
20101210                         www.travelmemo.co.nzPage 1

TRAVEL

UPLOADED OVERNIGHT  MON & THU

TRAVEL &

TOURISM

ONLINE

NEWS

DIGEST

Friday
10DEC10

Issue
TM1047F

Click Here

Matua Gardens Retreat

Akaroa

SPECIAL FEATURE

SEE AD PAGE 9

Cathay Pacific unveils new Business Class seat
Cathay Pacific Airways has unveiled its new flat-bed Business
Class seat, developed after listening to what customers had to
say.
The new seat offers both privacy and openness, with a wing-
back chair that cocoons passengers in their own private area and

has been carefully designed to maximise living space. The seats,
which are angled to give passengers a perfect view through the
windows and are ideal for those travelling with a companion,
provide everything passengers need to control either their
widescreen inflight entertainment system or the infinitely

adjustable seat. The seat quickly converts into a
bed that the airline says is one of the longest and
widest provided on any commercial airline.
The first aircraft to feature the new Business
Class product will be an Airbus A330-300, which
is planned to enter service on some of the flights
on the Sydney route in March. The new seats
will be rolled out rapidly, being installed on all
Cathay’s new long-haul A330-300 and B777-
300ER deliveries and progressively being
retrofitted on existing aircraft. By FEB13, all 30
B777-300ER and 20 long-haul A330-300s in the
fleet are expected to have the new product.

Cathay Pacific Airways is adding two new
routes in 2011 - a four-times-weekly A330-300
service to Abu Dhabi, commencing 02JUN,
and a daily B777-300ER flight to Chicago,
which launches on 01SEP.
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Lake Wanaka’s rugby fields have been voted the most iconic in the
South Island in a photo competition organised by Christchurch
International Airport.
The winning photograph, by Upper Clutha Rugby Club secretary,
Kate Dowling, shows the fields’ spectacular setting against the lake
and snow-capped mountains of Mt Aspiring National Park.
Lake Wanaka Tourism general manager, James Helmore, said the
photo not only celebrated the way of life in Wanaka but also the
outstanding scenery the region is famous for.
A shortlist of 10 images was drawn up from public votes with the
final decision made by former All Black captain and Crusaders coach,
Todd Blackadder, The Press illustrations editor, Richard Cosgrove and
Tourism New Zealand CEO, Kevin Bowler.

Capital top of the pops with Kiwi travellers
Wellington is the number one destination for Kiwis but the
Christchurch earthquake isn’t deterring visitors, who have
lifted the Garden City to second place, according to a new
survey.
The Fly Buys/Colmar Brunton Mood of the New Zealand
Traveller Survey was released by the Tourism Industry
Association New Zealand (TIA) this week.
Christchurch has moved from third to second place, ahead of
Auckland in the popularity stakes with Kiwi travellers.
TIA chief executive Tim Cossar says that price remains the
main barrier for 72% of Kiwis when it comes to travelling
around New Zealand more in the next six months but work
commitments also rank highly at 50%.
“The survey confirms that most Kiwis want to take a break
over summer but economic conditions are affecting their
holiday decisions. There are real opportunities here for New
Zealand tourism operators to attract more bookings by
demonstrating that they are offering good deals and value for
money,” he says.
Mr Walker agrees, and says the proof is the popularity of Fly
Buys new partnership with Air New Zealand Airpoints, which
has made it easier to use Fly Buys Points to get flights on Air
New Zealand.
“With more flights on offer, thanks to the partnership, our
Members are claiming 200 percent more flights than ever
before,” he says.
Looking offshore, Australia remains the most popular autumn/
winter holiday destination, followed by USA, Fiji, United
Kingdom, and Rarotonga.
View the full survey results at www.tianz.org.nz

Positively Wellington Tourism chief executive

David Perks says the capital has now topped the

popularity stakes in four out of the five quarterly

surveys to date.

InterCity Coachlines – all $1 seats now free
To celebrate the holiday season, InterCity Coachlines is giving away
5,000 free* seats across its extensive national network.
All $1 seats between 07DEC10 and 30APR11 are now free with the
5,000 free seats being available on selected services across New
Zealand.
To book tickets, simply go to www.intercity.co.nz, to search for the free
fares. It works on a first in, first served basis. Customers can also use
their booking agent; however, a booking fee may apply.
* Terms and conditions apply: Standard terms and conditions apply. Free seats apply to
InterCity Coachlines services only. Services operated in other liveries and carrier codes
are not applicable. A booking fee may apply when booking via an agent.

“Old Ghost” Trail receives $2m
Nga Haerenga, The New Zealand Cycle Trail
project has signed its contract for The Old Ghost
Road Trail.  The 80km trail is a grade 3 mountain
biking trail suitable for intermediate and advanced
riders.
The joint initiative of a Charitable Trust
comprising a mix of recreational, outdoor and
community enthusiasts from Buller, with DoC and
the New Zealand Cycle Trail project, the trail will
resurrect a long forgotten 19th century gold
miner’s road connecting the once thriving town of
Lyell with Mokihinui on the northern West Coast.
Starting and finishing 45 minutes from Westport, it
passes through native forest and traverses open
tussock ridges.
Mokihinui-Lyell Backcountry Trust spokesperson
Phil Rossiter says the trail will pass through
numerous ghost towns and old gold mining sites.
“You don’t even have to leave the trail to connect
with a major part of the region’s history. Much of
the heritage is just there, lying where it was
abandoned more than a century ago,” Mr Rossiter
says.    Check out www.oldghostroad.org.nz

Training underway for
2011 Running of the Sheep
Some 2000 sheep are unwittingly already in training
for next year’s Scanda NZ Shears “Running of the
Sheep” on the hills of a backcountry Te Kuiti farm.
Six truckloads of fit Romney ewes will be unleashed
to run down the main road of Te Kuiti on Saturday,
02APR11 in what is probably the largest “Running of
the Sheep” event in the world.
As a highlight of the annual “Great NZ Muster”
Festival celebrating Te Kuiti’s self-proclaimed
shearing capital of New Zealand title, more than
7,500 spectators are expected to line the main street
for the 1km run.
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Knockback prompts rethink on big lake cat
The Dunedin-based Skeggs Group is reportedly rethinking its
plans to introduce major sightseeing competition on Lake
Wakatipu after an early knockback.
The Southland Times quotes the company’s managing director
David Skeggs as saying the company would have a plan of action
to move ahead by February.
In an October resource consent hearing, commissioner David
Whitney ruled against allowing the company’s tourism arm,
Southern Discoveries, to operate a nine-metre-tall, 200-passenger
catamaran Lady of the Sounds without public consultation. In the
decision Mr Whitney said the boat would have blocked views
from Queenstown Bay and would have dominated views from the
historic steamer, the TSS Earnslaw
The company wanted to swap Southern Discoveries 48-passenger
catamaran Queenstown Princess with the Lady of the Sounds.
Mr Skeggs indicated the need to now go through the notification
process has not put the company off the idea, but it would look at
whether to continue down the same track and would look at what
vessel configurations would be the best from its point of view.

Nelson Tasman Tourism changes
Lynda Keene has started in the role of chief executive at Nelson
Tasman Tourism. Ms Keene, who holds a MBA, has an extensive
background in tourism marketing, education and consulting,
including a role as chief executive at Tourism Waikato. She has
experience as a business development consultant in the tourism
sector as well as in tourism and hospitality tutoring.   Lynda’s
family-owned and operated business, New Zealand Educational
Tours (NZET) was a double New Zealand Tourism Awards
Winner and a New Zealand and Bay of Plenty Sustainable
Business Award Winner. Her earlier career included seven years
in hotel management.
Astrid Fisher, the NTO’s international marketing manager, will
be leaving Nelson Tasman Tourism after almost ten years on
07JAN to pursue a career with the Hospitality Association of
New Zealand, based in Auckland.
Domestic Marketing Manager, Nicki van Asch is due to become
a mother in early 2011, and will therefore be taking maternity
leave from the end of this year.

