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TRAVEL

UPLOADED OVERNIGHT  MON & THU

TRAVEL &

TOURISM

ONLINE

NEWS

DIGEST

 Tuesday 16NOV10     Issue TM1044T

WANT TO BE  
A TRAVEL BROKER?
CLICK HERE!

 

 

FreephoneFreephone 0508100111  0508100111  
 info@innovative-travel.com 

Tel: 0508 EXOTIC (396 842)

*Book & pay in full by 10 Dec 2010.

SAVE up to $235 per person*
on selected locally escorted tours.
All 2011 departures dates.

TURKEY
2011 Early Bird Special

Popular Tours on Sale

CLICK HERE

info@exoticholidays.co.nz
www.exoticholidays.co.nz *Conditions apply.

Digging a Hole in
your current Role?

HELEN CAMBELL
Tel: 09 966 2549 DDI
staff@topdog.co.nzTravel Recruitment Specialist

www.topdog.co.nz

Recruiter to the Travel Industry for 12 years

Senior Corp Consultant - TD 2180
Shorthaul Corp Consultant - TD 2169
Inbound Team Leader - TD 2170
Groups & Conferences - Hamilton - TD 2176
     ... and more - refer website

For more information call us on:

0508 496 753
discover@adventureworld.co.nz

HEADWATER
FAST FACTS

• Get off the beaten track  

• Capture the culture

• Luggage - Free luggage service.

• Active Adventures - Walking 
and cycling options for any age.

• Taste the difference - Great 
food & wines are a speciality. 

• Independent trips - Maximum 
flexibility, to travel at their leisure.

• Guided holidays - Ideal for 
 people travelling alone, as many 

have no single supplement.

Headwater 

specialise in 

walking & 

cycling tours 

worldwide. 

Ideal for clients that want to 
experience a region & absorb the 
sights & tastes, in a way that an 
ordinary holiday would not reveal.

0508-650660
reservations@aimholidays.co.nz

RENTAL
CARS

CLICK HERE
for all your

Australian rental cars
and other product

Huge party to launch Pacific Pearl
P&O Cruises will hold a huge Pacific Island Family Christmas
Festival on Auckland’s Queens Wharf on Tuesday 21DEC to mark
the launch of Pacific Pearl, the first superliner to be based in New
Zealand.
The celebration will feature a spectacular fireworks display over the
Waitemata Harbour as well as performances by headline acts Dane
Rumble and Stan Walker.  The free entertainment will also include a
large ferris wheel plus circus and street performers.
The 4½ hour family festival and naming ceremony will begin at
5pm, with a family cruise prize up for grabs among those who

... Cont p14
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NEW ZEALAND

CLICK
HERE

Japan charters hold prospects
The Government and Air New Zealand are to
spend $1.2 million in a joint effort to boost
visitor numbers from Japan. The
announcement came from Prime Minister
John Key wearing his tourism minister’s hat
during a visit last week to the Tokyo office
of JTB.
The Stuff news site reports that JTB, Japan’s
biggest travel agency chain, has all but sold
out its 14-flight summer charter series with
Air New Zealand, and is talking about being
able to sell as many as 60 charters, although
it is not clear from reports over what period.
Last summer, the airline filled just four
charter flights.
The B767 charter flights will operate from
nine departure points across Japan including
Nagoya, Fukuoka, Sapporo, Okinawa,
Sendai, Kumamoto, Hiroshima, Miyazaki
and Kagoshima.
The visitors will complement those already
travelling on Air New Zealand’s 12
scheduled services from Tokyo and Osaka
each week.
That said, Japanese no longer visit New
Zealand in the numbers they used to. A
decade ago, this country welcomed as many
as 180,000 per year. Now those numbers
have dwindled to 85,000 in the latest year,
blamed on factors like increased competition
from other destinations, the Japanese
economy and adverse exchange rates.
Stuff reports that Air New Zealand’s general
manager for Japan Ed Overy believes the
Rugby World Cup is likely to deliver just
1500 extra Japanese visitors.

This is a one in a million shot from blackcat.co.nz.  Talk about having a one on
one connection!  The gentleman in the photo said that he will never forget
this moment, and Black Cat Cruises was lucky enough to catch it at the
weekend during one of its dolphin swim trips in Akaroa Harbour.
It’s called spyhopping. It’s when a dolphin (or whale) raises its head vertically
out of the water at least high enough for the eyes to be clear of the surface.
The dolphin will often rotate slowly, apparently to look at the surrounding
area, and then sink back below the water surface with little noise or splash.
www.blackcat.co.nz

Bay of Islands makes the list
The Bay of Islands has been listed #2 among the Top 10 “ultimate sailing trips” by
Lonely Planet, keeping company with the likes of the French Riviera, the Greek
Islands, Tahiti, the Whitsundays, the British Virgin Islands, the Nile, Zanzibar,
Croatia and Galapagos.
 Destination Northland gm Brian Roberts says the high spot on the prestigious
guide’s top 10 sailing destinations was great news for the Bay and Northland
tourism in general.
Northland is currently enjoying the international tourism spotlight having won a
series of significant awards for the best coastline, dive spot and luxury lodges in the
world.

Two-timin’ Lonely Planet
New Zealand Herald columnist Brian Rudman
points out that Lonely Planet has been ‘two-timing’.
The travel guide recently dubbed Wellington “the
coolest little capital in the world”, giving the city’s
promoters cause for much celebration. Meanwhile,
out of the other side of its mouth, it had put
Auckland on its online list of “I can’t believe it’s not
the capital!” cities. The world’s newest Supercity is
apparently right up there with New York, Rio de
Janeiro, Sydney, Marrakesh and Istanbul.
According to the Lonely Planet writers, “It’s easy to
see why the rest of the population refer to the
inhabitants of the country’s largest city as Just
Another F***ing Aucklander - they’re jealous!
Auckland has the best weather, the fanciest
restaurants and the coolest bars ...”
Auckland has also been on two other recent “best of
world” lists on the Lonely Planet site. In August, it
was listed as one of 10 “Ultimate Party Cities”,
alongside Belgrade, Buenos Aires, La Paz and Baku,
Azerbaijan. Earlier, the Waitakere ranges scored as
one of the world’s 10 “greatest little-known
neighbourhoods”, sharing the honours with
Koreatown, Toronto, Crystal Palace, London, and
Balmain, Sydney.
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Destination Otehei Bay – Urupukapuka
For a private island wedding, corporate event, inspiring team
building day out, or a weekend retreat like no other, Otehei Bay
can provide endless options on a stunning flat, five-hectare site.
No event is complete without great cuisine & beverages, says
Explore NZ, which can caters for all requests, from distinguished
chefs serving Northland delicacies to BYO options. Kitchen
facilities and all equipment, cutlery, glassware etc can be hired, or
clients can bring along their own team and customize to suit.
As well as offering a spectacular venue, the island also has a
range of activities available for groups to participate in.
Boat trips, swimming with the dolphins or professional Team
Building challenges can be arranged upon request or enjoy a spot
of fishing, diving, kayaking or island walking.
Explore NZ can also assist with providing professional speakers
and entertainment options to complement events.
Otehei Bay hosts a range of public events throughout summer
including music festivals, concerts, tournaments & comedy
evenings. Contact Dinna Sansalvador at Corporate Explore, on
09-9653394, dinna@explorenz.co.nz, www.corporateexplore.com

Win with 365 Queenstown iPhone app
Queenstown media company Mountain Scene has launched a
free iPhone application as an extension of its 365
Queenstown brand.
Updated every day with local information, 365 Queenstown
is an insider’s guide to what’s on, where to go and how to
find it, as well as making sure users get the best deals in
town.
In one application they’ll find offers, information and maps
for Queenstown accommodation, activities, bars, restaurants
– and the nightlife.
To celebrate the launch, Mountain Scene has two
Queenstown holidays to give away, each involving 3 Mates –
6 Days – 5 Adventures. One New Zealand and one Australian
winner will be drawn in January. Enter on www.scene.co.nz.
The free iPhone app is now available on the Apple iTunes
store – 365 Queenstown – Adventure Every Day.

