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Brits penalised for travel to NZ
Peak tourism industry groups in Australia and New Zealand fear 
yesterday’s rise in the UK Air Passenger Duty (APD) will further 
accelerate already declining British visitor arrivals. 
The new APD rate equates to £368 (approximately A$560/NZ$736) 
for a family of four travelling to Australia or New Zealand. 
Tourism & Transport Forum Australia (TTF) and Tourism Industry 
Association New Zealand (TIA) are reiterating their concern about 
the arbitrary and discriminatory nature of the APD. 
TTF chief executive John Lee says the APD is an unfair impost on 
Brits wanting to visit Australia and New Zealand. 
“This is the fourth APD rise since 2007 and the tax paid by an ordi-
nary British traveller heading our way is now more than A$140,” said 
Mr Lee. 
“The APD impedes tourism, travel, trade and economic growth and 
unfairly penalises British residents wishing to visit long-haul desti-
nations like Australia and New Zealand. 
 “It also slugs visitors to Britain from long-haul source markets and 
Malaysian-based carrier Air Asia X has cited yesterday’s hike as a 
factor in its decision to cease flights between Gatwick and Kuala 
Lumpur.
“British arrivals to Australia fell 5.9% in 2011, while the number of 
Brits visiting New Zealand in 2011 was down 4.0% over 2010. 
“Both TIA and TTF are concerned at the potential impact of this 
increase on British arrivals in our two countries and we believe this 
issue deserves attention at the highest level.”        .... Cont p2
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NZ PGA Pro-Am set to be bigger and better
The inaugural NZ PGA Pro-Am Cham-
pionship is barely over and already plans 
are well advanced for 2013. With the 
date already set an expanded tournament 
is on the cards after a highly successful 
inaugural event. Organising Committee 
Chairman John Hart says it’s a case of 
striking while the iron is hot.
“We’re absolutely thrilled with the way 
the tournament has gone.  I guess the 
key thing is the feedback we’ve had from 
sponsors and the amateurs that have paid 
to play has been so positive.  So it’s given 
us the confidence to know that we have a 
format that is going to work and already 
we are making plans for next year.”
Forming part of the PGA Tour of 
Australasia the tournament has been a 
highlight in the early stages of the 2012 
season. 
“The NZ PGA Pro-Am Championship 
has been a standout event, the format is 
unique to the Tour and we have seen the 
players embrace and relish the oppor-
tunity to compete in a different style of 
event,” said Brian Thorburn, CEO of the 
PGA of Australia, which encompasses 
the PGA Tour of Australasia. 
The 2013 tournament will take place a 
month earlier - 28FEB-03MAR13.
 Hart says the 2013 event being a month 
earlier will work well for both Queens-
town and sports fans in general.
“It gives us a great lead in time now to 
make this tournament something very, 
very special.”
 That could include an expanded field 

in 2013.  Hart says such has been the 
success of the inaugural event, expan-
sion plans have been brought forward a 
couple of years.
“We have a vision to create a tourna-
ment that’s going to become one of the 
Pro-Ams in world golf and certainly the 
Pro-Am of Asia-Pacific,” Hart told media 
during a press conference at the Jack’s 
Point course last Friday.
“Our vision is create a tournament that 
will showcase Queenstown, showcase 
New Zealand and develop New Zealand 
golf and establish golf as a very strong 
tourism opportunity in New Zealand.”

In time, Hart says the aim for the tourna-
ment is that it will be played at Queens-
town courses The Hills, Jack’s Point and 
Millbrook Resort during three days to 
really showcase the region. 
 “We’ve always had a vision to take 
this tournament to three courses and 
therefore absolutely mirror the Dunhill 
tournament.   It will be subject to what 
we can do with funding but our aim is to 
have at least two courses involved if not 
three which gives us the ability to widen 
the professional field and bring in prob-
ably twice the number of amateurs that 
we’ve had this year”.

Brits penalised for travel to NZ
... Cont from p1
TIA Policy & Research Manager Simon Wallace said yester-
day’s rise is an iniquitous burden on long-haul tourism. 
“The UK already has the highest departure tax in the world 
and this latest rise means a British family of four will pay 
more than NZ$736 in taxes just to leave the country,” Mr 
Wallace said.
“The APD is a tax on tourism which reaps billions of 
pounds in revenue for the British government masquerad-
ing as environmental policy which will simply price more 
potential visitors to Australia and New Zealand out of the 
market.
“Persistent poor economic conditions in Europe mean con-
sumer confidence remains low and reduces the likelihood of 
people to take a long-haul holiday, so now is not the time to 
introduce another barrier. 
“We are urging the New Zealand and Australian govern-
ments to make our concerns clear to the British government 
and to point out that the policy will make visiting the UK 
more expensive for Australians and New Zealanders. 
“This could also have the unintended consequence of reduc-
ing the number of tourists visiting Britain from long-haul 
source markets.”

Aerial view of The Hills during round one of the NZ PGA Championship. Michael Thomas / Photosport

The Tuatapere Hump Ridge Track has been awarded the 
Enviro Gold Award by Qualmark, recognising its high 
standards in environmental practices.

www.newzealandaccommodation.org.nz
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Big changes at 
Tourism Industry Assn
In just one week, the tourism industry has 
seen its peak body, the Tourism Industry As-
sociation New Zealand (TIA), merge with the 
New Zealand Hotel Council, and learned that 
TIA has a new chief executive, former Rugby 
World Cup 2011 chief Martin Snedden (right).
TIA chairman Norm Thompson says “We 
are delighted to attract someone of Martin’s 
calibre and experience to lead the organi-
sation representing one of New Zealand’s 
biggest export industries. He demonstrated 
superb leadership skills to stage an extremely 
successful RWC 2011 and we look forward to 
him bringing those skills to TIA. 
“We believe Martin’s appointment will further 
strengthen tourism industry representation at 

the national level, and help TIA achieve even 
better outcomes for its members.”
Mr Snedden will take up his new role in early 
June. TIA Board member Grant Lilly will act 
as interim Chief Executive until then.

Quake tours of Christchurch
Visitors to Christchurch may soon be able to 
tour the city’s devastated red zone on com-
mercial bus tours.  
The Canterbury Earthquake Recovery 
Authority (Cera) has released a “potential 
business opportunity” tender for a private 
company to run inner-city tours. 
Tenders will close on 13APR, and the tours 
could start running as early as May. 
The successful bidder will run the tours as 
a commercial venture rather than a public 
service, with no limitation on how much the 
company can charge. 
Potential bidders who spoke to The Press said 
the ticket price would have to be significant 
to cover costs. One bus operator suggested a 
minimum of $10 a ride. 
The tender comes days after it was revealed 
parts of the CBD could be closed for up to 18 
months.

5o cents pppd ‘tax’ proposed for Queenstown
The Queenstown Lakes District Council is 
grappling with the problem of providing 
infrastructure to meet the demands of 2.8 
million visitors every year from a district with 
a resident population of about 28,000.
The Otago Daily Times reports that there is 
a proposal to help reduce the $5.7million 
the council spends on parks, reserves, trails, 
walkways, public toilets and events a year by 
levying 50c per day from each visitor through 
the existing rates collecting system. 
The mayor says the existing rates system 
would be able to “indirectly” charge visitors. 
Commercial and accommodation sectors had 

the ability to make the rates part of their costs 
and gather income to cover their costs.
Council finance boss Stewart Burns told 
Mountain Scene the council had tested the 
idea of a bed tax in the past with central 
Government, but it was reluctant to legislate 
for one.
Asked if rates increases would deter Queen-
stown visitors from visiting, Destination 
Queenstown chief executive Tony Everitt said: 
“At these levels, no, because it’s pretty small 
amounts of money. I don’t think visitors are 
going to notice it at that level.”

