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The return of Fiji Airways
Fiji’s national carrier, Air Pacific is to be renamed ‘Fiji Airways’, 
branding that has not featured on its aircraft since 1970.  
It is the latest initiative in the carrier’s turnaround strategy, driven 
by its managing director and CEO Dave Pflieger. The “360-
degree” review and restructure of the airline has seen it reverse 
losses, improve its schedules and network, and make significant 
investments in new aircraft and its onboard product.
“Our rebranding is part of an overall turnaround plan – a plan 
that is working well and should, with continued focus and 
effort, help us thrive and grow as the preferred airline of the South 
Pacific,” says Mr Pflieger. 
There are increased flights between Fiji and Sydney, an order for 
three brand new Airbus aircraft, the purchase of Rolls-Royce 
Trent 700 engines, and other work focussing on revitalising and 
modernising the airline’s product and services.
Air Pacific’s transition to its new livery and brand will be a 
methodical and planned process, expected to be fully completed 
by the end of 2013.
The Fiji Airways brand will be unveiled in early July and rolled 
out across the marketplace, ticket offices, check-in counters, 
airport lounge facilities, and the company’s official website and 
advertising over the following 18 months.
The new Airbus A330-200s, due to be delivered in the second half 
of 2013, will arrive wearing the new brand and colour scheme, 
completing the makeover.                                    More ..... p12
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Big hotel project for Dunedin
Resource consent applications were lodged 
last week for a 28-storey harbour front hotel 
for Dunedin. On the same day, a lawyer 
representing the developer revealed details of 
the project to a business audience at Dunedin’s 
Forsyth Barr Stadium, but said he could not 
yet reveal the backer’s identity.
The proposed property would have 215 five 
star guest rooms and 164 harbour view apart-
ments, plus a swimming pool, an all season 
entertainment rooftop area and restaurant, 
and a penthouse presidential suite.
Steve Rodgers, the developer’s lawyer, says a 
team of international architects, represented 
by New Zealand architect Gordon Moller of 
Moller Architects, was briefed to design a tall, 
elegant building with high quality aesthetics.
The landmark hotel would boost Dunedin’s 
accommodation pool by around 20% from 
2015, when it was planned to open for business. 
The hotel would be part of a branded chain, 
but the name of the chain was not released.
Meanwhile, Invercargill-based hotelier Geoff 
Thomson, of Distinction Hotels, told the 
Otago Daily Times his company remained 
committed to transforming the former 
Dunedin chief post office into a 170-room 
hotel.
“When looking at an economic balance sheet 
over a year, it is very hard to justify new 
rooms. If we both did the rooms at the same 

time ... there would be more than Dunedin 
could handle, I believe.” 
Completing his Distinction Dunedin project 
would largely depend on what the Dunedin 
visitor market was doing. 
“It’s whether we believe it can handle 170 
rooms into a market of 500 rooms - that is a 
large increase. 
“We have to make sure we feel comfortable 
enough that the market will be able to handle 
it.” 
Mr Thomson told the ODT work on the 
project was continuing, including the building 
being re-roofed, steel beams installed, and the 
company had taken possession of an airbridge 
to join a proposed car park at the rear of the 
Princes St building. 
In addition, he had also invested in a local 
engineering firm to assist with the project.

Coldplay for Auckland
Auckland can expect a big influx of domestic 
business on the weekend of 09-11NOV 
following news that British rock band 

Coldplay is to play one New Zealand concert, 
at Mt Smart Stadium, on 10NOV.
Advance tickets will be on sale from midday 
Thursday. 

Queenstown pressures Aussie ski resorts
NZSki boss James Coddington has told 
Queenstown’s Mountain Scene that the alpine 
resort has nothing to fear despite many 
Australian ski resorts offering big discounts. 
Queenstown’s share of the Australian ski 
market has seen it grow from 13,000 holiday 
arrivals a year in 2006 to 58,000 last year. 
Australian resorts, including Perisher, Falls 
Creek and Thredbo, have spent millions 
of dollars in recent years improving their 
facilities but have been outpaced by large 
investment in Queenstown and NZ ski fields, 
Coddington says. 
Queenstown is marketed on the Australian

east coast as an accessible resort – three 
hours by air compared to a seven-hour drive 
to biggest resort Perisher – and for the bars, 
restaurants and facilities in the town itself. 
It is also marketed as affordable, with skiing
for about $90 a day compared to $110 in 
Australia – after the latest discounts are taken 
into account. 
“There’s a big market there and at the moment 
we’re probably only capturing 10-12 per cent 
of that total ski market, so we’re really only 
scratching the surface of where we could be,”  
Coddington told Mountain Scene.

Snow arrives at Mt Hutt 
Winter has arrived at Mt Hutt, with snow-
fall late last week heralding the start of the 
countdown to the 2012 snow season.   The 
mountain received 5cm of snow at the base 
and 20cm on the top, and snow making is set 
to start this week as temperatures drop.  Mt 
Hutt ski area is scheduled to open on 09JUN, 
subject to conditions.   www.nzski.com.

Snow chains, racks with Europcar
For those bound for the snow this winter, 
Europcar has snow packages giving renters 
snow chains and ski racks, combined with 
snow cover that allows drivers to take the 
vehicle above the snowline and 24-hour 
access to roadside assistance. Customers also 
have the option to upgrade their package to 
include damage cover at a reduced cost for 
windscreens, headlights and tyres.
The packages are available to those booking 
for three days or more, with vehicles ranging 
from 4-seater hatchbacks to 12-seater vans.
Go to europcar.co.nz or phone 0800 800 115 

to find out 
more. Book by 
31MAY12 for a 
10% Early Bird 
Discount. 
A similar 
offer applies to 
vehicle rental 
in Australia.



National Convention Centre 
for Queenstown?
MICEbtn reports that PM John Key raised 
the possibility of the government supporting 
three national convention centres - in Auck-
land, Christchurch and Queenstown. “I think 
there’s an opportunity to have more than one 
under a national convention centre brand.”
Speaking in Queenstown at TRENZ 2012, 
Key said that there was “a real opportunity” 
for a convention centre in the Southern Lakes 
resort town.  The government was “in the 
early stages of discussion with some parties,” 
he revealed. 
A financial contribution by the government 
was likely in Queenstown, as was happening 
in Christchurch where a new convention 
centre was a top rebuild priority, given the 
city’s heavy conference traffic pre-earthquake.

The Motu Trails open SAT
The Motu Trails, the seventh Great Ride to 
be completed under Nga Haerenga, The New 
Zealand Cycle Trail, will be opened with a 
public cycling and walking event this Sunday, 
20MAY.
The grand opening was originally scheduled 
for March, but was postponed after storms 
caused a slip that saw the closure of State 
Highway 2’s Waioeka Gorge. The trails were 
unaffected by the wet weather.
The Motu Trails extends from the spectacular 
Opotiki coastline through to Matawai, taking 
riders through a diverse range of landscapes, 
natural beauty and history. The trails boast 
spectacular sights of the Pacific Ocean, 
panoramic views of the greater Eastern Bay 
of Plenty, beautiful bush-clad country with 
plenty of native birdlife and the magnificent 
Pakihi Stream.

Graham Budd lands top DQ role
Destination Queenstown chairman Mark 
Quickfall has announced that the RTO’s new 
chief executive is to be its current General 
Manager of Marketing, Graham Budd, 
effective immediately.
“The Board undertook a robust, thorough 
recruitment process to attract the best possible 
candidates for this key role and Graham’s 
proven skills, depth of marketing experience 
and strong industry relationships won him 
our support,” said Mr Quickfall. 
Mr Budd will continue as a board member of 
the Regional Tourism Organisations of New 
Zealand (RTONZ) and the Leading Mountain 
Resorts of the World.

