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TRUFFLES.
Manjimup is now producing more 
black truffl es than the rest of Australia 
combined. One of the world’s most 
expensive edible commodities, fresh 
truffl es are a gastronomic delight that 
can be enjoyed from June to August.

Manjimup, Australia’s South West, 
Western Australia.

Explore ‘Limited Collection’ 
for pioneering travellers

...Cont p10

Adventure World says Explore has launched a new range of 
unique, one-off tours with an emphasis on exploring little-visited 
destinations, undiscovered festivals and special events in especially 
small groups.  Available now and labelled ‘Limited Collection’, 
three diverse trips have launched the new sub-brand, with further 
trips being released every three months. 

http://www.motelsinnz.co.nz
http://www.nztravelbrokers.co.nz
http://www.topdog.co.nz
http://www.nzonline.org.nz/nz-online-useful-links
https://www.facebook.com/NZOnlineTravel
https://twitter.com/NzOnlineTravel
http://www.koreanair.com
http://www.westernaustralia.com


NEW ZEALAND
Mayor Brown backs Auckland luxury tourism strategy for China 
Auckland Tourism, Events and Economic 
Development (ATEED) and Auckland Airport 
have agreed on a new and ‘very focused’ 
strategy for growing the China visitor market. 
The intention is to target high yielding 
business and first class passengers and sell 
premium experiences and accommodation on 
arrival in Auckland. 
Auckland Mayor Len Brown announced the 
new partnership, which sees ATEED and 
Auckland Airport establish a $200,000 luxury 
marketing fund for growing the Chinese 
visitor market. 
During his trade mission to five Chinese 
cities, the Mayor also attended an exclusive 
event in Shanghai hosted by ATEED, Auckland 
Airport, Air New Zealand and SkyCity for 60 
multi-millionaire business people from the 
exclusive Shanghai Travellers Club.
Auckland Airport CEO Simon Moutter said 
the initiative is part of the airport company’s 
programme to develop premium travel 
markets. 
“We are absolutely committed to capturing
the lucrative Chinese travel market.  It is 

important we jointly, as an industry, grab the 
opportunity to develop New Zealand as a 
premium brand to that market. The rapidly 
growing number of affluent Chinese tourists 
represents a massive economic opportunity 
for Auckland. They are now spending on 
average $300 per night - more than European, 
North American and other Asian tourists.  
Chinese holiday stay in New Zealand has 
now grown to an average of 6.1 nights per 
visitor. We expect this to grow as the Chinese 
become more confident travellers,” said Mr 
Moutter. 
“Global tourism trends now indicate there are 
an increasing number of travellers from both 
traditional and emerging markets, who are 
high net-worth, have high-spending patterns 
and are prepared to pay premium prices for 
a high quality, unique tourism experience or 
product. This fits perfectly with Auckland’s 
quality tourism proposition.” 
“It’s a very competitive market globally, and 
Auckland and New Zealand has to put its best 
foot forward in order to get its share of the 
action,” added Mr Moutter.

AAT Kings 2012/13 
New Zealand programme
AAT Kings’ 2012/13 New Zealand programme 
offers a range of guided tours and explorer 
tours varying from six days to 18 days, plus 
Early Payment discounts. 
The operator aims to capture the true essence 
of the destination, guests having the chance 
to gain a taste of New Zealand country life by 
enjoying a BBQ lunch on a typical working 
sheep farm or be invited to the Tamaki family 
marae for dinner and an insight into tradition-
al Maori culture as part of AAT Kings’ You 
Are Invited dining experiences.
Managing Director Tammy Marshall says 
showcasing the Maori way of life is important. 
“AAT Kings has crafted immersive Cultural 
Highlights into itineraries to give clients 
a rare insight into Maori culture. Selected 
itineraries include being guided by a local 
through Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Wonderland 
or attending a traditional Maori Hangi feast 
and concert,”  says Ms Marshall.
Other highlights include cruising Milford 
Sound, visiting the thermal mud pools of 
Rotorua, seeing Franz Josef and Fox Glaciers 
and experiencing the TranzAlpine train.  
AAT Kings’ Early Payment Deals offer 

travellers who book their tour six months in 
advance savings of up to $600 per couple.  
Agents are advised AAT Kings will be launch-
ing its new Best Buys low cost New Zealand 
brochure within the next month.
Call 0800 500 146.

Challenge Wanaka triathlon success
The Challenge Wanaka triathlon festival in 
JAN12 brought at least $6.3 million worth of 
direct economic benefits to the region and 
created a significant international media 
profile for the town, according to the results 
of an independently audited athlete survey 
released last week. 
The economic benefits are significantly up on 
the reported $3.37 million from last year’s 
triathlon, due to growth in athlete and 

spectator numbers and length of stay in 
Wanaka during the week-long festival.
The 226km triathlon and the 113km Lake 
Wanaka Half attracted 102 competitors from 
Australia, 100 from the UK, 18 from the US 
and 16 from Germany.  
Challenge Wanaka race director Victoria 
Murray-Orr said the survey was completed 
by 545 athletes, representing 42% of the 1,300 
entrants, who brought an average of five 

people with them. 
Wanaka Chamber of Commerce spokesman 
Alistair King said the economic impact report 
reinforces the importance of events to Wanaka 
and the surrounding district. 
“Events such as Challenge Wanaka and, more 
recently, Rippon Festival and Warbirds over 
Wanaka provide a very welcome boost to our 
economy,” he said.
The international TV reach of the triathlon 
was 400 million.

The Auckland season of Jersey Boys 
has smashed the all-time box office 
gross for opening week.
Following rave reviews, more than 
$1.25 million in tickets have been 
snapped up for the nine-week 
season, which must end on 17JUN.
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Fantastic opportunities 
across the Tasman

Located in Perth, Australia’s number one Cruise 
Agency Bicton Travel & Cruisefinder.com.au are 

rapidly expanding and are looking for 
enthusiastic, motivated and passionate Travel & 
Cruise Consultants to join our growing team, so 
if you are looking for a total change, here are 5 

great reasons to make the move across to Perth:
 1. Economy in Perth is booming and future 
     prospects are fantastic
 2. Amazing climate... No more waiting for 
     summer to arrive
 3. Fabulous lifestyle, with great housing and  
     schooling
 4. Superannuation of 9%  plus income 
     protection and life insurance and affordable  
     private health cover
 5. Excellent salary of up to NZ$65,000 and
     many travel benefits

                 We are currently recruiting 
               for the following positions:

Travel Consultant, Cruise Consultant, 
Groups Consultant

So if you are ready for a positive change, 
email your resume today 

Michael@bictontravel.com.au
Applicants do not need to be in 

Australia to apply, interviews can 
be conducted via phone & Skype

Air NZ, DoC partnership
A three year commercial partnership 
between the Department of Conservation 
(DoC) and Air New Zealand has been 
announced by Prime Minister John Key 
and Air New Zealand CEO Rob Fyfe.
Worth the equivalent of $1 million 
annually to DoC through travel and 
marketing support, the airline will be 
involved in promotion of the Great Walks, 
new conservation programmes around the 
National Parks Great Walks network and 
species translocations around the country.
Air New Zealand’s exclusive major 
sponsorship of the Great Walks network 
incorporates nine of New Zealand’s finest 
tracks; Rakiura, Kepler, Milford, 
Routeburn, Heaphy, Abel Tasman Coast, 
Whanganui River Journey, Tongariro 
and Lake Waikaremoana. 
Air New Zealand’s marketing plans for 
the Great Walks include development of 
flight and hut packages and high-end 
group experiences on conservation land, 
promotion through its million strong 
frequent flyer database and significant 
local and international marketing and 
social media activity.
Mr Fyfe also revealed plans for a global 
competition labelled “The Great Walker” 
which will launch in two months, giving 
one person from anywhere on the planet 
the opportunity to come to New Zealand 
and take on the challenge of completing 
all nine Great Walks in nine weeks. 
The airline plans to launch the search 
through its social media and marketing 
channels and have the winner share their 
experiences through the same channels.  

