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Stunning Scenery Free!

Give your clients the best of the South on a Kirra 
Tours 7 Day Tranz Alpine tour. Luxury coach travel, 
quality accommodation and great value!
NEW ZEALAND COACH TOUR EXPERTS!

7 Day New Zealand Tranz Alpine Tour

For further information contact Kirra Tours on 0508 3675 4772
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The South Australians
are coming to NZ!

Be in to WIN a trip for 2

to Adelaide & South Australia

FINAL CALL

REGISTER
HERE

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
ROADSHOW

23 - 26 March

Auckland         Hamilton       Tauranga

Kapiti Coast    Lower Hutt    Wellington

       Christchurch

MEXIPLAN AIRPASS

FROM JUST US$84 ONEWAY

CLICK HERE

On our website

Sunlover delivers sizzling savings for NZ
With the colder months just around the corner, Kiwis are being
encouraged to trade in their ski holidays for a beach break in Tropical
North Queensland with the just-launched Great Tropical Holidays
promotion.
A joint campaign with Sunlover Holidays, Tourism Australia, Tourism
Queensland, Cairns Airport and Tourism Tropical North Queensland,
the Great Tropical Holidays campaign runs to 30JUN. It is the first
TNQ-focused campaign of its kind to run in the New Zealand market.
Sunlover Holidays managing director Mark Campbell says that the aim
of the campaign is to showcase the very best TNQ has to offer in a bid
to increase visits by New Zealanders to the area.
During the Great Tropical Holidays campaign Kiwis will be able to
snap up bargains such as seven nights for the price of five in Trinity
Beach, seven nights in Cairns from $1045*pp twin share and Daintree
Rainforest day tours from $209* per adult, with lunch included.
“We have been generous in putting together the offers for this
campaign, ensuring that all deals feature at least one value-add such as
low rates, free nights, bonus meals, tours and even transfers,” says
Campbell.
To coincide with the campaign, Sunlover Holidays has launched
www.sunloverholidays.co.nz which will display all deals, packages and
tours in NZ Dollars.
“We created a New Zealand specific website to ensure our customers
can conveniently research, plan and book their Tropical North
Queensland holiday,” says Campbell.
Deals in the Great Tropical Holidays campaign are valid for sale for the
remainder of 2010 with selected deals valid until 31MAR11.
*Conditions apply. Prices are in NZD and are subject to currency fluctuations.
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Wellywood sign polarises opinion
Wellington International Airport’s plan to erect a
“Wellywood” sign on the Miramar peninsula has attracted
strong opinions for and against.
“The sign will be one of the first things people will see when
they arrive in Wellington,” Wellington Airport ceo Steve
Fitzgerald told The Dominion Post. “They will be left in no
doubt that this is the heart and soul of New Zealand’s film
industry, and that the city is proud of its amazing
achievements.”
Facebook groups opposed to the sign have attracted thousands
of members, calling the idea tacky.
The airport intends to erect the 3.5m-high letters on steep land
it owns above the Mirimar wharf, and the sign will be in place
by June.
Meanwhile, the trademark owner of the globally-recognised
Hollywood sign has referred the matter to its lawyers.
Scoop’s Gordon Campbell, in an opinion piece, says
Wellywood was already a lame name : enshrining it in such a
sign is just downright embarrassing. What it says, at best, is:
we’re yokels, but somehow we’re creative. Campbell says if
we are going to parody the Hollywood original, we might
instead conceivably accomplish the objective of promoting
the local film industry in an original way by erecting a huge
statue of Peter Jackson as King Kong on that Miramar
hillside, with a screaming Kerry Prendergast in his arms.

File 13 for Haast-Hollyford road idea
A Ministerial report has “killed dead” the proposed $315
million Haast-Hollyford road, according to Forest and Bird
Society national advocate Kevin Hackwell.
The Otago Daily Times has obtained a copy of the report,
written in January, from the Minister of Economic
Development, Gerry Brownlee. The name of the report writer
has been withheld under the Official Information Act.
The ODT says the ministry advised him the road might only
tweak New Zealand’s existing tourism product, would not
give the tourism industry a new point of difference, would not
constitute a nationally significant tourism development and
might be in conflict with the 100% Pure New Zealand brand.
Officials from the economic development ministry and the
tourism ministry “briefly considered” the proposal “from a
tourism economic development perspective . . . based on
information currently available”.
The ODT quotes the report as saying: “In our view, the
proposed [road] would address some of the current issues with
access into Milford Sound . . .
“While the road would enhance New Zealand’s existing
tourism product, it would be more of the same product that we
currently offer, rather than shifting tourism up the value chain.
“Given the scale of investment and noting current fiscal
pressures, the proposal would have to be weighed against
other proposals in the tourism area, such as convention
centres.
“There are other options for addressing Milford Sound access
and isolation issues.
“These proposals include private initiatives, where
government’s role would be to address barriers to access,
rather than providing direct funding,” the report states.

The Nelson Mail reports that some Marlborough
Sounds tourism operators fear they could be driven
out of business by big added costs if a proposed
navigation bylaw goes ahead.
The Marlborough District Council proposes
introducing a scale of fees on commercial operators
and requiring the installation of compulsory
automatic identification system tracking systems on
commercial vessels in the Sounds area.

Triathlete Magazine in the US has ranked the
Challenge Wanaka long distance triathlon among the
top ten scenic races in the world.
The largest triathlon-specific title in the world, the
mag has 250,000 readers.
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AJ Hackett Bungy goes hi-tech
AJ Hackett Bungy has launched a new touchscreen system that
allows customers to interact with the photos and video footage
that record their adventure experience.
Computerworld reports that the company has set up a multimedia
customer facility at its Nevis site to help visitors capture their
experiences for future viewing - and to create a strong revenue
stream for the company.
The Nevis, opened in NOV08, is home to the Nevis Arc, the
world’s highest swing, and to a Nevis bungy jump.
Sales of photo and video collateral are a core element of the
company’s business. However, most customers now carry their
own digital cameras and photo and video-capable mobile phones.
Given that technology change, AJ Hackett Bungy saw that it
would need to offer customers a compelling photo and video
product that surpassed what they could achieve themselves.
The Nevis is a pilot site for the system: a full digital solution
with its own microwave wide area network for wireless
communications, along with kilometres of fibre optics to capture
digital photo and video images from weird and wonderful
camera locations all over the gorge.
The image capture technology is augmented with touchscreen
systems that allow clients to interact directly with photos and
videos and to relive their experience immediately.
Adventurers return to the base building after their adventure
where they find a row of PCs, HP TouchSmart units with their
own proprietary software developed especially for AJ Hackett
Bungy.
Customers use their unique “jump number” to log-on to the
TouchSmarts and start interacting with footage of their
experience.
“The images and clips look and sound fantastic which really
adds to the excitement in the room,” Henry van Asch, a co-
founder of AJ Hackett Bungy told Computerworld. “In fact, the
images look so good that we’ve had to stop customers from using
their cameras to record directly from the TouchSmart displays.”
Sales of photo and video products have surpassed projected
expectations, the company says.

Waikato debates
own holiday
Support for the Waikato to cut
ties with Auckland and
celebrate a holiday in
September with a kowhai
festival is gaining traction.
The region currently shares

Auckland’s Anniversary Day holiday.
The Waikato Times reports that the kowhai festival concept
was hailed at a public meeting as being “head and
shoulders” above other ideas.
Nga Mana Toopu O Kirikiriroa spokesman Wiremu Puke,
the brains behind the kowhai festival, said it would be a
“holiday within a holiday” and embraced the entire region.
It would also break up the long stretch between Queen’s
Birthday Weekend and Labour Day by having another
holiday in between.

