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Do you want to work for the 
Destination Experts? 

Are you passionate about Exotic 
& Unique Destinations?

 
We are seeking a full time sales 

executive with enthusiasm & ideas to 
burn. The ideal candidate will be 
focused on developing existing & 
new business, proven ability to 

exceed sales targets, is confident & 
has excellent communication skills. 

Previous sales experience is crucial.
 

Being well-travelled with knowledge 
of our unique product is a must for 

this role. This role requires domestic 
& international travel as well as 

occasional evening & weekend work 
so some flexibility is essential.   

For the right candidate we offer an 
attractive package including a 

company phone, laptop and car. 
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ARROWTOWN

Samoa’s flight rescue offer “too late”
The Samoa Observer News quotes an investigation by the Sunday
Samoan in which an unnamed source close to the negotiations
accuses Air New Zealand of dumping Samoa and Tonga after a
multi-million-tala proposal made to save the Apia-to-Los Angeles
flight was deemed to be “too late.”
It says documents obtained by the Sunday Samoan reveal Samoa and
Tonga, partners on the once-weekly direct flight to the US, were
joined by the private sector to make a T$6.4million (NZ$4m)
subsidy offer plus the payment of further losses to keep the flight on
the air, days after the decision was made to cancel it.
Samoa’s Deputy PM and Minister of Tourism, Misa Telefoni
declined to comment to the paper, citing a confidentiality agreement
which binds them to only provide a press release agreed to by Air
New Zealand, Tonga and Samoa. (see TM 26OCT)
The press release, issued on 20OCT, said the termination at the end
of January 2011 results from a decision by the Kingdom of Tonga to
activate the termination clause because it was unwilling to continue
to help fund any continuing losses.
The loss of the US flight is seen by key tourism industry players as
detrimental, with Sose Annandale, general manager of Sinalei Reef
Resort, quoted as saying the decision was disappointing.
“The USA market holds promising potential for us and we have made a
considerable investment over the years to develop it.     .....  Cont p6

Sick Web strategy?
Is your website unwell?

Contact the web doctor

Les Probert @epromotionz
PH 021 283 3773

 les@epromotionz.co.nz
www.epromotionz.co.nz

- Feeling neglected and unloved?
- Tired and dull?
- Lacking visitors?
- In need of a tonic?

Click here for a
free report

Ten Best Web
Promotion Hints
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We’ve been BUZZed and have a rare opportunity for an industry 

professional to join The Christchurch Club. As the first gentleman’s club 

in New Zealand to allow female members, the Christchurch Club is both 

progressive and conservative. 

Established in 1856, the Christchurch Club has a long standing reputation 

as a home away from home for its members whilst maintaining the highest 

levels of hospitality and services. We now seek a seasoned General 

Manager to protect the culture and integrity of the club and take the club 

to the next level for its discerning members. 

The General Manager will lead and inspire a small team of industry 

professionals to exceed members expectations on a daily basis. A warm 

and empathetic leader, you will understand the definition of hospitality and 

how to deliver exceptional service at all times. Reporting to the President of 

The Christchurch Club, you will be an active member on all sub-committees 

to ensure the club meets its commitment to its members. You would be 

involved in all aspects of the business including hospitality, accommodation, 

marketing and HR. This is an opportunity to bring this highly prestigious club 

to the next level.

To be successful in this exclusive organisation, you will have notched up 

several years experience in the lodge, club or resort scene and a minimum 

10 years frontline hospitality experience. It is also expected the incumbent 

will be well versed in public speaking and have a high level of IT skills. If you 

are a strong leader with impeccable standards and a proven track record 

we encourage you to apply. Please apply online with your CV and covering 

letter attention to Ben Crossen.

Apply online at: www.buzzrecruitment.co.nz 
Applications close 24th of November at 5pm

Contact  

Ben Crossen

on 03 351 0441

GENERAL MANAGERNEW ZEALAND
Locals urged to support
freedom camping efforts
Communities are being encouraged to back national
efforts to better manage freedom camping in their areas
this summer.
The New Zealand Freedom Camping Forum is working
with communities around the country in an effort to
maximise the opportunities that vehicle-based camping
brings, while minimising problems.
“The Forum has developed a strong campaign at the
national level but better management of freedom
camping will only be successful when communities and
councils work together to build on that campaign,”
Forum chairman and Tourism Industry Association (TIA)
advocacy manager Geoff Ensor says.
“The Forum firmly believes that each community must
manage camping in consultation with all interested
parties. Because camping rules vary around the country,
we all need to ensure that visitors have good agreed
information about where they are allowed to camp.”
Mr Ensor is addressing a series of 18 community
meetings around the country, providing updates on the
national Where Can I Camp? campaign
(www.camping.org.nz) and advising on how local groups
can build on that work. He has also been encouraging
communities to work with neighbouring regions, to
achieve a strong consistent approach to freedom
camping.
As a result of agreements by the Forum, the majority of
campervan rental operators are now strongly
recommending that their clients stay in holiday parks,
DOC camping areas or other designated camping areas.
Similar messages are included in the latest Lonely Planet
and Rough Guides New Zealand editions.
The New Zealand Motor Caravan Association,
representing more than 20,000 private vehicles, has also
been encouraging its members to camp responsibly.

Robertsons keen to buy Eichardt’s
The long-term lease and boutique visitor accommodation business
within Queenstown’s historic Eichardt’s Private Hotel looks set to be
bought by American billionaire Julian Robertson.
Highland Resorts Ltd co-director Stephen Fisher, of Auckland, has
told the Otago Daily Times he and his partners were completing due
diligence with the Robertson family.
Fisher told the paper they had a conditional agreement and that there
are other interested parties should this sale not proceed.
Julian Robertson co-founded the world’s largest hedge fund and is
well known here for his development of the Kauri Cliffs and Cape
Kidnappers golf resorts and the Te Awa and Dry River wineries. He
recently re-opened the exclusive Matakauri Lodge, near
Queenstown, which he bought a year ago. His son Jay manages the
family’s stable of lodges and hotels in New Zealand.
Highland Resorts also owns the Branches Station and reportedly will
in future focus on the high-country property.

Rotorua enlists Tony Marks
Tony Marks, the first chief executive of Pacific Blue Airlines and a
former Air New Zealand executive, is to chair Rotorua’s new
tourism committee.
The new standing committee will replace the Tourism Advisory
Board as Rotorua District Council’s adviser on tourism issues and
driver of the thermal resort’s tourism marketing programme.
Mr Marks is on the board of a number of tourism-related companies
and holds an honours degree from Harvard University.
The Rotorua Daily Post says the city had been seeking the best
possible person in the country for the job - someone with the right
corporate and boardroom experience, a wide knowledge of the
visitor industry, an understanding of international markets and
extensive, worldwide business networks.
Equally important was to avoid any possible conflicts of interest by
recruiting an ‘independent’ chairman, not directly involved in the
local industry.