The ‘super-city’ expansion 
of Auckland means that 
the country’s top gateway 
now has its own sheep-
based tourist attraction 
inside its boundary.
SheepWorld is just up 
State Highway 1 from 
charming riverside Wark-
worth and the popular 
Matakana Wine Trail, and 
offers a professionally delivered insight into 
how Kiwis farm their sheep, then harvest and 
use their wool. It’s easy to find – the sheep in 
the front paddock are usually dyed bright red!
In a scenic farmland and bush setting, 
SheepWorld’s twice-daily shows demonstrate 
how dogs round up and bring in the sheep, 
which are then sorted and shorn. There’s also 
a Wonderful Wool multimedia exhibition that 
explains and demonstrates how the resultant 
fleece is put to its many uses.
As well as demonstrating the NZ sheep and 

wool story, SheepWorld gives visitors the 
chance to experience NZ nature first hand 
and to view farm animals, possums and even 
eels up close.
The attraction also has a well-stocked shop 
selling quality, natural NZ products, and the 
onsite café serves excellent light meals.
SheepWorld is generally not on coach itiner-
aries, but it gets a steady stream of FITs from 
all over the world, and if the Visitors’ Book is 
anything to go by, they all leave thoroughly 
satisfied.    www.sheepworld.co.nz/farm.htm

Grand Pacific Holidays bonus
Book any Grand Pacific Tours Holiday by 
30JUN12 and receive $100 discount per 
person plus a free 400-page New Zealand 
Eyewitness Travel Guide Book. 
*Conditions apply. 
www.grandpacifictours.com/travelagent.asp

Conference Industry Puts 
Wellington ‘In the Spotlight’
Positively Wellington Tourism’s Convention
Bureau last week hosted 17 professional 
conference organisers (PCOs) on a three-day 
‘Wellington in the Spotlight’ familiarisation of 
the city’s hotels, venues, sights and activities.
PWT chief executive David Perks says the es-
tablishment of a new Sydney-based Business 
Development Manager position six months 
ago had resulted in a 15-strong trans-Tasman 
contingent in the group.

Auckland offers sheep attraction



AUSTRALIA
AAT Kings launches 2012/13 Tassie programme
AAT Kings has despatched its 2012/13 Tas-
mania brochure to agents, offering guided 
tours ranging from five to 11 days in length, 
with You Are Invited dining and special expe-
riences such as cruising Wineglass Bay, visit-
ing the latest in contemporary art at MONA 
in Hobart and an afternoon of enjoying high 
tea at Shene Estate just outside of Hobart. 
Says AAT Kings Managing Director Tammy 
Marshall: “Unique for our travellers in 
2012/13 is the exclusive You Are Invited din-
ing experience available across all itineraries. 
Clients travelling with AAT Kings in Tasma-

coach with air-
port transfers. 
To celebrate 
the launch of 
the 2012/13 
Tasmania 
programme, 
AAT Kings is 
offering Early 
Bird Savings 
per couple for 
clients who 
book and pay 

nia enjoy lunch at  Josef Chromy Wines, where they 
embrace the romance of an original 1800s homestead, 
enjoying delicious estate-grown wines and fresh Tas-
manian produce while overlooking a picturesque lake 
and vineyard.” 
AAT Kings’ itineraries include all accommodation, 
many meals, the services of a professional Tour Direc-
tor and Driver, travel in comfort on an AAT Kings 

in full six months in advance. 
By way of example, the 11-day Best 
Of Tasmania guided tour, priced 
from $5625pp twin share (land only) 
has Early Bird Savings of up to $560 
per couple for clients who book six 
months in advance. This package 
will take clients on a full circle of the 
island state from Hobart to Hobart 
with key highlights including: a tour 
of Hobart; Mt Field National Park; 
Russell Falls; a cruise on the Gordon 
River; Cradle Mountain National
Park; Ashgrove Farm Cheese Facto-
ry; Freycinet National Park; a cruise 
on Wineglass Bay, a tour of MONA; 
Port Arthur; and AAT Kings’ You 
Are Invited experience at Josef 
Chromy Wines (left). Departure 
dates available from SEP12.
For bookings call 0800 500 146 and 
visit www.aatkings.co.nz.

Easter school holidays with DriveAway Holidays 
With the school holidays just around the cor-
ner, DriveAway Holidays suggests travellers 
get away from it all by taking a great Aussie 
road-trip.
For last minute bookings, DriveAway Holi-
days says it still has a wide range of car rental 
vehicles available at great prices. Collecting at 
locations throughout Australia, choose from 
mini and economy models through to full 
sized, passenger vans and SUVs.

Your clients can get off the beaten track by 
renting a motorhome, and DriveAway Holi-
days offers a variety of models, from 2 berths 
to luxury 6 berth models with a number of 
suppliers.    Call 0800 885 590 or visit 
www.driveaway.co.nz
Please note that all vehicles are subject to 
availability with selected suppliers. 
Conditions apply e.g. minimum rental periods 
and blackout dates.

Dreamworld launches Dreamworks Experience
Dreamworld on the Gold Coast revealed the 
theme park’s new DreamWorks Experience 
precinct to the park’s first holiday crowds on 
Saturday.
The new 8,400sqm DreamWorks Experience 
precinct has transformed the heart of the 
theme park.
Guests cross a bridge and arrive in Mada-
gascar Madness, an overgrown jungle where 
chimps hang from vines, penguins are on a 
wild mission with King Julien in charge.
Madagascar Madness is an action-packed 

family haven, with newly themed rides and 
attractions and a live stage show featuring 
some of the film’s famous characters. 
Shrek’s Faire Faire Away is all themed around 
the lovable ogre and his friends and offers 
four newly themed rides and lots of photo 
ops with characters Shrek, Princess Fiona and 
Puss in Boots.
Legendary dragon warrior, Po, will join the 
action late this year when Po’s Garden is 
completed, and its brand new rides and at-
tractions open.
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QUIZ

WIN ONE OF    
 FIVE

Pure Fiji 
Pamper packs

of selected products*
with a retail value of $150

ALL CORRECT 
ENTRIES GO 

INTO THE 
LUCKY DRAW

Email your answers to 
Volivoli@travelmemo.co.nz 

by 5pm TUE 17APR. 
Winners announced FRI 20APR. 

* Prize products may vary from those illustrated

1. Name the nearest village to Volivoli
2. Name the resort’s PADI dive operator
3. Which accommodation suits families?
4. What does the word ‘volivoli’ mean?

The answers can all be found in the 
Volivoli Beach Resort feature here

Hyatt ends Coolum run
Queensland’s richest man, billionaire Clive 
Palmer, has paid Hyatt Hotels to vacate his 
Coolum resort after 24 years of managing the 
property.
It is now trading as Coolum Resort & Spa, 
although Palmer had the Aussie media in a 
froth over the discovery that he had regis-
tered the name Coolum Casino.  He has since 
said he has no plans to develop a casino on 
the Sunshine Coast, claiming that he was just 
registering the name and web address so no-
one else to do so. 
“I have not discussed establishing a casino at 
the resort with any authorities or the Queens-
land government,” Mr Palmer said in a state-
ment.
“I do not believe a casino would be the 
answer to boosting tourism on the Sunshine 
Coast.
“A much broader strategy is needed.
“A casino could also have a detrimental social 
impact on the Sunshine Coast.”