New ITOC membership criteria vote
Members of the Inbound Tour Operators Council are being invited
to vote on changes to its constitution, rules, membership and
financial criteria for Full Member inbound tour operators.
All members get to vote – both Full Member inbound tour operators
and Allied Member suppliers – with the voting deadline being
26NOV.  Voting papers are available online and have also been
posted to all members.
The new criteria will have two key pillars – if a business operates as
an inbound tour operator and can successfully gain Qualmark
accreditation then it can be an ITOC Full Member.
This will simplify the membership criteria applying to Full Member
inbound tour operators and follows consultation with members over
the past six months. The new criteria aim to minimise barriers to
entry and focus on Qualmark as the main independent arbiter of
standards. The change will also remove criteria that cannot be
adequately monitored or enforced by ITOC in the area of members’
premises, their staff qualifications and minimum turnover levels. It
will also remove criteria that are already included in the Qualmark
tertiary criteria such as public liability insurance requirements.
The ITOC board considered that a simplified Membership Criteria
was necessary at a strategic planning session held in early 2010.
Feedback from existing and potential Full Members supported such
changes in principle.  Having new criteria in place by the end of
2010 will allow ITOC to reposition itself before the next AGM in
August 2011. It will also allow the new criteria to be included in the
Inbound Travel Directory which will be published in January 2011.

Friends stick together
The Classic New Zealand Wine Trail’s friends are
doing just that, by sticking the Trail’s logo on
doors and windows over the coming weeks.
Featuring the word ‘friend’, the sticker recognises
that the operator strives to deliver a world class
wine and food experience.
Travellers will see the sticker at hundreds of
businesses along the 380km touring route,
between Hawke’s Bay and Marlborough along
SH2, through the Wairarapa and Wellington.
“Tourism operators are really getting behind the
sticker. They realise its roadside visibility will
open the door to visitors and ensure they have the
best vine and dine experiences the Trail has to
offer”, said Lucy Chambers, the Classic New
Zealand Wine Trail’s marketing manager.
The rollout of the sticker coincides with the
unveiling of the Trail’s refreshed logo that mimics
the grape symbol found on more than 100 road
signs along the main highways of the Trail.
The signage is supported by a comprehensive 50-
page Trail Guide. Available free at Christchurch
and Auckland airports, along with any i-SITE
Visitor Centre along the Trail, it can now also be
downloaded from the CNZWT website:
www.classicwinetrail.co.nz

World’s top street performers heading for CHC
A stellar line-up of 50 performers and 500 shows are coming to
Christchurch in January for the 10-day World Buskers Festival.
They include The Topp Twins, spoof Australian TV cook The Half-
Naked Chef, knife-throwing Jack Dagger - the self-proclaimed
American King of Fling, a Brazilian-born clown, Canadian fire
tamers, Portuguese and Australian clowns, an Australian circus
performer and comedian, and an American contortionist.
There will be a new night-time venue in Cathedral Square, while the
city’s Arts Centre is again hosting comedy every night at 7pm.
www.worldbuskersfestival.com.
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New Zealand Marketing 
Services Representation
Tourism Tasmania

Tender No: TT2011

Description: Tourism Tasmania seeks a suitably qualified 
and experienced contractor to provide marketing services 
representation to the New Zealand market.

The contractor will:

•  Increase awareness of Tasmania and key messages and 
increase the intent to travel through the development 
and implementation of integrated campaigns and projects 
with traditional and non-traditional partners to defined  
target audiences

•  assist with the development and implementation of the 
marketing plan and sourcing of key media opportunities

•  increase awareness of Tasmania via traditonal and new media, 
specifically via e-marketing and online social communities

•  liaise with media to expand the reach of promotions and 
campaigns and source new opportunities for coverage

•  work closely with airlines and aviation partners to 
build relationships and increase passenger numbers on  
defined routes.

Closing: 2:00pm Tuesday 30 November 2010  

Documents: Are available from the internet at 
www.tenders.tas.gov.au or by contacting Troy Grundy, 
NZ Trade Manager, Level 2, 22 Elizabeth Street, ANZ 
Centre, Hobart Tasmania 7000 phone +61 3 6230 8156,  
fax +61 3 6230 8353 or email troy.grundy@tourism.tas.gov.au

Enquiries: Please contact Megan Thompson, Manager 
International Operations, phone +61 3 6230 8124, fax  
+61 3 6230 8353 or email megan.thompson@tourism.tas.gov.au

Lodgement: Tenders must be lodged at the Tender Box, 
Lift Foyer, Level 1, 22 Elizabeth Street, Hobart 7000 or by 
electronic lodgment at www.tenders.tas.gov.au

Department of Economic Development,  
Tourism and the Arts

Safety record needs promoting
Destination Queenstown is looking at ways of promoting
the good safety records of its local adventure tourism
operators.
The Southland Times quotes DQ chief executive Tony
Everitt as saying the safety message was likely to be
published on the Destination Queenstown website when
all the relevant issues had been discussed.
“It’s really a question of defining the target market that
will benefit from hearing that message.”
The paper says the call for publicity was raised by AJ
Hackett Bungy chief executive Michelle Trapski and
backed by Kiwi Discovery and Queenstown Rafting
general manager Tim Barke and Off-Road Adventure
Queenstown owner Dennis Columb, at an adventure
tourism meeting held in Queenstown last week.
Mr Columb is reported as saying publicity for good
operators was necessary because of accidents that were
badly handled in the past.
“The media milked the death of Emily Jordan on the
Kawarau River in 2008. It was a tragedy, but the media
gave the impression we ran cowboy operations in New
Zealand and I don’t think Tourism New Zealand stood up
and made clear the standards that we work to,” he said.
Because Queenstown operators had to fulfil safety
requirements as part of gaining resource consent, the
industry was in effect “double-policed,” Mr Columb
said.
“For us there’s layers and layers of other compliances we
have to work under, including with the Department of
Conservation, Land Transport Authority and the
Department of Labour.”
Queenstown operators had in many cases developed best
practice guides that were now used by other adventure
tourism operators the world over, Mr Columb said.
“We don’t need to reinvent the wheel to get our safety
results out there.
“We’ve been doing it for a long time now and everyone
in Queenstown has professional standards.”

AUSTRALIA

Innovative vessel nears completion
After just 25
weeks of
construction Abel
Tasman Sea
Shuttles’ new and
innovative
catamaran

Best Western, Sixt deal
Sixt Car Rental has joined forces with Best Western to offer a deal on vehicle
rental for hotel loyalty card holders.
Best Western loyalty cardholders will receive a number of benefits thanks to the
new partnership with Sixt car rental including reduced hire rates, and free
upgrades to better vehicles, free GPS navigation systems in all hired cars, plus a
guaranteed car is delivered to within 4 hours of making a car hire booking while
staying at a selected Best Western establishment in Sydney, Melbourne and Gold
Coast.
Different loyalty card tiers get different rates of discount on car hire with Sixt,
ranging from 10% to 20%. Best Western customers will also earn points through
their car hire, with 1000 points for a car rental and 2000 points for limo hire.
www.sixt.com.au/partner/best-western

Crusader is nearing completion in
Motueka. The impressive vessel has
been moved out of the construction
shed for the final finishing touches to
be added, and is on track for a DEC
launching.
From the unique alloy planked hulls to
the belt driven, forward facing
propellers, the innovations will make
for a stable and environmentally
friendly ride at maximum efficiency.
The design aims to eliminate much of
the sideways rolling and wake issues
associated with other vessels crossing
Tasman Bay and operating in the park.