Targeting top-end Indonesians
Auckland Airport has launched social media 
activity and a new luxury-focused website 
that target Indonesians interested in travelling 
to premium destinations.
Website www.luxurynz.co.id, www.facebook.
com/luxurynz.indonesia and @LuxuryNZ_ID 
were created to engage and influence affluent 
Indonesians interested in international travel 
by showcasing the very best New Zealand has 

to offer, with information tailored to their 
needs, preferences and language (they are bi-
lingual sites, presented in the official language 
of Bahasa Indonesia and English) and by 
capitalising on their love of the Internet and 
social media.
Visitors to luxurynz.co.id can take advantage 
of packages on offer to New Zealand and buy 
directly through the website.

New website packed with adventure safety tips 
A new, world-first website offering adventure 
tourism and commercial outdoor operators 
a “one stop shop” for information and advice 
on running a safe operation has been formally 
launched.
Prime Minister and Tourism Minister John 
Key did the honours at TRENZ, unveiling 
www.SupportAdventure.co.nz on behalf of 
the TIA who developed it with support from 
Outdoors New Zealand and funding from the 
Department of Labour. 

Content on SupportAdventure is based on 
extensive consultation with the adventure and 
outdoor sector, including 25 operator work-
shops attended by more than 300 operators, 
as well as discussions with a range of 
individual businesses and organisations. 

Businesses pedal support 
PM John Key while in Queenstown for 
TRENZ, recognised six National Partners 
that have signed up as supporters of the New 
Zealand Cycle Trail. 
The Holiday Accommodation Parks Assn of
NZ, Interislander, Britz Campervans, and 
guiding companies Pedaltours, Pure Trails 
New Zealand and Flying Kiwi Adventures 
were acknowledged as founding partners.
Hilton Hotel, Queenstown became an NZCT 
local partner for the Queenstown Trail, which 
will be completed in OCT.

Owen River Lodge online
Owen River Lodge has developed a new 
blog in order to keep fishing fans up-to-date.  
There are two blog entries currently, reviews 
of the trout fishing over the past few months. 
Check the new blog out at: 
www.owenriverlodge.co.nz/blog/  They’re also 
on Facebook.  Owen River Lodge is now the 
number 1 rated specialty lodging provider on 
the South Island on TripAdvisor.  Read what 
guests had said about their stay here.

NZ Self Drive Tours agent-only site
A new agent-only area has been developed 
and launched at newzealandselfdrivetours.
co.nz. Registered agents can then search a 
database of more than 240 self drive touring
options, add their clients’ details, get a 
guaranteed net tour price and produce a high 
quality itinerary with their own company 
logo and personalised to the client. 
New Zealand Self Drive Tours Ltd (Part of 
the New Zealand Fine Touring group) says 
it has strict quality processes as well as being 
Qualmark endorsed and full members of the 
Tourism Export Council.
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Worldwide Car & Motorhome Rental Specialists Call 0800 88 55 90 or visit 
www.driveaway.co.nzEstablished over 20 years ago, we offer over 60+ self drive suppliers at more than 8,000 global locations!

AUSTRALIA
Australian tourism needs more casinos - Packer
Australia’s flagging tourism industry can be 
saved by attracting the Chinese middle class 
to large casinos, the Daily Telegraph quotes 
Crown chairman James Packer as saying. 
Mr Packer, who owns casinos in Melbourne, 
Perth and Macau, told Channel 9’s 60 Minutes 
that recognising the Chinese middle class was 
as important as recognising the internet.
“It’s like saying how big a deal is the internet,” 
said Mr Packer.
“The Chinese middle class is going to change 
the world.”
He said Australia cannot rely on its natural 
beauty alone, because people are more drawn 
to man-made attractions.
“A lot of the Chinese tourists like man-made 
attractions as well as natural attractions,” he 
said.

“We need to have better hotels, better 
restaurants, better shopping.”
He said he was keen to secure a tables-only 
high-roller Sydney casino complex at 
Barangaroo to bring in more Chinese tourists.
Mr Packer gave the United States as an 
example of how man-made attractions win 
over natural ones.
“Las Vegas gets 40 million people a year,” he 
said.
“I think maybe the greatest natural attraction 
is the Grand Canyon. It’s a half-hour drive 
from Las Vegas but gets about three million 
(visitors) a year.”
Footnote:  One Crown board member, former 
Qantas CEO Geoff Dixon, is chairman of 
Tourism Australia.

Mass whale migration 
begins off WA coast 
Last week saw the start of the annual 
humpback whale migration along 
the Western Australian coast. with 
the release of a new children’s book 
about whale rescues. 
The Department of Environment and 
Conservation has already received 
several early reports of whales 
along the coast including a pod of 
killer whales off Rottnest Island last 
month.
The 13,000km round-trip is taken 
annually by humpback whales from 
Antarctica to warmer waters in WA’s 
north.

60% off Companion Fare
Buy one adult fare on The Indian Pacific or The Ghan, 
and a companion gets 60% off their fare. The deal is for 
sales by 31MAY12, for travel before 31DEC12 and 
applies to journeys on The Ghan from Darwin to 
Adelaide and on The Indian Pacific from Perth to 
Sydney. Rail Plus has the details.  www.railplus.co.nz

MoMA art for AGWA
The Art Gallery of WA (AGWA) is to host 
an exclusive series of six exhibitions across 
three years, featuring works from New York’s 
Museum of Modern Art (MoMA).
The Picasso to Warhol: Fourteen Modern 
Masters exhibition opens next month and 
features works by Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse, 
Constantin Brancusi, Piet Mondrian, Fernand 
Léger, Marcel Duchamp, Giorgio De Chirico, 
Joan Miró, Romare Bearden, Alexander 
Calder, Jackson Pollock, Louise Bourgeois, 
Jasper Johns and Andy Warhol.
In addition to the art, the exhibition series 
will offer a complete New York experience 
with entertainment, music, food, shopping 
and an exclusive Manhattan-inspired Bar.

A Taste of Coolum 2012 
A Taste of Coolum - a foodie event - will be 
held 22-24JUN at Coolum Golf & Spa Resort, 
with highlights including A Night in Chile 
on Friday, a Chilean Wine Masterclass and 
Pinots of the World degustation dinner on the 
Saturday, and the Chefs Alfresco and 
Sparkling Garden events on Sunday.  
The resort’s Village Square will be transformed 
into a lively Chilean piazza bustling with live 
cooking stations and festive entertainment 
including Chilean dancers in costume. 
Authentic Chilean chefs will present a feast, 
washed down with fine Chilean wines.
www.coolumgolfandspa.com.au

AIME dates change
The Asia-Pacific Incentives & Meetings Expo 
(AIME) 2013 show will now take place 26-
27FEB13.  Reed Travel Exhibitions had 
previously announced MAR13 dates, but 
MCEC exhibition space has now become 
available in FEB when the show is usually held.

New Toga hotel for Sydney
A new four-star 170-room hotel overlooking 
Sydney’s Royal Randwick Racecourse will be 
managed by Australian-owned Toga Hotels 
which has struck a deal with the Australian 
Turf Club. The A$80 million Adina Royal 
Randwick Racecourse hotel will open in 2014.