AUSTRALIA
Adelaide, Kangaroo Island
& Murray River combo
Sealink and Captain Cook Cruises have joined forces
to launch a new ‘Adelaide, Kangaroo Island & Murray
River’ combo package across South Australia.
The all inclusive 5-night or 6-night package includes:
• 5 Night / 6 Night Adelaide, Kangaroo Island &

Murray River Combo
• 3 or 4-night Murray Princess River Cruise
• 1 night’s accommodation at the Mercure Grosvenor

Hotel in Adelaide
• 2-day/1-night Kangaroo Island Coast to Coast tour

with Sealink.
Accommodation in Adelaide can be extended.
“On average, Kiwis spend 9 nights holidaying in
Adelaide and South Australia and will visit a number
of different regions during their stay,” says the South
Australian Tourism Commission.
“This combo package offers Kiwi clients the variety
of experiences we know they are looking for, while
being a very quick and easy one-step booking for
agents.”
Wholesalers have details or contact Anne Radonich,
CCC NZ sales manager for more info or visit http://
ateam.co.nz/rad-marketing-current-2010-specials/

High tide on the Murray
Flooding rains over Victoria and New South Wales have filled the
Lower Lakes of the Murray River, downstream of the PS Murray
Princess, allowing the first significant releases through the
Murray Mouth since 2006.
The river levels at Mannum are now 1.75m higher than they were
at their lowest level 18 months ago.
Despite the current conditions the sternwheeler continues to cruise
to its current itinerary between Murray Bridge and Swan Reach
and CCC does not foresee any change to this itinerary in the
coming months.
The Murray Princess captain reports the crew are celebrating and
river enthusiasts are flocking to the river to see the river return to
its mighty state.
Jackie Charlton, Captain Cook Cruises joint managing director
has just returned from Mannum. “You can feel the excitement all
along the river, in the people and the wildlife – there’s a vibrancy
that only flood waters bring.
“Prolific birdlife, and thriving new forest growth is giving
passengers a positive and exciting experience of the Murray River
ecosystem.  We welcome the opportunity to continue to give our
guests this “must see” cruise experience of Australia’s heartland.”
Urge your client to take this opportunity to see the river during
this exciting period and compare it to the drought period if they
have cruised with CCC during that time.

2011 NSW Events Calendar
Last week NSW Premier Kristina Keneally launched the 2011 NSW
Events Calendar featuring a spectacular line-up of events, including the
largest Picasso exhibition ever staged in Australia and the Australian
premiere of Dr Zhivago.
The 2011 NSW Events program features more than 80 ticketed and free
events to be staged exclusively in Sydney and regional NSW next year.
Highlights include: Doctor Zhivago – A New Musical (February), CMC Rocks the Hunter (March), Mary
Poppins the Musical (May), the Dungog Film Festival (May), the Wintersun Festival, Port Macquarie
(June), Picasso: Masterpieces from the Musée National Picasso, Paris (October).
To see the NSW Events Calendar visit http://www.eventsnsw.com.au/Events/Master-Events-Calendar.aspx
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Gold Coast maintains strong pull
International visitor numbers to the Gold Coast increased 6%
over the year ending SEP10, and they spent A$998 million
(down 4%) on their trips to the tourism capital, according to
figures released this week by Tourism Research Australia.
Gold Coast Tourism CEO Martin Winter said the positive
gain was made even more satisfying with the achievement of
increases in Japanese (up by 3%), Chinese (up 19%), and UK
(up 8%) visitors, three markets which have been the focus of
increased efforts by the destination marketing organisation.
“The Gold Coast continues to lead the recovery for the
Australian tourism industry, defying state and national trends
in key International visitor markets,” says Winter.
“Our ability to attract a 6% increase in international visitors
is a credit to the city’s wide popularity and the positive work
of our tourism businesses which are out there fighting for
every tourist,” he added.
The top three international source markets by visitor numbers
for the Gold Coast were New Zealand (205,000 - up 1%);
Japan (116,000 - up 3%); and China (114,000 - up 19%).

Wolgan Valley extends Temptation package
Wolgan Valley Resort & Spa in the Blue Mountains has
extended its Spring Temptation package to the summer
months, offering the opportunity to experience the exclusive
Australian luxury resort.
The Summer Temptation offer, now valid until 31MAR11,
includes two nights in a double Heritage Suite at Wolgan
Valley Resort & Spa, including breakfast, lunch and dinner
daily, all non-alcoholic and selected alcoholic beverages, two
nature-based activities each day, for A$1,470*pp, representing
a saving of over A$500.
As part of this unique package, guests will also take home a
complimentary Taste of Wolgan Gourmet Pack or a Timeless
Spa Pamper Pack.
To book, contact the Wolgan Valley Reservations team at
email reservations@wolganvalley.com.
* Package rates are based on double occupancy with a minimum two nights
stay. Promotional hampers are redeemable per suite booking. Other terms
and conditions apply.

STING has announced that he will perform at

Barossa Under the Stars in South Australia on

26JAN11.  He will perform his greatest hits, re-

imaged for symphonic arrangement and will be

accompanied by the Melbourne Symphony

Orchestra on the lawns of the Barossa Arts and

Convention Centre.

Tickets are available from www.bass.com.au

General admission from A$109.90 per adult.

Rendezvous Reef Resort re-rated
The Rendezvous Reef Resort Port Douglas has been awarded
a 4-star Apartment Hotel rating under the official Australian
STAR AAA Tourism rating scheme, following a major A$8
million refurbishment.
The work included a complete renovation of the main
building which houses the reception area, lobby, tour desk,
and the Swish Restaurant and Bar.
The services, facilities and villa accommodation at
Rendezvous Reef Resort Port Douglas have also been
enhanced with a complete repaint of the external walls of the
resort, replacement of soft furnishings and new bedding and
bed linen. Other upgrades include ongoing improvements to
the 15 acres of tropical gardens and makeovers of the lagoon
pools and barbeque facilities.
The 125-villa Rendezvous Reef Resort is two minutes from
Port Douglas village and Four Mile Beach. It sports three
lagoon-style pools, a 25-metre lap pool, a children’s pool and
tennis courts.

SOUTH PACIFIC

Qantas is hiking its long-term Red e-Deal, Super Saver
& Flexi Saver economy class fares to Australia for sales
from 16DEC10 on selected routes.
Fares from AKL to SYD and MEL will increase by $19;
fares from CHC to SYD will increase by $30; and fares
from AKL, WLG and CHC to PER will increase by $39.

A320 carries Niue’s hopes
Niue hopes to see a boost in tourism numbers in the wake of
today’s first regular Air New Zealand A320 flight, which
replaces the smaller B737.
Niue’s Premier Toke Talagi told Radio New Zealand
International the bigger plane means visitor arrivals have the
potential to increase by about 30%, and says tourism
development is key for the island. He said he hopes a second
weekly flight will be added in future.
Mr Talagi says to cater for the increased number of tourists,
the refurbished Matavai Resort should be ready by the
beginning of next season, hostel accommodation is
progressing at Liolau and a 40-room Chinese-backed hotel is
expected to open in 2012.