The Crusader is
the flagship of the
Kaiteriteri –
Totaranui run for
the full length of
the park and will
be departing
twice a day.

During the height of the season
Crusader will also depart from Nelson
to Kaiteriteri and return. Once she has
reached Kaiteriteri she will board
further passengers and then commence
the run into the park.  The Nelson
service complements the existing Abel
Tasman Sea Shuttle service.
“Many visitors to the area stay in
Nelson and then experience the Abel
Tasman in a day. The new boat gives
the opportunity for these visitors to
have a choice of coach or boat to the
Park,” says sales and marketing
manager Mark Chapman.
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SALES / WHOLESALE CONSULTANT
NORTH SHORE BASED

If you are looking for variety, working with
a friendly team, top dollar for experience
and a challenge , then look no further

Niche market for
a cycling and walking holiday specialist
* Knowledge of Europe an advantage
* Must have superb written English and
   computer skills
* Top sales record
* Strong communication
* Customer service of paramount
   importance
* Organised and self starter
* Team player, initiative, enthusiasm goes
   without saying

Please forward your resume to -
Contact: Jill Grant

A Walker’s World/CYCLING EUROPE
Tel: 094867471/3 Fax:09 484 0091

email: walkworld@xtra.co.nz

Star-studded culinary line-up in Sydney
David Chang is set to open his first restaurant outside the
USA as he heads a stellar line-up of international and
Australian chefs set to open their doors at Sydney’s all new
Star City next year.
Chang is the chef and owner of the Momofuku group of
restaurants in New York City and his impact on global food
trends cannot be underestimated – he was named in TIME
magazine’s 100 most influential people in the world for 2010.
Chang’s Momofuku Ko in New York has two Michelin stars.
The chefs will open their doors at what is set to become a
one-of-a-kind lifestyle and entertainment destination when the
A$860 million redevelopment is complete in late 2011.
Chase Kojima, formerly executive chef at Nobu in the
Bahamas, will bring his modern-Asian aesthetic to the
reinvigorated Star City.
The line-up of Australian chefs includes Melbourne’s
favourite Teage Ezard, Italian maestro Stefano Manfredi,
MasterChef darling Adriano Zumbo and Sydney’s best-loved
Cantonese restaurant, Golden Century, all set to open
signature restaurants.
Located on Sydney Harbour, Star City, the only casino in New
South Wales, is being transformed into a one-of-a kind leisure
and entertainment destination. The redevelopment includes
the reorientation of the casino to embrace Sydney’s Harbour
and city skyline, plus the addition of a new five-star hotel and
spa, over 20 restaurants, bars, cafes and improved
entertainment and gaming facilities.

Perth prepares for CHOGM 2011
With a year to go, preparations are well under way for the
biggest international event to be held in Perth for many years
– CHOGM 2011.  Preparations for the Commonwealth Heads
of Government Meeting 28-30OCT11 include moving the date
of the Queen’s Birthday Holiday from 03OCT to Friday
28OCT. A number of major roads in the central business
district, including St Georges Terrace, are expected to be
closed for security reasons for most, if not all, of that day. The
Government is also planning a number of artistic, cultural and
sporting events to coincide with the three-day conference.

Outrigger Hotels & Resorts comes to Airlie
Outrigger Hotels & Resorts has reaffirmed its intention to
expand throughout Australia following the signing of a Heads of
Agreement with property developer Meridien to manage two
new waterfront resorts at the A$750 million Port of Airlie at
Airlie Beach in Queensland’s Whitsundays.
Outrigger will initially manage Meridien’s Boathouse
Apartments expected to welcome its first guests in early 2011.
To be branded The Boathouse by Outrigger, there will be 56 two
and three-bedroom apartments spread across two three-level
buildings (above), which are modelled on a classic colonial
design synonymous with the Queensland tropics.
The luxury apartments have been designed to capitalise on their
premium waterfront position and will be set in a rich tropical
landscape, surrounded by a suite of exclusive boutiques and
restaurants.
The second stage of the development, the Port of Airlie Resort
will feature spacious resort style apartments, meeting facilities,
restaurant, bar, pool, full resort facilities and specialty outlets.
On completion, Meridien’s Port of Airlie will become a world
class destination that will include a 289-berth marina catering to
all boat sizes including super yachts, as well as 365 residential
apartments, 15 absolute oceanfront homes, a public harbourside
boardwalk, 240m all tide beach and public parkland, a retail
precinct and an integrated Fantasea ferry, cruise and bus
terminal.

Australia’s share of the global tourism market

is shrinking and the industry’s contribution to

the national economy has decreased,

Bloomberg quotes the Australian Financial

Review as saying, citing a report by the

Department of Resources, Energy and

Tourism. The nation’s share of global tourist

arrivals declined to 0.6 percent in 2009 from

0.7 percent in 2000 and tourism’s share of

gross domestic product fell to 2.6 percent in

2009 from 3.4 percent in 2000, the newspaper

reported.
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Honeymoon testers li-lo for 83rd wedding vow
Ultimate honeymoon testers Mark and Denise Duffield-Thomas last
week married each other for the 83rd time, equalling the Guinness
World Record for the most number of wedding vows renewed by a
couple.
The loved up Australian-British couple completed vow number 83 at
Peppers Beach Club, Port Douglas in true Tropical North Queensland
style – while floating on li-los in the resort’s lagoon pool.
Part of the Ultimate Job in the World competition, a copycat of
Tourism Queensland’s Best Job in the World campaign organised by
Irish wedding and honeymoon company Runaway Bride and Groom,
winners Mark and Denise have been road testing the best locations for
weddings and honeymoons around the world for the past six months.

Pix | Ben Keating for Sass Studios

Twitchathon hopes to break record
Your clients can experience a fast-paced, action-packed birding
marathon with the new ‘Twitchathon’, a full day birdwatching
expedition at O’Reilly’s Rainforest Retreat, Australia’s premier
birding destination (29–31JAN11).
The event is led by Tim O’Reilly, the Queensland retreat’s guide and
birding fanatic, and Sean Dooley, comedian and writer.
Located within World Heritage listed Lamington National Park in SE
Queensland, O’Reilly’s is a nature lover’s paradise and home to a vast
array of native birdlife.
Mr O’Reilly says “We regularly spot over 200 species of birds during
our annual Bird Week, which is Australia’s longest running birding
event and has been running now for over 34 years.”
Special packages are available including accommodation, meals and
participation in the Twitchathon marathon.  www.oreillys.com.au.