Spoilt for Sports in Central Park NZ
The Central Park RTO grouping will this year host
some of the best and most significant sporting
events in the country.
Triple Peaks Challenge – Havelock North,
13MAR – a 47km off-road adventure that can be
run, walked and/or cycled.
24-hour Adventure Race – Coromandel Peninsula,
20-21MAR – three races, limited to 100 teams or
300 competitors.
Kelt Capital Horse of the Year – Hawke’s Bay,
16-21MAR – showcasing 17 different equestrian
disciplines.
Festival of Speed – Whitianga, 10-11APR –
Power Boat Racing, Jet Ski Racers, Thunder Cats,
Motocross, Off Road Racers and more.
http://www.centralparknz.com/events/

SeaLink has announced special Great Barrier Island fares
for the post-Easter period. The new fares are $75pp (a
saving of up to $45) and $280 for a car (saving $70) and
will be valid for travel between 07APR and 31MAY.

 Snowsports business management
 course a first
Queenstown Resort College has launched the first Snowsports
Business Management course in the Southern Hemisphere.
The college is now offering the country’s only Diploma of
Adventure Tourism Management specialising in snowsports
management, aimed at producing graduates who are not only
passionate about the industry but who have strong business
skills.
Graduates of the two-year course will have a solid
understanding of the day-to-day operations and seasonality of
a ski resort and will be equipped with the skills and
qualifications to progress in career pathways in a competitive,
challenging and exciting global industry.
QRC CEO Charlie Phillips said the diploma was being
offered in partnership with NZSki Ltd, which operates
Coronet Peak, The Remarkables and Mt Hutt ski areas.
“NZSki has identified that it needs to employ skilled and
trained middle to senior managers, and by partnering with us
on this course they’ll hopefully end up with students who are
their future leaders.”
The first students will start this winter, doing their internship
with NZSki from June before heading into campus-based
learning. Further intakes will be taken on in OCT10 and
JAN11 and each student will complete 900 hours of
placement with NZSki, over two seasonal placements.
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Big collective push from
Northland at Convene
Northland tourism operators will be making
their biggest collective push yet into the
Auckland conference and meeting sector
when they have a presence at the Convene
Auckland Expo at SKYCITY Auckland
Convention Centre on 20APR.
Cheryl Jensen, tourism marketing –
Destination Northland, says the increased
presence from Northland operators reflects
the growing interest in doing business with
the Auckland corporate market as the
economic recession recedes.
“We feel that Northland is in a perfect
position to attract business from Auckland
buyers who are looking for something a
little different, yet close to home, without
the overheads of traveling too far,” Jensen
says.
Ten exhibitors are currently confirmed for
the Northland regional stand. This
represents a doubling of the Northland
presence over last year’s expo. A diverse
range of Northland product will be on show,
including seven new exhibitors.
Two have developed products specifically
aimed at the small function, meeting and
event market, a perfect fit with Convene’s
buyer base.
Northland exhibitors confirmed for Convene
Auckland include: Destination Northland,
Fullers GreatSights Bay of Islands,
Copthorne Bay of Islands, Haruru Falls
Resort, Food at Puketi, Adventure Puketi –
Guided Forest Experiences, Flagstaff Lodge
& Day Spa, Waitangi Treaty Grounds, Pete’s
Pioneer & Transport Museum and
Experience Hokianga.

AUSTRALIADiners Club enhances Tourism
Exchange merchant offering
Diners Club New Zealand has announced a
special partnership with Tourism Exchange
New Zealand which will allow participating TX
operators to access a competitive group-wide
arrangement with Diners Club.
“The Diners Club offer will enable Tourism
Exchange participants to access one of the most
competitive merchant schemes for the New
Zealand tourism industry,” says Chris Hunter,
Tourism Exchange ceo. “Given the type of
members that hold Diners Club Cards, we see
this as being an excellent fit with the tourism
operators participating within the Tourism
Exchange.
“The Diners Club membership base is
characterised by corporate and incentive travel
business clients and affluent spenders. These
customers travel prolifically, stay longer and
generally make larger purchases,” says Brett
McVeigh, Diners Club New Zealand business
development manager.
“We want to ensure that it is as easy as possible
for international and domestic travellers to use
their preferred forms of payments.”
Current Diners Club merchants can take
advantage of the offer as long as they are
participants within Tourism Exchange.
“Providing there is no globally negotiated
Merchant Discount Rate in place, we are happy
to make the special Diners Club offer available
to merchants as they join the Tourism
Exchange. The rate is valid for both Tourism
Exchange bookings and offline bookings. The
benefits include a competitive Merchant Rate
and Pay Terms,” says McVeigh.
www.tourismexchange.co.nz

Tassie tourism a winner
regardless
Tasmania’s tourism industry will receive a
budget boost no matter who wins the state
election, says The Examiner.
The state’s Opposition Leader this week
released an A$35m tourism package,
including an A$21m expansion of the
tourism marketing budget over three years.
On Sunday, the Labor Party had pledged
A$20m over four years to promote
Tasmania interstate and A$12m over four
years to undertake destination and digital
marketing.
The Libs also matched the Labor Party’s
promise to spend A$12.8m developing the
Three Capes Track on the Tasman
Peninsula.
The Mount Wellington cable car proposal
was also put on the election agenda, with
the pledge of a feasibility study into what
has been a contentious issue for Hobartians
since 1906.
Other Liberal Party promises included:
•A$6.5m for Tasmanian branding.
•A$120,000 for a food and wine tourism
action plan.
•A$1m for eco- tourism grants.
•An extra A$4m for promoting and
organising events.
•A$300,000 a year for the Tasmanian
Convention Bureau.
•A$250,000 to fund a feasibility study into
the Lake Margaret tourism site on the West
Coast.
•A$250,000 for a Devonport heritage
tourism trail.

John Travolta jets in for MEL F1
Qantas Australian Grand Prix
One of the biggest names in Hollywood, John
Travolta, will jet into Melbourne to attend the
2010 Formula 1 Qantas Australian Grand Prix.
Travolta, who
has been a
Qantas
Ambassador-at-
Large since
2002, will fly in
on 27MAR to
attend the event
over the
weekend.

Southport to host V8 aprés-race
Surfers Paradise business owners are calling
for compensation for the loss in turnover they
say will be caused by shifting the entertainment
component of the Gold Coast SuperCarnivale
V8 racing event to the Broadwater Parklands at
Southport.
V8 Supercars chairman Tony Cochrane
confirmed the shift to the Gold Coast Bulletin,
saying it was “the only place where 35,000
people could be put”.
“The thinking behind it was that there has been
problems in the past with race fans hanging
around the Surfers Paradise area after the race
is over, which is also a residential area,” he said.