Steam-powered party 
for Winter Festival 
Celebrating fire and ice this winter, 
the Kingston Flyer is stoking up 
a party at Kingston as part of the 
American Express Queenstown 
Winter Festival.
The Kingston Flyer Steam Powered 
Party will fire up on Sunday 01JUL. 
Mulled wine and roasted chestnuts 
will be served in toasty warm 
carriages plus there will be live 
entertainment and prizes for the 
best period costumes when the train rolls 
back into the station.  
Kingston Flyer owner David Bryce says “The 
winter festival party gives us the opportunity 
to show people just how beautiful it can be 
to see the train under a full head of steam, 
heading to Fairlight and back surrounded 
by snow-capped mountains and stunning 

scenery.”
Bus transfers will leave Queenstown at 
10.30am, and the train will depart Kingston 
at 11.30am. 
Advance reservation is recommended as 
seats are limited. 
Book seats, transport and lunch packages 
from 01MAY at www.kingstonflyer.co.nz.

NZ Online 
looks to links
NZ Online is looking to increase 
its presence on Facebook and 
Twitter and is using this medium 
for updated information on 
events in New Zealand and new 
products on its website. 
“If you follow NZOnline on 
Twitter, and like our Facebook 
page, we will do the same for 
you,” says Anthony Laughton. 
“We are also looking to exchange 
links with other tourism indus-
try related websites.”
Follow this link to go to the links 
page on the NZOnline website.

Latest ‘Stories Beat Stuff’ campaign 
Tourism New Zealand says its social media channels will 
soon be awash with youth travellers offering up their 
most prized possessions in return for the chance to win 
the trip of a lifetime.
The NTO has launched its latest ‘Stories Beat Stuff ’ 
campaign and competition, aimed at making New 
Zealand an appealing destination for youth. 
The first phase of Stories Beat Stuff and its use of 
interactive media had been hugely successful in 
engaging with the global youth market,  says Tourism 
New Zealand’s Justin Watson. 
“Phase one ran between November and February and 
generated a combined 350,000 unique visits to the 
campaign pages on newzealand.com and the 100% Pure 
Facebook page. There was also more than 250,000 
YouTube views which included more than 50,000 views 
of the winner’s experiences while in New Zealand.” 
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AUSTRALIA

Worldwide Car & Motorhome Rental Specialists Call 0800 88 55 90 or visit 
www.driveaway.co.nzEstablished over 20 years ago, we offer over 60+ self drive suppliers at more than 8,000 global locations!

Packer argues for second Sydney casino
Criticism from Tourism Queensland chairman 
Don Morris over James Packer’s plans for a 
$1 billion casino and hotel development at 
Sydney’s Barangaroo has prompted Mr Packer 
to respond, arguing that better tourism 
infrastructure, including quality hotels, 
restaurants and entertainment are necessary 
if Australia is to achieve tourism growth, 
according to a report by The Australian. 
Mr Morris said he opposes casinos being built 
in Australia in an effort to attract Chinese 
tourists, saying that gambling and casinos 
are not among the reasons that lure Chinese 
tourists. 
Mr Packer responded in a statement, saying 
competition has increased significantly and 
governments in the Asian region such as 
Singapore, Macau, Vietnam and The 
Philippines have recognised the importance 

of integrated resorts to grow tourism.” 
He says that his plans for Sydney are central 
to determining whether Australia will achieve 
its tourism growth targets. “We need to be 
proactive and build high-quality hotels and 
infrastructure to complement our country’s 
beautiful natural assets or we will just 
squander more opportunities in the future.”
He reckons the new rising middle class in 
Asia and China provide a massive 
opportunity for the future, “but this new 
class of tourists wants luxury hotels, great 
restaurants, high-end retail and an 
entertainment experience which usually 
includes the opportunity to have a gamble”.
Mr Packer is backed by Tourism Australia 
chairman and Crown board member Geoff 
Dixon who says Australia needs “all the help 
we can get,” according to The Australian. 

Tourism body seeks A$1b Asia spend
Australia’s Tourism and Transport Forum 
(TTF), buoyed by the number of Indian 
tourists flocking to Australia, has asked the 
Australian government to invest A$1 billion 
to attract more visitors from India and other 
Asian countries in the next decade.
“The burgeoning middle class in Asia will 
continue to provide potential visitors and 
their increasing buying power makes them a 
key market for Australian goods and services, 
including food and wine, education, health 
and technology,” says the forum’s ‘Australia in 
the Asian Century’ report.
According to a TTF projection, the Asian 
middle class could rise from 500 million 
people in 2009 to 3.2 billion in 2030.

In the last three years, India has jumped from 
the 11th position to seventh as the source 
country of visitors to Australia, with numbers 
growing 315%.

ATE heads for Perth in JUN
Australian Tourism Exchange (ATE) 2012 
opens in Perth 15JUN. The southern hemi-
sphere’s biggest travel trade show will be 
staged at the Perth Convention and Exhibition 
Centre and will attract up to 700 buyers from 
40 countries and approximately 1,700 sellers 
from around Australia representing 600 
companies. The programme will see approx-
imately 450 delegates travel on pre- and post-
ATE famils across Western Australia.

Darling Harbour hotel refurb
Four Points by Sheraton Sydney, Darling 
Harbour is to spend A$15 million refurbish-
ing its guest rooms with work beginning in 
the first week of June. All rooms will be fitted 
with wireless access, iPod connectivity and 
walk-in shower amongst other design 
enhancements.
The work will be conducted in two stages.  
The 308-room South Tower will be worked on 
first, half a floor at a time, and will be com-
pleted in October. The remaining rooms in 
the North Tower will be completed in 2013. 

No disruption to guests is anticipated.
The hotel’s restaurant, The Corn Exchange 
& Terrace, and Lobby bar have already been 
given a makeover.

Qantas boss joins 2nd SYD airport call

Tune Hotels to open in Australia
Tune Hotels, owned by Malaysian entrepreneur 
and AirAsia airline founder Tony Fernandes, 
has signalled it has expansion plans in 
Australia.
The chief executive of Tune Hotels, Mark 
Lankester, has confirmed the company is 
opening hotels in Melbourne and Sydney, 
with other business centres to follow.
The Melbourne hotel will be followed by a 
250-room property at Sydney Airport and is 
linked to AirAsiaX’s new daily flights from 
Sydney to Kuala Lumpur.
Tune Hotels guests pay for ancillary services 
like towels and toiletries, airconditioning, TV 
and in-room Wi-Fi in a similar business

model to that employed by AirAsia and 
AirAsiaX.
Tune rooms have a single or double bed, 
lighting, hangers, desk, fan, mirror and 
bathroom with power shower, but no 
cupboard, clock radio or phone. Tune 
provides a 24-hour reception desk and 
security, including closed-circuit cameras.
Says Lankester: “Within four years I expect 
there will be at least six Tune Hotels up and 
running in Australia - it would be earlier, but 
unfortunately getting planning permission 
takes a long time.”
The company has said it is aiming for 100 
hotels in its global portfolio by 2015.

