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Christchurch warm-up for RWC2011
Christchurch will tomorrow host
New Zealand’s only Bledisloe
Cup match this season and
Christchurch & Canterbury
Tourism chief executive
Christine Prince sees it as a great
chance for
intending Rugby
World Cup 2011
visitors to get a
feel for the city
and enjoy a pre-
tournament warm-
up.
“We’re expecting a sell-out
crowd for this Bledisloe Cup
game – the first big international
to be played in the redeveloped
AMI stadium – and we’re
hoping that a big proportion of
that crowd will be Australians
supporting their team.”
AMI Stadium, which will be
known as Stadium Christchurch
for RWC2011, is within easy
walking distance of the central
city and a special pedestrian
route – dubbed Rugby Road –
has been set up by the Council to

make it fun and easy for rugby
fans to get to and from the
stadium during next year’s
Tournament. Bledisloe Cup fans
will get a sneak preview of the
route and the chance to join

celebrities and rugby
greats in a festive
march from the
Square to the
stadium, beginning
at 5pm.
Kiwi band Dragon
will perform prior to

the teams taking the field.
The city is expecting huge
numbers of visitors and the
city’s accommodation is fully
booked for Friday and Saturday.
The i-SITE, in the Old Post
Office Building in Cathedral
Square, has been all blacked out
and the i-SITE team are dressed
in black with silver fern tattoos
on their faces. All visitors get
free All Black Jelly Beans if
they can name an AB and go in
the draw to win a special Rugby
World Cup All Black jersey.

Save time with our
new time-saving
short cut to New
Zealand
accommodation
listings

On our

website

Click

Here
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Infratil’s big convention centre plan
Infrastructure investment company Infratil has reportedly
given the Ministry of Economic Development a $200
million-plus proposal for an international convention and
exhibition centre for a site near Auckland’s Lighter Quay/
Wynyard Quarter.
According to a report in the NZ Herald, Infratil has been
talking to the Auckland City Council about combining two
land titles to create a 3.5ha site opposite The Westin
Auckland Lighter Quay. Infratil has a perpetual lease on
1.8ha, which it uses as its CBD depot for servicing and
parking Link and Metrolink buses. The other is an
adjacent 1.7ha block owned by the council and bounded
by Halsey St, Gaunt St, Daldy St and Pakenham St.
The NZ Herald quotes some property experts as saying
the Infratil site is the best yet, with plans for hotels,
offices and shops to be built around the edge of its
buildings and on nearby sites.
Infratil told the paper the level site was a “blank canvas”,
unconstrained by existing facilities or structures.
Proximity and access to the water and public open areas
around Viaduct Harbour, Lighter Quay and Wynyard
Quarter were promoted as advantages, as was accessibility
to motorways and Fanshawe St. The site is also on the
proposed new tram route.
Architects Warren and Mahoney worked on the proposal,
and Infratil indicated that two large three-star hotels could
be built nearby to complement the more luxurious Hilton
and Westin hotels in the area.
Other contenders as sites for the national convention
centre are the Aotea Centre at The Edge; SkyCity’s land at
101 Hobson St, behind TVNZ; the ASB Showgrounds at
Greenlane; and Ngati Whatua’s Quay Park railway land.
A decision from the MED is believed to be about two
months away.

$2m South Island campaigns
target Australians
Christchurch & Canterbury Tourism (CCT)
has received $1 million in government
funding so it can work with Tourism New
Zealand in promoting the South Island to
Australian visitors.
The NTO successfully applied for the
funding, which it will match dollar for dollar,
after securing the support of the city council,
CHC airport, three other South Island RTOs,
the major airlines and ski area operators for a
new joint approach to marketing.
CCT says the latest joint venture funding will
be used to support three key campaigns over
the next 12 months. The campaigns will focus
on:
•    Promoting Christchurch & Canterbury as
the ideal destination for long weekends or
short holidays. This campaign will be
primarily funded by CCT, Christchurch
International Airport Ltd, Pacific Blue and
Jetstar.
•    Promoting the northern South Island as a
great package deal for Australian
holidaymakers. Nelson Tasman Tourism,
Tourism West Coast and Destination
Marlborough will contribute funding for this
campaign.
•    Promoting Canterbury’s 18 ski areas as
the ideal destination for winter holidays in
2011. This campaign will be funded in a large
part by Air New Zealand and the ski area
groups.
The region’s goal is to increase the number of
Australian visitors by 30,000 in the coming
year and to increase the number of nights
they spend here.

Amazing Race
star to woo
Aussies
Helping to hook the
Australian market is
multi Emmy Award
winner and host of
The Amazing Race,
Phil Keoghan, who
signed on earlier this
year to promote his
home region of

Nelson Tasman gains marketing funding
Nelson Tasman Tourism has been successful in accessing central government
funding made available for regional marketing in Australia over the coming
year.
The funding will enable the region to feature within a wider $2 million
campaign, encouraging Australians to travel to the South Island via
Christchurch International Airport.
“This is very exciting news for Nelson Tasman,” says Astrid Fisher, the NTO’s
acting chief executive. “This will be the first time the region will feature in a
major consumer marketing campaign in Australia - something which has
simply been out of our reach until now.”
Christchurch & Canterbury Tourism, Tourism West Coast and Destination
Marlborough will contribute funding for this campaign.

Canterbury as a tourism ambassador.
Keoghan is in Canterbury this week filming a series of TV commercials and
short website films (webisodes) which CCT will use to entice more Australian
visitors to our shores.
‘Phil’s Best Kept Secrets’ TVCs and online stories will see him heading to
some of his favourite spots like Aoraki Mt Cook, Tekapo, Mt Hutt, Kaikoura,
Christchurch city, Banks Peninsula and Waipara, giving Australians a special
insight into his home region. They show Keoghan cycling, skiing, fishing,
enjoying wine and food, and chatting to characters along the way.
The TV campaign will start in Australia in September for spring and continue
for 2011 autumn and winter to entice Australians to come over to experience
the different seasonal offerings.
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Visionary hotel mooted
for Miramar Wharf
A 200-room hotel, conference and training
centre for Wellington’s Miramar Wharf is
being touted as the kind of project to lead
the capital into a new round of creative
leadership that will propel the city out of
the recession.
The concept - developed by Wellington
businessman Tony Williams and architects
Jerram Tocker Barron - combines
visionary architecture on the water’s edge

targeted at international executives.
John Tocker says the hotel’s modernistic toroid shape meets
Wellington’s need for a sizeable international quality hotel
close to the airport and the Miramar Wharf’s location and
waterfront position make it ideal.
Tony Williams says the hotel/leadership centre concept grew
from his leadership business ThinkTankz and the potential for
“total immersion” leadership training that had creativity at its
core.
“From my work in Japan and the Asia Pacific, I know there’s
a real hunger for executive leadership training that wrenches
people out of the beige, benign and boring and puts them into

solving and leadership in totally new ways,” he says.
According to a press release, the hotel development is
backed by mayoral contender Jack Yan who sees it as a
potential spearhead for the next round of the Absolutely
Positively Wellington spirit which had its birth in the early
1990s but which has since run out of steam.
“Unlike Auckland, we’ve shown that we’ve got the courage
and the vision to do these things ourselves, and without
central government intervention,” says Yan. “This proposal
is a sign of what it will take to ensure Wellington’s potential
as a creative, world-class city gains the kind of substance it
has been sorely lacking.”an environment that challenges them to approach problem

with a total immersion training concept

Tourism specialist teams up with DoC 
A top tourism industry manager is joining the Department of
Conservation to get more businesses investing in the great
outdoors.
David Wilks, currently general manager tourism development
at Tourism New Zealand, is to take up the position of DoC’s
Director, Commercial Business Unit from October.
The role leads a newly-established team set up to improve
DoC’s partnerships with businesses operating on public
conservation land.
DoC already works with 4500 businesses nationwide - from
small tourism operators to large power companies. The new
unit will ensure a co-ordinated and consistent approach across
the country, and promote investment in protecting and
nurturing the environment.
“Coming from tourism, I know that New Zealand’s unique
wildlife and landscapes are our prime assets and we must
manage them with great care,” said Wilks.
“Conservation land is the stage for many commercial
operators and I look forward to working with them to build
their businesses while also contributing to conservation
values.”
Grant Baker, DoC’s general manager, corporate services, said
Wilks will make a great addition to a team already supported
by environmental business leader Rob Fenwick.
“Working closely with businesses is vital for DoC to ensure
the investment needed for the huge array of conservation
projects we are undertaking. With David’s tourism
background and Rob’s business expertise, we now have
experience in key areas to get more companies working for
the benefit of natural New Zealand.”

