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Fund tourism to grow 
Wellington economy –TIA

Cutting investment in destination marketing or visitor infrastruc-
ture is not an efficient or effective way to encourage economic 
growth in Wellington, according to the Tourism Industry 
Association New Zealand (TIA).
TIA is urging Wellington City Council to maintain its current level 
of funding to both Positively Wellington Tourism (PWT) and Te 
Papa.
In its submission to the council’s Draft Long Term Plan 2012-2022, 
TIA says it does not support the proposed reduction in funding for 
PWT’s Australia marketing campaign.
“Reducing this investment from $1 million a year to $800,000 
simply doesn’t make sense. Australian arrivals into Wellington 
have increased 21% in the 24 months since the activity launched 
in March 2010. Australia is Wellington’s number one international 
visitor market and that marked growth has been key to buffering 
the industry from a tough few years,” says TIA Sector Manager – 
Hotels, Rachael Shadbolt.
TIA notes the campaign is entirely funded from the Downtown City 
Levy, which many TIA Wellington member hotels contribute to. 
A mid-sized hotel of about 150 rooms contributes about $33,000 a 
year to this fund and there are about 10 hotels this size or larger in 
the Downtown area.                                                        .... Cont p2

http://www.koreanair.com
www.thetravelbrokers.co.nz/careerpack
http://www.nztravelbrokers.co.nz
http://www.topdog.co.nz
http://www.classicasia.co.nz/st_kamalaya.html
http://www.innovativetravel.co.nz/croisi_cruising___europe/vietnam
www.thetravelbrokers.co.nz/careerpack
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Fund tourism to grow Wellington economy –TIA  ... Cont from p1

Tourism operators to benefit from Auckland budget
Greater numbers of tourists are expected to 
choose Auckland as a destination over the 
next decade after the approval of key initia-
tives in the council’s first Long-term Plan.
Adopted by Auckland Council’s Strategy and 
Finance Committee, projects include the Shed 
10 cruise ship terminal.
Committee Chair Penny Webster says recent 
work enhancing Auckland’s city centre has 
transformed the area.

transforming and vibrant town centre will 
be a beacon for visitors, we will also want to 
encourage people to take advantage of the 
wealth of places to visit across the whole 
region.”
Boosting tourism and the Auckland economy 
through hosting major events is another 
focus, with ATEED planning to invest in 
projects like the World Masters Games 2017.

Tasman questions value of tourism funding
The Tasman District Council intends to 
review its financial support to the region’s 
tourism industry and is looking at a staged 
exit from its annual commitment to Nelson 
Tasman Tourism. 
The RTO is owned by Tasman council and the 
Nelson City Council and its annual $422,236
Funding contribution helps promote the area 
and subsidise information centres. 
The Nelson Mail reports that the Tasman 
council’s share is funded through a $23.55 
annual rate on property owners. 
During its long term plan meeting last week, 
councillors decided to continue tourism 
funding this year, but will review it in the 
lead-up to next year’s annual plan. 
Tasman deputy mayor Tim King told the 
council meeting the review was about 
“reviewing the financing of tourism by rate-
payers”. 
Councillor Judene Edgar said the review 
would signal the council’s exit from funding 
tourism sooner rather than later. 
Councillor Trevor Norris said ratepayers 
already spent heavily on tourism-focused 
infrastructure, such as Tasman’s Great Taste 
Cycle Trail, and could ill-afford a further 
$400,000 a year. 
After the meeting, Mayor Richard 
Kempthorne told the paper most ratepayers 
who submitted on the issue opposed funding 
the region’s tourism industry. 
The review would explore if funding infor-
mation centres and destination marketing 
benefited the general ratepayer, he said. 
Nelson Tasman Tourism chief executive 
Lynda Keene told The Nelson Mail any 

withdrawal of its funding would have a 
significant impact on NTT, which punched 
above its weight as a destination marketer. 
Each council contributes about $400,000 to 
NTT, with a similar amount funded from the 
private tourism sector. 
Nelson Mayor Aldo Miccio is quoted as say-
ing any withdrawal of funding by its joint 
shareholder in the marketing company would 
impact on how the city funded it. 
“We would have to consider whether we keep 
the funding the same, decrease or increase it.” 
He said NTT had “got some wins on the 
board in attracting people to the region and 
promoting the brand. 
“We would not like to take a backward step 
now.” 

Old Ghost, 
Motu Trails open
John Dunn, Programme Manager 
for the New Zealand Cycle Trail and 
Jonathan Kennet, author of Classic 
New Zealand Mountain Bike Rides, 
last week travelled south to have a 
close look at the Old Ghost Road 
Trail on the northern West Coast.  
Read their update on the trail here.
John Dunn also attended the 
opening of the Motu Trails at 
Opotiki and his report can be read 
here.
 www.nzcycletrail.com.  

“Off the back of last year’s 
successful Rugby World Cup 
2011, and with the expansion 
of Auckland’s waterfront, now 
is the perfect time to ensure as 
many holidaymakers as 
possible choose Auckland as 
their destination. 
“And while Auckland’s 

TIA also backed the continuation of the 
$200,000 annual investment in attracting 
long-haul airlines to Wellington.
“The removal of this funding will mean 
PWT is no longer able to continue the 
good progress made in this area,” Ms 
Shadbolt says.
TIA opposed any reduction in council 
funding to Te Papa as this would affect 
Wellington’s ability to grow its visitor 
economy, she says. The museum is 
Wellington’s most popular visitor 
attraction and its ability to attract 
appealing exhibitions is vital to 
encouraging both international and 
domestic travellers to the city.
The association supports the proposal 

to invest $4 million to fund the refit of an 
alternative conference venue while the 
Wellington Town Hall is closed for earth-
quake strengthening.
“The meetings and conventions market 
is critical to Wellington, providing hotels 
with a constant flow of high yielding guests 
throughout the year. In 2011, convention 
business equated to 8% of all hotel rooms 
sold, or 62,334 rooms,” Ms Shadbolt says.
“It is also a lucrative tourism sector worth 
about $100 million to Wellington each 
year. It’s vital that an attractive alternative 
conference venue is available, otherwise 
Wellington runs the risk of losing business 
to other regions and even other countries.”

http://www.nzcycletrail.com/news-media/trail-talk-old-ghost-road
http://www.nzcycletrail.com/news-media/motu-trails-grand-opening-sunday-20-may-2012
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World BMX Champs 
for Auckland
The Stuff website reports that 
Auckland will host the 2013 
world BMX championships 
indoors at Vector Arena 25-
28JUL, and organiser Jane 
Patterson said there was a lot 
of interest around next year’s 
event. 
“We received a tremendous 
response in particular from 
France, Colombia and USA 

Comprehensive listings
by activity & destination CLICK HERE

Wai Ora Spa New Zealand tops International Spa Awards
The Day Spa at Wai Ora Lakeside Spa Resort 
has just been announced as the New Zealand 
winner across three categories of the 2012 
World Luxury Spa Awards and the finalist in 
the two remaining categories.
The Rotorua-based spa was placed first for 
Best Luxury Spa Destination, Best Luxury Spa 
Group and Best Luxury Mineral Springs Spa 
and was runner-up in the categories for Best 
Luxury Day Spa and Best Luxury Spa Resort, 

with these two awards both being won by a 
spa in the Bay of Islands.
This is the second year in a row that Wai 
Ora Spa has won and they remain the only 
Rotorua-based spa to win or be a finalist.
The awards are run by the same organisation 
that holds the World Luxury Hotel Awards 
each year, with both of these seen as the 
highest accolade in luxury hotels and luxury 
spas.