SOUTH PACIFICVillages of Victoria: a guide to Walhalla
Walhalla Historic Township is one of Victoria’s most
intriguing places. Located in the Gippsland alpine
wilderness, just over two hours’ drive from Melbourne,
it has less than 20 permanent residents yet 100,000
visitors make the trip there every year. Why? Perhaps
because visiting Walhalla is like stepping back in time.
Attractions
Once one of Australia’s richest towns and home to
more than 4000 people, Walhalla is a perfectly
preserved example of a gold rush village. Each of the
stores and hotels in Walhalla’s main street – and even
some of the houses – have been restored or built as a
replica of the gold-era style of the 1800s.
The town is easy to explore by foot. A self-guided walk
following the interpretive signs takes about two hours.
Another walking option is the steep hillside to the
Walhalla Cemetery, where there are more than 1100
graves of the miners and settlers, as well as stunning
views.
Considered one of the most spectacular rail journeys in
Australia, the restored narrow-gauge Walhalla
Goldfields Railway, which runs most Saturdays,
Sundays and Wednesdays, is another key attraction.
Walhalla’s Long Tunnel Extended Gold Mine, once
Victoria’s fifth largest mine, offers regular tours.
There’s a museum and visitors can go to the
underground machine chamber, a vast space in the rock
where steam engines operated the machinery that
crushed granite, yielding 72 tonnes of gold worth $5.8
billion today during the mine’s life.
Places to Stay
The Star Hotel, a replica of the original, is one of a
number of accommodation options in Walhalla and it
also has a restaurant open for dinner. Windsor House, a
bed and breakfast, was built in the 1890s from 90,000
handmade bricks.
www.visitvictoria.com/villages
www.visitwalhalla.com

Viewing the FLASHMOB
Shelley at Hogan & Associates has pointed out a glitch
with accessing long web addresses via TravelMemo. It
resulted in the link taking readers only to the home page of
the relevant site. Such a glitch on Friday meant those
wanting to see the FLASHMOB at the Edgewater Resort in
Rarotonga could not.  Click Here to see what you missed.

Tonga’s new ferry awaits crew
Tonga’s new ferry MV ‘Otuanga’ofa, which arrived in
Nuku’alofa on 15OCT, remains tied up at the Queen Salote
Wharf, because it has no crew and the passenger ferry
berths at Pangai, Ha’apai and Neiafu, Vava’u are not yet
ready.
MatangiTonga Online reports that it had been suggested
that sailors from the Tongan Navy would operate the
vessel, but this was not acceptable to the donors, Japan’s
government. Efforts continue to recruit trained crew.
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Bigger plane for APW-PPG routeDiscover American Samoa
packages
To mark the introduction of its new plane,
Inter Island Airways and Inter Island
Vacations are offering two ‘Discover
American Samoa’ travel packages to PPG
ex APW.
The packages are for 3 days, 2 nights. The
first deal costs US$355pp including return
airfares APW/PPG/APW, return airport to
hotel transfers in American Samoa, deluxe
double or queen double room at Sadies by
the Sea Hotel, rise and shine continental
breakfast and ‘Discover Tutuila’ audio tour
CD.
The second package costs US$395pp and
includes return airfares APW/PPG/APW,
return airport/hotel transfers in American
Samoa, deluxe double or super king room
at the Tradewinds Hotel, rise and shine
continental breakfast, rental car and
‘Discover Tutuila’ tour CD.
American Samoa airport taxes, fees and
fuel surcharges are included in the price.
Departure taxes from Samoa are not
included.
Both deals are available for sale and travel
to 30JUN11 with no blackout periods.
Email
discoveramsamoa@interislandair.com.

American Samoa Governor Togiola
Tulafono has signed into law landmark
legislation that bans smoking in
restaurants, bars, taxis, buses and other
public and private places.
The bill prohibits smoking in all enclosed
areas in public places within American
Samoa, as well as enclosed areas within
employment premises.

The Terraces Denarau improvements

ASIA
American Samoa-based Inter Island Airways
is preparing to add a 30-seat Dornier 328 into
its schedule for deployment on the PPG/APW

route in the morning and late afternoon
services.
Inter Island currently operates five return
flights per day using a 19-seat Dornier 228 on
the PPG/APW route during the busy summer
and winter travel seasons and three flights
during the low season.
The Dornier 328 will provide a step-up in
passenger service and comfort as well as
cutting flight times from PPG to APW from
half an hour to 18 minutes one way.
The new aircraft is expected to enter service
in coming weeks once final FAA certification
is completed.

The Terraces Denarau Island has completed its
upgrade of the Poolside Cabana and is now
offering a vastly improved dining facility for
guests.
The new Fairway 3 Cafe offers an improved
breakfast and poolside menu along with hot and
cold beverages. The F&B outlet continues to
operate from 7am to 2pm daily and is now an all-
weather facility. Click here for breakfast menu.
RAD Marketing’s Anne Radonich says the
upgraded facility and breakfast options make for
more flexibility with value adds or add ons. The
café also offers more options when catering to
small groups, cocktail parties, poolside BBQs,
themed buffets etc
Over the past few months The Terraces has also
completed a revamp of all soft furnishings and
artwork in all apartments, giving the property a
fresh new look that gm Ogina Lata says has been
very well received by guests.
For info on The Terraces Denarau Island, email
anne@radmarketing.co.nz

  North Korea tours update
Fathom Asia reports that dates, rates and
itineraries are now available for 2011 tours to
North Korea.
New tours in the schedule include the longest
tour option available of 16 days, which takes
in pretty much everywhere it is possible for
tourists to visit in North Korea.
There’s also the very first cycling tour offered
in North Korea. These tours require a double
entry Chinese visa as they depart from
Beijing.
Also departing from Beijing is a June tour to
the remote Russian province of Magadan, a
place so remote that the locals call the rest of
Russia “the mainland”.
Says Penny from Fathom Asia: “We receive
excellent feedback from the intrepid few who
travel to North Korea, so this could be an
option for your client who has been
everywhere and done everything and is
looking for something different and definitely
interesting.”
Email penny@fathomasia.com for details.
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Shinkansen services expand
Japan’s high-speed bullet train system is expanding, reducing
transit time to tourist attractions in remote corners of the
country.
The New York Times reports that, beginning 04DEC, the
Tohoku line will reach the northernmost region of Honshu,
Japan’s main island, with an 80km extension to Shin-Aomori,
hub of the Aomori prefecture and home to the big
summertime Nebuta Festival.
To the south, on Kyushu, a 257km high-speed line opening
12MAR11, will connect northern Hakata, end of the line for
service from Tokyo, to the southern city of Kagoshima. Stops
include the Kumamoto Castle (pictured) and the sand baths in
Ibusuki, where patrons are buried up to their necks in hot-
springs-heated sand.

Singapore casino-resorts booming
Casino business in Singapore is booming with Genting
Singapore revealing that Resorts World Sentosa (above)
generated S$732 million in revenue and pre-tax profits of
S$346.5 million for the third quarter of this year.
The Straits Times reports that the Battlestar Galactica ride at
the integrated resort’s Universal Studios Singapore, suspended
from operations since March because of a defect, will re-open
in the first half of next year after modifications.
Last month Marina Bay Sands’ owner reported the casino-
resort enjoyed a pre-tax profit of S$315 million from revenues
of S$631 million for the period ended 30SEP - its first full
quarter of operations since opening in April.