The Office of the Auditor-general has confirmed it has

received a request from a group of Queenstown

businessmen requesting the Auditor-general

investigate the sale of part of Queenstown Airport to

Auckland Airport. The request is being considered.

European Masters coming to Te Papa
European Masters: 19th–20th Century Art from the Städel
Museum in Frankfurt will be exhibited at Te Papa

06NOV10-27FEB11, in its
only New Zealand showing.
Te Papa, with principal
sponsor Accor, and associate
sponsors Deutsche Bank, DHL
Global Forwarding, Goethe-
Institut, and Siemens, has
secured this once-in-a-lifetime

opportunity for New Zealanders to see a major exhibition of
96 works by 70 artists from across six artistic movements
through the 19th and 20th centuries.  This is the first time that
masterpieces from its collection have toured outside Europe.
The exhibition features works by the greatest German,
French, Belgian, Dutch, and Swiss masters of the time.
Included are iconic Neo-Classical, Realist, Impressionist, and
Symbolist works, as well as remarkable German Expressionist
paintings and sculpture.
Admission charges apply.
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Dunedin bids for big conference
Dunedin’s delegate at the recent 4th Botanic Gardens
Conservation International conference in Dublin has returned
home reporting that the city appears to have the frontrunning
in a two-city race to host the next gathering in 2013. The rival
bid came from a “major destination” near the equator.
If successful, Dunedin expects to host around 500 of the
world’s top botanists, horticulturists and conservationists, and
they will bring an estimated $2.9 million economic boost to
the city.
The Otago Daily Times reports that the conservation-focused
event would be used to mark the Dunedin Botanic Garden’s
150th anniversary also in 2013.
Previous conferences had been held in North Carolina,
Barcelona, and Wuhan, China, with the latter attracting nearly
1000 delegates from 67 countries.

Holiday homes targeted for tourism levy
Dozens of property owners in the Queenstown Lakes district
who rent out their residences as homestays or holiday homes
are being eyed by the district council, which wants them to
either register as a rental property or seek resource consent.
People who have holiday homes or homestays pay a mixed-
use rate on their properties, which is on average 25% more
than residential rates. According to the Otago Daily Times this
is their contribution towards the tourism development levy,
which funds Destination Queenstown, Lake Wanaka Tourism
and Arrowtown Promotion [and Business Association].

Calving imminent at Terminal Lake
The Tasman Glacier’s terminal face has lifted more than 20m
in the wake of a 250mm downpour last weekend, lifting
thousands of tons of ice from the lake across the glacier’s
entire 600m width.
Aoraki Mt Cook Alpine Village Ltd tourism general manager
Denis Callesen says the pressure of ice lifting out of the water
on the glacier face could lead to the most spectacular break
off of a giant slab of ice or ‘calf’ into the lake ever seen.
“If the whole lot goes together, upwards of 10 million tons of
ice could break off in one hit. When that happens we’ll have
one or more icebergs launched into the lake, creating a huge
surge of water. It will be a truly impressive sight.”

New event for Pohutukawa Festival
After a three year absence, the Pohutukawa Wearable Arts is
making a comeback, and will feature as a signature event in
this year’s Pohutukawa Festival programme.
Tourism Coromandel’s events manager, Megan Etherington
says she is pleased to see the event back. “It was always a
key component of the festival and had great support from
both participants and spectators. It’s one of those events that

Abel Tasman Crusader progress
Mark Chapman at Abel Tasman Sea Shuttle reports that their
big new catamaran, which is under construction at Motueka,
was successfully turned end for end and around and is
currently ahead of schedule for its December launch.
“We have named her Abel Tasman Crusader (Crusade: to
make an effort to achieve something which you believe in
strongly – Cambridge Dictionary),” says Chapman.
Abel Tasman Crusader will take visitors into the Abel Tasman
National Park from Kaiteriteri Beach. The boat will also
depart from Nelson starting in December.
“Although she is 26 metres long and weighs in at 37 tonnes
laden, she will float in just 800mm of water! Ideal for most of
the beaches in the tidal Abel Tasman,” says Chapman.
“It is a very exciting time for all involved in tourism in this
area. To keep you up to date we are posting videos on
Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/ATSeaShuttle and also on
our website. We have a Facebook page and if you get the
chance I suggest that you “Like” as we’re updating progress
all the time,” he adds.
Visit www.abeltasmanseashuttles.co.nz.

AUSTRALIA

creative people together.”
This year’s event will have a strong focus on recycling,
which will feature in three of the five categories. There is
over $4000 in prizes up for grabs over the five categories,
and the ‘best of the best’ for the under and over 18 years.
The two-week Coromandel Pohutukawa Festival kicks off
19NOV and the full program will be on the website from
01OCT.  www.pohutukawafestival.co.nzcaters to a wide age spectrum and brings like minded

Big election promises for TNQ tourism
Australian Federal Opposition Leader Tony Abbott has used a
visit to Cairns to announce that a Coalition government would
spend an extra A$90 million to help attract visitors to
Australia.
Cairns is in the Labor-held seat of Leichhardt, which is one of
the marginal Queensland seats being targeted by the Coalition.
The package includes a $40 million fund that would provide
grants of up to $100,000 to build infrastructure for tourism
projects.
Another $14 million fund would provide grants to tourism
organisations in regional areas.
Mr Abbott said Australia’s tourism industry had been in the
doldrums and Labor was partly to blame.
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International Superstars for The Hunter
The Hunter Valley is set to rock to the sounds of some of the
most famous faces in the music business when a string of
internationally acclaimed acts such as Simply Red, The
Pretenders and Blondie perform exclusive concerts in the
NSW wine country later this year.
Bimbadgen Estate in the Hunter Valley of NSW will play host
to the world-class international and national acts as part of the
A Day on the Green winery concert series.
UK band Simply Red, led by charismatic frontman Mick
Hucknall, are headed down under as part of their Farewell
World Tour, promising legions of fans the chance to say their
goodbyes at one of the group’s very last concerts, at the
Bimbadgen Estate on 02OCT, with special guest Marcia
Hines.
Then in December, visitors will be entertained by rock divas
Debbie Harry and her band Blondie, and Chrissy Hynde
alongside The Pretenders.
In what’s believed to be a world-first double bill, both these
bands of legendary status in the rock industry will perform on
11DEC.
Peppers Guest House is offering exclusive packages from
A$699*pp including two night’s accommodation, two Gold
entry tickets to A Day on the Green concert including return
coach transfers from Bimbadgen Estate Winery, dinner for
two in Restaurant Sanctuary on Friday, and a full country
breakfast each morning.
Call +61-2-4993 8999, email guesthouse@peppers.com.au  or
visit www.peppers.com.au/guest-house/
*Subject to availability, rates based on twin share accommodation, dinner

includes three courses for two people and excludes beverages.

