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Transforming Suva
into South Pacific hub

Major plans are reportedly underway to transform Suva - Fiji’s capital
- into a metropolitan hub unmatched with any other in the South
Pacific.
Fiji Live reports that players behind the project “Destination Suva”
include the Suva Chamber of Commerce, Ministry of Finance and
Tourism officials and the Fiji Police, as the push for more tourist
dollars escalates.
Main points outlined in the group’s first meeting this past week
include:
•    International flights by Air Pacific and Pacific Blue from Australia
      and New Zealand to fly directly in to Nausori.
•    Upgrade of the Thurston Gardens recreation park.
•    Police and security officers to escort passengers off visiting cruise
      ships around the city.
•    Installation of CCTV cameras around Suva, which would cost
      around F$700,000.
•    Enforcement of new anti-litter laws.
•    Upgrade of public washrooms and toilets.
The plans come amidst recent capital infrastructure growth in Suva
with the inclusion of big new shopping and cinema complexes.
The Reddy Group’s Tanoa Hotels has also announced it will be
constructing a major Conference Centre next to the Tanoa Plaza on
Gordon Street.
The Accor Group, which recently took over the Tradewinds hotel in
Lami, has transformed it into a Novotel with a Conference Centre of
international standard.
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Holiday Park visitor spending increases
Visitors to New Zealand’s holiday parks are spending more
than they used to – an average of just over $98 per person
each day.
According to new research carried out for the Holiday
Accommodation Parks Assn (HAPNZ), each domestic visitor
to a holiday park spends nearly $75 each day, while
international travellers spend more than $160 a day.
Domestic visitors make up around two-thirds of holiday park
visitor nights annually and international visitors one-third.
The total spend per trip has also increased, particularly
among international visitors, who are staying longer and
spending more than they did when previous research was
carried out over the 2006-07 peak season.
“This updated research provides a valuable insight into the
economic benefit of holiday park visitors to a local
community,” HAPNZ chief executive Fergus Brown says.
“The findings show that accommodation is just one part of a
holiday park visitor’s expenditure – an average of just under
$23 per person per day. In addition to this each visitor is
likely to spend over $75 per day on activities, transport,
shopping and food and drink.
“It’s also clear that many visitors to holiday parks are not on
a tight budget. Some respondents reported that their group
spent more than $500 on activities in a 24-hour period,
others spent more than $200 eating out and one respondent
spent $600 on jewellery.”
The study, downloadable here, was completed by
independent tourism researchers Angus & Associates over
the DEC09-JAN10 peak period.

Ironman New Zealand has named Hilton Lake Taupo as

preferred accommodation sponsor for Bonita Ironman

New Zealand in Taupo on Saturday 06MAR.

Hotel Manager, Clinton Farley is delighted with this new

relationship: “Taupo is excited to be host to yet another

fantastic Ironman event,” he said.

Visit http://laketaupo.hilton.com/ for Ironman New

Zealand accommodation rates.

THL remains in profit
BusinessWire reports that campervan rental operator Tourism
Holdings Ltd was profitable in the first half of the financial
year amid an upturn in trans-Tasman visitor numbers.
The net profit was $1.4 million, in the six months ended
31DEC09, compared to a loss of $265,000 a year earlier, the
company said in a statement. It boosted its revenue 15% to
$92 million, some two-thirds of its full-year income last
year. Tourism Holdings made an operating profit before
financing costs of $3.1 million compared to a loss of $4.4
million in 2008.
The company has announced that it will make a one-off staff
payment equivalent to 1.5% of each employee’s annual
wages or salary.
The payment, to be made in early March, will coincide with
the lifting of a wage and salary freeze across the group.

Warrior statue plan
for Ngaruawahia dropped
Plans for a massive bronze statue of a Maori warrior
for Ngaruawahia have been abandoned after intense
tribal opposition.
The Waikato Times reports that debate has been raging
over the $2 million eight-metre-high statue, pitching
local Maori against district leaders and project
designers since plans were revealed last year.
Waikato District Council spent $10,000 on concept
designs but spokeswoman Narelle Watts said it did not
have the mandate of the people to keep supporting it.
“The council did pay to commission the statue
mockup to assess the interest of the community. It
went out for the community’s feedback and it is clear
there is not support for that design.”
Mrs Watts said the council did not want any further
involvement in the concept. “Waikato Tainui are
actually looking at other design concepts. The council
is simply waiting for iwi to come back with their
findings.”
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Starlight Reserve campaign
gets Key’s support
Voxy.co.nz reports that Prime Minister John Key is backing
the Aoraki/Mt Cook - Tekapo world starlight reserve proposal.
The project is gathering momentum and a UNESCO World
Heritage Committee meeting in Brasilia in July will decide if
the stars and night skies can be recognised in their protocols
as part of human heritage.
Head of the New Zealand proposal is former Cabinet Minister
Margaret Austin, who said Key’s support was crucial just four
months out from the Brazil conference.
In a letter to Austin, Key said “I believe that the proposed
starlight reserve has great tourism potential and I support your
continued exploration of the concept.”
As Minister of Tourism, Key is giving $10,000 to the project.

‘Only in New Zealand’ winners announced
Jasons has announced the winner of its ‘Only in New Zealand’ photo
competition.
After tallying up the votes, Jasons were amazed to find the Kiwi
public had been almost split down the middle in voting for the first
and second place.   And the winner by a woolly nose was
Hung Chou Chen’s quintessential Kiwi image of a ewe and her lamb
at the base of a snow capped Mt Ruapehu. It just pipped Erin
Thiem’s photo of two-year-old Josh Thiem looking up through his
goggles at Kaiteriteri Beach.
Hung’s prize is the adventurous Canon Powershot D10 camera.
Being waterproof, freezeproof and shockproof, it’s tough enough to
capture the most rugged New Zealand landscape.
Also proving a crowd-pleaser at third place was Cherie Palmer’s
version of an idyllic Kiwi shoreline at Golden Bay.  Second and third
place-getters will each receive a New Zealand Gift Basket.
To view the top 21 images submitted to ‘Only in New Zealand’ visit
http://www.jasons.com/photocomp/

Carving heads for Shanghai Expo
An official delegation including Prime Minister and Minister
of Tourism John Key has bid farewell to a piece of Mâori art
that will take centre stage at this year’s Shanghai World Expo.
The 10 metre-high, 3 metre-wide kauri waharoa (gateway) in
the shape of a waka maumahara (ceremonial canoe) was
shipped to Shanghai last week, where carving will be
completed on the forecourt of New Zealand’s national
pavilion at the Expo.
Some 70 million people are expected to pass through the expo
over six months, and the waharoa will be left behind as a
legacy of the relationship between the two nations.

