands. 
The inner circle reflects the spiritual values 
of the Fijian people - denoting the culture 
of caring and looking after each other as a 
community, just as the airline cares about its 

nation and strives to improve the quality of 
life for its people. 
The middle section of the Masi with sixteen 
petal shapes reflects people working hand-in-
hand to create a stronger nation, just as the 
men and women of Fiji Airways work as a 
team to create a stronger airline. 
The smaller circle inside reflects the Fijians’ 
friendly and welcoming nature to all visitors, 
and the airline’s role as Fiji’s proud 
ambassador to the world. 
Finally, the innermost part of the Teteva is the 
diamond, which is the most important part as 
it represents the love that the airline has for 
Fiji and all the customers it is privileged to 
serve.” 

PNG buys The Pearl, Deuba
The Pearl South Pacific Resort, Spa & 
Championship Golf Course has been 
acquired by the Papua New Guinea Mineral 
Resources Development Corporation & 
Petroleum Resources for F$32 million.
PNG Minister for Finance James Marape is 
quoted as saying “We have bought 200 acres 
of land here and we are looking at 
developing certain areas like the marina, 
beachfront, conference rooms and others so 
as to meet certain hospitality demands in the 
country.
“We have also seen potential in Fiji not only 
in politics but in culture as well.”

MAY, and NOV13.
By the end of 2013, the new ‘Fiji Airways’ 
brand will roll out across the marketplace, 
ticket offices, check-in counters, airport 
lounge facilities, and the airline’s official 
website.

ASIA

India famil opportunity
India specialist Exotic Travel and THAI 
Airways International are hosting an India 
Famil 14-22SEP.
The itinerary : Auckland – Bangkok (1 night) 
– Delhi – Mandawa (1 night) – Jaipur (2 
nights) – Agra (1 night) – Delhi (2 nights) – 
Bangkok – Auckland. 
The famil is based on twin share 
accommodation staying at:
Hotel Miracle, Bangkok
Castle, Mandawa
Hotel Jai Mahal Palace, Jaipur (above)
Hotel Taj Gateway, Agra
Hotel Taj Palace, Delhi
Detailed program on request.
Participation Fee: NZ$1450pp twin share, 
including all taxes, some meals, all entrances 
and heaps of fun. Indian Visa on own, either 
from NZ or on arrival for NZ passport 
holders.
Limited spaces available and priority will be 
given to agents supporting Exotic Holidays 
and TG.
Email urgently: rahul@exotic.net.nz

Vietnam & Indochina FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTE 
PHONE 0508 396 842

Exotic Holidays
Specialist Tour Operator

CLICK HERE TO GET 
OUR NEWSLETTER
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Best Wholesaler
International Product

This is a great achievement and honour 
for us to be recognized by our colleagues 
in the NZ Travel Industry Awards 2012.

A huge THANK YOU to our Brokers, 
agents, overseas partners and well-

wishers - this recognition makes us feel 
very humble and re-affirms that 

whatever we are doing - it is exceptional.

The Exotic Holidays team appreciate 
your valued support and 

encouragement, which has contributed 
to our success and we will continue to 
do our utmost to maintain the level of 

service, attention and competitiveness, as 
you would expect from the best.

For competitive quotes contact

0508 EXOTIC
info@exoticholidays.co.nz
www.exoticholidays.co.nz

FIT & Group Travel specialists to

India, Asia, Middle East & beyond

Luxury Vietnam with Classic Asia
This 10-day / 9-night Luxury Vietnam tour, 
by private vehicle with an Exotissimo guide, 
stays in the finest five star accommodation 
available in Vietnam. “The hotels are superb, 
not to mention the Violet Cruise, the crème 
de la crème of Halong Bay cruising,” says 
Classic Asia’s Marianne Mannering.
“I guess the main thing I’m trying to get 
across is that itineraries like these are flexible.  
I don’t think anyone has ever actually stuck 
to the exact itinerary because they have their 
own “boxes to tick” as far as their trip is 
concerned.  
“Each tour is tailormade to suit and each has 
a private guide who is at the clients’ disposal 
at all times, so different sightseeing options 
will often be added en route, etc.   This is 
purely to give some ideas of what’s possible.”
This itinerary begins with collection at Hanoi 
airport and transfer to the Sofitel Legend 
Metropole Hotel. From here on day 2 guests 
are collected for an insider’s view of Hanoi, 
Vietnam’s capital, with a walking tour, 
sampling street food with a food blogger at 
some of the city’s best culinary spots. Later 
they visit some of Hanoi’s oldest Buddhist 
and Taoist temples.
Day 3 involves a scenic drive into the 
countryside around Hanoi with visits to the 
ancient capital Hoa Lu and after lunch in Tam 
Coc town, taking a sampan ride on the  river, 
famous for its grottos and limestone karst 
mountains, and staying overnight at Emeralda 
Ninh Binh Resort.
On Day 4, there’s a drive through the 
Vietnamese countryside to Halong City for a 
two-night Violet Cruise on World Heritage-
listed Halong Bay.
On Day 6, guests are driven to the ancient 
port town of Hoi An for a walking tour and 

lunch before continuing to Hue.  There’s a 
visit to the Cham Museum in Danang 
before climbing over the ‘Pass of the Ocean 
Clouds’, arriving at La Residence Hotel & 
Spa in Hue for a two-night stay.
The time in the former imperial capital 
includes a morning cyclo tour to the Old 
City’s Tinh Tam Lake and Tay Loc Market, 
before being driven to see the ancient city’s 
finest sights.
Day 8 involves a flight to Ho Chi Minh City 
with comprehensive sightseeing of the former 
Saigon as pillion passengers on Vespa 
motorscooters.  The afternoon is spent 
strolling in the old quarter of the city before 
retiring for the evening at the Park Hyatt.
On Day 9, your clients board a private Song 
Xanh sampan to cruise the Mekong Delta, 
exploring colourful markets and special 
sights before dining by candlelight at a 19th 
century house, and overnighting aboard the 
Song Xanh boat.
The final day involves more sightseeing and 
a floating market visit before the sampan 
returns to Ho Chi Minh City, where a private 
car and driver are at the clients’ disposal until 
departure from Tan Son Nhat Airport.
For details, call Marianne Mannering at 
Classic Asia on 0942 81035 or email 
Marianne@classicasia.co.nz. 