The move on the Coolum resort clears the 
way for its redevelopment and plans are ex-
pected to be unveiled mid-year.
It is understood Mr Palmer has earmarked 
A$1.5 billion to build a tourism and leisure 
empire. 
He is reportedly the Liberal National Party’s 
biggest donor, and any casino move would 
need approval from the newly elected State 
Government but that is unlikely to be a bar-
rier.
Queensland’s new Premier Campbell New-
man has made tourism one of the four pillars 
on which his government will build a rejuve-
nated economy, and has pledged to return the 
state to its position as Australia’s No. 1 tourist 
destination.
The LNP has set a target of doubling visitor 
spending to A$30 billion a year by 2020, with 
a focus on attracting cashed-up people from 
new markets such as China, India, Malaysia, 
South Korea and the Middle East.

Stay Pay at 
Wolgan Valley Resort
Wolgan Valley Resort & Spa has 
released a “Stay 3 Pay 2” package for 
a limited time.
Valid for bookings 01APR-30JUN12, 
the special offer provides guests 
an opportunity to enjoy a luxury 
Heritage Suite for three nights, 
including daily gourmet meals and 
two nature-based activities per per-
son per day; all for the price of two 
nights at A$1,950pp.
The luxury Australian conserva-
tion-based resort is located three 
hours from Sydney.

SIA, Virgin Australia Announce 
‘Visit Australia Airpass’
Singapore Airlines and Virgin Australia have 
underlined the benefits of their new alliance 
for overseas travellers and the Australian tour-
ism industry with the launch of the Singapore 
Airlines ‘Visit Australia Airpass’. 
The airpass offers Singapore Airlines and SilkAir 
international customers the opportunity to visit 
up to 10 domestic destinations on any given trip 
to Australia. It covers a total of 29 Australian 
cities and offers a choice of itineraries across 61 
domestic routes operated by Virgin Australia. 
It also includes reciprocal frequent flyer pro-
gramme benefits and lounge access for eligible 
customers.

Indian Pacific refurb
The Indian Pacific has entered her golden era, 
and from this month will feature Gold Twin 
cabins that have been tastefully refurbished 
following a two-year project.  The Gold Twin 
cabins now feature a modern, compact ensuite 
bathroom, plush soft furnishings and improv-
ed bunk ladders and safety rails.
They are also fitted with a new in-cabin audio 
system with five radio channels offering a 
range of commentary and music options.
The Gold Twin cabins are complemented by 
the Outback Explorer Lounge and the Queen 
Adelaide Restaurant carriages, which have 
both been recently upgraded.
Chief Executive of Great Southern Rail, Chris 
Tallent, says “These refurbishments are just 
the beginning of a range of exciting changes 
that we will be introducing over the next 12 
months. We are set to redefine rail travel in 
Australia and unveil some exciting service 
enhancements aboard Australia’s Great Train 
Journeys.”
Effective 01APR, holidays aboard the Indian 
Pacific are available at savings of up to $1000 
through the ‘60 Day Great Rail Sale’.
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www.aircalin.com

• Less than 3 hours from
   Auckland flying Aircalin          
• Four convenient daytime flights  
   every week
• Choose Aircalin for great value  
   fares and packages

• A city break, an island hop,   
   or a self-drive holiday
• Modern Airbus fleet, including  
   spacious A330 (271 seats)
• The only Business Class service  
   between Auckland and Nouméa

• Full service, regardless of     
   the fare paid. All meals,   
   drinks,infl ight entertainment  
   and 20kgs of checked luggage  
   are included
             (09) 977 2238
   reservations@aircalin.co.nz
 

New Caledonia
where the French Riviera meets the South Pacific

One of Fiji’s best-kept secrets CLICK TO DOWNLOAD
THE VOLIVOLI FEATURE

PACIFIC ISLANDS
Fiji emergency – update
A state of emergency has been declared for 
most of Fiji’s Western Division after heavy 
flooding killed four people and forced thou-
sands into evacuation centres.
A gale warning was in force yesterday, with 
damaging winds likely in the following 12 to 
24 hours as the weather system over Vanuatu 
intensified and moved southeast towards Fiji.
More heavy rain and squally thunderstorms 
are also expected, with the possibility of more 
severe flooding of major rivers, streams and 
low-lying coastal areas.
At the request of the Fijian government, all 
inbound returning flights were operating 
without passengers, but this temporary 
embargo has now been lifted.
International visitors to Fiji must be aware 
that while every effort is being made to mini-
mise inconvenience that has resulted from the 
current weather, services and transportation 
within Fiji are not as yet at their optimum 
levels.
The damaged roads that had blocked Nadi off 
from other areas of the country are now pass-
able and passengers need to check directly 

with their hotels to ensure accommodation 
availability. 
Domestic air services between Suva and 
Nadi are operating but services to the outer 
islands including Vanua Levu, Taveuni and 
Savusavu have been cancelled and passen-
gers should contact Pacific Sun regarding 
schedules.
On the water, inter-island cruise and ferry 
services to the Mamanuca and Yasawa 
Islands are operating on a limited basis to 
transport guests to Nadi and Nadi Interna-
tional Airport.
Transporting of passengers from major 
hotels on the Coral Coast to Nadi Interna-
tional Airport has resumed. 
The road linking Nadi International Airport 
and the Denarau Island resort complex is 
operational however is subject to high tides 
and flooding. 
While resources are strained hotels and 
resorts across the destination have contin-
ued to provide services to their guests and 
no reports of damage to any major hotel or 
resort have been received.

Savali News reports that the Lamana Group 
of Papua New Guinea has been given the 
green light to build a multimillion 
dollar hotel on Samoa’s Taumeasi-
na Island.
The lease has been signed be-
tween Prime Minister, Tuila’epa 
Sa’ilele Malielegaoi and the group, 
which will invest around US$50 
million for the construction of a 
70-room hotel and 30 villas, plus 
restaurants, conference facilities, 

cafes and entertainment areas.
Construction of the hotel is slated to begin 
early next year.

New Village Huts website offers authentic PNG experiences
Village Huts, a new travel and accommodation 
website for booking authentic local accom-
modation in Papua New Guinea launches this 
week.  The site - www.villagehuts.com - gives 
travellers direct access to hundreds of local 
guesthouses and lodges in PNG, providing off 
the beaten track experiences while providing 
support to the local PNG communities through 
tourism.
The first stage of the website launch is the ac-
commodation booking module, where grass 
roots guesthouses and lodge accommodation is 
available on idyllic islands; off the beaten track 
in villages; as well as city accommodation.
Chris Stevens, director of Village Huts ex-
plains that tourism is a sustainable source of 
income in PNG for the local people.  “We have 
launched Village Huts so that more travellers 

can have access to some of the most beautiful 
locations in PNG and immerse themselves in 
the local culture and attractions,” Mr Stevens 
said.
All guesthouses, lodges, and the upcoming 
tours have been personally inspected by a 
Village Huts staff member and undertaken a 
quality assurance programme. Village Huts 
also works independently from any booking 
group or website and therefore any property 
included on the Village Huts site can join 
another booking site as well as giving them 
more options for promotion.  
Visit www.villagehuts.com and for more 
information about Papua New Guinea visit 
www.papuanewguinea.travel 
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Please forward a cover letter & resume by 10 April 2012 to 
HRSydney@driveaway.com.au

Established over 20 years ago, we offer 60+ self-drive suppliers at more than 8,000 global locations

Business Development Manager - Christchurch, New Zealand.
DriveAway Holidays is looking for an experienced Business Development Manager to service our South Island travel 
agencies on a permanent part-time basis.

We require a BDM that is:
•	  An individual who has a clear understanding on the NZ Travel Industry
•	  A highly dedicated & motivated individual with excellent presentation
•	  Looking to work three days a week, based in Christchurch
•	  An individual with the ability to work autonomously and is very self-motivated
 
Essential requirements:
•	  Minimum 3 years travel agent or BDM experience
•	  Excellent verbal and written communication skills
•	  Own reliable vehicle

We offer:
•	 Competitive salary package
•	 Full training and development

If you are an experienced, enthusiastic travel agent or BDM looking for permanent part-time work in and around 
Christchurch, representing Australia’s number one car rental wholesaler, apply now!