Treble Cone cuts day pass costs
Treble Cone is reducing its day passes by up to 8% for the
2010 winter season.
In line with its season pass price freeze providing value for
frequent visitors, casual visitors will also benefit from the new
price structure, paying $91 for a day pass. Children’s passes
are reduced by $4 to $46.
Family day passes save nearly $30 on a day visit plus the
learners area at the base of the mountain is free of charge.

Das is Mein Neuseeland
German actress Sophie Schuett is
touring New Zealand this month
filming a travel programme that will
show in Germany in August.
The 30-minute programme Das is
mein Neuseeland airs to around
400,000 German viewers and is a
well-established part of NTV
Germany’s stable of shows.
The show is also rebroadcast in
hotels, train stations and airports in
Germany, Austria, Switzerland and
parts of Italy, reaching up to 300,000
more viewers.
The 10-day tour will see Sophie
travel from Auckland, to Rotorua,
Kaikoura, Christchurch and Dunedin.

Taste Jazz & Taste Blues
Christchurch’s annual jazz and blues
festival will be taking to the city’s
lanes with two days of Taste Jazz and
Taste Blues in Poplar Lanes in April.
Designed to appeal to food and music
lovers, the live blues and jazz in the
café precinct has been added to the
New Zealand International Jazz &
Blues Festival 05-11APR10.
Jazz lovers will also be treated to a
return performance from trumpeter
James Morrison with his Tribute to
Louis Armstrong, which opens the
festival.
The programme for the festival,
which is the biggest in New Zealand
dedicated to jazz and blues, is online
at www.jazzfestivalnz.com

Bush Railway & Old Sawmill project
Native bush will set the scene to the entrance
of a $4 million project showcasing a 1920s
experience on Rotorua’s Mamaku Plateau
when sawmilling was big business.
The Bush Railway and Old Sawmill Trust
project will provide a 2.5km railway through
bush with a working steam locomotive,
complete with carriages made up to look like
logs.
The Rotorua Daily Post reports that locals
were able to tour the SH5 site, which is being
leased to the trust for 55 years.
Plans include the railway and working steam
locomotive, a cook house, a sawmill and
other buildings. There are plans for an
entranceway to be developed similar to the
Fitzgerald Glade.
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Auckland International Airport
www.jetpark.co.nz

�

Free 24-hour Airport Shuttle Service

�

24-hour Reception & Porter Service

�

Qualmark Four-Star Rating

�

Close to Onehunga Mall’s Dressmart
Complex - Factory Outlet Stores

�

90 Deluxe Rooms Ideal for the
Corporate Traveller

�

�

Complimentary 14-day Car Storage

�

Te Maroro Restaurant &
Indaba Lounge Bar

Not on Flight Paths

Free Access & Transport to Local Gym

Conferencing Facilities

Catering for On-Site Functions

�

�

�

FEBRUARY 2010 INFLIGHT UPDATE

Jet Park awarded
Qualmark
4 Star Plus Rating!

Overnighter Rooms Refurbishment Complete

Touvai Poloniati, Jet Park Hotel’s
Modern Apprentice Commis Chef, is one
of thirty-four chefs from across Australia
and New Zealand selected to participate
in the prestigious Fonterra Foodservices
Proud To Be A Chef 2010 Programme.
Designed to publicly recognise and
reward the dedication and commitment
of the best and brightest apprentices, the
programme gives those selected the
opportunity to participate in 2 days of
master classes at William Angliss Institute

E-Newsletter Subscription.
Be in the draw every 2 months to win a deluxe
room by subscribing to our e-newsletter at
www.jetpark.co.nz  Our September winner
was Keith Tindell- congratulations!

in Melbourne in
March 2010,
conducted by top
Australian and
international chefs,
produce experts
and sommeliers.

The hotel has
completed
refurbishment of
all 39 entry-level
rooms with a
new colour
scheme, Queen
size bed, fresh
paint, new
curtains and
linen, flat screen
TV, safe, iron/

board, mini-bar, fridge, Sky TV, double window sound proofing,
and our exclusive range of Park Spa Amenities.

We are proud to announce that
Qualmark have completed their
annual assessment of our
property and have awarded us

with a new 4-Star Plus rating.  We have previously held
a rating of 4-Stars.  The team have worked very hard
over the last year to earn this new rating.  Our aim is
to continue to challenge ourselves to provide an
outstanding hotel experience for guests and we are
pleased that the Qualmark rating reflects this!
Qualmark is New Zealand’s official mark for quality in
tourism businesses and ratings range from 1 to 5-Stars
for hotels. To gain this rating the hotel underwent an
onsite assessment using criteria made up of over 400
quality checks.  The criteria, which have been developed
with the tourism industry and are based on research
into what travellers want, looks at areas such as
cleanliness, safety, facilities, customer service, business
operations and more.
Over the last year the hotel completed refurbishments
to its corridors, Overnighter rooms, bar, business
centre, website booking engine, installed sound-proofing
on guest room windows, new LCD TV’s in Premier
rooms, and new outdoor furniture.  These, along with
continued efforts to provide excellent overall facilities
and service, and efforts to decrease our environmental
footprint have all contributed to the new rating. The
hotel has plans for further work in 2010 – watch this
space!
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AUSTRALIA
THL tripling Australian investment
THL is tapping into the Australian stimulus
package tax investment allowance for capital
expenditure commitments and tripling its
investment in fleet and facilities for its Australian
rentals business. This means that during the 2010
calendar year THL will lift its original budget of
A$13 million to A$40 million.
The investment will enable the production of more
than 560 Maui and Britz-branded vehicles, which
will all be on the road before the end of the
calendar year.
THL chief executive officer, Grant Webster, said
the investment reflected both the great work the
company’s crew has done to position the
Australian business for growth and the company’s
confidence in the Australian economy into the
future.
“We have a new range of motorhomes for our
Maui brand being launched this year and the
increase in investment will allow this new-style
fleet to enter operation much earlier than originally
expected,” Mr Webster said.
“The Britz business will also benefit with a new
product launch and dedicated new fleet. Our
customers will definitely see a real benefit from
this investment.”
Mr Webster said the opportunity had also been
taken to ensure that the timing of the investment
maximised the last stage of the Australian stimulus
package tax investment allowance for capital
expenditure commitments, which expired on 31
December 2009.
“The Australian government stimulus package has
been a catalyst for us having additional confidence
in making this investment at this time, when world
tourism is still in recovery mode.”

The Maria Island Walk
voted Aust’s best eco-wilderness experience
Tasmanian tourism operator, The Maria Island Walk is again celebrating
success having won Best Eco-Wilderness Experience award in the sixth
annual Australian Travel and Tourism Awards announced on the
weekend.
Owner of the business, Ian Johnstone, said the award is also the sixth
national award the four-day guided walk has won in the past three years.
The company hopes to repeat last year’s win as the country’s top
Adventure Tourism operator at tonight’s Qantas Australian Tourism
Awards.

