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Auckland’s National Convention Centre bids in
The Ministry of Economic Development has received at least four
proposals for the development of a National Convention Centre in
Auckland.
Gerry Brownlee’s ministry had called for Expressions of Interest for
growing New Zealand’s share of the international business events
market and strengthening the national network of convention venues.
Bids for a purpose-built, international standard convention and
exhibition facility that can cater for large conferences of at least 3500
delegates have been submitted by The Edge, SkyCity, Ngati Whatua and
ASB Showgrounds. The NZ Herald says there is also talk of proposals
involving various waterfront sites. The options range in cost from $229
million to $550 million.                                                           Cont.... p2
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Auckland’s National Convention Centre bids in

…Cont from p1
The Edge, Auckland City’s conventions, arts and
entertainment complex which includes the Town Hall and the
Civic, has plans to expand its Aotea Centre.
SkyCity wants to build a new 4600-seat national convention
centre on land it owns across from the casino on Hobson St.
This would be linked to the main building by an airbridge.
SkyCity also wants to expand the capacity of its existing
convention centre under the SkyCity Grand Hotel from 1000
to 2000 people by building a 48m-wide bridging structure
above Federal St linking it to its casino complex on level five.
Ngati Whatua o Orakei Maori Trust Board proposes
developing a convention centre on former railway land next to
Vector Arena.
ASB Showgrounds at Greenlane envisages a 5500-seat
facility alongside its recently expanded exhibition halls,
which offer 3.5ha of indoor floor space. It is the cheapest of
the known options and construction could begin almost
immediately. The Showgrounds proposal includes a possible
four-storey, $450-room hotel adjoining the convention centre.
Whichever proposal is taken up a national convention centre
it will attract, when operational, almost 22,000 additional
international visitors per year and deliver an additional $85
million in tourism-related expenditure per year. It will also
create hundreds of new jobs and boost shoulder and off-peak
tourism.

Wellington hop-on hop-off tour
The InterCity Group’s GreatSights New Zealand has plans to
launch a hop-on hop-off bus tour of Wellington in September.
The tour will connect tourist sites of the city including Te
Papa, the Cable Car, Wellington Zoo and Parliament.
Passengers will have the option to take the one-hour round
trip on the 30-seat bus or hop on and off at their choice of
stops.
Tickets are $30 for adults and are valid for 24 hours.

Riverboat voyages up the Whanganui  Riverboat voyages up the Whanganui
For the first time in 82 years, a riverboat has journeyed 230km up
the Whanganui River from Wanganui to Taumarunui.
The four-day voyage, complete with passengers, saw the
Adventurer 2 successfully poled and winched through 239 rapids
and seeing sights not viewed in this way for decades.
Baldwin Adventure Tours (www.adventurer.net.nz) offers a range
of options:
• One-day journeys through the most scenic 50 miles of the

middle stretch just as it was done 100 years ago.
• Two-day upriver journeys through the most scenic middle

stretch where passengers winch and pole up rapids and enjoy a
night in the comfort of the historic Bridge to Nowhere Lodge.

• Three-day downriver journeys* from Taumarunui to Wanganui
where you shoot the rapids and soak up the beauty of the quiet
reaches.

• Three or four-day upriver adventure journeys* from Wanganui
to Taumarunui where this riverboat poles and winches up
rapids as was done 100 years ago.

In related news, Whanganui River tourism operators are pleased
the Wanganui District Council has decided to assist two
financially strapped local trusts with the rejuvenation of the
famous local riverboat PS Waimarie. The 1899 paddle steamer,
which was salvaged from the river’s mud in 1993 and restored by
volunteers, had run out of funds, had its winter sailing schedule
suspended and risked being lost to the city.
*Available from October 2010 after winter rains and manpower have restored
these channels to a safe navigable passage.

Hunt begins for new CCT chief
After three years at the helm, Christchurch & Canterbury
Tourism’s chief executive Christine Prince has resigned
effective 31AUG.
CCT board chairman Paul Bingham said Ms Prince had
made a substantial contribution to CCT over the past three
years and under her leadership the organisation had
continued to grow and adapt.
The search for a new chief executive would begin
immediately but it was likely to be three or four months
before the appointee was in place.
Board member Ian Hay will take on the role of acting
chief executive, on a part-time basis, from 01SEP until the
new chief executive started.

Game Animal Council formed
The New Zealand Association of Game Estates has
welcomed the report recommending the establishment of a
national Game Animal Council, released on Wednesday
by the Minister of Conservation.
Association spokesman Don Patterson, said “A game
animal council made up of all those who value New
Zealand’s big game animals for either recreational or
commercial reasons, and charged with managing them
properly, was long overdue. Management is consistent
with all other countries that truly value their wildlife.”
He said that for the professional hunting industry to
safeguard its future as a major tourism sector, it will need
to set the highest standards, covering all aspects such as
animal welfare, hunting ethics and environmental impact,
which were enforceable and underpinned by legislation.
“The Game Animal Council will provide a balanced
forum where future issues can be handled and regulations
can be put in place and enforced.”

Grand Pacific Tours will be honouring all current tour

prices printed in its 2010-11 Luxury Coach Holidays

brochure valid for travel 01SEP10-31MAY11.

Any GST increases passed on from its NZ suppliers will

be absorbed by GPT.
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Dunedin’s new stadium taking bookings
Dunedin is set to benefit from the lucrative conference and
event industry, with the Forsyth Barr Stadium attracting
interest from both sides of the Tasman.
The Otago Daily Times reports the yet-to-be-completed
stadium was showcased at last week’s MEETINGS 2010
trade fair, and its ability to cater to as many as 1000 diners
attracted interest from New Zealand and Australian
conference organisers and event managers.
Dunedin Venues Management Ltd marketing and
communications manager Jo Scully told the ODT that, as a
result of the trade show, several dates had been “pencilled

Bollywood showcases Queenstown
New Zealand is about to get massive global exposure
in what is being tipped as a hit Bollywood movie.
I Hate Luv Storys, starring top stars Sonam Kapoor
and Imran Khan, is a classic lightweight music, dance
and love fest movie - shot in Queenstown.
It will be released today following extensive publicity
in the Indian press touting New Zealand’s attractions.
As well a nationwide Indian release, I Hate Luv
Storys will have global release among expatriate
Indians.

Maui ShortBreaks to Hanmer Springs
Following the success of Maui Weekend ShortBreaks in
2009, the company is offering a relaxing and invigorating
weekend getaway to Hanmer Springs.
Starting from $360, this price includes campervan hire, full
cover insurance, and entry for four to the Hanmer Springs
Thermal Pools, plus two nights at a powered site at Hanmer
Springs Top 10 Holiday Park. All you need to do is collect
your camper and hit the road for a well-deserved escape that
won’t break the bank.
The Maui and Hanmer Springs ShortBreak offer is available
from the Christchurch branch with a return to the same
location.  Customers can collect their motorhome anytime
after midday on Friday, and return on Sunday.  ShortBreaks
are now open for bookings with travel till 30SEP10.
Maui has a range of ShortBreak deals starting from $270. To
see which campervan suits, take a virtual tour of all Maui
Motorhomes online at www.maui.co.nz

MEETINGS proves a winner for Blue Baths
Being named runner-up to Air New Zealand in the best
individual stand awards at last week’s MEETINGS business
tradeshow at Auckland’s SkyCity was the cherry on top for
The Blue Baths Establishment.
Managing director Jo Romanes said attending the annual
tradeshow was a crucial sales tool for her company, and it
more than met with her expectations this year.
It was the first time Mrs Romanes had committed to a
double stand to promote not only Rotorua’s Blue Baths but
the company’s other Historic Venues, including a property in
the South Island. It was also the first time the company had
showcased itself as an individual product rather than being
part of the regional Rotorua stand.
The gamble paid off as Blue Baths/Historic Venues was not
only named runner-up best individual stand but received a
hugely positive response from New Zealand and Australian
buyers.
Mrs Romanes says she is “very confident” that the Blue
Baths will see some really good business next winter largely
because Australian buyers know delegates can now fly direct
to Rotorua from Sydney. Australian buyers were also
interested in the company’s ability to tailor multi-day
package options suited to Air NZ’s current Tuesday arrival/
Saturday departure schedule.

