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SOUTH AMERICA 
SPRING TOUR & CRUISE

FullY guided & esCorted
Click here for the itinerary 
or call 0800 500-518 to receive 
a Travel Agents Information Pack

26 days                        Departing 01SEP12

2013 World Wide Journeys from Viking
Viking River Cruises has announced the availability of its 2013 
World Wide Journeys, featuring twelve new Longship vessels, 
several ship refurbishments, eight new itineraries, a new A$995 
air offer and a Early Booking Discount with savings up to 
$1,000 per couple off their cruise fare. This is the fifth consecu-
tive brochure Viking is producing for the Australia and New 
Zealand markets including AUD pricing.
Of 13 itineraries ranging from 8 to 29 days, eight are new for 
2013 and have been tailored to suit the tastes and needs of the 
experienced Australian and New Zealand traveller. The ships 
featured for our market are the newest Longships with the most 
cutting edge features, and their itineraries now include new 
destinations such a Monte Carlo, Lucerne and Zurich. Old Eu-
ropean favourites such as Paris, Prague and Budapest have been 
given more prominence through longer city stays incorporated 
into the tour. 
While the majority of its river cruises are in Europe, the com-
pany is also a Russia specialist with a comprehensive journey 
along the Volga, Neva and Svir between Moscow and St. Peters-
burg. 
In China, Viking says it has the very best ship, featuring all-bal-
cony staterooms and fully equipped Western-style kitchens. The 
company’s China “cruise tours” take visitors to China’s high-
lights, including Beijing, Shanghai and the Terra Cotta Army in 
Xian, plus a Yangtze River cruise.  See page 13 for details. 
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NEW ZEALAND

Degas to Dali in Auckland
The new-look Auckland Art Gallery is hosting
its first major international touring exhibition
 - Degas to Dalí - until 10JUN12.
Degas to Dalí comprises 79 outstanding 
examples of modern art from the National 
Galleries of Scotland, and features revolution-
ary works from artists such as Monet, Picasso, 
Van Gogh, Warhol and of course Degas and 
Dalí.
As the major sponsor of the exhibition, Accor 
has packages available now for stays until 
10JUN (subject to availability) at participating 
Auckland hotels including, Sofitel Auckland 

Viaduct Harbour from $329, Pullman Auck-
land from $209, Novotel Auckland Ellerslie 
from $159, Mercure Auckland Windsor and 
Ibis Auckland Ellerslie from $109 per night.
Packages include up to two complimentary 
admission tickets to the exhibition, and 
members of Accor’s global loyalty program 
A|Club will also receive concession on gen-
eral admission tickets and gallery gift shop 
sales when they present their loyalty card.
To book Accor’s Degas to Dalí stay and see 
packages visit: www.accorhotels.com  and 
see Offers and Deals.

Vincent Van Gogh, Olive Trees, Oil on canvas, 
Scottish National Gallery, © Trustees of the 
National Galleries of Scotland.

Hollywood star takes on Kiwi golfing talent at 30,000 feet
Hollywood actor Don Cheadle (Hotel Rwanda, Crash, 
Ocean’s Thirteen) and top New Zealand golfers Lydia Ko and 
Phil Tataurangi had some unique putting practise yesterday 
morning ahead of the NZ PGA Pro-Am Championship in 
Queenstown later this week.
The trio were onboard Air New Zealand’s all black A320 
flight from Auckland to Queenstown and took part in the 
airline’s 30,000ft In-Flight Putting Challenge.
The challenge was run to celebrate Air New Zealand’s 
sponsorship of the NZ PGA Pro-Am Championship and 
involved passengers putting down the aisle of the aircraft to 
win a range of golfing prizes.
The competition closed yesterday with one lucky passenger 
set to win a VIP trip for two to watch the final day of the 
inaugural NZ PGA Pro-Am Championship, including
flights, accommodation and a brand new set of custom-
fitted Callaway RAZR clubs supplied by Callaway, another 
tournament sponsor. 
www.theflyingsocialnetwork.com/putting

Europeans to see NZ from above
Tourism New Zealand reports that around 
four million viewers across Germany and 
France will soon be wowed by New Zealand’s 
spectacular landscapes and characters, thanks 
to a five-part television documentary series.
New Zealand From Above is being produced 
by a local production company in collabora-
tion with Tourism New Zealand, for ZDF 
Arte, a German-French cooperation.
Each 43-minute episode will showcase New 
Zealand firstly ‘from above’ through sce-
nic flights and aerial footage, and secondly 
through the eyes of local characters.
These true blue Kiwis will take viewers into 
their world and talk about their relationship 
with the land, where they live and the work 
that they do.
The programme will showcase New Zealand 

activities that really appeal to the target audi-
ence  - visiting national parks, taking scenic 
drives and flights, seeing the wildlife and 
interacting with the locals.
The objective of this work is to motivate peo-
ple who already have a preference for travel to 
New Zealand, to book their trip now.
The docos will air in Germany to coincide 
with Frankfurt Bookfair 2012 in October.
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For people who like traveling in style . . . 
www.jetpark.co.nz

rooms from 

$128

Milford Monorail 
attracts 315 submissions
The Department of Conservation has 
received 315 submissions on the proposed 
monorail in Fiordland, and these will 
now be analysed ahead of a public hear-
ing. DoC will then take into account the 
outcome of public consultation before 
making a final decision on whether or not 
to approve the concession.
According to the Southland Times, sub-
mitters will present their case to the hear-
ing chairman and a supporting advisory 
panel. The chairman, appointed by the 
director general, will consider the submis-
sions then make a recommendation to a 
decision maker who is delegated by the 
minister. It has yet to be determined who 
the hearing chairman and decision maker 
will be. 
Before the development is given the go-
ahead, Riverstone Holdings must also gain 
resource consents from local authorities, 
which will run their own consent pro-
cesses to assess the proposal against the 
Resource Management Act. 

Saving Zealandia
Wellington City Council will this week decide 
on how to save the financially struggling 
Karori wildlife sanctuary, Zealandia.
The Karori Sanctuary Trust has received 
funding of nearly $18 million over many 
years and its new visitor centre at Zealandia 
had been built following a central Govern-
ment grant and a non interest bearing loan 
from Wellington City Council.
Since the opening of the visitor centre in 
April 2010, the visitor numbers and admis-
sion revenues have been significantly lower 
than forecasts. 
The Dominion Post reports that the Zealan-
dia Working Group has now recommended 
Zealandia, Wellington Zoo, the Botanical 
Gardens and Otari Wilton’s Bush be grouped 
and managed under a new council-controlled 
organisation, to be called Nature Wellington.

New era for Claremont Estate and Nature Park

The New Zealand movie premiere of  Ice Age 4: Continental Drift will be hosted 
in Queenstown as part of the American Express Queenstown Winter Festival.
The Reading Cinema complex and Queenstown Mall will transform into a 
magical Ice Age-themed winter wonderland for the Air New Zealand-sponsored 
premiere, wrapping up the Winter Festival Family Fun Day on Saturday 23JUN. 
Every seat in the three-theatre complex will be up for grabs as 279 movie pre-
miere tickets are given away through national and regional competitions and 
promotions.