Big exposure at Sydney Opera House
Spencer Tunick, famous for his photos of massed naked people, is in
Sydney to capture 2000 nude volunteers on film, both inside and
outside the Sydney Opera House and in the Botanical Gardens.
That’s if his own clothes and camera gear are found after going astray
between Hawaiian Airlines and Qantas flights.
People wanting to be part of the scene (flashmob?) can register up
until the day of the event by going to the website mardigras.org.au/
tunick

Take high-tech road to Sunshine Coast
Visitors to the Sunshine Coast can take the high technology
road to a dream holiday thanks to the region’s first state-of-the
art interpretive centre within the Glass House Mountains
Visitor Information Centre.
The interpretive centre has touch-screen computer
presentations that vividly explore the local history, attractions,
and natural beauty of the region and help plan the perfect
itinerary.
Falcon’s View offers a panoramic viewing experience of the
Glass House Mountains from five lookouts using trackball
technology. The super wide screen allows visitors to truly
appreciate the lure of the region and at the Explore Kiosk,
they can point and click their way through tourist drives,
walks, climbs, attractions and tours.
Other exhibitions explain more about the diverse plants and
animals to be found in the region, and include images and
stories of the early pioneers and explorers.
There’s also an entertaining and educational kids’ corner and
retail offering local artworks and produce.
The Visitor Information Centre is located in Settlers Rotary
Park a short drive off the Steve Irwin Way into the township
of Glass House Mountains.

Bush tucker in Melbourne
People interested in learning about Aboriginal
culture can join an Aboriginal Celebration Journey in
Melbourne. Begin the tour on the award-winning
Aboriginal Heritage Walk in the Royal Botanic
Gardens, experience a traditional smoking ceremony
with Indigenous guides and discover traditional uses
of plants for food, tools and medicine. After the
walk, make your way to the popular Tjanabi
restaurant, located in Melbourne’s Federation
Square. Enjoy a delicious lunch featuring the tastes
of Australian game and wild foods. The tour takes
1½ hours plus lunch and is available for group and
individual bookings for A$78pp. www.rbg.vic.gov.au
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SOUTH PACIFIC

The latest on Aitutaki
Cook Island locals heaved a sigh of relief this week when
the latest tropical depression veered away from the islands,
leaving the people of Aitutaki to get on with recovering
from Cyclone Pat.
TravelMemo recorded an unprecedented interest in the
aftermath pix from Pacific Resort Aitutaki that we hosted
last week, with some 263 agents downloading them to view.
         Click here to read the Tourism Council of

Aitutaki Update #2.

Rebuilding on Aitutaki
CKI News reports that Wilkie Rasmussen, the Cook Islands
minister responsible for the national cyclone relief efforts for
Aitutaki, says the Cook Islands Government is committed to
the reconstruction of buildings and infrastructure on the
island.
Options being weighed up include whether to provide kitset
homes or build basic homes from scratch.
Rasmussen says government is also considering how it will
fund the reconstruction estimated to cost in excess of $12
million.
The minister hoped to have a plan in place by Wednesday for
how the reconstruction will be carried out.
He said the faster government can address reconstruction, the
better chance it has of preventing a mass exodus of the
population from Aitutaki.

Matamanoa to spend millions
More than F$2 million is to be spent on refurbishment
projects planned for Matamanoa Island Resort this year,
according to a report in the Fiji Times Online.
Resort general manager Patrick Wong told the paper the
decision stemmed from the challenge of the expectations
of their global clientele base. The refurbishment involves
the spa and resort rooms.
He said Senikai Spa would operate the resort spa with a
range of current and new treatments.
“We will close the resort from November 1, 2010 and
reopen on December 2. During this time, we will
completely renovate our 13 hotel rooms.”

ASIA

On 11JUL, Tahiti and Her Islands will play host to a

total solar eclipse. Whether spending time on Bora

Bora, enjoying the tranquil waters of Taha’a or

relaxing on the pink sand beaches of Tikehua,

Tahiti and Her Islands are the ideal place to

capture the rare extra-terrestrial event.

Marina Bay Sands to open 27APR
Singapore’s second integrated resort, the Marina Bay
Sands, will open on 27APR.
The Straits Times reports that, like its counterpart on
Sentosa, it will open in phases, with the casino, 963 hotel
rooms, restaurants, part of the shopping mall and
convention centre opening first.
In a statement, the resort says a grand opening ceremony
has been planned for 23JUN, when the Sands SkyPark
and several other attractions will begin to accept visitors.
Other areas of the resort, such as its theatres and
museums, will throw open their doors progressively till
the end of the year.

The quintessential Vietnam experience
Are your 18-35s clients looking for the quintessential Vietnam
experience - floating markets, delicately tiled pagodas, lush green
fields and fabulously fresh cuisine? Then sell them Contiki’s 12-
day Vietnam Experience, packed full of authentic adventures.
They get a true taste of the Mekong Delta by cycling around and
staying overnight with a host family, walking around UNESCO
listed Hoi An, soaking up some sun on the beach in Nha Trang,
taking a traditional junk boat cruise through Halong Bay and much
more.
The tour is priced from $1675pp twin share (land only). The tour
includes nine nights in three-star accommodation, one night in a
guesthouse, an overnight cruise, most meals, city sightseeing and
the benefit of Contiki’s awesome road crew. Departures available
until 26MAR11.

Singapore to allow in more beer/wine
In his latest Budget speech, Singapore’s Finance Minister has
announced that travellers can bring into Singapore an additional
litre of duty-free beer or wine in lieu of spirits.
Currently, travellers entering Singapore can bring in duty-free: 1
litre of beer, 1 litre of spirits and 1 litre of wine.
The Straits Times reports that this concession applies only to
travellers aged 18 and above, who have spent more than 48 hours
outside of Singapore, and who are not arriving from anywhere in
Malaysia.
With the change, if travellers are not bringing in any spirits, they
can bring in 2 litres of duty-free wine or beer instead.
This change comes into effect on 01APR. Singapore Customs will
be releasing more details next month.

Save 15% on the Golden Triangle
Gap Adventures has a last-minute 15% saving on the 24APR10
departure of its 8-day Golden Triangle small group holiday, now
from $926pp (was $1089). This classic journey takes travellers to
some of the most exciting and alluring sites and cities of the region
– Delhi, Taj Mahal, Agra, Bharatpur / Abhaneri and Jaipur. For
bookings phone Adventure World on 09-539 8103.
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NEW ZEALAND

Macau Government Tourist Office

Email: macau@aviationandtourism.co.nz

Web: www.macautourism.gov.mo

Ph: (09) 308 5206

Stunning crop art in Japan’s Inakadate village.  Farmers
create the huge displays using different coloured rice plants
precisely and strategically arranged and grown in the paddy
fields.     Click here to see more examples.   