Virgin Blue has inaugurated a daily B7370-800 service

between Sydney and Uluru, with connections off the

V Australia service from LAX.

Big splash on WA’s humpback highway
Humpback whales are currently making a big splash in
Western Australia’s waters from Esperance in the South
East to Broome in the North West.
WA has one of the longest whale-watching seasons in the
world and Australia’s South West CEO Sascha Papalia
said humpback whales had arrived earlier than usual this
year with local whale watching operators delighted at the
numbers they were seeing off the coast of Augusta and
Albany in the South West.
Victoria Casey from Three Islands Whale Shark Dive
reports plenty of humpback whales sighted near Exmouth
on the mid north coast along Ningaloo Reef’s humpback
highway on their way to the Kimberley.
“Humpback whale numbers are increasing daily and our
passengers also saw a huge pod of spinner dolphins
recently,” Ms Casey said.
Minke whales and orcas have also been spotted off the
coral coast in the last few weeks.
Australia’s North West CEO Glen Chidlow said the largest
population of humpback whales in the world migrated
along the waters of the Kimberley coast.
“Whale watching cruises operating from Broome allow
people to see the amazing sight of whales and their
newborn calves in the calm, safe waters of Cable Beach,”
Mr Chidlow said.
A rare white-tailed humpback whale was spotted at Cable
Beach this week.

Adelaide scores Silver Ferns Netball Test

Night dive on Outer Reef
The Quicksilver Group has launched Cairns’ only night dive
excursion, The Night Dive, designed for small groups of
adventure-seeking certified divers.
Divers travel to the Outer Reef aboard the purpose-built dive
vessel Silverswift where they enjoy two fully-guided night
dives from the Great Adventures’ Norman Reef platform
approximately 60 nautical miles from Cairns. The Night Dive
initially operates each Thursday, subject to weather
conditions, departing at 5.30pm and returning at 11.15pm.
Non-diving companions are welcome to join the tour to
experience a sunset on the Outer Reef, dinner and the chance
to watch the diving activities from the underwater
observatory. Cost for the dive is A$240 and A$120 for
observers. www.silverseries.com.au

Toowoomba’s Carnival of Flowers

The Silver Ferns take on arch rivals
the Australian Diamonds in Adelaide
on 29AUG.
Part of the Holden Netball Test
Series, the match up promises some
brilliant netball, and also gives Kiwi
fans their only chance to see the
Silver Ferns in action in Australia
before they head to Delhi for the
Commonwealth Games.
Held at the Adelaide Entertainment
Centre from 2.30pm, tickets are
available from www.ticketek.com

Queensland’s favourite flower show, the annual Toowoomba
Carnival of Flowers, takes place 17-26SEP.
The longest running floral event of its kind in Australia, this
celebration of Spring, flowers, food, wine, culture and
entertainment will draw thousands of visitors to the mountain-
top city 90 minutes drive west of Brisbane. Popular attractions
including the popular Grand Central Floral Parade on 18SEP

and the Flower, Food & Wine Festival in Queen’s Park are
joined by floral displays and design competitions, a live
concert series, a garden competition, twilight garden tours
and interactive workshops. The event celebrated its 60th
anniversary in 2009 and more than 80,000 spectators turned
out to watch the floral parade through the inner city streets.
www.tcof.com.au
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SOUTH PACIFIC Tourism Fiji names July Matai incentive winner

Emma Turner receiving her $100 Westfield shopping
voucher from Tourism Fiji’s regional marketing officer,
Ragigia Dawai.

Tourism Fiji has named House of
Travel Ponsonby’s Emma Turner as
the July winner of a monthly $100
Westfield shopping voucher the NTO
is giving away as part on its ongoing
Matai Fiji specialist agents’ incentive.
Booking 42 clients on a Fiji holiday
throughout July to claim the voucher,
Emma is now leading the race to win a
seven-night Fiji holiday, the major
prize on offer as part of the incentive,
open to all Matai specialist agents, and
running until 31OCT.
Sign up – for free – at
www.fijimatai.com and forward
confirmed Fiji bookings invoices
directly to the NTO’s Information
Officer Esava Nadolo at
esava@tourismfijinz.com

Model Fiji assignment beckons chilly Auckland singles
A pair of swimsuit-clad models defied the winter chill of Auckland streets as part of a Fiji
travel promotion aiming to attract young single professionals into taking a holiday, with a
couple of friends, on Fiji’s Coral Coast.

AUG sale at Rarotonga’s Sunhaven Beach Bungalows
Sunhaven Beach Bungalows in Rarotonga is offering Low Season rates for travel between
01OCT and 31MAR11 (a 40% saving for OCT travel). But wait there’s more. Stay 7 nights
and pay for 6 plus get a free scooter hire for the duration of the stay (one per room, petrol
and insurance extra).
Sunhaven has beachfront bungalows and suites, is self-contained, has a no children policy,
enjoys great sunsets and is a great place for a tropical breakaway.

The pair attracted a good deal of attention,
handing out leis and promotional material
for a new ‘You & Me Fiji’ package deal
targeting the 24-38 year-old market.
Departing AKL on 21NOV, the all-
inclusive seven-night Naviti Resort Fiji
package was developed by Hazel Ho of
Travel Concierge NZ with backing from
Tourism Fiji. It includes all meals,
accommodation and return economy
airfares while a week-long entertainment
schedule includes nightly themed
functions by a George FM DJ, daily Les
Mills exercise classes and more. A bar
credit per room is also included.
Tourist Fiji regional director New Zealand,
Sala Toganivalu, says the promotion of the
‘You & Me Fiji’ package represented an
innovative direction in the way Fiji is
being marketed here.
“We definitely see the 24-38 year-old
singles demographic as offering a further

opportunity to expand our overall marketing of Fiji within New Zealand. The way the
product is being marketed to its audience via the use of online social networks for
example, definitely represents new ground for Fiji product promotion,” Ms Toganivalu
said.
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ASIA

Last chance to RSVP for Fiji Me Night
Tourism Fiji reminds Auckland agents that today is the last
chance to RSVP to join them for the Fiji Me Night (Fiji Matai
training) next week.
The team and their industry partners from Plantation Island
Resort & Lomani Island Resort, Radisson Fiji Resort
Denarau, Warwick Fiji Resort & Spa and Naviti Resort will
be there to provide the latest updates on Fiji.
Agents are encouraged to spread the word to their colleagues,
even if they’re not yet Matais, to come along as well.
09AUG Hotel Grand Chancellor, Airport Oaks
10AUG Spencer on Byron, Takapuna
Timings for both Fiji Me Nights are 5.30pm – 7.30pm, and
nibbles plus coffee/tea will be offered.
RSVP by email to ragigia@tourismfijinz.com by 5pm today
Friday 06AUG with your name, email address and agency.

SIA to team with Changi, STB to boost tourism
Singapore Airlines has teamed up with Changi Airport Group and
Singapore Tourism Board to offer new value-filled holiday packages that
provide even more reasons to visit Singapore.
Under a just-signed Memorandum of Understanding, the three partners
will be working closely on a range of advertising and other joint
activities worldwide to promote tourism to Singapore.
The global tie-up will give tourists the opportunity to visit new and
exciting places of interest in Singapore, and savour the multicultural
food paradise through Singapore Stopover Holiday packages priced from
as low as US$33 (per person on twin-share basis for the first night).
“With so many new attractions being added to Singapore’s tourism
landscape, the city is bristling with vibrancy,” says SIA’s Mr Goh Choon
Phong. “To further entice travellers, customers who sign up for our
special Singapore holiday offers will enjoy added value in the form of
dining and shopping vouchers.”