Kiwi inventor Glenn Martin is reported to be looking for an

investor with $2m to help launch solo flights of his Jetpack as

NZ’s latest adrenaline adventure, and is eyeing Queenstown as

the obvious place to set up an operation.

http://www.travelcomfortable.com/
http://francistravelmarketing.cruisefactory.net/pdf/322266/2010%202011%20Asia.pdf
http://www.thailand.net.au
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=654
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=654
http://www.jewelinthesouthpacific.com
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=656
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=656
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=656
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=656
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=648
http://www.newzealandtourguides.co.nz/||
http://www.buzzrecruitment.co.nz/
http://www.travelcomfortable.com/
http://francistravelmarketing.cruisefactory.net/pdf/322266/2010%202011%20Asia.pdf
http://www.thailand.net.au
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=654
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=654
http://www.jewelinthesouthpacific.com
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=656
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=648
http://www.newzealandtourguides.co.nz/||


20101109                              www.travelmemo.co.nzPage 3

New Zealand Holiday Card launched
A new tourism product, a $39 NZ Holiday Card, was
launched in Auckland on Wednesday with the first card
purchased by Dennis Schoenveldt from Germany, at
one of the many outlets selling them.
The card gave the visitor a phone card, internet access,
and a SIM card, all from one outlet along with easy to
use instructions. He said he was excited to be
holidaying in New Zealand and was looking forward to
using many of the discounts and special offers also
included in the NZ Holiday Card pack.
The Card includes a $10 TelstraClear phone card, 30
minutes free Internet access from the Internet Access
Company at any of 290 kiosks and hotspots around
New Zealand and a 2 Degrees mobile SIM Card. There
are other offers including discounts at Kodak Express,
$50 Sunglass Hut voucher and over $2000 worth of
discounts and offers from tourist attractions, activities,
accommodation, rental car and campervan hire
companies. Purchasers can also enter the photo
competition and have a chance to win back their
airfare to New Zealand.
Visit www.nzholidaycard.co.nz and for reseller
enquiries email elsbeth@newzealandholidaycard.co.nz

Haast celebrates 50th anniv of Pass
Haast residents last weekend celebrated the 50th
anniversary of the opening of the Haast Pass road to Otago.
A highlight of the day was a flyover by a DH89 Dominie,
owned by the Croydon Aircraft Trust at Mandeville.
The Otago Daily Times reports that, before the road
opening, the isolated South Westland community had relied
on aircraft such as the Dominie and others to bring supplies,
transport the doctor, dentist and post, take children to
boarding school, or deliver pregnant women to hospital.
Westland Mayor Maureen Pugh opened the celebrations by
reading a speech from a lectern used by Sir Keith Holyoake
when he opened the final link to Fox Glacier in 1965.

Queenstown cleans up
at the Golden Backpacker Awards
Queenstown flew the flag for New Zealand at the Golden Backpacker
Awards last week by scooping for the nation all the major gongs - for
adventure, accommodation and nightlife.
The Golden Backpacker Awards is Australia and New Zealand’s only
dedicated awards program for the independent travel sector.  Run by
TNT Magazine and Thumbrella it is an international campaign which
gathers votes from consumers in more than 30 categories. This year a
total of 19,539 votes were cast with voting conducted exclusively
online for the first time.
Shotover Canyon Swing, Nomads Queenstown Backpackers and The
World Bar each picked up one of the prestigious consumer-voted
awards at the gala dinner, making Queenstown the star of New
Zealand tourism.  The only other New Zealand operation to pick up
an award was Tamaki Maori Village Rotorua as Best Indigenous
Cultural Experience.
Shotover Canyon Swing won Best Activity in New Zealand for the
third time in the competition’s four year history, while The World Bar
won Best Bar in New Zealand also for the third time. Nomads
Queenstown won Best Backpackers as its very first major award since
opening just over a year ago.

Toasting their success lakeside in Queenstown (L-R): The World Bar
marketing mgr Gary Livesey, The World Bar gen mgr Morgan
Moore, Shotover Canyon Swing sales mgr Claire Stewart and
Nomad Queenstown Backpackers travel mgr Andre Broughton.

Ocean Adventure –
high speed to the Hole in the Rock

Among the new Explore NZ products being offered in the
Bay of Islands this summer is Dolphin Discoveries’ Ocean
Extreme, a fast RIB, designed specifically to speed through
open water and go offshore jumping waves for an
unforgettable experience.
The experience begins at Otehei Bay where your clients
board Ocean Extreme for a one-hour round trip journey out
to the ‘Hole in the Rock’.
This new product allows travellers with limited time to
combine experiences during their Bay of Islands stay. They
can do a Dolphin Discoveries Swim the Dolphins cruise or
even Lion New Zealand – Ultimate Day Sail in the Bay,
while still being able to visit the famous Cape Brett ‘Hole
in the Rock’ without having to board a separate cruise from
Paihia or Russell.
Those wanting to do the Ocean Adventure from Paihia/
Russell can board Dolphin Discovery V and travel through
the inner islands of the Bay of Islands. They then spend
time ashore at Otehei Bay before boarding Ocean Extreme.
Ocean Extreme has unrivalled pedigree, having originally
been built to service offshore oil rigs and for research and
rescue. It was then used as a chase boat for ENZA, the late
Sir Peter Blake’s famous record breaking Jules Verne
(round the world non-stop) sailing catamaran, and for
America’s Cup campaigns.
For more info call Dominik on 09 965 1941,
dominik@explorenz.co.nz
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CRUISE SPECIALIST SALES
Island Escape Cruises is seeking a dedicated and results orientated cruise specialist

sales executive.

www.islandescape.co.nz

With a passion for small ship luxury cruising the right applicant will be required to

increase sales and brand awareness with travel agents, tour wholesalers,

corporations, group and incentive specialists for the company throughout New

Zealand.

Based at Princess Wharf in Auckland we are looking for a mature minded sales

manager who has the ability to be organised and focused on the company’s

objectives and is willing to go out and get business.

To be successful you must be able to demonstrate the following:

Prior sales experience.

Demonstrated experience in growing existing business.

Experience in developing and implementing strategic sales plans aligned to

business objectives.

A willingness to travel throughout New Zealand to achieve revenue generation

targets.

An ability to build strong beneficial relationships.

Strong written and verbal communication skills.

A desire to meet the demands of the business.

Knowledge of corporate, conference and leisure markets.

For the right applicant we are offering a package commensurate on the applicants

experience and ability. We would consider part time applicants if they demonstrate

they have the above criteria.

If you have that passion for luxury cruising and feel you are able to assist Island

Escape Cruises grow in the New Zealand market then please send your written

application only by e-mail to Peter Bissett

Island Escape Cruises Ltd

10/22 Quay Street

Princess Wharf, Auckland.

E-Mail: peter@islandescape.co.nz
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Dolphin Discoveries
– Day Discovery
Starting 01DEC, your clients can
explore the most historically significant
places in the Bay of Islands onboard the
Day Discovery full day cruise. This is
the most comprehensive boat cruise
recounting the history, culture and
beauty that makes up the Bay of Islands.
The Day Discovery includes:
• Retrace the path of the first settlers
while listening to their fascinating
stories and get a sense of why conflict
ensued with the local Maori
• View Marsden Cross and Rangihoua
Pa
• Explore the Kerikeri River and visit
the Kerikeri Basin (UNESCO World
Heritage status pending)
• Take a guided tour of the historic
Stone Store and Kemp House
• Relax in Russell with a freshly
prepared lunch box
• Island stop at Otehei Bay,
Urupukapuka Island with a guided
cultural experience
They can immerse themselves in the
spectacular scenery of the Bay of
Islands with the highlights of the
Discover the Bay cruise with dolphin
viewing and a visit to the Hole in the
Rock.
Travel is on the Dolphin Discoveries
yellow and black biofuel powered
catamarans. Discovery III will be used
to navigate the difficult waters of the
Kerikeri River, and transfers will be
made to high-speed Discovery V at
Russell.