Customer Service Professional
Full / Part Time

(Suit Travel Broker / Travel Consultant)
North Shore Office

We are a small but growing company dealing predominantly with visa processing 
and visa enquiries for the travel industry. 

We are looking for a quick learning, administrative and customer services gem to handle visa and 
customer enquiries.  Attention to detail is essential and previous clerical/administrative experience 
is preferable.  This role is important in ensuring the smooth flow of our operations so you will need 
to be very organised, show initiative and be able to prioritise.
• Highly computer literate
• Enthusiasm for great customer service 
• Excellent communication skills, both written and verbal
• High levels of integrity and honesty, with a great sense of humour  
• Hours are 9-5pm Monday to Friday, based in our North Shore Office
• Easy parking
• Salary $40K
This position would ideally suit a mature personality who is an energetic Customer Service whizz.  
Your flexible, “can do” mind-set will allow you to work independently at times but also be an es-
sential part of our small, fun team.

If interested, email your CV to kim@visasandpassports.co.nz

ASIA

Swissotel comes to Phuket
Swissôtel Hotels & Resorts is about to add 
its first property in Phuket to its portfolio. 
The international hotel group has been ap-
pointed the manager of the existing Court-
yard by Marriott at Kamala Beach, which was 
re-branded as Swissôtel Resort Phuket on 
01APR. This will be the group’s third prop-
erty in Thailand and its first resort property 
in Southeast Asia. 
Kamala Beach is located in Western Phuket, 

overlooking the Andaman Sea and is one of 
the best-known resort destinations on the 
island. The resort boasts 180 well-appointed 
suites, with a choice of one to three bed-
rooms, each with a separate living room and 
private balcony. The resort also provides 
an extensive range of facilities, including 
a lagoon-style pool, adventure club and 
recreational activities, making it ideal for 
travellers seeking a relaxing retreat.

Discover the historic town of Shimla, India
Surrounded by the splendour of the Hima-
layas, Himachal Pradesh, is a state of amaz-
ing landscape, temples and monasteries. 
Experience this breathtaking region with 
Adventure World’s new 8-day Highlights of 
Himachal Pradesh private journey, priced 
from $1560pp. 
Clients will visit Dharamsala, a fascinating 
cultural centre and home to the exiled Dalai 
Lama, ride on the “toy” train to Kalka passing 
through 103 tunnels and stroll past Victorian-

era buildings in the streets of Shimla, which 
is ranked number 15 on TripAdvisors top 
destinations to visit in India. 
Price includes accommodation, breakfast 
daily, sightseeing including entrance fees, 
some meals, private transportation and local 
guides and a train ticket Shimla-Kalka.
For more information on India, contact 
Adventure World on 0508 496 753 or visit 
www.adventureworld.co.nz. 

India & Sri Lanka FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTE 
PHONE 0508 396 842

Exotic Holidays
Specialist Tour Operator

CLICK HERE TO GET 
OUR NEWSLETTER

www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/asia/indian-subcontinent/india/tours/highlights-of-himachal-pradesh
www.adventureworld.co.nz/tours-and-destinations/asia/indian-subcontinent/india/tours/highlights-of-himachal-pradesh
http://www.exoticholidays.co.nz


Sava ‘Villa Malee Sai’ Phuket
Classic Asia’s Luxury Thailand Villas has a fresh addition, ‘Villa 
Malee Sai’, villa #5 of a seven-villa private estate called Sava, located 
beachfront at beautiful and unspoiled Natai Beach, around 20 min-
utes from Phuket Airport. 
“This is a growing tourist area with close proximity to golf courses 
and restaurants for people wanting to get away a little from the rush 
and bustle of the main tourist areas,” says Marianne Mannering.
Villa Malee Sai opens onto a secluded sandy beach and its impres-
sive size and intelligent layout makes it an appealing choice for 
private weddings and group celebrations.
The stylish tropical residence has five spacious ensuite bedrooms 
- three on the upper level, two poolside - and a dedicated office 
that also slides open onto the pool deck. Two of the three master 
bedrooms are ocean facing suites with floor to ceiling windows and 
terraces offering sea views. There are also two twin rooms, ideal for 
older children or friends sharing. 
Villa Malee Sai is built around an expansive central lounge space 
that slides open, front and back to draw in the cooling sea breezes. 
A spacious family room sits to the left of the entrance while a fully 
fitted, brand name western kitchen and spacious, glass-walled sea 
view dining space occupy the lower floor of a pavilion to the right. 
All the ground floor rooms slide open onto the villa’s generous 25m 
infinity lap pool, which is bordered by a teak sundeck with designer 
loungers. The beachside garden features a covered, open-sided din-
ing area with a 12-seater dining table and built-in barbecue unit. 
There’s also a furnished beachside relaxation pavilion, ideal for 
sunset viewing. 
The Teatro entertainment system accessible from numerous points 
around the villa stores hundreds of movies, games and also offers 
onscreen internet access including internet radio.  Lighting panels 
allow guests to choose their preferred evening ambience and a com-
bination of air-conditioning and ceiling fans ensures cool comfort 
day and night. 
The villa comes with two maids and a private chef overseen by an 
estate manager to deal with individual requests.
Classic Asia has a Special Promotional Free Night offer for stays 
01MAY-31OCT12.  Stay 4 nights, pay for 3; Stay 8 nights, pay for 
6; Stay 12 nights, pay for 9.  Minimum nights apply, based on Full 
Occupancy rates only, and other conditions apply.
Click here for the rates, full details and lots more pix.

THE AMERICAS
Aerolineas Argentinas 
to drop Auckland
Australia’s Travel Today, which originally broke the news last 
week, has had confirmation from Aerolineas Argentinas that 
it will operate direct flights to Buenos Aires from Sydney 
from 01JUL, replacing its 3pw service via Auckland. The 
frequency on the new BUE-SYD route will lift to 5pw from 
DEC12.
The carrier told Travel Today that New Zealand will be served 
“through agreements with other partner airlines”.
Dave Nicholson, general manager of Adventure World, asked 
to comment on the AR decision, told TravelMemo: “With 
Adventure World being the largest supplier of South America 
land product to the trade, it was disappointing to see capacity 
to the region drop with AR pulling out of Auckland.
“Let’s hope we see some more capacity introduced by LAN in 
the coming months.
“Exciting to see NZ flying the All Black 777 plane to Buenos 
Aires in late September for the AB’s test.  Hopefully it could 
be the start of things to come.”
World Journeys marketing manager Caroline Clegg says “We 
have found over the years that the vast majority of traffic 
from New Zealand travelled on LAN because of their much 
better frequency and far better regional Latin American con-
nections. Therefore the withdrawal of Aerolineas Argentinas 
will have almost no affect on World Journeys sales to South 
America that are currently at record levels!”

Qantas Quick Fares to South America
Qantas has released a $1789 return fare from NZ to San-
tiago, Chile for sales to 27APR12 and travel commenced 
30MAR-30JUN12. Travel is permitted via Australia in 
one direction, and two stopovers are permitted. Fares are 
also available in your GDS and on the Qantas Industry 
Sales website.