Thailand steps up security
Thailand has stepped up security and is braced for turmoil today as
the country’s top court decides the fate of fugitive former premier
Thaksin Shinawatra’s US$2.2 billion fortune.
The Straits Times reports the Thai government has deployed
thousands of troops and assigned guards to Supreme Court judges
while embassies have issued travel warnings due to fears of a
violent backlash if the tycoon’s funds are seized.
Thaksin’s supporters, known as Red Shirts for their signature garb,
have vowed to demonstrate after the verdict, expecting that he will
lose at least some of the assets frozen after he was deposed in a
2006 coup. They have insisted any action will be non-violent.
The government has announced it will cede control of security to
the army and even declare an emergency if necessary, but says it
hopes to control the situation.

Save 10% on Cambodia & Laos
The 15-day Cambodia & Laos Mekong Adventure from Gap

Adventures has a last-minute 10%
saving on the 25APR10 departure
only. Explore the historical,
architectural, sacred and scenic
highlights of Cambodia and Laos on
this small group holiday.
Trip is now priced from $2024pp
(was $2249) and takes in Bangkok,
Siem Reap, the Angkor temples,
Phnom Penh, Kratie/Steung Treng,
Don Khong, Champasak & Dong
Deng, Luang Prabang, Vang Vieng
and Vientiane.
Alternatively, if your clients are
short on time, they can save 15% on
the 10-day Discover Cambodia trip
departing 25APR10, now priced
from $985pp (was $1159).
Call Adventure World on
(09) 539 8103.
.

THE AMERICAS

On Safari in Frisco
Among the big line-up of products at this year’s
Discover America Seminars was The Urban Safari, a
quirky way of sightseeing off-the-beaten-track in San
Francisco, New York and Sonoma Wine Country.
The appropriately-outfitted Daniel Oppenheim
operates zebra-striped pick-up fitted with safari-
style bench seating and heads out on expeditions
with his pith-helmeted guests to take in all the top
sites plus lots of secret corners of the city. Expect
funny commentary and unique experiences.
www.theurbansafari.com

Helen Tsui from the San Francisco Convention
& Visitors Bureau is flanked by Daniel
Oppenheim and Sandy Labelle of The Urban
Safari.  Note the leopard trimmed plaster cast.
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Get Certified with Anaheim/OC
Anaheim Orange County wants New Zealand
travel consultants to Get Certified.
To start, just visit www.anaheimoc.org/
specialist and discover insider tips to increase
your sales, receive your Official Anaheim /
Orange County Specialist Certificate, and be
in to win great destination prizes and a
chance for a spot on their weekend FAM trip.
You can also join on facebook.com/
AnaheimOC or twitter: “Anaheim_OC”.

Pictured at the Discover America Seminar
in Auckland are Anaheim / Orange
County’s Pip Ashford and Luanne Miracle.

Aerospace and Arizona Days
air show
Aviation enthusiasts and spectators will be
lining up to attend the upcoming Aerospace
and Arizona Days air show in Tucson AZ on
20-21MAR.
The air show will offer the public an up-close
look at military and civilian aerial
demonstrations and static-display aircraft
from across the U.S.
The theme for this year’s show is “Davis-
Monthan: Tucson Pride, Air Force Power.”
Among the aircraft on display will be the A-
10C Warthog tank-buster, the Black Hawk
chopper, extended range Hercules, F-14
Tomcat, F-15C Eagle, F-35 Lightning, F-22
Raptor, F/A-18 Hornet, Boeing E-3 Sentry
AWACS, T-38 Talon, AH-64 Apache, MiG-
17, MiG-19, Nanchang CJ-6, hot air balloons
and many associated displays.
A bus service will be providing a shuttle to
Davis-Monthan from Tucson’s Park Place
Mall, Tucson Electric Park and the Pima Air
and Space Museum up until 2pm daily priced
at US$2.50 round trip.
Security is such that attendees cannot bring
any liquids onto the base.
http://www.dm.af.mil/library/
aerospace&azdays.asp

Alaska tour on sale
Travel in 2010 and save $440 per person. The
11-day/10-night Yukon Highlights tour from
Gray Line of Alaska is on sale until
31MAR10, says Adventure World.  Travellers
immerse themselves in Gold Rush history of
Alaska and the Yukon Territory on a
comprehensive tour that showcases this
spectacular region. This independent tour

travels aboard the McKinley Explorer domed
railcar and by deluxe motorcoach from
Anchorage to Juneau via Denali National
Park, Fairbanks, Tok, Dawson City,
Whitehorse and Skagway.  New bookings
only, booked and deposited 22FEB to
31MAR10.  Special conditions apply.  Call
Adventure World on 09-539 8102.

Tony ‘Big T’ Laskey and Ginger  ‘Baby G’
Blum from Contiki were masquerading as
retro-hip news vendors at the Discover
America Seminar in Auckland. In addition
to promoting their Go Explore brochure,
they were handing out the latest edition
of The Struth, the world’s most reliable
newspaper, containing stories like
‘Madame Tussaud cuts wax, hires actors
instead’ and ‘Volcano Bungy Jumps – so
hot right now.’

Mexico for under $2000
The most popular archaeological sites of
Mexico are part of the 10-day Mayan
Heartland tour now available from Adventure
World. Priced from $1718pp share twin, this
comprehensive package explores all the
highlights, including Mexico City, San
Cristobal, the Agua Azul waterfalls, the
ancient sites of Uxmal and Kabah, and the
Mayan city of Chichen Itza before ending in
the coastal resort of Cancun. The deal
includes nine nights accommodation with
some meals, transport within Mexico,
sightseeing with an English speaking guide
and all transfers.
For those with more time to explore the
region, there is a six-day Guatemala
extension which includes Flores, Guatemala
City, Chichicastenango, Lake Atitlan and
colonial Antigua before returning to
Guatemala City. With the same inclusions as
the Mayan package, it is priced from $1080pp
share twin.
For details on these tours and any Latin
American product contact Adventure World
on 09-539 8100.

The Associated Press reports that the largest of
a group of San Francisco Victorian villas known
as the Painted Ladies is up for sale.
 It is among seven homes across from Alamo
Square that are also known collectively as
Postcard Row and are an important tourist
draw.
The owner is asking just under US$4 million for
the 4,600sq ft house, which features gas lamps
in the parlor and has been used in about 70
movies, ads and TV shows, including in the
opening montage of the Olsen twins sitcom,
Full House, back in the 80s.
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OMAN 
where the stories from 1001 Nights come alive! 