Motor racing circuit for Bali
Balinese officials have reportedly agreed 
to the construction of a category two motor 
racing circuit, which backers hope will attract 
major events like MotoGP racing and V8 
Supercars.
According to Fox Sports, the track will be 
built about an hour from Denpasar.

Your gateway to China We know it like our own backyard bookings@acrossia.com
or call 09 309 1188

TravelMemo   20120824   24AUG12    Page 7

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=1169


Luxury breaks in Cambodia 
with bonus night offer 
On offer until 30SEP12, visitors can 
experience the best of Siem Reap and Phnom 
Penh with Raffles and its heritage hotels, 
each ideally located and full of French 
colonial charm mixed with local Cambodian 
cultural and historical references.
The Phnom Penh package offers three nights 
in the “Pearl of Asia”, staying at the city’s 
foremost hotel, Raffles Hotel Le Royal 
from US$270, including complimentary 3rd 
night, complimentary daily breakfast at Café 
Monivong; complimentary Wi-Fi access; and 
access to sauna, Jacuzzi and fitness centre.
Option:   For a Balcony Suite from US$550 
or a Colonial Suite from US$450
Email bookus.phnompenh@raffles.com.
The Siem Reap package includes a 3-night 
stay at Raffles Grand Hotel d’Angkor, from 
US$270. This includes complimentary 3rd 
night and daily champagne breakfast; 
complimentary unlimited Wi-Fi access; fresh 
tropical fruit platter in room, replenished 
daily; complimentary evening activities from 
7:15pm to 7:45pm; guaranteed late checkout 
till 3pm; Cambodian butler service; and 
access to sauna, Jacuzzi and fitness centre.
Option:   For a Personality Suite from 
US$510, a Cabana Suite from US$1000, or a 
Two Bedroom Villa from US$2900.
Email bookus.siemreap@raffles.com.

‘Must See’ Myanmar 
The Innovative Travel Co. is offering a new 
programme of travel to Asia’s next big tourist 
destination Myanmar (Burma). The iron fist 
rule of previous regimes means the country 
has been isolated from the western world 
until recently and is still refreshingly 
untouched by mass tourism.  The genuine
warmth of hospitality is obvious in the 
demonstrably gentle, engaging locals who 
also have a wonderful sense of humour.   
Be prepared to step also into a time warp 
where there is no such thing as an ATM, 

people still use horse & cart to get around 
and no-one will be able to track you down on 
your mobile phone.  
A fascinating history, strong traditions & rich 
culture, architectural delights and tucking 
into the wonderful local cuisine all combine 
to provide some unforgettable experiences 
and the reason for the fast growing 
interest in this amazing country, says 
Innovative Travel’s Robyn Galloway.  
FREEPHONE 0508 10011 or email 
www.innovative-travel.com 

HKTB launches new website
The Hong Kong Tourism Board has just 
launched a brand new website for the New 
Zealand market. Its design and layout 
improves the ease with which visitors can 
access information and includes fresh 
content.  www.DiscoverHongKong.com/nz.

Pandas for Singapore’s River Safari
Giant pandas Kai Kai and Jia Jia will star at 
Singapore’s River Safari and will be joined 
by two smaller red pandas - an endangered 
species.  Like their Chinese superstar name-
sakes, they share a fondness for bamboo 
and thrive in high-altitude forest habitats in 
central China.

Limited Collection tours with Explore
Explore’s ‘Limited Collection’ was launched 
in APR12 and its new and innovative tours, 
including the Tribes and Festivals of Southern 
China (priced from $2385pp), sold out in 
record time. 
The collection emphasises little-visited 
destinations, undiscovered festivals and 
special events, and one of the recent additions 
is a 14-day Sapporo Snow Festival tour.
Priced from $6239pp, it travels to the far 
north and south of Japan and visits the 
famous Sapporo Snow Festival, held for just 
one week every February and one of Japan’s 
most popular events, attracting around two 
million people every winter. 

The tour spends an entire day at the festival, 
allowing customers to admire the 400-plus 
illuminated snow statues and ice sculptures 
on display. They will also visit the annual 
Snow Light Path festival in Otaru, which sees 
the already snow covered town decorated 
with snow statues, lights and lanterns. In 
addition to this, the tour spends one night at a 
Japanese style inn, where customers can learn 
about the local etiquette, history and traditions
of the far north of Japan, from the locals 
themselves. 
For more information on Explore or this tour, 
click here and call Adventure World on 
0508 496 753. 

Mauritius unveils 
new swimming lagoon
Tamassa, an all-inclusive 4-star beach hotel 
in Mauritius, has announced the completion 
of extensive coastal improvement works 
resulting in a safe natural swimming area in 
the lagoon at Tamassa, and the rehabilitation 
of the beach into a signature cove. 
The Bel Ombre lagoon is almost 600m wide 
at Tamassa and is a unique marine ecosystem,
one of the most untouched and diverse in 
Mauritius. Its varied depth and natural 
conditions favour high diversity among coral 
(over 25 species), and countless species of 
colourful creatures. It is all within easy and 
safe reach for keen snorkellers, right outside 
the newly created swimming area in front of 
the resort, and particularly adapted to drift 
snorkelling.
Adventure World has packages staying at the 
Tamassa from $550pp twin share for 3 nights. 
For the details click here and call 
0508 496 753.