Save $150 on economy tickets to the USA
Save $500 on business class tickets to LAX 

On Sale to
27APR12

Save with Air Tahiti Nui
to the USA 
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Introducing Costa Rica & Belize  
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Vancouver’s Celebration 
of Light Fireworks Festival 
Taking place 28JUL, 01AUG and 04AUG, 
with shows starting at 10pm,  Vancouver’s 
Celebration of Light is the largest off-shore 
fireworks competition in the world. 
Lighting up the sky over English Bay and the 
city’s downtown core, the pyrotechnic show 
is choreographed to music and is free to the 
public, drawing crowds of more than 1.5 
million people annually to the city’s beaches, 
waterfront parks and restaurants. 
www.celebration-of-light.com

LAN gets clients around NYC
When clients are travelling to New York-JFK 
on LAN, agents can save them over US$100 
in taxi fares by offering them LAN’s free 
shuttle service, which runs between JFK 
airport and several transport hubs around 
New Jersey.
Full details, including GDS entries to book 
the shuttle, can be downloaded here.

Las Vegas shows
Jersey Boys, at its new home in Paris 
Las Vegas, is now available to book 
into June and Showbiz Events & Travel 
has great FIT rate available on Orches-
tra/Front Mezzanine seats. They also 
have new lower prices on Premium 
Seating available for Le Reve.
Agents are reminded that Phantom 
is closing in SEP12 and  Viva Elvis is 
closing 18AUG.
Call 0800 SHOWBIZ or email 
tracyh@showbizeta.com.

Alaska moves terminals at LAX
Alaska Airlines has just moved to the newly 
remodelled Terminal 6 at LAX, using the 
“Airport of the Future” design which AS has 
already introduced at Seattle and Anchorage.
Customer-friendly check-in facilities, includ-
ing online check-in and self-service kiosks are 
expected to reduce average wait times from 
20 minutes down to 4 minutes for passengers 
with checked bags.
Some AS flights to/from Mexico will still use 
the Tom Bradley Terminal.

Virgin Atlantic will officially launch its 
new nonstop route between London and 
Vancouver on 24MAY. Flights will depart 
from Heathrow Airport four times a week 
between 24MAY-27OCT12. The new flights 
are expected to increase capacity on the 
Vancouver-UK route by 10%.

AFRICA / MID EAST
Ex Ambassador to host El Alamein 70th Anniv Tour
Middle East Specialists, The 
Innovative Travel Company has 
confirmed that Rene Wilson, 
former New Zealand Ambassa-
dor to Egypt will host their tour 
to El Alamein in October this 
year for the 70th anniversary 
commemorations.  
“Rene has recently concluded 
a lengthy and successful diplo-
matic career serving in the Asia 
Pacific region, the Middle East 
& Africa and the Pacific Islands,” says manag-
ing director Robyn Galloway.  “For a period 
of approximately five years from 2006 Rene 
was appointed New Zealand’s first resident 
Ambassador in Cairo, travelled extensively in 
Egypt and has a keen interest in the role of the 
Anzacs in the battles of the Western Desert.  
“In his term as Ambassador in Cairo he laid 
wreaths and represented NZ at the annual 
commemorations of the Battle of El Alamein.”
This tour ex Auckland/Christchurch or Syd-

ney will include the sights of 
Cairo and visits to the down-
town Commonwealth Cem-
etery and to Maadi.  Accom-
modation has been arranged 
at the famous Cecil Hotel in 
Alexandria, from where visits 
to the Hadra War Memorial 
Cemetery and Chatby War 
Cemetery are included, as is a 
nostalgic drink in Monty’s Bar 
at the hotel, named after 

Field Marshal Montgomery who was based 
here during WWII.  
Attendance at the 70th commemorations 
is included and the following day there is 
some exploration of the battlefields near El 
Alamein.  A cruise on the Nile from Luxor 
to Aswan is a grand finale to this memorable 
journey.  
Call 0508-100 111 or email
info@innovative-travel.com 

Save 20% on 
Acacia Overland Safaris
Specialist travel company for the African con-
tinent, Acacia Africa, is offering 20% off its 
Overland safaris for bookings until 30JUN12. 
For those that are short on time Adventure 
World suggests Acacia Africa’s 8-day African 
Insight Overland Safari, now priced from 
$719pp (save $176). This journey allows 
travellers to discover the Big Five in South 
Africa’s Kruger National Park and marvel at 
the thunderous Victoria Falls. 
For those travellers who have a bit more time 
AW suggests Acacia’s 19-day Desert Tracker 
Overland safari, now priced from $1275pp 
(save $315). This trip will take travellers 
through the diverse landscapes of Southern 
Africa, from the barren desert to the cold 
Atlantic coastline, from thriving game parks 
to wild savannah and Victoria Falls. 
This Acacia Africa deal is for travel on 
selected dates in 2012. 
Call Adventure World on 0508 496 753 or 
visit www.adventureworld.co.nz.

EUROPE
Titanic Belfast 
open for business
Titanic Belfast officially opened on Sat-
urday and Tourism Ireland organised 
an online sneak preview two-hour blog 
for those who stayed up late.
There’s now a video online that pro-
vides a good idea of what this new at-
traction has to offer.  Check it out here.
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20%
COMMISSION

Wartime London 
sightseeing tour
Ensignbus and Evan Evans Tours, along with 
After the Battle publications, have combined 
to offer unique tours around London focusing 
on the wartime period.
The two itineraries, a morning tour of The 
City and an afternoon tour of Westminster 
and the West End, involve travel in a period
vehicle from the 1930’s or 40’s with the 
services of a professional Tour Guide. As part 
of the tour price, clients get a 48-page heavily 
illustrated Wartime London booklet allow-
ing “before-and-after” viewing of key sights, 
and tours include a visit to the Imperial War 
Museum.
Tours operate Tue, Thu and Sat. 
Visit www.wartimelondontour.com.

Rent a McLaren MP4-12c with Hertz
Hertz has announced that, in a first, the famous McLaren 
MP4-12C sports car (12C) is now available for hire, offered 
exclusively by Hertz / Premiere Velocity in the UK.  With 
the 12C, customers can experience McLaren’s Formula 1 
technology for the first time in a road car.
Carrying the name of New Zealand Grand Prix champion 
Bruce McLaren, the 12C features a 3.8-litre V8 twin turbo 
engine, which produces 592hp. Its unique carbon fiber 
‘MonoCell’ chassis weighs just 75kg.
The McLaren retails at £212,000 (NZ$412,000). Hertz 
customers can experience this luxury by hiring the supercar 
from rates starting at £1134.30 for a single day mid-week. 
The rates reduce to £906.30 per day for rentals lasting over 
28 days.  Terms and conditions apply, which are available on 
www.hertzsupercars.com.

Kumuka is offering 20% commis-
sion on Europe tours deposited 
by 30JUN12. The offer applies to 
Kumuka’s Summer Coach & Hotel 
Tours, Winter Coach & Hotel 
Tours, Small Group Tours in Italy, 
Greece, Turkey, Malta & Russia.