Hong Kong WinterFest
Christmas is a magical time to be in Hong Kong as the city is
illuminated in its festive finery during the Hong Kong
WinterFest.  Running between 29NOV10 and 02JAN11, the
event highlight will be the 30-metre Swarovski Crystal
Christmas Tree in Central, decorated with over 20 million
Swarovski crystals.  In addition the city’s major attractions,
including Hong Kong Disneyland, Ocean Park and Ngong
Ping 360, its shopping malls and shops will enhance the
festive ambience with their Christmas decorations. The city’s
food districts, nightspots and hotels will also join in the
festive celebrations.
www.discoverhongkong.com/festivehk2010/eng/winter

Sukhothai offer for travel agents
The Leading Hotels of the World has announced the
unveiling of The Sukhothai Bangkok’s newly renovated
Superior Rooms with an exclusive Travel Agent offer.
These rooms have subtle but rich wall fabrics by Jim
Thompson, which balance the exotic teak wood, pradou
cabinetry and signature detailing that has always defined
the architectural and interior style of The Sukhothai.
Amenities have been upgraded to include an integrated bar
and new flat screen television discreetly installed behind
grey mirrors to blend seamlessly with the room when
switched off. In the bathroom, guests will find
compartmental shower and toilet areas remodeled in
classic Sukhothai black granite and mirrored cabinets to
create a depth of space.
• On all Room category bookings, 5% additional override

on top of the standard
10% commission = 15% commission in total.

• On all Suite category bookings, 5% additional override
on top of the standard
15% commission = 20% commission in total.

Offer valid from 01NOV10 to 31MAR11.
Toll Free: 0800 441016 or book directly through the GDS.

Ceylon Tea Trails joins Relais & Châteaux
Dilmah Tea’s Ceylon Tea Trails has been invited to become a
member of Relais & Châteaux, as recognition of its unique
character, gourmet cuisine and outstanding service. The Tea
Trails is currently the only Sri Lankan property to belong to
this prestigious association.
Situated a four hour scenic drive from Colombo and 4,000ft
above sea level, Tea Trails features four colonial plantation
bungalows built between 1890 and 1939 with turn of the
century period furniture.
Each bungalow has its
own manager, chef and
butler offering round the
clock service. Guests can
take part in activities such
as hiking, mountain
biking, croquet, tennis,
spa treatments and of
course high tea.
The Tea Trails
Bungalows, set in lush tea
country, are an ideal base
for climbing the Adam’s
Peak holy mountain as
well as visiting Kandy and
Nuwara Eliya.
Rates are inclusive of
meals and drinks
including spirits and wine,
and the special Tea
Experience with the in-
house tea planter. Guests
can indulge in dishes from
western fare to traditional
Sri Lankan classics, and
tea inspired dishes such as
Earl Grey tea-infused
cured Atlantic salmon
www.teatrails.com
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Upcoming festive fun in Malaysia
Malaysia has an array of colourful festivals, cultural celebrations and
gourmet cuisine over the coming New Zealand summer months.
• Shoppers Paradise - Get in some early Christmas shopping with

Malaysia’s Year-End Sale (M-YES) 20NOV-02JAN.
• Street Food Extravaganza - Foodies will be in cuisine heaven

during the Fabulous Food 1Malaysia - Street Food Festival 01-
24DEC.

• Commemorations & Celebrations - Experience the dazzling
cultures and traditions that make up the unique fabric of Malaysian
society at the Cuti-Cuti 1Malaysia Dance Festival on 04DEC.
The cultural spectacle continues with Thaipusam on 29JAN11 -
an annual Hindu festival where devotees perform various rituals
and carry ‘kavadis’ as acts of devotion and penance. Held at the
world-renowned Batu Caves temple in Kuala Lumpur, Thaipusam
celebrations are also observed in Penang, Johor and several other
states.
Visitors to Malaysia will hate to miss out on participating in the
exciting Chinese New Year celebrations from 03-17FEB11,
marking the first day of the lunar calendar. The majority of the
main celebrations fall on the first two days with animated lion and
dragon dance performances accompanied by energetic drums,
gongs and cymbals.

• Sports and Adventure - The prestigious Monsoon Cup
Terengganu, dubbed as the ‘Formula One of Sailing’, offers
sailing buffs a racing feast 30NOV-05DEC. A range of interesting
programmes and activities are also on offer to coincide with the
competition, including displays of Terengganu’s splendid arts and
heritage.
The Pasir Gudang International Kites Festival, 15-20FEB11, is
one of the most popular events held in Malaysia. Kiters participate
in a number of categories with many exhibitions, workshops
multicultural performances on offer for visitors to enjoy.
The Royal Langkawi International Regatta will see participants
from all over the Asia Pacific region flock to this event from 11-
15JAN11.

• Arts & Culture - The 1Malaysia Holiday Dance Festival in Kuala
Lumpur on 05DEC gives a local spin on Christmas celebrations.
As the festival’s name suggests, cultural dances, folk art and shows
are performed to celebrate the country’s theme of racial unity.

THE AMERICASThe Venetian Macao
opens Australasian office
The Venetian Macao’s MICE business is
experiencing rapid growth in 2010 and shows
no signs of slowing down. Total MICE group
business has grown by 42% year-on-year
from 2009 while 33 trade shows have been
confirmed for 2010.
To keep pace The Venetian last week opened
an office in Sydney to service the Australia,
New Zealand and Pacific markets.
“Australia and New Zealand are important
markets for The Venetian Macao. With the
opening of our office in Sydney, we now
have someone in market that knows the
culture and understands the needs of our local
clients,” said Brendon Elliott, The Venetian
Macao’s vice president of sales. “Macau is an
ideal destination for groups travelling from
Australia and New Zealand. It’s easily
accessible, affordable, and provides endless
entertainment options for our clients. “
The Venetian Macao-Resort-Hotel is an
integrated resort featuring replicas of the
famous canals and architectural icons of
Venice, Italy. It offers 3,000 suites, 1.2
million sq ft of convention and meeting
facilities as well as a 15,000-seat CotaiArena
designed for world-class sports events and
entertainment.
Also at The Venetian Macao is an 1,800-seat
Cirque du Soleil theatre; more than 30
restaurants; the Malo Clinic Health &
Wellness, Qube indoor playground and more
than 300 retailers at The Grand Canal
Shoppes. Outdoor recreation areas include
swimming pools and cabanas, a mini golf
course and gondola rides at the outdoor
lagoon.

Hawaii Island Hopping
Adventure World has the perfect add-on or quick getaway package for
those clients travelling to Hawaii. The 7-day / 6-night Hawaii Island
Hopping independent tour is priced from $1232pp twin share. Clients
get to experience Oahu as well as an island of their choice. Highlights
include a lei meet & greet, exploring the local markets, free time to
relax and visiting two islands in one easy package. Price includes 3
nights’ accommodation on each island including taxes, traditional lei
meet and greet, return airport transfers, one-way interisland flight and
services of a local representative.
Call Adventure World on 0508 496 753 or visit
www.adventureworld.co.nz.