Freephone 0800 440 055
nzsales@odysseytravel.com.auOUT NOW: Shortlife fares to India: AKL-DEL/BOM from NZ$2061 RT FOR TRAVEL

DEC & JAN
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Cancun, Mexico

Visit California coming to town
Visit California says it will play cupid during 
its New Zealand Sales and Media Mission 
27AUG, helping the travel industry to 
discover their ideal travel match in the 
Golden State.
For its fourth series of travel training events 
in as many years, Visit California will bring 
a delegation of 20 California travel industry 
representatives to Auckland to educate and 
engage travel agents.
This year’s events feature a new sit-down 
dinner format that will include interactive 
“match-making” themed activities. California 
destinations will be presented as potential 
“matches” so that agents can better 
understand what each area has to offer and 
later fit that with the needs of their travel 
clients.
“Education and training is still the focus of 
our 2012 events, but we’ve added a quirky 

new twist to help agents understand which 
destinations and experiences are best suited 
to which travellers,” said Jo Palmer, 
Managing Director for Visit California, 
Australia and New Zealand.
The Visit California Sales and Media Mission 
travel training events are sold out, having 
reached their capacity in both Australia and 
New Zealand within a day of registration 
sites going live. 
“We’ve never had demand as high as this, 
and I think it is a sign of the appeal of the 
United States and California as a key 
destination for Australian and New Zealand 
travellers alike,” said Palmer.

Aeromexico developments
Aeromexico (AM), has recently commenced 
daily flights to Mexico City from Washington
D.C. and from Atlanta, and to Cancun from 
New York. All flights can now be found in 
the GDS.
In other recent news, Aeromexico and Air 
New Zealand have signed a ticketing 
agreement, meaning it is now possible to sell 
a through fare between NZ and Mexico. 
Agents should refer to the Air New Zealand 
table of add-ons for Mexico/Central/South 
America for full details. Currently, both 
carriers operate out of Terminal 2 at LAX, 
making connections extremely straightforward, 
says Aeromexico NZ rep, Chris Jones of 
Discover the World Marketing.

MID-EAST / AFRICA

&Beyond launches Ngala Tented Camp
The &Beyond Ngala Tented Camp in South 
Africa’s Kruger National Park has reopened 
after a rebuild.
Freshly refurbished, the camp’s six 
sophisticated safari tent suites feature outdoor 
shower, deep bath and private wooden deck.  
Peaceful and tranquil, the camp’s intimate 
new layout ensures that the tents are now 
more secluded from each other.
“We wanted to incorporate elements that 
draw on the beautiful bushveld landscape and 
grasslands, as well as the Shangaan culture 
prevalent in this region,” says the company’s 
interior designer, Nicole Merlot.  “This is 
reflected not only in the use of raw, organic 
materials, but also in the shapes and designs 
of the furniture, lighting and window and 
floor treatments.”
Each tent sits on a raised platform and was 
cleverly designed to incorporate existing 
trees, minimizing environmental impact and 
reflecting &Beyond’s ethos of sustainable 
luxury.  

Adventure World offers a 3-day / 2-night 
private lodge package priced from $1529pp 
share twin. This includes two nights’ 
accommodation at Ngala Tented Camp, all 
meals, house beverages, scheduled game 
activities and return road transfers from/to 
Hoedspruit Airport. 
For more information click here and call 
Adventure World on 0508 496 753.
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Wildebeest migration update
Within the last few days many zebra and 
wildebeest crossed from east to the west at the
main crossing points along the Mara River in 
Kenya. At present there are many wildebeest 
spread out across the plains surrounding 
Governor’s Camp, which still has some tents 
available for this year’s migration season.
Their 3-day / 2-night safari package is priced 
from $2045pp and includes two nights’ 
accommodation, all meals, schedules game 
activities, park fees and return airfares from 
Nairobi. 
If the great migration spectacle is on your 
clients’ bucket list, call Adventure World 
on 0508 496 753 to book their Governor’s 
migration safari. 

Phil Leishman hosts Omega Dubai Desert Golf Classic 2013
The Innovative Travel Co. is offering a tour 
to see the world’s elite golfers play at the 
Omega Dubai Classic in Dubai, hosted by 
Phil Leishman, renowned for his involvement 
in the broadcasting &  television industry
since 1970.  Phil is co-owner of sports 
production company ‘Sportsinc’ producing a 
variety of successful weekly sport entertain-
ment programmes including ‘The Golfclub’ 
(currently screening in more than 120 coun-
tries and 5 different languages).  The tour 
departs on 26JAN and provides many inclu-

sions such as 7-day entrance 
fees and hospitality package, 
accommodation at Le Royal 
Meridien Hotel, orientation
tour of Dubai, a Desert 
Safari & BBQ dinner, dinner 
at Armani Hotel in The Burj 

Khalifa, dinner at Jumeirah Beach Hotel, 
special farewell dinner, all breakfasts, 
transfers and more.  Click here for full 
details  and FREEPHONE 0508 100111 or 
email tours@innovative-travel.com 

Tongabezi Tree House re-opens 
Tongabezi Tree House - a romantic, luxury 
hideaway that sits perched on the main trunk 
of a giant African Ebony tree alongside the 
banks of Zambia’s Zambezi River - has just 
reopened after undergoing an extensive 
refurbishment. 
Spreading out over a sustainable pine deck 
that guarantees incredible views of the 
Zambezi River, and serviced by a personal 
valet, the Tree House’s king sized bed has a 

large, canopied mosquito net with air 
conditioning and the extensive space, 
decorated with Anatolian carpets, Asian 
chests and West African artwork, can also 
be used for private dining and lounging. The 
bathroom’s crowning glory is a perfectly 
positioned claw footed bath.
Adventure World offers Tongabezi Tree 
House 2-night packages from $1,475pp twin 
share. Call 0508 496 753.