Peregrine tour guide Bayram explains Byz-
antine chapel cave murals to a Peregrine 
tour group. Client Carol Barden, on sharing 
her experience about her Turkey trip, said 
“Our tour guide, Bayram, was excellent. 
His knowledge was extensive; his memory 
impeccable, his personality was wonder-
ful. A truly delightful person who put so 
much more into the guide role and added 
so many personal touches that these occa-
sions were really the highlight.”
For the month of April, Peregrine is offer-
ing 10% off new bookings for travel by 
31DEC12.   Full terms and conditions are 
at www.peregrineadventures.com or call 
0800- 448 086

FullY guided 
& esCorted

Click here for the itinerary 
or call 0800 500-518 to receive 
a Travel Agents Information Pack31 days                   Departs 23SEP12

AUTUMN COLOURS 
CANADA & NEW ENGLAND
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CROATIA & SLOVENIA 
Exclusive small group tour 

 

Full details from Beyond Travel - Local call: 0800 550 065 - E: info@beyondtravel.com.au 

 BY LAND & SEA 
 

18 day small group tour 
Features a 6 day  

Dalmatian Islands cruise 
 

Zagreb, Bled, Ljubljana, Opatija, 
Plitvice Lakes, Split, Makarska, 
Hvar, Korcula, Miljet, Dubrovnik 

 

Plus $775 Travel Credit 
NZD per couple  

 

Book & pay by 30 April 2012 

 

Legendary rail journeys discounted
Discounts are now available on a new catego-
ry of first class trains travelling the Trans-
Siberian and Silk Road routes available 
through eastern Europe specialists Beyond 
Travel. These competitive fares are on an 
extensive range of private rail journey itiner-
aries for 2012.
Several First Class private rail tour itinerar-
ies are included in their recently distributed 
Russia brochure include a savings of up to 
NZ$1220 per couple. Rail itineraries are 
around 15 days in duration and include ex-
tensive excursions with experienced English 
speaking guides to a host of attractions along 
the way.
One of the most sought-after journeys is 

along the legendary Silk Road from Ash-
gabat in Turkmenistan to Astana in Ka-
zakhstan. This 14-day journey is now priced 
from NZ$6090 in Ali Baba class, with one 
departure available 16OCT12. Discounts are 
available across all cabin types.
Also on sale is the ever-popular 16-day 
“Czars Gold” Trans-Mongolian from 
Beijing to Moscow or vice versa which 
has departures in May, June and July from 
NZ$9315pp twin share in a standard plus 
cabin, which includes a saving of $1065 per 
couple.
For more details on all rail itineraries 
contact Beyond Travel on 0800-550-065 or 
email info@beyondtravel.com.au

TOUR PRODUCT

AVIATION
MH to uplift
AirAsia X pax
According to ABTN, Malaysia Airlines 
has announced it will accommodate all 
passengers affected by the cancellation 
of Air Asia X’s flights to Gatwick, Paris, 
Mumbai and New Delhi, which were 
dropped as part of a cost-saving initia-
tive. 
Between 28MAR and 27OCT12, all 
economy and premium economy pas-
sengers with confirmed Air Asia X 
tickets issued before 13JAN12 for any of 
the four routes will be transferred onto 
Malaysia Airlines operated flights.

Depreciation changes 
could nobble Aussie carriers
The Australian Federal Govt is proposing to axe 
accelerated depreciation for aircraft and reinstate a 
20-year schedule in the upcoming 2012-13 budget.
According to Aviation Business, this is likely to 
make it even more difficult for Australian airlines to 
compete with international rivals, given, for exam-
ple, that Singapore Airlines is able to depreciate its 
aircraft over a mere three years, while UAE airlines 
pay no tax at all on aircraft transactions.
Tourism & Transport Forum (TTF) chief executive 
John Lee says that if the proposal becomes a reality 
Australian airlines will find it even more difficult to 
upgrade and update their fleets.
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Lufthansa sells bmi to IAG
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European Union regulators have approved the 
sale by Lufthansa of its money-losing subsidi-
ary British Midlands International (bmi), to 
IAG, the company that owns British Arways 
and Iberia for £172.5m.
The deal is subject to IAG giving up 14 of 
bmi’s daily slot pairs at London Heathrow, but 
the outcome still sees IAG’s total ownership 
of slots at the airport increase from an already 
dominant 43% to 51%, according to an analy-
sis by Dow Jones.
None of the surrendered slots can be used 
on transatlantic traffic—12 of them are for 
domestic UK and medium-haul European 
routes, while two will be used for flights to 
Moscow. 
According to the financial press, Lufthansa 
had been warning that it would have to shut 
down bmi if the regulators decided to hold a 
lengthy investigation, and that threat of job 
losses outweighed the fierce opposition to 
the deal from Virgin Atlantic’s Sir Richard 
Branson. He had reportedly written a last-
minute personal letter to the Commissioner 
of Competition, Joaquin Almunia, warning of 
the “irreversible damage” that IAG’s purchase 
of bmi could cause British aviation.
The Guardian reports that seven of the re-

linquished Heathrow slots must be sold to 
operators providing flights to Edinburgh and 
Aberdeen. IAG chief executive Willie Walsh 
challenged Virgin, which had warned that 
domestic services would be lost in a BA-bmi 
merger, to step in. He said Branson’s airline, 
when still hoping to win bmi for itself, had 
pledged to Scottish politicians it would oper-
ate such flights. “I would expect Virgin to 
honour the commitments they have made. 
They have said they would start flights to 
Scotland. They now have the ideal opportu-
nity.”
IAG must also provide competitors with ac-
cess to seats on its UK and European services, 
allowing airlines such as Virgin to book 
journeys for passengers who wish to transfer 
on to its long-haul flights. 
Walsh said: “It must be humiliating for Virgin 
and Branson to have to rely on the BA net-
work to feed their traffic.
“It clearly demonstrates that the Virgin busi-
ness model is not sustainable … they are reli-
ant on their biggest rival’s network.”
Walsh said IAG would operate bmi’s pub-
lished schedule in the short-term but soon 
expand IAG’s long-haul network, announcing 
new destinations in Asia.

Over 120 European destinations ... now that’s Wunderbar!

TravelMemo aviation correspondent 
Peter Clark was fortunate to attend the 
RNZAF 75th Anniversary Air Show at 
Ohakea on the weekend, flying down 
from Auckland aboard the Air New 
Zealand all-black Boeing 777-300ER.
“It was a great show and thousands 
queued to board the Air New Zealand 
flagship to have a look,” says Clark.
“The B777 was a real highlight and 
looked very impressive nose in to a 
USAF Boeing C-17 Globemaster (left). 
“Roads were gridlocked every which-
way, with many saying it stretched 
from Palmerton North right through to 
Bulls, and hundreds didn’t even make 
it through the gates.
“A highlight would have to be the F-18 
display team of four fighters from the 
RAAF.
“The B757 from the RNZAF was pushed 
around the sky, and thankfully that’s 
not how passenger aircraft are flown 
in commercial operations, but did look 
good, as did the giant C-17 from the 
USAF Hickam base in Hawaii.”

http://www.delta.com
http://www.lufthansaexperts.com


Tel: 09-444 2298
Fax: 09-4424228
CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITE

Departs Barcelona 27 June 2012ex BArcelona return 
12-night cruise

includes Accommodation in an inside stateroom;  
main meals and entertainment onboard. 

Children’s programme.  Cruise, Port Charges, 
Government Taxes and Pre-paid gratuities.

Carnival Breeze

Mediterranean Cruise

CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS

from NZ$1499 

Barcelona - Marseille - Livorno (Pisa, 
Florence) - Civitavecchia (Rome - overnight) - 

At Sea - Dubrovnik - Venice (overnight) 
- At Sea - Messina - At Sea - Barcelona SPECIAL VALID 

TO 02MAY12

CALL CRUISE HOLIDAYS  
0508 CRUISE (278 473)     |     (09) 523 7788

SAVE UP TO $7240 PER GUEST
& UP TO US$1,000 SHIPBOARD CREDIT PER STATEROOM
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NEW OFFERS - 32 CRUISES ON SALE!
DEPARTURES FROM MAY TO DEC 2012 ON SALE!  Explore 

YOUR WORLD
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CRUISE NEWS
Azamara Quest docks 
in Bormeo
The Azamara Quest, which lost 
power after an engine room fire 
on Friday near the Philippines, has 
now docked at Sandakan, on the 
Malaysian island of Borneo.  
The Royal Caribbean-owned ship 
with 590 passengers and 411 crew, 
had been able to effect temporary 
repairs to its main engines before 
limping into Malaysian waters 
at six knots. Passengers from 25 
countries including New Zealand 
were reportedly impressed with 
the actions of the crew throughout, 
and although the air-conditioning 
was disabled, the ship’s engineers 
on Saturday morning restored 
electricity in the ship to re-es-
tablish running water, plumbing, 
refrigeration and food preparation, 
according to the company.