Investor confidence 
in Sydney hotels
Tourism Accommodation Australia (NSW) 
director Carol Giuseppi says Toga’s new 
Randwick Racecourse hotel is exactly the 
kind of targeted accommodation facility that 
Sydney needs. 
There is renewed interest in hotel investment 
with the opening of the 171-room The Darling
at The Star last year, the planned opening of 
the 196-room QT hotel above the State Theatre 
in late 2012 and the opening of the new 
A$10m boutique hotel in the Rocks by Baillie 
Lodges in 2013. 
Giuseppi told Business Event News the tourism
accommodation sector had been heavily 
investing in refurbs in the past two years. 
“We have seen the $60 million opening of the 
Park Hyatt in February this year,” she said. 
“There are also major refurbishments current-
ly underway or recently completed at hotels 
across Sydney including the Four Seasons, 
Sheraton on the Park, Novotel Rockford 
Darling Harbour, Hyde Park Inn, Holiday Inn 
Darling Harbour, The Castlereagh Boutique 
Hotel, The Shangri-La, Hilton Sydney, Radisson 
Hotel & Suites, Sydney Marriott Hotel, Swis-
sotel and the Four Points by Sheraton. “And 
in Greater Sydney: the Holiday Inn Sydney 
Airport, Clarion on the Park in Parramatta 
and Parramatta Parkroyal. 
“The total value of these refurbishments alone 
is well over $100m.”

http://www.driveaway.co.nz/agents/login


Answer the following 
questions and be in to 
win one of 6 bottles of 
Grand Vin de Bordeaux 

wine

1.  What is unique about 
Ramada’s 360 Restaurant?

2.  Name the bay on which 
Ramada Plaza is situated?

3.  Ramada Plaza is set in 
the heart of the action 
with cafes, bars, shops and 
beach all on it’s doorstep.  
True or false?

Send answers to 
heather@hoganreps.co.nz 

by 31 May 2012.

*  Ideally located in Anse Vata Bay
*  Self contained rooms and suites 
*  Noumea’s only revolving restaurant 360!
*  Rendezvous Sports Bar
*  Oasis swimming pool
*  Conference facilities
*  Kids Club
*  Ramada Spa

Contact your wholesaler for specials!

C’est Magnifique! WIN!

Proudly represented by 
Hogan and Associates

T: +649 489 7844

PACIFIC ISLANDS
New Caledonia Time to Relax 
shortlife fare
Aircalin has New Caledonia airfares (econo-
my class only) on sale until 31MAY12.
Return economy class levels, inclusive of all 
government taxes/levies (subject to currency 
fluctuation) are $616 ex AKL, $788 ex WLG 
and $818 ex CHC, with domestic flights in 
conjunction with Jetstar via AKL.
The fares are valid for travel commenced and 
completed 07JUN12-06DEC12 and on 
Aircalin’s Thursday Airbus A330 flights only.
Seats are limited and will not be available on 
all services. Booking conditions apply and full 
details can be found in the GDS.
Airfares can be purchased standalone or with 
a range of complementary 7-night accommo-
dation deals available through South Pacific 
wholesalers.
Call Aircalin reservations on (09) 977 2238 or 
visit www.aircalin.com

Stay Pay deal at Pacific Resort 
Rarotonga’s Pacific Resort has a Stay 5 Pay 4 
deal that has the bonus of a NZ$50 food and 
beverage credit per room per day, plus daily 
tropical breakfast.  Valid for all room catego-
ries, the offer is for sales to 31JUL and travel 
before 31MAR13.
Meanwhile Pacific Resort Aitutaki has a Fly 
Free offer in conjunction with stays of five 
or more nights. There are up to two return 
airfares RAR-AIT-RAR per room booked per 
stay.
Again, it’s for sales to 31JUL and travel before 
31MAR13.
Call your wholesaler for details and bookings.
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www.aircalin.com

• 4 departures every week from  
   Auckland to Nouméa
• Convenient daytime departures  
   in both directions
• Year-round, non-seasonal  
   airfares valid on all 4 flights

• An extensive network covering the  
   South Pacific, Japan and Korea
• Tailored group quotes
• Through fares from main domestic  
   centres
• A modern Airbus fleet of A330  
   and A320 aircraft

• Exclusive Business Class on the  
   Auckland-Nouméa route
• Full inflight service, regardless  
   of the fare paid
• The only true New Caledonia  
   experience

10 Good reasons 
to fly Aircalin

                                       (09) 977 2238 
           reservations@aircalin.co.nz

THE MONTH OF MAY IS THE MONTH OF LEI
WHY DON’T YOU JOIN OUR HAWAI’I TRAVEL SPECIALIST PROGRAMME?
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Matavai Motel nears completion 
As Niue’s visitor head count continues on an 
impressive upward climb, the need for 
additional bed space will soon be met with 
the opening of the Matavai Motel. 
Located just under 2km north from the 
existing Matavai Resort, the Matavai Motel is 
on schedule to open on 07SEP and is already 
enjoying pre opening bookings. 
The three-star property presents a ‘new to 
Niue’ concept in the form of five duplex 
buildings with interconnecting doors making 
it ideal for family groups. Ten self-catering 
studio rooms or five self-catering two-
bedroom family rooms offer flexibility and 
spacious comfort to guests to the island. 
With each room offering prime ocean views, 
as with its sister property, Matavai Motel 
guests can enjoy exceptional whale watching 
from their balconies during the season which 
runs from July to October. 
An additional benefit to Motel guests is a 
chargeback facility to the Matavai Resort 
offering guests the choice of self-catering or 
resort dining and entertainment options. 
Matavai Niue general manager, Adrian 
Walters says that the addition of the Matavai 
Motel  is a “big step forward for the island 
and will provide much needed “bed space 

and accommodation options to guests to the 
island.”  Niue Island Tourism development 
manager, Hayden Porter echoes this, stating
“Growth in the accommodation sector is 
critical to enhancing the visitor experience 
and ensuring the future viability of a much 
needed second air service to Niue.” 
www.niueisland.com

Hot holiday savings in Tahiti
Air Tahiti Nui is offering autumn deals on a 
selection of Tahiti holiday packages and fares 
booked by 28MAY12.
Until that date, fares between Auckland and 
Papeete are priced from $905 return for 
Economy Class travel and from $2,530 for 
Business Class.
To complement the fares, Air Tahiti Nui and 

Our Pacific are also offering a 
range of all-inclusive packages

from $1,549pp. Packages include return 
Economy Class flights with Air Tahiti Nui 
between AKL and PPT, accommodation, 
transfers and some meals. 
>>  4 nights in Tahiti from $1,549pp staying 
at the Le Meridien Tahiti Resort with bonus 
breakfasts daily, bonus resort credits and an 
upgrade to a Deluxe Ocean View Room.
>>  7 nights in Moorea and Tahiti from 
$2,199pp, staying a night at the InterConti-

nental Tahiti Resort at either end of the 
holiday and 5 nights in between at the 
InterContinental Moorea Resort and Spa, 
with bonus daily breakfasts.  
>>  7 nights in Tahiti and Bora Bora from 
$2,999pp, staying two nights at the Sofitel 
Tahiti Maeva Beach Resort and 5 nights at the 
Sofitel Bora Bora Marara Beach Resort in a 
Luxury Garden Bungalow.  Enjoy bonus daily 
breakfasts and dinners in Bora Bora and daily 

breakfasts in Tahiti.  
These deals are priced per person, including 
taxes, and must be booked before 28MAY12.  
The autumn airfare is valid for travel between 
23AUG and 10DEC12. Packages are valid for 
travel from now until 10DEC12 and prices 
are based on twin share accommodation. 
Prices are subject to availability on requested 
dates of travel and taxes can change without 
notice. Some conditions apply.  