Qantas CEO Alan Joyce says the Australian 
federal government and opposition should 
build a second airport at Badgerys Creek in 
western Sydney, even if NSW Premier Barry 
O’Farrell opposes the idea. 
Mr Joyce said delays and bottlenecks at 
Sydney Airport were becoming an increasing 
frustration for both airlines and passengers.
The Daily Telegraph quotes him as saying he 

said it was too important a national issue to 
continue the political fight over the location 
of the much needed airport.
Mr O’Farrell has rejected proposals for a sec-
ond Sydney airport at either Badgerys Creek 
or Wilton. 
He wants Canberra Airport expanded as an 
alternative and to include a high-speed rail 
link between Sydney and the nation’s capital.

http://www.driveaway.co.nz/agents/login


PACIFIC ISLANDS
www.aircalin.com

• 4 departures every week from  
   Auckland to Nouméa
• Convenient daytime departures  
   in both directions
• Year-round, non-seasonal  
   airfares valid on all 4 flights

• An extensive network covering the  
   South Pacific, Japan and Korea
• Tailored group quotes
• Through fares from main domestic  
   centres
• A modern Airbus fleet of A330  
   and A320 aircraft

• Exclusive Business Class on the  
   Auckland-Nouméa route
• Full inflight service, regardless  
   of the fare paid
• The only true New Caledonia  
   experience

10 Good reasons 
to fly Aircalin

                                       (09) 977 2238 
           reservations@aircalin.co.nz

Daydream Island Resort 
Winter Warmer
AIM Holidays is marketing a 3-night Winter 
Warmer package at Daydream Island resort 
in the Queensland Whitsundays, priced at 
A$350pp share twin. 
It includes accommodation in a Garden 
Balcony Room with full buffet breakfast daily, 
and children stay free and eat breakfast free. 
Daydream offers free Wi-Fi in its Atrium 
24/7, and there are more than 20 free 
activities, including kayaks, catamaran yachts, 
stingray and shark feeding show and more.
Call AIM Holidays on 0800 422 784.

New Caledonia Retreat fares for School Hols
Angela Hallett at Aircalin reminds agents that 
the new Retreat shortlife special airfare to 
New Caledonia is valid for the July and 
September School Holidays. Fares start at 
$562 return ex AKL and there is also a 
Business Class option from $1012 return. 
Full details are in the GDS.

On sale until 30APR12, there are also 
packages with bonus hotel offers including 
a variety of meal packages, French wine on 
arrival, complimentary internet access, and 
even a 30-minute massage. Not all offers are 
applicable to all properties, so check with 
your South Pacific wholesaler.

The latest edition of New Caledonia 
Weekly has been published. It covers:
       Diving 
       Couch-surfing Noumea
       L’Impala restaurant
       Weekend with a Tribe
Plus lots more.
Click here to download.

q
q
q
q

Tourism boost for Norfolk Island National Park 
Norfolk Island National Park has two new 
visitor experiences to offer – a purpose-
built visitor interpretive centre and 
Norfolk Island’s first iPod walking tour.
The visitor centre will become a ‘first stop 
shop’ for park visitors and locals, packed 
with the latest information about the park 
and Norfolk’s natural environment.
The interior of the centre is being fitted out 
with contemporary and interactive displays 
and this work should be finished by the end 
of the year. 
The National Park and Baunti Escapes have 

launched a new and 
innovative product for 
Norfolk’s tourist market 
– iPod Touch self-guided 
tours for visitors who prefer 
to visit the park on their 
own rather than as part of 
an organised tour.  
The iPod tour gives visitors 
the flexibility to explore the 
park’s trails at their leisure 
while listening to recorded, 
informative commentary.

Bounty Day 
celebrations
On 8 June 1856, 194 people arrived from 
Pitcairn Island to settle on Norfolk
Island. These were the descendants 
from the famous Mutiny on the Bounty. 
Bounty Day is also referred to as 
Anniversary Day and many ‘famous’ 
families - Adams, Christian, Buffett and 
Quintal - still live there today.
Visitors are welcome to observe the 
celebrations, which takes place in World 
Heritage area of Kingston. The day 
includes a re enactment of the landing, 
Islanders parade in traditional dress, a 
welcome at Government House and a 
community picnic with local food.

Vietnam & Indochina FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTE 
PHONE 0508 396 842

Exotic Holidays
Specialist Tour Operator

CLICK HERE TO GET 
OUR NEWSLETTER
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Scenic Hotel Tonga
Scenic Hotel Group is introducing its brand 
into the Pacific for the first time with the soft 
opening of Scenic Hotel Tonga on 30APR. 
Formerly known as the Royal Tongan 
International Hotel, the property is located at 
Fua’amotu, just a few minutes’ drive from the 
airport.
The hotel was officially opened by King 
George Tupou V in OCT09, and has 55 

spacious rooms and even a presidential suite.
Managing director Brendan Taylor says 
Scenic is looking forward to bringing the 
hotel up to Scenic standards. He adds that the 
Group is also looking at the 78-room 
International Dateline Hotel on the Northern 
coast of the main island of Nuku’alofa, but 
will get the Royal up and running before 
making any firm offers.

Your gateway to China We know it as well, as our own backyard CLICK HERE
or call 09 309 1188

Market rents 
at Nadi Airport decreed
Fiji’s Attorney-General and Minister for 
Civil Aviation Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum 
has implemented the Airports 
(Development and Modernisation) 
Decree 2012, which ensures all tenants 
or concessionaires at Nadi International 
Airport will in future pay rent at market 
rates.
According to a report in the Fiji Times 
Online, Sayed-Khaiyum says there 
was history of people profiting from 
their tenancies at the airport. He says 
the decree will result in a modernised 
airport with tenants shifting from 
month-to-month tenancies to three or 
five-year contracts under which they 
will be more inclined to invest in their 
premises.

ASIA
Value in Vietnam 
World Journeys’ Kim Houston says people are often surprised at the great 
value offered by Vietnam.  “Our boutique 3½ and 4-star accommodation 
in Vietnam is of an excellent standard.  Yes, you can choose to be totally 
pampered at a 6-star property such as the gorgeous Six Senses Con Dao, 
but if you’re touring and want a more in-depth cultural experience, our 
range of 3½ to 4-star properties are excellent.”  
World Journeys’ most popular package is its 10-day “Essential Vietnam” 
itinerary from Ho Chi Minh City to Hoi An, Hue and Hanoi, which also 
includes the Mekong River and an overnight Halong Bay Cruise.  
Priced from $2,248pp (twin) this includes 8 nights of 3½ star hotels, 1 
night Halong Bay cruise, sightseeing with local English speaking guides, 
entrance fees, flights Ho Chi Minh>Danang and Hue>Hanoi, 9 breakfasts, 
2 lunches and 1 dinner.  A 4-star version starts from $2,527 and 5-star 
from $3,167pp (twin).  
Contact World Journeys 0800 117311 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Angkor Wat invasion
The number of foreign tourists to Cambodia’s 
Angkor Wat temples has increased by 45% 
to 639,800 in the first quarter of this year, 
statistics of the Siem Reap provincial tourism 
department reveal.
The top three sources of visitors to the tem-
ples are South Korea, Vietnam and China. 
Last year, the temples attracted 1.6 million 
foreign visitors, an increase of 23%.

Regal Airport Hotel, Hong Kong has been 
voted by guests the World’s Best Airport 
Hotel and Best Airport Hotel in Asia for 
the second consecutive year in the annual 
Skytrax Awards.

Suzhou tops satisfaction survey
Suzhou topped the surveyed cities in China’s 
national tourist satisfaction survey report in 
Q1 of 2012 released by the China Tourism 
Academy.
The survey, which involved on-the-spot 
tourist evaluation, revealed the top ten cities 
in the ranking for tourist satisfaction were 
Suzhou, Nanjing, Ningbo, Guilin, Xiamen, 
Hangzhou, Wuhan, Guangzhou, Wuxi and 
Huangshan.
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Mainstream, unique and  
experiential product. *C
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email: res@escape-holidays.co.nz*

Escape Holidays – your travel specialists for UK, Europe, Arabia & 
Egypt, Central & South America, Mexico and the Caribbean.