South Africa savings
World Journeys is offering 
savings on a 6-night Cape 
Town & Kruger package, valid 
for travel 01NOV – 20DEC12.  
Now priced from $1742pp 
based on two persons sharing, 
this includes airport transfers 
and 4 nights in Cape Town with breakfast 
daily; return road transfers Hoedspruit 
Airport – Imbali Safari Lodge; and 2 nights 
in a luxury suite at Imbali Safari Lodge 
(within world renowned Kruger National 

Park) including all meals and safari activities.  
Flights and tipping are additional.  Call 0800 
117311 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

TravelMemo   20120824   24AUG12    Page 10

www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/africa/eastern-africa/kenya/tours/governors-main-camp/ 
http://www.innovativetravel.co.nz/special_group_tours/omega_dubai_desert_golf_classic_with_phil_leishman
www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/africa/southern-africa/zambia/tours/tongabezi-sindabezi-private-hideaway/
www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/africa/southern-africa/zambia/tours/tongabezi-sindabezi-private-hideaway/


EUROPE

 

RUSSIA - 2013 RIVER CRUISE 
Great Value 3 Star cruises   

 

Full details from Beyond Travel - Local call: 0800 550 065 - E: info@beyondtravel.com.au 

 

VOLGA CLASSIC 
 

10 & 11 day river cruises 
Moscow to St Petersburg 

 

 From only $1,420NZD pp 
 

Great value 3-star cruises aboard 
comfortable vessels including all 

meals sightseeing, lectures & taxes! 
 

Single cabins from only $2,130 
 

Triple cabins from only  $1,325 
 

 

 Family Safari deal 
World Journeys is offering what they say is 
a “fabulous value” Family Safari for travel 
01NOV-15DEC12.  The 9-night Cape Town, 
Garden Route & Eastern Cape Safari is now 
priced from $2,450 per adult and $416 per 
child, based on 2 adults and 2 children (under 
12 yrs) sharing in Family rooms.  Price 
includes airport transfers, 4 nights luxury 
apartment in Cape Town; 6 days car rental; 
1 night in Oudtshoorn and 2 nights Knysna 
(with breakfasts) on the Garden Route; plus 2 
nights on safari in Kariega Game Reserve (all 
meals and safari activities included).  Flights 

and tipping are additional.  Call 0800 117311 
or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Russian Soyuz launch viewing
Odyssey Travel, which operates tours for the 
mature market, is offering the opportunity to 
join a unique small group program to learn 
about the history of the USSR space program.  
Tour highlights include: 
..  attending the International Space Station 
Crew press conference 
..  exploring Baikonur Cosmodrome facilities, 
including the museum and the Gagarin Start 
launch pad, where the original Sputnik 
satellite launches took place 

..  witness the process before, during and 
after the launch of the Soyuz rocket 
..  visit Moscow’s Kremlin 
..  enjoy a full day at Star City to visit the 
Yuri Gagarin Cosmonaut training centre. 
Odyssey’s Russian Space Launch educational 
tour 08-17OCT12 commences in Moscow 
and includes 9 nights twin share accommoda-
tion, return economy flights from Moscow 
to Baikonur, taxes, 6 breakfasts, 4 lunches 
and 8 dinners, all touring by comfortable and 
modern coach, field trips, services of a 
Program Leader from Australia, services of 
local and specialist guides, visa processing 
fees, service charges and gratuities.   
The fully-inclusive price (excl. international 
airfare) is NZ$14,860 (Single supplement is 
an additional NZ$1,467).  Places are strictly 
limited and will be offered on a first-come, 
first-served basis on this unique small group 
tour.
Freephone 0800 440 055 or email 
nzsales@odysseytravel.com.au

Irish artistry at Foxford Woollen Mills 
Set in the County Mayo’s lakelands, Foxford 
Woollen Mills showcases Ireland’s art of 
weaving.
The mill’s throws and linens have been 
admired worldwide by those with an eye for 
quality for most of its 130-year existence.
Founded in 1892, when the Sisters of Charity 
convent joined a local mill owner to provide 
jobs in one of Ireland’s most remotely scenic 
areas, Foxford Woollen Mills is a miracle of 
Irish enterprise. 
Today’s visitor experience includes an award-
winning visitor’s centre, the free tour, a shop 
full of woven creations, and the Gourmet 
Café, where one of Ireland’s finest young 
chefs crafts fine cuisine with local ingredients. 
Visitors are taken right through the working 
mill to witness every stage of the design and 
to learn about the skills involved and how 

traditional techniques 
are still used today. 
Mayo is one of Ireland’s
most dramatically 
diverse counties, with 
wonders in every 
direction, including 
the ‘holy mountain’ of 
Croagh Patrick. 
Cong and Quiet Man 
country is a scenic 
drive south and the 
nearby historic estate 