Using large format imagery, blue cast-iron bath seats, and
characters from their theme shows proved engaging for buyers.
Craig Davson of C & H Entertainment, a vital part of the Blue
Baths/Historic Venues theme show and function offering, was
a real hit with visitors to the stand. His characters – the Pirate
King (from Pirates of the Blue Pearl), Frank Sinatra (from
Stars at the Baths), Mad Hatter (from Manic Mad Hatters) and
the OSH man (from Regulations Rule!) charmed the buyers
and delivered a real sense of the professionalism, fun and value
Blue Baths/Historic Venues theme shows offer.
Mrs Romanes said their signature formal dinner functions and
gala events also caught the attention of buyers looking for
high-end incentive product.

Jo Romanes (second right) and Blue Baths team
on their award-winning stand.

AUSTRALIA
V8 Supercars confirmed for Aust Grand Prix
Melbourne has signed a five-year deal to keep the V8
Supercars at the Australian Grand Prix ensuring Albert Park
remains the home of one of Melbourne’s premier major
sporting events.
The agreement between the Australian Grand Prix Corporation
and V8 Supercars Australia will also see a new endurance
format called Albert Park 500 with tire changes and fuel stops
and increased prize money.
In 2010, more than 305,000 people attended the four-day event.

in”, with more likely in
the coming months. The
venue is taking
bookings from August
2011 and several
conferences had already
booked the venue, she
said.
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Aust & NZ - a lot to gain from
working more closely together
The Tourism Futures conference being held in Brisbane
next week, will consider the final results of its Roy
Morgan industry survey, which shows one-third of the
Australian industry is keen to co-operatively market with
New Zealand.
“The Australian industry acknowledges New Zealand’s
marketing supremacy in this survey, which highlights the
opportunity we have. Not everyone has the ‘best in the
world’ sitting right next door,” said Mr Tony Charters,
Tourism Futures convenor.
“The survey also points to a mood for co-operation, with a
realization that it may not be in our best interests to go
head-to-head with New Zealand when vying for
international visitors. Despite our sporting rivalries,
perhaps we have a lot to learn from New Zealand, and a
lot to gain from working more closely together.”
Australia and New Zealand could potentially present as a
united destination, under a strategic alliance including
marketing, quality standards, training standards and a
relaxation of border controls, similar to the ten ASEAN
countries in South East Asia.
“ASEAN countries established strategic partnerships
because they recognised the global community does not
see them as ten separate tourism destinations. Travellers
will naturally seek to move across the region to achieve a
diverse range of travel experiences,” said Mr Charters.
“We don’t do fjords and glaciers, they don’t do deserts or
tropical experiences - Australian and New Zealand are
complementary. And when you’re talking to markets in
the northern hemisphere, asking them to take an
expensive, long-haul flight you’ve got to make the offer
irresistible.
“We have a strong delegation of key executives from New
Zealand’s industry at the conference this year, so the
discussions could be very interesting,” said Mr Charters.

Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre
celebrates 15 years
The Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre this month celebrates
15 years of consistently strong financial and operational performance,
and providing the catalyst for Queensland’s growing share of the
lucrative business events market.
BCEC is officially ranked among the top three convention centres
world-wide by the Association Internationale des Palais de
Congress.
Over those 15 years BCEC has hosted 12,000 events and eight
million visitors, and driven 10.8 million hours of staff
employment and $2.2 billion in economic benefit.
BCEC is forecast to record a strong financial year ahead with 10
more conventions than in the current financial year and with the
number of larger conventions more than doubling in number from
8 to 17.
BCEC is now embarking on an expansionary phase with the
development of a five-level boutique extension of its convention
facilities, BCEC on Grey Street.
Opening in mid 2011, BCEC on Grey Street is specifically
designed in response to an increasing market demand for smaller
and medium sized meetings. The expanded facility offers the

unique capability of accommodating meetings of 200 to 8,000
people.
BCEC on Grey Street will create 4,000 new full time jobs in
its first 15 years of operation and provide the opportunity to
host an additional 250 events each year.
The boutique concept had exceeded forecasts with very
encouraging early high demand for the new facilities, with 33
conventions already confirmed and a further 31 awaiting
confirmation.

Crave Sydney International Food Festival
Some of the biggest names on the world food scene are heading to Sydney this
October for the Crave Sydney International Food Festival.
The World Chef Showcase, one of the festival’s signature events, is presented by
Etihad and held at Star City Hotel. This must-see event has remarkable chefs and
food personalities from around the world bringing their creative genius to Sydney,
to join Sydney’s and Australia’s finest for two action-packed days.
The Crave Sydney International Food Festival (01-31OCT) is a month-long
celebration of Sydney’s amazing food scene and offers extraordinary food
experiences in unique Sydney locations. Kicking off with the Barbecue Madness
launch weekend (02OCT), the feast of extraordinary food-themed events stretches
from the finest fine dining at the city’s leading restaurants to the hawker-style
Night Noodle Markets in Hyde Park (11-22OCT).
Visit www.siff.com.au and for tickets to World Chef Showcase, go to
www.ticketmaster.com.au/worldchefshowcase

Over half the Australian tourism
industry rates New Zealand its
fiercest competitor, with the
most successful marketing
campaign in the past 12 months,
according to the Tourism Futures
Roy Morgan industry survey. 55%
of survey respondents ranked the
100% Pure New Zealand campaign
as the best in the world excluding
Australia, well clear of Canada
(7%), India (5%), UK/England (3%)
and South Africa (3%).
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Tassie for world wine map
Tasmania will be on the world wine map following confirmation
that Hobart will host the biennial International Cool Climate
Symposium in 2012.
Hundreds of scientists, academics and wine industry people are
expected to attend the gathering 01-04FEB12. The symposium has
already attracted a group of European viticultural researchers,
Groupe d’Etude des Systemes de Conduite de la Vigne, to
convene in Hobart at the time of the 2012 conference, and Master
of Wine Jancis Robinson has been confirmed as keynote speaker.
The centrepiece of the symposium will be the results of a big
research project into pinot noir and sparkling wine done over the
past three years at Tamar Ridge and University of Tasmania.
Linking it to Savour Tasmania or a series of regional events are
possibilities that will be explored, as well as working with the
2012 Tasmanian Wine Show, due to be held in the week or so
leading up to symposium.

Cruise ship facilities for Portland
Portland Bay on the Great Ocean Road will be positioned as a
potential stop-over for cruise ships and a whale watcher’s
paradise following this week’s announcement of an A$4.6 million
infrastructure upgrade.
Part of the state government’s A$631 million investment in
Regional and Rural Victoria, the upgrade to berthing facilities
would allow Portland Bay to become a vibrant tourism hub,
creating jobs and boosting the local economy.
Portland is the oldest European settlement in what is now the state
of Victoria. The only deep water port between Adelaide and
Melbourne, its rich history includes time as a whaling and sealing
base and as the home to Australia’s only settled Aboriginal
people, who lived in circular stone huts.

Tourism Australia has teamed up with the country’s

convention bureaux and centres to launch the Australia

Associations Project.  CIT magazine says the project will

target the associations market by offering support and

access to Australian government and industry leaders to

help improve content and boost delegate attendance.

SOUTH PACIFIC

Australia through local eyes
As part of its new ‘There’s nothing like Australia’
marketing campaign, Tourism Australia has asked
ordinary Australians to snap pictures of the country’s most
inspiring landmarks. From the 30,000 entries, eight
finalists have been chosen, each of whom will receive a
$5,000 holiday to the state they captured on camera. The
overall winner, decided by public vote and announced on
03JUL, will receive an A$25,000 Australian holiday of
their choice.
The best entries will be displayed online as a mosaic on a
map of Australia, which people can use to search interests
and destinations.
http://www.nothinglikeaustralia.com/index.htm

Air Pacific resumes AKL-Suva today
New Zealanders can now fly Air Pacific directly from
Auckland to Suva.
FJ430 was scheduled to leave this morning at 0800 on
its once-weekly round trip, returning from Suva at
1520.
Regional general manager for Air Pacific in New
Zealand, George Dyer, says the new B737-700
international service into Suva’s Nausori Airport offers
Kiwi travellers an important alternative to Nadi.
“This service will be popular for business travel, as
well as people wanting to visit friends and relatives
near Suva, and for families looking for an alternative
entry point into Fiji for their holiday.  We’re thrilled to
be able to offer this service once again after several
years of flying into Nadi only,” says Mr Dyer.
The airline will add a second weekly flight at the same
scheduled time on Mondays from 02AUG.
www.airpacific.com

Melanesian Arts Festival 12-24SEP10
For the first time in its history, New Caledonia will host the
Melanesian Arts Festival, celebrating the traditional and
contemporary arts from all the countries of the region.
Every festival has a particular theme that expresses the spirit
in which the host country wishes to greet its visitors. The
theme for the 2010 festival is Melanesia 21st Century: Our
identity is ahead of us.
Over 12 days in September, a thousand festival attendees from
New Caledonia, the Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, Fiji
and Vanuatu will come to share their talent and experiences
with the public.
The great innovation for the 2010 event will involve four
outrigger canoes travelling from the village of Kone, through
the entire length of New Caledonia, passing through the eight
customary land tenures of the Territory to finish their trip on
24SEP in Noumea on New Caledonia’s citizenship celebration
day.
Click here to download full details of the Melanesian Arts
Festival, an event that will be a major selling point for
holidays in New Caledonia.