THE AMERICAS
Discover America ad launched
The LA Times reports that singer-songwriter 
Rosanne Cash, daughter of The Man in 
Black, was to sing an anthem called “Land of 
Dreams” at the International Pow Wow 2012 
travel trade show at the Los Angeles Conven-
tion Center yesterday.
Backed by images of smiling Americans 
playing on the beach, running through fields 
of flowers and dancing in streets, it marked 
the launch of America’s first coordinated 
US$150 million media campaign to promote 
the U.S. to travellers worldwide. 
The U.S. Travel Assn. initiated the campaign 

with the support of several large tourism 
groups and travel businesses. It was approved 
by Congress as part of the Travel Promotion 
Act of 2010. The campaign will be financed by 
a $14 fee charged to each international visitor 
who registers for a visa to enter the U.S., plus 
donations from private businesses such as 
hotels and theme parks.
The campaign will launch billboards, 
magazine ads, online videos and television 
commercials with the message “Discover this 
land like never before.”

Ramsay to open in Vegas
Chef Gordon Ramsay is to open his first 
restaurant in Las Vegas on 11MAY at Paris 
Las Vegas.  Gordon Ramsay Steak will offer 
guests a modern steakhouse 
environment that playfully 
transports guests from Paris to 
London. 
The menu will also celebrate the 
international Michelin-starred 
chef ’s signature dishes: fish and 
chips, and pork belly accented with 
candied kumquat and braised Swiss 
chard.   
Gordon Ramsay Steak’s 7,500sqft 

will seat 200 guests throughout the two-storey 
dining room, chef ’s table, private dining 
rooms, bar and lounge.  Separated from the 

Hunger Games fan tours
Fans of “The Hunger Games” will soon have a 
chance to channel the survivalist spirit of the 
novel’s heroine by zip-lining through a forest 
and taking classes in camouflage, archery, 
making fire and shelter-building.
In North Carolina, where the movie based on 

the popular young adult novel “The Hunger 
Games” was filmed, the state tourism division 
have developed a travel itinerary of movie-
related settings and activities from Charlotte 
to the Blue Ridge Mountains.
www.hunger gamesfantours.com

AFRICA / MID EAST

The Zanzibar Collection
World Journeys says that the spice island of 
Zanzibar, off the coast of Tanzania, is both 
a destination in itself and an ideal relaxing 
extension to a safari in East Africa, offering 
eclectic Arabic architecture, spice plantations 
and stunning beaches.  
The Baraza Resort & Spa, a Zanzibar 
Collection property, has been included in 
the hot list of the world´s most exciting new 
hotels by Condé Nast Traveller (MAY12 
edition), and was included by Tatler amongst 
the Top 101 Best Hotels in the world.  
Wonderfully Arabic in style, with shimmering
mosaics, carved marble and rustic brass 
lanterns, the resort is set amongst lush palms 
and bougainvilleas, with an ideal mix of local 

authenticity and high-end flair.  With 30 
villas, each with their own private plunge 
pool, Baraza is perfect both for honeymooners
(the property offers honeymooners bonus
night deals, massages, romantic beach lunches
etc), and for family holidays, as there is a 
state-of-the-art Kids Club.  
A 4-day/3-night “Zanzibar” package at Baraza 
is priced from $2,100pp share twin including 
3 nights accommodation, airport transfers, 
a half day Old Stone Town tour, 3 breakfasts 
and 3 dinners, beverages including house 
wines/beer/cocktails, and afternoon tea.  
Call World Journeys 0800 117311 or email 
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

main dining room by a Euro-
tunnel design, the lounge will 
have its own food menu offering 
smaller plates of guest favorites 
from the main dining room in 
addition to a menu of 
classically-inspired cocktails.
Paris Las Vegas is a Caesars 
Entertainment property, and 
Caesars is represented in NZ by 
Discover the World Marketing.
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APR-SEP travel
Fares in your GDS

AKL/WLG/CHC 
to LON/PAR/FRA/IST

Economy class from 
NZD1447OW    

EUROPE 
with SEOUL

Business class from 
      NZD3700 OW    

SAA Joburg 
to Maun
South African Airways 
is launching a new daily 
direct service between 
Johannesburg and Maun 
in Botswana on 15JUN. 
The Embraer jet 
service will be operated
by SAA subsidiary, 
South African Airlink.
Maun (MUB) is the 
gateway to the 
Okavango Delta, the 
15,000sq km oasis on 
the north-eastern edge 
of the Kalahari Desert, 
the world’s largest.

Last spaces on 
Ultimate East Africa 
World Journeys says it has only a few spaces left on its “Best 
of East Africa” hosted journey departing 01JUN12.  
Guaranteed to go, escorted by World Journeys Director 
Chris Lyons, the itinerary is timed in with the Great 
Migration of plains herds sweeping from Tanzania’s 
Serengeti to Kenya’s Maasai Mara.  Hand-picked lodges and 
camps include Elsa’s Kopje and &Beyond Grumeti Serengeti 
Tented Camp (pictured), and safaris are experienced in 
Amboseli and Meru National Parks, the Masai Mara, 
Serengeti and Ngorongoro Crater, plus the tour visits 
Zanzibar.
The 23-day itinerary is priced from $22,465pp (twin) 
including Economy class airfares from AKL/CHC, 4-star 
hotels and deluxe lodges, extensive game viewing activities, 
Park fees, most meals and house wines/beverages, laundry 
at lodges, transfers and sightseeing.  Airline taxes of $197pp 
and tipping is additional.  Call 0800 117311 or email 
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

EUROPE
Norway in a nutshell
Sell your clients on one of the world’s most 
scenic rail journeys through farmland, forests 
and glacier-capped mountains with Bentours’ 
Norway in a Nutshell Rail Tour.
The four-day independent journey travels from 
the capital Oslo to Bergen passing through Voss, 
Gudvangen, Flam and Myrdal from NZ$1113*pp 
twin share. 
Highlights include a ferry ride through the 
narrow Naeroyfjord (pictured) and a train ride 
on one of the world’s steepest railway lines 
through the Flam Valley, passing by deep ravines, 
cascading waterfalls, snow-capped mountains 
and farms clinging to sheer slopes. 
Optional sightseeing includes a bus tour of 
Bergen’s highlights and a four-hour fjord cruise 
along the west coast.
The package includes four-star accommodation, 
rail, bus and ferry passes, second class seat reser-
vations where possible and some meals. 
The itinerary can be done in reverse and is also 
available as a two or three-day package.

Contact Bentours on 0800 443 510 or visit 
www.bentours.co.nz
*Terms and conditions apply. Prices subject to change 
and availability. Norway in a Nutshell is valid for sale 
until 30DEC12. The advertised price is based on depar-
tures until 22DEC12, based on 4-day Oslo to Bergen 
(via Voss).

Tune Hotel Kings Cross
The Tune Hotel Kings Cross, London, will open 
on 09JUL, located on Gray’s Inn Road, just 500 
metres from Kings Cross and St Pancras train 
stations, and offering 217 ensuite bedrooms - 
twin, double and accessible.
Tune Hotel Kings Cross brings the budget hotel 
group’s London portfolio to four with the current 
Westminster and Liverpool Street hotels, and 
Paddington due to open on the 25JUN12.
Tune Hotels is owned by AirAsia’s Tony Fernandes 
and operates on the successful ‘pay as you use’ 
concept.   Bedrooms at Tune Hotel Kings Cross will normally start from £35 a night.



 

TURKISH GULETS 
SAVE up to 25%  

 

Full details from Beyond Travel - Local call: 0800 550 065 - E: info@beyondtravel.com.au 

  

8 DAY CRUISES  
SAVE 25% - from just $450  

 

4 DAY CRUISES  

from only $340 
 

Four itineraries available,  
departing either Bodrum or 

Marmaris. Rates are per  
person NZD in a 2-berth 

cabin including full board! 
 