town of Westport was recently voted one of 
the best places to live in Ireland. 
www.discoverireland.com   
www.foxfordwoollenmills.com
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Our Rose of Tralee
There was an emotional pre-Rose of Tralee 
moment for the New Zealand Rose Alana 
Marshall from New Plymouth, when she was 
presented with a Certificate of Irish Heritage 
at Croke Park, Dublin.
Alana, whose great great grandfather, Michael
Flanagan, left Ennis, Co. Clare for New 
Zealand in 1864, was among fifteen overseas 
Roses who gathered on the Etihad Skyline for 
the celebratory event.
Sporting the Clare jersey, Alana is seen here 
being presented with her certificate by leading 
Kerryman, Dick Spring. at the stadium.  
The Certificate of Irish Heritage is an official 
recognition of a person’s Irish ancestry by the 
Government of Ireland. Anyone in Ireland 
can give one of these certificates to their 
relatives or contacts overseas, as a permanent 
reminder of the deep emotional ties which 
link Irish families and communities together. 
Each Certificate is a personal record of the 
recipient’s Irish roots, showing the name of 
their Irish ancestor and the town or parish in 
Ireland from which they came.  They are
 issued by the Government of Ireland, at a 
fee of €40.  Some ancestor information is 
required to obtain the official Certificate.  
See www.heritagecertificate.ie 

Rail Plus adds Spanish, Indian and African adventures 

2013

Great  
train journeys

world
of the  

Europe Asia North & South America Africa India New Zealand Australia 

www.railplus.com.au/co.nz

Spanish horses, Indian palaces and Namibian
sand dunes are among the new experiences
featured in Rail Plus’ latest Great Rail 
Journeys brochure, now being distributed to 
travel agents across New Zealand. 
The 2013 program features the world’s most 
celebrated rail trips, and along with famous 
experiences like the Venice Simplon - Orient 
Express, Golden Eagle Trans Siberian and 
The Royal Scotsman, agents will find a 
selection of lesser-known but equally 
memorable voyages, including the romantic
Danube Express and the exotic Journey 
through Central Asia: The Three ‘Stans.
In addition, the latest brochure features four 
new journeys:
..  Al Andalus - a six-day luxury journey 
through Southern Spain exploring Andalusian 
art, cuisine and culture, including Berber 
palaces, dancing horses and the legendary 
flamenco.
..  The Indian Maharaja - an 8-day voyage 
between Mumbai and Delhi offering 
excursions to Udaipur’s spectacular City 
Palace, the Amber Fort in Jaipur and the Taj 
Mahal in Agra, as well as a jungle safari in 
Sawai Madhopur.
..  Shongololo Express - a beautiful Heritage 
Train that treks across southern Africa 
carrying its own air-conditioned mini buses 
and professional tour guides; four unique 
itineraries traverse South Africa, Lesotho, 
Swaziland, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
Botswana and Zambia.
..  The Sunlander - one of Australia’s great 
rail adventures follows Queensland’s coast as 
it travels from Brisbane to the Tropical North.

Rail Plus General Manager New Zealand 
Alka Thapar says the new brochure also 
provides details on new itineraries being 
offered in 2013 by some of the program’s 
most popular trains. 
“Rocky Mountaineer, for instance, now 
travels south to Seattle several times each 
year, while the Venice Simplon - Orient 
Express is set to visit Scandinavia,” Thapar 
says.
To help travel agents understand the unique 
features of each journey, Rail Plus is also 
now offering more detailed information on 
each itinerary, as well as additional images of 
train interiors. 
www.railplus.co.nz.

Jetconnect a loss-maker
Matt O’Sullivan, aviation writer at the Sydney 
Morning Herald reports that the Qantas trans-
Tasman flying business Jetconnect is losing 
money even though it has a similar cost base 
to competitor Air New Zealand because of 
tough competition on the Tasman.
Word that the New Zealand subsidiary’s 
financial health came out at a recent hearing
before the industrial umpire Fair Work 
Australia.
While Qantas does not disclose the 
performance of Jetconnect in its accounts, 
Qantas’s then head of commercial, Rob 
Gurney, revealed that the subsidiary was 
“incurring losses because of the fundamental 
dynamics of the market, and even though it 
has a cost structure comparable with Air New 
Zealand ... it is losing money”.
Jetconnect pays its pilots and cabin crew 
“New Zealand rates of pay”, which are 
substantially lower than those for their 
Australian-based counterparts.
“The commercial dynamics of these markets 
are such that these are loss-making enterprises, 
even given the cost structures that are in 
place today,” Mr Gurney told Fair Work 
commissioners.
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Jetstar Olympic Sale fares 
sell in record time 
It took just two hours last week for 1,560 
Jetstar $12 fares on selected routes across 
its domestic New Zealand network to sell. 
They were on offer via the airline’s Facebook 
account and its JetMail customer newsletter 
in recognition of the record haul of medals 
the Kiwi Olympic team snared at the London 
Games. 
In the lead up to the Games, Jetstar 
announced it would offer 120 fares at $12 for 
every medal the Kiwi team took home. 
Auckland – Christchurch and Auckland – 
Wellington were the most popular routes.
Jetstar is also providing travel support for the 
New Zealand Olympic Team as they share 
their success with Kiwis in a special Welcome 
Home Tour this Friday in Christchurch. A 
Jetstar aircraft featuring the New Zealand 
Olympic logo will fly team members south 
for the celebration in Hagley Park.

MICE btn reports that a new survey shows 
the longest distance from a UK airport 
terminal entrance to furthest departure gate is 
at London Gatwick at 1.12 miles.
The Direct Line study claims China’s Beijing 
Capital airport has the longest distance at two 
miles.

Qantas signs Miranda Kerr
The Australian Financial Review reports that 
Qantas has signed supermodel Miranda Kerr 

for a new 
domestic ad 
campaign 
promoting 
Qantas Club 
lounges and 
will probably 
feature in 
other Qantas 
campaigns in 
the next year.