Sydney’s Darling Harbour is to get a 4000sq
m playground, featuring a large climbing
rope structure, a sand pit with digging
implements, a flying fox and a giant slide.
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SOUTH PACIFIC

Dolphin Pod Experience
Tourists at Port Stephens, NSW will be able to get up
close and personal with a wild dolphin pod as part of a
new interactive experience, the only one of its kind in
Australia.
Visitors will pay A$229 for just five minutes in the
water enjoying what is being called a “dolphin pod
experience”.
Dolphin Swim and Imagine Cruises have joined forces
to launch the product - a four-hour “Aquatic Marine
Viewing Experience” during which four people enter
the water at any one time, attached to a cable that runs
between the twin bows of the catamaran while it sails
along at 5km/h.
“The dolphins come right in to check out the humans
riding the bows and when they got out of the water the
participants couldn’t wipe the smiles off their faces,”
tour co-founder Frank Future from Dolphins Swim
Australia and Imagine Cruises told the Daily
Telegraph.

Retracing Bligh’s epic voyage
Tourism Tonga’s Tin Can Mail reports that  Ha’apai will be
the focus of the world’s sailing enthusiasts next month as
Australian adventurer Don McIntyre sets off to re-create
one of the most extraordinary stories of maritime survival
and determination – Captain William Bligh’s 4,000 mile
open boat voyage.
The “Mutiny on the Bounty” voyage across the Pacific from
Tonga to Timor will be launched on the same day, at the
same time and in the same place 221 years after the original
mutiny journey.
The seven-week expedition aboard a 25ft long, 7ft wide,
open timber whale boat, will see McIntyre and his crew
facing the same deprivations as the original crew that were
cast adrift in the middle of the Pacific - no charts, no extra
landings, no toilet paper and not enough food or water.
McIntyre and the crew are expected to arrive in Nuku’lofa
on Monday 12APR and wll stay at Royal Sunset Island
Resort where they will make their final preparations. On
Monday 19APR, they will set off on a nine-day voyage to
the exact location of the Mutiny - where Captain William
Bligh was forcibly removed from the Bounty. From there,
the crew will sail to the volcanic island of Tofua in Ha’apai,
and spend three days exploring just as Bligh did after the
Mutiny. The expedition even hopes to visit the cave that
Bligh and his men sheltered in while on Tofua. From there
the crew will sail on and mark the beginning of their replica
voyage.
The Tonga Visitors Bureau and Tourism Tonga are assisting
with the logistics of the voyage, and Mr Sakopo Lolo-hea,
ceo and director of the Ministry of Tourism says “this
voyage will certainly provide world-wide exposure of the
Kingdom of Tonga as a desirable tourist destination.”
Tourism Tonga President Sue Gardiner added “This is a
fantastic opportunity to showcase Tonga’s unique maritime
history to the world.”
See more at www.Bounty-Boat.com.

Muri Beach Stay Pay offer extended
Muri Beach Club Hotel in Rarotonga has extended sales of its Stay 5
Pay 3 night offer to 31MAR10, a deal  that also includes a bonus 2 for
1 deal on scooter hire while staying at the resort.
Five-night land only packages, including 5 nights accommodation in a
Garden Room, return airport transfers and continental breakfast daily,
start from NZ$649*pp twin share, including two free nights. Guests
can travel right up to 30SEP10.
*Conditions apply.  Click here for details.

Every 2nd night free at InterCont Moorea
To launch its new infinity pool/beach area and bungalow upgrade
(scheduled for completion mid July), the Intercontinental Moorea
Resort and Spa Moorea, in association with Our Pacific, is offering
every 2nd extra night free in all room categories.
That means 7 or 8 nights from $2099pp twin share, including 5 or 6
nights accommodation in a Lanai Room at the Intercontinental Moorea
Resort and Spa, plus 2 nights accommodation (first and last night) in a
Standard Room at Intercontinental Tahiti Resort, TN economy airfares
from AKL to PPT including taxes, plus coach and ferry transfers for
Papeete / Moorea.
Bonus: Includes American breakfast daily at both the Intercontinental
Tahiti and Intercontinental Moorea. Travel Dates: 01JUL10 –
30SEP10.
Visit www.tahiti.co.nz or phone 0800 90 22 33.

Toberua Deals
Fiji’s Toberua Island Resort, an intimate privately owned boutique
resort catering for families and couples looking for a true island
experience without breaking the budget, has a Stay Pay deal for sales to
31MAR10. The Stay 8 Pay 4 night deal is for travel open before
30SEP10.
Bures start from FJD$495 per Bure per night (2A+2C).
All Bures - Tropical Oceanfront, Deluxe Oceanfront and Premium
Oceanfront Bures - allow between 2-3 kids (under 16 years) to stay free
of charge when sharing with adults. Plus kids under 16 years will also
receive free transfers from Nausori Airport directly out to the resort,
which represents massive savings for families.

Melbourne, Australia — The Musical
The Age reports that Tourism Victoria hired a 21-
year-old Canadian student and blogger after viewing
his unsuccessful musical audition for Queensland’s
“Best Job in the World” on YouTube last year.
Tourism Victoria commissioned him to compose a
Melbourne tribute in song and dance. It flew him to
the city and loaned him a digital camera and
recording studio to make his video.
The result - Melbourne, Australia — The Musical
– features a cast of local amateur musical buffs and
is described by The Age as befitting the stuff seen on
US TV show Glee.
It was uploaded to YouTube last week, six months
after it was filmed, and Tourism Victoria is said to be
hoping the video goes viral.
Click here to judge for yourself.
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Today 12MAR is the final day for sales of Air Pacific’s
airfare-only special.
AKLNAN OW $309 all inclusive of YQ and Tax
CHCNAN OW $289 all inclusive of YQ and tax
These fares and details are in travel agents GDS/CRS
systems.

Sunhaven Beach
Bungalows RAR has
a special offer for
stays of 5 nights or
more ... a free two-
day car hire OR 4-day
scooter hire. It is
valid for sales to
31MAR10 , for travel
to 30JUN10.

ASIA
Royal Brunei to Shanghai
Royal Brunei Airlines is to mount a four flights per week
service between Bandar Seri Begawan and Shanghai effective
from 28MAR10.
The timings of the Shanghai flights will allow for travel
options for Australia and New Zealand.
The flights arrive at Pudong International Airport at 2:35pm
and depart at 3:35pm, considered excellent flight timings.
The airline has released a return fares priced from $1420 ex
AKL, including taxes & surcharges, and conditions apply.

Macau attracts more Kiwis
The Macau Government Tourist Office reports that visitor
numbers to Macau in FEB10 were up 24% on FEB09. Some
90% of the total arrived from Greater China and they
contributed a growth of 38%. International visitor numbers
lifted by 3.4%. Interestingly, visitor numbers to Macau from
New Zealand were up 11% in FEB.  Cumulative growth from
this market for the first two months of 2010 was 6.5%.

Cambodia Culture & Cuisine
Their Cambodia Culture and Cuisine 6-day tour is, says World
Journeys, the perfect package for your clients aspiring to learn
about the country’s history, traditions and cooking.
In this tour, they will dine in some of the best restaurants
Cambodia has to offer, float over Angkor Wat in a helium balloon
and visit museums portraying Cambodian history.  A chef will
take your clients on a market tour and explain everything about
Cambodian vegetables, herbs, spices and teach them the art of
Khmer Cuisine.    Priced from only NZ$2123pp, share twin/
double basis.

New brand: YourSingapore
The Singapore Tourism Board (STB) has a new
destination brand – YourSingapore – launched as an
evolution of its well-known “Uniquely Singapore”
branding, which had been in place since 2004.
STB says at the heart of the campaign is a holistic
digital approach that includes a new website -
www.yoursingapore.com, significant  investment into
search engine marketing, blogger engagement, mobile,
social media and travel ecommerce.
In the past few years, the way that people plan and book
travel has fundamentally shifted from passive content
consumption to the active engagement of empowered
individuals, primarily due to the dominance of digital
and social media. Video on demand, online news, blogs
and websites that enable social interaction have changed
the way that travellers seek and obtain information.
The NTO says YourSingapore is a response to the
pervasive influence of digital media and the rise of
virtual communities, as well as consumer demands for
personalised travel plans.