 Last minute offer on a special journey
Beyond Travel has just released a last minute 
special - a saving of NZ$1270 per couple - on 
the exclusive special journey “Croatia and 
Slovenia By Land and By Sea” from Dubrovnik 
which includes a privately chartered seven-
day cruise through the Dalmatian Islands 
aboard the MS Eden or MS Afrodita. 
The saving is valid on the 06JUN12 departure 
this year and in addition a $765 per couple 
Travel Credit applies, provided your clients 
book and pay by 07MAY. 
The 18-day package, which begins with 
two nights in the Croatian capital Zagreb, 
is a fully escorted small group tour with an 
English guide. The itinerary includes a visit to 
the Slovenian capital Ljubljana, two nights in 
Bled, excursions to the Istrian Peninsula, and 

two nights at UNESCO–listed Plitvice Lakes 
before heading to Split.
In Split they board their privately chartered 
cruise on a motorised sailing vessel for a six-
day Dalmatian Islands cruise. Highlights of 
the voyage include two nights in Dubrovnik 
and stops in Hvar, Makarska, Mljet and 
Korcula, the supposed birthplace of Marco 
Polo.
This special offer is priced from NZ$6490 
per person twin share and includes accom-
modation, the six-day cruise, daily breakfast 
and many other meals, comprehensive sight-
seeing and transportation, gratuities, return 
transfers and visitors tax and port charges.
Contact Beyond Travel at 0800-550 065 or 
email info@beyondtravel.com.au

Russia 2012 now online
The Innovative Travel Company’s Russia 2012 
brochure is now available online.  
The programme features a comprehensive 
range of holiday options for Russia, The 
Baltics, Ukraine, Uzbekistan & Scandinavia, 
including cruises & legendary Rail Journeys 
such as Trans Mongolian & Trans Siberian in 
the 55-page brochure.  Stopover packages in 
both Moscow & St Petersburg provide plenty 
of hotel options and include transfers, daily 
breakfast and sightseeing.  
A selection of independent & escorted 
tours, including private tours, are once again 
featured.  New to the 2012 programme: an 
8-day Russian Highlights & the Golden Ring 
semi-escorted tour; escorted rail journeys 
by Private Train Vladivostok to Moscow and 
Beijing to Moscow; a 5 days Helsinki & 

Tallinn independent tour.  
For those with keen interest in cuisine, ‘Taste 
of Russia’ offers a 9-day independent tour 
of Moscow & St Petersburg priced from 
AUD3433pp twin - great value for money. It 
takes in the key sites with a culinary focus on 
classic Russian dishes and how they are 
created, and includes venturing into the 
markets to shop for the ingredients.  An 
escorted tour with foodie Maggie Beer is 
highlighted for 2013.   
Popular sellers including an 11-day 
‘Treasures of Russia’ and value-for-money 
Russian Waterways and Black Sea cruising 
options are also featured.
Click here and Freephone 0508 100111 or 
email: info@innovative-travel.co.nz.
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TOUR PRODUCT
Explore ‘Limited Collection’ for pioneering travellers   ... Cont from p1
The Congo and CAR: A Pioneering Expedition 
is a 16-day trip, Explore’s most pioneering 
expedition to date and travels into one of the 
last remaining wildernesses on the planet.  
Departing 23JAN13 with a maximum group 
size of just eight people, the trip travels from 
Brazzaville, through the Congo basin to 
Bangui in the Central Africa Republic.
This one-off wilderness expedition is being 
billed by Explore as likely to be challenging, 
possibly life changing, and certainly 
unforgettable. Clients will travel by road, 
dugout canoe and on foot through the world’s 

Tribes and Festivals of Southern 
China ventures into the mountains 
of Southern China over 14 days, 
leaving the well-trodden tourist trail 
far behind. Witnessing the traditional 
lives and centuries-old festivals of 
the ‘minority’ tribes of the Guizhou 
region, this visit has been timed to 
coincide with four festivals. The tour 
will be led by China aficionado and 
Explore tour leader of the year 2010, 
Richard Beal. 
Departing on the 16FEB13, this tour 
is priced from $2385pp and includes 
accommodation on a bed and break-

second largest rainforest in search of the 
endangered lowland gorilla, with a likelihood 
of seeing herds of forest elephants, antelopes, 
leopards, parrots, various species of primates. 
Travellers will also have the rare opportunity 
to meet indigenous Pygmy communities, who 
live in harmony with the forest. Priced from 
$18,737pp, this limited edition trip includes 
all accommodation (five nights’ forest camps, 
six nights’ lodges, two nights’ hotels), all 
meals, tour leader, local and forest guides and 
all transport (4WD, motorised canoe, 
traditional wooden canoe).

Explore’s A Falklanders’ Welcome trip, also 
with a maximum group size of eight, is timed 
to correspond with the 30th anniversary of 
the Falklands War. This tour is unique in the 
way that it is hosted by the welcoming island-
ers themselves. This trip provides an insight 
into the lives of a community whose very 
isolation and proud 
heritage makes the 
30th anniversary 
landmark all the 
more fascinating. 
One host is histo-
rian and author, 
John Smith who 
will, along with the 
others, have his own 
remarkable stories 
to tell, bringing the 
past and present of 
these unique islands 
vividly to life.

Departing 25OCT12 and also including some 
time to explore Santiago de Chile, this 12-day 
trip is priced from $7259pp and includes all 
accommodation (five nights’ guesthouses, 
four nights’ hotels); most meals; the services 
of local hosts and all transport (4WD, small 
planes and boats).

fast basis (10 nights’ hotel, two nights’ home 
stay); two dinners, private transport and the 
services of expert tour leader, Richard Beal.

For more information on Explore, contact 
Adventure World on 0508 496 753 or visit 
www.adventureworld.co.nz.

Gecko’s new sailing trips
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Gecko’s has introduced eight new sailing trips 
in Croatia and Greece for departures in 2012.
All trips are on a monohull yacht and accom-
modation is entirely on board. Every trip is 
led by an experienced skipper, but clients are 
required to get involved and help out with the 
sailing, food preparation and shopping. No 
previous sailing experience is necessary. 

Gecko’s is offering travellers either an 8-day 
Croatia Sailing Adventure or an 8-day 
Mykonos to Santorini Sailing Adventure. 
On the Croatia Sailing Adventure, travellers 
will discover Croatia’s beauty on an exciting, 
hands-on trip from Dubrovnik to Primosten 
along the stunning Adriatic Coast. This trip 
is priced $1,820pp twin share with departures 

weekly MAY-SEP12.
The Mykonos to Santorini 
Sailing Adventure starts on 
Mykonos and showcases the 
best of the Cycladic islands, 
including visits to Syros, 
Naxos, Amorgos, Ios, 
Santorini as well as some 
lesser known Cycladic 
islands. This trip is priced 
$1,820pp twin share with 
weekly departures between 
MAY and SEP12.

LONDON DAILY VIA HONG KONG Great service. Great people. Great fares. CLICK HERE

http://www.cxagents.com


AVIATION
Qantas A380 airborne after A$139m repairs
The Qantas Airbus A380 that suffered a mid-
air engine explosion over Indonesia in late 
2010 has finally returned to Australia. 
The A380 has four new engines, as well as a 
reinforced and repaired left wing, following 
what is being called the biggest aviation repair 
job in living memory.
According to a New.com.au report, Airbus, 
Qantas and Singapore Airlines Engineering 
technicians have worked on the aircraft for 
11 months, utilising about 40,000 tonnes of 
tooling and parts.
Some 170 Airbus technicians from eight 
different nations have been part of the repair 

team.
The giant aircraft has undergone rigorous 
testing - both on the ground and during two 
test flights - prior to being given the all-clear 
to start carrying passengers again.
Qantas manager of maintenance operations 
Tim Gent said the total cost of the repairs, 
estimated at A$139 million and covered by 
insurance, as well as the cost of having the 
aircraft on the ground “didn’t come close” to 
its write-off value.
The aircraft is scheduled to re-enter service 
on 28APR and will bring the Qantas A380 
fleet to 12.