Sonaisali Island Resort has
appointed Nathan Robinson
as general manager.  Before
moving to Fiji he was as gm
with Ocean Hotels in the
Whitsundays, having
previously been with
several resorts and hotels
throughout Australia
including Hayman Island,
Sofitel Gold Coast and
Marriott hotels in Brisbane
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and Gold Coast. He also spent time at Couran Cove Island
Resort and the Holiday Inn Darwin.
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CCC Find My Fiji Sale extended
Captain Cook Cruises says its Reef Endeavour Fiji ‘Find my
Fiji Sale’ has been extended to 31MAR11 on 3, 4 or 7 night
cruises through the Yasawa Islands and selected dates on the
Northern Fiji Discovery Dateline cruises.
Book early and save up to 38%, and check out the family
packages – 2 Adults & 2 Children, 7 night cruise at F$5916,
which includes all meals and most activities.
Travel to 31MAR11.
Call your wholesaler for more info or check out
 http://ateam.co.nz/rad-marketing-current-2010-specials/

Win an iPad
Boutique adults-only Muri Beach Club Hotel Rarotonga is
reminding agents about its current incentive: for every booking
made at the resort, agents will go into the draw to win an iPad.

Coconut Palms Resort in Port Vila, Vanuatu has
Stay 7 / Pay 4 or Stay 5 / Pay 3 deals on sale to
31DEC10 for stays to 30JUN11. The offer includes
daily breakfast and a meal credit per room.
Conditions apply, so call your preferred wholesaler
for details.

Air Tahiti has now has published through fares from
AKL/WLG/CHC to many of the beautiful islands of
French Polynesia.    Travel within the islands is on Air
Tahiti (VT) and domestic New Zealand uses Jetstar
(JQ).  Take advantage of having all travel on one e-
ticket, says World Aviation.

Currently offering a Stay 3 Pay 2
package, valid through to 31MAR11,
Muri Beach Club Hotel currently has
space available right through Peak
Season to the end of March. To go
into the draw to win an iPad, agents
are required to send details of each
booking through to
sales@wrd.com.au.

New on Rarotonga – Cooks Bay Villas
Turama Pacific Travel Group’s Island Hopper Vacations
is promoting Cooks Bay Villas. This brand new property
is located on a quiet beach in Vaimaanga with all villa
balconies facing out onto the turquoise lagoon.
While an initial opening was scheduled last month,
delays with shipping of materials and furnishings mean
it will now open on 14JAN11.
The stunning, absolute beachfront 140sq m villas have
two large air conditioned bedrooms, each with their own
bathroom, private courtyard with a shower, and spa
pool/Jacuzzi. Island Hopper say the villas are beautifully
furnished with large open plan kitchen and living area
which opens out on to an expansive deck right on the
beach front.
Children are welcome at Cook Bay Villas and this gives
a wonderful option for families who wish to stay in
deluxe accommodation set on a stunning beach location.
Each Villa can sleep up to five and rates are based on up
to four pax with additional bedding brought into the
lounge area, for the additional fifth pax if required.
Villas also will cater for wheelchair access.
The property has a swimming pool and BBQ area, and
with its own onsite live-in managers guests can be
assured they will be well looked after.

ASIA
Tough new duty for Indonesia
Metrotvnews.com reports the Indonesian Minister of Finance
has issued a regulation stipulating that import duty will be
applied on goods brought by passengers, air crew, border
crossers and mailed parcels effective 01JAN11.
According to BaliDiscovery.com, the Ministerial regulation
will impose import duties on personal belongings and/or
commercial goods exceeding US$250 in value for individual
travellers, while families will have a US$1,000 limit. Aircrew
will be granted a smaller limit of only US$50pp.
Import duty will apply to all goods in excess of these limits.
BaliDiscovery.com says it remains unclear how a customs
officer will handle tourist visitors travelling with personal
effects in excess of these limits who have an intention of
re-exporting the items out of Indonesia at the end of their stay.
This aspect is seen as especially worrisome for tourism as
many travellers carry the likes of personal jewellery, cameras,
laptops and mobile phones that would easily exceed the duty
free limits.

Six Senses late availability
World Journeys advises that last-minute cancellations have
released space at both Evason Ana Mandara and Six Senses
Ninh Van Bay, Vietnam.
Evason Ana Mandara is now available until 30DEC10 and
from 05JAN11 onwards.
Six Senses Ninh Van Bay now has availability over Christmas
and beyond.  Contact World Journeys 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Delhi $1662 return on China Airlines
China Airlines has special Launch Fares to New Delhi to
celebrate the start of AKL-TPE flights from 02JAN11.  CI’s
Launch Fare AKL-DEL is NZ$1349 return (plus tax of
NZ$313) and is on sale to 15JAN11 for travel to 31MAR11.
Friday out/Thursday back offers the best connections on CI
to/from DEL, and there’s still good W class availability in
March.  Consolidators have details.
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We require a dynamic self-motivated
person with previous field sales
experience in the New Zealand
Travel Industry to be responsible for
our China Airlines account.

The successful applicant will be
based in Auckland as part of the
national sales team, reporting to the
General Manager.

The position includes servicing
wholesalers and travel agents plus
generating business from other
industry related partners.

The applicant must be a bi-lingual
Mandarin/English speaker and
previous airline CRS experience
would be an advantage .

If you would like to
be part of our
friendly team
please email your
application and
CV to:

General Manager
World Aviation Systems
Email: markr@worldaviation.co.nz

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
MANAGER

  Jaipur’s City Palace by night
The Times of India reports that Jaipur’s City
Palace is contemplating a night tourism
package combined with food and
entertainment.
According to Diya Kumari, a royal
descendant, “We are in the primary stages of
chalking out a plan for night tourism to the
City Palace and the Jaigarh fort. What we
have realised is that people come visiting the
city for just two or three days and have to
often finish off a tour of the Palace in a hurry
as there are so many things that they have to
see, besides finding time for shopping.”
As a first step the City Palace plans to light
up the entire building by OCT11.
The plans also include a package tour of the
Jaigarh fort with entertainment at the palace
and a meal.
Work has begun on providing a
professionally-designed new museum
utilising 15,000sq ft of the palace. “This will
be a lifestyle-based museum,” Diya Kumari
told the Times of India. “There will be space
for each Maharaja in it that would take
tourists through a tour of that time. The
tourists will get a glimpse of things that
prevailed then. It would be an interactive
museum and not the traditional kind,” she
says. The deadline for this project is 2013.

AirAsia X offers $8 fares to Asian destinations
AirAsia has followed up quickly to last
week’s launch of super low-cost long-haul air
fares from Christchurch to Kuala Lumpur
with a 48-hour sale of fares to connecting
destinations such as Langkawi and Penang
for as little as $8.
Its “World Sale” commenced 08DEC, at 5pm
NZ time and will run until today 10DEC for
travel between 01JUL and 10NOV11. Tickets
can be purchased via airasia.com. Flights and
fares are subject to availability, and terms and
conditions apply.
AirAsia X Head of Commercial Darren
Wright says the offer will be particularly

attractive to Kiwis who last week purchased
$99 fares from Christchurch to the Kuala
Lumpur AirAsia hub. “From there they can
take their pick of the huge range of
destinations including one-way flights to
London for $265, Paris for $242, Delhi for
$44, and Jakarta and Phuket for just $26.
“Travellers who missed out on our $99
launch fares can still buy a seat from
Christchurch to KL for $220 and if they want
to carry on to the UK, that adds up to a one-
way fare of only $485.”
Wright confirms AirAsia X typically runs
four of these types of sales a year.

China focus of new Adventure World 2010/2011 brochure
Adventure World has officially launched its
new 99-page China Brochure for 2010/11,
showcasing unique, in-depth tailor-made
journeys for travellers to
Hong Kong, Tibet, Siberia,
Mongolia and two new
destinations - Korea and
Japan.
This year’s brochure offers
over 36 new and unique
experiences, including 20
escorted Small Group
Journeys throughout China
from $1335pp, a 13-night
Discover Japan tour from
$5,039pp, an 18-night
independent Trans
Mongolian Explorer trip
from Beijing to St.
Petersburg from $4,340pp
and a two-night Essential

Seoul package from $568pp.
Also new to this year’s brochure is the
introduction of Small Group Journeys taking

travellers off the
beaten track with
like-minded people
in comfortable

three to five-star
hotels and cruises, as
well as a focus on
festivals and events

in Hong Kong such as
horse racing and food
& wine month.