Tokoriki’s newly styled Bures
A tropical colour splash of papaya, coffee and 
lime brings a lush tropical feel to the Deluxe 
Beach Bures and Sunset Pool Villas at couples-
only Tokoriki Island Resort Fiji. 
All 34 bures have new designer soft furnishings. 
White flowing netting that frames the king size 
bed is tied with Tokoriki shell tassels.

http://nz.aircalin.com/billet-noumea.php
http://hto.travelagentportal.net/account/login.aspx


Exotic Holidays
Specialist Tour Operator Groups: Call

0508 396 842
Special Interest, Adventure,

School Groups & More...
CLICK HERE TO GET 
OUR NEWSLETTER
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ASIA
The View, Koh Samui
Classic Asia has a new villa featuring six 
bedrooms, including a six-bunk dormitory 
perfect for kids. Built above an unspoilt cove 
on Samui’s secluded southwest coast, The 
View lives up to its name. It offers 180 degree 
sea vistas from almost every room in the villa. 
A chic, three-storey pavilion houses four 
spacious, glass walled living and sleeping 
spaces. The entire space is backed by a plant-
covered natural cliff face, with a pond feeding 
the waterfall that flows through the centre of 
the property. 
The living room is furnished with an enormous 
sofa, an iMac loaded with music that can be 
piped throughout the villa and movies that 
can be shown on three pull down projector 
screens. 
Floating glass stairs lead up to the two first 
floor master suites, and down to the pool, 
terrace, bar and covered relaxation lounge. 
Directly across from the living room, an 
equally spacious dining area is served by a 
fully fitted, resort-style kitchen, fronted by 
a cool, white breakfast bar and a 10-seater 
wooden dining table (extendable to 24). 
Two bedrooms upstairs each feature central 
king sized beds, large flat screen TVs (with 
satellite and DVD players), iPod docks and 
remote control blinds. One bedroom boasts 
both in- and outdoor rain showers in the 
ensuite bathroom, the other a unique, in-room 
shower installation, and an outdoor tub 
surrounded by trees, and both rooms slide 
open onto teak wood sea view terraces. 
A 16.5m infinity pool with attached Jacuzzi 
fronts the entire lower floor of the main 
pavilion. An outdoor dining area is served 

by a built-in barbeque next to the 
pool bar, while a poolside recess 
features cushioned sofas for shaded 
relaxation, and the second of three 
pull down screens offers laid back 
evening entertainment. A second 
sea view terrace serves as a massage 
sala, below it a fully fitted gymnasium 
(scheduled). 
The remaining four bedrooms 
occupy their own pavilions to the 
left of the central lawn and garden.
The two double guest rooms are 
stand-alone bungalows with spacious
interiors, wraparound balconies and 
generous ensuite bathrooms 
featuring showers with sliding doors 
that open onto tropical views. Then 
a walkway feeds a pavilion to the 
rear, which houses a bright, airy 
children’s room with six comfortable, 
built-in bunks, bean bag furnish-
ings and a flat screen TV. This room 
shares an ample bathroom with a 
comfortable, twin bedroom with its 
own private balcony. 
Sunset can be enjoyed over drinks 
on the generous pool deck, from the 
garden lawn or on the private beach-
side terrace. Here, fitted speakers 
and another projector screen make 
for the ultimate outdoor cinema. 
The villa manager takes care of every 
request, while the in-house chef 
prepares a vast selection of dishes.
Click here for full details of The 
View, and call Marianne Mannering 
at Classic Asia on 09428 1035

Singapore Marriott Hotel, with its land-
mark green pagoda roof, at the corner of 
Scotts Road and Orchard Road, has 
completed a S$35 million refurbishment.
As the most extensive project of its kind in 
the hotel’s 17-year history, all guest rooms 
have been overhauled to offer more ef-
ficient use of space with newly installed 
bathrooms with large walk-in rain showers 
as well as extended vanity areas. 
Technology upgrades include a 46-inch 
Samsung Full-HD Smart TV in every room, 
and there 
is new 
furniture, 
including 
two 
signature 
1956 
leather 
Eames 
Desk 
Chairs.  
Two new 
room 
categories 
have been 
introduced: 
Premier 
Deluxe 
Rooms 
and Studio Rooms. 
The once traditional hotel lobby has been 
converted into an open plan zone while 
Marriott Cafe boasts a sophisticated new 
ambience, extended seating and open 
kitchen block.  A brand new F&B concept, 
Java+ completes the refurbishment.

http://www.exoticholidays.co.nz
http://www.classicasia.island-property-services.com/The-View.html
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Changi’s ‘The Millionaire Life’
This 3D illusion art piece, ‘The Millionaire 
Life’ was created by world renowned 3D artist 
Kurt Wenner specially for Changi Airport’s 
Terminal 3 Departure Hall. Measuring 9m by 
9m and 3m high, the giant artwork marks the 
launch last week of the third run of the ‘Be a 
Changi Millionaire’ retail promotion.
This year, on top of the chance to win a 
million dollars, the airport is giving away 
attractive instant prizes.
Shoppers can qualify for both the Instant 
Game and Monthly Draw simply by spending
a minimum of S$30 in a single receipt at 
selected Changi Airport outlets, with the 
number of winning chances increasing with 
the amount spent. 

An additional chance will be allocated for 
Changi Rewards’ card members.
In the Instant Game, which involves a game 
of chance at game consoles located at event 
sites in the terminals, shoppers stand to win 
attractive prizes on the spot, including the 
new iPad, shopping vouchers, travel 
accessories and other gifts.
A lucky finalist will be drawn each month 
during the six-month promotion, with all six 
coming together to vie for the grand prize at 
the Grand Draw early next year. Each finalist
wins a cash prize of S$5,000, with return air-
fare to Singapore (for non-Singapore 
residents) plus a two-night hotel stay.
For more details of ‘Be a Changi Millionaire’ 
visit www.changiairport.com/millionaire.

Kurt Wenner and his latest masterpiece

THE AMERICAS
50% more seats to Hawaii
Air New Zealand is adding significant new 
capacity to its Auckland – Honolulu route to 
meet high customer demand for this popular 
holiday destination.
Between late OCT12 and MAR13 the airline
will add a third weekly Boeing 767-300 
service increasing the total number of seats 
available on this route by 50%.
In addition to this, between 09JUN and 
01SEP12 Air New Zealand will upgrade its 
regular twice weekly service to a larger Boeing
777-200 aircraft, providing 21% more 
capacity on the same period last year.
Air New Zealand will also be offering its Seats 
to Suit fare structure on the AKL – HNL 
route for travel from 24JUL12, bringing it 
into line with other Tasman and Pacific Island 

destinations.
The increased capacity to Hawaii follows 
similar increases to North American routes.  
Air New Zealand is moving to 14 return 
services per week between Auckland and Los 
Angeles from mid JUN12, including three 
flights on Saturdays and a double daily service 
most other days of the week.
It’s also deploying 379 seat B747-400 aircraft 
on the Auckland - San Francisco route five 
times per week, moving to daily during peak 
demand times.  The Auckland - Vancouver 
route will also move to five services per week 
between DEC12 and FEB13.  Previously this 
route has operated between two and four 
times a week depending on seasonal demand.