JAL upgrades its seating
Japan Airlines has unveiled plans to install 
newly-designed seats in every cabin class on 
its international fleet of Boeing 777-300ER 
aircraft.
The new seats will debut on the daily service 
between Tokyo-Narita and London-Heathrow 
from JAN13, and will progressively be 
expanded to New York-JFK and mainly on 
other long-haul Europe and North America 
routes in JAL’s network.
The JAL flagship 777-300ER aircraft will 
be configured with 8 First, 49 fully flat beds 
in Business, 40 Premium Economy and 135 
Economy Class seats. 
Economy and Premium Economy seats will 
offer a greater pitch, and wider TV screens 
will be installed in all premium cabins.
Subsequently, JAL will introduce the latest 
full-flat Business Class beds on its fleet of 
Boeing 767-300ERs, followed by a complete 
renewal of seats in every other class of travel 
commencing from the second half of 2013.

Win an A380 delivery flight experience 
Singapore Airlines has launched a contest for 
a once-in-a-lifetime chance to be on the 
delivery flight of SIA’s 19th Airbus A380 
from Toulouse, France in early September.
The winner of the lucky draw and a guest 
will be flown to Airbus’ headquarters in 
Toulouse from any point in the SIA network. 
In Toulouse, the pair will enjoy two nights’ 
accommodation, a half-day tour of the city 
and dinners hosted by SIA and Airbus. They 
will also be treated to an exclusive tour of 
Airbus’ production centre, before boarding 
the superjumbo aircraft for its delivery flight 
to Singapore.
Being on a delivery flight is a unique experi-
ence usually restricted to a small number of 
cabin and technical crew, as well as a handful 

of other SIA staff involved in accepting the 
aircraft. The operational nature of the flight 
means service is limited, but its exclusive 
nature offers a sneak peek into the real 
workings of the airline industry. 
To qualify for the draw, contestants must own 
a passport on SIAJourneys.com. Those who 
currently do not have an existing passport 
may create one on the microsite. The contest 
ends on 28AUG12 and the winner will be 
chosen from those with valid passports. 
More details are available on 
www.SIAJourneys.com.
SIA was the First to Fly the A380 in 2007, 
with an inaugural flight to Sydney on 25 
October 2007. 

Canton Route expansion planned
China Southern Airlines is reportedly 
considering operating an Airbus A380 on its 
Sydney-Guangzhou (CAN)-London route, 
dubbed the “Canton Route.”
The airline currently operates a twice daily 
service from Sydney using A330s and the 
load factor is described by CZ as “very 
satisfying.”
“We are now exploring the possibility of 
operating the A380 on this route, which 
means we can operate a triple-daily service. 

But we have to study if the market will be big 
enough to digest this capacity,” CZ CEO Tan 
Wangeng said at a media briefing in 
Guangzhou.
ATW Daily News was told by Tan that China 
Southern plans to expand its Canton Route 
to other European hubs, including Paris and 
Amsterdam to fully connect Europe with 
Oceania.
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CRUISE NEWS

Book your client’s 2013 cruise now with Early Advantage Savings
Planning in advance pays off, especially when it’s with 

Holland America Line 

Take advantage of reduced rates worldwide, including Europe or 
South America cruises and Alaska CruiseTours.

By booking their 2013 cruise now, they’ll receive Early Advantage 
benefits that include free upgrades to outside or balcony staterooms, 
reduced 2013 Europe fares and the best stateroom selection.

Add a friend or family member and they’ll also enjoy free or reduced 
cruise fares for 3rd /4th guests sharing your stateroom (taxes additional)

Travel agent 
wanted

We are seeking a senior travel 
consultant to join our team 
at our Remuera agency. 
Cruise experience pref.
Flexible hours available.

Min 3 yrs experience.
email:  peter@travcorp.co.nz 

with resumé.

Three P&O World Cruises in 2014
P&O Cruises is offering three world cruises 
for 2014, collectively visiting 81 unique 
destinations in 41 countries. The Arcadia and 
Aurora are both sailing full world circumnav-
igations while Adonia is cruising specifically 
in Asia. All sail roundtrip from Southampton.
In addition to the three world cruises, there 
are 16 voyages to and from Australia and 
New Zealand on Aurora and Arcadia.
The Arcadia World Circumnavigation departs 
from Southampton on 10JAN14, sailing 
west via the Caribbean and West Coast USA 
before sailing to Australasia via French 
Polynesia, then on to Indonesia, India, the 
Middle East and the Mediterranean. 
The Aurora World Cruise departs from 
Southampton on 04JAN14, also sailing west 
via the Caribbean and San Francisco before 
sailing to Asia via Honolulu, New Zealand 
and Australia, then on to India and South 
Africa. 
The Adonia Asian Grand Adventure departs 
from Southampton on 07JAN14, sailing east 
via the Mediterranean and Middle East before 

an intensive exploration of Asia. Highlight 
ports of call include Petra, Malacca, Manila, 
Hiroshima, Hong Kong, Sihanoukville, 
Langkawi and Mumbai. New ports of call 
include Fujairah in the UAE, Yangon in 
Burma, Port Blair in Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, Kuching in Borneo and Puerto 
Princesa in the Philippines. Extended calls 
in Port Said (for Cairo and the Pyramids), 
Dubai and Safaga (for Luxor and Valley of 
the Kings) are also scheduled. 

Francis Travel Marketing says that space 
on European Christmas cruises with 
Luftner is still available, but selling fast. 
Click here for the flyer and call them on 
09-444 2298 for the best available price.