In addition to the accommodation packages, customers get:
• Free transfers from airport to hotel
• Admission to seven key attractions such as the Singapore

Zoological Garden and Sentosa
• Unlimited rides on the SIA Hop-on Bus
• A coffee/tea and toast set at Ya Kun Kaya Toast, a well-

known local chain of coffee houses that serve traditional
toasts with kaya (egg and coconut jam)

• An international calling card
• A voucher worth S$10 for dining in the city and
• Shopping vouchers worth S$10 each to shop at Singapore

Changi Airport.

SIA Holidays and SilkAir Holidays packages comprise two nights’ stay
in Singapore and a further two nights’ stay in any of the carriers’
destinations beyond Singapore.  This includes cities in Australia,
Malaysia, Thailand, Cambodia, Myanmar, Indonesia, Vietnam, the
Philippines and the Maldives. Package prices start from S$268pp twin-
share.

The Ngong Ping Piazza on Hong Kong’s Lantau Island officially

opened this week. The piazza links up the various tourist attractions

in Ngong Ping, including Po Lin Monastery, the Giant Buddha,

Ngong Ping 360 cable car, Ngong Ping Village and Wisdom Path.

Shopping in KL a major attraction
More shopping dollars will be flowing in to Kuala Lumpur
this year given the overwhelming response to the country’s
three annual sale carnivals.
Malaysia’s Tourism Minister says the ministry expects this
year’s shopping revenue to rise by 10%. In terms of revenue
last year, shopping amounted to 28% of the country’s total
tourist receipts.
Dr Ng says the overwhelming response to the country’s three
annual sale carnivals, the Malaysia Grand Prix Sale, the
Malaysia Mega Sale Carnival and the Malaysia Year-End
Sale, bore testimony to how popular shopping had become in
Malaysia.

Free Wi-Fi offer in Hong Kong
Visitors to Hong Kong now have free Wi-Fi access at citywide
hotspots to access latest tourist information. Visitors can
access the website of the Hong Kong Tourism Board (HKTB)
for free. Click here for the details.

Mughal India - 4 days from $635pp
‘Mughal India’ allows travellers to experience the
culture and history of Northern India. This 4 days /
3 nights Adventure World tour by private car is
priced from $635pp. Travel by road from Agra to
Delhi, taking in the majestic Taj Mahal, and all the
culture, art and imperial history on offer in northern
India, including Fatehpur Sikri, India’s legendary
ghost town.

Japan Ski Season
Fathom Asia has information and prices for the
2010/2011 Japan Ski season. Accommodation costs
at Alpine Chalets, Hakuba, 5 hours from Tokyo,
start from $256 for a one-bedroom chalet (max 4)
to $478 for a 3-bedroom chalet (max 6). Chalets are
self-contained and shops, restaurants and bars are
easily accessed. Shuttle buses leave for all ski
fields from the chalet car park.
Contact Fathom Asia on: resv@fathomasia.com or
phone 0800-240 915.

The Mughals
governed
India in the
16th and 17th
centuries, and
their legacy is
a traveller’s
dream.
Stop to explore the city of Sikandra and visit the
tomb of Akbar, the greatest of the Mughal
emperors. Visit the Amber Fort on the back of a
brightly coloured elephant, and experience the
spectacular Palace of the Winds.
The package includes private car touring and a
driver, three star accommodation, all breakfasts,
transfers, local guides and sightseeing including
entrance fees.
Call Adventure World on 0508 496 753.
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Langkawi to be developed
Langkawi, the island group in the northwestern
Malaysian state of Kedah near the Thai border,
is to be developed into a global tourist
destination.
The government has set up a special committee
to encourage the development of products,
including eco-tourism and health tourism.
Airlines, including those from China and India,
will also be invited to develop programmes.

Tokyo Midwinter Sale fares
Air Tahiti Nui has Midwinter Sale fares from
Auckland to Tokyo from NZ$990 return.  One
way fares are also available in either direction,
TYO-AKL or AKL-TYO from NZ$650.  Ex
AKL fares have been filed in GDS and some
blackout dates apply. Sale ends 23AUG.
All prices are per person, and include Q surcharges but
are exclusive of YQ and other taxes.

THE AMERICAS

Experience Kuala Lumpur
‘Kuala Lumpur Uncovered’ is a four-night
getaway priced from $365pp designed to
acquaint travellers with the bustling cultural
metropolis. KL is a fascinating city where old
colonial architecture blends with Malay and
Asian influences, colourful markets and Hindu
temples - including those situated amongst the
400 million-year-old limestone caves of Batu.
Package includes four night’s accommodation
at the central Berjaya Times Square Hotel,
return airport transfers and breakfast daily, and
a free voucher valued at MYR100 to use at the
hotel’s rejuvenating Jojoba Spa.
Call 0508 496 753 or visit
www.adventureworld.co.nz for more
Adventure World special deals.

From 31 October 2010, we will fly four times daily to Tokyo: twice to Haneda 
and twice to Narita. A choice of gateways that makes visiting Tokyo even easier.

DEP: 1540
DEP: 2220

ARR: 2305
ARR: 0545+1

SQ634
SQ636

DAILY
DAILY

SINGAPORE HANEDA*

DEP: 0015
DEP: 0655

ARR: 0640
ARR: 1320

SQ633
SQ635

DAILY
DAILY

SINGAPORE*HANEDA
DEP: 0945
DEP: 2355

ARR: 1720
ARR: 0730 + 1

SQ12
SQ638

DAILY
DAILY

SINGAPORE NARITA*

DEP: 1115
DEP: 1900

ARR: 1800
ARR: 0140 + 1

SQ637
SQ11

DAILY
DAILY

SINGAPORE*NARITA

*Flight schedules are subject to regulatory approval    + 1 arrives the next day

WITH TWO NEW DAILY FLIGHTS TO HANEDA 

From Ruins to Riptides
Peru, which is not often recognised for its
adventure sports, is to host the Quiksilver ISA
World Junior Surfing Championship for 2011.
The beaches of Paracas and further along the
north coast are ideal for water sports, including
surfing. With the world’s longest left-hander and
consistently empty waves and beautiful coastline,
Peru will be an ideal location for the prestigious
annual competition.
Awarded the honour by the International Surfing
Association, the world’s governing authority of
surfing, the country will host the Junior World
Surfing Championships in wave rich Costa Verde,
Lima, on the western coast of Peru, 30APR-
08MAY11.   www.peru.info

  Yukon Northern Lights
World Journeys says the Yukon is the place to
view the stunning Northern Lights (Aurora
Borealis) and has just the 3-day/2-night package
that includes accommodation, transfers to/from
Whitehorse Airport, transfers to/from viewing
chalet, hot drinks and snacks at the viewing
chalet, city tour, Aurora Borealis certificate. It is
priced from $783pp share twin.  Contact Kim or
Sue for details 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz
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What’s New in Anaheim/Orange County
It may have been the middle of a miserable Auckland winter,
but agents were ‘Walking on Sunshine’ at the Anaheim/OC
trade function at the Maritime Museum on Tuesday night.
The friendly team from Southern California, many of whom
are familiar faces, had flown in to unveil their new campaign,
based around the catchy 80s tune, and had no trouble
attracting more than 180 consultants. This, they said, was a
much bigger turnout than in Melbourne or Sydney, and there
was a steady stream from the moment the doors opened.
The team had plenty of new product information to impart
plus lots of goodies and door prizes.
Among the new developments:
• Southern California’s landmark Disneyland Hotel is
undergoing major renovation, including a new pool and water
play area, where guests of all ages will enjoy an immersive
water play area with Monorail-themed slides. The existing
NeverLand Pool will receive a cosmetic makeover and
construction is scheduled to begin this month, for completion
by summer 2011.
•   The inaugural Anaheim International Film Festival will
debut 13-17OCT10, showcasing the latest independent feature
and student films, documentaries, live action shorts and
animation from across America and the world. Thousands of
attendees are expected to visit the five-day festival and
participate in film screenings, master classes and workshops
taught by industry professionals, and star-studded gala events.
• Disney’s California Adventure® Park’s “World of Color”,
the new nighttime spectacular water show, debuted in June as
the next major milestone in the expansion of the park. It
brings Disney animation to life with powerful fountains that
create the world’s largest projected water screen.
“Silly Symphony Swings”, a classic swing attraction themed
to the Disney animated short, “The Band Concert” (1935) has
also just opened.
“The Little Mermaid – Ariel’s Undersea Adventure,” and
“Buena Vista Street” – the all-new entrance to Disney’s
California Adventure® Park – will both debut in 2011.
The expansion will culminate with the new, 12-acre addition
“Cars Land,” immersing guests into a world inspired by the