The 5 star Claremont Estate heritage home-
stead in North Canterbury’s Waipara wine-
growing district is re-launching itself this year 
with a new website and new local managers 
Robert and Dorothy Brown. 
A selection of commissionable packages, 65 
million years in the making, has also just 
been launched by the new hosts. 
They allow guests at Claremont Estate to 
discover dinosaur fossils, meteorite dust, 
limestone boulders and explore river gorges, 
waterfalls and more – all onsite in the Estate’s 
Nature Park. 
Combined with a selection of nearby attrac-

tions like Hanmer Springs and Kaikoura, 
along with a special Pinot Paradise package, 
they aim to promote the Claremont as a 
destination along with the Waipara Valley – 
famed for its Pinots.
“It is great fun watching guests’ faces when 
they see and touch dinosaur bones still em-
bedded in the river rocks all around them. At 
evening cocktails they are often are staring 
at the photos on their cameras still in awe at 
what they experienced, it’s a great job being
able to share the estate and region with 
guests,” says Robert Brown.
Visit www.claremont-estate.co.nz
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AUSTRALIA
25% Off Murray River’s Winter Wonderland

Captain Cook Cruises is offering 25% 
off Murray River cruises JUN-AUG12 so 
passengers can discover the winter beauty 
of the Murray River, its unique flora and 
fauna, secrets of Australian history and 
the taste sensations of the Murray’s food 
and wine trail.
The three-night Discovery Cruise departs 
every Friday at 4.30pm and prices start 
from $599pp, normally $799pp.
The four-night Outback Heritage Cruise 
departs Mannum every Monday at 4.30pm 
and prices start from $799pp, normally 
$1065pp.
The 7-night Murraylands & Wildlife Cruise 
departs Mannum every Friday and Monday 
at 4.30pm and prices start from $1233pp, 
normally $1643pp.
As an extra bonus Captain Cook Cruises 
will celebrate Christmas in July on the 
Murray Princess’s 20JUL, three-night cruise 
departure and any adults that book a group 
of four or more persons will receive a com-
plimentary bottle of sparkling wine in each 
cabin on arrival.

Prices include all meals, accommodation, 
most tours, scenic coach transfers from 
Adelaide or onsite car parking and all 
onboard facilities.
The sale is valid for travel 01JUN-
31AUG12 and on sale until 31AUG12.
High water levels combined with winter 
activity on the river will see an abundance 
of Australian wildlife and birdlife includ-
ing Swans, Swamp Hens and Wood Ducks 
and their young. Plant life is also thriving 
with Lignum bushes flowering and rushes 
and reeds getting a vibrant green colour to 
them. Led by on-shore guides passengers 
can enjoy nature walks, eco-tours and learn 
about the thriving ecology of the river. 
Each day features exciting day trips to his-
toric ports, sacred Aboriginal sites, a sheep 
station and woolshed and a native wildlife 
shelter. 
There’s a food and wine trial that enables 
tasting at a number of vineyards and cellar 
doors, and in the evening, an Aussie-style 
campfire barbecue on the river bank one 
night.

T-QUAL Tick Tour
Renowned chef Matt Moran is to travel 
around Australia on the T-QUAL Tick Tour, 
which will see him visit some of the country’s 
best tourism experiences that are endorsed 
by the Australian Government’s new national 
symbol of tourism quality.
Tourism Australia is responsible for promot-
ing the T-QUAL Tick on behalf of the Tour-
ism Quality Council of Australia, and has 
designed the promotional tour to showcase 
some of the quality tourism businesses that 
have met the criteria to display the T-QUAL 
Tick.
“Matt’s tour will give people all over the 
country an insight into exactly why they can 
trust the T-QUAL Tick when booking their 
next holiday, allowing them to relax safe in 
the knowledge that they will enjoy value for 
money and a quality experience,” says Tour-
ism Australia boss, Andrew McEvoy.
The T-QUAL Tick Tour will feature on Matt 
Moran’s blog, Twitter account and Facebook 
page plus YouTube.

Qantas 72-hour Tasman & 
Walkabout Sale
Qantas has launched a 72-hour Tasman 
& Walkabout Sale for sales until midnight 
28MAR12. Economy fares are available from 
Auckland to Sydney, Melbourne and Bris-
bane from $189, Wellington to Sydney and 
Melbourne from $199 and Christchurch to 
Sydney from $189. The Walkabout Pass is also 
on sale with travel within the same zone 
available from $90 plus surcharges,
and taxes and for travel between zones from 
$220 plus surcharges and taxes. Fares are 
valid for selected departure dates in 2012. 
Refer to GDS for other Australian destinations
on sale.

Demolition for Sydney Monorail
The New South Wales Government has an-
nounced that it has bought Metro Transport 
Sydney, the company that owns the monorail 
and light rail, as part of its plan to re-develop 
the Darling Harbour Convention Centre and 
precinct.
The state’s transport minister says the mono-
rail is in the way, is not integrated with Syd-
ney’s wider public transport network and has 
never been embraced by the public, so it will 
be removed as soon as possible.
The monorail was first opened in 1988 and is 
3.6km long.  The plan is to replace it with an 
extension of the light rail network.

PACIFIC ISLANDS

Claunch confident on casino 
The development of Fiji’s first ever casino will 
be funded by One Hundred Sands limited 
and international investors, according to the 
company’s chairman, Larry Claunch.
The expat American confirmed to Fijivillage 
that FJ$290 million will be required to cover 
the construction and international marketing 
of the casino, resort and convention centre, 
plus the extensive training programme of 
local staff.  More than 800 jobs are expected 
to be created.
A ground breaking ceremony will reportedly 
be held at Denarau next Saturday and the 
casino is expected to be completed by Sep-
tember next year.
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www.aircalin.com

• Less than 3 hours from
   Auckland flying Aircalin          
• Four convenient daytime flights  
   every week
• Choose Aircalin for great value  
   fares and packages

• A city break, an island hop,   
   or a self-drive holiday
• Modern Airbus fleet, including  
   spacious A330 (271 seats)
• The only Business Class service  
   between Auckland and Nouméa

• Full service, regardless of     
   the fare paid. All meals,   
   drinks,infl ight entertainment  
   and 20kgs of checked luggage  
   are included
             (09) 977 2238
   reservations@aircalin.co.nz
 

New Caledonia
where the French Riviera meets the South Pacific

Pacific Sun promises 
schedule reliability
Fiji’s domestic carrier Pacific Sun is promising 
less flight disruptions following upgrades on 
its fleet of DH-6 Twin Otter aircraft.
In a statement issued by the Ministry for In-
formation, Pacific Sun now promises to fly all 
year round and in inclement weather.
The announcement was made after a meeting 
between Attorney-General and Civil Aviation 
Minister Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum, Civil Avia-
tion permanent secretary Elizabeth Powell 
and Air Pacific’s general manager and chief 
executive officer David Pflieger - who is also a 
Pacific Sun director.
The Information Ministry statement says Pa-
cific Sun had experienced significant opera-
tional challenges because of a company-man-
dated retrofit and maintenance programme 
to modernise safety and increase operational 
reliability of its DH-6 Twin Otter fleet.
The three aircraft were all given nose-to-tail 
inspections by Otter maintenance experts, 
and had weather radar and GPS equipment 
installed.
Pacific Sun has spent more than $100,000 in 
upgrades on each of its DH-6 Twin Otter air-
craft by installing modern Global Positioning 
Systems and weather radar equipment.
The airline has commenced daily operations 
with two Twin Otter aircraft, using the third 
aircraft for additional pilot training.
The new schedule will consist of approximate-
ly two flights per day to Savusavu, Taveuni 
and Kadavu.
This frequency of services is based on Pacific 
Sun’s research of all services it provides and 
local charter operators, which confirm that 
there is more than enough capacity to ac-
commodate all passengers to and from these 
destinations.