Stay Pay Bounty Island – Fiji sales extended
Stay 4 Pay 2 in an air conditioned Bounty Island Resort
beachfront Bure, plus kids stay, play and eat for free.
Sales now to 15AUG10 for travel to 31MAR11. Closeouts
apply 24DEC10, 15JAN11.
Note: Bounty Island Resort still has space available in its
Beachfront Bures for JUL and SEP/OCT school holidays.
Contact your wholesaler for details or visit
www.ateam.co.nz for more information.

Fiji Winter Escape Special
Rydges Hideaway Resort, Fiji has released a winter escape
special with a 40% saving on its Frangipani Bures. Valid for
sales to 16JUL and travel to 30SEP10. Contact your
wholesaler for details and bookings.
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Rebuild of Nuku’alofa’s cruise wharf
A $32 million reconstruction of Nuku’alofa’s Vuna
Wharf was announced last Friday by Tonga’s Prime
Minister, Hon. Dr Feleti Sevele, who expects the
facility to attract up to 100 cruise ship visits a year to
the Kingdom.
The PM envisages a bustling tourist centre, which will
include the Vuna Wharf, a yachting marina, a shopping
mall and the Royal Palace.
An agreement has been signed for dredging the
entrance to the wharf and its reconstruction, and the
new Vuna Wharf facility will come into operation at
the beginning of 2012.
Another multi-million dollar project that has been sub-
contracted is an extension to the Royal Palace, and
work on the extension had begun.
After its completion in November, the Privy Council
will return to [meet at] the Palace where it used to be
held. The Palace Office will return, as will the
archives, the office of the Lord Chamberlain and the
national registry for National Cards.
The projects are being funded from a $180 million
government loan from the Exim Bank of China for the
reconstruction of Nuku’alofa.

Cans only for Niue
Hogan & Associates, who represent Niue Tourism
here, have advised that taking bottles of beer into Niue
as part of a duty free allowance is not permitted. The
bottles will be confiscated by customs staff on arrival
and returned when visitors leave Niue.
Visitors are permitted to bring in up to 8 litres of beer,
but only in cans.
This restriction is shown on the Niue Tourism website
(and also Hogan’s) but not on the current Jasons Map,
and there have been recent cases where clients were
not aware of this restriction.
Duty free stores will also be advised of this restriction.

Stay Pays re-released for all room types
Pacific Resort Rarotonga and Pacific Resort Aitutaki have re-released their
Stay 5 / Pay 4 specials.  Sales are to 31JUL10 with travel to 31MAR11.
These Stay/Pay specials include NZ$50 F&B credits per room per day, and
are now applicable to all room categories at both resorts.
Te Manava Luxury Villas & Spa, Rarotonga has also re-released its Stay 5 /
Pay 4 special with sales to 31JUL10 and travel to 31MAR11.  The Stay/Pay
special includes a complimentary bottle of wine on arrival and is valid for all
villa categories.  Travel blackouts: 01JUL-31JUL10 and 26DEC10-
08JAN11.  Contact your wholesaler for further details.

ASIA

Hayden
Porter, Niue
Tourism’s
new
general
manager
tourism
development
seems to be
settling into
life there
quite well.
This 20kg
wahoo was
caught
before work
the other

day….

New India product for Adventure World
Adventure World has just released two new tours that allow travellers to
experience the breathtaking sights of the Himalayas and absorb the culture.
Ananada in the Himalayas is a 4-day / 3-night package in which travellers will
experience ‘true bliss’ in an amazing spa resort located at the foothills of the
Himalayas. Priced from $2035pp, this package includes all Spa Treatments,
return transfers from Delhi, accommodation in a Deluxe Palace View Room,
selected meals, daily use of the hydrotherapy facilities and opportunities to
participate in scheduled spa lifestyle and wellness activities including Yoga,
meditation and cooking demonstrations.
The concept of the “Village Trek” is unique as it provides an insight into the
lives and daily routine of the Kumaoni villagers. Adventure World’s Himalayan
Village Walk is a 7-day / 6-night tour priced from $2217*pp that offers a chance
to experience the Kumaoni people’s warm and genuine hospitality. Price
includes transport from Delhi to Kalmatia Sangam Resort on day 1 and from
Kalmatia Sangam Resort to Delhi on day 7, all meals, 3 nights at Kalmatia
Resort and 3 nights at village houses, English speaking guide and porters.
Call 0800 238 368 for more information.

Delhi’s new terminal
looking good
Industry veteran Harish Bajaj has received
the following message from Sarab Jit
Singh, managing director, Travelite India,
regarding Delhi’s new airport terminal:
“I am pleased to inform you that in
preparation for the fast approaching
Commonwealth Games, New Delhi’s new
international terminal will welcome its first
flight in the first week of July 2010. Being
on the panel of Industry experts invited for
a pre-tour of the terminal, it is with great
pleasure that I inform you that this terminal
is world class standard and will break a
number of records for introducing ‘first of
its kind’ services and facilities at any
international airport worldwide.”

http://www.thailand.net.au
http://www.jewelinthesouthpacific.com
http://www.kirratours.co.nz
www.macautourism.gov.mo
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090803.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090826.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090831.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20091109.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20091118.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=621
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=624
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=628
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=654
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=654
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=656
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=656
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=656
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=656
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=648
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=423
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=654
http://www.completecruisesolution.co.nz/bigpromotion/
http://www.niueisland.com/
www.adventureworld.co.nz/SpecialOffers/NEW_TOURS_-_Explore_the_Himalayas_.asp
http://www.thailand.net.au
http://www.jewelinthesouthpacific.com
http://www.kirratours.co.nz
www.macautourism.gov.mo
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=654
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=654
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=656
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=648
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=423
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=654
http://www.completecruisesolution.co.nz/bigpromotion/
http://www.niueisland.com/


20100702                       www.travelmemo.co.nzPage 7

Macau Sands eyes budget packages
Hong Kong listed casino operator Sands China Ltd. may team
up with a Chinese airline flying to Macau to start two to four-
day budget package deals to Macau, boosting tourism to the
world’s biggest gambling hub.
Billionaire owner of Sands, Sheldon Adelson has said he
plans to recreate the Las Vegas Strip on Macau’s 1.8-mile
Cotai Strip and trigger a jump in the non-gambling portion of
casino operators’ earnings. About 85 percent of Sands China’s
customers come from mainland China.

THE AMERICAS

Stay 2 Pay 1 at
Le Meridien Phuket Beach Resort
Active Asia has specials with the 5 star Le Meridien Phuket
Beach Resort.
Your clients can now stay in a newly renovated Deluxe
Garden View Room from $215pp per night twin share, and for
stays between now and 30SEP10 they can Stay 1 Night, Get 1
Night Free, including breakfast.
Go to www.activeasia.co.nz/agents for a copy of the flyer, or
contact Active Asia on sales@activeasia.co.nz for more
details.