hit Disney/Pixar movie, Cars.
• Howard Johnson Anaheim’s family-friendly hotel across
the street from Disneyland has opened Castaway Cove, a
watery pirate playground with slides, water cannons and a 200
gallon drench bucket. Visit www.hojoanaheim.com and click
on Take a Tour.
• The Discovery Science Center’s “Planetary Research
Station” is a six-foot, 3-D globe that is animated to display
dynamic images of the atmosphere, oceans, land, and solar
system, as well as other data sets developed by the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The center also
debuted a Boeing Rocket Lab exhibit inside the upended
signature “cube” in July.
• To celebrate the Peanuts 60th Anniversary, Knott’s Berry
Farm will debut a new nighttime light show, “Snoopy’s
Starlight Spectacular,” where guests will see their favorite
characters in scenes that personify them. The show will run
every evening the park is open after 8pm.
• LEGOLAND® California Resort is investing more than
15m in 2010 with a new 5.5-acre Water Park and “A Clutch
Powers 4-D Adventure.”
• In April, Nordstrom department store opened a two-level
138,000 sq. ft. store at Fashion Island. Los Angeles-based
Fluxus, a boutique with a loyal celebrity following, also
opened a new flagship store here. A $100m reinvestment is
underway at the coastal center, which is set to be complete by
the holiday season 2010.
• Macy’s at Horton Plaza, San Diego is one of over 800
Macy’s stores across America, and all of them accept the
department store’s new International Savings Card, offering

10% savings on regular, sale and clearance merchandise (with
some exceptions). Macy’s has also unveiled a new dedicated
web site – www.visitmaceyusa.com – making it easy to
download the Savings Pass as a voucher.

For the latest discoveries on places and to go, things
to do and people to see in Anaheim and Orange
County go to, anaheimoc.org.

CLICK
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Whistler in Winter
World Journeys’ Kim and Sue
say they can assist with
booking your client’s Canadian
winter experience.   A 6-day/5-
night package from Vancouver
staying at the charming
mountain resort of Whistler is
priced from $1762pp share
twin, including 5 nights’
accommodation, a two-hour
snowmobile tour, 30-minute
sleigh ride, one-hour dog
sledding tour, one-hour
snowshoe tour and return
transfers from Vancouver.
Call them for details on
0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

MIDDLE EAST / AFRICA
Blackberry ban
The UAE’s looming ban on BlackBerry
e-mail, messaging and Web browsing
services will extend to foreign visitors
too, says the country’s telecom regulator.
The UAE contends some BlackBerry
features operate outside the country’s
laws, “causing judicial, social and
national security concerns.” At the heart
of their concerns is the way the
BlackBerry handles data, which is
encrypted and routed through servers
overseas, where it cannot be monitored
for content they deem politically or
morally objectionable or for illegal
activity.
The ban is scheduled to take effect
11OCT.

The Road to Damascus
Middle East specialist The Innovative Travel Co. is offering flexible
tailor-made itineraries for Syria.  A popular choice featured in the 2010
Ancient Kingdoms Holidays programme is the 5-day Secrets of Syria ex
Damascus, which takes in the sites of this ancient city including the
Bazaar, Azem Palace, Umayyad Mosque and others.  Day 3 travels to
the famous Silk Route oasis city of Palmyra, where the Temple of Baal,

South Africa’s World Cup follow-up
SA Tourism will spend R188m on a marketing drive for the rest of the
financial year to ensure that millions of international soccer fans who
came to SA for the World Cup become regular visitors.
SA Tourism will spend R88m domestically, while its satellite offices
globally will spend R100m on a campaign that hopes to reach 1.4-billion
people, according to Business Day.
In the international market, the NTO will launch a new TV campaign
called 20 Experiences in 10 Days, playing on the 2010 World Cup. It will
air globally on CNN, BBC and SkyNews.

Libya
revealed
World Journeys
Director Kate
Gohar was
interviewed on
TV One’s
Breakfast show
this week,
talking about
travel to Libya.
Kate says “The
interview
generated a lot
of interest, in what I believe is a region rapidly growing in popularity,
particularly for the well-travelled client.”
Kate is escorting a 25 day “Libya, Egypt & Jordan” journey in April

2011.  World Journeys is also
promoting its 8-day
“Discover Libya” package
which covers the absolute
highlights for the first time
visitor.
To watch the TV interview
click on this link  and contact
Kate at World Journeys for
further details 0800 117311
or kate@worldjourneys.co.nz

the theatre, colonnaded streets
and other amazing ruins of this
city will be unforgettable.
Highlight of Day 4 is visiting
the world’s best preserved
Crusader castle, the Krak des
Chevaliers.
Freephone 0508 100111 or
info@innovative-travel.com
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Emirates check-in at Dubai Metro stations
Passengers flying on Emirates now have more options for
check-in when they travel, with the introduction of self-
service, check-in kiosks at three Dubai Metro stations.
Emirates’ customers can now access their boarding pass and
travel directly to Emirates Terminal 3 on the metro at
Terminal 3 station, using kiosks located at Mall of the
Emirates, Burj Khalifa / Dubai Mall and Financial Centre
metro stations on the Red line.
Passengers only need the reservation code or the ticket
number, or their Emirates’ Skywards membership number, to
access the service. Check-in at the metro stations should be
done at least two hours prior to the flight’s departure time, in
accordance with Dubai Metro timings.

EUROPE
Greek drivers back at work
Greek truck drivers were back at the wheel on Monday after a
week-long strike that stranded thousands of travellers and
nearly dried up fuel around the country at the peak of the busy
tourism season.
The trucks began to supply service stations, with normality
expected to return completely by today. Many tourism
businesses complained they were badly hit by the strike which
began over plans to reform the tightly-controlled freight
sector.
Analysts warn anger is likely to flare up again after the
summer holidays as Greeks feel the impact of a further drop
in the key tourism sector, increasing unemployment, tax hikes
and high inflation.

Anzac Tour from $329pp
Explore the battlefields of Gallipoli on Adventure World’s
Anzac Tour. This independent tour enables passengers to visit
the battlefields and memorials to gain a thorough
understanding of WWI conflicts that were fought there.
Departing from Istanbul, this 2-day tour is priced from only
$329pp and is essential for any visitor travelling to Turkey.
For travel until 31OCT10. Call Adventure World on 0508
496753 or visit www.adventureworld.co.nz.

The Beautiful Game in an Olympic arena
Your clients can experience the excitement of the beautiful
game first-hand at an Olympic venue before the Games begin.
Wembley Stadium, Old Trafford (Home of Manchester
United), Millennium Stadium, St James’ Park (Home of
Newcastle United) and Hampden Park will all play host to
football on an Olympic scale during the 2012 Olympic
Games.