Singapore Airlines

shares rose 3.5% to

S$15.94 on Wednesday

after the Singapore

Tourism Board said last

week that it expects an

increase of up to 50% in

tourism this year.

MACAU GOVERNMENT TOURIST OFFICE

Level  17 Town Hall House

456 Kent St 

Sydney NSW 2000 Australia

T: 02 9264 1488

Email: macau@worldtradetravel.com

www.macautourism.gov.mo

Macau Government Tourist Office

Email: macau@aviationandtourism.co.nz

Web: www.macautourism.gov.mo

Ph: (09) 308 5206 CLICK HERE
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New Bangkok Renaissance
Towering over Bangkok’s premiere shopping and business
district, the 333-room Renaissance Bangkok Ratchaprasong
Hotel has opened for business. The hotel is the second
Renaissance Hotels property in Thailand, with a third set to
open in Phuket later this summer.
To celebrate its opening, the Renaissance Bangkok
Ratchaprasong Hotel is offering a deal that includes vouchers
for current and future stays.
For THB5,999 (approx NZ$256) per night for a deluxe Room,
guests will receive THB1,650 (approx NZ$70) in a voucher
valid for services on property, including the various food and
beverage outlets on property, spa visits, internet and more.
In addition, guests will also receive a second THB1,650
voucher that can be used for their next stay, between 01APR
and 15OCT10. The second voucher can be applied to room
charge as well as other services in the hotel.
This offer expires on 30APR10.

THE AMERICAS

Experience the magic of Borneo
Borneo is a place of culture, nature and wildlife, as it offers
everything in one vacation – white sandy beaches, exotic flora
and fauna, tropical rainforests, unusual wildlife and resorts.
Adventure World offer a 7-day/6-night Wildlife Tour of
Borneo from $2365pp share twin. Guests stay two nights at a
mountain lodge in Kinabalu National Park, observing wildlife
and traversing the forests canopy for a bird’s eye view of the
rainforest. Visit the Gomantong Caves, where edible birds’
nests are harvested, and enjoy a boat trip down the
Kinabatangan River, viewing all manner of wildlife, such as
macaques, hornbills and the proboscis monkeys. At Turtle
Island, guests can observe the giant green turtles coming
ashore at night and laying their precious eggs in the sand.
Orang Utans are very close to humans in terms of DNA, and
at the Sepilok Orang Utan Rehabilitation Centre you learn
from the keepers about the orphaned Orang Utans, which are
being taught to fend for themselves with the hope they will
one day be returned to the forest. Tour ends with a flight back
to Kota Kinabalu. Phone Adventure World on 09-539 8103.

 Strong Sales for Whistler
 - SKIMAX Earlybirds 2010/11 season
SKIMAX, Innovative Travel’s specialist ski & board
programme has increased its selection of savings for clients
travelling to Whistler next season.
“We have received a huge amount of interest from those
wanting to visit Whistler following its hosting of the recent
Winter Olympics,” says Carol Wisker, Innovative’s national
sales & marketing manager.  “We now have a large number
of great value for money savings for clients booking early
for 2010/11, and one of the best deals is a 50% saving at
the Premium category The Westin Resort & Spa.”
This luxurious apartment hotel is centrally located with ski
in / ski out to both Whistler and Blackcomb mountains.  All
apartments feature heavenly beds, soaker tubs, fireplaces,
full kitchen & internet access.  There are two restaurants, a
Spa & indoor/outdoor hot tubs and steam room.  Priced
from AUD799pp twin, the price includes 7 nights
accommodation and a 6-day lift pass available for travel
25NOV to 16DEC10 when booked and paid by 30APR10.
Stay/Pay deals, some also including discounts, are available
with SKIMAX at other popular properties in Whistler.
Freephone 0508 100111 or email info@skimax.co.nz

Arnie’s appearance money
California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and his wife
Maria Shriver have been paid more than US$235,000 since
2005 for appearing in commercials for the California Travel
and Tourism Commission. The commercials feature
California’s wine country, parks and ski resorts and show the
Governator and his wife at a seaside dining table.
They apparently wanted to film the ads for free and did not
know that under a union contract for the Screen Actors Guild
they were required to be paid a minimum fee. Following
media enquiries, they mailed the tourism commission a cheque
to repay it.

Rocky Mountaineer sales success
World Journeys Director, Kim Houston reports the most
successful year for sales ever for Rocky Mountaineer.  “We’ve
seen the highest level of bookings since we opened and the
majority of them are high level 5 star hotels combined with the
Deluxe Gold Leaf service aboard the train,” says Kim.

Eastern Canada fall colours
World Journeys has a stunning 21-day Fall Colours tour of
Eastern USA and Canada, departing 24SEP, which includes
return airfares from AKL, 1 night pre tour in New York and a
10-night Holland America cruise along the east coast including
Rhode Island,
Massachusetts,
Maine, Nova Scotia,
Prince Edward Island,
and Saguenay Fjord,
ending in Quebec
City.  A land tour in
Quebec City,
Montreal and Toronto
staying at boutique
hotels and featuring
unique sightseeing is also included.
The tour is priced from NZ$9735pp share twin and upgrades
to Premium Economy and Business Class are available.
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Machu Picchu will open to tourists very soon
Greg Osborne at Cox & Kings has sent us an
official update from the Tourism Board of
Peru on the situation at Machu Picchu.
The NTO says Machu Picchu, one of the New
7 Wonders of the World, will reopen to the
public very soon, with reinforced and safe
entrance roads. The Machu Picchu Sanctuary
is in perfect condition and has not suffered
any damage from the rains.
A meeting of officials from the many
government departments involved in the
restoration of tourism services to the World
Heritage Site has confirmed that important
advances in the access and entrance routes to
the Inca citadel have been achieved.
Commercial route to Machu Picchu
This route will involve transport by bus or car
to the provisional railway station in
Piscacucho, with the train operating to the
railway station in Machu Picchu Town
(formerly Aguas Calientes).
Ferrocarril Transandino S.A. (FTSA), the
private company in charge of the southern
and southeastern Peruvian railways, has
already finished repairing two major sections
of the line and, provided the weather holds,

this work will make the route between
Piscacucho and Aguas Calientes operational
by Monday, 29MAR.
As for the road, the existing sealed route
between Cusco and Ollantaytambo has not
suffered any damage. The 10km road
connecting this town with Piscacucho will be
widened and conditioned to allow the safe
transit of tourist buses.
Northern route to Machu Picchu
This second route involves a mix of road and
railway and connects Ollantaytambo with
Alfamayo - on an asphalted road - and then
continues through Santa María, Santa Teresa,
Puente Carrilluchayuc and Estación
Hidroeléctrica. At that point, visitors can take
the train to Machu Picchu Town. This route
has suffered damage from the January rains
and is still being repaired. It is expected to be
operational in approximately three months.
Inca Trail
The Inca Trail trekking route to Machu
Picchu is not recommended for tourist
activities at the moment due to safety
concerns involving the bridges, as March is
usually a rainy month.