Mexico, Cuba & Guatemala Escorted
World Journeys still has some availability remaining on their
28-day Escorted Journey to the best of Mexico, Cuba &
Guatemala, departing 08OCT10.  Highlights include ancient
Mayan ruins, colonial cities, stunning beach resorts, and
colourful markets.  Priced from $12,980pp share twin, this
includes airfares ex AKL, transfers and sightseeing in air-
conditioned vehicles, entrance fees, 4-star hotels, many meals,
and the services of a World Journeys Host (subject to a
minimum number of 15 passengers).  Airline taxes, fuel
surcharges, a Cuban visa fee and tipping are additional.
Contact World Journeys 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

King Kong 360 3-D at Universal
The new King Kong 360 3-D experience opened yesterday at
Universal Studios Hollywood.
Part of Universal’s enhanced studio tour, it is billed as “the largest
most intense 3-D experience on the planet.”
“But,” says the LA Times reviewer, “having been-there, done-that, I
can say it’s no exaggeration.”
Created by Lord of the Rings director Peter Jackson, the attraction
reportedly makes you feel as if you’re immersed in the middle of a
dense jungle watching as the giant ape mixes it up with dinosaurs.
“You can smell the earthy dampness, feel the wind, and, on more
than one occasion, get wet when Kong knocks the spit out of a T-
Rex,” says the reviewer.
Riding on trams, visitors wear 3-D glasses and enter a darkened
sound stage, each side wall of which is covered with slightly curved,
187-foot-long, 40-foot-high movie screens.
It takes 16 projectors working simultaneously to show the huge
images. Moreover, the screen images project at 60 frames per second
(compared to 24 frames per second in the typical film) making for
super high resolution. The tram sits on motion simulators, each car
separately choreographed to the screen action taking place nearest it.

MIDDLE EAST / AFRICA
Soccer fails to deliver for Qantas
Qantas, in an application requesting a two-year extension of its code-
share agreement with South African Airways, has revealed that the
FIFA World Cup had failed to deliver a “short-term demand
injection” during an otherwise flat period on flights between
Australia and South Africa.
The Age says Qantas called the actual level of bookings
“disappointing”.
Qantas also highlighted in its application the impact that V Australia
has had on boosting competition since beginning services between
Melbourne and Johannesburg early this year.
It described the newcomer as an “effective and vigorous competitor”,
having achieved a “respectable market share” of 15% in its first
month of operations in April. That had the effect of lowering Qantas
and SAA’s combined market share to 68% from 75% in 2009.

Tented Tanzania

Kalahari
dry season deal
A 3 nights for the price of
2 deal is currently on at
Jack’s Camp and Camp
Kalahari in Botswana’s
Kalahari Desert until
31AUG10, says World
Journeys.

World Journeys is
promoting Lemala Tented
Camps in Tanzania as the
best way to experience the
region’s environments and
wildlife.  Director Brett
Barclay has just returned from East Africa and says “This
superb collection of seasonal camps is set in stunning
wilderness areas of Ngorongoro, Serengeti, Tarangire and
Manyara, close to the finest game viewing locations.
“Lemala camps are all about positioning you at the right
location, at the right time so that you can capture the best
wildlife action in Tanzania.  Lemala Ngorongoro, for
example, offers the best gateway to the crater – you don’t
have to queue at gates to enter the crater floor and are able
to go down as early as 6.15am or leave as late as 6.00pm
ensuring you can enjoy quiet game drives and best light
conditions for photography.”
Call 0800 117311 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

The tour operator’s director Brett Barclay has visited
the camps recently and rates them amongst his absolute
favourites, saying “The combination of spectacular
wildlife, with the absolute luxury and charm of the so-
called ‘tents’ is a winner.  Where else in the African
wilderness do you find Persian rugs underfoot, a pool
pavilion, and high tea 1940’s style?”  Call World
Journeys 0800 117311 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz
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EUROPE

easyHotel for Dubai’s Jafza
easyHotel Dubai, Jebel Ali, the budget hotel chain’s first
venture outside Europe, is now taking reservations at
www.easyhotel.com ahead of opening its doors on
01AUG10.
Located inside Jebel Ali Free Zone (Jafza) on Sheikh Zayed
Road, it is just a five-minute walk from the Jebel Ali Metro
Station No 42, and is perfectly located for all Jafza-based
companies, and is easily accessible by bus, taxi or train
from anywhere in Dubai.
The hotel, which offers 216 air-conditioned bedrooms over
six floors, is celebrating its launch with double rooms on
sale from AED 99 per night.
Its pricing policy: “the earlier you book, the less you pay”.
Rates during high demand periods are more expensive.
Services such as luggage storage, early check in, late check
out, vended snacks and drinks and wi-fi internet access will
be available at small additional charges to guests.

Holyrood Abbey opens to visits
This summer visitors to Scotland’s Palace of Holyroodhouse in
Edinburgh will be able to tour the ruins of Holyrood Abbey as
part of their visit.
Half-hour tours as part of a visit to the Palace of Holyroodhouse
will operate 18JUL-30SEP and admission includes an audio tour.
The ruins have influenced many writers and artists including
Felix Mendelssohn who was inspired by the melancholy grandeur
of the abbey to write his Scottish Symphony.
The Palace of Holyroodhouse is perhaps best known as the home
of Mary, Queen of Scots. It was also briefly the headquarters of
Bonnie Prince Charlie during the 1745 uprising. It is now the
official residence in Scotland of Her Majesty The Queen.

Castles &
Beethoven
The epic history,
legend, music,
and architecture
of Central
Europe are
revealed around
every bend in
Cruise West’s 11-night adventure along three of Europe’s
most beautiful rivers – the Danube, Main, and Rhine.
Highlights include Vienna, Salzburg, a 900 year old
Benedictine Abbey, exceptional wines and German beers, a
Beethoven concert and stunning river scenery throughout.
Departing 02OCT10, prices start at US$4,999pp share twin,
and single supplements are waived subject to availability.
Call World Journeys 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

World’s biggest half-marathon
The Bupa Great North Run, the world’s biggest half marathon,
with 54,000 runners, takes place on 18SEP  in the Newcastle
Gateshead area of north-east England.
The Great North Run raises millions of pounds for charity and
this year it will be televised live on BBC television. There will be
at least 17 different ‘Bands on the Run’ entertaining runners and
spectators along the route from Newcastle to South Shields.
www.greatrun.org

VisitBritain’s ground-breaking website
VisitBritain has launched a ground-breaking new website
VisitBritain.com, a key part of the NTO’s digital strategy
using social media, online content and mobiles to enthuse
potential visitors to Britain.
With 95% user generated image content throughout, the new
version of visitbritain.com provides an immersive, 22-
language online experience, including the latest social media
platforms and magazine-style travel features which
showcase the experiences Britain has to offer the overseas
visitor.
VisitBritain recognises that social media has become crucial
in the way families decide which holiday to go on, and so
syndication and aggregation are enabled within the site so
that all content is available across a wide range of travel
sites and blogs.
Photo galleries that bring to life Britain’s diversity of
people, places, cultures and activities are enabled via Flickr.
Visitors are also able to see how easy it is to explore Britain
by means of maps presented throughout the website
alongside inspiring videos and images.
Laurence Bresh, director of marketing, VisitBritain said:
“The new website is key to delivering our strategy to inspire
visitors to visit Britain before, during and after the Olympic
Games.

Gloucester Cathedral hosts
big sculpture exhibition
The UK’s largest exhibition of sculpture in 20 years comes
to Gloucester Cathedral in September.
The exhibition, called The Crucible, will contain more than
70 sculptures created in the last 50 years, including pieces
by some of Britain’s best-known artists, as well as works by
internationally famous sculptors. Some pieces have been
borrowed from private collections or specially loaned, and
several have been made specially for the exhibition. Many
have never been seen in public before.
www.crucible2010.co.uk
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AVIATION

Phase 4 under way at Auckland Airport
Auckland Airport’s two new world-class duty-free shops in
the terminal’s international departures area are open, and
work is now well under way on the fourth and final phase of
the $50 million, two-year project to bring a new international
departures experience for travellers and airport visitors.
The work involves opening up a large space beyond the duty
free stores and ahead of the escalators and stairs leading to the
departure pier. This lounge area will include a food hall with
new food and beverage outlets and a fresh array of retail
stores plus big views across the tarmac. Its centrepiece,
already taking shape behind and above the hoardings, is a vast
fabric canopy shaped like a spreading tree. State-of-the-art
projection systems inside the “tree” will deliver an ever-
changing series of visual effects.
Phase 4 of the terminal redevelopment is on schedule for
completion in December.
Click here to download a 6-page feature (above) on Auckland
Airport’s big changes.

At Auckland’s international terminal,

a $50 million project

is almost finished.
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Greek carrier Aegean Airlines has become the 28th

member of Star Alliance, just over one year after it

officially was invited to join.

Borghetti lures Qantas execs
Virgin Blue chief John Borghetti has poached two senior
managers from his former workplace, Qantas and is expected
to announce a restructure of his management team in coming
days in a first step towards a wide-ranging reorganisation of
the entire airline.
He has hired former Ansett veteran Jane McKeon, who was
Qantas general manager of government and international
relations for more than 10 years. She played a key role in
negotiating air services agreements for Qantas and will boost
Virgin Blue’s presence in Canberra.
Qantas’s head of pricing, Will Owens, has also left to take
over as Virgin head of yield management.
Virgin has also hired Justin Montgomery as head of sales. Mr
Montgomery is former managing director of travel company
Creative Holidays.
Mr Montgomery also worked at Qantas under Mr Borghetti.