 

 

Freephone 0508100111   
 www.innovative-travel.com 

 

‘1001 Nights’ come alive in Oman
The Innovative Travel Company’s Ancient Kingdoms Holidays
programme boasts a comprehensive range of Oman product.
The Sultanate, almost hidden from the West for some time, has now
opened its doors to visitors to reveal a fascinating, scenic country of vast
deserts, dramatic mountains, long unspoiled coastlines, and towns and
villages steeped in history and tradition.  Oman is these days a modern
outward looking country which has still managed to retain the rich
traditions and charms of its past.
In biblical times Oman was the hub of the lucrative frankincense trade.  It
was from here that the Three Wise Men were said to have set out to find
the newborn Christ.  Frankincense, worth its weight in gold, was the main
export. It found its way to Queen Hatshepsut of Egypt in 1500 BC – a
drawing of a ship docked at Samhuran on the Southern coast of Oman can
be seen in a temple in the Valley of the Kings in Luxor.
Take an evening ‘Sundowner Cruise’ with Ancient Kingdoms Holidays
(page 51 - $95pp) on a traditional Dhow.  The voyages of Sindbad, who is
said to have sailed from Sohar, underpin centuries of Omani seafaring.
Today, the distinctive Omani art and architecture reflects the diverse

MIDDLE EASTSave up to 20%
on late availability tours
from TrekAmerica
TrekAmerica is offering discounts of up to 20%
on selected small group adventure tours leaving in
the next two months, advises Adventure World.
These are just some of the options available in
North and Central America:
Save 20% on Costa Rica Panama Trail,
departing 11APR10. Hike and bike Costa Rica’s
Arenal Volcano, discover coral reefs at Cahuita
Marine National Park, explore the rainforests of
Manuel Antonio NP and walk among the bubbling
mud pots of the Rincón de la Vieja on this 21-day
camping and lodging Grand American
Adventures.
Save 20% on Yucatan Adventure, departing
01APR10. The spotlight falls on Mexico this year
as it is 100 years since the Mexican revolution.
Take a trip further back into history with this 14-
day tour in the Yucatan region, discovering
remnants of the Mayan culture. Fast forward to
the colonial era on visits to San Cristobal de las
Casas and Merida before experiencing some of
Mexico’s modern delights with four nights on the
Mayan Riviera.
Save 10% on Canyon BLT, departing 15MAR10.
This BLT – budget lodging tour - allows travellers
to explore some of the USA’s most iconic views.
Departing from Las Vegas, travellers will visit no
less than five national parks over the 10-day trip.
Each has its own distinctive landscape, best
explored on foot, but travellers also have the
options of a scenic flight over the Grand Canyon,
a float trip on the Colorado River, a Navajo
guided Jeep tour in Monument Valley, mountain
biking in Moab plus more.
For bookings phone Adventure World on 09-524
5118.

influence of the exotic trade routes
plied by its sailors from the coast
of Africa to southeast Asia.
Muscat, admired for its traditional
souq - one of the best in the region
- is an authentic Arabian market
offering traditional crafts, silver,
gold jewellery, Omani daggers and
handwoven textiles. Bargaining is
expected.
Unlike many of the countries in
the Gulf where the national cuisine
is basically Lebanese, Oman has a
variety of interesting local dishes
and flavours. Ancient Kingdoms
Holidays features ‘Dinner with a
Kiwi’ (page 51 - $125pp) where

your clients can share many insights into this fascinating
country with a fellow New Zealander based in Oman for 7
years.
Stunning forts dot the northern coast and are featured as a 4-
hour excursion out of Muscat with Ancient Kingdoms
Holidays or as an exciting 4-day, 4WD programme (page 52)
priced from $1499pp twin.
Contact the expert team at Innovative on Freephone 0508
100111 or email: info@innovative-travel.com
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Dubai International Airport’s passenger numbers

rose 17% and cargo volumes climbed 31.5% in January

compared to a year ago. The airport handled 3.86

million passengers in JAN10 against 3.3 million a year

earlier. Last month also, the record for passenger

numbers — 3.81 million in DEC09 — was surpassed.

Airlines not referring to the waterway between

Iran and the Arabian peninsula as the ‘Persian

Gulf’ will be banned from Iranian airspace, Iran’s

transport minister has told local media. The

warning was directed specifically toward the

airlines of neighboring Gulf Arab countries

whose staff have a history of referring to the

body of water as the ‘Arabian Gulf.’

The world’s largest
indoor theme park,
Ferrari World Abu
Dhabi, will open in
the second half of
2010. Sited on Yas
Island next to the
new Grand Prix race
track, it is the
world’s first Ferrari
theme park and will
provide an intense
multi-sensory
experience for
people of all ages.
There will be 20
rides and
attractions, F1GP
simulators and a
driving and racing
school for junior

drivers. The world’s fastest roller coaster will deliver 200km/
h thrills and G-forces as it tracks up 62m in the air, through
the roof and back down again.

EUROPE

Abbey Road saved
Abbey Road Studios in London has been officially declared a
historic building. There had been concerns over the building’s
future after the cash-strapped EMI Group Ltd had made
noises about selling the famous recording venue.
English Heritage - the body that oversees buildings of historic
interest – succeeded in its appeal to the government to name it
a historic building.
The pedestrian crossing outside the north London studios
made famous by The Beatles draws camera-toting tourists
daily, and the studio facilities have also hosted Pink Floyd and
Radiohead and are still popular with orchestras.

Cycling the canals of southwest France
The Canal du Midi links the Atlantic to the Mediterranean, its
lower sections passing through historic centres such as
Carcassonne and Narbonne, together with some of the
prettiest scenery in southwest France. Rich in cultural, history
and natural beauty, this easy 8-day itinerary leads cyclists
along tree lined towpaths, over beautiful stone bridges, and
into the heart of the Minervois region, famous for its wines.
Explore’s popular Canal du Midi small group holiday is
priced from $1590pp, and departs 22MAY, 05JUN, 14AUG,
04SEP and 11SEP10. The price includes 7 nights hotel
accommodation, 6 breakfasts, transport (21-speed hybrid
bicycles with pannier, water bottle holder, lock and map
holder), an Explore Tour Leader/driver to assist, advise and
co-ordinate. Call Adventure World on 09-539 8102.

Second Scenic Christmas Cruise
Scenic Tours has released a second Christmas Cruise
departure for 2010. The 16-day cruise departs 21DEC10 and
includes two nights in Cologne with plenty of time to explore
the six Christmas markets there and to spend Christmas Eve in
the city before departing on Christmas Day, cruising through
the Rhine Gorge. New Year’s Eve celebrations are spent on
board and include a Gala Dinner. Tour code is CHAA. Phone
0800 441 611 for more information or use Expressbook.