Vanuatu Roadshow - Auckland
Vanuatu Tourism Office has announced that 
its Auckland Roadshow will be staged on 
Wednesday 02MAY at the SkyCity Confer-
ence Centre, 5.30pm to 8.30pm.  The NTO 
will also be providing transport for agents 
from the Bay of Plenty and Waikato areas to 
attend the show in Auckland.
There will be ten or more suppliers coming 
from Vanuatu to update Retail Agents on 
their properties/tours on offer.    More details 
and formal invitations will be sent out next 
week, however if you would like to secure 
your place at the Vanuatu Roadshow, please 
email Jacquie on new.zealand@vanuatu.travel

Fiji seeks tourism development plan 
The Government of Fiji has extended an 
invitation Request For Tender from accred-
ited firms for the production of a Tourism 
Development Plan for Fiji for the period 
2013-2017.
The RFT requires that Fiji’s next five-year 
tourism development plan be firmly based 
on infrastructure development strategies and 
plans.
This focus is critical due to Fiji’s limited re-
sources and its need to optimize and effec-
tively coordinate development initiatives.
Tenders should include details of:

Edgewater Resort
Employees of the Year 
At this time of the year The Edgewater Resort 
& Spa selects one or two employees from 
those staff who have been named Employee of 
the Month in the previous year to become the 
Employee of the Year.
The 2011 Employees of the Year, announced 
by GM Chris McGeown in a small ceremony 
at the Resort’s Umu Hut, were Susie Teokotai 
from Housekeeping and Sam Framheim from 
Spaghetti House.

Sam Framheim & Susie Teokotai 
with GM, Chris McGeown
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- Company history and profile of key 
personnel
- A summary of prior experience with 
similar projects

- Reference from relevant organizations 
for which previous and similar work was 
undertaken
- A breakdown of all fees and estimate 
timelines
- A statement that the proposal is valid 
for 90 days.

Deadline for receipt of submission is before 
2.30pm Wednesday, 11APR12 Fiji time.
For further information and details of scope 
of work and tender documents, call Mr Sujeet 
Chand, Ministry of Tourism on telephone 
+679 331 2788 or via email at 
schand.motfiji@gmail.com

http://nz.aircalin.com/billet-noumea.php
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Dubai & Middle East FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTE 
PHONE 0508 396 842

Exotic Holidays
Specialist Tour Operator

CLICK HERE TO GET 
OUR NEWSLETTER

ASIA

Tonga welcomes visitors 
to celebrate life of King
While Tonga mourns the passing 
of King George Tupou V, tourism 
authorities say business continues as 
usual in the Island Kingdom.
The King’s funeral is today and Tonga 
is now observing a three-month 
mourning period, however the Ton-
gan Ministry of Tourism is advising 
all planned and potential visitors to 
the country that tourism will remain 
unaffected.
The coming months offer a com-
pletely unique cultural experience to 
those planning to visit Tonga, the only 
remaining Kingdom in the South Pa-
cific, says Ministry of Tourism Acting 
Director Ms Sandra Fifita.  
“Visitors will see a special moment in 
Tonga’s history that very few will ever 
witness. In mourning for the King, 
all people will dress in black and will 
wear Tonga’s traditional ta’ovala wo-
ven mat. Tonga’s buildings will also be 
dressed in black and purple material 
to show the nation’s respect for the 
King.”
For a full schedule of proceedings and 
memorials taking place in the King-
dom of Tonga visit www.mic.gov.to. 
Visitors to Tonga who wish to take 
part in services are asked to contact 
the Tonga Visitors Bureau for details 
and assistance.  Those who wish to 
take part, particularly at the Royal 
Palace grounds and the Royal Tombs, 
are asked to bring suitable attire – 
long black skirts and no short sleeves 
for ladies, long pants, suit and tie for 
men.

Crusoe’s Retreat Stay/Pay Deal
Stay 6 nights and Pay for 3 at Crusoe’s Retreat, 
now priced from $390pp twin share. Price 
includes accommodation in a Seaview Bure, 
fully cooked breakfast daily, welcome Lei and 
a tropical drink on arrival, afternoon tea daily 
and return airport transfers. Valid for travel 
and for sale until 31MAY12. For more infor-
mation contact Adventure World on 0508 496 
753 or visit www.adventureworld.co.nz.

6-day China Experience 
on sale
Adventure World’s top selling tour, the 
6-day China Experience is now priced from 
$1132pp twin share (save $100). This inde-
pendent tour takes in the commanding sights 
of Beijing, the Great Wall of China & the con-
trasting sights of Xian. Price includes accom-
modation, some meals, transfers, sightseeing 
with entrance fees & a local English speaking 
guide.
Call Adventure World on 0508 496 753 or 
visit www.adventureworld.co.nz.

Peregrine’s Burma experience providing key insights

spent her holiday in Burma. On her return 
Glenyce Johnson said: “Everything seemed to be 
exceptional about this destination.  There’s only 
two other places that I have taken more photos, 
which are Nepal and Antarctica.” She said she 
had never felt safer anywhere in the world and 
described Burma as a “life-changing destination”.
Peregrine operates three tours to Burma 
including:
12-day Burma Unveiled priced from $2,380pp 
twin share.
17-Day Burma – The Golden Land priced from 
$3,380pp twin share.
20-day Burma Hill Tribes & The Golden Land 
priced from $5,280pp twin share.
For more information visit 
www.peregrineadventures.com or call 0800-448 
086.

Peregrine has been taking clients to Burma 
since 1999, and from the insights and exper-
tise gained over those 15 years, is now placed 
as one of the most experienced small-group 
travel operators in the “Golden Land”.
The question of whether to visit Burma or 
not during the period of Aung San Suu Khi’s 
house arrest was without doubt a vexed one. 
Whilst other travel operators stayed away, 
Peregrine believed that handled well, tourism 
would benefit the local people and provide 
one of the very few sources of income for 
them.
According to Peregrine destination manager, 
Stuart Lyall: “Peregrine developed tours to 
Burma in response to client demand and to 
requests from the Burmese people who wanted 
to welcome tourists to their country. Our aim 
has always been to expose the country to out-
side scrutiny and to enable visitors to see the 
beauty of this culturally rich country firsthand.”
In keeping with the company’s responsible 
travel ethos, Peregrine has and continues to 
work with small, private family-owned supp-
liers including ground operators, restaurants 
and hotels and as with its operations around 
the world use local, English-speaking tour 
guides and leaders who are able to share their 
culture with foreign visitors.
“Our tours are designed so that clients can 
really get under the skin of a destination,” adds 
Lyall.
 The feedback from clients visiting Burma has 
been universally positive, including that of 
Peregrine’s managing director who recently TravelMemo   20120327    27MAR12    Page 7
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Jetstar spin-off 
to tap China market
Qantas and Shanghai-based China Eastern 
Airlines have established a US$200m, 50/50 
venture to launch Jetstar Hong Kong, the first 
time a foreign carrier has partnered in Chi-
nese commercial aviation in this way.
According to The Australian, Jetstar chief 
executive Bruce Buchanan says that the new 
carrier would be the first low-cost carrier 
based in Hong Kong, a hub catering to 40 
million passengers a year, and only the second
in Greater China.
He estimated the penetration of low-cost 
carriers in Greater China at less than 5% 
and described the joint venture as “a unique 
opportunity” to capitalise on Greater China’s 
market of almost 300 million passengers an-
nually.
Jetstar Hong Kong is expected to begin flights 
next year with a fleet of three A320s, growing 
to 18 of the jets by 2015, and is expected to 
offer short-haul flights within Greater China 
and to Taiwan, Japan, South Korea, and South 
East Asia.
Fares will be 50% less than existing full-
service carriers, according to Buchanan.