Save these dates ...
Details of two of the tourism industry’s major
annual events have been released by the Inbound
Tour Operators Council (ITOC).
New Zealand Inbound Tourism Symposium
Registrations have opened for ITOC’s annual New
Zealand Inbound Tourism Symposium, to be held at
the Rendezvous Hotel, Auckland, at 3pm on
08DEC10. It will be followed by a social networking
event at the Voyager National Maritime Museum.
“This event has been held each December in
Auckland for many years and under several guises.
This year we have given it a new name, the New
Zealand Inbound Tourism Symposium, to give it a
clearer definition and business focus,” says ITOC
chief executive Paul Yeo.
The Symposium will include a number of guest
speakers and panel discussions on the state of the
tourism industry.  Full details and registration
information are available at www.itoc.org.nz
Non-ITOC members are also welcome to attend.
2011 New Zealand Inbound Tourism Conference
To be held 15-17AUG11 at the Sebel Trinity Wharf
in Tauranga. Recognised as NZ’s largest annual
tourism conference, it attracts up to 250 tourism
leaders from here and overseas.  Delegates include
tour operators who collectively handle most of
NZ’s packaged and group holiday visitor arrivals,
making the conference a valuable opportunity to
showcase the host region to the tourism industry.
While the conference remains the major annual
event for ITOC members, it is also open to non-
members from the wider tourism industry.
Registrations open in mid-2011 but accommodation
bookings are available at a number of participating
hotels in both Tauranga and Mount Maunganui.
Visit www.itoc.org.nz for booking details, a
preliminary programme and general information on
the conference.
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AUSTRALIA
Emirates seeks Aust Open naming rights
A bidding war for sponsorship of the Australian Open is
breaking out, with Emirates Airline moving to secure the
naming rights to the tennis tournament.
Emirates executives, in the Victorian capital last week for the
Melbourne Cup, told The Age the airline wanted to secure
major sponsorship of the Open.
Boutros Boutros, senior vice-president of communications for
Dubai-based Emirates, said the airline was open to
negotiations with Tennis Australia.
Problem is, Korean car manufacturer Kia is the major partner
of the Open until 2013, after signing an extension worth an
estimated A$36 million in 2008. In addition, V Australia is the
official airline partner until 2013.
Tennis Australia commercial director Steve Ayles said he was
happy to speak with Emirates, but a deal would be difficult.
Mr Boutros reportedly said Emirates had no interest in
second-tier sponsorship.

Golden Chain attracts Kiwis
Kiwis heading to Melbourne to catch all the fun of the current
Spring Racing Carnival and the Australian Golf Open next
week are taking the opportunity to explore Victoria -
Australia’s Garden State, by self drive and this has led to a
flush of bookings for the Golden Chain Australia Motel Pass,
launched earlier this year.
“With driving distances more like what Kiwis are used to,
Victoria offers a myriad of attractions,” says Golden Chain
general manager, Kevin Gough.  “The Great Ocean Road with
its monolithic 12 Apostles, presents one of the world’s great
seascapes – the splendour of Halls Gap and the world beating
vineyards of the Yarra Valley, Mornington Peninsula and
Macedon Ranges are all comfortable drives that can all be
taken in within a few days touring from Melbourne,” he adds.
“There are 38 great Aussie Motor Inns awaiting clients in
Victoria in the program, which is available in three value tiers
- Blue, Green and Gold, with cash upgrades simply available
on a prebook or open voucher basis. The passes represent
great value for clients and are available through your
preferred wholesaler or call Golden Chain NZ on 0800 804-
653 for help.
“Kiwis will love the quality and value of Golden Chain Motor
Inns – ‘all Australian all over Australia’,” says Mr Gough.

New Wine Regions of Victoria
guide, iPhone app
Tourism Victoria has launched the newest edition of its
official Wine Regions of Victoria guide and, for the first
time, it will also be available in iPhone app format.
The Wine Regions of Victoria app - to be released
shortly - provides information about Victoria’s 22 wine
regions and more than 240 wineries to wine lovers’
fingertips anywhere, anytime.
With enhanced mapping functionality, the new app will
make any trip to Victoria’s wine regions even easier and
more pleasurable.
Other app features include instant access to winery
contact details; a ‘nearest winery’ locator; an itinerary
planner, and a list builder for favourite wineries and
tasting notes.
The Wine Regions of Victoria iPhone app will be
available for free download from iTunes.

Save on Victoria’s regional wine and food
A new wine and food initiative launched by the Royal
Automobile Club of Victoria (RACV) and VisitVineyards.com
is offering tempting reasons to visit regional Victoria.
The RACV Regional Wine and Food Program gives more
than two million local drivers, as well as more than 115
million members of AAA international, access to discounts at
a number of Victorian wineries, winery restaurants, gourmet
food producers and craft breweries around the state.
Many wineries are offering 20% off wine at their cellar door,
while food producers, micro-breweries and winery restaurants
are also offering discounts worth travelling for.
www.racv.VisitVineyards.com

Lady Elliot Island tours
Scenic flights to Lady Elliot Island depart daily from
Coolangatta giving visitors to the Gold Coast access to one of
Australia’s geographic marvels.
Lady Elliot is a true coral cay island located at the southern
tip of the Great Barrier Reef, north of Fraser Island. The
island is regarded as one of the best snorkelling and diving
locations on the Great Barrier Reef and is famous for its
unspoilt coral reef and amazing array of spectacular marine
life.
Guests can tour the reef in a glass bottom boat, snorkel to
experience the wonders of the reef, learn to scuba dive, take a
guided reef walk, enjoy a range of guided activities or simply
relax on a deserted beach. With exceptionally clear water year
round, visitors will discover a diverse range of coral and
colourful fish, and they might even encounter turtles, dolphins
and our resident Manta Rays. Enjoy a day-trip or stay for a
few days to explore this amazing marine ecosystem. Upon
arrival on Lady Elliot Island, the guide will take guests on a
brief orientation tour of the island and escort them to the Day
Guest facilities where they will collect their snorkel
equipment before joining the glass-bottom boat & guided
snorkel tour. A hot & cold buffet lunch is served in the
restaurant and includes a choice of wine, beer and soft drink.
After lunch guests may join a guided tour on the island or
enjoy the afternoon at leisure. At 2.00pm guests depart on a
scenic flight back to the Gold Coast. Tour concludes at approx
4.00pm and guests will be transferred back to their hotel.
www.ladyelliot.com.au

Brisbane Inside Out
Brisbane Marketing – Brisbane’s economic development
agency – has unveiled Brisbane Inside Out Guide as its new
communication tool to influence tourism activities and
experiences across the greater Brisbane region for both
residents and visitors.
In addition to producing 200,000 print copies of Brisbane
Inside Out, the guide will also be available to download at
www.visitbrisbane.com.au
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SOUTH PACIFIC
Samoa’s flight rescue offer “too late”
…Cont from p1
Air NZ’s decision to pull the service is obviously a
commercial one that has been debated with our officials over
some time. Why these negotiations and discussions have
failed, is not known to us.”
Ms Annandale said the Los Angeles flight was Samoa’s only
direct link to Northern Hemisphere markets so the impact is
considerable.
CEO of Samoa Hotels Association, Nynette Sass is quoted as
saying Samoa will become less attractive and urges the
Samoan government to keep negotiating with the New
Zealand government and the airline.
“Much has been invested in trying to capture some of the
Northern Hemisphere visitors to include some of the Pacific
Islands in their travels,” she told the paper. “It would be a
shame to see this effort go down the gurgler.”
Samoa Observer News had so far not received a response to
questions emailed to Air New Zealand’s Pacific Manager,
Peter Walsh and its CEO Rob Fyfe.

Vanuatu Tourism
Office launches
brand campaign
in New Zealand

The Vanuatu Tourism Office has soft-launched its first ever
dedicated global brand campaign in New Zealand, its
second largest market.
With new, vibrant imagery, a colour palette of bold reds and
oranges and the catchy yet profound tagline ‘Discover what
matters’ the campaign aims to differentiate Vanuatu from
other South Pacific destinations.
Soft adventure is the central theme in the new campaign
with a move away from traditional images of picture perfect
white sandy beaches in favour of authentic imagery
portraying Vanuatu’s diversity of product and local culture.
Vanuatu Tourism Office general manager Annie Niatu says
that it is significant that the industry in Vanuatu is taking the
lead on promoting new experiences that are authentic and
unique to the country.
“The Vanuatu Tourism Office and the industry in Vanuatu
see the potential to attract New Zealanders through nature-

based, soft adventure activities and authentic cultural
experiences,” Annie said.
”The Vanuatu Tourism Office is excited to lead such a
strong brand campaign which appeals to New Zealand
travellers, this campaign is a significant promotional
activity, geared specifically toward those aged between 25-
35 and 50-65.”
Valued at NZ$100,000, the brand campaign creative will be
featured in magazines, weekend newspaper inserts, outdoor
advertising and online advertising into 2011. A website ‘re-
skin’ completes the brand revamp injecting a fresh new look
and feel for online visitors. The brand campaign will
continue well into and beyond 2011 with an additional
budget yet to be announced.
The Vanuatu Tourism Office has allocated an additional
NZ$40K toward co-op advertising in New Zealand.
To view the new-look website, visit vanuatu.travel

Exceptional Vanuatu value
Iririki Island Resort & Spa and Grand Hotel &
Casino Vanuatu are both currently offering
reduced rates of up to 40% off normal prices.
This applies to all room grades at Grand Hotel
and the Fares and Deluxe Rooms at Iririki and
represents exceptional value for money, given
that return airport transfers and breakfasts are
included. Guests may use the facilities at each
property and charge back to their rooms for
food, beverage and spa treatments.