Skytrax awards AKL - again
For the fourth straight year, Auckland Air-
port has been named the Best Airport in the 
Australia / Pacific region at the 2012 World 
Airport Awards.
It was also awarded Best Staff Service for the 
Australia Pacific region, and came second 
globally to Vancouver in the Best Airports by 
“size of Airport”, for airports handling 10 to 
20 million passengers annually.
Simon Moutter, Chief Executive of Auckland 
Airport said, “We are especially pleased to 

have reclaimed the award for Best Airport 
Staff Australia/Pacific.
“It highlights once again that the focus of 
everyone across the entire airport on mak-
ing journeys better continues to benefit the 
end consumer and help us shine in the eyes 
of passengers. Making journeys better is the 
sum of many different parts, from cleaners to 
Customs, from airlines to Aviation Security, 
from border agencies to baggage-handlers – 
everyone plays a part.”

Scoot, the low-cost longhaul offshoot of 
Singapore Airlines has brought forward its 
inaugural flight from SIN to SYD to 04JUN, 

followed by its first SYD-OOL flight on 
12JUN. ATW Daily News reports that the 
carrier has named Darren Wright as its GM 

Australia. Wright, who will be based on 
the Gold Coast, was previously head of 
commercial at AirAsia X. 
With an initial fleet of four Boeing 777 
aircraft, Scoot’s first-year routes will 
link Australia, Singapore and China, with 
others to be announced.

US Airways targets American 
Bankrupt American Airlines, which is in the 
midst of restructuring, has lost more than 
US$1.5 billion in the first quarter of this year. 
Multiple sources tell CBS News that US 
Airways has been actively courting AA’s 
creditors and its three major labour unions 
and also lobbying Washington as it jockeys 
for a hostile takeover of the legacy carrier. So 
far, there have not been direct talks between 
the two airlines.
American’s three major unions, which made 
US$4 billion in concessions to the airline nine 

years ago and might get a better wage and 
benefit deal from a takeover, have reportedly 
reached a deal with US Airways. 
US Airways would get international routes 
worth millions plus a strong domestic struc-
ture, and could add key domestic hubs like 
Dallas and Miami in a merger that would see 
the country’s fifth largest airline swallow the 
fourth largest.
A merger would leave just four major U.S. 
carriers left, compared to eight in 2001.

Moutter leaves 
Auckland Airport
Auckland International Airport CEO 
Simon Moutter has scored the top job at 
Telecom and will take over as chief 
executive officer and managing director at 
Telecom on 01SEP. 
Auckland Airport chair Joan Withers 
announced Moutter’s resignation and 
thanked him for his “significant 
contribution”. 
“Under his leadership, Auckland Airport 
has transformed its business model and 
focus to one of providing a world class 
service to all who use the airport. 
“He has also built a talented and dedicated 
team of senior management who have 
consistently focused on achieving 
commercial strategies to deliver on the 
Airport’s “Flight Plan to Growth”. 
She said the board will immediately begin 
a process to consider internal, local and 
international candidates to replace 
Moutter. 
Auckland Airport’s chief financial officer 
Simon Robertson will become acting chief 
executive in the interim.

Incheon International Airport in Seoul 
scooped the title as the World’s Best 
Airport for 2012 at the Skytrax 2012 
World Airport Awards, with Asian 
airports dominating the awards, as six 
of the top ten positions were awarded 
to airports across Asia.

Turkey’s Turkish Airlines has decorated 
a new Boeing 737-800 airplane with 
the photos of 17,000 employees. 

Passenger advocate 
for Aussie
Australia’s Transport Minister has announced 
the establishment of a National Airline 
Customer Advocate from July. The appointee 
will be funded by Australia’s carriers and will 
work with a committee of representatives 
from each airline to resolve complaints that 
customers have been unable to resolve di-
rectly with the airlines. The advocate will aim 
to resolve such complaints within 20 days.
The advocate will also monitor and report on 
the number of complaints received and the 
main causes of complaints.

Over 120 European destinations ... now that’s Wunderbar!
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India gives its airlines a 
break on avgas
The Indian government has given 
permission for Kingfisher Airlines, SpiceJet 
and IndiGo to directly import jet fuel, but 
has yet to do so for Air India.
The change of rules will help India’s airlines 
to significantly slash their operating costs.

Bmibaby under threat
More than 350 Bmibaby jobs are in jeopardy 
in Leicestershire after attempts to sell the loss-
making airline failed.
It is feared that parent company International 
Airlines Group (IAG), which also owns British 
Airways (BA), could now close the carrier, as 
well as sister business BMI Regional.
IAG took control of both airlines yesterday 
as part of a deal to buy the BMI group from 
Germany’s Lufthansa.
According to the Leicester Mercury, bosses 
have already announced up to 400 Leicester-
shire jobs are to be axed in the group.
IAG is merging the BMI group’s operation at 
Heathrow Airport with BA and is not 
interested in the Bmibaby and BMI Regional 
businesses, which fly from smaller airports.
Lufthansa had previously announced that 
there were two possible buyers for Bmibaby, 
but a sale has not been secured.

Air France is considering a low-
cost airline under the umbrella 
brand of KLM’s low-cost Transavia 
unit, according to an interview 
with AF-KL Chief Executive Jean-
Cyril Spinetta in Saturday’s edition 
of Die Welt.

CRUISE NEWS
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• Boutique-style cruising
• Wine & Beer with dinner included
• Shore excursions included
 

DEPARTING OCT 8 2012:
This special offer includes FREE* flights, 
plus transfers and an overnight stay in Venice 
before your boutique-style cruise. 

$12,635 per person 
share twin (NZD)*
Premium Outside

22 night Grand Voyage & FREE flights fromFLY FREE
& Voyage to ANTIQUITY

CALL CRUISE HOLIDAYS   
0508 CRUISE (278 473) 

or (09) 523 7788

Seabourn’s 2013 season
Seabourn has unveiled its APR-OCT 2013 
Europe season featuring more than 100 
departures aboard its six intimate, all-suite 
ships.
There are a variety of new itineraries featuring
overnight stays in many popular cities, such 
as St. Petersburg, Amsterdam, Bordeaux, 
Venice, Malta, Barcelona, Istanbul, Edinburgh 
and Dublin.
Seabourn Legend will offer alternating 10-day 
Western Mediterranean voyages between 
Monte Carlo and Rome. These popular 
cruises highlight the best of the Italian and 
French Rivieras and will stop at yacht harbours 
and Mediterranean islands. The itineraries 
will also include the popular Marina day, 
where guests can take to the water and enjoy 
a variety of watersports right from the ship’s 
exclusive marina. The 10-day cruises can be 
combined for a 20-day vacation with different 
ports at extra savings. The ship will also oper-
ate four new seven-day cruise itineraries in 
the spring from Rome, Nice and Monte Carlo.
Seabourn Quest will traverse the entire 
Mediterranean on a series of 10-day cruises 
from Barcelona, Athens and Monte Carlo. 
The voyages can be easily combined into 

longer voyages of up to 30 days without 
repeating ports of call.
Seabourn Spirit will visit the best of the 
Adriatic and Dalmatian coasts on alternating 
10- and 11-day cruises from Venice. Guests 
will be able to explore the region’s picturesque 
villages and enjoy an onboard overnight in 
Venice at the end of each voyage.
Seabourn Odyssey will explore the Greek 
Isles and Turkey on seven-day cruises alter-
nating between Athens and Istanbul, and 