Carnival Europe 2013 
brochure now available
Carnival Cruise Lines’ 2013 Europe brochure 
is available from Francis Travel Marketing.
It contains Carnival’s widest array of 
European itineraries ever, with Carnival 
Legend offering a huge choice of options, 
including cruises from London to the 
Norwegian fjords, the Baltic, Mediterranean 
and British Isles in 2013.  Not to mention the 
Mediterranean cruises departing from Venice 
and Barcelona.
Click here for a PDF copy or call FTM on 
09-444 2298 for a print copy.

HAL Early Advantage savings for 2013
Take advantage of reduced rates worldwide, 
including Europe or South America cruises 
and Alaska CruiseTours with Holland America 
Line’s Early Advantage savings.
By booking your client’s 2013 cruise now, 
they’ll receive Early Advantage benefits that 
include free upgrades to outside or balcony 
staterooms, reduced 2013 Europe fares and 
the best stateroom selection.
If they bring a friend or family member along 

they’ll also enjoy free or reduced cruise fares 
for 3rd /4th guests sharing their stateroom 
(taxes additional)
Click here to download the sample sailings 
flyer and call Francis Travel Marketing on 
09-444 2298.
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Odyssey Travel is a university based not-for-profit organisation offering New Zealand and Australia’s 
most comprehensive educational tours, providing worldwide experiences for those mature travellers 

who are keen to blend a love of travel with a thirst for knowledge. 

Freephone 0800 440 055
nzsales@odysseytravel.com.au
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3-9 September 2012 

Take part in the inaugural 
National Cruise Week 

Promotion

31 x Cruise Lines participating

Already an ICCA Member? 
Click here for more details

Not an ICCA Member 
Click here to join NOW

Exclusive Member Offers
Cruising worldwide

One week ONLY

Book between
19-25 August*

and receive

Up to US 200 
 onboard credit*

Half price deposits*

Click here 
for more 

Hurry, 
1 week 

only!only!

W E L C O M E  T O 
N E W  Z E A L A N D’S 

Flagship

P&O Cruises sustainability report 
P&O Cruises yesterday released its third annual 
Sustainability Report covering activities and 
achievements in 2011 in addressing its 
environmental, economic and social impact in 
Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands. 
In addition to marking 80 years of cruising from 
Australia to the Pacific Islands, the report 
emphasised P&O Cruises’ commitment to 
sustainable tourism with the increasing number 
of cruise ship visits to island destinations. 
Ann Sherry, CEO of Carnival Australia, which 
operates P&O Cruises, launched the report 
in Auckland at a major presentation, which 
included community and tourism leaders at the 
forefront of tourism initiatives in the Pacific 
Islands. 
“Our partnerships with island communities and 
our commitment to sustainable tourism are now 
fundamental to the way we do business,” Ms 
Sherry said. 
“We live it every day by minimising our 
environmental footprint and helping to safe-
guard the vibrant island cultures that are so vital 
to our passengers’ cruise experience.” 
P&O Cruises’ increased number of cruise ship 

visits highlighted the cruise industry’s general 
expansion in which New Zealand recorded a 
32% increase in cruise passengers to nearly 
56,500 in 2011. 
In 2011, P&O Cruises recorded increases of 
27.5% in passengers, 44% in passenger cruise 
days, 31% in nautical miles travelled, 30% in 
port calls and 40% in unique shore tours across 
its full cruise operations. 
According to the Sustainability Report, P&O 
Cruises’ progress in minimising its environmental 
footprint included. 
- A 14% reduction in carbon emissions per 
passenger per cruise day 
- A 5% reduction in fuel used per available lower 
berth per kilometre 
- A 33% reduction in black water discharged to 
sea per person per day 
At the presentation, Ms Sherry welcomed Elodie 
Jaunay from Noumea, Omayra Naisseline from 
Mare, Rika Hotere from Isle of Pines and Johnson 
Sausiara from Port Vila describing them as “the 
champions who have recognised and seized the 
economic opportunities of cruise tourism.”

Carnival’s Ann Sherry with TIA 
chief executive Martin Snedden

The P&O Cruises luncheon at 
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HOSPITALITYCruise the Treasure Islands of Auckland
Island Escape Cruises has 
three 5-night cruises out of 
Auckland, 16DEC12, 06JAN 
and 13JAN13, exploring the 
Hauraki Gulf, taking in its 
vineyards, wildlife sanctuaries, 
historic places, myriad islands 
and beaches.
Guests live luxuriously aboard 
MV Island Passage, with 
gourmet food, fine wines and 
five star comfort. 
Priced from $2495pp share 
twin, there’s also an option to 
extend pre- and post-cruise 
with two nights at the Sebel 
Suites at Auckland’s Viaduct, 
at $2795pp.
Click here to download the 
flyer and call Francis Travel 
Marketing at 09-444 2298.

Spend Valentines Day in Bali aboard Silver Shadow
For romantics, Silversea is offering a 
Valentine’s Day all-inclusive cruise to Bali 
aboard the intimate 382-guest Silver Shadow.
It will be complimentary French Champagne 
all the way, when Silver Shadow departs 
Sydney on 01FEB13 on a 14-day sailing 
to Bali via the Whitsundays and Hamilton 
Island, Cairns (overnight), Thursday Island, 
Darwin, Larantuka and Komodo in Indonesia, 
arriving in Bali on Valentine’s Day 14FEB. 
Guests spend Valentine’s night on board, 
before disembarking on 15FEB. 
All inclusive fares from US$5,999pp double 
occupancy, in an ocean view Vista Suite.
On 15FEB a 10-day cruise departs Bali 
travelling through the Indonesian archipelago 

to Singapore and is priced from US$4,499pp 
double occupancy.
Silversea will add onboard spending credits 
of US$1000 per suite to each of these 
separate Bali sailings on Silver Shadow.
Combine these two cruises into a 24-day 
Sydney - Singapore voyage and save an extra 
5%. All-inclusive fares start from US$9974, 
with US$1,500 per suite onboard spending 
credit.*
Call 0800 701 427 
or visit www.silversea.com
*Maximum Onboard Spending Credit for 
any voyage is US$1500 per suite.