Family cruise Xmas availability
Captain Cook Cruises Reef Endeavour Fiji has family cruise
packages still available in family cabins for sales to 30NOV10
and travel to 31MAR11- with space still available for
Christmas Day departure 25DEC.
3 nights from F$2716 total
4 nights from F$3612 total
7 nights from F$5912 total

Applies to 2 adults and 2
children 3-17 years
sharing same cabin and
includes all meals and
activities excluding Dive
and Senikai Spa, and transfers to/from most Nadi and Denarau
hotels to Pt Denarau.
Wholesalers have details. Valid for sales to 30NOV10 and travel to 31MAR11.
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Stay pay deal at Manava Suite Resort
Stay 5 nights at the Manava Suite Resort, Tahiti and pay for 4
nights, meaning it is now priced from $545pp for 5 nights,
including return airport transfers and accommodation in a
standard room. For sales and travel until 31MAR11.
The Manava Suite Resort offers travellers contemporary
amenities and all the comforts of home. Resort facilities
include a restaurant and two bars, an infinity swimming pool,
fitness centre and Manea Spa.
Call Adventure World on 0508 496 753 or visit
www.adventureworld.co.nz.

ASIA
Disney, Shanghai agree on park JV
Just days after Shanghai closed the gates on its World Expo,
Associated Press reports it is setting its sights on a Disney
theme park.
Walt Disney Co. and the city government have reportedly
agreed on plans for a US$3.6 billion joint venture to manage
the project, expected to cover 4 sq km out of a total 20 sq km
for the entire resort, the city government said Friday in a
statement.
Plans call for the theme park to be a “strong international
tourism resort,” with a pleasant, low-carbon environment, the
city said.
Disney has said the Shanghai resort will include a “Magic
Kingdom-style theme park with characteristics tailored to the
Shanghai region.”

The Hong Kong Tourism Board reports a total
of 2,728,107 visitor arrivals to Hong Kong in
SEP10, 21% more than SEP09. Cumulatively,
arrivals in the first three-quarters of 2010
reached 26.2 million, up 24% on last year.
New Zealand numbers were 10,242 (+9.5%) for
the month, and 79,781 (+6.6%) cumulatively.

Vietnam & Cambodia Discovery
Adventure World’s top selling tour, the 13-day / 12-night
Vietnam & Cambodia Discovery is priced from $2896pp share
twin. This private tour takes in all the sights of Hanoi, sails in
the scenic waters of Halong Bay, soaks up the sense of
tradition in Hoi An, explores the impressive Cu Chi Tunnels
and discovers Angkor Wat in all its glory.
This tour is featured in the newly released 2011 Adventure
World Vietnam brochure.
Call 0508 496 753 or visit www.adventureworld.co.nz.

THE AMERICASFlavours of Vietnam
They says the best way to explore a country is through
discovering its food.
Adventure World’s 8-day / 7-night Flavours of Vietnam,
priced from $1523pp share twin, is a private tour that takes
travellers on a culinary odyssey, sampling the royal cuisine
of Vietnam’s last emperors with the hearty staple dishes of
the country today, including cookery classes for a hands-on
experience.
Price includes 4 star accommodation, meals, domestic
airfares, transfers, selected sightseeing including entrance
fees and an English speaking guide. Tour departs from
Hanoi, Mon–Fri for Saigon and can be done in reverse.
For more information on Vietnam contact Adventure World
on 0508 496 753 or visit www.adventureworld.co.nz.

Rocky Mountaineer 2011
World Journeys has just released copies of the 2011 Rocky
Mountaineer brochure, and says it’s looking better than ever.
Now with four different routes, it is easy to add a Rocky
Mountaineer experience to any Canadian itinerary.  First
Passage to the West is the most popular trip, from Vancouver
to Kamloops, Banff and Calgary. Journey through the
Clouds travels from Vancouver to Kamloops and Jasper, and
the Whistler Sea to Sky Climb takes a route from Vancouver
to Whistler.  The newest rail journey, the Rainforest to Gold
Rush, travels through pristine and rarely seen wilderness from
Whistler to Quesnel and Jasper.
An extended range of vacations in the brochure includes
further touring by VIA Rail and/or Holland America Line
cruising and Self-Drive to create seamless and comprehensive
Canadian itineraries.
World Journeys Director Kim Houston says: “The brochure
for 2011 has been completely redesigned and is simply
stunning, easy to follow, and has some wonderful touches
such as a little inserted menu, and a Field Guide to local
wildlife.
“If you have a look through the Field Guide there is a very
‘interesting’ inclusion to watch out for on the last page....
There are also very helpful icons to help you establish which
packages include, for example, a Helicopter Tour, VIA Rail,
or a Wine Tour.”
World Journeys reminds agents that the Rocky Mountaineer
Earlybird Credit of CAD$1400 per couple on selected
packages expires 30NOV10.
Call 0800 117311 or email info@worldjourneys.co.nz
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Dahabiya & Desert

The greening of the UAE
In a massive national campaign that aims to
preserve the environment and expand the region’s
green areas, an environmental group in the United
Arab Emirates has planted over two million trees.
The Emirates Environmental Group said its
‘Million Tree Campaign’, which has successfully
planted the trees in less than four years, is part of
a large-scale conversion plan to change parts of
the desert into ‘green gardens’.
The group is working on how to encourage
planting of indigenous trees, those that are well
adapted to the harsh desert conditions, high
temperature and water scarcity, in addition to the
salinity of the soil.

Page 8

Save $300pp on McKinley Explorer
Save $300pp when you book the 6-day / 5-night McKinley Explorer – now
priced from $1545pp. Experience a memorable rail journey through Alaska’s
spectacular heartland. Departing Anchorage, the tour with Gray Line of
Alaska spotlights the good life in America’s Last Frontier.
Highlights of this package include travel by domed railcar, spectacular
Mount McKinley views, a Tundra Wilderness Tour and a Fairbanks Gold
Rush Tour.
Price includes five nights accommodation, rail travel from Anchorage to
Denali and Denali to Fairbanks; all transfers, a Tundra Wilderness Tour, a
Gold Dredge No.8 Tour and some meals.
Must be booked before 31DEC10.
Call Adventure World on 0508 496 753 or visit www.adventureworld.co.nz.

Calgary Stampede 2011

Patagonian Eco-Retreat
World Journeys is promoting a 3-night package at The Cliffs
Preserve, an eco-luxury retreat and private preserve on the
coast of Patagonia, Chile.  Priced from $2,030pp share twin,
this includes 3 nights in a Cliffs Villa Suite, transfers, all
meals and drinks, guided activities, one relaxing massage per
person, sauna and steam baths, and a wood-fired hot tub in
each villa. Activities, all of which are included in the price,
include trekking, kayaking, horse riding, sport-fishing, rafting,
and cultural heritage excursions.  Price quoted is valid for
bookings made prior to 01DEC10 for travel 01-13DEC10 and
02JAN-31MAR11.  Contact World Journeys 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Experience the fever that holds Calgary in its grip during the annual
Calgary Exhibition and Stampede, universally acclaimed as “The
Greatest Outdoor Show on Earth”.
Held 07-16JUL11, the Stampede showcases the best in rodeo with
numerous events, exhibits and diverse entertainment including live
music, agricultural shows, chuck wagon racing and a casino.
Adventure World’s 3-day / 2-night Calgary Stampede package is
priced from $585pp and includes 3 star accommodation, rail
transport and admission to the Stampede grounds, rodeo,
chuckwagon races and stage show.