Venice and Athens. The ship will also operate
three seven-day voyages to the Black Sea, 
featuring a full day and overnight onboard in 
Istanbul.
Seabourn Sojourn and Seabourn Pride will 
be based in the Baltic and Scandinavia. 
Seabourn Sojourn will operate a series of 
seven-day Baltic cruises between Copenhagen
and Stockholm and feature three days in St. 
Petersburg, a signature Seabourn offering. 
The ship will also operate a pair of cruises 
to the Norwegian fjords, as well as a 21-day 
cruise from Dover to Montreal, visiting towns 
and ports in Ireland, Scotland, the Faroe 
Islands, Iceland, Greenland, Labrador, New-
foundland and Quebec.
Seabourn Pride will offer longer Baltic cruises, 
with 12- and 14-day voyages that include 
overnight stays in St. Petersburg. The ship will 
also operate a new 21-day North Cape cruise, 
venturing into the Arctic Ocean, calling on 
Longyearbyen and Ny Aalesund in the Nor-
wegian Spitsbergen islands and skirting
the polar ice pack. In addition, Seabourn 
Pride will sail on a 15-day British Isles voyage 
round-trip London with overnight stays in 
Edinburgh (Leith) and Dublin.

http://www.delta.com


Latin American art on Riviera
When she sets sail on her maiden voyage in 
May, Oceania Cruises’ new ship Riviera will 
showcase a museum-worthy collection of fine 
art focusing on the works of some of Latin 
America’s most accomplished and admired 
contemporary artists. More than 1000 works 
will adorn the mid-size ship.
The world-class collection is a nod to the 
Cuban heritage of Frank Del Rio, the line’s 
founder and chairman and CEO of parent 
company Prestige Cruise Holdings. More 
curator than collector, Del Rio went to 
extraordinary lengths to ensure that “every 
inch of the ship was designed to showcase 
paintings, glassworks and sculpture that will 
spark conversation and contemplation among 
our guests.”
The works will be prominently featured 

throughout the ship, but also “tucked in the 
most unexpected places to promote a sense of 
discovery,” says Del Rio. 
Like her sister ship Marina, the centrepiece of 
Riviera is a Lalique Grand Staircase, designed 
by the fabled French artists of crystal. 
It features double-curved staircases and a 
balcony with balustrades of crystal medallions 
and scrolled iron with a brass banister topped 
by a mahogany handrail. Six crystal pillars 
rising from the landing enhance the two-
storey, glass elevator surround.
Oceania Cruises’ latest “Explore Your World” 
brochure is out now, showcasing more than 
30 itineraries on sale, and features 11 Riviera 
sailings.
For more information, contact Cruise 
Holidays on 09 523 7788.

Summer cruise season ends
Sea Princess, the last ship to visit New 
Zealand this season for Carnival Australia, 
which represents P&O Cruises, Cunard Line, 
Princess Cruises, and P&O Cruises World 
Cruising, docked at Auckland’s Princes Wharf 
on Sunday.
There have been almost 400 Carnival ship 
visits to 12 New Zealand ports this season – 
more than double the number of visits than 
the previous season for the company and 
almost five times more than three years ago. 
The OCT-APR season for Carnival brought 

more than 115,000 passengers to New 
Zealand and contributed an estimated $200 
million to the country’s tourism economy. 
Each ship visit has generated an estimated 
$150,000 spend on local New Zealand 
products, including 30 tonnes of fresh fruit 
and vegetables, 600kg flour, local dairy, meat 
and seafood. 
Passengers have enjoyed on average 600 
bottles of wine daily, including wines from 
Cloudy Bay, Matua Valley, The Sisters and 
Mount Riley.

Costa Concordia salvage
American and Italian salvagers have been contracted to remove the Costa 
Concordia wreck now that all fuel has been removed. The work, which 
involves floating the ship and towing it to an Italian port, starts next month 
and is expected to take a year.

Heritage Expeditions goes sub-Antarctic
Adventure cruise company Heritage Expedi-
tions will voyage to Heard and McDonald 
Islands in the Southern Ocean in NOV12. 
Participants are invited to join the team of 
world class naturalists and biologists on what 
is one of the last great ‘Journeys in the World’, 
to islands more remote than Antarctica and 
visited by far less people.
Heard and McDonald Islands, deep in the 
South Indian Ocean, are closer to Antarctica 
than any other major landmass, and have 
traditionally been the preserve of researchers 
and scientists. Their remoteness and status 
as an Australian Federal Nature Reserve and 
World Heritage site have ensured the islands 
are visited only by the fortunate few. Heritage
Expeditions last visited in 2002 and it is 
unlikely they will be repeating this voyage 

in the foreseeable future due to the logistics 
involved.
The voyage departs from Fremantle 08NOV 
and ends in Albany WA on the 02DEC12. 
Prices for the 25-day expedition start from 
US$16,000pp and include transfers, all meals, 
shore excursions and permits, but exclude 
landing fees.
www.heritage-expeditions.com.
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Tel: 09-444 2298
Fax: 09-4424228
CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITE

Vava’u Tonga - just beyond Paradise
NOW DEPARTING EVERY FRIDAY

FROM 7 SEPTEMBER 2012
5 Nights from

NZ$2795pp

CALL US NOW

HAL’s close to home sailing
Holland America Line ship, the 82,000gt ms 
Oosterdam (right, below) will cruise South 
Pacific waters next summer and offers some 
local cruising opportunities:
14-Night New Zealand Discovery - from 
NZ$2,099*
Departs 24OCT & 21NOV12 and 12JAN13
*based on 21NOV12 sailing
Ports of call: Sydney, Hobart, Port Chalm-
ers, Lyttelton, Wellington, Napier, Tauranga, 
Auckland, Waitangi, Sydney
14-Night Australia & New Zealand - from 
NZ$2,729
Departs 06FEB & 16MAR13
Ports of call: Sydney, Melbourne, Hobart, 
Milford Sound, cruising Fiordland National 
Park, Port Chalmers, Akaroa, Wellington, 
Napier, Tauranga, Auckland
10-Night Pacific Treasures - from NZ$2,729
Departs 02JAN13
Ports of call: Sydney, Noumea, Port Vila, Mys-
tery Island, Isle of Pines, Sydney.
There are many more dates and itineraries 
available. Call Francis Travel Marketing for 
details.

HAL Alaska Cruise 
& Cruise Tours
Your clients can see Denali 
National Park for US$199pp.
Holland America Line has added a 
new two-night pre/post package for 
2012 that includes one night in 
Denali National Park and one night 
in Anchorage, including motor 
coach directly from the ship to 
Denali, and the McKinley Explorer 
train from Denali to Anchorage.  
This package is designed to give 
even HAL’s Glacier Discovery 
cruise-only guests the opportunity 
to visit Denali National Park, a must 
see in Alaska.
In other news, HAL’s Alaska Cruise 
Tours - Summer on Sale is back.
These include a $200 onboard credit 
for a Deluxe stateroom and free 
ocean-view upgrades from interior 
staterooms.
Call Francis Travel Marketing on 
09-444 2298.

New departure dates for Vava’u cruising
Island Escape Cruises has decided to change 
the departure dates on its Vava’u Tonga 
cruises so that they now depart on a Friday, 
not a Monday.  Island Passage will now depart 
every Friday from 07SEP12.
This decision has come about due to the flight 

schedules and accommodation availability restric-
tions in Tonga for pre and post cruise.  
If you have any questions or concerns regarding this 
change, call Francis Travel Marketing on 0800 422 
784 or email reservations@francistravelmarketing.
co.nz

ms Oosterdam
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HOSPITALITYViking Ocean Cruises signs 
with Fincantieri
Viking Ocean Cruises, sister company of 
Viking River Cruises has signed a Memoran-
dum of Agreement with shipbuilder Fincan-
tieri for the construction of two new luxury 
ocean cruise ships. The memorandum also 
includes an option for a third vessel. 
In line with Viking’s intimate, destination-
focused approach to cruising, the new ocean 
ships will be small by today’s standards at 
approximately 45,000gt and will host 998 pas-
sengers in 499 cabins. The first ship is sched-
uled for delivery in late 2014, the second one 
in late 2015.