Travel agents can order
Adventure World
brochure stock from
www.brochurenet.co.nz
or visit

www.adventureworld.co.nz
to download a brochure.
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AW China Launch Specials
In celebration of the launch of their new
China Brochure for 2010/11, Adventure
World is offering 10% off Small Group
Journeys to China and 15% discount on some
of their most popular tours:
China Express Small Group Journey -
Save 10%
6 days / 5 nights from $1,202pp*
Save $134pp on a 5-night tour exploring
Beijing to Xian. Highlights include The Great
Wall of China, Peking Duck Dinner,
Forbidden City and the Old and New Summer
Palaces.
The small group journey includes all transfers
in China, four nights 3 star hotels, one
overnight soft sleeper train, some meals,
transportation and sightseeing including
entrance fees, local English speaking guides
in each city and a dedicated tour leader when
there are six or more participants. Maximum
group size is 16. Guaranteed departure when
two people are booked on a ‘twin share’
basis.
*Terms and conditions apply: Valid for sale to
31DEC11 and for travel on sched departures in 2011.

China Adventure - Save 15%
8 days / 7 nights from $1,464pp*
Save $258pp on a 7-night tour exploring
China’s Middle Kingdom, including Beijing’s
Forbidden City, Tiananmen Square, the Great
Wall of China and the Terracotta Warriors.
The package includes 7 nights three-star
accommodation, breakfast daily, four lunches,
four-berth sleeper train from Beijing to Xian,
economy class airfare from Xian to Shanghai,
transfers and sightseeing with local English
speaking guides.
*Terms and conditions apply: Valid for sale to
10JAN11 and for travel 01Apr11 to 31Mar12. Blackout
dates apply.

Cameo China - Save 15%
12 days / 11 nights from $2,290pp*
Save $404pp on Adventure World’s most
popular introduction to China tour that
combines historic sites, bustling cities and
rural country scenes. Highlights include the
Terracotta Warriors, Great Wall of China, and
a cruise along the beautiful Li River, world-
famous for its dramatic limestone karst
scenery.
Package includes 11 nights three-star
accommodation, breakfast daily, seven
lunches and one dinner, economy class airfare
from Shanghai to Guilin and Yangshuo to
Xian, four-berth sleeper train from Xian to
Beijing, transfers and sightseeing with local
English speaking guides.
*Terms and conditions apply:  Valid for sale until
10Jan11. Valid for travel from 01Apr11 to 31Mar12.
Blackout dates apply.

THE AMERICAS
Rocky news for 2011
World Journeys reports new additions and
improvements will be made on Rocky
Mountaineer product for the 2011 season
(APR-OCT).
• In addition to Rail and Cruise vacations

which previously departed only from
Vancouver, there will now be cruise
departures from Seattle, onboard Holland
America’s ms Oosterdam.

• All tours with two or more consecutive
nights in Vancouver will now include a
six-hour tour of Vancouver’s spectacular
North Shore.

• Classic Rail Circle, Grand Rail Circle, and
Canadian Rockies Highlights packages
have been extended to include an
additional night in Vancouver

• RedLeaf Service guests will now enjoy a
morning toast to start their rail journey, as
well as wine served with lunch.

• A new Winery Tour offers guest the
chance to explore seven of the Okanagan
Valley’s leading wineries as part of their
Rocky Mountaineer vacation.

World Journeys director Kim Houston says
“Our Rocky sales in 2010 have been very
strong, and we’re confident that product
improvements such as these can only help
boost sales further.”  Contact World Journeys
0800 117311 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Continental Airlines has one-way fares
from Auckland to East Coast USA via
SFO and HOU.  For example AKL to
Washington DC starts from NZ$1444
one-way (+ tax NZ$177).  See your GDS
for QOWNZ4 fares.

Explore Rio de Janeiro
and save $135 per couple
Marvel at the spectacular views over the city
of Rio and beyond and save $135 per couple
with Adventure World’s 5-night Best of Rio
de Janeiro package now priced from $570pp
twin share. Includes accommodation at the 3
star Copa Sul Hotel, Rio de Janeiro with
breakfast, return transfers and half day
Corcovado tour. For sale until sold out.
Call Adventure World on 0508 496 753 or
visit www.adventureworld.co.nz.

16 new golf courses for Cuba
The tourism ministry in Cuba has said it is
negotiating with international construction
companies to build 16 golf courses in a bid to
attract more tourists to the country, according
to a Xinhua report.
Experts, including chief executive of the
International Association of Golf Tourism
Operators Peter Walton, have said Cuba could
become the ‘powerhouse’ for golf.
Currently, Cuba only has two golf clubs - the
Varadero Golf Club and the Capdevila in
Havana.

Discover Buenos Aires
and save $216 per couple
Discover the unique city of Buenos Aires and
save $216 per couple with Adventure World’s
5-night Best of Buenos Aires package now
priced from $375pp twin share. Includes 5
nights’ accommodation at the 3 star Wilton
Hotel, Buenos Aires with breakfast, return
transfers and half day city tour.
Call Adventure World on 0508 496 753 or
visit www.adventureworld.co.nz.
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SPECIAL

FEATURE

CLICK

HERE

AGENT INCENTIVE

‘CHRISTMAS BONUS’

All agents booking clients to

Dubai with Ancient Kingdoms

Holidays during in the month

of December will go in the

draw to win one of five $100

Westfield Vouchers.

Alaska Cruise-tour
World Journeys says its Glacier Bay &
Greatland Cruisetour of Alaska has proved
popular as it combines a Holland America
Line cruise of the Inside Passage and
Glacier Bay, with land touring which
includes the famous McKinley Explorer
Domed Railcar, Denali National Park,
Alaska’s Gold Rush history, a cruise
aboard the MV Yukon Queen to Dawson
City, and time in Whitehorse.  This 20-day
return trip from Vancouver has come down
in price by $1000pp for 2011, now priced
from $4,815pp including 7 nights’ cruising,
an escorted coach tour with local Alaska
guide and driver; 12 nights’ hotel

AFRICA / MID EAST

accommodation, transfers and transportation,
sightseeing and entrance fees, and port taxes.
Departures MAY-AUG.
Contact World Journeys 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Dubai needs more stopover visitors
Dubai will need to attract an additional
2.5 million tourists annually to absorb an
estimated 60% increase in hotel rooms
over the next five years, according to
Deloitte LLP.
Dubai, which has around 50,000 rooms,
may struggle to maintain occupancy and
rates as a further 30,000 rooms are likely
to be added, said Alex Kyriakidis, the
New York based consulting company’s
global managing director of Tourism,
Hospitality & Leisure.
Even if half of the expected construction
is cancelled, “15,000 rooms would be a
fairly big increase for Dubai to absorb,”
Kyriakidis said in an interview with
Bloomberg. The number of visitors will
need to go up to about 12 million from
9.5 million now, he said.