Travellers can experience the Stampede in luxury. Adventure
World’s 4-day / 3-nights Calgary Stampede Luxury Package is
priced from $1518pp and includes 5 star accommodation at the
Fairmont Palliser, Sky-ride over Stampede Park, Rail Transit Pass,
airport taxi transfers, admission to afternoon rodeo (Platinum-level
seating), evening chuck wagon races (Gold-level seating),
grandstand show (Gold-level seating), 2 day admission to Stampede
grounds, souvenir golf shirt and a fabric carry bag.
For more information call 0508 496 753 or visit
www.adventureworld.co.nz.

AFRICA / MIDDLE EAST

Gecko’s Go Ape Sale in Africa
The deal, for bookings made 01-30NOV10
inclusive:
10% off all Gecko’s Africa tours for travel by
30APR11
15% off all Gecko’s Africa tours for travel from
01MAY11
Plus past clients can add their 5% or 10% loyalty
discount to the above Gecko’s discounts – so up
to 25% discount for your client.
The deal applies to all Gecko’s Africa tours,
including West Africa and trip extensions.

Grab an Egyptian Deal
Exotic Holidays has extended its special 5%
early bird saving on all Egypt tour programs.
Must book and deposit by 20DEC10 to save
5% on travel until 30SEP11.
Email info@exoticholidays.co.nz or phone
0508 EXOTIC.
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The Ferrari World Abu Dhabi theme park, the first
attraction of its kind in the Middle East, has soft-
opened with a range of unique and thrilling
attractions including Formula Rossa, one of the
world’s fastest roller coasters, and Speed of Magic,
the region’s first four dimensional fantasy ride.
The park’s grand opening is on 30NOV.
Adult ticket prices start at AED225 and provide for
unlimited use of rides and attractions in the park.

Laze away the days at Le Touessrok
on Mauritius

Makutsi Safari Springs package
Between the Drakensberg Mountains and the Kruger National
Park on the banks of the Makutsi River, lies Makutsi Safari
Springs. Adventure World’s top selling 7-day / 6-night
package enables travellers to see the Big Five, explore the
panoramic Blyde River Canyon and visit a Tribal village.
Price from $1995pp, this family friendly independent tour
includes six nights’ accommodation staying at Makutsi,
selected meals, sightseeing, entrance fees and transportation.
Call Adventure World on 0508 496 753 or visit
www.adventureworld.co.nz.

Legend Golf & Safari Resort
Package
Experience a stay at Legend Golf &
Safari Resort with Adventure World.
This 3-day / 2-night package is priced
from $546pp and includes 5 star
accommodation and breakfast daily.
Set on the 22,000ha Entabeni Safari
Conservancy, the uniqueness of the resort
lies in its Extreme 19th Hole.
Perched high above on Hanglip
Mountain, the hole is the longest Par 3 in
the world, and is accessible only by
helicopter.
Your clients can put their skills to the test
and tee off from the edge of the mountain
to hit the 19th some 400m below at the
bottom of the cliff, because a hole-in-one
nabs the lucky golfer a cool US$1
million.
For more information on packages to
Africa contact Adventure World on 0508
496 753 or visit
www.adventureworld.co.nz.

Adventure World is offering a special discount saving of
$2280 per couple at Le Touessrok resort on Mauritius. This 6-
day / 5-night package is now priced from $6950 per couple
and includes accommodation in a deluxe room at Le
Touessrok, breakfast and dinner daily, most water sports and
return airport transfers.
A member of the Leading Hotels of the World, Le Touessrok
is set on a stunning stretch of white-sand coastline
overlooking the tranquil Trou d’Eau Douce bay. The resort
mainland features its suites, pools, restaurants, bars, Givenchy
Spa, tennis and a kids club. Across the water are the resort’s

two islands – Ile aux Cerfs, with its championship golf course and Ilot Mangenie,
an island retreat exclusive to guests, both a short ride by private boat.
Valid for sale until sold out. Valid for travel until 19DEC10.
Call Adventure World on 0508 496 753 or visit www.adventureworld.co.nz.
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EUROPE

Cit ITALY - 2011 available now
Mediterranean specialist, The Innovative Travel Co. advises
its comprehensive programme on Italy for 2011 is now
available in electronic form.
The Cit ITALY 2011 brochure has been printed and stocks are
on their way, but in the interim the entire programme can be
viewed on-line on www.innovativetravel.co.nz/italy/c_i_t
A selection of special early booking savings can be
downloaded, including hotels in Rome, Florence and Venice,
Villas in Tuscany, Tour of Northern Italy and more.
In 2011 further expansion of the Italy programme includes a
larger choice of apartments in the main northern cities and
more villas in Tuscany.  By popular demand airport hotels
have been included in Rome (Ciampino), Milan (Malpensa &
Bergamo) and Paris (Roissy CDG & Orly).  More cookery
week options are also included in the new programme.

Ideal for the
independent traveller,
Innovative Travel’s
Cit ITALY has a vast
array of hotels,
apartments, villas, car
hire, coach tours, city
tours and more.
Bookings and
enquiries:
FREEPHONE
0508100111 or email
info@innovative-
travel.com

Renault Eurodrive, ANZCRO announce Earlybird Offer
The Renault Eurodrive 2011 Earlybird
deal has just been released and
features a new range of 44 vehicles,
offering anything from the sporty
Renault Wind through to the luxury
new Renault Latitude.
Full inbuilt European GPS is included
in 84% of the range, with Espace
people movers now featuring DVD
players with TV screens for back seat
passengers.
The new range starts from $1449 for
21 days of a Renault Twingo, plus a
further 7 days free, while the Scenic
range of vehicles features 9 free days.
New for 2011 is an offer of 3 Bonus
Loyalty Days for clients who have
leased since 2006.

Shows around NZ, we found consumer
demand very strong with clients ready
to book and secure their vehicle for
2011,” says Peter Davies, ANZCRO’s
general manager.
“With the continuing strength of the
NZ Dollar there has never been a
better time to experience the beauty,
history & culture that only Europe
offers, and enjoy it all at your own
pace,” he adds.
ANZCRO offers 15% Commission on
Renault Eurodrive leasing.
Call ANZCRO now on 0800 269 276
to secure the vehicle of your client’s
choice, or email renault@anzcro.co.nz
Brochures are available through
Brochurenet  www.brochurenet.co.nz
or www.anzcro.co.nz

Edinburgh’s four-day New Year
The Hogmanay festivities in Scotland’s capital are known as
the greatest celebration of New Year in the world.
Hogmanay is the Scottish word for the last day of the year,
and the occasion is celebrated in Scotland on a far grander
scale than in the rest of the British Isles. Edinburgh’s
festivities run for four days (30DEC–02JAN) and begin with a
Torchlight Procession at 6.30pm on 30DEC. Thousands of
torch carriers create a ‘river of fire’ from the city’s Royal Mile
to a Son et Lumière and fireworks finale on Calton Hill.
On New Year’s Eve the three major ticket-only events are
Edinburgh’s Hogmanay Street Party, the Concert in the
Gardens and the Keilidh – an open air gathering with Scottish
traditional music and dancing in the Old Town. At midnight
the city lights up with a major fireworks display.
Edinburgh’s Hogmanay Street Party with four live music
stages along Princes Street attracts tens of thousands.
www.edinburghshogmanay.com

Christmas at the Ritz
World Journeys says the Hotel Ritz, Madrid will be the place to be this
Christmas as the hotel pulls out all the stops to mark its centennial.
A range of events commence with a special invitation to afternoon tea for
residents of Madrid who are 100 years old, or older.  The Christmas
Gourmet Dinner (actually on 28DEC) will take guests on a gastronomic
journey from 1910 when the hotel opened, to the present day.  The menu