View the Northern Lights
 Adventure World’s independent travel 4-day / 3-night Aurora Borealis
Tour, priced from $1033pp twin share, gives your clients the chance to
view the giant electrical storms formed by solar flares from the sun
reacting with the earth’s magnetic field. Price includes knowledgeable
guides, accommodation including taxes, winter clothing rental, 3-night
Aurora viewing with hot beverages, one dinner, return airport transfers
and Canadian GST. Tour departs from Fort McMurray, Canada between
September and April.
For more information contact Adventure World on 0508 496 753 or
visit www.adventureworld.co.nz.
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Christmas in Vancouver
There’s no place quite like Vancouver come
Christmas. The city stages a bewildering array
of events to celebrate the festive season and to
brighten up winter. Among the best:
Vancouver Christmas Market
– 24NOV-24DEC – 11am to 9pm
This year, the 700-year-old tradition of the
German Christmas Market comes to Vancouver
for the first time. The Vancouver Christmas
Market, located on the plaza in front of the
Queen Elizabeth theatre, is an authentic
“Christkindlmarkt” featuring festive
merchandise, food, and a number of cultural
activities and events.
Bright Nights in Stanley Park
– 26NOV-02JAN – 3pm to 10pm
 The Stanley Park holiday train has been a
Christmas tradition for over 20 years with more
than a million sparkling lights transforming the
forest, train and children’s farmyard. The train
winds its way through the forest while the
aromas of hot chocolate, fresh popcorn and
roasted chestnuts bring back childhood
memories.
The Peak of Christmas on Grouse Mountain
– 27NOV-24DEC – 8.45am to 10pm
 There is no better place to enjoy a white
Christmas in Vancouver than on snow-covered
Grouse Mountain, 3,700ft above the twinkling
lights of Vancouver. Visitors can take sleigh
rides through the forest, pay a visit to Santa and
his live reindeer, listen to carols in the chalet, or
skate around the outdoor ice skating rink.
Canyon Lights at Capilano Suspension Bridge
– 03DEC-02JAN – 5pm to 9pm (except Xmas
Day)
Visitors can see the park lit up with over

AFRICA / MIDDLE EAST
and Treetops Adventure from an entirely new
perspective. Guests will be treated to
gingerbread cookie decorating, seasonal music
from the Christmas band, glass ornament
blowing and the splendour of the lights.
Carol Ships Parade of Lights – 03DEC-23DEC
 This annual Christmas tradition began 50 years
ago with one boat decorated with Christmas
lights in Coal Harbour. Today, on peak
evenings, this holiday tradition has grown to
more than 50 decorated boats gliding through
Vancouver’s waterways, with over 100,000
twinkling lights and 30,000 singing voices.
View from the shore for free, or from on the
carol ships themselves at a price.
www.carolships.org
Festival of Lights at Vandusen Botanical
Garden – 10DEC-02JAN – 4.30pm to 9pm
The central acres of the Garden are transformed
into a holiday wonderland every Christmas
with seasonal displays and over one million
sparkling lights wrapped around trees and
trellises.
Karaoke Christmas Lights Trolley Tour –
11DEC-24DEC –  departing 6.30pm
Lead the chorus on the Vancouver Trolley
Company’s unique holiday journey through the
streets of Vancouver to Stanley Park for “Bright
Nights” and to VanDusen Botanical Garden for
“Festival of Lights.”
Winter Solstice Lantern Procession
– 21DEC – 6pm to 10pm
Vancouver’s annual Winter Solstice Lantern
Festival illuminates the longest night of the
year with lanterns, singing, drumming, music
and dancing in five different Vancouver
neighbourhoods. Each invites audience
participation and has its own special attraction.
www.secretlantern.org250,000 twinkling lights and explore the forest

Intrepid returns to Zimbabwe
Intrepid Travel has announced that after a
three-year hiatus, it will be returning to
Zimbabwe in 2011.
Intrepid Travel previously travelled through
Zimbabwe but stopped doing so in 2008
when the situation in the country became
too dangerous for travellers. As the country
destabilised, access to the necessary food
and fuel became difficult making trips
impossible to operate.
The country, which has stabilised since
Mugabe agreed to share power with the
Opposition Leader, Tsvangirai, is much
easier to travel through.
Intrepid Travel’s general managers in
Africa recently travelled through
Zimbabwe with their partners and assessed
the safety, food and fuel availability and
wildlife, which has resulted in some very
positive outcomes.

remarkable presence of the rhino population
and Intrepid’s opportunity to fulfill its
responsible travel principle of being able to
contribute back to the local communities by
staying in locally run accommodation
(mainly camps) and shopping at local
markets.
Two of the new Zimbabwe trips are ‘A
Taste of Zimbabwe’ running for 8 days,
comfort style with accommodation in hotels
and lodges and the overlanding ‘Best of
Zimbabwe’ trip for 16 days staying in camp
sites, a houseboat and bush camping.
Highlights of both trips include a stop at the
Painted Dog Conservation Group
(www.painteddog.org), the Hwange
National Park that has one of the largest
elephant populations in Africa, Masvingo
the oldest colonial settlement and Unesco
World Heritage site and Lake Kariba, the
largest manmade lake in the world.The most notable observations included the

Bird-flipping not recommended
It pays to mind your manners in the UAE.
A 34-year-old Brit has been given a two-
month jail term after he gave an airport
worker “the finger” in Dubai.
He reportedly got into a row with a female
airport employee when she refused to let
him use a customer services desk phone.
The Sun newspaper says a Dubai court
heard he ‘cursed’ the Muslim woman in

front of colleagues then thrust his middle
finger in her face as he passed through
border controls.
He was convicted of indecency and
insulting the employee, having been
locked up for three days then bailed and
now facing a month awaiting an appeal
against a two-month jail term and
deportation order.

A 45-storey, 800-room hotel is proposed for a site in Tel Aviv,

part of a commercial, entertainment, and recreation project.
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Desert & Kalahari
Meet the meerkats of the Kalahari, mekoro
through the Okavango Delta, and enjoy
mouth-watering Pan-African menus on a 9-
day Desert & Kalahari &Beyond Safari,
says World Journeys.
Three nights are spent at Jack’s Camp in the
Makgadikgadi Pans – the largest saltpans in
the world.  Miles and miles of white
landscape are the backdrop to one of
Africa’s biggest zebra populations, and in
the wet season, large flocks of flamingos
and plains herds, and their predators.  Then
spend 5 nights in the Okavango Delta at
either Xudum Okavango Delta Lodge, or
Xaranna Okavango Delta Camp, enjoying
twice-daily game drives in safari vehicles,
guided walks, spot-lit night drives, boating
and mekoro.  Priced from $7685pp JAN-
FEB11, this includes accommodation,
internal flights, daily activities, meals and
beverages, expert guiding and National Park
fees.  International flights, tipping, and
premium imported beverages are additional.
Ask World journeys for a quote as prices
vary seasonally. Call 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Royal Brunei early-bird fares to Jeddah
Royal Brunei Airlines has early-bird economy class fares to
Jeddah valid for travel 01MAR-31AUG11, with a max stay
of 35 days. Sales to 26NOV10. Fares to Jeddah from $1932,
fare is fuel inclusive.  Airport taxes from approximately $58.
NZ Domestic Add-on fare sheet can be used in conjunction
with this to enable sales ex NZ provincial points. Your
preferred consolidator has all the details.