Average hotel occupancy has fallen ten
percentage points back in 2007 to 70% today,
while the revenue per available room is
estimated at US$240, down from $300 in 2007,
according to Dubai based Kyriakidis.
Hotels must work with airlines such as
Emirates and Etihad Airways to develop
packages that deliver lower prices for tourists
from emerging markets such as China and
India, he said. They should also try to attract
some of the travellers who go through Dubai’s
airport to other destinations.
He said: “Dubai airport numbers are increasing
at an exceptional rate, however one of every
five people who land in Dubai comes into
Dubai.”
If only a small percentage of the transit
passengers stayed in Dubai, hotels would
continue to have “very healthy” occupancy.
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Escorted Libya, Egypt & Jordan
World Journeys advises there are just two rooms left
on its escorted “Libya, Egypt & Jordan” departure in
APR11.
The tour visits stunning Sabratha and the ruins of
Leptis Magna, cruises the Nile in style and visits the
Nabatean site of Petra. The group enjoys special
touches such as dinner in a local home, evening
exploration of local souks, trying mint tea or trying a
shisha (water pipe) filled with fragrant apple tobacco.
From $10,995pp share twin (plus $85 air taxes and
local payment USD250) this journey is guaranteed to
be escorted by Middle Eastern expert and Arabic
speaker, Kate Gohar, and will provide an unusual and
unique insight into local life, as well as tick off some
of the sights that are sure to be high on your client’s
Bucket List.
Contact World Journeys 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Qantas has extended its current short-life economy
class fares from New Zealand to Africa. These are
now available for sale until midnight 22DEC10.  All
fares and other conditions are unchanged.

Easter in the Middle East
World Journeys advises that accommodation in Israel,
Jordan and Egypt is already very tight over the Easter
2011 period, especially in popular spots such as Petra
and Jerusalem.
If agents have clients interested in touring these areas,
they are advised to secure accommodation as soon as
possible.  Call 0800 117311 or email
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Budget-conscious travellers to Egypt should
consider LOT’s fares via Warsaw, says World
Aviation.  LO offers L class fares LON-WAW-CAI
from NZ$197 return (+ tax NZ$368).  These fares are
in your GDS.  LO is a Star Alliance member.

Luxury Combo in Africa
World Journeys has a Stay 11 nights/Pay for 8 nights offer on a
safari which combines Cape Town with the popular Garden
Route, and a safari in malaria-free Kwandwe Private Game
Reserve.
Spend 4 nights at the stunning Ellerman Villa (see pic) in Cape
Town’s Bantry Bay, 3 nights at Lookout Villa at The
Plettenberg, and 4 nights on safari at &Beyond Kwandwe
Melton Manor, and enjoy one night free at each.
Perfect for a family or small group, the offer is available on
bookings based on 6 guests sharing 3 rooms.  Accommodation
is at exclusive-use luxury villas, and is valid for travel from
15JAN to 30SEP11.
Contact World Journeys 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

EUROPE
Rome imposes accommodation tax
Tourists staying overnight in Rome will be charged an
accommodation tax from 1 January next year, officials have
confirmed.
Guests staying at four and five-star hotels will pay €3 per night
and a €2 per night tax applies on all other accommodation. There
are exemptions for youth hostels and for children under 2 years.
The “Contributo di Soggiorno” tax is payable by the guest on
check-out, and applies for a maximum ten nights per stay.

Guided tours of D-Day Museum 
The D-Day Museum in Portsmouth on England’s south coast
will offer guided tours of the museum next year.
The museum is the only one in Britain dedicated to telling
the story of the Allied invasion of Normandy, also known as
Operation Overlord, which took place on 6 June 1944.
D-Day was a turning point in the Second World War.
Visitors to the museum can also see the 83m Overlord
Embroidery, the world’s longest embroidery of its kind and
the modern equivalent of the Bayeux Tapestry.
www.ddaymuseum.co.uk

Ireland has made it onto Lonely Planet’s top 10 list
again. This time they’re no. 2 on the World’s Best Booze
(and where to drink it) list.

Giant’s Causeway - new Visitors’ Centre
Work has started on creating a memorable new visitor experience
at the famed Giant’s Causeway – Northern Ireland’s biggest
tourist attraction and World Heritage site.
The new £18.5 million Giant’s Causeway Visitors’ Centre, a
replacement for a previous building destroyed by fire, is based on
an award-winning piece of architecture and will be built into the

Causeway’s natural landforms and hidden from the dramatic
County Antrim coastal landscape by a grass roof.
The centre will include world-class ‘imaginative interpretations’
of the area’s history, geology and biodiversity.
There are additional plans to improve walking trails and dramatic
coastal paths and to use visitor guides and live storytelling to
reflect the relationship between the local community and the
amazing polygonal Causeway rock formations.
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We have a position available for a Travel Consultant

in our Sales Office in West Auckland. This position

would suit a person with a minimum of 3 years

travel industry experience and who enjoys diversity,

has extensive travel experience and is familiar with

Europe – ideally Croatia and the Mediterranean

region.

Applicants should have ticketing and CRS experience

(pref Amadeus), excellent customer, administration &

computer skills.

If you meet the above criteria and are a team player

with a sense of humour, are a good and

understanding listener who enjoys “looking beyond

the square” - then we would like to hear from you!

In return we offer a friendly work environment,

competitive salary with free parking.

Applications close Moday 21 December 2010.

Interested candidates should apply in writing with

current CV today to:

Croatia Times Travel

PO Box 104-056, Lincoln North, Auckland.

Ph: +64 – 9 - 8387700   Fax: +64 - 9 - 8387722

Email: office@cttravel.co.nz   Attn: Marija Kapiteli

EUROPE

TRAVEL

SPECIALIST

TOUR PRODUCT

Page 11

Gecko’s sale starts today
Today sees the start of a sale to
22DEC10 on Gecko’s all Gecko’s Latin
America, Turkey, Middle East & North
Africa tours:
10% off tours for travel by 30APR11
15% off tours for travel from 01MAY11
Plus: past clients can add their 5% or
10% loyalty discount to the above
discounts, so some clients can get up to
25% off their trip.

Peregrine sale
ends 20DEC10
There are ten days left to get 10%
discount on a Peregrine trip for 2011.
There has been an incredible surge in
bookings thanks to this sale, says
Peregrine, which rarely discounts its
products, and some couples are saving
up to NZ$3,000 on their trip.  The
most popular trips for Peregrine are:
1. Treasures of Turkey NZ$2065 (Sale
price) for a 15-day trip covering all the
major highlights of Turkey, with
sightseeing and entrance fees included
2. Nile Valley Highlights (Egypt)
NZ$2020 for a 9-day trip including a
3-night Nile River cruise, sightseeing
and entrance fees included
3. Egypt & Jordan Experience
NZ$3925 for a 16-day trip from the
Pyramids to Petra and beyond, with
sightseeing and entrance fees included,
plus a 3-night Nile Valley cruise.

Edinburgh Tattoo 2011
Showbiz Events & Travel has released its
Edinburgh Tattoo 2011 flyer, with 10%
commissionable product.
Click Here to download the flyer and call
Andree Sabourin on 0800 SHOWBIZ for
more information.

AVIATION
Virgin – Air NZ alliance decision due
The Centre for Asia Pacific Aviation says that Virgin Blue is expecting a
decision from regulators this week regarding its proposed trans-Tasman alliance
with Air New Zealand. The tie-up was knocked back by the ACCC in September
citing competition concerns, however both airlines maintain an alliance would
boost capacity and allow the development of new routes.
Australian Business Traveller says the deal, if approved, will reshape the way
travellers move between the two countries and provide Virgin Blue with another
high-traffic and high-value route out of Australia, and thence through Air New
Zealand’s network on to the rest of the world.
In their submission to the ACCC the airlines pledged to increase the frequency
on six existing routes and add further services in response to increased demand,
resulting in a total of 326 additional flights each year – close to one per day.
Industry analysts say the final decision is too close to call.

Continental to appeal Concorde verdict
Continental Airlines will appeal the verdict by a French court that holds both the
airline and a mechanic guilty of involuntary manslaughter in the July 2000 Air
France Concorde crash on the outskirts of Paris.
In a strongly-worded statement, the US carrier describes the verdict as “absurd”
and an attempt to shift the blame for the accident away from domestic parties.
Lawyers representing CO – which recently merged with United Airlines –
vehemently denied that the airline was solely responsible for the crash, putting
the blame Air France.
The French national carrier has already paid in the region of £100 million in
compensation to victims’ families, and may now try to recoup some of the
damages from Continental.
A spokesman for Air France told ABTN: “We normally don’t comment on legal
cases. But in this instance Air France, as the plaintiff in the trial, welcomes the
court’s decision which recognises Continental Airline’s full criminal and civil
responsibility for the accident.”