Peppers adds Carrington Resort 

Dynasty Hotel Group appoints CEO
Dynasty Hotel Group (DHG) which operates Heritage Hotel 
Management in New Zealand has announced the appointment
of Graham Yan, formerly Chief Financial Officer of the 
Group, to the new position of Chief Executive Officer (CEO). 
Based in Auckland, he will be responsible for the overall 
management of DHG, overseeing both the Group’s hotel 
management and property investment portfolio. 
Mr Yan will report to the DHG Managing Director, Mr 
Jeffrey Tang, supported by the newly appointed Deputy 
Managing Director, Ms Ho Chai Kun, who has also recently 
been promoted from Executive Director of the Group.

Graham Yan

Peppers continues to expand its network of 
luxury retreats and resorts in New Zealand 
announcing the addition of The Carrington 
Resort – a golf resort offering lodge and villa 
accommodation; vineyard and cellar door; 
and extensive conference and event facilities 
located on the Karikari Peninsula in North-
land, four hours north of Auckland.  
To be known as Peppers Carrington Resort, 
it will be the third addition to the network in 
2012 with Peppers Parehua Martinborough
and Peppers Awaroa Lodge joining the 
portfolio earlier this year, bringing the total to 
seven across New Zealand.
Carrington Resort offers 10 lodge rooms and 
14 three bedroom villas.  Each lodge room 
opens onto a wide verandah with views to 
the ocean, golf course or native bush and 
vineyard, while the two-storey villas offer 
a central wood burning fireplace, verandahs 
overlooking the golf course and Pacific 
Ocean plus a fully equipped kitchen. 

The resort has a fine dining restaurant, library; 
two tennis courts; heated infinity pool and 
gym; canoes; a fully equipped Olympic 
standard skeet shooting range; plus 4km of 
private white sand beach. 
The resort is offering a ‘Captivating Coastal 
Escape’ package from $495 per couple per 
night including accommodation in a lodge 
room, breakfast for two, dinner for two, a 
welcome bottle of wine, plus unlimited golf 
(valid to 31OCT12, subject to availability).  
Visit www.carrington.co.nz for details. 
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PEARL’S PEARLER
A hen is just an egg’s way 
of ensuring another egg.

INDUSTRY

Top end retreat for Queen Charlotte Sound
The Sounds Retreat, an upscale property 
with one guest suite, has officially opened 
for business in the Queen Charlotte Sound, 
Marlborough.
Hosts Anne and Tony Brooker say the location
showcases New Zealand’s best assets in one 
place.  
“We chose to create a luxury experience in 
The Queen Charlotte Sound as guests are 
spoilt for choices for both landscapes and 
activities,” says Tony Brooker.  “Here, you 
can watch a pod of dolphins from your deck, 
spend the day wine-tasting, relax on a sandy 
beach and indulge in some of the fine dining 
opportunities. For a more active stay, you can 
kayak The Sound, walk or bike the Queen 
Charlotte Track, not to mention the excellent 
fishing, hunting or boating excursions.  It’s 
all here…”  
These experiences are also available in a 
series of commissionable packages.
The guest suite is open-plan, with private 
access or through the main house, allowing 
guests to choose the desired level of privacy 

or interaction. 
The guest suite living space features 
panoramic views through glass doors leading 
to a spacious deck overlooking native bush 
and water.
Features include King Bed, large ensuite 
bathroom with bath tub, rain shower and 
heated floor, spacious outdoor decks with 
heaters, a private hot tub, Nespresso machine, 
coffee & tea making facilities, fully stocked 
fridge with alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
beverages, snacks and handmade chocolates, 
Plasma TV with Satellite and Apple TV, iPod 
dock with iPod, free Wi-Fi internet, Direct 
Dial phone and complete guest laundry 
facilities.
Guests receive a personalised and bespoke 
menu each morning, and the opening 
special rate starting at $1250 per night for 
two people, includes breakfast and a three-
course dinner each evening, alcoholic and 
non-alcoholic beverages, and complimentary 
massages.  
www.thesoundsretreat.co.nz

Adventure World’s Exotic 
Asia and India Roadshow 
reminder 
Agents are reminded to register for 
the upcoming Adventure World Exotic 
Asia and India Roadshow.
To be held in Tauranga on 10SEP and 
Auckland on 11SEP, the Roadshow 
offers agents the opportunity to 
sample the sights, sounds, flavours and 
even the tastes of these destinations, as 
Adventure World will provide dinner 
during the evening.   
The series will be hosted by AW 
representatives, accompanied by a 
selection of its ground partners and 
suppliers, including Adventure World 
India, Cathay Pacific, Exotissimo, 
Tauck, Accor and Tourism Malaysia. 
There will also be an impressive 
selection of special deals, incentives 
and prizes available exclusively to 
agents attending the events, with details 
on these to be released closer to the 
date.
Tauranga: Mon 10SEP, 5.30-8.30pm - 
My Choice Indian Bistro, 20 Wharf St, 
Tauranga Central 
Auckland: Tue 11SEP, 5.30-8.30pm - 
Imperial Sichuan Restaurant, 
164 Parnell Rd.
Agents yet to register can secure their 
spot by clicking here.
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