EUROPE

The magic of Morocco
Middle East specialist The Innovative Travel Co. advises its best-
selling Moroccan holiday is currently on sale as part of their
early booking offers.
The 8-days Moroccan Magic tour takes in all the key cities -
Casablanca, Rabat, Meknes, Fez, Beni Mellal and Marrakech.
This local tour is great value for money and is now priced from
$1165pp twin (saving $230 per couple) for departures JAN-
AUG11 and includes accommodation with private facilities,
daily breakfasts, 6 lunches and 7 dinners, return airport transfers,
air-conditioned transport, professional tour guides, sightseeing
and entrance fees.
Bookings and enquiries FREEPHONE 0508100111 or
info@innovative-travel.com

Camp around Europe for less than $125 a day
Travellers who are increasingly tight on time want to pack in as many places
as possible, and this challenge is what Contiki sets out to meet with its new
46-day product, The Big Chill.
The tour heads south from London through Paris and on to Spain, then east
to Turkey and Bulgaria, winds along the Dalmatian Coast, up to Prague and
finishes in Amsterdam, stopping at many other destinations along the way.
No stone is left unturned and prices start as low as $123 dollars a day.
During its 46days, The Big Chill takes in Paris, Beaujolais - with a wine
tasting at Contiki’s exclusive chateau, Barcelona, the French Riviera, Venice,
Florence, Rome, Vatican City, Corfu, Athens, Istanbul, Dubrovnik, Budapest,
Vienna, Prague, Munich, Lucerne and Amsterdam, complete with a visit to a
cheese farm and clog maker’s house.
The Big Chill camping tour is priced from $5635pp twin share, land only,
and the ‘Tent to myself’ single occupancy option is $1175 extra.
http://contiki.co.nz/tours/106-the-big-chill

New London hotel for Marriott
Marriott International has acquired the historic Berners Hotel in London. The
hotel, which has been closed since 2006 and was placed in administration in
August, will be renovated over the next 18 - 24 months to become The
London Edition.
The historic Berners Hotel dates back to 1835. The property originally was
comprised of five residential houses and was ultimately converted into a
hotel. The layout includes a basement, ground and seven upper floors, and
incorporates original architectural features, such as ornate ceilings and a
marble-clad reception area.
It is located on Berners Street in
Fitzrovia, an historically bohemian
area that was once home to writers,
including Virginia Woolf and
George Bernard Shaw, but today it
is London’s media and advertising
hub, with its numerous excellent
restaurants, boutiques and galleries
minutes from the hotel. Also
within walking distance of the
British Museum, Theatreland and Soho.
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Exceptional savings in Greek Islands
Greek Island holidays are among the offerings in The
Innovative Travel Co’s early booking savings catalogue.
The Mediterranean specialists are pricing their 7-day Greek
Island Hopping programme from $725pp twin; 10 days now
from $1005pp twin plus an exceptional value for money 14-
day Highlights of the Cyclades tour from $1510pp twin.
 All prices include accommodation with private facilities,
daily breakfast, return fast ferries from Piraeus, Athens
(normal ferries for budget class) and port transfers (arrivals
only on Tourist and Budget classes).  Book and pay by
15DEC10.
Freephone 0508 100111 or info@innovative-travel.com

Returning to New Zealand from London via Paris or
Brussels on Eurostar is cheaper than paying the new
departure tax at London Heathrow airport, according
to Rail Plus.
Rail Plus CEO David Stafford says there would be
“plenty left over for a bowl of moules, frites and
bière” even after adding departure taxes in Paris and
Brussels.
He points out the difference in tax is greater than the
Eurostar fare to both Paris and Brussels.

A royal palace restored to
renaissance splendour
An ambitious £12-million scheme is currently under
way to restore and refurbish the Royal Palace at
Stirling in Scotland.
The Stirling Castle Palace Project, due for completion
in spring 2011, will present the Royal Lodgings as they
might have appeared in Scotland’s Stewart court in the
mid-16th century. An interpretive display on the court
of James V is being created in the palace vaults and a
Renaissance Gallery on the upper floors of the palace
will house the original Stirling Heads, a rare group of
intricately carved oak ceiling medallions depicting
kings, queens, courtiers and mythological creatures.
Costumed interpreters will bring to life the history of
the 16th century to enrich visitors’ enjoyment.
Years of research have been carried out to ensure that
every detail – from the four-poster beds to the heraldic
decorations on the walls and ceilings – will be as
authentic as possible.
Castle highlights include the Great Hall, the largest
banqueting hall ever built in medieval Scotland, the
1594 Chapel Royal, the Great Kitchens renovated to
how they might have looked in the time of King James
IV, Argyll’s Lodging, Scotland’s most splendid and
complete example of a 17th-century townhouse, and
the Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders Regimental
Museum.
Stirling Castle will be open daily 9.30am–5pm (6pm in
summer).
www.stirlingcastle.gov.uk

TOUR PRODUCT

Ibiza Tourist Board has launched a range of
tourism brochures featuring different types of
holiday on the island –  trekking, rural
accommodation, accessible tourism and
gastronomy.
All of them are available to download at
www.ibiza.travel/en/descargas.php

Globus releases 2011 Europe programme
The newly released Globus’ 2011 Europe programme is offering
early bird savings for sales until 15DEC or until sold out of up to
NZ$350 per couple on tours of 16 days or longer. Shorter tours
provide savings of $300 per couple.
Favourable exchange rates mean the coach tour operator has
reduced its 2011 prices by up to 17% across its 65 tours of Europe
and Britain.
Globus marketing manager Australasia Christian Schweitzer says
New Zealand travellers can enjoy a Globus European holiday from
$161 per day, including entry into the key tourist attractions of each
region, the services of a professional host and local guides and
premium accommodation in conveniently located hotels.
New for 2011 is a nine-day Fascinating Israel tour, priced from
NZ$2579*, with highlights that include the site of David’s victory
over Goliath in the Valley of Elah, the Church of the Nativity in
Bethlehem and the Wailing Wall.
*Prices are per person twin share, land-only, subject to availability and conditions

and including early bird discount.

TrekAmerica wins Gold
Adventure World reports that TrekAmerica won Gold last week at
the British Travel Awards for the Best Tour Operator to the USA,
and took Silver in the Best
Special Interest / Adventure Tour
Operator category for the second
year running.
TrekAmerica offers over 45
unique itineraries with year
round departures from 3 to 64
days in length, covering all of
the United States, Canada,
Alaska and Latin America.
For more information on
TrekAmerica call Adventure
World on 0508 496 753 or visit
www.adventureworld.co.nz.
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AVIATION
R-R engine replacement required
Rolls-Royce has told Qantas that it is likely to have to replace
another seven engines on its A380 superjumbo fleet after
inspections found the potential for oil leaks. Qantas has so far
replaced three engines on three separate aircraft since it
grounded its entire A380 fleet 12 days ago.
The Sydney Morning Herald reports that Singapore Airlines is
also believed to have been informed that it will have to
change up to 20 of the Trent 900 engines used on its fleet of
11 A380s, while Lufthansa faces two replacements.
The latest advice from Rolls-Royce means up to 29
replacement engines will have to be found. It confirmed on
Friday that the failure of a ‘’specific component in the turbine
area of the engine’’ on a Qantas A380 on 04NOV shortly after
take-off from Singapore caused an oil fire that led to a turbine
disc exploding.
The big question is where the replacement engines will come
from for the three carriers.  Because the A380 is such new
aircraft, Rolls-Royce and Airbus do not have a ready supply
of the huge Trent 900 engines.

Star – oneworld arm-wrestle looms
LATAM Airlines Group, the new holding company for
Chile-based LAN and Brazil’s TAM has a big decision
ahead. LAN is a member of the oneworld alliance and
TAM is with Star Alliance.
The two carriers initially indicated a status quo until at
least 2012, at which point they would start to consider
potentially selecting a single alliance.
Each of the global alliances says it is preparing for the
battle to secure the powerful merged LAN-TAM.
In the meantime Star is being seen as hedging its bets by
signing Latin American airline groups Avianca-TACA and
Copa as new members. LAN, for its part, is gathering
Colombian carrier Aires into its fold as South American
airline consolidation continues apace.

Members of Etihad Airways cabin crew proudly wear their special “grid girl” uniform at the airline’s
headquarters in Abu Dhabi, ahead of last Sunday’s Formula 1™ Etihad Airways Abu Dhabi Grand Prix.
The 50 cabin crew members had a day off from their usual duties serving on board Etihad aircraft.