Delivery in France is free plus

delivery / drop off fees outside
of France have been reduced.
“Having just completed Travel

includes a Consommé originally served at an
Anniversary dinner in 1912, Beef Tenderloin
as served at the 1936 New Year’s Eve Dinner,
and a Crayfish dish as served at a lunch in
honour of President Francois Mitterrand in
1982.  Priced at 135 Euros per person, this
includes Taittinger Champagne and a
selection of fine wines. New Year’s and
Epiphany are also celebrated with special
Gala evenings, and guests can select from a
range of accommodation/event packages.
Contact World Journeys 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz
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Malta’s unique attraction
Malta is well worth visiting, says Carol Wisker, national sales
& marketing manager for The Innovative Travel Co., adding
that the Mediterranean island’s colourful history, culture and
architecture are unforgettable.
“The public bus service on the Maltese islands is a very
efficient way of getting around as they serve the major tourist
areas. Making it all the more exciting are the buses
themselves, which are a tourist attraction,” says Carol.
“Many of them are classic Bedfords, Thames, Leylands and
AECs dating from the 1950s, 60s and 70s.  The buses are so
colourful and some are actually in very good condition.
“The islands are not very large and getting around is made
very easy with this efficient and economical bus service,
albeit a little clattery, squeaky and creaky. And when you need
air-conditioning you just open the window. Fares are
extremely reasonable, ranging from EUR 0.35 to EUR 0.58.”
Innovative’s Cit ITALY with the Best of Europe contains a
range of options for clients keen to experience Malta and its
attractions.  To view the newly released 2011 programme
online visit www.innovative-travel.com, and for bookings and
enquiries call FREEPHONE 0508 100111.

Qantas and British Airways advise of a minor extension to
the current Earlybird fares to UK and Europe.  Fares have
been extended for sales to 16NOV10.  All other details are
unchanged.

TOUR PRODUCT

Royal Brunei Airlines has revised Its Earlybird Fares to
London & the UK. The sales period on the earlybirds to
London in Economy and Business Class and to the UK in
Economy Class has been extended through to 30NOV10.

Changes at Chat Tours
George Dingli, who set up the Australian office of Chat Tours
over 30 years ago, is moving back to Head Office in Athens
where one of his roles will involve being in charge of Chat
Tours International.
Effective 01JAN11, Transglobal Aviation in Sydney will be
operating Chat Tours in Australia with all Chat Tours staff
retained. Meanwhile, the New Zealand market will continue
to be represented by Hogan & Associates.

Peregrine is offering earlybirds 10% off all Small Group
Journeys (except Polar) booked by 20DEC10 for
departures up to 30SEP11.

A Sevens Chance
House of Travel is marketing Vegas Sevens packages, based
on travel 10-14FEB11. The packages, priced from $3375,
include return Air NZ flights ex AKL/WLG/CHC to Las
Vegas, four nights accommodation, an official 2-day match
ticket, hotel to stadium transfers and return airport transfers,
and can handle large or small groups.
Valid for sales until 31DEC11 or until sold out.
www.houseoftravelrugby.com

AVIATION

Cox & Kings has added exotic new destinations Burma,
Cuba, Turkey, Uzbekistan, Albania, Georgia and the Baltic
states to its programme with the launch of its 2011-2012
Worldwide brochure.

Qantas A380s stay grounded
Fairfax newspapers have reported that Qantas has found
issues with three more Rolls-Royce jet engines on its
grounded Airbus A380 fleet. One is on an aircraft in
Sydney and two on aircraft in Los Angeles. The originally
affected A380 is still in Singapore and another in Germany
for maintenance.
The problems became evident after a series of eight-hour
inspections by a mix of Qantas and Rolls-Royce engineers
of all of the giant RR Trent engines fitted to the airline’s
six Airbus superjets. There are reports that some of the
engines required off-wing inspection.
ATWOnline reports that Lufthansa and Singapore Airlines
will also change two engines as a result of inspections.
Qantas still expects to have its A380s up and running in a
matter of days, not weeks, according to a spokesperson.
The groundings stranded a reported 1300 passengers in
Los Angeles over the weekend.

Pressure mounts on SYD
Qantas and Virgin Blue have reportedly been lobbying
Canberra to change the rules on night flights into Sydney
Airport, arguing that the new quieter aircraft make it
possible to scrap the night curfew, especially for landings.
The Sydney Morning Herald says both are concerned that
demand from airlines to use Sydney Airport will mean the
80 flights per hour cap on movements will be reached
within eight years if a second airport does not proceed.
A record number of international and domestic aircraft used
the airport last financial year, with a forecast yearly growth
of 2.3 per cent.
It is expected an extra 200,000 flights a year will move
through the airport by 2029, relying increasingly on wide
body aircraft.
Last financial year 150,707 domestic and 61,683
international flights went through Sydney Airport.
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Auckland Airport’s 12 Days of Christmas
In the spirit of the season, Auckland Airport has invited
registered charities within New Zealand to apply for
consideration for one of twelve $10,000 donations which will
be made in the 12 days before Christmas.
The $120,000 is collected through the generosity of the
travelling public, donating their unwanted currency into
donation globes situated throughout the airport. Auckland
Airport collects this money and donates it to charitable
organisations on behalf of the travellers.
The 12 days of Christmas donations will begin on 13DEC and
will continue every day until Christmas Eve.

Star Alliance Circle Fares sold via the Web
Star Alliance has become the first aviation alliance to sell
multiple fare products on the internet. In addition to the
Round-the-World Fare, all Star Alliance Circle Fares can now
be booked and purchased on www.staralliance.com. Bookings
can be made anywhere in the world, with tickets being issued
electronically. The booking engine is currently available in
English and Japanese, with further languages to be added at a
future stage.
The online booking option for Circle Fares follows the
successful introduction of “Book & Fly” over a year ago.
“Book & Fly” allows customers to plan, book and purchase
Round-the-World Tickets online.

Fly Oprah
United Airlines last week debuted a Boeing 757 newly painted
from nose to tail with an “Oprah Winfrey Show” logo for the
show’s farewell season. During its inaugural flight from
Chicago, one ticketed passenger will receive enough United
miles for a trip around the world.
The Oprah plane will fly United customers between cities in
the airline’s domestic network through May 2011. An onboard
video featuring Oprah Winfrey will greet customers.
United is also launching a sweepstakes that will award one
million United Mileage Plus miles to one passenger each
month until MAY11.

Kiwi VnC Cocktails fly Etihad First Class
VnC Cocktails has won a highly competitive global
tender process and is now the sole cocktail provider in
Etihad Airways First Class.
From mid-NOV, its totally Kiwi-made range of ready to
serve, premium cocktails will be part of the World’s Best
First Class flying experience (as rated by Skytrax,
2010).
The first three cocktails to be served by Etihad in
‘Diamond’ First Class will be the Strawberry Daiquiri,
Pomegranate Cosmo, and Pacific Mai Tai.
Check out their new viral video, a tongue-in-cheek take
on the recent YouTube campaign of a prominent local
airline (that does not stock VnC Cocktails up front)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQ0NSwyxpmA

Queenstown night flights in doubt
Frankton residents have reportedly welcomed a
recommendation to reject night flights at Queenstown
Airport. The Queenstown Airport Corporation has
applied to revise its noise boundaries and allow 11 night
flights to arrive at the airport between 10pm and
midnight.
Queenstown Lakes District councillors will be asked to
endorse the recommendation by commissioners after
two rounds of hearings earlier this year.
While night flights have been rejected, the decision
recommended the airport’s proposal to extend noise
boundaries and outer control areas be accepted.
The airport say the number of flights into the resort is
expected to climb from 8350 in 2008 to about 20,000
flights in 2037.

SAS and Icelandair have entered into a
partnership agreement that includes code-share
on a number of routes, providing better
connections to and from Iceland, and reciprocal
frequent flyer benefits.