Save 5% on TrekAmerica
There are last minute 5% savings on selected TrekAmerica small
group tours, departing New York or Los Angeles in March and
April 2010.
The Northeastern BLT, 9 days ex New York 27MAR or 17APR10.
The Southern Sun, 21 days ex Los Angeles 07APR10.
The Westerner 3, 21 days ex Los Angeles 16APR10.
The Westerner 2, 14 days ex Los Angeles 18APR10.
For the 2010 TrekAmerica brochure and bookings phone
Adventure World on 09-539 8102.

Breathtaking Canada &
Alaska journey

Departing 25JUN from Auckland, this 22-
day escorted tour from World Journeys
starts from NZ$9,645pp share twin,

MIDDLE EAST / AFRICA

including economy class airfares from
AKL, transfers, accommodation and
sightseeing, a 7-night Holland America
Alaska Cruise, plus escorted land touring
in Canada from Vancouver including
Victoria, Whistler, Sun Peaks, Jasper,
Lake Louise and Calgary.   There is a
choice of moderate or deluxe hotels and
clients have the option to extend in
Calgary for the world famous Calgary
Stampede and farm tours, or return to
Calgary aboard Rocky Mountaineer.
Upgrades to Premium Economy and
Business Class available.

Expanded programme
for Israel
Innovative Travel has advised it is receiving a
marked increase in demand for travel to
Israel.  “This has prompted us to expand a
selection of options in our Ancient Kingdoms
Holidays 2010 programme,” says Carol
Wisker, national sales & marketing manager
for the Middle East & Mediterranean
specialist operator.
Included are combinations of Israel & Jordan
11 days ex Tel Aviv and taking in all the key
sites in Israel including the Sea of Galilee,
Capernaum, Tabgha, Nazareth, Beit Shean,
Masada, the Dead Sea, Jerusalem &
Bethlehem.  The Jordan highlights include
Jerash, the Kings Highway & the spectacular
Rose Red City of Petra. Priced from $3190pp
share twin.  Freephone 0508 100111 email
info@innovative-travel.com for further info
and copies of brochures.

Morocco’s Imperial Cities
The 4-star Imperial Cities tour in Morocco in
Adventure World’s Arabia brochure offers
great value for money. The 8-day group tour
is priced from $1179pp share twin and
includes accommodation, 7 breakfasts, 6
dinners, transfers and sightseeing as per
itinerary with entrance fees and a multi-
lingual speaking guide. The tour begins in
Casablanca, with a tour of the magnificent
Hassan II Mosque, the Mohammed V and
United Nations squares, before heading to the
white imperial city of Rabat. Next visit the
Roman ruins of Volubilis and Meknes before
arriving into ancient Fez, the grandest of the
Imperial Cities, and home for two nights.
Continue on to Marrakech for two nights and
discover the souks, the winding streets and
Djeema El Fna Square with its varied
entertainment, before the tour ends in
Casablanca. Call Adventure World on
09-539 8103.
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Dakar - Emirates’ 19th Africa destination
Emirates is to launch services to Dakar, Senegal, from 01SEP.
The West African nation will be Emirates’ 106th international
destination, and closely follows new route announcements to
Tokyo, Amsterdam, Prague and Madrid, also launching this
year.
Dakar is the airline’s third new African destination in less
than 12 months, after Durban and Luanda joined the network
in late 2009.
Emirates will fly non-stop from Dubai to Dakar five times a
week - Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday –
and the service will be operated by an Airbus A340-300
aircraft, configured 12 First Class, 42 Business and 213
Economy.
On its days of operation, the Emirates flight will connect with
the airline’s four daily flights from and to New Zealand,
departing Dubai at 9:55am and touching down at Dakar’s
Léopold Sédar Senghor International Airport at 4pm local
time the same day. The return flight departs Dakar at 5:40pm,
arriving in Dubai at 7:15 the following morning.
In NOV09, the Emirates Group announced a joint agreement
with the Government of Senegal to assist in the start up and
longer term future of Senegal Airlines. The fledgling carrier is
due to commence operations later this year.

EUROPE

Ghana’s new Tourism Police
A specialised unit within the Ghana Police Service, providing
security and safety for tourists at tourism establishments, was
launched last week in Accra.
The “Tourism Police” unit will have police personnel in mufti
stationed at centres patronised by tourists, especially beaches,
highways, airports, bus stops, public parks and hotel, lodges,
entertainment spots, museums, tourist sites and market places.
Its core functions would include handling and receiving
inquiries, claims and complaints by tourists as well as
investigate tourist-related crimes and prosecute offenders.
The tourism taskforce will also ensure that all tourism and
tourism related establishments are registered and licensed by
the Ghana Tourist Board.
Such establishments would require documentation for
business registration, building permits, development permit,
police permit, fire certificate, environmental health certificate,
site plan and basic building drawings, environmental impact
assessment, business plan and insurance certificate.

Greek message: “Kalimera”
Greece has a new advertising campaign slogan for this year’s
tourist season, which will be promoted in markets worldwide.
The Deputy Minister of Culture and Tourism, Angela
Gerekou, has announced that the ministry, as a cost saving
measure, will make use of existing material, which is being
redesigned to add the Greek word “Kalimera” as its motto.
Kalimera means ‘Good Morning’ in English.
The 12 million Euro campaign will mainly focus on web-
based activity, which will lead to an increase in the presence
of Greece on the internet in relation to previous years.
www.visitgreece.gr

Galway’s huge success as

the finish line destination

for the transatlantic leg

of the Volvo Ocean Race

2008-09 has seen Ireland

again featuring in the

new route for 2011-12.

The fleet will race from

Lorient in France back to

Galway on Ireland’s

scenic west coast.

Britain’s biggest air show
The Farnborough International Airshow 2010 will be
held 19–25JUL at Farnborough in Hampshire. The
biennial show is one of the world’s biggest international
trade fairs for aerospace equipment and technology.
It attracts over 150,000 visitors on the two public days
(24–25JUL this year) in what is one of the world’s largest
temporary exhibition areas. Structures measuring
90,000sq metres are built on the site.
The public days will feature a 4½-hour flying display
with running commentary, static display, interactive rides
and exhibits, seminars, a funfair, costume characters and
crowd entertainers.
Tickets for 24–25JUL cost £25 when bought in advance
and £30 on the day. Children under 16 are free.
www.farnborough.com
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Siena Stay/Pay Special
Innovative Travel is offering good savings through its Cit Italy
programme, including a Stay 3 / Pay 2 and Stay 4 / Pay 3 at
Hotel Athena in the historic heart of Siena.
This four star property is located near the Piazza del Campo,
and its large terrace provides stunning views of the Tuscan
countryside.  Rooms are large with a choice of classic or
modern decor.  Priced from AUD95pp twin valid for stays
05APR-14APR and AUD107pp twin for stays 04JUL-13AUG
and 17AUG-31AUG, subject to availability.  Freephone 0508
100111 email info@innovative-travel.com for further info and
supplies of brochures.

Cambridge digs
The University of Cambridge is opening the doors of its
historic buildings for tourists who want to stay the night,
according to AFP.
Visitors can stay in the colleges overnight while the students
are away on holidays, with the buildings that housed famous
figures such as Charles Darwin, Isaac Newton and William
Wordsworth being opened to the public.
Bed and breakfast accommodation is priced from £41 to £100
per room per night.