TIA, ITOC and other industry leaders have written a
letter to the German Government highlighting their
concerns about the German air travel tax and the
negative impact it will have on operators, particularly
when combined with the high Kiwi dollar, increased
fare prices, and less discretionary income for German
consumers.
The letter will be presented by the NZ Ambassador to
German State Secretary of Finance Werner Gatzer in
Berlin on tomorrow Wednesday 17NOV.

Combined Cathay Pacific and Dragonair traffic figures
for OCT10 show the two airlines carried a total of
2,293,507 passengers – up 14.1% on the same month in
2009. The passenger load factor was 83.2%, a rise of
0.9 percentage points, while capacity for the month,
measured in available seat kilometres (ASKs), was up
by 12.6%. For the year to date, the number of
passengers carried is up 11.2% compared to an ASK rise
of 4.0%.

CRUISE NEWS

Singapore Airlines has extended the sales period for its
Earlybird Fares to UK/Europe for travel in Economy and
Business Class until 13DEC10. Travel must be commenced
on/between 10JAN11 and 31OCT11.

Carnival Splendor’s mid-ocean
drama blogged
Carnival Splendor’s famous (and risqué) cruise director, John
Heald, known around the world by cruise fans for his witty
and outrageous blog, posted a lengthy, startlingly candid
account of the recent crisis. The lengthy, multi-part account
reveals the severity of the situation and the heartening
response from the captain and crew. It also contains hundreds
of responses from followers.
Visit:
http://johnhealdsblog.com/2010/11/12/smoke-on-the-water-part-1/
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Huge party on Queens Wharf to launch Pacific Pearl
… Cont from p1
… attend.  The next day Pacific Pearl departs on her 8-night maiden
voyage to New Caledonia.
Ann Sherry, CEO of Carnival Australia, which operates P&O Cruises
says “We’re very excited to be launching Pacific Pearl in New Zealand.
The ship will make a major contribution to the local economy and we’re
very keen to celebrate her debut by staging a large event for the people
of Auckland.
“It will be a chance for everyone to see the ship and sample some of the
entertainment and food that we offer, while having a great family night
out.”
The celebrations will see triple Olympic medalist Barbara Kendall,
godmother of Pacific Pearl, officially name the ship with the traditional
breaking of a bottle of New Zealand bubbles over the ship’s bow.
The public will also get the chance to sample the exceptional hospitality
available onboard the ship with food stalls at the festival serving cuisine
from Pacific Pearl’s restaurants and cafes, including Luke Mangan’s
Salt Grill.
The menu samples will feature a strong New Zealand flavour, reflecting
P&O Cruises’ commitment to sourcing from local food and wine
suppliers.  These New Zealand components will also be a highlight of
two food and wine themed three-night cruises on Pacific Pearl in
January and May 2011.
Pacific Pearl is currently undergoing a multi-million dollar refit in
Singapore before heading to New Zealand.
Follow the ship’s blog at http://pacificpearl.pocruises.com.au

EBD extended on
World’s Cruise Journeys
World Journeys has extended the deadline for Earlybird
Savings on a selection of its Cruise Journeys to
19NOV10.  Savings of up to $500pp are now available on
the 2011 Grand Mediterranean itineraries; Wonders of the
Ancient World; Best of Northern Europe; Black Sea,
Crimea & Russia; Best of Italy & Croatia; and Best of the
Mediterranean journeys.  Savings vary according to
whether or not frequent flyer miles are accruable and are
subject to availability in applicable airline class.  In
addition to the Journey deposit, a ticket payment which
varies from $2,000 to $2,750 per person must be paid by
19NOV10.  Once ticketed, airline reissue / revalidation /
cancellation penalties apply.  Contact World Journeys
0800 117311 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

P&O Cruises has announced that Oriana, Arcadia
and Adonia will sail as adults-only ships from the
end of November next year. Azura, Ventura, Oceana
and Aurora will remain child-friendly.
Passengers who have already booked a family
holiday on one of the five Oriana cruises scheduled
to sail after the changeover will be offered a
different sailing or their money back.

Polar Savings with Wild Earth
Wild Earth Travel is offering savings on voyages to the
Antarctic and Arctic.
Polar Star has just released a new range of specials and
discounts for remaining berths in Antarctica this
summer, with savings up to 35% for a cabin with
private facilities and picture windows.
In the north the just-released Atlantic Odyssey voyage
aboard the MV Plancius (above) from Aberdeen to
Longyearbyen, featuring the Scottish Islands, Faroes,
Jan Mayen and Spitsbergen, is discounted by 30% and
priced from US$1435. info@wildearth-travel.com

 7 nights
Athens - Istanbul & vv

from NZ$4999
per person share twin based on Category

B 06,13,20,27AUG11 sailings including
port charges, Govt taxes and fees, all

onboard meals and entertainment

Athens, Mykonos, Santorini, Rhodes, Bodrum,
Kusadasi, at sea, Istanbul and vv

Tel: 09-444 2298

Fax:09-442 4228
CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITE

 Wind Spirit
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GREEN MATTERS

Royal Caribbean International’s newest
cruise ship, Allure of the Seas, received a
warm welcome off the Florida coast
from more than 8,000 guests and crew
members aboard sister-ship Oasis of
the Seas last Saturday.
Hundreds of green-fingered gardeners
will flock onto Allure over the coming
weeks as they fill her “Central Park
neighbourhood” with 12,000 plants.
The official naming of the ship, which
can host 6,200 guests, will take place on
28NOV on an inaugural one-night
charity cruise.
The inaugural activities and events can
be followed via webisodes at
www.allureoftheseas.com

Cathay Pacific, Dragonair source new carbon offsets
Cathay Pacific Airways and sister airline
Dragonair have announced the purchase of
30,000 tonnes of carbon-emission reductions
from carbon offset provider, Climate Action for
the airlines’ FLY greener offset programme.
Both airlines regularly add to their inventory of
carbon offsets as the previous year’s supply is
retired and this is the third time new offsets have
been purchased since the programme was
launched in 2007. Cathay Pacific and Dragonair
were the first Asian airlines to introduce a
carbon offset programme, offering the offsets on
a no-profit basis to passengers wishing to offset
their carbon emissions.
The new project portfolio consists of a set of 95
small “run-of-river” hydropower stations in
Chongqing, Guizhou, Sichuan, and Yunnan
provinces that link the electricity generated into

the Pearl River Delta region; a group of 23
wind turbines in Shandong; and a “run-of-
river” hydropower project in the Pearl River
Delta region of Guangdong – the first time
the airlines have collaborated on a project in
Hong Kong’s neighbouring province.
All three projects have been verified in
accordance with the Voluntary Carbon
Standard, an internationally accepted carbon
standard, and were rigorously vetted to
ensure they produce real, quantifiable and
permanent reductions in carbon emissions.
Apart from their carbon reductions, the
projects were chosen for added social and
environmental benefits such as reducing
local air pollution, enhancing the
productivity of local farms, and providing
power and jobs to local communities.

Cathay Pacific is one of the few airlines in
the Asian report to produce an annual
Sustainable Development report and the
airline received an A+ Global Reporting
initiative for its 2009 report.
FLY greener is a voluntary scheme that
provides passengers the opportunity to
offset the carbon emissions attributable to
their journey. Achievements to date include:
• A total 80,000 tonnes of CO2 offset

through the programme since its launch
• In addition to individual passengers,

companies based in Hong Kong,
Mainland China and Taiwan have
participated in the programme

• Since FLY greener’s launch, Cathay
Pacific and Dragonair have offset staff
travel amounting to 38,700 tonnes of
CO2.
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