German bank to evaluate
Virgin Atlantic future
The Telegraph reports that Sir Richard Branson, who owns
51% of Virgin Atlantic, has asked Deutsche Bank to assess the
airline’s position and growth opportunities in the quickly
consolidating European airline industry and in the wake of
British Airways’ transatlantic tie-up with American Airlines -
an alliance Sir Richard vehemently opposed.
The bank’s work, which is said to be wide-ranging, includes
assessing how Sir Richard can maximise value from his airline,
which is 49% owned by Singapore Airlines.
One option would see Sir Richard sell down his stake to allow
Virgin Atlantic to become part of a wider airline grouping -
potentially with Lufthansa or a Gulf carrier, such as Emirates
or Etihad.
Sir Richard’s airline remains a major player at Heathrow, with
around 3 per cent of the slots, but is not part of the three main
airline alliance groupings.

Paying to jump the queue
Airports, always out to identify new revenue sources, are
cashing in on the queues at their security gates by charging
passengers to use fast-track priority lanes.
Britain’s Daily Mail reports that at least eight UK airports have
introduced the system. Luton began charging a fee of £3 in
March last year, allowing travellers to use a ‘priority lane’ to
reach the security checkpoint.
Bristol and Aberdeen have £5 charges. Leeds Bradford, East
Midlands, Liverpool John Lennon and Newcastle have £3
charges. Manchester has a fast-track security lane for travellers
who book expensive VIP Valet parking.
A whistleblower security guard at Luton Airport claims there is
a deliberate policy to let the queues grow to encourage people
to pay for the express lane. The claim was denied by Luton
Airport. “This is all about choice,” says an airport spokesman.
“Some passengers will choose to buy priority lane in the same
way as they would buy valet parking or executive lounge
access.”
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Wi-Fi, mobiles a security issue?
Access to Wi-Fi and mobile phone services on
planes may be scuttled before it begins after the
latest parcel bomb scares, according to a report
in The Age.
Roland Alford, managing director of Alford
Technologies, a British explosives consultancy,
told New Scientist magazine he believed the
technology will be re-assessed in the wake of
two US-bound parcel bombs sent from Yemen,
bombs that were connected to mobile phones.
In recent years, airlines have begun easing
restrictions on mobile phone use during flights,
with several also rolling out on-board wireless
internet networks for use in the air.
Wi-Fi connections give a bomber lots of options
for contacting a device on an aircraft, Alford
told New Scientist, including voice-over-internet
connections to reach a mobile phone.
A spokesman for OnAir, a Swiss company that
makes in-flight mobile phone and wi-fi systems,
told the magazine that their use would not
constitute any additional security threat.

CRUISE NEWS

Etihad Airways, the national airline of
the United Arab Emirates, celebrates its
seventh anniversary last Friday. Over
that period, Etihad has built up a fleet of
57 aircraft and carried over 26 million
passengers.
To date this year, Etihad has carried over
6 million passengers and is expected to
carry more than 7.3 million passengers
by the end of the 2010, compared to 6.3
million in 2009. The load factor has also
increased significantly from 74 per cent
in 2009, and is expected to average 77
per cent for 2010.
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Rhapsody Inspection, Luncheon offer
Royal Caribbean Rhapsody of the Seas Ship Inspections and Luncheons are
now open for registrations.
RCI would like to invite as many people as possible onboard to view and
experience Rhapsody of the Seas and therefore would like agents to extend
the below invitations to their VIP clients.
To reserve a table (10 people including the agent) for them and their
clients, email Kate Osborne on kosborne@rcclapac.com.
To register, use the links below and please note: spaces are limited.
AUCKLAND - 26JAN11
http://www.royalcaribbean.com.au/shipvisits/?g=rh-26jan
TAURANGA - 13DEC10
http://www.royalcaribbean.com.au/shipvisits/?g=rh-13dec
TAURANGA - 27JAN11
http://www.royalcaribbean.com.au/shipvisits/?g=rh-27jan
NAPIER - 11DEC10
http://www.royalcaribbean.com.au/shipvisits/?g=rh-11dec
WELLINGTON - 10DEC10
http://www.royalcaribbean.com.au/shipvisits/?g=rh-10dec
WELLINGTON - 30JAN11
http://www.royalcaribbean.com.au/shipvisits/?g=rh-30jan
CHRISTCHURCH - 09DEC10
http://www.royalcaribbean.com.au/shipvisits/?g=rh-09dec
CHRISTCHURCH - 31JAN11
http://www.royalcaribbean.com.au/shipvisits/?g=rh-31jan
DUNEDIN - 08DEC10
http://www.royalcaribbean.com.au/shipvisits/?g=rh-08dec

Swan Hellenic on YouTube
Swan Hellenic has a new feature on YouTube. It aims to capture the
essence of what makes Swan special and is a really easy way for
potential new customers to see why Swan Hellenic is unique and why,
having sailed once with Swan, they’ll want to come back again and
again.
View it at www.youtube.com/swanhellenic and for further information
on Swan Hellenic cruising, call Cruise Holidays on 09-523 7788 for a
brochure.

Russia, Eastern Europe & boutique
cruising savings
The Innovative Travel Co. has released a catalogue of early
booking savings for its specialised programmes for Russia and
Eastern Europe plus boutique cruising options.  Included are
savings on holidays in Russia, Russian Waterways cruising and
a unique Ukraine and Black Sea Cruise 15 days now from only
$3045pp.  Savings of up to $500pp are featured on French
family-operated CroisiEurope River Cruises, while Star
Clippers tall ship sailing itineraries are also featured, with
savings of up to $2170 per couple.  Book & pay by 15DEC10.
Supplies of catalogues from Stocklink or direct from The
Innovative Travel Co.
Freephone 0508100111 or email: info@innovative-travel.com

Avalon Waterways early birds
Avalon Waterways has released early bird deals on its
European river cruise program offering savings of up to $400
per couple.
The river cruise operator’s 2011 tour prices have dropped by an
average of 17% compared with 2010, thanks to favourable
exchange rates.
On sale until 15DEC or until sold out, the early bird deals
feature savings across Avalon Waterways’ entire range of 22
European river cruises in 2011. www.avalonwaterways.co.nz

Alaska’s Inside Passage
Explore the Southeast Alaska’s Western Coves with InnerSea
Discoveries. The 8-day / 7-night cruise package is priced from
$2780pp and discovers some of the most remote and
breathtakingly pristine wilderness in North America.
The Ketchikan to Juneau itinerary is focused on taking
passengers into the Alaska Inside Passage isolated waterways
and secret passages where bigger cruise ships can’t travel.
Highlights include whale watching in Frederick Sound,
exploring El Capitan Cave, the majestic beauty of the remote
Tongass National Forest and learning about the Tlingit culture.
For more information on InnerSea Discoveries and other
cruises in Alaska contact Adventure World on 0508 496 753 or
visit www.adventureworld.co.nz.
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Island Passage Menu
7-10th November 2010
Marlborough Sounds