Diddy gives Glasgow style cred
An exclusive free concert, MTV Crashes, will take place at
The Old Fruitmarket, Glasgow on 29SEP headlined by global
superstar Sean ‘Diddy’ Combs’ new collective; Diddy – Dirty
Money.  The show will be filmed as a MTV Worldstage and
broadcast via MTV channels in 161 countries and over 640
million households as part of MTV’s global Friday night live
music programming.
The event involves the close partnership of MTV, Glasgow
City Marketing Bureau and EventScotland with the aim of
reinforcing Glasgow’s style credentials to a global audience.

Turkish Delight Pass now $349pp
Fez’s 8-day/7-night Turkish Delight Pass is now priced from
$349pp. The operator’s hop-on hop-off bus (the Fez Bus) is
the only such network in Turkey and is a popular service with

TOUR PRODUCT

independent budget travellers and
backpackers, departing every
destination every second day in an
anti-clockwise direction from
Istanbul.
Price includes transport in a fully air-
conditioned bus with an English
speaking onboard tour leader and
guided tours of Troy and Pergamum
(entrance fees additional).
Valid for travel until 09OCT10.
Upgrades are available.  Call
Adventure World on 0508 496753.

SKIMAX Japan/USAC - Save $$ by 31AUG
Agents have until 31AUG to obtain great savings for their
clients on Northern Hemisphere ski & board SKIMAX
packages.

AVIATION

The Innovative Travel Co. advises that
Japan Niseko’s Hakuunso Lodge is
currently priced from A$1289pp twin (mid
season 04JAN-31MAR11) including 7
nights accom with breakfast and 6-day lift
pass.
In Canada, Whistler’s Crystal Lodge is
priced from A$863pp twin including 7
nights accom and 6-day lift pass, and in the USA, Aspen’s
Gant Condominiums, currently priced from A$1176pp twin
including 7 nights accom and 6-day lift pass.  A selection of
kids ski free and stay/pay offers are also available.
Click here to download the SKIMAX earlybird specials and
Freephone 0508 100111 info@skimax.co.nz  or visit
www.skimax.co.nz

Cathay signs for 30 aircraft
Cathay Pacific Airways, coinciding with the airline’s
announcement this week of an interim profit of $HK.6.84
billion (NZ$1.22 billion), also announced that it has entered
into a letter of intent with the Airbus Company to buy 30
Airbus A350-900 aircraft. The airline has also expressed its
intention to exercise existing purchase rights in respect of six
Boeing 777-300ER aircraft.
The all-new A350 XWB (“Extra Wide Body”) will form the
backbone of Cathay Pacific’s future mid-size wide-body fleet,
with the new planes being delivered between 2016 and 2019.
The A350-900 variant is capable of flying over 8,000 nautical
miles non-stop, which will enable Cathay Pacific to operate
the aircraft across its route network, including on non-stop
flights to Europe and North America.
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CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD LATEST ROUTE MAP

Jetstar renews push to simplify border controls
Jetstar boss Bruce Buchanan is again campaigning for the New
Zealand and Australian governments to drop immigration checks and
passenger charges for New Zealand-bound trans-Tasman traffic.
He first raised the issue almost two years ago and this week told The
Australian newspaper that removing controls on one side of the
Tasman would remove the duplication involved in performing
customs, immigration and quarantine on both sides of the Tasman.
While the changes could be made on either side, airlines tended to fly
to fewer points in New Zealand from a bigger number in Australia. “It
would make more economic sense to do it that way,” Mr Buchanan
said.
A new Access Economics study commissioned by the airline estimates
that dropping border controls between the two countries would see
return fares fall an estimated $94, passenger numbers increase 13%,
create 1500 jobs and add a combined $454 million annually to New
Zealand and Australia’s GDP totals.
Customs Minister Maurice Williamson told the NZ Herald the
proposal was “a nice concept, but it would be extremely difficult and
costly to implement in practice.
“This is because there would need to be a huge amount of alignment
between the two countries and their systems to ensure all biosecurity
and immigration risks can be identified and managed.”
The paper says the proposal has been welcomed by Qantas, Pacific
Blue and Air New Zealand.

Qantas: Enjoy the Journey
Getting in ahead of Air New Zealand’s upcoming changes to its cabin
service offering and differentiating itself from Jetstar, Qantas has
launched a new Tasman advertising campaign called ‘Enjoy the
Journey’.
The campaign reinforces QF’s full service, two class offering on all
flights across the Tasman. It focuses on service, food and wine
(including NZ wines in Business Class), in-flight entertainment and
QF’s extensive network.
It also highlights the New Generation B737-800 aircraft operating on
the route, the first three of which carry NZ registration and crew and
are named after famous Kiwis. More -800s are due.
Enjoy the Journey advertising is appearing in print, online and outdoor
mediums.

Jetstar executive changes
Qantas CEO Alan Joyce has announced changes to
the management of Jetstar aimed at positioning the
Jetstar brands for future growth, particularly across
the Asia region.
Jetstar CEO Bruce Buchanan will become the
group chief executive officer for Jetstar, continuing
to oversee the Jetstar brands, with a focus on driving
expansion into new markets.
David Hall, currently group executive corporate
services and technology at Qantas takes on a new
role of chief executive officer, Jetstar Australia and
New Zealand to ensure continued success in these
core markets. Hall, who had earlier been Jetstar’s
chief financial officer, will report to Bruce
Buchanan and will be responsible for flying
operations, airports, pilots, cabin crew, engineering,
safety and technical programs, including the
introduction of the Boeing 787 Dreamliner to the
Qantas Group fleet.
The chief executive officer of Jetstar Asia, Chong
Phit Lian, will have her role expanded to include
responsibility for Jetstar investments and businesses
in Asia, which includes responsibility for building
its Singapore long haul flying hub.

Mexicana files for bankruptcy protection
Mexicana has filed an insolvency petition with a Mexico City
district court to ensure the continued operation of the
Company. Likewise, a Chapter 15 petition was filed with a
New York bankruptcy court in order to obtain bankruptcy
protection and injunction relief in both countries.
Similar to Chapter 11 of the United States Bankruptcy Code
and other similar legislations, this recourse grants companies
a reasonable timeframe in which to reorganize themselves in
an orderly manner while continuing to operate.
Compañía Mexicana de Aviación announced that as of 6pm
central time 04AUG all ticket sales have been suspended and
no tickets will be issued until further notice.
The decision affects only Mexicana ticket sales.
MexicanaClick and MexicanaLink are independent carriers
and will therefore continue to sell and operate domestic
flights as normal through www.mexicana.com and all
traditional channels.
This decision will allow CMA to convey with certainty that
domestic flight sales will continue as normal through
MexicanaClick and MexicanaLink.
Compañía Mexicana de Aviación will continue to operate its
international flights in the interests of protecting passengers
who have already purchased flights, and ongoing union
negotiations in the hope of a positive outcome.
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BKK base for Thai Tiger
Singapore low-cost carrier Tiger Airways has signed a MoU
to partner Thai Airways International in setting up a new
budget airline to be based in Bangkok.
Thai Tiger is expected to take to the skies in the first quarter
of next year and is Tiger’s second foreign venture after its
operations in Australia.
For THAI, the move is an attempt to grab a piece of the
growing low-cost market.
Thai Tiger is expected to provide strong competition to the
fast-growing Jetstar and AirAsia operations in SE Asia.

CRUISE NEWS

For bookings and information contact Viking today toll free 0800 447 913 or 
email newzealand@vikingrivercruises.com. Visit www.vikingrivercruises.com.au

Viking takes you to the heart of your destination where you will experience European Christmas traditions at their most authentic. Viking is 
offering four Christmas itineraries; Winter on the Danube, Winter Rhineland, Winter Holiday and European Winter Sojourn. 