Qinghai spends big penny
Qinghai province in northwest China is to 
invest 27 million yuan ($4.3m) in building 80 
public toilets alongside main roads and tour-
ism routes, according to China Daily.
The effort aims to upgrade the province’s 
tourism services by having at least one toilet 
within two hours’ drive, which will be re-
duced to one hour by 2015.
The province invested 16.9 million yuan 
in building 40 public toilets last year, six of 
which are classed as five-star toilets.

10% growth 
at China’s 
(180) airports
Passenger traffic at China’s airports 
grew by 10% to a total of 620.5 mil-
lion in 2011, according to China’s 
official Xinhua News Agency.
Quoting the country’s Civil 
Aviation Administration of China, 
Xinhua reported that Beijing, 
Shanghai (with two airports) and 
Guangzhou accounted for around 
32% of total airport traffic, al-
though the number of airports 
handling annual passenger totals 
in excess of 10m grew from 16 in 
2010 to 21 in 2011.
According to Xinhua, China 
counted a total of 180 airports in 
175 of its cities at the end of 2011, 
excluding Hong Kong, Macao 
and Taiwan. By 2015, the number 
of airports operating in China is 
expected to total over 220.
Li Jiaxiang, Head of the CAAC, 
says the Chinese Government is 
still on track to invest more than 
US$238 billion in its aviation 
industry by 2015 to meet the fast 
traffic demand.

Halong Bay Update
World Journeys advises that Halong Bay 
authorities now require all passengers staying 
overnight on a junk-boat to provide copies of 
their passports in advance.  Passport details 
used to suffice, but no longer.  
World Journeys offers a 4-day Hanoi & Halong 
Bay package priced from $682pp share twin 
including two nights in Hanoi, an overnight 
in Halong Bay, sightseeing with local English 
speaking guides, entrance fees, transfers and 
transport, plus 3 Breakfasts, one Lunch, one 
Dinner.  
Call 0800 117311 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Flavours of Vietnam 
private tour savings
Save $198pp on Adventure World’s 9-day 
Flavours of Vietnam private tour, now priced 
from $1605pp twin share. Cuisine plays a large 
part in the enjoyment of any visit to Vietnam 
and can be considered a tourist attraction in 
its own right. The Flavours of Vietnam takes 
travellers on a culinary odyssey of this amaz-
ing country, sampling cuisine from the vari-
ous regions of the country, including cookery 
courses and time with a local food blogger.
Call 0508 496 753 or visit 
www.adventureworld.co.nz.

Aerolineas Argentinas 
to drop Auckland?
Australian trade publication Travel Today is reporting
that Aerolineas Argentinas will today announce an 
overhaul of its routes that includes a plan to drop its 
long-established service between Buenos Aires and 
Auckland from 01JUL in favour of non-stop services 
three times a week from BUE to Sydney.

Cuba with rum and cigars
Cosmos has launched an 8-day Cuba tour priced 
from NZ$1051 pp share twin, including breakfast and 
dinner daily, sightseeing and accommodation.  
Departures APR-DEC12.
The Rhythms of Cuba tour includes four nights in Ha-
vana, complete with a visit to a cigar factory and rum 
museum, plus two nights in the cosmopolitan port city 
of Cienfuegos and an overnight stay in the UNESCO 
World Heritage site of Vinales Valley, famous for un-
derground rivers and pin-cushion scenery (above).
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New Audio Tour at Pearl Harbour 
Jill Gardner at Hawaii Tourism Oceania re-
ports that Pacific Historic Parks has launched 
a new Audio Tour at the USS Arizona Memo-
rial at Pearl Harbour.
The Audio Tour begins by taking the visitor 
through a one-hour tour of two new world 
class museums. The first focuses on the events 
that led the US and Japan to war and the sec-
ond focuses on the day of the attack.
After a screening of the National Park Ser-
vice’s 23min movie, visitors are loaded on 
150-passenger Navy launches and taken out 
to the USS Arizona Memorial. There are four 
audio segments to listen to at the Memorial.
Upon returning back to the Pearl Harbour 
Visitor Centre, the audio tour continues for 
another 45 minutes along the Oceanside and 
describes the path of attack, outdoor displays, 
Remembrance Circle and the story behind 

the USS Arizona Anchor.
The audio tour is hosted by movie star Jamie 
Lee Curtis and also features National Pacific 
Service historians and Pearl Harbour survi-
vors. The headsets are US$7.50 retail and are 
commissionable to travel agents.
Says Jamie Lee Curtis, whose father was actor 
Tony Curtis: “Like many others of his genera-
tion, my father proudly served in the Pacific 
Theatre during World War Two. In 1945, he 
witnessed the Japanese surrender in Tokyo 
Bay from the signal bridge of his submarine 
tender, USS Proteus. As his daughter, I am 
honoured to welcome you to the World War 
Two Valour in the Pacific National Monu-
ment and the USS Arizona Memorial. This is 
where World War Two began for the United 
States on December 7, 1941.”
Visit www.PacificHistoricParks.org

A South America Spring tour
Specialist escorted tours operator Maher 
Tours has a 26-day South America Spring 
tour departing 01SEP12, visiting Brazil, Ar-
gentina and Chile.
Tour highlights include Rio de Janeiro’s Copa-
cabana Beach, Corcovado and the Christ 
Redeemer statue, Sugar Loaf and a Carnival 
Show; the awesome Iguassu Falls; Buenos 
Aires – the Paris of South America; Santiago
Chile, in the shadow of the Andes; the South-
ern Lakes Region, crossing from Chile to 
Argentina by coach; and the alpine resort of 
Bariloche.
A special highlight is a 5-night cruise through 
southern Chile’s inland territorial waters and 
fjords aboard the 150-passenger Skorpios II, 
with the chance to view San Rafael Glacier.
Click here for day-to-day itinerary details and 
tour cost.