‘Must-see’ sights included on two new RSSC voyages
The Taj Mahal, Agra Fort, the Pyramids of Giza and the 
Sphinx are among the “must-see” sights travellers will 
view on two special Regent Seven Seas Cruises voyages. 
And they get to see them with the all-inclusive luxury 
line’s free pre- and post-cruise land programmes.
“Many travellers have a wish list of places they want to 
visit,” says Mark Conroy, the line’s president. “Our guests 
can experience some of the world’s most breathtaking 
sites on one cruise that combines the Indian Sea, Ara-
bian Sea and Gulf of Aden.”
The 17-night Arabian Adventures – departing 14NOV12 
– is a voyage from Safaga, Egypt, to Mumbai. Guests will 
have the opportunity to visit Petra in Jordan; Muscat 
and Salalah in Oman; Fujairah, Abu Dhabi and Dubai in 
the United Arab Emirates; and Doha, Qatar. 
The reverse itinerary – departing 18APR13 – is called 
Red Sea Rendezvous (16 nights).  
With as many as 44 complimentary shore excursions 
offered on each sailing, guests can explore the striking 
desert scenery of Wadi Rum, where the desert scenes in 
“Lawrence of Arabia” were filmed; discover the seventh-
century rock-cut temples of Elephanta Caves outside of 
Mumbai; and search the sacred site of “Jebel Qarra,” said 

to be the tomb of the biblical Job in Salalah. 
Guests who book by 30JUN12 will also re-
ceive free three-night land tours both before 
and after the voyage. Highlights include:  
Pharaoh’s Treasures – Highlights include one 
night in Cairo where guests will have an op-
portunity to visit the Egyptian museum, the 
Pyramids of Giza and Sphinx, and the Citadel 
followed by two nights in Luxor where guests 
will discover Karnak Temple, the largest reli-
gious temple ever built by man; Luxor Tem-
ple; Hatshepsut Temple; Medinet Habu; and 
the Valley of the Kings, home to more than 60 
tombs of pharaohs and noblemen. 
The Golden Triangle – in addition to visiting

the Taj Mahal, guests will visit the tomb of 
Itmad-ud-Daulah and Agra Fort, a World 
Heritage Site credited to Emperor Akbar; the 
open-air royal observatory Jantar Mantar in 
Jaipur; and New Delhi, including Humayun’s 
tomb and the Qutub Minar.  
Rates for this 23-night cruise-tour vacation 
start at US$7,499 per guest for the 14NOV012 
voyage and US$9,499 per guest for the 
18APR13. Fares include free unlimited shore 
excursions, free unlimited beverages includ-
ing fine wines and premium spirits, free pre-
paid gratuities, and more.
The all-balcony, all-suite Seven Seas Voyager 
received a multi-million dollar refurbishment 
last September and the suites on the award-
winning, 700-guest ship are among the most 
spacious and luxurious at sea ranging in size 
from 356 to 1,403 square feet.  
For further information, call Cruise Holidays 
on 09 523 7788 or 0508 CRUISE (278 473)

http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz/index.php?option=com_wrapper&view=wrapper&Itemid=98


TravelMemo   20120403    03APR12    Page 14

Free upgrades for Caribbean Calypso cruises
Book an inside cabin on MSC Poesia for a seven-night Caribbean cruise – priced 
from NZ$849pp twin share - and your clients will be rewarded with a free upgrade 
to an outside cabin.
Furthermore, those who book an outside cabin from NZ$979pp twin share will be 
upgraded to a cabin with a balcony at no extra cost.
The hot Calypso deals apply to certain cruises from Fort Lauderdale over the 
DEC12 – APR13 period with additional savings across the programme.
They are available for bookings until 30JUN12, or when sold out.
Such interesting ports as Dutch/French St Maarten, St Thomas, San Juan and the 
Bahamas’ Nassau are included along with exciting new ports including Roseau in 
Dominica and Falmouth in Jamaica.
In addition to the seven-night cruises, two 10-night back-to-back pre-Christmas 
cruises can also be arranged with prices starting at NZ$2218pp, twin share, again 
with upgrade to outside cabin.
Book an outside cabin for the combo and guests are upgraded to a balcony cabin, 
prices starting at NZ$2498. 
Combine a 10-night cruise with the seven-night Christmas cruise and price starts at 
NZ$2218pp twin share, again with the upgrade offer.
The MSC Poesia seven-night New Year’s Eve Cruise from Fort Lauderdale is priced 
from NZ$1149pp twin share. It will visit Antigua, San Juan in Puerto Rico and 
Grand Bahama.
For details of MSC Cruises, call 0508-427 8473 and visit www.msccruises.com.au

Rhapsody of the Seas revitalised

2013 Alaska Un-Cruises Unveiled
With more vessels and itinerary choices in Alaska than 
any previous year, un-cruise adventure operator In-
nerSea Discoveries and American Safari Cruises has 
unveiled 2013 rates and dates for its fleet of expedition 
vessels and yachts.  New in 2013, a refurbished Safari 
Legacy joins the fleet of yachts and InnerSea Discoveries 
schedules three Alaska Unleashed cruises for the utmost 
in active adventures.
The 88-guest Safari Legacy (right), an elegant vessel 
reminiscent of a gold rush coastal steamer with Victorian 
décor, debuts with American Safari Cruises in summer 
2013. Sailing weeklong cruises between Ketchikan and 
Juneau, Alaska, the vessel visits Skagway, Haines, Sitka, 
Petersburg, Wrangell and Glacier Bay. On board, a 
Living History program focuses on the storied past of 
Alaska including the Klondike gold rush and historical 
characters such as naturalist and author John Muir, out-
law Soapy Smith and prospector Skookum Jim. Legacy 
Leaders and local guest storytellers bring the history 
and spirit of the past alive with period reenactments and 
lively presentations. 
Adventurers interested in more technical hikes, longer 
kayaking trips and more opportunities to be active out 
in the wilderness can choose to sail on one of three 
weeklong Alaska Unleashed cruises aboard the Wilder-
ness Adventurer. Sailing with only 36 guests on board, a 
more rigorous slate of outdoor activities will be offered. 

Dates are 08JUN, 13JUL and 10AUG. For this 
advanced adventure programme, rates start at 
$6,909pp double occupancy.
Specialising in active adventures in the wil-
derness, InnerSea Discoveries’ three expedi-
tion vessels include the 60-guest Wilderness 
Adventurer and 76-guest Wilderness Discov-
erer and Wilderness Explorer. The upscale 
fleet of American Safari Cruises includes the 
12-guest Safari Spirit, 22-guest Safari Quest, 
36-guest Safari Explorer, 86-guest Safari En-
deavour and 88-guest Safari Legacy. 
For more info call Adventure World on 0508 
496 753 or visit www.adventureworld.co.nz.

Royal Caribbean International’s Rhapsody of the Seas 
has emerged from drydock in Singapore after a month-
long $54 million bow-to-stern transformation. Guests 
will have the opportunity to enjoy all of the ship’s new 
signature features as they sail in Alaska this summer or 
Australian waters later in the year.
The Rhapsody of the Seas renewal included the addition 
of five new restaurants, the evolution of entertainment 
in the ship’s Centrum, plus an array of new touches like 
a Royal Babies and Tots Nursery, a Diamond Lounge for 

Crown & Anchor Society loyalty members, 
a Concierge Lounge for suite guests and top-
tier loyalty guests and completely refreshed 
staterooms.
There is now Wi-Fi availability throughout 
the ship, flat-panel televisions in all state-
rooms, an outdoor LED movie screen on the 
pool deck, and a digital way-finding system, 
all of which debuted on Royal Caribbean’s 
giant Oasis of the Seas and Allure of the Seas.