MEAL
Sunday 7 
November

Monday 8  
November

Tuesday 9  
November

Wednesday 10 
November

BREAKFAST

South Island smoked 
salmon omelette with 
watercress

Eggs benedict, shaved 
ham, hollendaise, muffin

Basil crumpets, truffled 
eggs, roasted mushrooms

LUNCH

Whitebait fritters,  
mizuna salad, ricotta 
gnocchi w basil

Roman pizza,  
insalta caprese arugala 
pecorino salad

Green lip mussels,  
truffle fries, tempura 
catch  

DINNER

Nelson bay scallops, 
tapioca puffs, herbs 
scallop veloute

Chestnuts with 
Marlborough caviar, fresh 
herbs and kina air

Citrus marinated kingfish, 
nelson grape scales

Salt roasted beets, goats 
cheese, croutons, basil 
water

Hapuka with onion 
charcoal, citrus greens, 
mussel bouillon

Roasted lamb, local 
asparagus, sweet breads, 
wine sauce

Wild boar, leeks, sage, 
puha and onion jus

Basil crusted turbot, 
oyster emulsion

Goats cheese cake, 
candied basil, 
pomegranate syrup

Tamarillo granite,  
passionfruit yoghurt

Local cheeses, honey 
comb, fruit caviar

Apple and thyme calzone, 
milk ice cream

www.islandescape.co.nz

Highlights of the Americas
World Journeys still has an allocation available in
three cabin categories on the Celebrity Infinity
“Highlights of the Americas” Cruise Journey
departing Auckland on 26FEB11 (or 22FEB for
those wanting the Rio de Janeiro and Iguassu
Falls pre-tour).
Including return airfares ex AKL, Buenos Aires
land arrangements in addition to the 28-day 5 star
cruise, an Inside cabin is just $10,995 and a
Balcony $14,995pp share twin, plus air taxes and
cruise gratuities.
The superb itinerary starts in Buenos Aires and
includes Cape Horn and the Panama Canal in the
14 ports of call on the way to Fort Lauderdale.
NB: The cruise itself is sold out and World
Journeys needs to release unused allocation by
01DEC, so any new bookings prior to that date
will earn generous 15% commission.
Call 0800 117311 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Explore Alaska
with American Safari Cruises
Imagine meandering through the largest national
forest in the United States – home to grizzly bears,
black bears, mountain goats, bald eagles and
wolves or viewing Alaska’s massive glaciers, one
of the benefits of small ship cruising.
America Safari Cruises 8 Day / 7 Nights
Discoverers’ Glacier Country cruise is priced from
$6940pp and explores Glacier Bay National Park,
LeConte Bay, Frederick Sound and El Capitan
Cave.
Price includes 7 nights cruising aboard a small
ship, selected sightseeing, all meals, taxes, port
charges and fees. Prices do not include fuel
surcharges which may be added up to the time of
departure. Round trip from Juneau.
For more information on America Safari Cruises
contact Adventure World on 0508 496 753 or visit
www.adventureworld.co.nz

Free Luxury Hotel Package
Regent Seven Seas Cruises is offering a free Luxury Hotel
Package in virtually all of its embarkation cities. This offer
begins with the following 2011 sailings: Seven Seas Navigator
07JAN, Seven Seas Mariner 17APR and Seven Seas Voyager
07JUN.
In addition to free Unlimited Shore Excursions and Bonus
Savings - clients will enjoy
  · 1-night pre-cruise hotel accommodation in city of embarkation
at a luxury hotel
  · Transfers from the hotel to the ship
  · Breakfast prior to checkout
  · Porterage
This value-added program will be applied to new bookings only,
effective 20OCT10. Booked guests who wish to take advantage
of the free luxury hotel package may do so but may be subject to
the higher cruise fare, if applicable, announced on 01OCT10.
For further information, please go to www.rssc.co.nz

Earlybirds
end tomorrow
World Journeys reminds agents
that its Earlybird Savings of up to
$500pp on a selection of Cruise
Journeys expires tomorrow
Wednesday 10NOV10. The Grand
Mediterranean; Black Sea, Crimea
& Russia; Best of Italy & Croatia;
and Best of the Mediterranean
Cruise Journeys offers savings
from $200 to $500pp, which are
combinable with a Past Passenger
saving of $200pp.  Offer is subject
to availability in applicable airline
class.  Contact World Journeys
0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz
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 12 nights Mediterranean
 Barcelona return

from NZ$1975
per person share twin based on

best lead category 25SEP11 sailing

Outside from NZ$2499

Balcony from NZ$299910MAY, 22MAY, 12JUN, 24JUL,
14AUG, 04SEP, 25SEP, 160OCT

 Carnival Magic

per person share twin based on 25SEP11 sailing

*

*

*

 CLICK HERE FOR FLYER

Tel: 09-444 2298

Fax:09-442 4228
CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITE
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Last Cabin on Three Continents
World Journeys has just one cabin left on its 30-day “Three
Continents” Cruise Journey departing 22MAR11.  The
itinerary is priced from $10,105pp share twin in a Balcony
Cabin, including flights ex AKL, transfers, sightseeing and 4-
star hotels in Buenos Aires, Iguazu Falls, Rio and Venice; and
a 19-night MSC cruise including port taxes.  Airline taxes of
approx $198pp and tipping are additional.  Ports of call
include Salvador (pictured), the Canary Islands, Casablanca,
Gibraltar, Malta and Dubrovnik.
Contact World Journeys 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

USAToday reports that in the latest sign that cruise

lines remain cautious about the future, there’s word

this week that Oceania Cruises has decided not to

exercise an option to build a third ship in its new

Oceania Class series.

Luxury cruise operator The Yachts of Seabourn

took more bookings in October 2010 than in any

other month in the company’s history, as net

bookings exceeded the same month last year by

166 percent.

Sydneysiders
stopped and
stared on their
way to work the
other morning as
P&O liner Oriana
entered Sydney
Harbour
sporting a
massive
moustache as
part of a
Movember
charity
promotion in
Australia.
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ACCOMMODATION
The 50-room Mount Cook Backpacker Lodge officially opens on
Thursday 11NOV at the foot of the Southern Alps, having reported a
“hugely successful” month since its soft launch opening on 01OCT. ,
and now invites all travellers, trampers and visitors looking for
inexpensive accommodation to come and stay under its roof where
there is a modern range of sleeping, cooking and bar facilities
available.
Sleeping options include 20 four-bed dorm rooms, each with ensuite,
23 double/twin rooms with ensuites, and seven one-bedroom units
with bathroom and cooking facilities.  Prices start at approximately
$33 for a dorm bed. Other facilities include the much-loved Chamois
Bar and Grill, complete with outdoor beer garden, a self-catering
communal kitchen, the Global Gossip Internet café, a tour booking
desk, guest laundry and grocery store.
www.mtcookbackpackers.co.nz

Mobile phone opens hotel doors
Visitors to a Stockholm hotel will be able to
use mobile phones instead of keys to unlock
the doors to their rooms.
The Clarion Hotel Stockholm will lend
customers mobile phones with close-range
radio chips, much like devices used for
contact-less payments at gas stations.
Repeat visitors during a four-month trial will
be able to check in through their phones before
arrival and have their phones activated as
“keys.” They will then be able to skip the
registration desk and unlock the door by
holding the phone next to it.
The short-range radio technology, known as
Near Field Communication, is expected to be
built into smart phones in the coming years. It
is also envisioned for ticketing and card
payments.
The phone technology works with existing
radio-enabled locks, so hotels can continue
giving key cards to visitors who don’t have the
new technology in their phones.

SKAL Queenstown members offer quake relief
INDUSTRY

Las Vegas industry special
Tropicana Las Vegas, situated just a stone’s throw away from MGM Grand and Excalibur, is
offering special Travel Industry rates from now until 29DEC10. Rates start at US$35 (Sun-
Thu) and US$65 (Fri-Sat) it includes a complimentary upgrade to their new Best-In-Class
rooms plus two tickets to Brad Garrett’s Comedy Club (aka the tall guy from Everybody
Loves Raymond).
To book call 1-800-497-1872 and mention code WTASPC. Credit card/IATA # required to
confirm reservation * Subject to availability.

Queenstown tourism operators have banded together to give some holiday relief to
Christchurch small business operators hit hard by the September earthquake.
Local members of SKAL (the international association of travel and tourism professionals)
have donated over 50 nights of hotel and motel accommodation while Air New Zealand has
come to the party with complimentary return flights.
President of the SKAL Club of Queenstown, Graeme Horsley, says it is a small gesture that
locals hoped would provide a break for some of the business owners.
“Some of these small business owners have virtually lost everything they have invested and
worked hard for. We hope that a bit of time out down here will give them a bit of break from
what is an incredibly stressful and worrying time.”
SKAL has worked with Christchurch City Council and the Christchurch Chamber of
Commerce to locate recipients and Mr Horsley says there has been an excellent response.
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