Virgin America goes international
California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and Sir Richard
Branson this week toasted the departure of Virgin America’s
first international flight – an A320 service from Los Angeles
via San Francisco to Toronto.
Branson used the occasion to announce that the airline will
soon inaugurate flights from SFO to Cancun and Cabo San
Lucas in Mexico.

US$1.86b from ‘ancillary services’
Revenue for US carriers from checked baggage rose by 33%
in the first three months of this year (as compared to the first
three months of last year), according to USA Today.
The industry made US$769 million on baggage fees, the
largest part of revenue from ‘ancillary’ services. They also
pocketed US$554m from fees associated with changing
reservations and US$534m from other services, such as sales
of frequent flier miles and costs associated with flying pets.
The $1.86 billion total doesn’t include revenue from food,
drinks, pillows, blankets and or seat assignment fees.

The ups and downs - Qantas MAY10 stats
The Qantas Group says it is facing increased competition at the
low-fare end of the market but business travel is picking up.
It made the observations in its May traffic statistics report,
released this week.
“Increased competition continues in the low-fare aviation
market,” the airline said in the report. “The premium market,
including the business travel market, continues to improve
demonstrating the positive effect of the portfolio strategy.”
According to a story in the Sydney Morning Herald, the
group’s monthly operating numbers showed yields remained
weak despite a 7.6% increase in passenger numbers in the
year to May.
Yields across the Qantas group, excluding the impact of
foreign exchange, were 11.4% lower in the year to May,
compared with the prior corresponding period. Domestic
yields were 3.4% lower, while the yield for international
travel on Qantas and Jetstar’s international operations had
fallen by 12.2%.

An inquiry by French prosecutors has concluded that a

combination of pilot error and faulty sensors caused an

Air New Zealand A320 to crash into the Mediterranean

off Perpignan during a NOV08 test flight conducted by

XL Airways pilots, killing all seven people aboard.

Tiger charges for check-in
Passengers have reportedly expressed disbelief and anger at
Tiger Airways’ announcement it will charge for checking in
both at the airport and online.
News.com.au readers have overwhelmingly expressed outrage
at the move, which will see customers slugged A$15 for
checking in at the airport, or A$10 for pre-booking online.
Tiger is also lifting luggage charges - 15kg will cost $20
instead of $15 and 25kg will set you back $50, up from $45.

A Cairns man has been hit with an A$4000 fine for saying

there was a bomb on a Jetstar plane from Brisbane so

fellow passengers would “move a little quicker” on

disembarkation.
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Extra baggage at discount on Emirates
New Zealand passengers who travel with additional baggage
above the free allowances already provided on Emirates can
now enjoy a discount when they plan ahead.
Emirates has launched a new pre-paid additional baggage tool
on its website. The discount represents a 15% reduction on
standard airport rates and is only applicable to purchases on
www.emirates.com.
Free baggage allowances on most Emirates routes are already
30kg for economy class passengers, 40kg for business class
and 50kg for first class.
Ticketed customers may log-in to ‘Manage a Booking’ on
emirates.com between 24 hours and 90 minutes prior to
departure to purchase selected amounts of additional baggage.
For routes that charge for additional baggage by weight,
customers may purchase 5, 10, 15, 20 or 25 kilograms. For
routes that charge by the piece, customers may purchase one,
two or three additional bags of up to 32 kilos each.
Purchases are non-refundable and non-transferable.  Adults
and children qualify, but not infants.  Only one online
purchase of additional baggage per passenger per continuous
journey is permitted.  Purchase is not available for departures
from select cities.

Spanish airline Iberia said on Tuesday it had signed

an 8 billion euro merger deal with British Airways to

create the world’s third biggest airline after

reaching an agreement over BA’s pension deficit.

American to revamp 737s
American Airlines’ 76-strong original fleet of 737s are to get a
major facelift involving slim-line seating, better entertainment
systems, larger overhead bin space, more power ports and
ultimately wi-fi. The revamp will also see AA add a dozen
economy class seats to the refurbished planes.
A rear galley will be removed to make more room.
The makeover is so the original fleet will match American’s
84 new B737-800 aircraft with all the new amenities.

Lufthansa’s Business Lounge in Departure Area B at
Frankfurt Airport, pictured after extensive renovation.
Newly reopened, the 1400sq m lounge offers a first-ever
“Jet Friends” lounge for children alongside the
customary comfort, bistro and work areas.
Besides a spacious comfort area equipped with leather
armchairs and TVs, the bistro in the completely
refurbished lounge serves hot and cold drinks, snacks,
fruit and meals in a menu that varies with the time of day.
In a separate rest room, guests can unwind and relax in
peace and quiet or freshen up in one of the five shower
rooms in the bathroom area.
Between 24JUN and 31AUG, frequent flyers can take
their family with them into Lufthansa Business Lounges
for a fee of 40 euros (50 US dollars) and make their
journey that much more pleasant and relaxed. The offer
is valid for spouses or partners and children up the age of
18 in all Lufthansa Business Lounges in Germany and the
USA.

The departure of the final international passenger to

pay a $25 departure fee at Christchurch Airport

occurred at 3pm on Wednesday. From now on, anyone

leaving New Zealand from CHC no longer needs to pay

a NZ$25 international departure fee. It has been

replaced by a Passenger Services Charge of $12.50 for

both departing and arriving passengers, which is

included in the airfare costs and collected by the

airlines.

Agents warned over BI reschedule
Royal Brunei Airlines is advising agents that its operating
schedule from October onwards is currently being finalised
and should be updated in the GDS by Friday 09JUL10.
As the new schedule will involve amendments to BI flight
schedules, including to/from Auckland, Regional Asia and
Middle East/London, they strongly recommend that agents
refrain from making any changes to existing bookings until
after Friday 09JUL. In addition, for those agents with clients
purchasing travel on Royal Brunei Airlines in-conjunction
with domestic NZ travel, they strongly recommend that the
domestic travel transaction is not undertaken until after this
date.
Agents are further reminded that when updating their
customers PNRs in their GDS, it will be necessary to reinstate
any pre-reserved seating arrangements and special meals.

Seeking to counter fears they’ll be the first victim of the

airline mergers, United Airlines CEO Glen Tilton pledged,

at a House hearing in Washington last week, to retain all

of United’s 9,150 SFO employees should his deal with

Continental go through.

The Changi Airport Group has reported a 16.7% increase to

16.6m passengers during the first five months of 2010 - its

highest year-to-date passenger growth for this period on

record - with numbers growing by 21.6% to nearly 3.39m in

May 2010, compared with the same month last year.

A group of more than 45 plaintiffs have filed a lawsuit

seeking to block the proposed merger of United Airlines

and Continental Airlines Inc on the grounds the effect

“may be to substantially lessen competition or to tend to

create a monopoly.”

Finnair is to mount daily non-stop flights between

Singapore and Helsinki from May 2011.

Olympic Air is a new airline, registered in Greece, born

from the acquisition of state-owned flag carrier ‘Olympic

Airlines’, by Marfin Investment Group in APR09.
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Ryanair cites APD for
decision to slash UK capacity
Ryanair is to slash its 2010/11 winter
capacity by 16%. The cutbacks include a
17% reduction in its services at Stansted
airport, where the Irish no-frills carrier will
be handling 1.5 million fewer passengers
than last winter.
Ryanair will be cutting winter flights at
most of its other UK bases, except
Edinburgh and Leeds Bradford, and will -
overall - fly two million fewer passengers
than last winter.
Chief executive Michael O’Leary cites the
‘damaging’ Air Passenger Duty (APD)
airport departure tax as a reason for the
capacity reduction.
The Daily Mail quotes Ryanair as saying it
would switch its unneeded London-based
aircraft “to other European bases where
governments have scrapped tourist taxes
and reduced passenger charges, in some
case to zero, in order to grow tourism and
traffic.”
Mr O’Leary said: “Sadly, UK traffic and
tourism continues to collapse while Ryanair
continues to grow rapidly in those countries
which welcome tourists instead of taxing
them.
“Ryanair’s capacity cutbacks show just how
much the UK’s tourist tax and (airport
operator) BAA’s high airport charges are
damaging UK tourism and the British
economy generally.”
He went on: “Independent capacity analysis
shows that growth has returned to the
Belgian, Dutch and Spanish markets after
their governments scrapped tourist taxes
and/or reduced airport charges.”