The Ultimate 
4th July road 
trips 
Your clients can 
experience the 
freedom of the open 
road and celebrate 
America’s 
Independence Day 
in style with TrekAmerica’s week long road 
trip adventures.
Their 7-day Western Adventure departs from 
Los Angeles and is priced from $840pp twin 
share. Clients will experience the Grand 
Canyon and enjoy a night in Las Vegas that 
they’ll never forget on this special 4th July 
departure. Other highlights include Route 66, 

Hoover Dam, a city tour of Hollywood and 
Venice Beach. 
For those that are travelling from New York, 
TrekAmerica is offering a 7-day Eastern 
Discovery trip also priced from $840pp.  
For more info on TrekAmerica call Adventure 
World on 0508 496 753.

http://www.acrossia.com
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/travel-deals/trekamerica-4th-of-july-western-adventure/
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/travel-deals/trekamerica-4th-of-july-eastern-discovery/
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/travel-deals/trekamerica-4th-of-july-eastern-discovery/
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Peru property on Hot List 
Each year Conde Nast Traveler publishes its 
“Hot List” of the year’s Top New Hotels, and 
World Journeys says it is thrilled to see many 
of its favourite properties listed for 2012 
including, in Peru, the Inkaterra Hacienda 
Concepcion in the Tambopata Nature 
Reserve, pictured here. 

Others feature in Botswana: Abu Camp in the 
Okavango Delta; in Canada: the Rosewood 
Hotel Georgia in Vancouver; in Ecuador:  
Casa Gangotena in Quito; and in Egypt:
Sofitel Legend Old Cataract in Aswan.  
For these properties, call 0800 117311 or 
email info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Ski Blackcomb
Blackcomb Mountain in Canada is naturally 
impressive. Offering over 3,414 acres of ski-
able terrain and over 100 marked trails this 
ski field is suitable for beginners, intermediate 
and advanced skiers. Skiers and riders can 
seek out their perfect zones and then change 

their minds depending on the snow 
conditions and whatever whim strikes their 
fancy. It also boasts one of the most advanced 
lift systems in the world.
Adventure World has a range of ski packages 
for those that want to experience Blackcomb 

and its sister mountain Whistler. Book 
8-days / 7-nights at the ski-in/ski-out 
Aspens on Blackcomb from $1,133pp 
twin share. This package includes 
accommodation in a One Bedroom 
Condo and a 6 day lift pass. Amenities 
include a heated outdoor pool, three 
outdoor hot tubs, an exercise room and 
laundry facilities. 
Offer available for travel 22NOV12 – 
30APR13. For more information on 
ski contact Adventure World’s North 
America team on 0508 496 753.

Panorama Circle from Vancouver 
Book by 01JUN12, for travel before 17OCT12 
and save $185pp on the 8-day Panorama 
Circle tour, now priced from $3010pp. Your 
clients will lose count of the coastal forests, 
majestic mountain peaks and emerald green 
lakes included in their holiday. Highlights in-
clude 2-day journey from Vancouver to Banff, 
winery tour and tasting in Kelowna, Banff 
tour, Banff Lake Cruise, Lake Louise and the 
Yoho Valley tour, Columbia Icefields and 
Rocky Mountaineer “Redleaf ” from Jasper to 
Vancouver. 

For more information call Adventure World 
on 0508 496 753.

The Dubai Safari 
Project
Dubai has launched plans 
to build a safari park-style 
facility to replace the 
emirate’s ageing zoo.
The Dubai Safari Project 
will cover 400 hectares and 
include a safari park, 
butterfly park, golf courses, 
and entertainment and 
recreational areas.
Dubai Safari, which will 
cover 60 hectares of the total 

South Africa and Zimbabwe signed a memoran-
dum of understanding on Saturday, furthering 
tourism opportunities between the two coun-
tries. The press statement says both countries 
acknowledge the contribution that tourism 
makes in growing their respective economies 
and creating employment opportunities.

area, is aimed at “establishing the best 
centre for wildlife in the world”. 
Hundreds of animals, birds and other 
creatures living in enclosures in the 
existing facility in Jumeirah will be 
relocated to the new safari park.
The site of the project is currently 
being prepared with roads and 
infrastructure, gardening, and land-
scaping.

LAN’s Southern Traverse - South America, South Africa & Australia on one easy fare 
From NZD4049 Economy; NZD9349 Business Class. See your GDS for details. (Fare basis MEENS811)

www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/north-america/canada/ski-canada/tours/the-aspens-on-blackcomb 
www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/north-america/canada/ski-canada/tours/the-aspens-on-blackcomb 
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The Cumberland hotel reviewed
During his recent trip to London on the 
inaugural Korean Air flight into the city’s 
Gatwick Airport, aviation commentator 
Peter Clark stayed at The Cumberland hotel 
on Oxford Street. Here is his review: 
“This four-star property, with its 1,109 rooms, 
is a massive landmark at the Marble Arch end 
of Oxford Street. Traditional on the outside, it 
is now a style icon and has a striking, 
contemporary interior. 
Its impressive entrance leads into a mood-lit 
minimalist lobby, with a modern sheet glass 
waterfall and extraordinarily lifelike sculptural 
works of art.  The check in area is spacious 
and well-manned with attentive, helpful staff. 
While the official check in time is 2pm, they 
do their best to accommodate the weary 
traveller earlier if they can.  
Guest rooms have all the facilities you could 
ask for, and the beds are large and very 
comfortable, and use Egyptian cotton sheets. 
There are coffee and tea making facilities, and 
the traditional biscuit for each cup. The Wi-Fi 
in the hotel was of variable quality, but I was 
told it was about to get a big upgrade and a 
better pricing system. There is free Wi-Fi in 
The Cumberland’s restaurants, with connection 
to improve following the upgrade, but I wish 
UK hotels would offer a minimum daily 
connection in the room rate, or free Wi-Fi in 
the lobby. 
Features of the hotel include the designer-
industrial Carbon Bar. This is a late night bar 
and is well worth the visit. Its industrial look 
reminded me of Al Brown’s The Depot across 
the road from SkyCity in Auckland. Also 
hidden away, but well known in London, is 

the Michelin-starred Rhodes W1 Restaurant 
run by one of the world’s most innovative 
chefs, Gary Rhodes, as well as the more public 
Rhodes W1 Brasserie.
The Cumberland is one of London’s best 
positioned hotels, in the heart of the shopping
on Oxford and Regent Streets and across 
from Park Lane, Hyde Park and many of the 
city’s major attractions. It is also adjacent to 
the Marble Arch Tube station.
It is a member of the Guoman Hotels group, 
an exclusive collection of unique deluxe 
London Hotels: Charing Cross, The Cumber-
land, The Royal Horseguards and The Tower.
It is therefore a very good hotel, with real 
pride in its presentation and service. With 
that and its prime location comes a room rate 
(NZ$400-700 double) that may be beyond 
some budgets, but its many plus points make 
it a great place to stay.

Early Tauck 2013 product 
available for booking now
A growing number of clients are interested 
in organising their 2013 travel plans early so 
Tauck has released a selection of 2013 land 
trips, European river cruises and small ship 
cruises, fully priced and available for booking 
now. 
Experience the Essence of South America in 
2013 with Tauck’s 14-day tour, priced from 
$8848pp twin share. This journey explores 
the best of Chile, Argentina and Brazil and is 
Tauck’s most comprehensive South America 
tour.
For those looking at travelling to Europe 
in 2013, Tauck has released an Amsterdam 
to Budapest Riverboat cruise, priced from 
$7582pp (category one). Voted “World’s 
Best River Cruise Line” by Travel + Leisure, 
Tauck’s Danube, Main, and Rhine cruise 
aboard ms Swiss Sapphire, ms Swiss Jewel 
or ms Treasures takes in five countries and 
features all-included shore excursions in 
Amsterdam, Vienna and Budapest and small 
towns along the way.
Call Adventure World on 0508 496 753 or 
visit www.adventureworld.co.nz.