Rotorua’s Tourism Internship programme
An Internship Development Grant has been 
created by Rotorua Tourism Committee 
chairman Tony Marks and its first recipient 
Scott Zhang was awarded last week.
The $2500 grant acknowledges the time and 
commitment shown by individuals in their 
service of Destination Rotorua Marketing 
(DRM) in an intern position.
Mr Marks says there will be four grants 
awarded each year and Mr Zhang is the first 
recipient having been an intern at DRM since 
FEB12 as a recent graduate of the Waiariki 
Institute of Technology Bachelor of Tourism 
Management Degree.
“I am a firm believer that we should mentor 
and assist young people getting their start in 
tourism,” said Marks.
Zhang who moved from Beijing to Rotorua in 
2010 to study at the institute said “It has been 
an extraordinary honour to have the chance 
to work at Destination Rotorua Marketing.
“In China, if you want to get a job, interviewers 
always ask about prior experience and if you 
have none, you are out the door – so I really 
appreciate this opportunity.”

He said the knowledge he has gained from 
Waiariki has helped a lot, with his internship 
at DRM filling in all the gaps with practical 
experience.
DRM general manager Oscar Nathan 
explained that the environment in an RTO is 
a demanding one and similar to other 
businesses there is never enough resource (be 
it people or funding) to pursue every 
promotional avenue one would like to. 
“The opportunity to offer unpaid internships 
to students and graduates in tourism and 
business is hugely valuable to DRM as well as 
providing valuable insight and experience to 
the individuals themselves,” he said. 
Nathan said Zhang has been an outstanding 
addition to the team, particularly in respect 
to assisting in DRM’s renewed China Strategy 
focus.
Zhang said he stands by the saying, invest 
something of yourself and you will be 
rewarded.
“I’ll continue to work hard moving forward – 
I have a long-term plan here, and it’s time for 
me to commit to it.”

while of course our Australians neighbours 
are planning to come in force. 
“The feedback is that there is a degree of 
mystique about New Zealand as a must-do 

destination and therefore a number of 
families have indicated they will come not 
only to race but to holiday in the country.”

Tourism Australia, Virgin Australia sign MoU 
Tourism Australia and Virgin Australia have 
signed a strategic marketing memorandum 
of understanding aimed at using the airline’s 
growing network of international alliances 
to boost visitation from ten of Australia’s key 
overseas markets.
Under the new arrangement, the two par-
ties intend to collectively spend A$6 million 
over the next three years on a range of joint 
marketing activities focusing primarily on 
the USA, New Zealand, the UK, Continental 
Europe and the fast-growing Asian markets 
of China, India, Indonesia, Korea, Japan and 
Singapore.
The arrangement will feature marketing on 
traditional and digital media platforms as well 
as event and sponsorship activities, princi-
pally targeting the US.
Tourism Australia managing director Andrew 

McEvoy says  “As with previous airline deals, 
we intend to use our well-established and 
successful there’s nothing like Australia cam-
paign messaging alongside Virgin Australia’s 
compelling brand and competitive airfares, to 
drive bookings and traffic.” 

Motorhome repositioning
Apollo Motorhomes Holidays offers discounts 
for hirers to relocate campervans and touring 
vehicles to locations across Australia. 
With prices starting from as little as A$1 per 
day, hirers can move a van to Cairns and Bris-
bane from as far away as Hobart.  
Click here for details.

Worldwide Car & Motorhome Rental Specialists Call 0800 88 55 90 or visit 
www.driveaway.co.nzEstablished over 20 years ago, we offer over 60+ self drive suppliers at more than 8,000 global locations!

http://www.newzealandtourguides.co.nz
http://www.apollocamper.com/reloc.aspx
http://www.driveaway.co.nz/agents/login
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Western Australia famils
Tourism Western Australia’s Louise Frend has 
recently returned from escorting two famils 
in WA. All participants were qualified WA 
Holidays Specialists, a pre-requisite to them 
being invited and, as Louise puts it, “... a great 
incentive to have the agents work their way 
through the six part on-line trade training 
module.”  All were qualified to Advanced 
level.
Click here for Louise’s reports with pix on the 
Perth and Australia’s Coral Coast Famil, and 
on Perth & Australia’s South-West.

Cirque du Soleil prepares for 
OVO in Brisbane
Butterflies, crickets, spiders, ants, scarab 
beetles, fireflies, fleas, a ladybug and a blue fly 
form the cast of the critically-acclaimed OVO 
by Cirque du Soleil, set to have its Australian 
premiere in Brisbane on 14JUL with a limited 
season under the trademark blue-and-yellow 
Big Top at Northshore Hamilton. 
Tickets for OVO are on sale now at 
www.cirquedusoleil.com/ovo.

Shark Bay site to be offered
The WA State Government is about to offer an 
extraordinary tourism investment opportu-
nity in François Péron National Park, located 
in the Shark Bay World Heritage Area. It is 
releasing a site suitable for a unique, world-
class ecotourism experience of the same cali-
bre as Sal Salis at Ningaloo Reef, Karijini Eco 
Retreat or the award-winning safari camps in 
Purnululu National Park. 
The land, located about 10km north of 
Monkey Mia, will be released in AUG under 
the Naturebank programme, which is jointly 
managed by Tourism WA and the Depart-
ment of Environment and Conservation, with 
funding from Royalties for Regions.

Sydney has risen to third place in the 
2012 SportBusiness Ultimate Sports City 
Rankings. 
The rankings are undertaken every two 
years by SportBusiness International. 
Since 2010 Sydney has gained two 
places from fifth to third place overall. 
This is primarily due to a number of 
major sporting wins over the past year.

Audi Drive package 
at Pullman Reef, Cairns
Pullman Reef Hotel Casino in Cairns has 
created an Audi Drive Package for guests who 
want to ‘drive’ their own tropical experience 
and travel in style.   Priced from A$395 per 
couple per night twin share it includes:
• Accommodation in Junior Suite at the 
Pullman Reef Hotel Casino in Cairns
• Access to a luxurious Audi A5 or Audi 6 car 
for up to four hours to drive at leisure 
• A gourmet hamper and sparkling wine on 
arrival
Bookings should be made direct with the 
hotel. The offer is valid for sale and travel until 
30DEC12.

Big Pineapple reopens 
Improvements to the Sunshine Coast’s Big 
Pineapple Function Centre, including the 
securing of a professional events management 
team, has led to its reopening.

MEL enjoys 9% growth
Melbourne Airport’s international passenger 
numbers grew by 9% in the JAN-MAR12 
quarter.  The additional 144,916 passengers 
took the total to 1,767,378 for the quarter. 
Growth from NZ was 9.2%. Japan grew by 
18.2%, Taiwan by 16.9%, Sri Lanka by 14.4%, 
Philippines by 11.8%, and USA by 11.9%. 

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=1133
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=1134
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Gold, jewels in 
Queensland’s west
Fossicking for sapphires in Queensland’s 
Sapphire Gemfields is something different for 
visitors to try. The Gemfields cover almost 
900sq km of one of the world’s most significant 
sapphire-bearing grounds and takes in the 
townships of Anakie, Sapphire, Rubyvale and 
The Willows. 
The Gemfields are four hours west of 
Rockhampton on the Capricorn Highway. 
There are many ways to explore, including 
guided tours of a walk-in underground mine, 
4WD scenic tours or digging tours. There are 
also self-drive fossicking tours with all the 
necessary equipment. Fossicking parks are 
also great fun, where miners supply sapphire 
‘wash’ for a fee and teach how to recognise 
and find sapphires. 
Gemshops, galleries, jewellers and locally-
created cottage industries are everywhere and 
there’s no better place to purchase an 

Australian-
mined 
and cut 
sapphire 
or  quality 
jewellery. 
The area is 
also rich 
in history, 
character 
and charm.  
Click here 
for details.
Meanwhile, 
150km west 
of Cairns is the Tyrconnell Outback 
Experience and Historic Gold Mine. Here 
visitors can get a taste of Queensland’s rich 
mining history with the guided tours and 
demonstrations.  
www.tyrconnell.com.au

The largest festival of 
its kind in the Southern 
Hemisphere is lighting 
up Sydney.
Vivid Sydney features 
light art installations 
around the harbour 
foreshore, live music 
performances at the 
Sydney Opera House 
and over 100 creative 
industry events in the 
Vivid Ideas programme. 
Vivid Sydney 2012 runs 
until 11JUN.