Rocky Stay & Play 
proves popular
World Journeys says that Rocky 
Mountaineer’s latest Stay & Play offer 
has proved very popular, as it enables 
travellers to stay longer in Canada at 
no additional cost.  
Book a qualifying Rocky Mountaineer 
rail vacation of 6 nights or more be-
fore 13APR12 and clients enjoy a free 
additional hotel night in Vancouver 
plus a free dinner or a sightseeing tour 
(offer varies depending on category of 
service booked).  
Call World Journeys on 0800 117311 
or email info@worldjourneys.co.nz

AFRICA

Escorted Alaska, Yukon 
& The Rockies
This 24- or 31-day fully escorted tour from 
Maher Tours is one of the most complete and 
comprehensive coach / cruise tours of Alaska 
and the Yukon. Just taking a cruise to Alaska 
is not enough, says Maher’s Andy Richards. 
“You’ve got to visit the interior to get to the 
heart of the region which is seen by many 
as the last frontier of the North American 
continent.”
The tour commences with a 4-night visit to 
Vancouver before flying to Whitehorse for 
the start of a 10-day coach tour through the 
Yukon and Alaska. This land of raw wilder-
ness which stretches forever is a land of gold-
fevered stampedes with fortunes won and lost 
on the toss of a coin, a land of fur traders who 
mapped out the territory.  
Following the coach tour, guests can relax in 
5-star comfort on Celebrity Millennium for 
the 7-night cruise down the scenic Inside 
Passage from Seward to Vancouver. 
At the conclusion of the cruise there is an 
optional 7-day tour of the Canadian Rockies.
Click here to download the detailed itinerary 
and costings.

Dubai tops occupancy, revPAR
The Dubai Department of Tourism and Com-
merce Marketing (DTCM) has announced 
that Dubai has been placed first globally for 
hotel occupancy levels and average revenue 
per room (RevPAR) for the month of JAN12.
Dubai hotels enjoyed an 86.2% occupancy 
level in January, putting the emirate above the 
likes of Hong Kong, Sydney, London, Tokyo 
and Paris. Dubai stood at seventh position in 
JAN10 and JAN09 and fifth in JAN08.
The performance was achieved despite the 
fact Dubai hotel room numbers increased to 
74,613 in 2012 from 56,599 in 2008.
As for the average room rate, Dubai stood 
second after Paris on the list of destinations 
covered in the report with US$269.90, up 
from the fourth position it enjoyed in 2011 
and 2010 with US$224 and $218, respectively.
Dubai was the top performer in the world in 
2009 and 2008 in this category with rates of 
$235 and $300, respectively.
In terms of RevPAR (Revenue per available 
room) category, Dubai was in first position 
with $232.70, up from the fifth position it en-
joyed last year with $169. It was on the sixth 
position in 2010 with $154, third position in 
2009 with $163 and first in 2008 with $237.
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CROATIA & SLOVENIA 
Exclusive small group tour 

 

Full details from Beyond Travel - Local call: 0800 550 065 - E: info@beyondtravel.com.au 

 BY LAND & SEA 
 

18 day small group tour 
Features a 6 day  

Dalmatian Islands cruise 
 

Zagreb, Bled, Ljubljana, Opatija, 
Plitvice Lakes, Split, Makarska, 
Hvar, Korcula, Miljet, Dubrovnik 

 

Plus $775 Travel Credit 
NZD per couple  

 

Book & pay by 30 April 2012 

 

EUROPE

Family Safaris with &Beyond 
For families travelling together to East Africa,
World Journeys reports that &Beyond Ngorongoro 
Crater Lodge, Serengeti Under Canvas and Mnemba 
Island Lodge now boast ‘fabulous’ family suites. 
From a spacious family tent in the Serengeti to two 
rustic beach bandas situated right next to each other, 
families can choose from six exclusive safari camps 
and lodges in &Beyond’s extra-ordinary family safari 
circuit in Tanzania. 
Children aged 5 and under stay free, and children 
between the ages of 6 and 16, when sharing with 
their parents, pay 50%.  
Call World Journeys for details 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Be My Guest delivers authentic experiences

Trafalgar’s latest Be My Guest dining experi-
ences in Europe show how the guided holi-
days’ expert is evolving to meet client demand 
for more authentic travel experiences.
Guests on a Trafalgar guided holiday through 
Spain visit an olive oil mill in Basilippo near 
Seville while exclusive Be My Guest experi-
ences near Florence include an authentic 

dinner at the Agriturismo Villa Il Leccio and 
dinner at a 15th century olive oil estate. 
Trafalgar general manager Scott Cleaver says 
a huge emphasis is placed on local special-
ties and Hidden Treasures across its range of 
guided holidays.
“Today’s Trafalgar client wants to see the 
world like a local and we deliver that by giv-
ing them experiential inclusions and through 
our Travel Directors showing them sights that 
they could simply never do or find on their 
own.
“Our Be My Guest dining programme offers 
unrivalled experiences – an exclusive invita-
tion to dine like locals, with locals, which will 
give them bragging rights when they return 
home and recount their overseas holiday to 
friends.” 
Trafalgar’s exclusive Be My Guest dining pro-
gramme now features on all At Leisure and 

Regional itineraries.
In Seville, guests visit the olive oil mill run by 
the family of Isaac Martin, a former political 
journalist and now the producer of olive oil 
and Valencia oranges. They are greeted with 
a glass of sangria and hear about the history 
of the farm as they tour a museum showing 
the old oil-making methods in contrast with 
the gleaming new mill. Then the family joins 
guests in the courtyard for a four-course typi-
cal Andalusian dinner of favourites like Span-
ish omelette and garlic chicken with seasonal 
vegetables – all made with their own extra 
virgin olive oil.
15-day Best of Spain - from $3685pp twin 
share (single supplement from $990) depar-
tures commence from 06APR12 to 19OCT12.
Similarly in Florence, guests visit Fattoria di 
Maiano olive farm in the Tuscan country-
side as the invited guests of Count Francesco 
Miari Fulcis and his family. An aperitif is 

enjoyed as they listen to the history of the Fat-
toria, the setting for the movie A Room with a 
View. Guests hear about the olive oil-making 
process before eating an authentic Italian din-
ner accompanied by a Chianti wine.
10-day Flavours of Italy - from $3399pp twin 
share (single supplement from $730) depar-
tures commence from 29APR12 to 21OCT12.
Throughout Trafalgar’s Be My Guest program, 
guests are treated to a genuine insider experi-
ence of the local culture and cuisine as they 
are invited into family homes, working farms 
and other venues to enjoy regional wine 
and food. Other examples include Muck-
ross traditional farms in Killarney, Ireland 
and L’Etape Gourmande farm in Villandry, 
France.
Call Trafalgar on 0800 872 325 or visit: 
www.trafalgaragent.com/nz.

From AKL to more than 30 destinations in Africa
AKL-LUN from NZD3088.  ET’s fares are in your GDS.
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New message from Club Med
Club Med New Zealand will hit the market 
with a fresh new look in April, moving from 
its “Happiness” campaign to a new creative 
concept “all inclusive, all exclusive, all yours.”  
The new tagline aims to reflect the truly all in-
clusive product offer that separates Club Med 
from others in the industry while highlight-
ing its move to an upscale brand.  The cam-
paign will replace the current branding, “Club 
Med Where Happiness Means the World”. 
Over the past few years the move upscale has 
seen Club Med busy renovating resorts to en-
sure that they meet the company’s high stand-
ards. As well as opening new resorts, there 
have been closures of resorts that no longer fit 
with the new upscale strategy including the 
closures of Coral Beach in Israel and Linde-
man Island on the Queensland coast.
The New Zealand market has been respond-
ing positively to Club Med’s changes, with 
an 18% increase in New Zealand stays at 
Club Med Resorts between 01MAY11 and 
31OCT11 compared to the same period the 
year before.
The Asia resorts were the most popular with 
Kiwis, with Bali being the favourite, followed 
closely by Club Med Bintan Island off the 
coast of Singapore and Cherating Beach in 
Malaysia.
The new slogan will be launched in New 
Zealand next week along with the rollout of 
Club Med’s April campaign including gener-
ous discounts on holidays at Club Med Bintan 
Island and the newly refurbished Club Med 
Phuket.