Airbus has started making the first carbon fibre barrel for the A350 XWB
fuselage at the company’s production plant in Spain. The 5.5m-long
fuselage barrel, known as Section 19, will be completed in the coming
weeks.
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Cathay Pacific’s new uniform for cabin
crew and other customer-facing staff
– created by Hong Kong designer
Eddie Lau - will be introduced in the
second half of next year.
The new uniform is an evolution of
the existing uniform and among the
signature features being retained are
red as the principal colour, the brush-

wing logo, standing collars and
cuffs, and the long skirts for senior
frontline staff. New fabrics with a
mechanical stretch are being
employed on a number of uniform
items to provide more comfort and
ease of movement while still
meeting stringent occupational
health and safety requirements.

Dreamliner hiccups delay Houston-Auckland flight
Continued delays in Boeing’s 787
program has forced United Continental to
defer the planned launch of nonstop
service between Houston Intercontinental
Airport and Auckland, from late 2011 to
sometime in 2012.
During the merger process between UA
and CO, Houston-based Continental

unveiled plans to assign its first B787-8 to
the AKL route on 16NOV11, after taking
delivery of the aircraft in August.
However, says Aviation Daily, the carrier
now confirms the route’s launch is being
deferred until an unspecified date in 2012
as Boeing’s delivery schedule continues to
slip.
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Air NZ’s “Kids at Christmas charity auction”
Air New Zealand’s “Kids at Christmas charity auction” kicks
off this week, aiming to raise more than $400,000 for
children’s charities.
The auction is offering some special “money can’t buy” items,
in addition to hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of
airfares, accommodation and travel packages.
This is the fifth year that the charity auction has run, with
over $1.6 million being raised for the children’s charities over
the past four years,” says Mike Tod, general manager
marketing and communications.
There are over 100 items in the auction for people to bid on,
all items have a $1 reserve and the items up for grabs include
two months unlimited Business Premier travel around the
world; the brand new Skycouch for flights to Los Angeles and
London; Business Premier flights to London and dinner at
Peter Gordon’s Providores restaurant in London; Air New
Zealand Holidays packages and much more.
Visit the Sella website www.sella.co.nz to see all of the items
listed and to make bids.

JatAirways PSA in NZ 
Effective 31DEC10 Transglobal Aviation, Sydney will assume
the role of GSA for JatAirways (JU) in both Australia and NZ.
From 01JAN all inquiries and ticket requests are to be
directed to them, and full contact details and payment
procedures will be available from Consolidators or from
info@transglobal.co.nz before the changeover date.
Transglobal Aviation New Zealand will continue to represent
Kuwait Airways Corporation.

Jetstar will review its compassionate fare policy
following a complaint from a family forced to pay A$600
for an earlier flight home from their Gold Coast holiday
after their baby died of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome.
The airline said that if documentation is unable to be
provided at the time to confirm the death, change fees
and fare differences apply. However, the amount is fully
reimbursed once the documentation is provided.

A380 the latest in private jets
Airbus is in talks to sell two Airbus A380 superjumbos to
private individuals.
The news came as Airbus and hundreds of global aviation
companies showcase their aircraft at the Middle East
Business Aviation Show (MEBA), the largest event for
business jets in the region, which began this week in Dubai.
An A380 was ordered by Prince Alwaleed bin Talal bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud, the Saudi billionaire, in 2007.
According to BallerRide.com, the prince, a cousin of the
Saudi king, spent close to US$320 million on his new
A380, and is spending another $176 million on ultra-lavish
modifications, including a $60 million gold leaf paintjob.
Reports speak of the decor as being “Lawrence of Arabia
meets Star Wars.” An unnamed German company is
customizing the interior of the plane to include:
• A lounge to seat a travelling entourage of 25 trusted

aides;
• A marble-paneled dining room with seating for 14;
• A bar with curtains to mimic tents of the Arabian Desert;
• A fibre-optic mosaic that will depict a shifting desert

scene;
• A movie theatre with plush leather seats the colour of

sand dunes;
• A series of bedrooms linked to stewardesses by

intercom;
• A gym with Nautilus equipment and running machines;

and
• A large silk bed designed to resemble a Bedouin tent

that will be the centerpiece of the plane’s interior.
Al-Waleed’s A380 will be completed in two years, and in
the meantime he will cruise in his B747.
Habib Fekih, the president of Airbus Middle East, said two
more individuals had approached the aircraft maker about
its VIP version. He declined to say where the individuals
were from. Similarly, Boeing said this summer it expected
to sell six of its new 747-8s to private individuals within
the next year, in deals totalling up to US$1.2bn at list
prices.

Continental Airlines has completed its Business Class seating
upgrade for long-haul flights and can now guarantee flat-bed
seats in BusinessFirst Cabins on all of the B777s flying on
international long-haul routes.

Singapore Airlines will deploy its 471-seat Airbus A380
superjumbo on the Singapore-Los Angeles route beginning
next year. The capacity growth will be incremental and
sustainable for the airline, says SIA, adding that the route
would start after the carrier receives its 12th A380 next year.

Emirates gives young Kiwis chance to fly the flags
Nearly 100 lucky young New Zealanders will get the chance to
lead teams out onto the field during Rugby World Cup matches
next year.
Rugby World Cup 2011™ Worldwide Partner and tournament
sponsor Emirates Airline have announced a competition among
secondary school-age rugby fans for representatives to carry out
the national flags of the competing teams at rugby stadiums in 13
centres in New Zealand.
“This is a top chance for young Kiwis to be part of what will be
an historical event, both in world terms and certainly in the New
Zealand context,” said Emirates’ New Zealand manager, Chris
Lethbridge.
“As part of its sponsorship, Emirates has the right to provide the
flagbearers for the 20 teams. We considered this an ideal
opportunity to involve aspiring players and fans locally, so, with
the exception of a handful of occasions, the flagbearers for the
20 teams will be New Zealanders.
“The opportunity for them will include all the flagbearer spots
for the quarter and semi-finals, play-off for third place, and the
Final itself, as well as all of the pool matches.”
Full details of the competition will be released early in the
coming school year, which begins in February, so that
appropriate arrangements can be made with sufficient notice.
For the pool matches, the competition will be divided into
regions, guaranteeing local provincial representation among the
teams’ flagbearers.
Each lucky winner of a flagbearer position will receive tickets
for two accompanying adults to attend the match at which they
fly a flag.
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CRUISE NEWS

Discover grand cities and quaint villages on this 8-day cruise along the celebrated Danube River. Enjoy deluxe accommodation, modern amenities, sumptuous meals  

and exquisite service aboard our state-of-the-art ships, Viking Legend or new Viking Prestige. Return home enriched with fresh cultural insights and fond memories 

of your unforgettable Viking journey.

Romantic Danube aboard the NEW Viking Prestige

Conditions: Prices is in Australian dollars and valid on 2011 sailings only. Must book and pay in full by 23 December 2010. Prices are based on category E stateroom for 12, 19, 26 Nov; 3, 10, 27 Dec 2011 departures. 
Discounts combinable with Past Passenger Discount and valid for new bookings only. Conditions apply, visit www.vikingrivercruises.com.au for full booking conditions.

T H E  W O R L D ’ S  L E A D I N G  R I V E R  C R U I S E  L I N E . . . B Y  F A R ®

From $1,699 per person. Book and pay in full by 23 December 2010
Call 0800 447 913 or email newzealand@vikingrivercruises.com.

Visit www.vikingrivercruises.com.au for all details.