Binna Burra Sky Lodges 
On 19MAY Binna Burra eco-resort in 
Lamington National Park in the Gold Coast 
Hinterland unveiled its new luxury Sky 
Lodges - nearly 80 years after tourism pio-
neers Arthur Groom and Romeo Lahey first 
invited guests to stay at their Binna Burra 
Mountain Lodge.
The A$12 million development has delivered 
luxury apartments complete with spa-baths, 
plasma TVs and fireplaces, all with comfort-
able king beds and stylish surrounds. 
The spacious one, two and three-bedroom 
apartments also feature private balconies with 
unhindered mountain and valley views, cosy 
lounge rooms, wireless internet, BBQs and 
laundry facilities. Even the spa baths have 
uninterrupted views over the valley.
www.binnaburralodge.com.au

  FREE 2 DAY/3 NIGHT
TAHITI LUXURY RESORT STOPOVER

Couples can fly to North America
France or Japan on Air Tahiti Nui 

and receive a:
CLICK 
HERE FOR 
DETAILS

Iririki Island Resort brand-change
Iririki Island Resort in Vanuatu has had a 
branding update – dropping the words ‘& 
Spa’. This now brings the focus back onto 
the name – Iririki, and the key selling point, 
that it is an island – the only private island in 
Port Vila Bay where you can enjoy a relaxing 
holiday. Although it has gone from the name, 
the resort’s Spa Frangipani is still operating 

and continues to provide therapeutic treat-
ments. Iririki has also updated its child policy 
to include Kids Play Free year round at the 
Iririki Kids Club. This now means that Iririki 
offers superb value for families because chil-
dren under 12yrs stay, play and eat free, valid 
through to 31MAR13.

Activities in New Caledonia
New Caledonia Tourism has released a new 

brochure 
“Activities in 
New 
Caledonia”, 
which can 
be offered to 

clients in conjunction with the “le Coeur” 
brochure released earlier this year. Both can 
be ordered online with Brochurenet.  
Agents are encouraged to use this as their 
selling tool for New Caledonia. 

http://http://www.gemfest.com.au/Gemfest-Info/Explore-the-Gemfields
www.airtahitinui.co.nz
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Cooks departure tax increase
The Cook Islands government will increase 
the departure tax paid upon leaving the 
country in 2013 and have it embedded in 
airline tickets in the next financial year, 
according to Minister of Finance and 
Economic Management Mark Brown.
The budget provides for increasing departure 
tax by $10 to $65 from 01JUL13 and indexing 
increases each year thereafter at 2%.
The government also intends to embed the 
departure tax in airline ticket prices from 
01DEC12.
To do that, Brown says the government will 
introduce new laws requiring airlines to 
include the tax in their ticket prices.

Simon Gault Fiji Celebrity 
chef cruise
Master Chef Simon 
Gault is again cruising 
the Yasawa Islands with 
Captain Cook Cruises 
on a 4-night cruise de-
parting 14AUG12, and 
space is still available on 
this very popular cruise.
Anne Radonich, NZ 
Sales Manager - Captain
Cook Cruises, says last year’s cruise with 
Simon was a huge success. “Passengers loved 
the cooking demonstrations and the 
interaction they had with Simon during the 
cruise,” says Anne. “It’s an excellent chance for 
people who are really into food and want to 
learn some great cooking tips and techniques 
from a Master Chef.”
For bookings contact your wholesaler or 
check out the The A Team website for flyer 
and more information or call Anne on 021 
631 474.

Niue Wins Best Booth at BFTE
I felt honoured to 
be there represent-
ing not just Niue 
Tourism, but also 
the people of Niue 
whom I am sure 
would have been 
beaming with 
Pacific pride.”
The team’s efforts 
were rewarded on 
the final day when 
they were 
announced as 
winners of ‘Best 
Booth’ and awarded
 the prize of a free 
booth space at next 
year’s BFTE. 

Pictured here are Susie Williams from Hogan and Associates with 
Hayden Porter and Vanessa Marsh from Niue Tourism.

The efforts of the Niue Tourism team paid 
off at the Bula Fiji Tourism Exchange (BFTE) 
where they were awarded ‘Best Booth’ of the 
event.
Rather than enjoying relaxing time in the sun 
on their first free day in Fiji, the Niue Tourism
team including Hayden Porter, Vanessa 
Marsh, BJ Rex and Susie Williams dedicated 
the day to collecting materials to decorate 
their booth. The team scoured the streets of 
Nadi for rocks, fernery and a picnic table and 
Vanessa even spent the evening hand weaving 
a traditional Niuean mat.
The result was a booth that replicated one of 
the island’s most popular locations – Limu 
Pools. To complete the illusion, the walls and 
floor of the booth were plastered with a 
panoramic photographic image of Limu.
Susie says, “The booth looked fantastic and 

New Caledonia booth 
at Expo
Simon Duffy and Cathy Gibson 
from New Caledonia Tourism, 
with assistance from scholarship 
student Rachael Fenton from 
Crown Institute, took part in an 
Auckland Chamber of Commerce 
Expo last week.  
This business expo held for small 
to medium business provides a 
great opportunity to further share 
the destination of New Caledonia 
with current, potential and future 
visitors alike.
“It was great to take part in the 
expo and introduce our new 
Activities brochure to the market-
place,” said Duffy.

Dragonair to Kolkata
Dragonair has announced that it will add 
its second passenger destination in India, 
launching a new service to the important 
commercial and financial hub of Kolkata. 
The airline already operates a daily service to 
Bengaluru.
Subject to government approval and the date 
of opening of the new airport terminal, the 
service to Kolkata will commence in winter 
2012 with four flights a week operated by 
Airbus A320 aircraft.

http://www.acrossia.com
http://www.ateam.co.nz/rad-marketing-specials/
http://www.ateam.co.nz/rad-marketing-specials/
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Kamalaya Wellness Sanctuary 
and Holistic Spa Resort, Koh Samui
Kamalaya is Thailand’s first Wellness Sanctuary 
and Holistic Spa, founded on the tropical 
island of Koh Samui in NOV05. Its key 
concept is to promote holistic wellness - 
harmony in mind, body and spirit. Its name 
translates as ‘Lotus Realm’, an enduring 
symbol of the unfolding of the human spirit. 
Each guest receives a complimentary 
Wellness Consultation to ensure individual 
aspirations are supported in every way. 
The beauty of Kamalaya’s surrounding nature 
and stunning pristine coastline is integrated 
into the simple elegance of its architecture 
and design, including 24 Hillside Rooms, 10 
Suites and 26 unique Villas. Buildings are 
nestled amidst ancient, granite boulders, 
streams, and tropical vegetation, with existing 
rocks and trees as defining elements for many 
of the structures. All have elegant interiors 
and modern comforts such as air-conditioning,
tea and coffee bar, snack centre, refrigerator, 
sound system, telephone and internet 
connection. 
The Wellness Sanctuary and Holistic Spa 
offers an extensive range of holistic medicine 
and complementary therapies from Eastern 
and Western traditions, including Traditional 
Chinese Medicine, Ayurveda, naturopathy 
and more. Regular programmes include 
medically-based Detox & Rejuvenation, Relax 
and Renew, for those recovering from stress 
and burnout, along with yoga and a host of 
other programmes to help guests to recover 
their ideal physical, emotional and spiritual 
balance. 
Kamalaya’s daily fitness schedule includes 
classes in yoga, pilates, chi gong, tai chi, spirit 
dance, meditation and pranayama. The hilltop 

yoga pavilion is a wood-
floored open-air structure 
offering stunning coastal 
views to inspire practice. 
Kamalaya’s Shakti Fitness
Center provides a well-
equipped gym with 
personal instruction in 
Strength Training, 
Functional Resistance 
Training, Fit Ball and 
other exercise modalities.
Kamalaya also offers 
guided hikes and provides 
training in a variety of 
meditation and breathing 
practices to balance the 
emotions, cultivate peace 
of mind and inner aware-
ness and optimise 
wellbeing.
Kamalaya is currently 
offering a Summer Special 
for first time guests 
providing a great 
opportunity to rejuvenate 
and experience an award 
winning Wellness Resort. 
Kamalaya also offers a 
range of 3 – 14 day 
Wellness Programmes 
including 
..  Ideal Weight
..  Optimal Fitness
..  Intro to Detox
..  Asian Bliss
..  Relax & Renew
..  Yoga Synergy 
Programme.
Click here for Classic 
Asia’s Summer Specials.