CRUISE NEWS
Hot Deals
- Ocean Princess Asia
Princess Cruises have ‘fantastic’ fares for
those clients wishing to cruise the Orient.
A 12-night China and Japan Explorer Cruise,
departing from Osaka and including
highlights of Hiroshima, Russia, South Korea
and the Forbidden City and Great Wall of
China, is only $2,480pp, twin share.
A 16-night South China Sea cruise, departing
Singapore and sailing to Shanghai via
Thailand, Vietnam, Hong Kong, Taiwan and
the southern Japanese islands of Okinawa, is
available from $2,944pp, twin share.

Two Oceans - One Cruise
Cruise West is offering a Presidential Cruise
from Palm Beach to Panama City, departing
03OCT10, and culminating in a transit
through the Panama Canal from the Pacific to
the Atlantic.  Highlights of the 13-night

cruise aboard
Spirit of
Oceanus include
a reception with
the Cruise West
President, the
Mayan ruins of
Mexico,
snorkelling the
reefs of Belize,
and discovering
an old Spanish

Fort in Portobello, now a UNESCO Heritage
site.  Solo travellers pay no single supplement
(subject to availability).
Contact World Journeys 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Now available  
– 2011 River Cruise Atlas! 
2011 is Viking River Cruises tenth anniversary offering high quality, 

value packed travel opportunities along the world’s most scenic 

rivers. In line with this, our 2011 River Cruise Atlas features two 

new, state-of-the-art vessels, several ship refurbishments, two 

exciting new itineraries and the ‘best-ever’ Early Booking Discount. 

To order the 2011 River Cruise Atlas visit  
www.travelexpress.co.nz 

For bookings contact Viking 0800 447 913  
or newzealand@vikingrivercruises.com.

Visit vikingrivercruises.com.au to learn more. 

T H E  W O R L D ’ S  L E A D I N G  R I V E R  C R U I S E  L I N E . . . B Y  F A R ®
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Cruise the Yangtze on Viking Emerald
Your clients can cruise China’s Yangtze River
on Viking Emerald, a state-of-the-art river cruise
vessel built for the 2011 sailing season.
Accommodating 264 guests with full
balconies, hotel-style beds in every spacious
suite and stateroom and an outstanding crew,
Viking Emerald is one of the most
sophisticated river ships in the world.
The ship’s hotel operations are 100%
managed by Viking River Cruises Swiss-
trained management team, employing the best
and most knowledgeable English-speaking
staff.
They can enjoy one of the Viking Emerald’s
269sq ft staterooms, or treat themselves to a

junior suite or suite at 301sq ft and 327sq ft
respectively. Then there’s the two 840sq ft
Presidential Suites, with king-sized bed,
separate sitting room and private wraparound
balcony.
The ship’s accommodation offers private
bathroom and shower, TV, phone, safe and
climate control. Guests can enjoy a shaded
sun deck with 360-degree views, restaurant,
library, lounge and bar with panoramic
windows, two elevators, boutique, internet
café, and an onboard doctor and tailor.
Viking Emerald’s 2011 itineraries include
Imperial Jewels of China, Roof of the World
and China’s Cultural Delights.

Tauck expands 2011 Europe offer
In 2011, Tauck World Discovery is to add two
new cruises on the Rhone River, introduce
another new riverboat, and increase its river
cruise departures by more than 30%.
The 10-day ‘French Waterways & Vineyards’
begins with an included two-night stay in
Paris at The Westin Paris and guided local
sightseeing. Passengers then board the high-
speed TGV train to Lyon to begin their seven-
day cruise, with highlights including Vienne,
Tournon, Valence, Viviers, Avignon,
Roussillon, Arles, and a memorable dinner at

Provence’s Pont du Gard.
The 14-day ‘French Escapade: Monte Carlo
to Paris’ itinerary begins with a guided
exploration of Monte Carlo and Nice during a
two-night stay at the Fairmont Monte Carlo.
Passengers then travel to Arles to begin their
nine-day cruise on the Rhone and Saone
rivers that explores Viviers, Tournon, Vienne,
Lyon, Macon, Chalon-sur-Saone and Beaune.
The trip concludes in Paris with guided
sightseeing and two nights at The Westin
Paris.

Viking River Cruises releases 2011 River Cruise Atlas
Viking River Cruises has
announced the availability of  its
2011 River Cruise Atlas,
featuring one new vessel,
several ship refurbishments, two
new itineraries and a value-
packed Early Booking Discount.
This is the third consecutive
atlas Viking produced for the
New Zealand and Australian
markets, including AUD pricing.
The company has also
announced its best-ever Early
Booking Discount. Guests can take advantage
of savings which includes savings of
$2,000pp on their Russia, Ukraine and award-
winning China itineraries as well as $1,500pp
on their Europe and Egypt itineraries, if they
book and pay in full by 31OCT10. Both early
booking discounts include quality
complimentary wine with dinner from
Mörwald Vinery located in the heart of the
Wachau Valley, Austria’s world famous wine-
producing region.
Viking River Cruises is offering 20 itineraries
in 2011 ranging from 8 to 17 days in length
and is the only river cruise company to
operate in the five regions of Europe, Russia,
Ukraine, China and Egypt.
While the majority of its river cruises are in
Europe, the company is also a Russia
specialist with a comprehensive journey
along the Volga, Neva and Svir between
Moscow and St. Petersburg and one trip
through Ukraine between Kiev and Odessa.
Viking also has 9 to 12-day itineraries in
Egypt which feature hotel nights in Cairo to
visit the Great Pyramids in Giza along with a

Nile River cruise and Lake
Nasser cruise (on select
programs).
For the 2011 season, Viking is
introducing two new itineraries.
The 11-day Passage to Eastern
Europe itinerary features an 8-
day Danube River cruise
through five countries including
Hungary, Croatia, Serbia,
Bulgaria and Romania,
bookended by hotel nights in
Budapest and Bucharest to allow

more time for exploration in these fascinating
cities. The 12-day Pharaohs & Pyramids
cruisetour explores the best of Egypt with
hotel nights in Cairo, plus a 4-night Nile
River cruise and a 3-night Lake Nasser
cruise.
In addition to the river cruise programs,
Viking is offering Explore More™ pre- and
post-cruise land extension packages.
Viking’s itineraries, ships and all other details
are at www.vikingrivercruises.com.au and the
2011 River Cruise Atlas is available from
Stocklink’s Travel Express.

Download
the latest
Viking
River
Cruises
specials
here:
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Wind Surf sails Greek Is for first time in 6 years
Windstar Cruises is offering guests exceptional opportunities
to experience the Greek Isles aboard 7-day voyages on Wind
Surf in 2011.
“The Greek Isles sailings on our 148-guest Wind Star and
Wind Spirit have been popular with our guests and due to
demand we are pleased to offer special voyages on our 312-
guest Wind Surf,” said Hans Birkholz, CEO of Windstar
Cruises.
Wind Surf’s 7-day Athens to Istanbul sailings depart 16JUL;
24SEP and 08OCT11, visiting Mykonos, Greece; Santorini,
Greece; Rhodes, Greece; Bodrum, Turkey; and Kuºadasi,
Turkey with rates from US$3,499pp double occupancy.
Wind Surf’s 7-day Istanbul to Athens sailings depart 23JUL;
01OCT; and 15OCT11, visiting Kuºadasi, Turkey; Rhodes,
Greece; Bodrum, Turkey; Santorini, Greece; and Mykonos,
Greece with rates from US$3,499pp double occupancy.
Wind Surf also offers 2011 itineraries that combine the Greek
Isles and Italy or Croatia:
Wind Surf’s 7-day Athens to Rome sailings depart 30JUL
and 22OCT11, and visit Milos, Greece; Monemvassía,
Greece; Messina, Italy; Amalfi, Italy; and Ischia, Italy with

rates on the 30JUL11, sailing from US$3,399pp double
occupancy and rates on the 22OCT11, sailing from
US$2,599pp double occupancy.
Wind Surf’s 7-day Venice to Athens sailing departs
17SEP11, and visits Pula, Croatia; Trogir, Croatia;
Dubrovnik, Croatia; Pylos, Greece; and Monemvassía,
Greece with rates from US$3,599pp double occupancy.
The ship’s deluxe, oceanview staterooms include beds with
luxury linens and mattresses, flat-screen TV and DVD
player, Bose SoundDock speakers for Apple iPods, waffle-
weave robes with slippers and sumptuous L’Occitane
products. Suites also include an extra bath, TV and sitting
area. Wind Surf also recently introduced new spa suites and
its Bridge Suites offer the additional luxury of a private
living room and whirlpool spa. Guests can dine in The
Restaurant, Degrees, Le Marché and Candles.  Wind Surf
also features a lounge, Yacht Club, WindSpa, casino, three
bars, two pools, two hot tubs, a shop, photo gallery and
watersports platform.
For fares and bookings, call Francis Travel Marketing on
09-444 2298.