Big welcome planned for Pacific Pearl Royal Caribbean’s Gavin Smith chairs ICCA
Gavin Smith, md of Royal Caribbean Cruises
Australia, was this week elected chairman
International Cruise Council Australasia. Smith
has replaced Karen Christensen who has been
chairman since NOV08.
Seatrade Insider says it understands that
Christensen, whose involvement with ICCA goes
back to its inception when she was inaugural
training manager, wants to concentrate on the
regional expansion of Silversea Cruises which
she joined in 2006 and is now director-Australia and New Zealand.
There are no other changes to the incoming committee. Travel the
World md Andrew Millmore is deputy chairman membership and
marketing, Complete Cruise Solution’s Don Clark is deputy chairman
training, APT’s Chris Hall is treasurer and Teresia Fors of Viking
River Cruises is secretary.
Shannon Currie, the manager of Complete Cruise Solution in New
Zealand, continues as the New Zealand representative on the board.
ICCA general manager Brett Jardine welcomed the new Chairman and
said he was keen to work with the Board to continue to boost the
profile of the Council and the Australasian cruise industry.
“Cruise capacity continues to expand both locally and internationally,
and with visiting ships boosting consumer interest in cruise holidays
all around Australia, there’s never been a better time for travel agents
to ensure they’re cruise-wise,” Mr Jardine said.

Norwegian Cruise Line and Holland America Line

have been recognized for their environmental

protection efforts by the US Coast Guard.

The two lines were among seven recipients of

the 2010 Biennial Rear Adm. William M. Benkert

Marine Environmental Protection Award for

Excellence. NCL and HAL were honoured with

Golds in the foreign vessel category.

Benkert is considered by many to be the father

of USCG’s marine environmental protection

programme.

Crystal Cruises’ 2012 world voyage around the

Pacific Rim is now online at

www.crystalcruises.com. The 94-day cruise will

sail round-trip from Los Angeles on 18JAN12 and

visit 35 ports in five segments.

Multiple overnight stays, a maiden call in

Newcastle NSW and a return to South Korea for

the first time since 1994 are other features.

Crystal is including a three-day overland journey

in Beijing and other perks.

Segments of 16 to 22 days are also available.

P&O Cruises’ Pacific Pearl will be welcomed to
Auckland by 27 members of Ngati Whatua arriving
by waka across the harbour. The tribe will then
present golden girl Barbara Kendall with a
traditional Maori feather cloak in a welcome
ceremony.
She will take a quick tour of Pacific Pearl before
officially naming the ship in a spectacular ceremony
in front of more than 800 VIP guests onboard the
ship at Queens Wharf at 8.30pm on 21DEC.  The
highlight of the naming ceremony will be when she
smashes a magnum of Cloudy Bay Pelorus, across
the ship’s bow.
The christening will be a highlight of a Pacific
Island Christmas Family Festival at Queens Wharf
to welcome the superliner, with thousands of
Aucklanders expected to attend.
The festivity begins at 5pm and will feature
highlight acts by Dane Rumble and Stan Walker, as
well as plenty of family entertainment including a
P&O-branded ferris wheel, face painting and Santa.
There will also be food stalls featuring signature
dishes from the ship’s restaurants and an aerial
circus display.  The evening will close with a
spectacular fireworks display on the harbour at
around 9.15pm.
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Pacific Pearl to offer P&O Cruises’ largest
teen centre at sea
P&O Cruises’ Pacific Pearl will sport the cruise line’s largest-ever
teen centre, specifically designed for 11 to 17 year olds.
Home to two teen clubs, HQ and HQ+, the new centre has been
purpose-built for Pacific Pearl and added to its top decks as part of
the ship’s multi-million dollar refurbishment prior to its launch in
Auckland on 21DEC.
Spanning 190sq m, the designer space features floor-to-ceiling
windows with stunning views over the ship’s wake, along with two
giant screens - one for Playstation and one for movies - 21
Playstations, a surround sound system, dance floor and custom
made deck furniture.
Open until 1am, the HQ Club caters for teenagers aged 11-14 years,
while the adjacent HQ + is perfect for 15-17 year olds.
With families making up one-third of P&O Cruises’ passengers,
Pacific Pearl will offer a total of four kids’ clubs to ensure everyone
has a great holiday at sea.  Even better, entry to the clubs is free.
Cruisers as young as three years old can immerse themselves in
Pacific Pearl’s Turtle Cove Kids Club. Located on Deck 11 and
adjacent to the family deck, the netted safe play area provides fully
supervised fun and games for little guests aged three to six years old.
Qualified youth activity co-ordinators are also in charge in the
neighbouring Shark Shack, which caters for kids aged seven to ten
years.
Operating from 9am-10.30pm each sea day with breaks for lunch
and dinner, these two youth centres also offer an extended in-centre
kid sitting service from 10.30pm – 1am for a nominal fee.
With plenty of games and activities - from arts and crafts to talent
shows, scavenger huts, Playstation competitions and movie nights,
the kids’ clubs are a popular feature onboard all P&O Cruises’
ships.
“Our goal is to make sure that all the kids onboard have a great time
during their holiday, making lots of new friends and doings lots of
fun things,” says P&O Cruises Director of Entertainment Services
Brett Annable.
“As every family knows, if the kids are happy, everyone’s happy, so
we see our kids’ clubs as a key part of ensuring everyone has a
fantastic time at sea.”

Seabourn Value Fares extended
Seabourn has extended its special “Seabourn Value
Fares,” previously offered on all 2011 cruises, into the
first quarter of 2012, creating exceptional values with
savings up to 65% aboard its intimate, all-suite ships.
Seabourn Value Fares start from US$2,399 per guest
(plus taxes) for a 7-day cruise booked by 31MAR11,
after which the prices are subject to rise.  The limited-
time-only fares apply to 56 cruises departing between
NOV11 and MAY12 in Asia, the South Pacific, Central
and South America, and the Caribbean, with itineraries
ranging from seven to 26 days.
For more info call Seabourn’s NZ Representative: 09-
917 4440, 0800 500 732, info@cruiseworld.co.nz.

An end to ‘The Yachts of …’
Seabourn is moving away from using ‘The Yachts of …’
branding, having found from extensive research that the
term is “confusing at best” for consumers.
Seatrade Insider reports that the research findings were
discussed with top retailers during Seabourn Sojourn’s
two-night inaugural from Port Everglades in November
and while some liked the branding for its suggestion of
‘a cozy, private type of ship,’ they didn’t think dropping
the phrase would make any difference to clients or hurt
Seabourn’s market positioning.
‘Seabourn is a product sold by travel agents. It needs to
be explained to the customer,’ one is quoted as saying.
Another said that with the move to 450-passenger ships
the yacht branding is probably not relevant.