TOUR PRODUCT AVIATION
Refreshment now free
According to the Sydney Morning Herald, 
passengers on domestic Virgin Australia 
flights are now being served coffee, tea and 
water at no charge, a change that was made 
without fanfare. As was the move, clearly 
aimed at matching Qantas, to serve compli-
mentary wine and beer to economy pax on 
capital-city routes between 4pm and 7pm 
Mon-Fri. Served in individual bottles, there’s 
red and white wine, Pure Blonde and Cas-
cade Premium beers.
The SMH says that as the drinks policy 
broadens, the menu choices in economy 
have diminished. The current menu includes 
a New Yorker sandwich, vegetarian wrap, 
gourmet beef and vegetarian pies (all A$10 
each). Banana bread with butter, an instant 
hit, especially on early-morning flights, is $5.
From last May, passengers paying full flexi 
fare economy, have meals on board included 
in the price.

Virgin restructure complies 
with rules
The Australian federal government has 
rejected Qantas’s demands for a “compre-
hensive public review” of Virgin Australia’s 
moves to re-jig the ownership cap on its 
domestic operations. 
The Department of Infrastructure and 
Transport has declared that it believes Vir-
gin’s plans comply with the rules needed for 
it to retain rights to fly overseas routes as a 
designated Australian airline. 
The sweeping shake-up of Virgin’s owner-
ship structure will open the way for more 
foreign investors and airlines such as Etihad 
to buy stakes in its domestic business. Air 
New Zealand and Sir Richard Branson’s 
Virgin Group already have combined hold-
ings of about 46% in Virgin.

Air Australia liquidated
Administrators for Air Australia have wound 
up the failed airline at a meeting of creditors 
in Brisbane.
Creditors voted to place the company into 
liquidation at the meeting, which was attend-
ed mostly by employees.
Around 350 staff will lose their jobs and a 
report by administrator Korda Mentha says 
some of those workers will receive payments 
but other creditors will not get their money 
back.

Vegas Part 2: The Return
Grabaseat is packaging Las Vegas again, from 
$2499 including 4 nights at the Tropicana Ho-
tel (Club Deluxe Room), Kiwi style pool party 
(not to be missed if last year was anything to 
go by!) and return transfers from the airport 
to the hotel. Departs 17JUN. Premium Y is 
$4999 and Business Premier is $6999. The air-
line needs to sell 230 seats by 23APR12 before 
it’s confirmed to go.

Iberia Express, the Spanish national car-
rier Iberia’s new subsidiary for short and 
medium-haul flights, started scheduled 
flights on Sunday with four A320s operat-
ing from Madrid to four destinations in 
Spain, despite opposition from IB mainline 
pilots and unions representing cabin crew.

Singapore Airlines operated its last 
Boeing 747 service on Sunday, with a 
flight from Melbourne to Singapore. 
To commemorate the retirement of 
the jumbo, passengers were offered 
a 747 cake at the gate and in the 
lounge.

Boeing has joined forces with European 
rival Airbus in criticising the controver-
sial European Union emissions trading 
scheme. They have joined a growing num-
ber of nations that have also expressed 
concerns about the scheme and threat-
ened to take retaliatory measures against 
the EU.

Emergency row seats empty
Ryanair is under investigation by safety 
watchdogs after refusing to let passengers use 
seats by emergency exits unless they fork out 
an extra £10.
These seats are often empty on the budget 
airline because travellers won’t pay for what 
amounts to a few extra inches of legroom.
However, despite banning travellers from 
these more comfortable seats, Ryanair still 
expects passengers in surrounding rows to 
follow directions on how to open these doors 
in an emergency.
The Irish Aviation Authority is investigating 
concerns that the travellers who are expected 
to man these doors in an emergency are not 
allowed to sit in these seats during the flight.
The British Airline Pilots’ Association 
(BALPA) also expressed concerns about the 
policy’s safety implications. 
The Daily Mail quotes the UK regulator, the 
Civil Aviation Authority as saying the issue 
was a ‘grey area’ and had suggested Ryanair 
review its policy.

Over 120 European destinations ... now that’s Wunderbar!

http://www.lufthansaexperts.com
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The luxury motor yacht 
Island Passage is perfect 
for a leisurely escape 
from a hectic lifestyle. 
The vessel accommodates 
just 24 passengers in 12 
spacious, individually 
designed cabins.

ITINERARIES INCLUDE:

5 nights Bay of Islands
5 nights Treasure Islands of Auckland
2 nights Waiheke Island Indulgence
6 nights Islands of Discovery - Vanuatu
6 nights Secrets of Vanuatu
5 nights Tonga - Just Beyond Paradise

Island Escape  -  Unique & Boutique   

CALL US NOW FOR DETAILS

CRUISE NEWS
New rules for Venice ship visits
The Costa Concordia sinking has 
prompted new restrictions on navigation 
through Venice by ships, particularly the 
large new cruise ships.
The local port authority’s new ordinance 
stems from the so called ‘No Salute’ 
decree issued by the Italian government 
earlier this month.
The name springs from the tradition 
of cruise ships sailing close to shore to 
salute the local population, a tradition 
which Seatrade Insider points out was 
taken to its disastrous conclusion by 
Costa Concordia.
The new decree is designed in part to 
protect Venice’s fragile ecosystem, and 
bars cargo and passenger vessels larger 
than 40,000gt from transiting the San 
Marco and Giudecca canals, as soon as 
alternative routings have been identified.
In the meantime, it charges the local 
Venice authorities with designing meas-
ures to protect the city’s waters. Among 

those interim provisions are signifi-
cant increases in the required sailing 
distance between ships in various areas 
of the lagoon.
Most notably, vessels transiting the 
San Marco and Giudecca canals must 
remain 0.7 miles apart, rising to 2 miles 
apart in the case of passenger vessels 
larger than 40,000gt.
In addition, vessels larger than 
40,000gt are required to use two tug-
boats and two pilots. Until now, those 
rules applied to vessels greater than 
250mtr in length for tugboats and ships 
larger than 50,000gt for pilots.
The ordinance also bans the use of 
a berth at Riva dei Sette Martiri in 
the ancient city to vessels larger than 
40,000gt.
By way of gauging the issue, Carnival 
Freedom is 110,000gt; HAL’s ms Zui-
derdam is 82,000gt; Celebrity Solstice is 
122,000gt.

Cruise ship was 
Gaddafi’s idea
The new ship MSC Preziosa, whose 
picture appeared in the 16MAR 
TravelMemo, was apparently 
originally being built for Muammar 
Gaddafi’s regime.
The 3500-passenger cruise ship had 
been ordered by the Libyan state-
owned General National Maritime 
Transport Company, reportedly to 
kickstart a luxury cruising industry 
in the country.
The plan had been to call it the 
Phoenicia in recognition of Libya’s 
ancient civilisation.
The Guardian reports that the idea 
for the ship came from “Captain” 
Hannibal M Gaddafi, fourth son 
of the Libyan leader, and was due 
for delivery in December this year. 
It would have been the world’s 
first cruise ship owned by an Arab 
company.