Destination Austria Travel Manual 2010
The Destination Austria Travel Manual 2010, the must-have
research tool for everyone selling a holiday to Austria this
year, has been released.
And, says Astrid Mulholland-Licht, Director Australia / New
Zealand of the Austrian National Tourist Office, there is no
better time than now, due to the strong New Zealand Dollar
which appreciated more that 20% against the Euro compared
to March 2009. This makes a
holiday to Austria much more
affordable.
The Destination Austria Travel
Manual 2010 incorporates a detailed
listing of New Zealand and
Australian travel companies offering
a large product range of Austrian
holiday experiences from city stays
to Danube cruises, ski vacations to
musical/cultural packages to name a
few. It also includes flight
information, travel tips, accommodation guides and features
handy listings like a web-directory, distance charts and
chapters on rail travel as well as a colour map of Austria.
To order a free copy of Destination Austria Travel Manual
2010 call +61 (02) 9299 3621 or email info@antosyd.org.au.

Steve Cram unveils plans for Britain’s
most beautiful marathon
Former Olympic athlete and world record holder Steve
Cram has unveiled plans for a new international sports
event – the Kielder Marathon.  Scheduled to take place
17OCT, the marathon will follow an almost entirely off-
road course around northern Europe’s largest man-made
lake, Kielder Water, in Northumberland, North East
England.  Cram, who came up with the idea for the
event, has called it ‘Britain’s most beautiful marathon’.
The marathon will follow the newly completed
Lakeside Way, a trail that stretches right around the
shoreline of Kielder Water.  For the inaugural event,
Cram and his team of organisers are limiting the number
of entrants to around 1,000, and expect to attract
runners and outdoor adventure enthusiasts from around
the world to the dramatic setting and unique course.
Runners who are interested in registering an interest for
a place on the Kielder Marathon should visit
www.kieldermarathon.com.
A short promo film featuring Steve Cram can be viewed
at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZGlXDm5YV0.

The Royal Navy on display
Navy Days at the Portsmouth Naval Base on the south coast
of England 30JUL-01AUG will feature serving warships of
the Royal Navy, ships of foreign navies, and naval displays.
Events include historical re-enactments at Portsmouth
Historic Dockyard, which contains HMS Victory, the world’s
oldest commissioned ship and a memorial to Vice Admiral
Lord Nelson, Britain’s most famous naval hero.
Navy Days offer the chance to explore the ships and meet the
crews of the British Royal Navy. Ships include two Type 45
Destroyers, HMS Daring and HMS Dauntless, the largest and
most powerful air defence destroyers operated by the Royal

Navy. It will be the first time both ships have been open to the
public together.
Also on display will be two Type 23 frigates and the aviation
training and casualty receiving ship, RFA Argus. There will be
displays from the Black Cat helicopter team and the Field Gun
Crews of HMS Sultan and HMS Collingwood.
Over 800 years of naval history will be brought to life with
historical re-enactment displays involving a cast of hundreds
and the National Museum of the Royal Navy, Mary Rose
Museum and HMS Warrior 1860.
www.historicdockyard.co.uk
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AVIATION
Air NZ ready to talk JV with Invercargill
The Southland Times reports that a lack of international
flights into Invercargill and problems associated with
insufficient domestic flights to the city have been hot topics in
recent weeks.
There are concerns that competitors in upcoming major events
may strike problems flying in, and there are calls for
community funders to help attract trans-Tasman flights.
The paper reportedly received an email last week from Air
New Zealand’s domestic airline general manager Bruce
Parton saying ceo Rob Fyfe had been in Invercargill in
November talking with key people and outlining the airline’s
willingness to discuss a “joint venture” or the chartering of
aircraft into Invercargill.
“To date, however, no-one has picked up the phone to discuss
that directly with us. We remain ready and willing to explore
this option with Invercargill leaders if there is genuine interest
in pursuing such an option,” Mr Parton is quoted as saying.
He indicated the airline was also happy to consider requests
for more flight capacity around major events in Invercargill.
Invercargill Airport manager Barry Bouton told the paper he
had arranged to meet Air New Zealand bosses, including Mr
Fyfe, in coming months to discuss issues concerning getting
flights to the city, he said.

Emirates pax big texters
Shortly before the ITB trade fair in March last year,
Emirates reported that its in-flight mobile phone service
had clocked up its 100,000th user. At this year’s ITB,
now under way, EK reports that the figure has now
skyrocketed to more than 1.7 million. A total of 69
aircraft are now AeroMobile-enabled, allowing pax to
use their own mobile phones, up from 31 aircraft a year
ago. In all, 200 flights a day throughout 55 countries are
now mobile-equipped, and each month, over 140,000
sms texts are sent to/from aircraft by passengers.

JAWS
JOINT AIRLINE WORKSHOPS 2010

JAWS is coming.   So... are you going?
The Joint Airline Workshops – JAWS – team are on the road
next week but are still chasing responses for their sessions in
Napier (Tue 16MAR), Palmerston North (Wed 17MAR),
New Plymouth (Thu 18MAR), Tauranga (Tue 23MAR),
Rotorua (Wed 24MAR) and Hamilton (Thu 25MAR).
There’s a major door prize to be won at each venue, plus lots
of tasty goodies from the carriers – FJ, AF/KL, TN, NF, LY,
JJ, BD, PR, AM and US.
Click here to download the details.

787 Dreamliner goes interstate
The second Boeing 787 Dreamliner, ZA002, flew on Tuesday
to Victorville, Calif. This marks the beginning of the first
flight-test operations outside of Washington state for the
program.
The airplane will be stationed at Victorville (the former
George Air Force Base) for around three weeks. There is a
long runway and plenty of level, clear land along the approach
to the runway. The 787 can operate there without disrupting
air traffic control or other commercial aircraft.
Among other activities, the crew will conduct ground effects
testing which will see the 787 fly very close to the runway to
gather data regarding the aerodynamic effects and
performance of the airplane during the takeoff and landing
phases of flight. Quantifying this performance is part of the
certification requirements for all new airplanes.

Airlines look to Obama for help
Reuters reports that the Obama administration will soon
decide on whether to provide help to US airlines to meet the
costs of equipping their planes with NextGen air traffic
control systems.
Airlines were apparently unhappy at being left out of the US
economic stimulus package in 2009 while high-speed rail got
$8 billion. They are now pressuring Washington not to saddle
them with the bulk of the cost of the planned multibillion-
dollar ATS upgrade to a satellite-based system rather than
ground-based radar. The change will require new cockpit
displays, ground equipment and other technology.
Airlines contribute passenger fees, fuel taxes and other money
to a federal trust fund that pays for maintaining FAA-run air
traffic services. The carriers believe government should cover
the basic costs to airlines of air traffic infrastructure, since,
they say, it is in the national interest to maintain a seamless
system for air travel.
US Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood told the annual
FAA industry forecast conference that the White House was
looking into the matter and should have something to say to
them soon.

Pacific Blue continued a strong start to the year recording

a domestic on-time performance result of 94.4% in

February. This follows a January figure of 94.9%.

Emirates has doubled its fleet of A380s since ITB 2009.

This is the airline’s eighth double decker, which was

also the 6000th Airbus aircraft to be produced.
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CRUISE NEWS

Be the on the A-list and book your 2011 river cruise journey at Viking’s best ever pricing: 2011 sailings for 2010 pricing less $1,500 per person 

plus complimentary wine with dinner. And for the best ‘seats in town’, your stateroom and sailing of choice, you need to book and pay in full 

by 30 April, 2010. Pre-view these pre-release 2011 dates & details at www.vikingrivercruises.com.au

It is show time!
Contact Viking at  0800 448 913 or newzealand@vikingrivercruises.com for bookings and information.