  Grand Med Odyssey
World Journeys has just released a new Grand Mediterranean
Odyssey cruise aboard the all-suite 114-guest Corinthian II,
departing Venice in May 2011.
Celebrating the culture, music, history and art of the region,
guests will enjoy private performances from a stellar group of
musicians including renowned flautist Sir James Galway,
along with special guest speakers.  Itinerary highlights include
Dubrovnik, Kotor, Palermo (Sicily), Tunis, Barcelona,
Valencia, Seville, Aix en Provence and Bonifacio (Corsica),
ending in Naples. Now priced from US$12,695pp share twin
(a saving of US$3,995), this includes a 20-night cruise, one
hotel night in Naples, a program of private concerts, tours and
excursions, all meals and house wines/beers plus open bar
throughout the cruise, baggage handling, port taxes, and
gratuities to porters, guides and drivers.  Airfares are
additional.
Contact World Journeys 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Luxury vessel returning to Ushuaia
The expedition vessel MV Clelia II is reported by
Mercopress to be operating at normal speed during its
northbound crossing of the Drake Passage, following an
incident that resulted in dramatic video footage being
aired widely on TV.
According to IAATO, the International Association of
Antarctica Tour Operators, the ship was in no danger,
with weather conditions improving as the ship headed

back to Ushuaia, Argentina.
Reports indicate that while Clelia II was encountering rough
weather and sea conditions on the morning of 07DEC, a large
wave hit the ship, breaking the starboard bridge window and
dousing some electrical circuitry. This caused a temporary
loss of communications and affected engine performance.
Both engines remained operational and speed was reduced.
There are no injuries to passengers, although one member of
the crew sustained minor injuries.
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ACCOMMODATION
New properties boost Choice Hotels New Zealand offering

Highlights include spacious two-bedroom apartments, dining
rooms and living areas and well-equipped kitchenette and
laundry facilities. Guests can also benefit from free broadband
internet, free continental breakfast and on-site parking.
Econo Lodge Westshore Beach in Napier is the first Econo
Lodge accommodation in the North Island. Located just 50

Quality Hotel Lincoln Green, Henderson, Auckland is
ideally situated 15km from Auckland City, handy to the
motorway and with easy access to local shopping malls,
wineries, bush walks and the beautiful West Coast beaches.
Room options include standard and superior twins, premium,
queen and king room, all with high speed internet access.
Onsite ‘Icon’ Restaurant and ‘Bar 159’ and a guest kitchen
cover all catering requirements, while the versatile conference
and function centre makes the Quality Hotel Lincoln Green a
great choice for corporate hosting.

Comfort Inn & Suites Kudos in Mangere, Auckland offers
the latest luxurious apartment-style accommodation with

metres from the Westshore Beach and a 5 minute drive to the
downtown Art Deco district, the property offers two bedroom
chalets and studio rooms with on site bistro and parking.
This Econo Lodge is the closest accommodation to the Napier
airport. The link road to Hawke’s Bay’s famous wineries is
only 150 metres away, making it the ideal base for tourists and
wine lovers alike.
Trent Fraser, General Manager Franchise Services &
Development, says the new acquisitions take the number of
Choice Hotel properties to 38 across New Zealand.
“We are delighted to extend the accommodation options for
our customers in these three handy locations. Bringing the
Econo Lodge brand to the North Island is something we have
been keen to do for a long time. We have plans to provide
further affordable, accommodation offerings under the Econo
Lodge banner in future.”
To see more information on the three new properties or on
other Choice Hotels, visit www.choicehotels.co.nz.

spacious serviced
apartments providing
superior facilities in a
delightful environment.
Close to the airport but still
handy to Auckland City, the
apartments are ideal for both
short and long term visits.

Choice Hotels has three new properties in its New Zealand
portfolio, extending the variety and location of
accommodation options on offer throughout the hotel group’s
brands.

Host Accommodation - Kaitaia to Stewart Is.
Host Accommodation has just released its 2011
Accommodation Directory for summer containing a wide
range of hotels, motor lodges and motels nationwide.
From Kaitaia to Stewart Island, there is a Host
Accommodation property for your clients, says general
manager Chris Lee.
“The new accommodation directory features new properties
and locations, and properties that have achieved an Eviro-
assured rating by Qualmark.
“The inclusion of Kaka Retreat on Stewart Island was a great
asset to the group and now gives customers another great
choice when choosing to stay with Host Accommodation.”

Karina Neilson, manager of the Kaka Retreat, which is a
Qualmark 4 star, Enviro Bronze property, was enthusiastic
about the networking partnership for Kaka Retreat in
conjunction with Host Accommodation Group, particularly
once travellers reach Invercargill - the Gateway to Stewart
Island.   “As the Host Accommodation Group is a network, we
benefit from other Host properties recommendations for our
Stewart Island property and we in turn certainly reciprocate
with similar courtesy and support,” she said.
Your clients can save up to $100* with a “Free Bonus” when
they stay with Host Accommodation.
For copies of the 2011 Host Accommodation Directory 1st
Edition, visit www.hostaccommodation.co.nz or phone
0508 91 92 93.    *some conditions apply.
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Singaporean buys
Hotel So
Hotel So in Christchurch
has been bought by a
Singaporean investor,
Michael Kum, who heads
LM Investment
Management.
The 283-room hotel,
developed by the now-
bankrupt Dave Henderson,
was sold by receivers for
NZ$20 million, according
to MalaysiaNews.net.
Rates for its small, quirky
room range from $69 a
night up to around $120
which took the hotel to a
90% occupancy rate in its
opening months. Because
of the demand the hotel
added an additional 113
rooms in November last
year.
This was LM Investment
Management’s first
investment in New Zealand.
The company however has
been spending up big in
Sydney buying the Four
Points by Sheraton,
Australia’s biggest hotel,
for A$185 million, which
landed Kum the 2010 Hotel
Deal of the Year award.
The Singaporean-based
magnate also bought the
Swissotel Hotel in Sydney
for A$90 million.

INDUSTRY
Change of guard at Flight Centre
Flight Centre, in a statement, says Rick Hamilton has decided to
leave the New Zealand business after four years as executive general
manager (EGM) in New Zealand.
Chris Grieve will return in the interim to act as EGM for Flight
Centre New Zealand. Chris was the founding EGM of Flight Centre
NZ and has continued to be involved in the business. His knowledge
of Flight Centre and the New Zealand travel industry is said to be
second-to-none.
The Flight Centre New Zealand senior management team consists of:
Maree Hansen (Retail), Sue Matson (Peopleworks), Simon
McKearney (Corporate), Jo Tait (Marketing), James Brooker
(Contracting), Jo Rendall (Ticket Centre, Infinity Holidays and
Escape Holidays), Kelvin Kroll (Technology) and Alex Davis (CFO).
Flight Centre managing director Graham Turner told Australia’s
Travel Today that he is discussing “next possible opportunities” with
Rick Hamilton.

World Travellers
 joins NZ Co-op Assn
Independent travel group World Travellers
was accepted as a full member of the New
Zealand Cooperatives Association at their
26NOV AGM.
The association encompasses some of the
nation’s largest and most successful
businesses, including Fonterra, Foodstuffs,
ITM, Alliance Group and Interflora.
The move aims to add credibility and
horsepower to World Travellers’
cooperative structure, which distributes all
profits back to member stores, something
unique in the NZ travel industry.
Founding director Larry Lumsden attended
the recent Cooperatives Association AGM
and says he was struck by the outstanding
calibre, integrity and skill of the co-ops.
“I saw first hand the commitment to
creating real wealth for their members. To
have the World Travellers group accepted
as the travel retail member was both an
honour and a validation of the vision we
had in late 2009 when we developed the
brand and our ground-breaking cooperative
model,” he said.
At this week’s World Travellers conference
held in Auckland, Lumsden enthused about
the benefits to be gained from the
membership of the body.
“To be able to tap into the advocacy
regarding new legislation, and the
mentoring from a huge range of business
specialists available in the Association is
just the beginning of what World Travellers
sees as another stunning benefit for existing
and future members of the group.”

World’s first Aerotonic™ beverage launches in NZ
This week sees the launch of 1ABOVE, the world’s first Aerotonic™
flight beverage, designed solely for consumption during air travel, and
sold to international travellers at Auckland International Airport.
The product, which took four years to develop, is a unique formulation
that its developers say addresses the hydration and nutrient needs
associated with the specific demands of flight travel, and every aspect
of product, right down to the hands-free pack that can clip on to a
passenger’s bag or seat pocket, was purpose-designed.
The drink is also sold in a unique way, by duration of flight, and is
only available at the 1ABOVE airside retail outlet in the revamped
international terminal at Auckland Airport. If left sealed, the special
bottle will not be confiscated by security at the gate, says
1ABOVE. www.fly1above.com
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