Save $1,000 per person on 2010 Christmas itineraries + Complimentary Wine

Special Christmas Season Cruises!

Save $1,000 per person + Complimentary Wine. Book and pay in full by 31 July, 2010.

Conditions apply. Contact Viking River Cruises for details. Discounts listed are in Australian dollars, per person. Refer to offer 21 when making a booking. Offer expires 31 July 2010 and valid on 2010 sailings only.  
Complimentary wine (2 glasses with dinner onboard) included with offers.

T H E  W O R L D ’ S  L E A D I N G  R I V E R  C R U I S E  L I N E . . . B Y  F A R ®

Viking River Cruises
– River Cruise Atlas 2011
For the 2011 season, Viking is offering 20 itineraries in
Europe, Russia, Ukraine, China and Egypt with what it calls
its best ever Early Booking Discount for bookings made by
31OCT10. The line’s new River Cruise Atlas brochure also
features two new state-of-the-art ships, Viking Prestige and
Viking Emerald, and new itineraries, the 11-day Passage to
Eastern Europe and 12-day Pharaohs & Pyramids cruise tour
in Egypt.
For more info about ships, itineraries and promotions visit
www.vikingrivercruises.com.au.

Cruise Holidays early bird
reminders
Cruise Holidays reminds agents to
secure their clients’ space for Oceania
Cruises Europe 2011 sailings by the end
of the month.  Prices are due to increase
on 01SEP10, and until 31AUG, clients
can also receive up to US$300pp
onboard credit on selected sailings.
The same goes for Swan Hellenic
Cruises, where clients can get 10% off
brochure fares for 2011 Europe cruises.
Fares start from NZ$2,000pp share twin
for a 15-day cruise from Sharm El
Sheikh, Egypt to Dubai on 23NOV11.
Cruise Holidays also reminds agents that
early booking offers for Voyages of
Discovery’s recently released brochure,
The Mediterranean, Northern Europe &
The Black Sea, expire 31AUG10.
Offering an impressive 20% off regular
brochure fare, prices start from only
NZ$1,985 pp share twin on their
10SEP11 10-night European
Connoisseur cruise London to Lisbon.
Call Cruise Holidays on 0508 CRUISE
(278 473) or 09-523 7788 for instant
availability.

Windstar Cruises short life 2-for-1 fares
Windstar Cruises is offering 2-for-1 fares on select winter Costa Rica and
Panama Canal voyages between 19DEC10 and 26MAR11 on new bookings
made by 14AUG10 on the 148-guest Wind Star.
To complement these sailings, Windstar’s Shore Excursion program features
28 adventures encompassing sea explorations, snorkeling, cultural and
historical experiences, as well as walking and hiking journeys that can be
purchased online at www.windstarcruises.com.
For full details and bookings, Call Francis Travel Marketing on 09-444 2298.

Karaoke with live music on Carnival
Carnival Cruises has announced plans to put passengers on stage in front of
other passengers in karaoke concerts backed up by live bands.
Superstar Live Karaoke, as the line is calling the new offering, will involve
passengers belting out favorite tunes accompanied by Carnival guitarists,
keyboarders and drummers, as well as backup singers.
The new live offering will be additional to Carnival’s traditional pre-
recorded, sing-a-long music track system.
USAToday quotes Carnival as saying would-be performers can sign up for
Superstar Live Karaoke with an on-site host in the designated lounge on
each Carnival ship. Participation will be available on a first-come, first-
served basis.
Carnival says the new program already has been tested on the Carnival
Conquest and Carnival Valor, and premiered this week on the Carnival
Pride. It’ll be on all 12 Carnival ships that operate itineraries of seven days
or longer by year’s end, the line says.
Carnival is following in the footsteps of Princess Cruises, which also
recently added karaoke backed up by a live band.
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Celebrity Century’s 2011-12 Aust & NZ cruises
Celebrity Cruises has announced details of Celebrity Century’s 2011-12
Australia and New Zealand season, including a rare 36-night Australasian
circumnavigation departing from Auckland.
The ship, which has 900 cabins, 45% of which have balconies, will make a
total of nine sailings, comprising seven unique itineraries that range from
12 to 18-night cruises, calling at 30 ports in five countries. When she
arrives in NOV11, it will be the first time in two years since the cruise line
sailed in the region.
“We are excited to welcome Celebrity Cruises back to our waters and be
able to invite New Zealanders to discover what makes this award-winning
cruise line so special,” says Mark Kinchley, the line’s sales manager in
New Zealand.
“With many cruises departing from Auckland we’re delighted to now offer
New Zealanders a new choice in premium cruising, sailing conveniently
from their doorstep.  Celebrity Cruises is a favourite around the world and
is consistently recognised for its contemporary design, personal service and
incredible dining options.”
New Zealanders will be able to depart from Auckland on selected sailings
with Celebrity Century’s programme including 12- and 13-night cruises
between Auckland and Sydney. The cruise line offers maximised port visits
on its New Zealand itineraries with fewer days at sea than any other
comparable itinerary. It also offers a special 13-night Christmas and New
Year sailing from Sydney to Auckland.
Celebrity Century will circumnavigate Australia and New Zealand at the
end of the season, departing from Auckland and making the first-ever call
by a Celebrity ship at Geraldton, Broome, Darwin, Cairns, Brisbane,
Adelaide, Albany and Bunbury. It will also make a maiden call in Bali,
Indonesia.
Clients have a selection of sailings which can be taken separately or joined
together for an extended ‘combination’ voyage. Individual cruises range
from 12 to 18 nights – combinable into voyages of 30 to 36 nights –
departing from Sydney, Fremantle and Auckland.
Celebrity Century begins her programme with an 18-night Tahiti cruise
from Honolulu to Sydney, and departs the region with an 18-night Tahiti
cruise from Sydney to Honolulu.
Early birds who book by 31DEC10 save up to A$900pp and onboard credit
of up to US$250 per cabin on selected sailings. Prices for a 12-night New
Zealand cruise departing Sydney on 30NOV start from A$1,879 per person.

Pacific Pearl Earlybird Sales Blitz
biggest ever
Complete Cruise Solution is currently “blitzing”
through travel agencies nationwide to promote their
current P&O Cruises Earlybird Sale for the Pacific
Pearl.
The Complete Cruise Solution team will visit nearly
500 agents making it their biggest ever sales blitz in
New Zealand.  The Earlybird Sale offers a range of
cruising options and up to 60% saving on fares for
sailings on the much anticipated ship.
The start of the Earlybird Sales campaign was
marked by the launch of Earlybird Beach Cricket, an
interactive online game which gives agents the
chance to win $1000 with every P&O cruise booking
made before 23AUG.

House of Travel Taupo receive goodies to promote
P&O’s latest ship. L to R: Christine Houltham
(Complete Cruise Solution), Steve Sievwright, Jane
Cederwall, Peter Appleby, Vicki Reardon & Belinda
Clark (Complete Cruise Solution).

Amsterdam’s anchor
recovered
A 60-ton anchor that broke off
Holland America Line’s ms
Amsterdam back in May has been
recovered from Alaska’s Sitka
Sound in an ambitious underwater
operation.
Alaska’s KFSK public radio
reports the anchor and its chain
were lifted in a complex,
$100,000 operation that required
divers to descend 200 feet using a
special mix of helium and oxygen.
It then took them just 35 minutes
to secure the half-million-dollar
anchor to a chain to be pulled to
the surface, which was then
reattached to the ship.
Cruise ships normally carry a
spare anchor in case one is lost.