Kiwis experience the North Eastern welcome
Top tour operators and travel agents from New Zealand and
Australia will be visiting the North East in the next few
months to find out what the region has to offer holidaymakers.
More than 30 representatives from Australasia will visit the
region on three separate famil trips.
The first took place this week when a group of more than 10
tour operators and staff from Emirates visited Durham City,
NewcastleGateshead and Hadrian’s Wall.
The other visits will take place in March and May and will
include trips to the Northumberland coast and The Alnwick
Castle and Garden as well as other key attractions and
destinations in the region.
The trips are part of ongoing promotional activity of the
region in Australia and New Zealand, being led by Regional
Development Agency One North East, to raise awareness of
North East England overseas and to generate new business for
the region.
Kathryn Luke, International Brand Manager at One North
East, said: “We have been actively promoting the region in
Australia and New Zealand since the launch of the daily
Emirates route into Newcastle International Airport in 2007.
“These travel trade familiarisation trips are the next step in
our campaign to raise the profile of the region and encourage
more visits from these key international markets.”
Sara Baldwin from Mondo Travel, who was on last week’s
trip said: “It has been fantastic to see what North East
England has to offer. The history and heritage in the region
will be a real draw for visitors from New Zealand.”
The 2010 North East England marketing campaign in
Australia and New Zealand is set to launch at the end of
March and will focus on consumer and travel trade. It will
include showing the TV advert on video on demand channels
as well as online advertorials, banner advertising and will
drive people to specially dedicated websites,
www.northeastengland.com.au and
www.northeastengland.co.nz
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AVIATION
BA cabin crew vote to strike
More than 7400 British Airways cabin crew have voted in
favour of strike action ahead of Easter, amid ongoing anger
over working conditions and a pay freeze.
AAP says officials from Unite, the union representing the
airline’s cabin crew, told reporters that while no date had been
set for the latest planned strike, existing laws meant it had to
be held within 28 days.
Unite assistant general secretary Len McCluskey said while
81% of the 9200 cabin crew who voted in the ballot were in
favour of striking, the union would continue talks with BA
management to resolve the dispute.
The Times says that while no specific grievance was listed on
the strike ballot, the reason the crew would be willing to strike
for so long appears to be the company’s plan to hire future
cabin crew on far lower wages and pensions.
This so-called “New Fleet” of employees will no longer be
divided into short and long-haul divisions. The pool of
stewards and stewardesses will be expected to be more
flexible in the routes and times they fly.
According to The Times, BA’s game plan is to tempt the older,
more expensive staff with voluntary redundancy deals and to
whittle away at their numbers through “natural wastage”.
New recruits will fly alongside their experienced colleagues,
but crucially the airline hopes that it will not have to negotiate
with cabin crew as a single block. Existing cabin crew fear
that over time, the airline will transfer the most profitable
routes over to the new workforce, diminishing further the
clout of the highly-unionised old guard.

The three airports owned and operated by Queensland

Airports Limited at Gold Coast, Townsville and Mount Isa

recorded just over 594,000 passenger movements

collectively for JAN10, an increase of 2.9% compared to

JAN09.

Gold Coast Airport achieved a new all time monthly record

of 464,056 passenger movements, with international

traffic growing 23%.

Woman named as SAA ceo
South African Airways has announced the appointment of Ms
Siza Mzimela as its new CEO. Ms. Mzimela will take up the
position as new CEO from 01APR and is the airline’s first
female in this position. Ms Mzimela is currently CEO of
SAA’s domestic partner airline, SA Express (SAX).
Under her leadership, the regional airline has grown in leaps
and bounds, introducing a number of new routes and recently
starting a new airline, Congo Express in the DRC. In 2009,
SA Express declared a net profit of approximately $A35
million under very difficult economic circumstances.

Lufthansa rushed to resume normal service this week

after a four-day pilots’ strike was called off with three

days still to go. The union said an “agreement” had been

reached before Frankfurt’s labour court.

Singapore budget carrier Tiger Airways is reported to be

looking at flying to three more destinations in India in

addition to Chennai and Bangalore.  They are Trivandrum

and Kochi in Kerala state and Trichy in Tamil Nadu.

ANA and its toilets
All Nippon Airways is to introduce one female-only toilet per
aircraft on international flights next month after a survey of
women fliers identified it as the second only to being offered
desserts, when it comes to desirable services.  The rest of the
toilets onboard will be for use by both men and women.
AFP says the airline is also planning to install “washlets” in
its aircraft — electric toilet seats with water sprays for
washing — a common sight in Japan and generally a source of
amusement for first-time visitors and users.  The “washlets”
will be installed in the Boeing 777-300ER, due to begin
operating in April, and the Boeing 787 fleet set to start flying
this year.

London-Heathrow, the world’s busiest international

airport, generated its highest level of income from

retailing since the abolition of duty-free for European

travellers in 1999. The airport made £351.5 million from

retailers last year — an increase of 7% from the year

before. Retail income per passenger rose by 6.7% to £4.93.

The Times says the sales more than offset lower passenger

numbers.

Kingfisher Airlines lines up for oneworld
Kingfisher Airlines, India’s leading domestic carrier and its
only Skytrax five-star airline, is lining up to join the oneworld
alliance, and has applied to India’s Ministry of Civil Aviation
for authority to proceed with its membership.
The process to bring any airline on board normally takes
around 18 months to complete, so Kingfisher (code IT) could
be expected to start flying as part of oneworld during 2011.
Kingfisher Airlines’ addition to the alliance will add 58 cities
to the oneworld map – all of them in India.

Three Pacific Sun pilots, two of them expats, have been

‘headhunted’ by Airlines PNG, lured to their new jobs by

big pay. Fiji Times Online reports that they will receive

more pay than local Air Pacific B737 captains, something

Pacific Sun’s ceo said they could not match. He told the

paper he was unaware of reports that another nine pilots

had been offered jobs with overseas airlines and Air

Pacific.

Greek carriers Aegean Airlines and Olympic Air have

announced plans for a merger, to form a single national

airline under the latter’s brand. The agreement is subject

to approval by the European Competition Commission.

Aegean, which is on line to join Star Alliance by June, said

the new, national airline would “champion with enlarged

presence in the European market as well as seamless

coverage of even the most remote islands” in Greece.

In the next Stocklink Travelbag Envelope
Dreamworld & Whitewater World Park Map  &  Theme Parks  &  Qdeck

DriveAway Holidays Car Rental & Motorhome Rental Earlybird Sale 2010

Underwater World Sunshine Coast Queensland

      Topdeck Egypt 2010/11                    Ski Express Winter 2010

                   Russia Baltics Ukraine & Scandinavia 2010

                                Travel Digest March 2010
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JAWS
JOINT AIRLINE WORKSHOPS 2010

Prizes galore!