Where the polar bears roam
Clients can spend eight days observing polar bears, seals, reindeer and 
birds on an unforgettable cruise along Spitsbergen’s remote iceberg-lined 
coast.
Cruising under the midnight sun, Bentours’ Realm of the Polar Bear 
circumnavigates the Arctic island in the northernmost part of Norway, 
visiting ice-covered fjords, spectacular glaciers and remote mining towns. 
The voyage, which provides plenty of opportunities to see Arctic wildlife, 
includes 7 nights aboard the MS Expedition in a cabin category of choice 
with all meals, sightseeing, destination guide book and use of gumboots 
during Arctic landings from NZ$6310* pp twin share. The cruise operates 
29JUN; 06, 13, 20, 27JUL and 03AUG12 and starts and ends in Longyear-
byen.
Bentours also has an 8-day Spitsbergen Explorer Voyage which sails along 
Spitsbergen’s north-west coast – an area rich in wildlife and the remains 
of polar expeditions of years gone by.  Highlights include a visit to a 16th 
century whaling station in Magdalenefjorden and Hornsund, a large fjord 
fed by mountain glaciers.
It includes seven nights aboard the MS Fram with all meals, sightseeing, 
wind and water resistant jacket, landings by Polarcirkel boats, onboard lec-
tures, free tea and coffee and fuel surcharge from NZ$5167*pp twin share. 
The cruise operates 26JUL and 02, 09, 16AUG12.
Contact Bentours on 0800 443 510 or visit www.bentours.co.nz.
*Terms and conditions apply. Prices subject to change and availability.

HOSPITALITY

BoP Luxury Romance 
package
The French Country House, located in 
the countryside just north of Tauranga 
city, has released a two-night luxury 
romance package.
The package includes pre-dinner drinks 
and canapes on arrival, followed by a 
gourmet Degustation dinner for two 
including fine New Zealand wines.
Guests then retire to their romantic 
French inspired bedroom with its chan-
deliers, where they can luxuriate in a 
candlelit bath for two.
After a farmhouse breakfast, they can 
relax around the 40 acres of farmland, 
take Cheyenne - the resident donkey for 
a walk, or arrange an invigorating horse 
trek over the farm or the beach.
There’s a ‘goodies fridge” stocked with 
treats, and in the evening guests can 
enjoy pre dinner drinks and canapes 
followed by a three-course French 
Country House dinner for two, includ-
ing fine New Zealand wines. There’s the 
chance to relax by the fire in The Great 
Room before retiring, to wake to an-
other farmhouse breakfast and a return 
to reality.
The package, covering two people, is 
priced at $1690+GST.
www.thefrenchcountryhouse.co.nz

Luxury B&B at Peka Peka
Luxury Escapes New Zealand has welcomed a new property to 
its unique collection.
Atahuri is a purpose built luxury hideaway in the dunes at Peka 
Peka Beach on the Kapiti Coast, one hour from Wellington. 
The dream of owner Robyn Renouf, Atahuri is a special place 
at the beach where guests can “be themselves”. The four suites 
each have private entrances and each suite’s lounge area opens 
out to its private patio with views of Kapiti Island. The ensuite 
bathroom features a separate bath for two, shower and double 
hand basins made from 2000 year old Black Totara wood. Bath 
robes, hairdryer and toiletries are provided. The super king bed 
can be split and facilities include coffee & tea making facilities, 
mini snack bar, security safe, iron & ironing board, TV, DVD 
and WiFi access.
The lodge’s central hub is an open plan kitchen and dining area 
with a 14-seat table. Huge bi-folding doors lead out to the sand-
dunes and beach reserve. A two-sided fire place separates the 
lounge from the snug – a cosy retreat to read a book, watch a 
movie or use the laptop.
Atahuri offers bed and breakfast, with lunch and dinners by 
arrangement. Meals are cooked by the Kiwi host, focussing on 
fresh New Zealand seafood, lamb, fruit, and vegetables grown 
on the property, accompanied by gourmet offerings from the 
Kapiti Coast.
Peka Peka activities include Kapiti Island visits, gliding with Ka-
piti’s Wellington Gliding Club, scenic helicopter rides, golf, clay 
bird shooting, river rafting, quad bike riding and horse-riding . 
For those wanting pure relaxation and seclusion, take a bike for 
a ride, walk the beach or fly a kite. Watch the sun go down with 
a soak in the spa or a swim in the pool.  www.atahuri.co.nz
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PEARL’S PEARLER
Never make any decision until you 

absolutely have to - keep reflecting

INDUSTRY

I’m outta here!
Back next 
Tuesday...
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LATE BREAK

Room Key search engine for NZ
Room Key, an innovative new hotel search 
engine owned by six of the world’s leading 
hotel companies, has announced that it has 
expanded its presence outside of the United 
States by launching its first international 
websites in New Zealand, the UK, Canada 
and Australia. 
These four new sites will offer travellers the 
same tailored search and book experience of-
fered on www.roomkey.com, with consistent 
inventory, design and functionality. 
Additionally, all sites will now offer consumers 
the ability to view hotel rates in the currency 
of their choice for increased ease of hotel 

shopping. 
Room Key, founded by Choice Hotels Inter-
national, Hilton Worldwide, Hyatt Hotels 
Corporation, InterContinental Hotels Group, 
Marriott International, Inc. and Wyndham 
Hotel Group, or their respective affiliates, 
launched its first site in the US in January of 
this year. 
Check it out at www.roomkey.co.nz 

A plea on Post Codes
Hogan & Associates say they are getting 
mailings of brochures returned because 
the addresses have not contained the Post 
Code, which NZ Post considers manda-
tory.
“Bizarrely, in one instance the Post Shop 
was almost directly over the road from 
the travel agent.... small town, one travel 
agent and a postal worker who was doing 
his job “to the letter”,” says Susie Williams.
“Can you please suggest to agents that 
they include postal codes in their email 
signatures.  Most don’t.”
Susie adds that, for various reasons, 
Hogans don’t always use DX.

Air NZ Fiji Update
Air New Zealand has cancelled this morning’s 
scheduled A320 service Auckland – Nadi – 
Auckland (NZ752/NZ753) which was due to 
depart at 7:45am, replacing  it with a larger 
B777-300 aircraft, more than doubling the 
number of seats available in both directions.  
The larger aircraft will now operate as 
NZ6802 and depart Auckland at 1:00pm.  
All passengers who were booked on the can-
celled NZ752 and NZ753 services have been 
rebooked on the later service.  The return leg 
from Nadi to Auckland will depart Nadi at 
5:30pm.
Meanwhile the Air New Zealand 747-400 
aircraft which operated to Nadi yesterday 
afternoon with no passengers, at the request 
of the Fiji government, returned to Auckland 
last evening with 260 pax on board. 

The annual Travel 
Industry Skal / Lloyd 
Tremain Bowls tour-
nament took place 
last Friday at the  
West End Bowling 
Club in Auckland. 
Major sponsors in-
cluded Air Vanuatu, 
Avis, Let’s Travel 
magazine,  Francis 
Travel Marketing 
and Eurovista.
Pictured here were 
the Best Dressed 
team, the Scal-
lywags. From left: 
Roger Glynan, Mary 
Galway, Maggie 
Hunt and Angela 
Dominey.
Watch for the 
photospread in the 
next TravelMemo.