New – India & Sri Lanka Journey
World Journeys has announced a new 24-day escorted Journey to South 
India & Sri Lanka departing 02MAR13. Limited to a maximum of 24 
guests, this tour will stay in very high quality character hotels as it wan-
ders through southern India hill stations and colonial cities dating back to 
the time of the British Raj. A luxury houseboat cruise through the Kerala 
backwaters rounds off the Indian experience and then it is on to ‘Buddha’s 
Island’, Sri Lanka. Here the small group delights in the beautiful scenery, 
national parks, spice and tea plantations and the rich culture of the island. 
Priced from $9,660pp share twin, this includes flights, great accommoda-
tion, comprehensive sightseeing, many meals and all tipping. Airlines taxes 
are additional.    Call 0800 117311 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

The Soneva Group has sold the Evason 
Phuket resort to an international and Thai 
hospitality and leisure group. Evason Phuket 
will cease operations with immediate effect 
and will no longer be operated by Six Senses 
Resorts & Spas.

http://hto.travelagentportal.net/account/login.aspx
http://www.classicasia.co.nz/st_kamalaya.html
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=1135
http://www.worldjourneys.co.nz/package.php?packageType=Escorted&packageID=3000359&packageName=South-India-and-Sri-Lanka
http://www.worldjourneys.co.nz/package.php?packageType=Escorted&packageID=3000359&packageName=South-India-and-Sri-Lanka
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Two-fly standard for Beijing loos
Authorities in Beijing have set new standards 
for public toilets, including a stipulation that 
they should contain no more than two flies. 
The BBC reports that the new rules, published 
by city administrators, also set standards on 
odour and cleaning litter bins. 
Toilets in places such as tourist spots, parks, 
railway stations, hospitals and shopping malls 
must comply with the new standards. 
“From the perspective of going to the toilet 
the number of flies is the most convenient 
and most intuitive criterion for evaluation 
of toilet sanitary conditions,” the state-run 
Beijing Daily reports.
Online comments questioned whether and 
how the city could enforce its “two-fly zone.” 
Counting flies, said one commenter on the 
Sina Weibo social media site, would mean 
zero unemployment in the capital.

Highlights of Myanmar
Myanmar / Burma is a diverse country, rich 
in history and tradition that has been half-
hidden from most of the world for decades. 
Years of self-imposed isolation followed by 
a tourism boycott that was only lifted in late 
2010, mean that Myanmar offers visitors a 
relatively untouched array of attractions.
For those wanting to experience the country, 
Explore Worldwide offers a 14-day Burma 
Highlights tour priced from $2373pp twin 
share. Highlights include Rangoon (Yangon), 
Inle Lake, Shan State Highlands, Mandalay, 
Irrawaddy (Ayeyarwady) River and the World 
Heritage Site of Bagan. Price includes accom-
modation in standard hotels, some meals, 
transport throughout, an Explore Tour Leader 
plus driver, boatmen and some local guides. 
Click here and call Adventure World on 0508 
496 753. 

Menu translation on the way
A move by officials in Beijing to make 
restaurant menus more easily understandable 
by foreign visitors is a long time coming, 
according to a report in The Star. 
For years many Western tourists have been 
confused by menus offering up such 
delicacies as “chicken without sex life”, “red 
burned lion head”, or “nine fish belly”.
But now menus will be a lot clearer as the 
municipal office of foreign affairs in Beijing 
is planning to distribute correct translations 
of 3,000 Chinese dishes and hopes restau-
rants frequented by tourists will adopt these 
translations.

Day of the Dead Festival
Far from being a sober occasion, the ‘The Day 
of the Dead’ (Dia de los Muertos) celebrations 
in Mexico are colourful and lively. Blending 
indigenous and Catholic beliefs, locals believe 
that the spirits of the departed return to 
earth one day a year to be with their families. 
In preparation families decorate the grave 
and build an altar in their homes. Decora-
tions include flowers, food the person liked 
and sentimental items associated with them. 
Families tend to gather around the grave in 
the cemetery where there is a party atmos-
phere with eating, drinking and music, often 
through the night. In towns and cities there 
are also lively parades and festivities. 
Explore Worldwide is offering a special 
departure that coincides with this festival. 
Its 15-day Indian Mexico tour departs from 
Mexico City on 29OCT12 and is priced from 
$2081pp. Highlights include The Day of the 
Dead Festival, Mexico City, Oaxaca, Mitla 
& Tonina, Sumidero Canyon, San Cristóbal, 
Palenque, Yaxchilan, Tikal and Chichen-Itza. 
For more information on Explore Worldwide 
contact Adventure World on 0508 496 753.

Belize tour from Escape Holidays
This tour includes 7 nights accommodation, 
two Mayan history tours, a sea trek or snuba 
tour, two lunches, park fees, two domestic 
flights (Belize City to Ambergris Caye to Be-
lize International Airport) and hotel transfers.
Highlights include Mountain Pine Ridge For-
est Reserve, Famous Mayan site of Caracol, 
Tikal National Park in Guatemala, The island 
of San Pedro and Ambergris Caye with plenty 
of water activities. Click here.

Fourth of July Fireworks Cruise
American Independence Day is just around 
the corner, and so are Red and White’s San 
Francisco Bay Fireworks Cruises. If your 
clients are looking to see the fireworks, come 
aboard the 7:45pm and 8:15pm departures on 
July 4th. Each sailing takes about 2½ hours, 
with the vessels being positioned closely to 
the fireworks spectacle. This cruise sells out, 
so they recommend booking passes early. 
To purchase tickets for any of the tours, visit 
www.tours.redandwhite.com.

Qua Baths & Spa at Caesars 
Palace scores in Top 100
Condé Nast Traveler recently released its 2012 
annual readers’ poll results in which Qua 
Baths & Spa at Caesars Palace was recognized 
as one of the “Top 100 Resort Spas” in the 
U.S. Mainland category. 
The Roman-inspired spa is one of two Las 
Vegas spas on the Strip to be highlighted in 
the “Top 100 Resort Spas” category. Results 
ranked Qua Baths & Spa 52nd, up one spot 
from last year, with an overall score of 92.2 
out of 100. 
“Caesars Palace can be booked via your pre-
ferred Wholesaler or online at www.caesars.
com,” says local Rep Chris Jones. 
“Special agent rates are also available at all 
eight Caesars Entertainment properties at 
www.caesars.com/insider”. 

Belize Highland Island & Tikal Tour - 8 Days/7 Nights 
From $1259* per adult twin share from Belize City C
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*email: res@escape-holidays.co.nz*

http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/tours/burma-highlights-tour/
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/tours/burma-highlights-tour/
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/tours/burma-highlights-tour/
http://www.escape-holidays.co.nz/docs/Mexico%20Brochure%202012_WEB.pdf
http://www.escape-holidays.co.nz
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Cape Town tours
World Journeys is promoting three new day 
tours from Cape Town which it recommends 
as extra-special touches to add to a luxury 
Africa itinerary.  
..  A full day Cycling Tour in the Winelands 
is priced from $485pp including estate visit 
entrance fees and lunch, or a half-day option 
is available.  Based on two people, they are 
accompanied by a cycle guide and a back-up 
vehicle on a route geared to their own level of 
fitness.   
..  A Photographic Tour for a morning, a day, 
or just a couple of hours, offers tuition from 
a published photographer, capturing images 
and then perfecting them digitally – a perfect 
pre-safari activity (prices on request).  