Premiere Pricing – roll out the red carpet!

V
Be the on the A-list and book your 2011 river cr

plus complimentary wine with dinner. And 

il 201

Premier

Viking River Cruises launches 2011 season
Viking River Cruises has announced the release of dates and
prices for 2011 departures on more than a dozen of its Europe,
Russia and Egypt itineraries. The unprecedented early release
was initiated because of the record sales and high demand for
the company’s most popular itineraries, some of which
practically sold out for 2010.
“River cruising is no longer the travel industry’s best-kept
secret,” says Viking chairman Torstein Hagen. “In our ten-
year history we have not seen the incredible demand we are
experiencing today. Past guest and new Viking customers
alike are booking earlier than ever before, and this
extraordinary interest promoted us to kick off the 2011 season
earlier than previous years.”
With the launch of 2011 departures, Viking is promoting its
earliest and best-ever Early Booking discount: 2011 cruises
for 2010 prices less $1,500pp plus complimentary wine with
dinner. Pricing and offer thereby remain the same as when the
2010 season was first released.
The 2011 itineraries now available for sale include:
Grand European Tour – 15 days – Amsterdam to Budapest
Romantic Danube – 8 days – Budapest to Nuremberg
Danube Waltz – 8 days – Passau to Budapest
Tulips & Windmills – 10 days – roundtrip Amsterdam
Paris & the Heart of Normandy – 8 days – roundtrip Paris

Portraits of Southern France – 8 days – Chalon-sur-Saone
to Avignon
Elegant Elbe – 10 days – Berlin to Prague
Passage to Eastern Europe – 11 days – Budapest to Bucharest
Waterways of the Czars – 13 days – Moscow to St Petersburg
Pathways of the Pharaohs – 12 days – roundtrip Cairo
Nile Explorer – 9 days – roundtrip Cairo

World’s greatest cruise destinations
Alaska has been named the world’s greatest cruise destination
by a jury of 13 of the UK’s leading cruise writers and industry
experts. It came in just ahead of The Galapagos Islands, The
Arctic and Antarctic Peninsula.
The experts were asked to nominate their favourite cruise
destinations by The Cruise Show, the UK’s only exhibition
dedicated to cruise travel.
Russia was hotly tipped, with The Black Sea taking fifth place
on the list and St Petersburg sixth.
Venice, a more traditional cruise destination, was highly rated
by the panel, featuring at number seven, just ahead of the
Mediterranean and the Corinth Canal. The Middle East
completed the top 10.

SeaDream on-line informational seminar  
SeaDream Yacht Club is inviting cruise-interested agents to
join in a one-hour online Informational Seminar on
Wednesday 24MAR at 11am New Zealand time.
It says the “Webinar” will assist agents in this part of the
world understand what sets SeaDream Yacht Club apart from
the rest, and why clients will return from a SeaDream
yachting experience “Splendidly Spoiled.”
Email info@seadream.com  for an invitation to join in. All
that is required is a computer, a phone and one hour of time.

New for 2011 is the Passage to Eastern Europe itinerary
bringing travellers to the cities, towns and natural wonders of
Eastern Europe.
Passengers will experience bustling Budapest, cosmopolitan
capital of Hungary; sail past dramatic natural wonders like the
soaring white cliffs of the Iron Gate region; visit the Serbian
capital of Belgrade and the Croatian town of Osijek; discover
historical treasures of Bulgaria; and admire the graceful
charms of the Romanian capital of Bucharest.
To meet demand for 2010 river cruise journeys, Viking is also
introducing new itineraries for the 2010 sailing season:
Southern France Serenade (8 days roundtrip Lyon),
Imperial Danube (8 days roundtrip Passau) and Rhine
Serenade (8 days Basel to Amsterdam).
For full itinerary details, deck plans, dates and pricing visit
www.vikingrivercruises.com.au or by calling toll free 0800
447 913.
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ACCOMMODATION

Big funnel for Disney Dream
Disney Cruise Line’s Disney Dream, in the final stages of
construction in Germany is about to get its stack, which is
bigger than most. The massive aluminum piece, to be painted
in the traditional red and black colors found on the funnels of
Disney Magic and Disney Wonder, is approximately 98ft long,
41ft wide and 65ft high, and weighs 200 tons.
The 128,000gt Disney Dream is scheduled to join the fleet in
2011, with the maiden voyage from Port Canaveral on 26JAN.
Disney Fantasy will follow in 2012.

NZ Hotel Council Survey 2009 highlights
Speaking at the 2009 Annual Operating Survey presentation in
Auckland this week, New Zealand Hotel Council’s (NZHC)
Independent Chair Jennie Langley said hotels throughout the
country were challenged by fewer international arrivals and
increasing numbers of visitors booking at the last minute.
They also had to cope with the outbreak of Swine Flu and
subsequent cancellations of core group and tour business.
Among the Survey highlights:

• NZHC members directly employed over 9500
permanent and casual staff in 2009

• Auckland achieved the highest annual occupancy rate
of 69.7%, followed by Wellington (69.4%) and
Christchurch (68.3%)

• Wellington had the highest average room rate of
$142.90, followed by Central Park ($140.50) and
Auckland ($133.40)

• The average room rate for 5-star hotels was $177.70, 4-
star was $117.70 and 3-star was $87.70

• The largest individual source of business was FIT/
leisure travellers (44.6% of all rooms sold), followed
by corporate (20.2%) and tour groups (17.1%)

• The largest consumers of hotel accommodation in 2009
were New Zealanders (51.1% of all rooms sold),
followed by Australians (18.6%)

• On average, 34% of bookings were short-term (made up
to seven days prior to arrival), 36% were medium-
term (8-30 days prior to arrival) and 30% were long-
term (more than 30 days prior to arrival)

• NZHC members employed 0.56 staff per available
room in 2009, 5 star hotels had the highest at 0.93,
more than twice the number of staff per available
room in 3 and 3.5 star establishments

Hilton Hotel MICE appointment
Hilton Hotel says it is ‘turbo-charging’ its New Zealand
meetings, events and conference business, with a new sales
manager and a special offer.
The five-star hotel chain has appointed Jacob Feenstra as its
New Zealand sales manager for meetings, incentives,
conferencing and events. Previously the corporate sales and
operations manager with Wellington’s Westpac Stadium, Mr
Feenstra has extensive knowledge of corporate conferencing
and large-scale events.
He also has many years’ experience in the hospitality industry,
both in New Zealand and Europe, where he worked for
several hotels after attending the School of Hotel

Management in the
Netherlands.
One of Mr Feenstra’s first
tasks will be to oversee a
promotion offering a free
place for every fifth delegate
at a Hilton Auckland meeting,
event or conference during
April, May and June*.
*Conditions apply. Contact Hilton
Auckland’s event sales team on 09
978 2000, or email
sales.auckland@hilton.com and
quote ‘Autumn Promotion’.

Quality Inn Hurley’s in Queenstown has completed an

extensive $300,000 refurbishment of its 22 rooms

creating a more relaxed and modern environment.

Experienced gm at helm of The Marque

GREEN MATTERS

Brad Watts has been appointed general
manager of the South Island’s newest
hotel, The Marque Hotel Christchurch,
which is about to open.
Prior to taking up this role, Mr Watts was
gm of the Copthorne Hotel Auckland,
HarbourCity and gm of the Copthorne
Hotel Oriental Bay Wellington.