Orion whale watch time in the Kimberley
Late July through to September in the Kimberley is prime
time to view pods of migrating humpback whales – and there
is no better way to do it than from onboard the luxury
expedition cruise ship, Orion.
Your clients can join with Orion’s specialist Expedition Team
to view pre-history Gwion Gwion and Wandjina rock art, land
on remote islands and beaches, explore gorges, venture into a
labyrinth of waterways in search of saltwater crocodiles or
climb to the plateau next to the highest waterfall in the
Kimberley, King George Falls.
Conveniently embarking and disembarking in Darwin or
Broome, Orion’s 10-night voyages combine exploring the
Kimberley wilderness with incredible at-sea experiences and
time in the historic pearling town of Broome with its cafes
and art galleries. All this plus the chance to see migrating

humpback whales, estimated to exceed 20,000 individuals,
breaching, tail slapping and blowing.
There are 7 Orion Kimberley Expedition voyages between
20JUL and 16SEP10.
10 nights: Darwin/Broome and v.v. typically including King
George River and Falls, Vansittart Bay, Hunter River (for
Mitchell Falls), Montgomery Reef and Raft Point, Talbot Bay/
Horizontal Waterfalls, Cape Leveque, the Lacepedes – refer to
specific itineraries for details.
Only Orion’s Kimberley expeditions include one night’s
accommodation in Broome pre or post voyage plus a Bungle
Bungle sightseeing flight at no additional cost.
Fares begin from A$9,100pp for an ocean view Category B
Stateroom. Suites begin from A$12,550pp for a Junior Suite
and Owners Suites with French Balcony are A$19,055pp.

Pacific Pearl update
Carnival Australia executives were in town yesterday for an
industry briefing on P&O Cruises first New Zealand-based
superliner, Pacific Pearl.
Mark Barnes, vp-marketing and planning and Don Clark,
director of sales, said they were “very pleased” with sales out
of this market, which are “ahead year-on-year”, adding that
there was strong interest in the ship’s cruises to Queensland
and Norfolk Island and the new 2-night and 3-night Food &
Wine and Comedy “sampler” cruises in particular.
Mark Barnes said Pacific Pearl is being refitted in Singapore
and is due in Auckland on 18DEC, before being officially
named on 21DEC and departing on its first cruise on 22DEC.
He said Pacific Pearl will be an attractive product in that,
while she will carry around the same number of passengers as
Pacific Sun, she will offer 40% more space in the public
areas. The ship will also offer this market’s first balcony
cabins, with 64 available.
Also new will be a Salt Grill by Luke Mangan signature
restaurant, the Dome 24-hour venue, the first chocolate café at
sea, a child-free Oasis, an outdoor circus and trapeze arena
and an Aqua HealthSpaFitness facility.
Complete Cruise Solutions NZ manager, Shannon Currie, says
that one of their big success stories has been their unique
CruiseLink service, providing passengers from the Hamilton,
Rotorua, Tauranga and Whangarei markets with very
attractively priced round trip coach transfers to Auckland.

Don Clark, Mark Barnes and Shannon Currie
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2011 bookings surge for Avalon
Local sales of Avalon Waterways European
river cruises for the 2011 season, including for
its new “Suite Ship” Avalon Panorama, are
now more than double the level of bookings at
this time last year.
Christian Schweitzer, Avalon’s marketing
manager Australasia, says the response echoes
a wider boom in river cruising, shown by last
year’s 37% increase* in the number of Kiwis
taking river cruises.
To debut in May, the Panorama will offer two
whole decks of all-suite accommodation, with
30% more space than the average competitor
and wall-to-wall panoramic windows that open
to make the entire suite an open-air balcony.
The 18sq m suites are cleverly designed to
create a lounge area.
Avalon Waterways cruises range from three to
22 nights and cost an average of 17% less than
2010, and earlybird deals provide further
savings of up to $1000 per couple.
Panorama will operate the 15-day Magnificent
Europe on the Danube and Rhine, between
Amsterdam and Budapest, Avalon’s most
popular itinerary with Kiwis. Priced at
NZ$7274pp twin share in a Panorama Suite, or
NZ$5687pp in a Deluxe Stateroom.
Avalon 2011 earlybird deals are available for
sale to 31AUG10 or until sold out. They
include a saving of NZ$1000 per couple on the
19MAR Magnificent Europe cruise and a
saving of NZ$600 per couple on any 2011
cruise of eight days or more.
Special offers are subject to limited
availability and conditions.
www.avalonwaterways.co.nz.
*ICCA stats

RAIL TRAVEL
Eastern & Oriental Express Chronicles of South-East Asia

Departures: 20FEB11, 30OCT11.
Tales of Laos is a three-night passage of discovery, departing
01FEB11, through the vast fields of northeast Thailand and across
the Friendship Bridge over the Mekong. It continues along the first
railway into Laos that leads to the capital, Vientiane. Guests aboard
the train are among the few overseas visitors to travel along this
route, crossing borders between two beautiful countries and
discovering a country largely undiscovered by foreign visitors.
www.easternandorientalexpress.com.

ACCOMMODATION

Paris 2CV tour wine deal
Book a guided tour of Paris in a cute Citroen 2CV via rail
specialist Rail Plus before 30JUL and your clients collect a South
of France bottle of rosé after the tour.
The “4 Roues sous 1 Parapluie” tour company offers a choice of
destinations – from a 30-minute trip around the Arc de Triomphe
and Eiffel Tower to the three-hour secret Paris insider tour – in
the comfort of the convertible 2CV.
Tour prices range from NZ$55pp for two passengers on a Paris-
Champs Elysees package to $225pp for two passengers on the
Insider Tour. The cars can carry one to three passengers.
See www.railplus.co.nz

CityLife Auckland’s Naughty Nights
CityLife Auckland, as proud sponsor of the Royal New Zealand
Ballet, is offering a package to spice up your clients’winter during
the ballet’s season of Carmen in Auckland  07-10JUL.
The hotel is offering a ‘Naughty Night’ for two with a luxury night
stay, a bottle of bubbles, valet car parking, breakfast in bed and a late
checkout for $229, plus, for the first few couples to book this
package and mention the ballet, there are also two tickets to Carmen
included.
Call 0800 36 88 88 for reservations and visit www.heritagehotels.co.nz.
(Free ballet ticket offer is strictly limited and conditions apply).