Save $800 on Antarctica
World Journeys has just released details of their Feb 2013 small 
group hosted cruise journey to Antarctica: The Last Continent.  The 
17-day itinerary includes flights ex AKL; four-star hotels in Buenos 
Aires and Ushuaia; a 10-night cruise aboard the 80-guest ice-
strengthened M/V Antarctic Dream; sightseeing and dinner/tango 
show in Buenos Aires; transfers; most meals; and the services of a 
World Journeys host (subject to a minimum 15 participants).  An 
extension to Iguazu Falls and Rio de Janeiro is available, with prices 
on request.  
Pricing starts from $14,930pp, but bookings deposited before 
31MAR12 enjoy a saving of $800pp.  Airline taxes of approx. 
$185pp, and tipping, are additional. 
Contact World Journeys 0800 117311 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz
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40 CRUISES & 4 GRAND VOYAGES
DEPARTURES FROM APR TO DEC 2012 ON SALE!LAST 4 DAYS

BOOK BY FRIDAY!

Chance to visit Scott Base, McMurdo
World Expeditions, has announced a brand 
new Antarctica itinerary which will be the 
only one of its kind. 
Guided by the renowned Antarctica expert, 
Greg Mortimer, the new 31-day voyage offers 
participants the chance to visit both the Ross 
Sea and the Antarctic Peninsula, travelling on 
the vessel Ortelius between Ushuaia in Argen-
tina and Invercargill. 
The voyage is a true journey of discovery 
following the paths of the early explorers on 
a route not previously undertaken through 
the Amundsen Sea, following the fringe of 
the pack ice before reaching the Antarctic 
Peninsula with visits to the volcanic Peter I 
Island, Detaille and Fish Islands.  No other 
voyage has this rich view into Antarctic hu-
man history. 
Antarctica wildlife is plentiful, with minke, 
fin, sei, and orca whales common sights, and 
the voyage includes visits to King, Gentoo 
and Southern Rockhopper penguin rookeries.   
There’s also the chance to get close to large 
numbers of Royal Penguins and Macquarie 
Shags, as well as albatross and petrels. There 
are two departures: the first on 16JAN13 from 
Ushuaia and a reversed itinerary, departing 

Invercargill on 15FEB13.
The use of a helicopter on the vessel means 
participants have unsurpassed opportuni-
ties to see everything these regions have to 
offer, all in the company of a Greg Mortimer, 
a world class explorer and Australia’s preemi-
nent expert on Antarctica.
He pioneered commercial travel in Antarctica 
with ice strengthened ships and has visited 
Antarctica more than 70 times.  In 2001 and 
2002, he led small expeditions which repeated 
Sir Ernest Shackleton’s famous crossing of the 
island of South Georgia.
He has also led trips on Australia’s Kimberley 
Coast and in the Galapagos and is dedicated 
to introducing small groups of like-minded 
travellers to these remote places. 
“Ross Sea Explorer visits World Heritage sites 
including Scott’s and Shackleton’s huts, given 
favourable conditions. We will also visit Mc-
Murdo and NZ Scott scientific stations.  All 
this and you save US$1,000 when you book 
and pay the deposit before 1 May 2012,” ex-
plains Tali Emdin, general manager for World 
Expeditions New Zealand.
For info, visit www.worldexpeditions.com, or 
call 0800 350 354. 

Change of pace for Cunard
Cunard’s cruises will go at a more leisurely 
pace in 2013 after research showed cus-
tomers wanted more time to relax on their 
holidays.
As a result, Cunard’s 2013 voyage pro-
gramme features more time at sea, more 
overnight stays in port, and in the case of 
two of the Transatlantic sailings, an extra 
day in which to unwind on an eight-day 
crossing to or from New York.

American Cruise Lines is to build another 
150-passenger riverboat similar to the 
Queen of the Mississippi, which launches 
in AUG12. Contracts have been signed 
and construction of the new vessel has 
already begun.

2013 World Wide Journeys from Viking
... Cont from p1
For the 2013 season, Viking is introducing: 
11-day Rhine Discovery, from A$3,995*pp, 
an 8-day Rhine River cruise through Holland, 
Germany, France and Switzerland, bookended
by hotel nights in Lucerne and Zurich to al-
low more time for exploration.
The 14-day Treasures of Southern France, 
from A$5,395*pp, explores the best of south-
ern France, sampling local wine and produce 
until the French Riviera, with hotel nights in 
Paris and Nice. 
The 13-day Danube Explorer, from $4,095*pp 
cruises from Budapest to Nuremberg, 
bookended by hotel nights in Prague and 
Budapest, allowing for more time to stroll 
down the cobblestone streets of Bohemia. 
Two 18-day itineraries: Treasures of Europe, 
from $6,295*pp, which cruises from Amster-
dam to Budapest with 3 nights in Paris; and 
Imperial Cities of Europe, from $5,795*pp, 
which cruises from Amsterdam to Budapest 
with 3 nights in Prague. 
The 21-day European Odyssey, from 
$7,595*pp, includes a 14-night river cruise 
from Amsterdam to Budapest, bookended by 
hotel nights in both Paris and Prague. 
The 23-day European Sojourn, from 
$8,245*pp, visits Holland, Germany, Austria, 
Hungary, Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania. 
The 29-day Ultimate European Adventure, 
from $11,195*pp, with hotel stays in Paris, 
Bucharest and Brasov alongside the 21-night 
river cruise from Amsterdam to Bucharest.
Viking River Cruises has also announced its 
best ever Early Booking Discount. Guests can 
take advantage of savings up to $1,000 per 
couple on award-winning Russia, China and 
Europe itineraries if they book by 31JUL12. 
The Early Booking Discount includes qual-

ity complimentary wine with dinner from 
Morwald Winery located in the heart of the 
Wachau Valley, Austria’s world famous wine 
producing region.
Agents are reminded that Viking River 
Cruises is launching the 2013 season with 
a ‘remarkable’ airfare only offered to the 
Australian and New Zealand market. For 
A$995 return, travellers can purchase a return 
economy airfare to Europe from all major 
gateways in Australia. This deal is inclusive of 
taxes and seasonal surcharges and is offered 
to a wide range of European gateways.
For bookings call toll-free 0800 447 913 and 
visit www.vikingrivercruises.com.au  for more 
information.
*Conditions apply. Prices above are listed in Aus-
tralian dollars, per person, double occupancy and 
subject to availability. Single supplements apply. 
Valid only on 2013 sailings. Price based on: Rhine 
Discovery select dates Dec 2013, Cat F; Treasures 
of Southern France 13 Mar 2013, Cat E; Danube 
Explorer 13 Nov 2013, Cat F; Treasures of Europe 
13 Mar, 31 Oct, 7 Nov 2013, Cat F; Imperial Cit-
ies of Europe 16 Mar, 3 Nov, 10 Nov 2013, Cat F; 
European Odyssey  13 Mar, 31 Oct, 7 Nov 2013, 
Cat F; European Sojourn 16 Mar 2013, Cat F; 
Ultimate European Adventure 13 Mar 2013; Cat 
F. Prices include Early Booking Discount. Offer is 
strictly limited and only valid for new bookings, 
must book by 31 July, 2012. Viking River Cruises 
reserves the right to revise and withdraw pric-
ing and discounts throughout the season without 
prior notice.
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2013 Alaska cruises unveiled 
World Journeys reports that the 2013 Alaska 
cruise season will bring more adventurous 
itineraries from American Safari Cruises and 
InnerSea Discoveries.  
The refurbished 88-guest Safari Legacy will 
join the fleet.  This elegant vessel, reminiscent 
of a gold rush coastal steamer, will sail week-
long cruises between Ketchikan and Juneau, 
visiting Skagway, Haines, Sitka, Petersburg, 
Wrangell and Glacier Bay. On board, a Living 
History programme focuses on the Klondike 
gold rush and historical characters, with local 
guest storytellers bring the history and spirit 
of the past alive. They will also offer more 
days inside Glacier Bay National Park with six 
boats making regular visits, most for multiple 
days of exploration.  
The more active cruisers can choose from 
one of three new weeklong Alaska Unleashed 
cruises aboard the Wilderness Adventurer. 
Sailing with only 36 guests on board, a more 
rigorous slate of outdoor activities (above) 
including hiking and kayaking, paddle board-
ing and skiff tours will be offered. Call World 
Journeys for full details on 0800 117311.