..  A full day Cape Peninsula & Sea Kayaking 
Tour is priced from $465pp, based on two 
people, including all entrance fees and lunch.  
Contact World Journeys for details on 0800 
117311 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Kenya & Tanzania Overland
Save $344pp on Acacia Africa’s 13-day / 
12-night Kenya & Tanzania Overland 
Adventure safari, now priced from $1376pp. 
This safari tour is a perfect combination for 
the tourist wanting a well rounded holiday 
with a mixture of East African experiences, 
say Adventure World. They can go on safaris 
in the world-renowned ‘Big Five’ game parks 
– the Masai Mara, Serengeti and Ngorongoro 
Crater, followed by beachside relaxation on 

the exotic island of Zanzibar. 
Price includes transport in a fully equipped 
safari vehicle, camping and cooking 
equipment, services of two Acacia Africa 
crew, sleeping mattress, some meals, Snake 
Park entrance fee, Masai village walk, return 
Zanzibar ferry and accommodation. 
Excludes local payment. 
Call Adventure World on 0508 496 753.

Stay/Pay Deal at Makalali
Set on 22,000 hectares of conservancy west of 
the Kruger National Park is the Makalali 
Private Game Reserve. Makalali, meaning 
‘place of rest’, comprises four exclusive camps, 
each with six spacious air-conditioned suites 
with an outdoor shower and private sala 
(balcony).

Adventure World has a special Stay 4 / Pay 
3 deal available for those travelling before 
31JUL12. Now priced from $835pp, it includes 
accommodation, teas and coffee, all meals, 
scheduled game activities and return road 
transfers from/to Hoedspruit Airport.   
Call 0508 496 753.

Air Botswana to the Delta 
World Journeys reports that news Air 
Botswana is re-introducing flights between 
Cape Town and Maun is ‘fantastic’ for access 
to safaris in Botswana’s Okavango Delta.  
Maun is the gateway to the Delta, and in 
addition to existing flights from JNB, clients 

will from 01JUN also be able to fly directly 
from Cape Town on a 9.45am flight, which 
returns from Maun at 3.25pm, daily. 
World Journeys Director Ange Pirie  (below) 
says “The addition of this routing will allow 
much more flexibility in the flow of itinerar-
ies, and enhance the traveller’s experience in 
Africa”.   Call 0800 117311.

EUROPE
Jubilee marked at Heathrow
With the Diamond Jubilee celebrations about 
to peak, Heathrow Airport has painted a 
30-metre Union Jack flag with an image of the 
Queen on one of its runways.
The Moodie Report says it has been posi-
tioned adjacent to the Northern runway so 
that passengers will be able to spot it from 
their flights.
More than 2.9 million people will pass 
through its doors in the next two weeks, and 
with 780,000 predicted to arrive between 
30MAY and 06JUN, and Heathrow is putting
a number of celebratory Jubilee-themed 
initiatives in place.
Red carpets will be laid in Arrivals halls in all 
terminals. Official Diamond Jubilee and 
Union Jack flags will be handed out and 
visitors will be invited to write messages of 
congratulations to the Queen in official books 

that will be sent to Buckingham Palace. 
In addition there will be live music in the 
terminals.

Now Lisbon on Emirates
Emirates Airlines will launch a daily non-
stop B777-200 service to Lisbon from 09JUL, 
making Portugal the airline’s 10th new route 
this year.

Dubai & Middle East FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTE 
PHONE 0508 396 842

Exotic Holidays
Specialist Tour Operator

CLICK HERE TO GET 
OUR NEWSLETTER

http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/travel-deals/kenya-tanzania-overland-adventure/
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/travel-deals/kenya-tanzania-overland-adventure/
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/africa/southern-africa/south-africa/accommodation/
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/africa/southern-africa/south-africa/accommodation/
http://www.exoticholidays.co.nz
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More tours, river cruises, packages & city stays available  
 

Contact Beyond Travel for full details 
 

E: info@beyondtravel.com.au  -  Local call: 0800 550 065  

EUROPEAN CHRISTMAS  
 

Christmas River Cruises 
 

  4 & 5 day cruises  
Ex Frankfurt from $745 

 

8 day cruises  
Ex Budapest, Basel & Paris 

From $3,375 

 

Escorted tours 
 

German Christmas Delight  
5 days ex Frankfurt $960 

 

 Bavarian Fantasy 
7 days ex Munich $1610 

 

Christmas Packages 
 

  Visit Santa in Lapland  
4 days from $1070 

 

Rail Bavaria to Vienna  
Munich - Salzburg - Vienna  

9 days from $1688 

 

Rates are NZD per person twin share. Subject to availability. Standard Beyond Travel conditions apply 

Christmas in Europe
Beyond Travel has released a range of winter tours which include 
rail packages, fully escorted tours and itineraries in Finland, which 
include Christmas with Santa in Lapland.
The escorted five- and seven-day packages, which travel from Mu-
nich through Bavaria and roundtrip from Frankfurt, have guaranteed 
departures in December and can be combined  with a nine or 10-day 
rail package taking in Bavaria and Austria or the tour of the Imperial 
capitals of Prague, Vienna and Budapest.
Prices start from $960pp twin share and include transport, accommo-
dation with breakfast and several sightseeing excursions.
The escorted tours start on December 5, 8 and 9 and the rail packages 
have daily departures.
Christmas with Santa is a five-day package from 23DEC and costs 
$2100 with special prices for children, whilst an eight-day tour of 
Helsinki and the Arctic Circle costs from $2020.  For more details call 
Beyond Travel at 0800 550 065 or email info@beyondtravel.com.au

Eurotunnel rations access
Eurotunnel has cut the number of bookings available to car, lorry and 
coach customers over fears of long delays due to staff shortages at 
border control.
The Sunday Times reported that Groupe Eurotunnel SA expects de-
lays of more than four hours to its services this summer and has cut 
bookings to ease expected congestion between France and the UK.

The company is concerned that the diversion of UK immigration staff 
to Heathrow airport during the Olympic Games will leave the Channel 
Tunnel inadequately covered.
The UK Border Agency said it had agreed plans with Eurotunnel and 
French authorities to cope with busy periods.



AVIATIONBusabout’s Med adventures set sail 
Busabout has begun its 2012 Europe season with its sailing and 
island hopping trips proving popular in Croatia, Greece and 
Turkey.
Busabout’s inaugural Turkey Gulet 
(traditional sailing boat) completed 
its maiden voyage at full capacity 
this month, with further departure 
dates on the 8-day Sail Turkey trip 
exploring the Turquoise Coast 
available until late SEP.
The independent travel operator 
expects sailing in Turkey to be the 
‘next big thing’ and has also 
increased departures from every 
second day to daily on its Greek Island Flexi-Hopper due to 
strong uptake from young travellers.
Adventures in Greece, Croatia and Turkey are authentic with all 
trips accompanied by the brand’s friendly and knowledgeable 
guides, as well as including many traditional meals, orientation 
tours, comfortable accommodation and space to chill out and 
relax whilst on board. 
Space is still available on departures until late SEP and clients 
can plan their 2012 adventure choosing from the following 
options: 
8-day Sail Turkey from $609pp, with stops at Fethiye, Samanlik 
Bay, St Nicholas Island, Kas, Smugglers Cove, Gokkaya and 
Kalkan. 
8-day Croatia One-Way Sail from $899pp, visiting Dubrovnik, 
Mljet, Korcula, Hvar, Bol, Makarska, Pucsica and Split. 
8-day Croatian Island Hopper from $829pp, stopping at Hvar, 
Mljet, Dubrovnik, Korcula, Makarska, Pucsica, Omis and Split. 
9-day Greek Island Flexi-Hopper from $545pp calling at Ios, 
Paros, Mykonos and Athens. 
Connect with Busabout by liking on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/BusaboutEurope or follow the brand on 
Twitter @busabout.
For reservations, freephone 0800 266 845, 
email: nzagents@loveeurope.com or visit 
http://agents.loveeurope.com. 
Busabout is represented in New Zealand by Contiki Holidays.