Luxury train operator Orient-Express has announced it will launch a
series of new three- and six-night rail voyages through Thailand,
Malaysia, Laos and Singapore aboard the Eastern & Oriental Express
(E&O), commencing in November 2010.  The programme contains
many elements brand new to E&O.
The quartet of new rail voyages entitled Chronicles of South-East Asia
will be offered alongside E&O’s existing year-round schedule of
classic departures between Bangkok and Singapore.
The voyages are limited to 60 guests (normal capacity is 132) per
journey and all are accommodated in spacious State and Presidential
cabins. All itineraries offer an extensive programme of exciting
excursions, overnight off-train experiences and guest lecturers on
board. A selection of wines during meals is also included in the price.
These are all a first for the train.
Legends of the Peninsula a six-night tour from Bangkok, to the white
beaches of Trang and on to Kuala Lumpur and Singapore. (Departures:
30NOV10, 20MAR11, 27NOV11)
The train crosses the spectacular wooden trestle viaduct at Tham
Kasae, one of the most beautiful stretches of railway in Thailand, and
visits the historic River Kwai Bridge before arriving in Trang for a two
day stopover at the Anantara Ski Kao Resort. Guests will be able to
relax on Koh Kradan in the Andaman Sea or take part in a Thai
cooking class, go trekking or snorkelling or sea kayaking.  Guests will
also have a morning in Penang and a full day in Kuala Lumpur, both
with a variety of activity and excursion choices.
The six-night Fables of the Hills journey departs from Singapore and
heads north through Malaysia and into Thailand before arriving in
Bangkok.  Highlights include an overnight stay in the Cameron
Highlands, a barge cruise along the River Kwai and visit to Penang.
Departures: 16JAN11, 02OCT11.
The Epic Thailand voyage visits off-the-beaten track areas seen by
very few foreign visitors.  Highlights include a visit to a traditional
village in rural northeastern Thailand, a full day in Chiang Mai and
visits to the Khao Yai National Park and an elephant camp.  In the
scenic Asoke Valley a visit is made to the family-owned Gran Monte
Vineyard for a relaxing lunch and wine tasting session.
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MEETINGS 2010 does the business for Travelodge
MEETINGS 2010 was great timing for TOGA Hospitality, who are
celebrating the first anniversary of the opening of Wellington Travelodge
Hotel and the completion of its new bar and restaurant area.
This year was Travelodge’s first as independent exhibitors at
MEETINGS. In previous years they had promoted their Travelodge
Palmerston North hotel as part of Destination Manawatu stand. The
Travelodge team at the trade event enjoyed connecting with delegates,
including a number of Australian buyers - a market they hope to grow.
“Travelodge is a really well known and respected brand in Australia,”
says TOGA Hospitality corporate relationships exec Samantha Clarke.
“By exhibiting at MEETINGS 2010 we hope to get some of the
Australians using our New Zealand properties and build the same brand
recognition in the New Zealand market.”
MEETINGS delegates who book a conference at either Travelodge hotel
before the end of August will go into the draw to win a 5-night stay at any
Australasian Travelodge Hotel.
Travelodge hotels offer day delegate packages from $45pp, with these
rates available until the end of August, and minimum delegate numbers
apply.
Travelodge Wellington has a convenient inner city location and is ideal
for boutique conferencing, with five meeting rooms which each cater for
up to 40 delegates. Travelodge Palmerston North is in a beautiful heritage
building and can cater for groups with up to 500 delegates.

Travelodge team Louise Mitchell and Samantha Clarke
chat with buyer Rachel Cook, Conference Innovators.

Peppers on the Point, Rotorua has been accepted

for membership into the Luxury Lodge Group of

New Zealand. It is one of only 19 accommodation

venues in this group of the finest 5 Star and

Exclusive Luxury Lodges in New Zealand.

INDUSTRY

Hyatt Regency Auckland is the first hotel in New

Zealand to adopt the latest FCS e-Connect system,

a one-touch job automation application which

allows guests to make any type of service request

direct from their in-room phone.

Bonus polycarbonate suitcase
with Blue Lagoon Cruise booking
TATS Club members who book on a 7-day Blue Lagoon
Cruise before the end of July 2010 (for travel to
31MAR11) receive a free Polycarbonate suitcase. Book
a Hibiscus Deck cabin and the suitcase is a 53cm 2WD
worth $159.99 retail. Book a Frangipani Deck cabin and
the suitcase is a 61cm 2WD worth $189.99 retail. Book
an Orchid Deck cabin and the suitcase is a 68cm 2WD
worth $239.99 retail.
Click Here to download the flyer.

TATS Club Member
exclusive offer
Polycarbonate Luggage –
2WD and 4WD – at
discounted prices -
Delivered to your door
(New Zealand only).
This offer is exclusively for
TATS Club Members and
TATS Associate Club
Members

Jucy Rentals Campervan Auction
Some 60 quality ex-rental campervans will go under the
hammer on behalf of Jucy Rentals at Turners Auctions
this month.
There are two different types of camper up for auction;
the Toyota Hiace 2000 Sleeper Van, which sleeps 2, and
the 3-berth Toyota Dyna 2000 Deluxe Campervan. The
campers are being sold by Jucy Rentals to make space
for a new model they are releasing in September.
Dan Alpe, managing director of Jucy Rentals New
Zealand says; “The campers still have plenty of life left
in them and are by far the cheapest available on the
market. Brand new they can go for $65,000.”
The campers will be sold in two separate auctions, one
in Auckland and one in Christchurch, with 30 campers in
each auction. The Auckland auction will be held at
Turners Auctions Penrose, Building A, corner of
Leonard and Penrose Roads, Penrose, at 12.30pm
Saturday, 03JUL.  The Christchurch auction will be held
at Turners Auctions, 1 Detroit Place (off Moorhouse
Ave), Christchurch at 12pm Saturday, 10JUL. Interested
parties elsewhere in the country are able to bid remotely
by phone bid, or using the Turners Live online bidding
system.
A full list of the campervans, including photos, is
available online at www.turners.co.nz

Click here for the flyer with full details or go to
www.tats.co.nz and click on the blue Discounts &
Special Offers for TATS Club Members box at the top of
the latest deals page.
Watch out for more discount offers, exclusively for
TATS Club members & TATS Associate Club Members,
over the next few weeks.
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This week as a mid-winter gift, House of Travel

surprised 40 lucky customers with an upgrade to

business class on their flight to Australia.
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Industry offer at Novotel
Bangkok Siam Square
The 4-star Novotel Bangkok Siam
Square in the heart of Bangkok’s
shopping and tourist area is offering all
employees of airlines, travel agencies
and hotels in the Asia Pacific Region an
Industry rate of THB1999+++ per night
on a room only basis, based on superior
rooms, with a special bonus of THB500
net cash back per night stay, for stays
01JUL-30SEP10. That rate, when the
cash-back is applied, works out at
around NZ$68.
Book “Winter Industry Rate” direct to
reserve@novotelbkk.com. Professional
ID must be shown at check-in.

World Travellers signs
with Moneydirect
Retail travel group World Travellers,
which launched in April, has named
Moneydirect as its preferred multi-
channel payment processing solution.
Unlike traditional networks, the
company has entered into a joint
venture partnership with Flight Centre
Ltd to manage its product procurement,
allowing it to operate a small
management team focused entirely on
helping members maximize sales
through effective niche marketing.
World Travellers members now have
the option of using Moneydirect – an
Amadeus and Sabre joint venture – to
manage payments to non-air supply
partners, including wholesalers, hotels,
car rental companies and ground
operators.

LATE BREAK

The statue of Christ the Redeemer

overlooking Rio de Janeiro has been

returned to full glory after a multi-

million-dollar renovation.

Ascott opens first Citadines
in Melbourne
Ascott has expanded its presence in Australia
with the opening of its first Citadines
serviced residence in Melbourne.
 Ascott has invested A$168 million to
develop the new 380-unit Citadines
Melbourne on Bourke which is now the
company’s largest Citadines-branded
serviced residence in its global network.
The property offers choices of studio, one
and two-bedroom executive and deluxe
apartments, all with floor-to-ceiling
windows, separate living and dining areas,
kitchenettes, modern fittings, a state-of-the-
art home entertainment system and wireless
broadband Internet access.
In addition, travellers can choose to enjoy a
range of facilities in the serviced residence
including a swimming pool, sauna,
gymnasium, launderette and services such as
dry cleaning and babysitting.
To celebrate the opening, Ascott is offering
introductory rates from A$150 per night from
01JUL to 30SEP10.

V Australia to be brought
under Virgin Blue wing
In a memo to staff, Virgin Blue chief executive
John Borghetti has signaled his intention to bring
V Australia under Virgin Blue’s management and
operations structure.
According to the DynamicBusiness.com.au
website, quoting the memo, Virgin Blue Holding
Group, in a complete overhaul of its
management structure will fold V Australia into
Virgin Blue.  Under the management changes,
Mr Borghetti will apparently have eight direct
reports instead of six.
The Sydney Morning Herald reports the big
winner from the reshuffle is Liz Savage, a
former easyJet executive who will take on the
combined roles of network and revenue
management. Her team is in charge of a review
of Virgin’s entire international and domestic
networks, which is not expected to be completed
until August.
Virgin Blue will also be appointing a new group
executive for government relations, in an attempt
to extract maximum value from being awarded a
contract to the Group as one of four airlines
appointed to supply domestic air travel to the
Federal Government agencies and V Australia
and Pacific Blue among 13 airlines appointed to
supply international air travel services in May
this year.
The new contractual arrangements took effect
yesterday. Virgin Blue said the appointment as
an approved air travel provider supports the
company’s continuing aim to secure a greater
share of Australia’s A$500 million annual
Federal Government travel spend.

Polynesian Spa in Rotorua is due to

open two couples’ rooms in early

August. The Spa is spending hundreds

of thousands on the two rooms and

further, associated improvements in its

retail area and Spa entrance.
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