HOSPITALITY

Peppers Beacon supports locals
Queenstown resort, Peppers Beacon has completed an extensive million-dollar 
makeover using all local or Canterbury region suppliers in an effort to support busi-
nesses and communities affected by the earthquakes. 
The resort has upgraded all 84 apartments and added a new breakfast room to cater 
for early morning tour groups and conferences, plus a new look reception area.  
Wherever possible, existing timber furniture was recycled and additional furniture 
purchased was New Zealand made.  Any good quality pre-loved furniture and goods 
were also donated to the Red Cross and Salvation Army to assist earthquake affected 
communities.
“From the initial planning stages our priority was to use either locally based suppli-
ers or those in the Canterbury region,” said Peppers Beacon Queenstown GM Donna 
Stewart.
“We were so focussed on that goal that we pushed the refurbishment plans out by 
three months because many of the businesses we wanted to use had been badly af-
fected by the earthquakes and we needed to give them time to get back on their feet.
“I’m so glad we waited as guest feedback has far exceeded our expectations.”

INDUSTRY

Peregrine and Gecko’s Big 
Breakfast Roadshow
With the release of the new Reserve 
programme and with new and excit-
ing things happening in the world of 
Peregrine and Gecko’s, Griff is travelling 
round NZ to wake up agents and inform 
them at Big Breakfast presentations.
They offer the opportunity to hear about 
Peregrine Reserve, Exceptional Journeys 
Worldwide; Peregrine’s programmes 
worldwide; Gecko’s Worldwide includ-
ing the new Antarctica programme; and 
Exodus and Country Walkers and where 
they fit in the marketplace. 
The venues and dates are as follows;
New Plymouth (Copthorne) 18APR
Auckland (Novotel, Ellerslie)  08MAY
Auckland (Pakuranga Country Club, 
Howick)  09MAY
Auckland (Bruce Mason Centre, 
Takapuna)  10MAY
Hawkes Bay (Kennedy Park, Napier)  
30MAY
Hamilton (Le Grand Hotel)  07JUN
Bay of Plenty (Tauranga on the 
Waterfront)  27JUN
Christchurch (CHC Netball Centre)  
25JUL
Wellington (Wellesley, WLG)  01AUG
RSVP to Griff@peregrineadventures.com
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PEARL’S PEARLER
A married man should forget all his mistakes 

- no use in two people recalling them.

Insight’s agent rates
Insight Vacations reminds travel agents that 
they can experience ‘touring in style’ while 
saving between 20% and 50%. The offer 
extends to partners and family travelling with 
the agent.
“We welcome agent bookings to experience 
the Insight difference first-hand and with 
agent discounts of up to 50 per cent, we offer 
a value-for-money holiday given all our sight-
seeing, authentic dining inclusions and stays 
in premium hotels,” says Insight Vacations 
general manager Dave Salisbury.
Insight Vacations offers a range of escorted 
touring options across its Ancient Civiliza-
tions; Eastern Europe; Europe & Britain; 
India & Nepal; Insight Gold; and USA & 
Canada brochured programmes. Insight’s 
inaugural India programme begins with tours 
this August.
Email: support@insightvacations.co.nz to 
check availability and prices for your pre-
ferred tour choice.

Expo picks up PAICE
The Pacific Area Incentives and Conferences 
Expo (PAICE 2012) is already generating
considerable interest among intending 

exhibitors. Being held 
at SKYCITY Auckland 
Convention Centre on 
13NOV, PAICE show-
cases venues, hotels, 
activities and attrac-
tions to New Zealand 
based organisers of 
offshore meetings, 
incentive travel pro-
grammes, conferences 
and other corporate 
events.

Event manager Tess Mason says PAICE 2012 
has already seen a number of repeat exhibitors
 sign up while many others have indicated 
they will confirm space.
“We’re also receiving interest from first timers 
and we have confirmation from new exhibitor 
Scenic Hotel Tonga,” says Tess.
PAICE traditionally attracts exhibitors from 
Australia, the Pacific Islands, Asia and be-
yond. 
To find out more about exhibiting at PAICE 
2012, email tess@promag.co.nz

House of Travel is backing the New Zealand 
Rugby Players Association with a four-person 
team to compete in the Orion Health GOD-
Zone Adventure Challenge.  The team will 
fund-raise for the national children’s hospital 
Starship, in the 2012 race next month.
GODZone is an expedition-style 450km 
adventure race taking place in Queenstown 
from this Easter, and takes most participants 
around four to five days.  Teams, who must 
remain together at all times, will be expected 
to navigate, trek, mountain bike and kayak on 
a non-stop basis over a vast array of different 
landscapes testing the mental and physical 
skills of participants.
The “House of Travel Racing for Starship” 
team comprises ex-Blues and New Zealand 
Maori Player David Gibson, current Black 
Fern Huriana Manuel, ex-Blues player Ben 
Meyer and Players Association CEO Rob 
Nichol.  
Other well known sporting stars and faces 
will also be joining them for various legs 

of the race.  All Black and current SKY TV 
rugby presenter Ian Jones is the first con-
firmed to join the team for the early stages of 
the race with others to be announced over the 
coming weeks.  
The team will be racing under the House of 
Travel and Starship Foundation banners aim-
ing to raise funds for Starship’s National Air 
Ambulance Service. 
“House of Travel is fully supportive of the 
tremendous year-round service that Starship 
provides, by rushing medical experts to life-
threatening emergencies around the country,” 
says Brent Thomas, commercial director of 
House of Travel. “Without the National Air 
Ambulance Service, many children would not 
get the urgent attention they need, before be-
ing brought safely to Starship.”
To support the House of Travel Racing for 
Starship team and donate to Starship visit 
www.fundraiseonline.co.nz/godzone or text 
STAR to 469 to make an automatic $3 dona-
tion.

House of Travel’s Orion Health GODZone Adventure Challenge team 
(L to R): Huriana Manuel, Rob Nichol, David Gibson and Ben Meyer.
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