Queenstown tourism operators
now using biodiesel
New Zealand’s first public biodiesel consortium and
refuelling facility was launched on Monday in Queenstown.
Endorsed and funded by the Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Authority, the ground-breaking community
initiative brings sustainable fuel (used cooking oil and
diesel mix) to Queenstown in what could potentially be a
pilot programme for the rest of the country.
It also has the full support of Destination Queenstown and
the Queenstown Lakes District Council, which has supplied
land and seed funding for the refuelling facility.
The biodiesel consortium model was initiated and
developed by Otago Polytechnic’s Centre for Sustainable
Practice in collaboration with a group of 30 local tourism
operators.
They are now on board for the 12-month pilot programme
and will initially run their vehicles, ranging from 4WDs to
53-seat coaches, on 20% biodiesel mixed with standard
diesel (B20).  In the future 100% biodiesel will also be
available for use.  Among those in the consortium are
Nomad Safaris, Kiwi Discovery and Queenstown Rafting,
Dart River Jet Safaris, Shotover Jet, Ziptrek Ecotours, and
Appellation Wine Tours.

Mr Watts has worked in the hotel industry for more than 30
years, starting off as a trainee at his parent’s Picton pub.
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Travel Industry

Bowls Tournament 2010

The 26th Travel Industry Lawn Bowls Tournament

was held at the WEST END Bowling Club in

Herne Bay and attracted an excellent turnout of

teams on a very hot day.

The weather matched the sunny conditions

enjoyed during 24 of the previous 25 tournaments,

a state of play always credited to the late Lloyd

Tremain.

A long serving industry identity, Lloyd did sterling

service annually organising the tournament until he

passed away some years back.

Organised by the SKAL Club of Auckland,

in memory of Lloyd Tremain

The 26
th

 Anniversary Travel Industry Bowls day was held at the

West End Bowling Club in Herne Bay, Auckland, last Friday 6
th

 March.

MORE PIX ON THE NEXT PAGE

The Winning Team – TAANZ CUP – The TMG Dudes

Mike Carr, Paul Smith, Simon McGrath, Mike Southcombe (Captain)

Lloyd Tremain Cup – Eurovista Eurostars –  Captain Paul Leigh

1st Place and The TAANZ Cup - TMG Dudes (see left top)

2
nd

 Place and The Lloyd Tremain Cup – Eurovista Eurostars (see left below)

3
rd

 Place and The SKAL Cup went to SKAL Hamilton’s Waikato Winners -

captain Jim Monaghan.

Rick Ballinger was the winner of the roll-up prize – two tickets on Air

Vanuatu kindly donated by Richard Elliot of Air Vanuatu, plus 4 nights

accommodation at the GRAND HOTEL and CASINO in a Harbour Deluxe

Room with tropical continental breakfast daily, kindly arranged by Laura

Wadsworth of Sunseeker and return airport transfers kindly supplied by

Lifestyle Holidays.

Tim Butcher, organising his last tournament, celebrated by coming second in

the roll up and won a 4-day Carnival Cruise from L A to Mexico.

The Best Dressed Team were the Comprehensive Kunstables.
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Travel Industry Bowls Tournament 2010
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In the next Stocklink Travelbag Envelope
ATI Tours the Best of Italy for You 2010

Hamilton & Waikato Region Visitor Guide 2010

Niue Undiscovered Unspoiled Unbelievable

Niue DVD

Sunshine Coast & Hinterland 2010

Northland Visitor Guide

GPT – 5 Day WLG & Wairarapa Short Break

GPT – A Quirky  & Colourful 5 Days

INDUSTRY
TripAdvisor launches flight
search engine in UK
TripAdvisor has officially launched its
full flight search engine in the UK. The
company says TripAdvisor Flights
includes every major airline, including the
UK’s largest low cost carriers.
One of the highlights of the new offering
is a transatlantic fees estimator. The Fees
Estimator tool, which simplifies and
clarifies airline fees to eliminate any
surprises at check-in, has also been
expanded to include transatlantic flights.
The new TripAdvisor Flights offering
also sees the launch of its fare tracking
email service. This free alert service
allows travellers to receive email updates
as soon as their selected route falls below
a designated price point or drops by a set
amount.

ITB under way
eTN reports that ITB Berlin, 10-14MAR,
is fully booked again. The trade show,
which presents products and services
across the entire added-value chain of the
international travel industry, has 11,127
exhibiting companies from 187 countries
occupying 26 halls totalling space of
160,000sq m.

LATE BREAK
West Coast Tourism Forum
Local tourism operators are invited to
attend a forum in Franz Josef on
Saturday 27MAR that will discuss and
debate commercial recreation on the
conservation estate – how to foster it
and tackle the challenges.
The afternoon forum - Fostering
commercial recreation on public
conservation land – what will success
look like? is being held as part of the
Westland Tai Poutini National Park
50th Anniversary celebrations. It will be
facilitated by Tourism Industry
Association Advocacy Manager Geoff
Ensor and will feature a two-hour
panel discussion.
Mr Ensor says the panellists, who
include Conservation Minister Kate
Wilkinson, Director General of
Conservation Al Morrison, TIA Chief
Executive Tim Cossar, Totally Tourism
Managing Director Mark Quickfall and
Tourism West Coast General Manager
Matt Ewen, will be presenting a range
of views that inform and provoke and
he’ll be encouraging participants to
tackle critical issues head on.
“It’s important tourism operators play
an active part in discussions and
decision-making around those issues.
Resource use, environmental
management and energy policies will
influence their businesses and
ultimately New Zealand’s future.”
For more details about the forum, see
the Events section of the TIA’s website
www.tianz.org.nz

New MyZone tickets for SYD visitors
The introduction of the new public transport ticketing
structure MyZone on 18APR is expected to provide
cheaper and easier fares and ticketing for visitors to
Sydney.
A MyMulti Day Pass ticket will provide access to trains,
buses and ferries across greater metropolitan Sydney as
well as the Blue Mountains, Southern Highlands, the
Illawarra, the Central Coast and the Hunter.
Visitors staying in Sydney for more than three days can
purchase a MyMulti 3 Weekly pass for A$57 which
provides unlimited access to services across the greater
Sydney metropolitan area and surrounds, including
private buses. Alternatively they can buy a MyMulti
Day Pass for A$20, providing 24hrs unlimited travel.
The MyZone MyMulti tickets will replace the existing
CityHopper and DayTripper passes. Selected specialised
and tourist products including the SydneyPass Zoo Pass
and Blue Mountains ExplorerLink will remain the same.
MyZone fares do not include Airport Link,
CountryLink, Monorail, Light Rail or private ferry
services. MyZone tickets can be pre-purchased starting
from 03APR at newsagents and other retailers
displaying the MyZone signage. They will be sold at
station ticket offices and ticket vending machines from
18APR. www.myzone.nsw.gov.au.

Aircalin has New Caledonia ‘Bon Appetit’ airfares on

sale until 22MAR10.  Ex AKL from $445 return; ex

WLG / CHC from $545 return, inclusive of all

government taxes/levies.  Travel commenced/

completed: 08APR-06MAY; 10JUN-04JUL; 05AUG-

05SEP. Seats limited and may not be available on all

services. Domestic flights with Pacific Blue

Fare conditions in CRS. Wholesalers have packages.

Call Aircalin res on 09-308 3363.
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