Big air credits 
for Vanuatu cruises
Small ship cruise specialist Island Escape 
Cruises is offering up to NZ$1,000 Air Credit 
to and from its JUL12 and AUG12 cruises in 
Vanuatu.

Discovery Deals 
from Princess Cruises
Princess Cruises’ new Discovery Deals to 
Europe, Asia, Alaska and the Pacific, offer 
travellers savings of up to $2000 per state-
room on itineraries booked by 30JUN12.
The offers include:
A 12-night Greek Isle escape on Crown 
Princess, departs Rome 20NOV12, priced 
from $1592*pp twin share
A 12-night Grand Mediterranean journey 
on Ruby Princess, departs Venice 22AUG12, 
priced from $2236*pp twin share. 
For more information visit www.myccs.co.nz 
* subject to availability, conditions apply.

Tin Tub joins Boutique Hotels & Lodges
Susan Roberts at Boutique Hotels and Lodges 
has signed Tin Tub Luxury Lodge in Wanaka 
as the latest property to join her portfolio of 
luxury accommodation. 
Tin Tub is set on the hills overlooking Lake 
Wanaka and offers two Classic rooms and 
three Lodge rooms, all with California King 
beds, plenty of space and an ensuite with 

walk in shower. Lodge rooms feature large 
spa baths and outdoor tubs. The lodge offers 
an ‘all season’ option, with an on-site tennis 
court, swimming pool (heated in summer), 
sauna and gym, ski drying room and even 
mountain bikes.
www.tintubwanaka.com

Suite life at Pullman Auckland 
Experience the suite life with an upgrade to 
the 5 star One or Two Bedroom Residential 
Suites at the Pullman Auckland and receive 
$100 worth of extra treats.
Until 30SEP12, guests who upgrade to a Resi-
dential Suite can indulge with a $100 voucher 
valid for dining in The Café.
With private balconies commanding views of 
the city or harbour, Pullman Auckland’s One 
and Two Bedroom Suites offer plush bedding, 
bathrooms with walk in showers and separate 
soaking tubs, expansive living spaces and a 
fully equipped kitchen for entertaining.
Guests can tap Pullman’s traditional hotel 
services and facilities such as 24 hour room 
service, access to Spa at the Pullman, a fully 
equipped gym, 25m heated lap pool, spa, 

sauna and steam room.
Pullman Auckland has 31 One Bedroom and 
20 Two Bedroom Residential Suites within 
its inventory of 340 rooms. Prices for One 
Bedroom Residential Suites start from $364 
per night.
For bookings and full terms and conditions, 
click here or phone +64 9 353 1000.

Abbeville Estate launched
Auckland Airport has preserved some 
historic local buildings and set them up for a 
sustainable future as Abbeville Estate.
Pitched as Auckland’s newest boutique 
destination for celebrations, conferences 
and events, Abbeville Estate comprises the 
relocated and restored Westney Church, the 
Westney Homestead, and revitalized the 
Abbeville Homestead and Barn.
Located in a rural setting at 5 Nixon Road, off 
the airport’s George Bolt Drive, the heritage-
listed buildings are over 150 years old and 
have been meticulously restored in 
consultation with Historic Places Trust and 
contemporised for the needs of today.  It is 
thought the Estate is the only intact pre-1860 
historic farm complex of this type remaining 
in the Auckland region.
The Homestead – christened Abbeville in the 
1930s –can seat up to 110 in the main dining
room and 30 in the Garden Room, with a 
separate parlour suitable for brides to prepare 
for the big moment.
The Westney Church, a short distance away 
from the Estate, can seat up to 80 for a 
wedding, while the Barn can comfortably 
accommodate up to 380 function guests.
The Great Catering Co handles everything.  
www.abbeville.co.nz 
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PEARL’S PEARLER
A critic is one who knows the way,

but can’t drive the car

LATE BREAK

Holiday Inn appointment
Holiday Inn Melbourne on Flinders has 
appointed Garry Beadel as the new hotel 
manager. 
He was previously executive assistant man-
ager and rooms division manager of Crowne 
Plaza Christchurch, where he demonstrated 
exemplary leadership during the Christ-
church earthquakes. As part of his career 
development with IHG (InterContinental 
Hotels Group), Garry was also the brand 
service consultant for New Zealand in the 
roll out of the Holiday Inn ‘Stay Real, Be You” 
training across Australasia. 
Beadel commenced his career in hotel opera-
tions in 1988 at Gardens Parkroyal Queen-
stown, where he worked as duty manager. 
In 1995 Garry was promoted to reception 
supervisor and was transferred to Gagudju 
Crocodile Hotel in the Northern Territory, 
Australia.
Interestingly, he was the first male spa 
manager in the UK – running the health and 
beauty spa at Five Lakes Hotel, Gold & Spa in 
Essex.
He was also the 2011 Australasia winner of 
IHG’s “Our Hero’ award, for his dedication 
to guests and fellow employees during the 
Christchurch quakes.

One of the Conde Nast Traveler 
editors recently visited the 
178-room Hilton Queenstown 
incognito and the Hilton 
Queenstown has now been 
named one of the hottest new 
hotels in the world.
The Conde Nast Traveler 2012 
Hot List describes it as “the 
jewel” of the new Kawarau 
Village complex. The luxury 
travel publication’s annual Hot 
List is widely regarded as the 
ultimate insider’s guide to the 
world’s best new hotels, spas 
and restaurants. 
Read their review of Hilton 
Queenstown at 
www.cntraveler.com

Celebrate autumn at Kawarau Village in Queenstown
Stay in the heart of Kawarau Village at either Hilton Queenstown or Kawarau Ho-
tel, managed by Hilton this autumn, with advance purchase deals offering savings 
of up to 20% off best available rates.

Mother’s Day High Tea
Treat the ladies in your life to a Mother’s Day 
High Tea in the Deco Grand Tearoom of the 
Heritage Auckland and support Variety – The 
Children’s Charity.
Hosted by Variety Ambassador Jayne Kiely, 
guests will enjoy fine food, fashion from 
Sabatini and Kid Republic, with entertainment 
from Variety Voices Youth choir.  
Proceeds raised will go to Variety’s Caring For 
Kids programme, improving the lives of Kiwi 
kids with special medical needs. 
Tickets to the event on Sunday 13MAY at 
2.30pm are $65 per adult and include high tea, 
a glass of bubbles and a goodie bag. 
For tickets and info visit www.variety.org.nz
(Guests share tables of 10 people. No door 
sales).

Qantas spends A$2b on engines
Qantas has ordered A$2 billion worth of latest generation 
engines to power its forthcoming fleet of 78 Airbus A320-
neos.
The engine is made by CFM International, a partnership 
between GE and a French aerospace conglomerate, the 
Safran Group. The deal will mean at least 156 engines 
(plus a few spare units) will enter service under the wings 
of the ultra-efficient A320-neos.
Qantas’s budget offshoot Jetstar will be the first in the 
Qantas group to use the new craft as they enter service 
from 2016.

Australia’s Luxury Travel Magazine has just released 
their best of the best reader’s poll Gold List for 2012.
Huka Lodge, Taupo, was the top property in New 
Zealand, ranked first within the ‘Best New Zealand 
property within three hours of the city’ category and 
second in ‘Best overseas boutique property, villa or 
lodge’ category.
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