Jetstar talks 30% lift in NZ domestic numbers
Jetstar is forecasting that in the year 
to 30JUN12 the number of domestic 
passengers travelling in New Zealand 
will have jumped by 30% over last 
year.
Jetstar chief executive David Hall 
told The Press the low cost carrier has 
about 20% of the domestic 
market, and that in the first six 
months of the current financial year, 
777,000 passengers travelled on 
Jetstar’s domestic NZ services.
That was an increase of 30% on the 
half year to 31DEC10, and he said he 

expected a similar increase in the 
second half of this financial year.
“We’re seeing strong growth,” he 
told The Press. “It’s not 
inconceivable we’ll see new aircraft, 
in the new financial year, coming 
in,” he said.
“We haven’t finally decided on that, 
we haven’t finally decided where. 
If we were to do it, it would be to 
bring more frequency on to the 
network between our five key ports 
at the moment.”

Korean Air fare increase
Korean Air is pre-warning agents 
that there will be an increase on most 
published fares effective for sales and 
ticketing from 01JUL12.
At this stage the exact price increase 
has not been finalised but Korean Air 

Sales will send an agency advice out 
via wholesalers and travel media 
once more details are known.
To avoid any increase, please ensure 
that all existing booking are issued 
by 30JUN12.

Etihad, Virgin Australia join forces on KUL route
Etihad Airways has leased a Virgin 
Australia Boeing 777-300ER for use 
on its route between Abu Dhabi and 
Kuala Lumpur.  
The once-a-week wet lease service re-
flects the importance of the relation-
ship between the two carriers.
Etihad Airways and Virgin Australia 
forged a ten-year strategic partner-
ship 21 months ago.
The aircraft is configured with 33 flat 

bed seats in Business Class and 328 
seats in Economy Class.  The return 
flights will be operated as normal 
using Etihad Airways’ existing daily 
EY411 and EY418 flight codes, 
respectively. Flight time is seven 
hours and 20 minutes.
Etihad Airways flies daily from Abu 
Dhabi to Kuala Lumpur using a 
Boeing 777-300ER aircraft.

SIM card security pass
France’s Toulouse-Blagnac Airport is the 
world’s first airport to trial SIM-based Near 
Field Communication (NFC) to allow 
passengers to pass through the airport’s 
checks, controls and gates using only their 
mobile phones. Using the security of the SIM 
card, the airport will enable 50 selected 
passengers to trial this new service on 
BlackBerry smartphones over the summer. 
The test passengers’ mobiles are the latest 
BlackBerry smartphones with NFC 
technology that allows communication with 
other NFC-enabled devices using radio 
frequencies by either tapping or bringing 
them within a range of a few centimeters. The 
phone will effectively become the passengers’ 
pass allowing them access to car parking, the 
boarding area via a premium access zone and 
to a premium passenger lounge. At the same 
time, passengers will receive up to the minute 
information such as changes to their flight 
times, departure hall or boarding gate. 
Using the GSMA SIM-based NFC technology
during the passenger journey provides many 
benefits over current technology: it is 
extremely secure; will work when the device 
is powered off; does not require the passenger 
to launch an app or retrieve an SMS or an 
email; and is not affected by reading problems 
caused by dirty screens.

UA-CO merger woes
Nearly 20 months after the US$3.2 billion 
merger of United Airlines and Continental 
Airlines, the airlines are reportedly still strug-
gling with merging their reservation systems, 
websites and frequent-flyer programs.   

Over 120 European destinations ... now that’s Wunderbar!

http://www.lufthansaexperts.com
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Qatar chooses Hamilton’s CTC training
Qatar Airways has selected world-leading 
airline training organisation, CTC Aviation 
to supply pilots to support the airline’s rapid 
expansion plans.
Ian Calvert, CEO of CTC Aviation Training 
(NZ) Limited, says the contract provides New 
Zealanders trained at its Hamilton centre 
with an excellent route into a First Officer 
position with a leading airline.
“In the first instance, CTC will supply Qatar
Airways with cadets from New Zealand 
and the UK. These will be pilots who have 
completed their training as part of the CTC 

Wings programme.
“In addition, CTC will commence Multi-
Crew Pilot License (MPL) training later in 
the year, which will offer opportunities to 
both Qatari nationals as well as New Zealand 
and world-wide applicants. We expect our 
first MPL course will be populated solely by 
Qatari nationals. But thereafter, we anticipate 
many of our CTC cadets who are not already 
bonded by one of our airline partners to apply
to go through the selection process for 
employment with Qatar Airways,” Mr Calvert 
explained.

Southwest to go international BA to use bmi LHR slots 
to grow China ops
British Airways expects to triple the number 
of Chinese destinations it serves over the next 
decade, according to ABTN.
Willie Walsh, chief executive of BA’s parent 
company IAG told the Daily Telegraph BA 
currently serves only Beijing, Shanghai and 
Hong Kong, but Walsh wants this to grow to 
“eight to 10” cities within the next decade.
He added that the reason why BA had been 
unable to grow the number of Chinese ports 
had been due to the lack of slots at LHR rather 
than any issues with regulation in China.

SIA Special Business Class fares 
Singapore Airlines has announced the release 
of Special Business Class Fares to UK/Europe, 
North Asia, Singapore, West Asia and South 
Africa; for travel commencing on/between 
01JUN–30NOV12 (Specific flights and 
destinations only).   
In addition, SIA has re-introduced its Special 
Upgrade Surcharges from Economy Class 
to Business Class for flights New Zealand to 

Singapore or v.v. 
The details are in the SIA Information Portal 
and will be updated in CRS in due course.

Southwest Airlines, one of the top 3 carriers
at Denver International Airport and the 
largest airline for domestic flights nationwide, 
will begin offering international flights. 
USA Today reports that now that Dallas-
based Southwest’s acquisition of AirTran 
Airways is complete, Southwest will pick up 
AirTran’s flights to Mexico and the Caribbean. 
It will also get a new reservations system to 
accommodate the overseas bookings.
As part of its international flight strategy, 
Southwest has announced plans to build a 
five-gate facility at Houston’s Hobby Airport.

Emirates Harmony
Emirates launched its Harmony campaign 
last Friday with a special event at Auckland’s 
Britomart train station. 
Harmony is part of the Hello Tomorrow 
brand campaign. At the Emirates Harmony 
website visitors can browse various instruments 
and mash them up to create different versions 
of the score. The overall arrangement of the 
composition has been designed to 
ensure that all possible instrumental 
combinations sound perfect together. 
EK hosted a string quartet over the morning 
to play well known classical tunes and the 
Emirates Harmony theme music and 
encouraged commuters to join in the 
Harmony with a selection of instruments, 
including African agogos, triangles and 
castanets.
www.emiratesharmony.com

Extra Wide Seat 
development
Two US carriers are interested in a new 
Airbus A320 cabin configuration that 
would provide wider aisle seats.
Airbus is marketing its Extra Wide Seat as 
a potential revenue generator, saying 
airlines could sell it as a premium 
economy product that could bring in 
more than US$3 million over 15 years.
The current standard A320 economy seat 
is 18in. wide compared to the 17in. B737 
seat. In a 3-3 configuration, the aisle-
positioned A320 Extra Wide Seat would 
be 20in. wide, while each middle and 
window seat would be narrowed to match 
the standard 17in. 737 seat.

http://www.cxagents.com
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Tel: 0800 422 784
Fax: 09-4424228
CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITE

AUSTRALIA 
CIRCUMNAVIGATION

34 nights ex Sydney return
on ms Volendam

Departs Sunday 21OCT12
From NZ$7669 MM Inside Stateroom

From NZ$8919 H Large Outside Stateroom
Call Reservations on 0800 422 784Special valid to 30JUN12

ms VOLENDAM

Seabourn’s Verandah Sale
Cruise World says there is a saving of 50% and 
more on sales 29MAY-05JUN of Seabourn 
Verandah Suites on a range of itineraries and 
dates through 2012 and 2013.
In particular, they highlight the 16-night SYD 
to AKL cruise on Odyssey in JAN13.  
Seabourn pricing is USD, cruise only, per 
person, and port charges/taxes are additional 
and vary by cruise.  Click here for the flyer.