The London Eye has just completed 
a multi-million-pound upgrade to 
its capsules ahead of the Olympics. 
Each capsule now has touch-screen 
guides with information and a 3D 
view of each of London’s major 
sights. The work has also achieved 
a 30% reduction in fuel consumption 
by the attraction.

Historic Istanbul 
Flights, 4 nights including buffet breakfast daily in Istanbul + 1 night in Seoul from $2559* C
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*email: res@escape-holidays.co.nz*

http://www.escape-holidays.co.nz
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AVIATION

Over 120 European destinations ... now that’s Wunderbar!

Name change to strengthen Fiji link
‘Fiji Airways’ operated from 1958 to 1970, at 
which time it was changed to ‘Air Pacific’ to 
reflect its greatly expanded regional presence.  
The rebranding will see the airline more 
closely aligned with its proud Fijian heritage
and its role as Fiji’s largest inbound and 
outbound airline.
Says CEO Dave Pflieger: “Globally there is 
high consumer awareness of Fiji as a holiday 
destination. We want to strengthen that asso-
ciation and also promote Fiji in every country 
we fly to.
“Returning to ‘Fiji Airways’ will better reflect 
our role as Fiji’s national carrier, and also 
assist Fiji by growing tourism and interest in 
the nation.
“Our airline is one of Fiji’s largest companies
employing 800 people directly and an 
estimated 8,000 or so indirectly, and we fly 
in over 60% of all visitors who come to Fiji, 
so it only makes sense for us to embrace our 
uniquely Fijian culture and spirit. These are 
characteristics which have seen Fiji consist-
ently recognised by consumers as one of the 
world’s friendliest countries and no doubt 
helped us win a recent award as one of the 

top ten small airlines in the world,” says Mr 
Pflieger.
“With a strong offering of outstanding resorts, 
hotel properties and diverse activities, we 
see a lot of opportunity to grow the profile of 
Fiji as both a final destination and a stopover 
destination for our long-haul services to Los 
Angeles and Hong Kong.  
“Our recent investment in new aircraft, a 
new inflight product, a new airport lounge, 
and better service, should also position us to 
capture more of Fiji’s high-end leisure travel 
market,” he added.
Footnote: In 2010/2011 Air Pacific and Pacific 
Sun carried a combined 1.1 million pax on 
15,000 flights. This represented a year-on-
year increase of 37,000 pax, which helped lift 
revenue by F$40 million. At the same time 
non-fuel costs were reduced by F$13 million.
Air Pacific posted an improved operating 
performance in FY 2010/11 (an operating loss 
of F$3.6 million compared to F$91.8 million 
in FY2009/10) and the additional changes at 
the airline are part of the final phase of 
activities designed to return the airline to 
sustainable profitability.

International PSC for WLG
An International Passenger Service Charge of NZ$18.65 will 
apply for each international arrival or departure at Wellington 
Airport, effective for tickets validated to Qantas and issued on/
after 18MAY for travel on/after 18MAY12. Infants under 2 years, 
transit pax and air crew – operating and positioning – are 
exempt. The Ticket Code is KK.

Air India downsizing plan
The Indian government has finally 
admitted that merging Air India and 
Indian Airlines five years back has not 
worked out well for the company. 
Stopping short of terming it a mistake, 
civil aviation minister Ajit Singh told the 
Times of India  “Maybe some benefits 
were foreseen out of this move like 
synergy and economies of scale, but 
those did not happen.” 
Both AI and IA were making cash profits 
till fiscal 2006-07 but have seen losses 
soaring thereafter. 
Asked if it made more sense to run AI 
and IA separately under one umbrella 
organization, the minister said 70% 
of the merger process in areas like IT, 
accounting, flight codes and marketing 
were complete, and undoing that “will 
again take many years.”
Acknowledging that the era of national 
carriers has drawn to an end globally, 
the minister added that Air India would 
need to get its cost structure and work 
ethos closer to service industry norms to 
survive. 
In its current state, the government has 
no plans for selling or privatizing AI, 
and India’s Cabinet says the AI mess 
would first need to be sorted out before a 
bailout can be announced.
The contingency plan drawn up by the 
aviation ministry and airline manage-
ment to tackle the ongoing industrial 
strife will see many international flights 
being withdrawn in the short term. 
A study done by AI late last year had 
shown that only two out of its 175 
weekly international flights were making 
money. 

MAS A380 nears delivery
The first Airbus A380 for Malaysia Airlines 
(MAS) flew from Hamburg to Toulouse last 
week following completion of interior fur-
nishing and cabin system tests. It will now 
undergo final system checks prior to the 
start of the customer acceptance process and 
delivery at the end of the month, after which 
its livery will be enhanced with additional 
paintwork.
MAS, which has six A380s on order, will 
become the eighth operator of the A380 and 
will commence commercial service between 
Kuala Lumpur and London effective 01JUL. 
Its three class configuration will offer a total 
494 seats.

Saudi domestic routes to 
open to foreign carriers
Aviation authorities in Saudi Arabia say they 
expect foreign carriers to begin running 
domestic services in the kingdom from 
APR13.
Arab News reports that the demand for Saudi 
domestic travel currently amounts to an extra 
2m seats annually and 14 overseas airlines 
had applied for domestic licenses. Saudi 
Arabia’s civil aviation authorities will 
reportedly begin approving applications from 
September and foreign carriers will have the 
option to pick any Saudi airport to operate 
out of.

http://www.lufthansaexperts.com
http://www.lufthansaexperts.com
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25% fuel hike hits IAG
IAG, the parent company of BA and Iberia, 
has reported a pre-tax loss of €263 million, 
far bigger than last year’s loss of €47 million 
loss, despite revenue rising nearly 8% to €3.9 
billion. Passenger unit revenue for the period 
was up 8.5%, on top of capacity increases of 
0.6%.  Fuel costs for the quarter rose 24.9% 
year-over-year to €1.4 billion.

SIA, SAS sign JV 
The CEOs of Singapore Airlines and Scandi-
navian Airlines have signed a joint venture 
agreement that will see the two Star Alliance 
carriers move beyond existing codeshare ties 
to include the co-ordination of flight sched-
ules, joint sales activities and enhanced net-
work connectivity.  Regulatory approval will 
now be sought from authorities in Singapore 
and Europe.
SIA currently operates three weekly flights 
between Singapore and Copenhagen in a 
codeshare partnership with SAS.

Virgin Atlantic has announced it will add 
a fourth daily service between Heathrow 
and New York JFK from 28OCT. It will de-
part T3 at LHR at 7pm arriving at New York 
10pm, with the eastbound flight departing 
JFK at 8am, arriving London at 8pm.

US Airways taps 
more of Europe
US Airways customers will have more ways 
to get to Europe this northern summer with 
daily, seasonal service to Barcelona, Athens, 
Glasgow, Venice, and Lisbon from the airline’s 
hub at Philadelphia. Daily, seasonal service 
will also be added from the airline’s Charlotte, 
N.C. hub to Dublin, Madrid, and Rome. 
Additional seasonal frequencies are also being 
added to Frankfurt from both Philadelphia 
and Charlotte giving customers a first ever 
choice of four daily non-stop flights from the 
east coast. The new flights supplement exist-
ing year-round service to 13 destinations in 
Europe and the Middle East. 
Pax travelling in US Airways’ Envoy inter-
national business class on its fleet of Airbus 
A330 aircraft can now experience an adjust-
able seat that reclines into a fully flat bed. The 
Envoy Suite also features personal in-flight 
entertainment and a standard 110-volt 
universal power outlet so customers can 
work, play and relax.