WHANGAREI THU11MAR

NAPIER TUE 16MAR

  The Crown Hotel, cnr Bridge & Hardinge Sts  from 5pm

PALMERSTON NTH WED 17MAR

  The RSA, 200 Broadway Ave  11am-2pm

NEW PLYMOUTH THU 18MAR

  The Devon Hotel, 390 Devon St  11am-2pm

TAURANGA TUE 23MAR

  The Tauranga Club, 72 Devonport Rd  11am to 2pm

ROTORUA WED 24MAR

  Distinction Grand Tiara Hotel, 390 Fenton St 11am-2pm

HAMILTON THU 25MAR
  Wintec gate 5, Tristam St  from 5pm

  Forum North, Rust Ave  from 5pm

2x foc TN AKL/PPT
2x foc NF AKL/VLI
2x foc FJ AKL/NAN
2x foc KL gateway to AMS
2x foc LY BKK/HKG to TLV
1x foc PR SYD/MEL to MNL
1x foc US Air Domestic US
plus lots of tasty door prizes!

RSVP
HERE

You’re invited!

CRUISE NEWS

Page 13

Trelise Cooper parade on Queen Mary 2

Orion includes free flightseeing on 2010 Kimberley Expedition

Cunard Line’s Queen Mary 2 visits
Auckland next Thursday and during its stay
will feature an elegant onboard fashion show
from New Zealand fashion designer Trelise
Cooper.
Trelise will showcase a selection from her
upcoming Summer 2011 Collections before
an exclusive audience of Cunard’s guests,
with the catwalk set high above the city, on
the giant liner’s Level 13 Sundeck.
Cooper is more than delighted to be involved
in this exclusive event.
“To be asked by Ann Sherry AO to show my
range onboard the magnificent Queen Mary
2 is such an honour,” she said.

Ms Sherry, ceo of Carnival Australia which
represents Cunard Line, is proud to be
presenting this experience in a city she says
she is so fond of.
“I have a personal connection with New
Zealand and am truly excited by the
opportunity to host this fabulous occasion
and of course I’m excited about the prospect
of watching the talents of Trelise Cooper
onboard. Her shows are always an amazing
experience,” said Sherry.
Queen Mary 2 arrives at Jellicoe Wharf at
7am and departs at 8pm for her inaugural
visit to the Bay of Islands on 05MAR.

Orion Expedition Cruises is enhancing its
Kimberley itineraries for the 2010 season to
provide inclusive additional Kimberley
experiences at no extra cost to guests:
• Visit to the port of Wyndham -

opportunity to visit Kununurra, heart of
the East Kimberley

• Inclusion of complimentary flight-seeing
over the famous Bungle Bungle ranges

• Inclusion of one night’s complimentary
accommodation in one of Broome’s finest
hotels including breakfast and transfers

• Now an 11 night holiday for the original
cost of 10 nights

Orion’s Kimberley season runs from May to
September, offering twelve 10-night cruise
itineraries between Darwin and Broome (and
vice versa).

years ago, the Bungle Bungle ranges are part
of Purnululu National Park, a natural wonder
seen firsthand by only a privileged few. The
ranges are best experienced by air and are a
short flight from Wyndham or Kununurra.
Orion Expedition Cruises will be the only
operator in the region to offer this amazing
experience as part of its Kimberley voyages
at no additional cost.
Orion will also be providing overnight
accommodation in one of Broome’s top
hotels before or after the 10-night voyage,
thus providing guests with an 11-night
holiday for the cost of the usual 10-night
expedition.
Operationally, Orion will leave Australian
waters to comply with international voyage
requirements, providing guests onboard with
a relaxing and enjoyable day at sea.First brought to the world’s attention only 25
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New Specials from Cruise West out now
Adventure World says now is the time to take advantage of
the newly released Cruise West Specials that are currently
available on any Alaska Inside Passage cruise and the SEP10
Gold Rush Inside Passage cruise departures only. New
bookings only, book and deposit between 20FEB and
15APR10 to save US$200pp and receive a US$50 Shipboard
Credit per person. Travel in 2010. Conditions apply.  For the
Cruise West brochure or bookings phone Adventure World on
09-539 8102.

Cruise Holidays has some special offers on Voyages of
Discovery.  They report that bookings this month for
Voyages of Discovery have seen a dramatic increase,
and with specials such as this, starting from $1840pp
for an 8-night Riviera sailing with a free upgrade, space
is filling fast, and they encourage agents to book early
and avoid disappointment.
Click Here to download the details.

Chat Tours has a discount offer on Louis Hellenic

Cruises around the Greek Islands/Turkey and Adriatic.

Book and deposit before 31MAR10, for travel at any

time during 2010, and receive a 10% Anniversary

Celebration discount off the regular prices.

For all enquiries and bookings, contact Hogan &

Associates, the NZ GSA for Chat Tours.

Dubai Cruise Terminal opens
The new Dubai Cruise Terminal was formally opened by the Dubai
Crown Prince His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum, on Tuesday. During the course of the festivities the
naming ceremony for cruise ship Costa Deliziosa also took place.
The new facility can accommodate four cruise ships at once and offers
tourist support infrastructure which includes facilities like money
exchange, ATMs, post office, duty free shop, souvenir shops, gift shops,
and business centre with free internet access, Wi-Fi, VIP Majlis and
toilets.

RAIL TRAVEL
Switzerland by rail
- pay 2nd class, travel 1st class
Travel in first class but pay second class rail fares to explore
Switzerland’s mountains, lakes and historic cities in a new deal from
Rail Plus.
Rail Plus has a free upgrade from second to first class on its Swiss Pass
for travel up to 31MAY10, if booked before 29MAR10.
The upgrade deal applies to adult, child, saver and youth tickets and is
valid for the Swiss continuous pass (4, 8, 15, 22 days travel in one
month) and the Swiss flexi pass (3, 4, 5, 6 days travel within one
month).
Price comparison example: the Flexi Pass adult second class ticket for
five days travel is NZ$498, whereas the normal first class fare is $747.
See www.railplus.co.nz

ACCOMMODATION

Indian Pacific turns 40
The famous Indian Pacific train has just marked its 40th birthday, having
commenced the first east-west standard gauge direct rail journey
between Sydney and Perth in 1970.
The 65-hour, 4,352km trip crosses the Blue Mountains, calls at Port
Augusta, the crossroad of Australia, traverses the Nullarbor Plain and
passes through the historic gold-rush town of Kalgoorlie on its epic
journey to the extraordinary west.
The Indian Pacific today carries up to 348 passengers with 25 carriages
and can reach 686 metres in length.
More than 55,000 passengers a year make the famous journey.