Free Heli-package with North Star 
Twenty five years ago the original True North 
sailed into Broome for the very first time. 
And to celebrate this auspicious occasion, 
North Star Cruises is giving away 25 heli-
packages valued at $1000 to the next 25 
people who book either one of its remaining 
2012 Kimberley Ultimate cruises (21JUL and 
01SEP) or any 2012 P-NG departure. Plus, 
there’ll be a bottle of champers waiting for 
those customers on-board.   
Just mention ‘25 years’ when booking, and 
click here for details.

Hurtigruten 2013/14 Explorer Voyages
Hurtigruten has launched its 2013/14 Explorer 
Voyages brochure, featuring Spitsbergen, 
Greenland, Antarctica and Europe trips. 
The brochure features a voyage that offers 
the chance to spend Christmas Day in South 
Georgia plus three new European voyages, 
including an itinerary that explores Norway 
and Scotland before finishing in Greenwich 
and another that departs from Greenwich 
and explores the UK before heading over to 
Hamburg. This is the first time Hurtigruten 
has featured the London port of Greenwich. 
In addition, extra dates have been added on 
popular itineraries to provide agents with 
additional capacity to sell.
The new brochure also features a 20% early 
booking discount, which is capacity 
controlled per departure.   Highlights include:
- The Great Antarctic Expedition – this is the 
first time a voyage to the Falklands, South 
Georgia, the South Orkney Islands and 
Antarctica will depart from Ushuaia. 
Departing on 01DEC13.

- South Georgia 
Anniversary 
Voyage – this 
Christmas 
voyage has been 
renamed and will 
have an extended 
stay in South 
Georgia 

including Christmas Day, which in 2013 
marks 100 years since the Whalers Church 
was consecrated in Grytviken, the island’s 
main town.
- Due to its popularity, there is an additional 
departure on the Spitsbergen circumnavigation 
itinerary – ‘In the Realm of the Polar Bear’ 
which offers the chance to travel the entire 
archipelago. Three trips are now available, 
departing 14, 21 and 28AUG13.
Contact Discover the World Marketing for 
your copy of the 2013/2014 Hurtigruten 
Explorer Voyages Brochure.

Safari Endeavour themed 
cruises
American Safari Cruises has extended its 
travel credit offer. Until 23JUN clients who 
book one of ASC’s selected 2012 Safari 
Endeavour theme departures will receive 
CAD$518 per couple travel credit. 
Priced from $5998pp share twin these themed 
cruises include accommodation in a master 
stateroom on board Safari Endeavour. This 
newly refurbished 86-guest, yacht-style ship 
offers casual elegance with a full menu of 
upscale amenities. Its new design is 
exquisitely appointed with features such as 
an intimate Wine Bar and spa area including 
two hot tubs, sauna, fitness equipment, yoga 
classes, and massage suite.
Travel credit is valid only on new Safari 
Endeavour 2012 theme departure bookings. 
For more info call Adventure World on 0508 
496 753. 

http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://www.northstarcruises.com.au/sailingschedule.asp?Date=2012
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/travel-deals/exclusive-alaska-theme-adventures/
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/travel-deals/exclusive-alaska-theme-adventures/
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Century Cruises, Uniworld to 
partner on Yangtze
Century Cruises and Uniworld Boutique 
River Cruise Collection are to partner on 
Yangtze cruises from next year.
Under the contract with Century, all of 
Uniworld’s 2013 and 2014 Yangtze River 
cruise programmes will include 
accommodation and amenities in Uniworld’s 
own branded section onboard the new 
Century Paragon and Century Legend. 
Uniworld guests will stay in designated 
Uniworld Signature Suites aboard the two 
ships.
The Century Paragon and Century Legend 
feature the largest Standard Deluxe Cabins on 
the Yangtze, two exclusive Executive Decks, 
and an indoor pool and spa area. The vessels

also boast technological innovations like the 
first integrated E-Propulsion and Rudder 
Propeller System on the Yangtze, substantially 
reducing vibration and noise and increasing 
the ships’ manoeuvring capabilities. 
Uniworld offers a variety of China experiences 
that combine Yangtze River cruises with visits 
to major cities such as Beijing, Shanghai and 
Xi’an.

HRH The Princess Royal visits 
Queen Elizabeth
Her Royal Highness, The Princess Royal, vis-
ited Cunard Line’s Queen Elizabeth in South-
ampton on Wednesday 23MAY. 
Princess Anne attended in her capacity as 
Patron of Sea Vision UK and launched the 
Skills, Education and Awareness programme, 
connecting young people with the maritime 
sector and the career opportunities it offers.  
Peter Shanks, managing director and presi-
dent of Cunard Line and Captain Julian 
Burgess welcomed Her Royal Highness 
aboard.  She was greeted by enthusiastic crew 
members in the Grand Lobby before touring 
the ship, including the bridge, and signing the 
visitor’s book. She then unveiled a plaque to 
commemorate her presence on board. 
She is pictured here with Captain Burgess and 
Peter Shanks.

CroisiVoyages new Mekong River Cruising
The Innovative Travel Company has a new 
addition to its CroisiEurope GSA portfolio.  
The French family-owned company has 
launched CroisiVoyages, with cruises on the 
Mekong River from Angkor to Ho Chi Minh 
City or v.v.
The itinerary provides an exciting 4500km 
journey of highlights, cruising in spacious 
comfortable colonial style. It includes the 
temples of Angkor Wat & Ta Prohm; the 
fishing town and port of Kampong Chhnang, 
renowned also for its fine traditional pottery; 
the small village of Koh Chen, famous for its 
silver & copper work, Phnom Penh, the capital; 
Chau Doc, with its gigantic rice fields and 
charming colonial buildings; Charm village 

with its silk weavers and fish farms; the scenic 
town of SaDec and Ho Chi Minh City. 
Some great experiences to be had include a 
tuk tuk trip, silk workshop visit, night markets, 
traditional dance shows and much more.  All 
first class accommodation and cruise, includes 
arrival & departure transfers, all meals and 
complimentary drinks with meals (beer, 
soft drinks or mineral water), tea & coffee 
throughout the day, tips (for crew during 
cruise), and English speaking guides. 
Priced at 11 days from $2921pp twin.  
Extensions are available to include Central & 
North Vietnam.  Call Innovative toll-free on 
0508 100111 visit www.innovative-travel.com 
for full details.
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MSC Divina christened by Sophia Loren
MSC Divina, the 12th vessel in the MSC Cruises fleet, was 
welcomed over the weekend at a gala ceremony in Marseille, 
France, and was officially christened by Sophia Loren, god-
mother to the MSC Cruises fleet. 
One of the ship’s 1,751 cabins, number 16007, is dedicated 
to the famous Oscar-winning beauty. The suite is in tones of 
vermilion with scarlet carpeting, decorated with floral motifs 
chosen by Loren herself. On the walls are photographs of the 
actress in black and white and in the corner is a reproduction 
of her green room dressing table, featuring exact point lights 
so guests can prepare themselves like a film star.
The famous actress’s touch can also be found in the library, 
with a selection of 20 of her favourite books.
New features to MSC Divina’s 30,000sqm of public areas 
include the Garden Pool, an ‘infinity’ style pool with a chic 
and minimal design and its four ‘resounding sculptures’, to 
the Galaxy restaurant in the disco with its Mediterranean 
fusion cuisine, and its décor based around the theme of 
light.
The 140,000-gt MSC Divina is pictured above in Lisbon 
during a test voyage.   www.msccruises.com.au

Partnership Award winners
Complete Cruise Solution has presented 
some of its top agencies with their Part-
nership Awards for 2012. Cruiseabout 
Parnell and Pukekohe Travel each received 
Diamond Awards, having achieved more 

than $500,000 in sales of P&O, Princess 
and Cunard cruise product, while Bon 
Voyage Cruises & Travel scored an 
Emerald Award for exceeding $160,000 in 
sales of the three brands.