American will 
consider mergers
The Huffington Post reports that American 
Airlines says it is agreeing with creditors to 
consider potential mergers while it is still 
under bankruptcy protection.
American parent AMR Corp. says that the 
company and its bankruptcy creditors agreed 
to develop “potential consolidation scenar-
ios,” but that didn’t mean it would pursue a 
deal with any particular party.
Despite calls from AMR and politicians for 
everyone else to leave AMR alone to present a 
reorganization plan to the bankruptcy court, 
US Airways, a smaller but profitable competi-
tor has lobbied AMR’s creditors and lined up 
support from American’s three unions for a 
takeover.
On Friday hundreds of pilots and other 
employees marched into AMR headquarters
in Fort Worth, Texas, and in New York to 
deliver a message of “no confidence” in 
AMR management. The unions believe that 
a combined company would cut fewer jobs 
and stand a better chance at competing with 
industry leaders United and Delta.

CRUISE NEWS

‘Riviera’ christened in Barcelona 
Oceania Cruises christened Riviera, the new-
est entry in the upper-premium cruise ship 
market, at a gala ceremony in Barcelona last 
Friday. The ship’s godmother, celebrity chef 
Cat Cora named the ship watched by 1,300 
guests, including Frank J. Del Rio, the line’s 
founder and chairman, and Kunal S. Kamlani, 
the line’s president.  A 15-litre Nebuchadnez-
zar of Champagne (weighing some 114kg), 
custom-made by Veuve Clicquot, commemo-
ratively broke against the ship’s hull.
The national anthems of the U.S. and Spain, 
together with a Catalan flamenco perfor-
mance and a duet of Freddie Mercury’s 
“Barcelona” set a festive atmosphere for the 
ceremony.
 Following the christening cruise, Riviera 
begins a 10-day maiden voyage from Venice 
to Athens, departing tomorrow 16MAY, and 

until 29NOV12, she will offer a total of 20 
Mediterranean voyages.
For the latest Explore Your World specials on 
Riviera or for her 2013 itineraries, call Cruise 
Holidays for instant availability and pricing 
on 09 523 7788 or 0508 CRUISE (278 473).

http://www.cxagents.com
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Tel: 0800 422 784
Fax: 09-4424228
CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITE

DOUBLE DENALI SALE
To make the current HAL Alaska Cruise 
Tour Summer Sale even tastier, there’s 
now an offer of up to US$50 in free 
‘Denali Dollars’ per stateroom for new 
bookings on selected Double Denali 
Cruise Tours to use for shopping and 
dining at their Denali hotel.

Call Reservations on 0800 422 784 for itinerary and pricing information
ms Amsterdam

Rates start at NZ$1229pp.
BE QUICK - Denali Dollars are limited!

Ports of Auckland 
cruise terminal wins award
Ports of Auckland says it has been a record season 
capped by winning the “Most Efficient Terminal 
Operation” award in the international Cruise Insight 
2011 Awards.
“Servicing 97 visits from 30 cruise ships and processing
over 200,400 passengers is not a small task and it is a 
credit to the team we have at the Port,” says Ports of 
Auckland’s Wayne Mills.
In 1991, Auckland hosted just one cruise ship.  The 
2011/12 season saw five maiden callers and an entirely 
new cruise line visiting New Zealand.  On five 
occasions this season there were three cruise ships in 
port simultaneously.
 “In just three years, the number of cruise ship calls to 
Auckland have risen by 40%,” Mr Mills says. 
This is the second international cruise award won by 
the Port’s cruise team in the last three years. In 2009 
the team won the award for ‘The Most Responsive 
Port’ from Dream Cruise Destinations magazine.
Footnote: a second New Zealand port won a Cruise 
Insight 2011 Award. Akaroa won Best Local Initiative 
Award for its strong pro-active community involve-
ment in response to the Christchurch earthquake.

P&O Cruises Short Breaks 
Facebook App
P&O Cruises has launched a new Facebook app designed 
to help holidaymakers plan a short break at sea with their 
friends. 
The Short Breaks Facebook App is available to P&O Cruises’ 
Facebook following of around 80,000 friends, as well as new 
visitors who ‘like’ the cruise line’s popular page. 
The launch of the app reflects the growing trend towards 
short breaks. With the growing popularity of cruise holidays 
between two and four nights, P&O Cruises says it now offers 
an unprecedented range of short break holidays including 
themed comedy, lifestyle and food and wine cruises.
The app offers three easy steps to designing the perfect short 
break at sea with friends and family, beginning with users 
choosing a cruise based on their preferred pace of holiday 
and their interests.  
Facebook friends can then use the app to send a personal 
message to friends, inviting them to join their cruise, and to 
create a customised photo mash-up of cruising and friends’ 
profile images which they can share via Facebook. 
To mark the launch of the app, P&O Cruise is also running 
a Facebook competition giving friends the chance to win a 
Short Break cruise of their choice, with entries open until 
29MAY12. 
www.facebook.com/POCruises

Scenic Tailormade 
–new GPS guided tour system
The 2013 Scenic Tours Europe River Cruising Programme will offer 
its guests Scenic Tailormade, a new GPS guided tour system that 
allows them the option to 
explore the sights of Europe 
independently. 
Every guest on board a Scenic 
‘Space-Ship’ is provided with 
their very own handheld 
device offering flexible and in-
dependent sightseeing options 
for the duration of the river 
cruise. Guests can even use 
their own iPad or iPhone with 
a specifically designed Scenic 
Tours App at no charge.
The Scenic Tailormade 
product can even be used on 
cycling tours, with the elec-
tronically assisted bicycles 
Scenic Tours provides fitted 
with special mounts for the 
device.



Oceania to offer 
kids programme
Oceania Cruises, one of the most resolutely 
adult-oriented cruise lines in the industry, 
will introduce its first-ever programme for 
children on 2013 itineraries in Alaska.
It will be largely modelled after sister line 
Regent Seven Seas’ Club Mariner programme, 
which, in Alaska, takes an environment- and 
nature-oriented approach to entertaining the 
kids.  
The move results from passenger feedback 
and Oceania is hoping the programme will 
encourage grandparents to bring grandchil-
dren along on voyages to the family-friendly 
region. 
Another change for Oceania’s second season 
in Alaska is shorter voyages. The “biggest 
mistake” Oceania made with Alaska in 2011, 
according to the line’s founder chairman 
Frank del Rio, was focusing on long 
itineraries (10-14 days) rather than week-
long cruises. “There’s a reason why [other 
cruise lines] aren’t doing 10-14 day itineraries. 
No one wants them.” As a result, from late 
MAY13, most of the Alaska voyages Oceania’s 
Regatta sails will be seven-night trips between
Vancouver and Seattle, by way of Sitka, 
Wrangell and Ketchikan (and scenic cruising 
in the Tracy Arm fjord). There will also be a 
sprinkling of longer cruises offered.