A la carte pricing
on Queen Elizabeth?
A la carte pricing for restaurant menu
items is under consideration for The
Verandah, the top restaurant on its soon-
to-debut, 2,092-passenger Queen
Elizabeth.
Cunard president and managing director
Peter Shanks told USAToday one plan
under consideration would see the high-
end French restaurant charge roughly
US$6 to $7 for appetizers and US$16 to
$18 for main courses. Desserts would be
an additional US$6 to $7.
A revival of a famed eatery found on the
original Queen Elizabeth and Queen
Mary, The Verandah will debut on the
new Queen Elizabeth in lieu of the
celebrity chef-run Todd English
restaurants found on the line’s two other
ships.

Celebrity Century
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RAIL TRAVEL
A dozen reasons for business travellers
to take the train
Rail Plus has produced a pamphlet for corporate agents which
presents 12 reasons for business travellers to “skip the plane,
enjoy Europe and travel by train”.
The pamphlet focuses on the high speed rail networks of
Eurostar, TGV, Thalys, TGV Lyria, Frecciarossa and
Frecciargento, ICE and AVE and displays routes, frequencies and
travel time details as well as simple tables “ticking” the features,
advantages and benefits of each service, for both First and
Second Class travel.
Among the 12 reasons identified by Rail Plus are the high speed
network; the ability to work on board; arrival in the heart of the
city; access to international airports, comfort and flexibility.
Rail Plus NZ Ltd general manager, Alka Thapar, said all 12
reasons were important to time-poor corporate travellers.
“This is an easy-to-understand, handy tool for consultants
specialising in corporate travel, although most reasons are
important to leisure travellers as well,” she said. “This is not a
high-gloss pretty emotive brochure showing off Europe’s
stunning scenery, but a matter-of-fact sales document we have
developed in association with Rail Europe.”

“High-speed rail is enjoying strong growth, because of the
expanding high-speed networks in recent years and the broadening
appreciation of the benefits by busy business travellers.
“There is strong word-of-mouth endorsement coming from
customers, but we like to think too that agents’ awareness of
international rail as a great mode of transport is also having an
impact. More agents are adding high speed rail to their customer
itineraries because their consultants now have a better knowledge
about the product,” she said. For the pamphlet, call Alka Thapar.

ACCOMMODATION

Tel 021 377 926 / 09 375 9024, email athapar@railplus.co.nz

SiteMinder switches on link with Callista PMS
Online hotel distributor, SiteMinder, has launched a global, two-
way integration between the Callista property management
system (PMS) and room booking websites around the world.
The connection means hotels using Callista’s PMS can now have
their room availability and pricing distributed automatically to
dozens of online accommodation booking sites such as Expedia,
Wotif, Booking.com and Agoda, using SiteMinder’s online
technology. And in return, reservations from booking sites are
automatically captured by SiteMinder and dropped directly into

hotels’ Callista PMS, eliminating the need to manually re-key
booking site reservation emails and faxes.
The Callista Group is the largest supplier of hospitality systems
in NZ with a 22-year history in software development and
exports its software to 16 countries. Its software manages more
than 25,000 guest rooms.
More than 3500 accommodation providers in over 30 countries
now use SiteMinder as a booking site channel manager.

GM appointed for new AKL Airport hotel
The 150-room, 4-star Sudima Hotel Auckland Airport,
under construction and due to open in the first half of
2011 ahead of the Rugby World Cup, has appointed
Stuart Long as its general manager.
The property is adjacent to the Ventura Inn & Suites and
occupies the last freehold site on George Bolt Drive. It
will feature an all-day restaurant and bar, a dedicated
ballroom opening onto landscaped gardens, and will
offer a swimming pool in lush surroundings and a gym
fitted with the latest equipment. The hotel will also
incorporate the latest green technologies.
Sudima operates two other hotels in New Zealand, at
Christchurch Airport and at Rotorua.
For any early business enquiries, call Stuart Long on
09-238-1781 or email aspell@vodafone.net.nz

Claus for Celebration
‘Tis the season to plan the company Christmas function,
says Heritage Auckland.  The hotel has festive packages
for either a staff get together or client celebration. The
hotel has a range of venues available from the Deco
Grand Tearoom to the roof top pool deck.
Plus, book a Christmas lunch or dinner of 50 or more
paying diners and receive one free night hotel stay
voucher with breakfast for two and a valet car park.
Heritage Auckland is also offering a host responsibility
overnight stay in a superior room including a car park
for $199 (incl. GST).   Call Kaye Watson at
kayew@heritagehotels.co.nz or 09-979 7436.
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INDUSTRY

Hilton Worldwide has announced that, effective 01SEP10,

its Diamond and Gold HHonors members will receive

complimentary high-speed internet access.

Student Flights to open in NZ
Youth and adventure travel retailer Student Flights is to open across
New Zealand, with the first store opening at 357 Victoria Street,
Hamilton next Monday.
Backed by Flight Centre (NZ) Ltd, Student Flights will provide the
Kiwi youth market with a wide range of student and cheap airfares,
along with tailored adventure travel product.
Flight Centre managing director, Rick Hamilton, says the launch of
Student Flights here will benefit not only students, but the youth
market as a whole.
“The “OE” is an integral part of Kiwi culture and we have seen a 19
per cent increase of permanent departures to the United Kingdom in
the last quarter compared to previous year and a 33 per cent increase
of permanent departures to the United States. Student Flights will
provide specialist travel advice to this key youth market.”
Mr Hamilton says there are plans to launch further Student Flights
stores.

Expedia TAAP’s best week yet
“Expedia TAAP NZ had its best week ever last week, just when we
were preparing for the seasonality downturn,” reports local
representative Chris Jones.
“TAAP transaction figures were 25% above the same period as last
month, which in turn was 25% above the previous month. TAAP agents
are realising the great opportunity with unbeatable rates and wide
inventory through Expedia.
“It’s remarkable to see how quickly agents sign up and start booking.
Expedia inventory is so broad, agents can nearly always find
availability which just isn’t available elsewhere.
“Expedia now has over 120,000 properties on the system and I talk to
agents every day who love the ease of the system.”
Jones says Expedia is running a 50% Off Special for the Gold Coast
right now, alongside 50% off some great properties in Japan. “So it
doesn’t matter where your client is going, Expedia has the product and
the price,” he says.

Key suppliers sign up for PAICE 2010
Air New Zealand has confirmed that it will be exhibiting at the
Pacific Area Incentives and Conferences Expo (PAICE 2010). The
carrier will have a stand in the Australian section of the exhibition
but will talk about all of its services available to organisers of
offshore incentives, weddings, group tours, conferences and
meetings.
Also making a return to PAICE after a one year break are
destination management company ATS Pacific Fiji and Gold
Coast-based Harbour Town Outlet Shopping.
Meantime, Oman has also confirmed it will be at the exhibition –
making it a first for the Middle East destination.
A full list of exhibitors can be found at www.paicexpo.co.nz
PAICE 2010 is being held at SKYCITY Auckland Convention
Centre from 9am to 5pm on 15SEP.
The last stands at the exhibition are on sale now. Anyone
interested in purchasing a stand should contact Tess Mason, email
tess@promag.co.nz
Buyers can register for the exhibition at www.paicexpo.co.nz

Gilpin appointment boosts C&I service offering
Corporate specialist, Gilpin Travel has extended its C&I service
offering with the appointment of Sophie Killgour to the position of
Events Account Manager, reporting to newly appointed Conference
and Incentives Manager, Julie Jolley.  Sophie joins Gilpin from
United Travel Newmarket where she was an award winning senior
consultant specialising in the cruise sector. The move to Gilpin is
something of a homecoming as her earlier travel career was with the
corporate agency.

Stand Fast Travel Ltd trading as United Travel Paeroa, 54

Belmont Road, Paeroa, is the second TAANZ member to

default in the past few days.
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