Complete Cruise Solution 
business development 
manager Melissa Bannister 
(right) presents Jill Gothard 
of Bon Voyage Cruises & 
Travel with a 2012 Emerald 
Partnership Award.

Cruiseabout Parnell 
celebrates receiving 
its 2012 Diamond 
Partnership Award. 
From left to right: 
Complete Cruise 
Solution NZ sales 
manager Belinda 
Clark and BDM 
Melissa Bannister, 
Vanessa Mynot, 
Michelle Sutton 
and Rowen Neville-
White (Cruiseabout), 
and Debbie 
Christian 
(Cruiseabout).

Pukekohe Travel 
celebrates 
receiving its 2012 
Diamond Partner-
ship Award. 
From left to right 
(standing):Bruce 
Hudson (Pukekohe 
Travel Master Cruise 
Consultant), Eve 
Murphy (owner, 
Pukekohe Travel), 
Complete Cruise 
Solution NZ sales 
manager Belinda 
Clark.  Seated: Com-
plete Cruise 
Solution business
development manager Melissa Bannister and Gail Littin 
(Pukekohe Travel Master Cruise Consultant).
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HOSPITALITY
Te Waonui a Leading Light
Te Waonui Forest Retreat has been awarded 
the West Coast Tourism Leading Light Tour-
ism Award for business excellence at a black 
tie event at Shantytown.
The only Qualmark five-star accommodation 
on the West Coast, Te Waonui Forest Retreat 
has a Qualmark Enviro Gold rating. The 
property boasts natural timber sourced from 
sustainable forests, state-of-the-art insulation 
and is entirely computer monitored to ensure 
the highest levels of energy conservation.

Rees Hotel adds pillow menu
The Rees Hotel in Queenstown has added a 
Pillow Menu in all Executive Lake View hotel 
rooms and apartments. It offers six choices, 
including passion pillows infused with essen-
tial oils; pillows stuffed with lambswool and 
lavender; a 25% duck down version; and ones 
for those with allergies, sleep apnea, and even 

a tri-pillow for new mums.
The Rees offers other special touches like 
schist-clad gas fireplaces in every apartment, 
custom-made Rees Super King or Twin King 
Single beds by Sleepyhead and iPod docking 
stations.

Accor plants 3200 trees 
Accor New Zealand says its hotels and offices 
planted over 3,200 trees across the country in 
April and over 35,000 in Asia Pacific to mark 
the start of PLANET 21, the hotel group’s new 
sustainable development programme. 
To mark the launch of PLANET 21 in New 
Zealand, more than 80 staff from Accor’s 
Auckland Regional Office, Mercure Auckland, 
Mercure Auckland Windsor, Novotel and Ibis 
Ellerslie, Novotel Auckland Airport and 

Formule 1 Auckland Airport hotels gathered 
to plant over 100 native trees and shrubs to 
help restore the natural habitat on Motuihe 
Island.
This was the third year that Accor’s Auckland 
hotels have planted trees on Motuihe Island 
and it was very rewarding for the group to see 
trees from previous years still growing strong 
and the restoration of the island’s native 
biodiversity.

Accor raises $6600 for Cure Kids
Cure Kids, the preferred charity of Accor’s 
New Zealand and Fiji hotels is set to receive a 
boost of more than $6,600 thanks to Mercure 
Hotel’s ‘Dine for a Cure’ fundraiser. 
During April, seven of New Zealand’s 
Mercure Hotels, partnered with key suppliers 
Lion and Tegel to create a ‘Paired to Perfection’ 
challenge in their restaurants; with $10 from 
every meal donated to Cure Kids to help fund 
medical research in both New Zealand and 
Fiji for children’s life-threatening illnesses. 
Accor has been a key partner of Cure Kids 

since 2003 and has raised more than $2.5 
million for the charity that funds medical 
research into the high incidence of rheumatic 
heart disease in New Zealand children. 
The seven Mercure hotels that participated in 
the Cure Kids ‘Dine for a Cure’ fundraiser 
included Mercure Auckland, Mercure 
Auckland Windsor, Mercure Dunedin, 
Mercure Picton Marlborough Sounds, 
Mercure Queenstown Resort, Mercure 
Wellington and Mercure Wellington Willis 
Street.

TourWriter Assemblage 
TourWriter, the New Zealand-owned travel 
reservations software company, will be hold-
ing its Assemblage on 22JUN at the Heritage 
Hotel in Auckland. 
The Assemblage will include informative 
speakers from leading business and account-
ing firms Deloitte and Xero who will speak 
on issues facing inbound and wholesale travel 
businesses in the current climate, and offer 
some advice on key business strategies. 
Tourism New Zealand and NZ Tourism 
Export Council will address the delegates to 
discuss market conditions and opportunities 
for inbound companies to work more closely 

with these organisations.  
Tomahawk will share their online tourism 
marketing expertise, with some advice on 
increasing business through this very impor-
tant channel. 
TourWriter will present its latest enhance-
ments and improvements to the system, 
including Group Tour quotations and reser-
vations, currency exchange rates, enhanced 
client documentation, accounting integration 
and management reporting. 
The Assemblage is open to all TourWriter us-
ers and any other interested participants. 
Email Katherine@tourwriter.com.

Randi Zuckerberg headlines Air New Zealand event
World renowned social media expert Randi 
Zuckerberg will share her tips on how to 
succeed in today’s hottest communication 
channel with Kiwi businesses in July.
Randi Zuckerberg is formerly marketing 
director of Facebook and sister of founder 
Mark Zuckerberg. She is now the founder and 
creative director of United States based R to Z 
Studios.
Air New Zealand is flying Randi to New 
Zealand to headline a half-day social media 
event in Auckland at the Viaduct Events 

Centre on 04JUL, aimed at giving Kiwi 
businesses the knowledge they need to 
succeed in the fast moving medium that is 
proving a game changer for companies 
globally.
Tickets to ‘The Social Media Breakfast’ event 
are available now from Ticketmaster at 
$75pp plus Ticketmaster booking and service 
charges. The cost of the ticket also includes 
breakfast. 
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FTM Golf Day
The Francis Travel Marketing 2nd annual 
Golf Day was supported well by Agents, 
Airlines and their clients. 
Pictured below are the winning team, “Team 
Whelan”, L to R: Ross Thompson, Grant 
Whelan, Mark Sargent and Geoff Dolan.

Runner up team, Four Seasons Travel’s team 
captain Derek Bowman is pictured below in 
the middle with his clients.

Winner of the Best Gross on 77 was Mark 
Pirihi from Cathay Pacific, seen here accept-
ing the trophy from FTM Managing Director 
and Golf Professional (!) Tony Smith.

Mondo Travel Tasting Lounge features Western Australia
Mondo Travel hosted another of their hugely 
successful Tasting Lounge dinners last night 
at Auckland’s Wynyard Quarter.
Around 100 people gathered at Marvel Grill 
for a Western Australia themed dinner 
prepared by Kiwi-born chef Matt Egan, who 
had flown in from Cullen restaurant in the 
Margaret River region of WA, where he is 
head chef.  
He was joined by Cullen winemaker Trevor 

Kent and Tasting Lounge executive chef Brett 
McGregor in creating a spectacular three-
course meal, with matched wines from Cullen 
Wines.  
Entertainment was provided by Mondo 
maitre d’ and comedienne Jackie Clarke, and 
music from the 10-piece Tuxedo Swing band.
Proceeds from the Tasting Lounge dinner 
went as usual to the Mobility Dogs Trust.

Mondo Tasting Lounge maitre d’ Jackie Clarke, Mandy Veale (Mondo), Gordon Bayne (Mondo), 
Louise Frend (Tourism WA), Trevor Kent (Cullen WA), Angela Bartlam (Mondo), Chef Matt Egan 
(Cullen, WA), Lisa d’Souza (Tourism WA), Sarah Collins (Mondo) and Masterchef Brett McGregor 

Jenny Aitken and Tony Rogers (Tourism 
Australia), Lisa d’Souza (Tourism WA), 
Trevor Kent (Cullen WA) and Louise Frend 
(Tourism WA)