Vancouver shore power 
cuts emissions
Vancouver’s cruise season has kicked off and 
Port Metro Vancouver anticipates a busy 
season, with 191 vessel calls and more than 
670,000 passengers expected to arrive and 
depart from the port’s two cruise terminals, 
Canada Place and Ballantyne Pier. 
This year’s cruise season also marks the third 
full year of the award-winning shore power 
installation at Canada Place. In 2009, Port 
Metro Vancouver became the first port in 
Canada, and third in the world, to install 
shore power for cruise ships – a system that 
enables ships to connect to the local electrical 
grid and shut off their diesel engines, signifi-
cantly reducing carbon emissions. Since then, 
90 vessels have connected to shore power, 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions by more 
than 3,000 tonnes. Nearly 40% of all cruise 
calls to Vancouver will be shore power-
enabled. Russian River Cruising 

World Journeys says bookings close at the end 
of May for its ‘Guaranteed to go fully escorted 
from NZ’ Black Sea, Ancient Crimea & Rivers 
of Russia journey.  Priced from $10,995pp 
share twin, the 23-day itinerary includes 
return flights with Singapore Airlines ex 
AKL/WLG/CHC, transfers, sightseeing, two 

river cruises (from Odessa to Kiev; and from 
Moscow to St Petersburg), port taxes, many 
meals, and the services of a World Journeys 
host.  Airline taxes of $295pp, optional shore 
excursions and tipping are additional.  
Call 0800 117311 or email
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Small ship savings
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World Journeys has savings on its American 
Safari Cruises Safari Explorer Hawaiian Islands 
itinerary and the new Safari Endeavour Baja 
Sea of Cortes itinerary.  
Clients enjoy US$150pp travel savings on the 
8-day Baja’s Bounty (departures 17NOV12 – 
20APR13), and US$250pp on 8-day Hawaiian 
Seascapes (departures 03NOV12 – 13APR13).  
Valid for new bookings only, when made by 

09SEP12.  
The new Safari Endeavour was formerly 
Cruise West’s Spirit of Endeavour, but 
American Safari Cruises has reduced the 
guest count from 102 down to 86, upgraded 
the vessel to the standards of their other 
yachts, added more crew for a 1:2.5 guest 
ratio, added massage rooms, hot tubs, sauna 
and much more.  Call 0800 117311.

Peregrine and Gecko’s ice deals
Griff at Peregrine and Gecko’s says they have 
great deals on their Antarctica and the High 
Arctic trips at the moment.
High Arctic 
1. 20% off all Arctic Voyages for 2013, booked 
by 29JUN12
2. Free Charter flights for the North Pole Voy-
ages for 2013 booked by 29JUN12
3. US$750 off select High Arctic trips for 2012 
Antarctica
1. 20% off Gecko’s Ocean Diamond if booked 
by 29JUN12 
2. US$1,000 off Peregrine Clipper Adventurer 
if booked by 29JUN12 (excludes 07NOV & 
25DEC12)
3. US$1,000 off Peregrine Sea Spirit if booked 
by 29JUN12 (excludes 16JAN13)

http://www.worldjourneys.co.nz/package.php?packageType=Cruise&packageID=334&packageName=Black-Sea,-Ancient-Crimea-and-Rivers-of-Russia-
http://www.worldjourneys.co.nz/package.php?packageType=Cruise&packageID=334&packageName=Black-Sea,-Ancient-Crimea-and-Rivers-of-Russia-
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New hotel for Auckland
Auckland Council has received an application 
for resource consent to construct a five-storey, 
34-room hotel on the corner of Beaumont Street 
and the Harbour Bridge’s Fanshawe Street off-
ramp opposite the Air New Zealand head office.

New Zealand hotels banking 
on The Hobbit
The release of Peter Jackson’s The Hobbit later 
this year will see increased tourism to New 
Zealand, a move welcomed by hotel owners 
and operators across the country. 
Kimi Anderson, General Manager of Sales 
and Marketing for Best Western Australasia, 
which has 17 hotels across the country, said, 
“Although our bookings and occupancy are 
steady, we need to re-invigorate global inter-
est in visiting New Zealand. The Rugby World 
Cup was fantastic for business, but as an in-
dustry, we always need to be planning ahead”. 
Bookings in APR12 increased by 25% on last 
year, and forward bookings for the 2012 ski 
season are strong, with some hotels already 
booked out for July and August.

Reward a favourite charity when 
booking a room
New Zealanders love to travel and they love to give 
to charity. A new accommodation booking website 
means they can now do both.
Kiwi Karma (www.kiwikarma.co.nz.) automatically 
makes a $5 donation per booking per night to a 
designated charity – at no extra cost to the person 
making the booking.
All users of the just-launched website have to do is 
choose from a range of charities and enter a code 
while booking accommodation.
The charities involved with the site include: 
Alzheimers New Zealand, Arthritis New Zealand, 
Cancer Society, Caritas, Forest & Bird, Plunket, and 
World Vision.
As well as giving to charity the website only features 
accommodation that has met an industry quality 
standard, taking the uncertainty out of booking 
online, says site developer Craig Crestani.
“Not only will you sleep better knowing you are giving 
back but also because you are in a quality, competi-
tively priced room,” Craig says.
Wellington based Crestani, who has had six years 
industry experience, developed the site with his wife, 
marketer Shelley Crestani, who has clients in the 
charity sector. 
“Through Shelley I know how hard fundraising can be 
for charities,” Craig says.
Kiwi Karma is tapping into the world-wide trend of 
consumers actively seeking to deal with businesses 
that allow them to purchase in a socially responsible 
way, Craig says.
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PEARL’S PEARLER
Being optimistic is desirable - 
believing in blind faith is not
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HOSPITALITY
HWT NZ, Aust joint conference
Harvey World Travel’s National 
Frontliners Conference will take 
place in Auckland at SkyCity on 03-
06AUG12 with a ‘Challenge Your-
self ’ theme.  For the first time ever, 
the conference’s itinerary on Day 
One (04AUG) will bring together 
400 Harvey World Travel consultants 
from both sides of the Tasman, to 
share product and industry knowl-
edge, training activities and best 
practice solutions.  
“The opportunity to unite so many 
of our team members from across 
Australia and New Zealand on the 

first day of the conference, was simply too 
good to miss.  We feel this synergised 
approach is important to ensure a streamlined 
strategy across the business,” said Managing 
Director, David Rivers. 
“This year the Frontliners Conference will use 
a dynamic, new approach that is designed to 
stretch the agents’ imagination and challenge 
traditional ways of working.  We’re confident 
that everyone will enjoy themselves and find 
the activities memorable,” says Rivers.  
The first day of the conference will include a 
joint opening, keynote and supplier’s ‘Show 
& Tell’ exhibition, followed by a Kiwi street 
party with over 650 expected to attend.

House of Travel takes 
Top 5 Workplace 
position 
House of Travel took a top 5 
position in the National 
Randstad Awards for Employer 
Branding, held last week at the 
Pullman Hotel, Auckland. The 
business was only one of only 
two Travel and Tourism related 
companies in the Top 20 for 
2012. 
The Randstad Award is the 
world’s largest employer 
branding study and is run across 
14 countries world-wide, 
measuring the attractiveness of 
the country’s 150 largest 
commercial companies.

New savings for Hawaii and 
Sea of Cortes 2012/2013 
departures
Experience these warm water destinations 
and save up to US$250 with American 
Safari Cruises. If your clients are travelling 
03NOV12-13APR13, they’ll save US$250pp 
on the Safari Explorer Hawaiian Seascapes 
itinerary. 
For those that want to discover the Sea of 
Cortes, their Baja’s Bounty itinerary now has 
a savings of US$150, for travel 17NOV12-
20APR13. Offers available for new reserva-
tions booked from 10MAY-09SEP12. 
For more information on America Safari 
Cruises contact Adventure World on 0508 
496 753.