Love letter to guests
Tatler magazine, the style bible for the thinking
Brit has, for an extraordinary third year running,
listed Mollies in Auckland among its 101 Best
Hotels in the World.  Such status is granted
infrequently to New Zealand accommodation,
and then it is mostly given to overseas-owned
hotels or super lodges.  Mollies is a boutique,
family-owned and operated small hotel in St
Mary’s Bay in Auckland.
“Everything is beautifully done throughout,
thoughtful, flamboyant, charming,” waxed the
typically sceptical magazine.  “It’s a seductive
place that will win you over.  The hotel is a love
letter to guests from the owners Frances Wilson
and Stephen Fitzgerald.”
The owners were surprised by the hat-trick, as
the award was assessed incognito.  “This is our
baby,” says Frances Wilson, “and to have her
yet again in the spotlight on the international
stage is such a reinforcement of the personal,
caring passion that we, and every staff member,
bring to looking after our guests.”
Tatler noted “a super-swift talented staff gliding
about with glasses of champagne” and the
signature devotion to opera performance that
sets the tone for every evening dining
experience. The magazine’s list this year
featured hotels with “old fashioned star quality,”
says travel editor Melissa Stevens, “cosseting,
thrilling, and out of the ordinary”.
In the Tatler annual guide, other Top 101 places
to stay include the Mandarin Oriental in
Bangkok, London’s Ritz, and the Taj Mahal
Palace in Mumbai.  Huka Lodge in Taupo is
also on the list and received an award for its
enduring excellence.
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Winter Rates for Summer
Winter rates are now available for all new bookings at six
Navigate luxury lodges and cottages in New Zealand:
• Cliff Edge Landing, Bay of Islands
• Stafford Villa, Auckland
• Kawaha Point Lodge, Rotorua
• Claremont (Cottages), Canterbury
• Elm Tree House, Christchurch
• Remarkables Lodge, Queenstown
This offer can be combined with Navigate’s 123…go!
‘Something for Nothing’ promotion. Clients can save up to
40% on normal high season rates, limited to new bookings.
http://navigateoceania.com/luxurydeals.php

Mad Hatter’s tea party at The Langham Auckland
For those looking to entertain that special client, The
Langham Auckland has a colourful afternoon tea offering fit
for a Mad Hatter’s tea party and inspired by the novel ‘Alice’s
Adventures in Wonderland’.
Available daily throughout March, the Wonderland Afternoon
Tea ($36pp) will be served in The Winery from 12 noon –
4.30pm.
Says the hotel’s Rachel Broadmore: “To make our
Wonderland Afternoon Tea even more entertaining we are
encouraging people to wear a hat … as befitting a true Mad
Hatter’s tea party! We also have some exciting spot prizes to
give away daily at the afternoon tea sittings throughout the
month.”
Reservations are essential. Call 0800 61 62 61.
Footnote: The original Langham hotel in London opened in
1865, the year Lewis Carroll wrote his famous book.

INDUSTRY

According to Smith Travel Research, the U.S. hotel

industry reported decreases in all three key

measurements during the week of 07-13FEB10.

In year-over-year measurements, the industry’s occupancy

ended the week with a 2.3% decrease to 53.7%. Average

daily rate dropped 4.7% to finish the week at US$97.12.

Revenue per available room for the week fell 6.9% to

finish at US$52.19.

   The Great Room at The Langham
The Langham, Auckland will open the doors on its brand new
$8 million facility, The Great Room, next Wednesday
03MAR, giving event guests the opportunity to see the venue
in its entirety for the first time.
The newest and grandest ballroom and conference venue in
the land, The Great Room will host CheeseFest ‘10, the
greatest cheese festival in New Zealand.
The 1200sq m venue is pillar less and one of the largest event
spaces in New Zealand. It has the capacity to seat 900 guests
banquet style and 1400 guests theatre style in a room that can
move effortlessly from a daytime conference venue to an
elegant evening dinner space.
With a range of smaller meeting rooms supporting the venue,
The Great Room can also be divided into four sections and
will offer a multi-faceted event space of a truly international
standard.

A-Team Updates in BoP, Waikato
The A-Team will be hosting Travel Updates at Mills Reef
Winery in the Bay of Plenty on Thursday 04MAR from
5.30pm for 6pm and in Hamilton at Le Grand Hotel on
05MAR at 7.15 for 7.30am.
They will be offering drinks and canapés at Mills Reef
Winery and breakfast at Le Grand Hotel plus some great
travel prizes. Agents will also go into a draw to win 7 nights
in a luxury two-bedroom Villa at First Landing Beach Resort
in Fiji
The updates will include Toga Hospitality (Medina, Vibe and
Travelodge Hotels) Captain Cook Cruises, Treasure Island
Resort, Bounty Island Resort, The Terraces, First Landing
Beach Resort, The Moorings, Coconuts Beach Club, Fafa
Island Resort, GLP Hotels and Royale Takitumu Villas.
RSVP: Email info@ateam.co.nz by 01MAR10 and check
their website on www.ateam.co.nz

FCm appointment
FCm Travel Solutions and Corporate Traveller has appointed
ToniLee Luck to the position of corporate marketer and
product leader.
Mrs Luck’s key role will be driving the marketing and product
coordination for the corporate divisions of Flight Centre (NZ)
Ltd and expand product offering
for both business and executive
travel clients. Mrs Luck will also
focus on continual product
training for all corporate
consultants.
Mrs Luck joined the Flight Centre
group three years ago as a travel
consultant and most recently lead
the company’s unique Healthwise
team - dedicated to the health and
well being of approximately 900
employees across the country.

http://www.jewelinthesouthpacific.com
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=656
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=656
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=656
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=656
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=648
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=423
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=654
http://www.jewelinthesouthpacific.com
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=656
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=648
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=423
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=654


20100226                        www.travelmemo.co.nz

Kevin Blackford,  Editor/Publisher,  The Memo Limited

21c Commodore Parry Rd,  Milford,  Auckland 0620

Copyright.  No part of this
publication may be copied,
reproduced or duplicated,
in whole or in part, without
the prior written approval
of the Publisher.

editor@travelmemo.co.nz

TRAVEL

UPLOADED OVERNIGHT  MON & THU

TRAVEL &

TOURISM

ONLINE

NEWS

DIGEST

www.travelmemo.co.nz

Tel:       64-9- 449 1449
Mob:   021 - 183 3 643
Fax:      64-9-449 1436

PEARL’S  PEARLER

Just because a majority agrees,

 don’t assume they are right

   CLICK TO
TRAVEL

SPECIAL FEATURES

Queensland’s Dinosaur Trail
New Products from NSW Vol 1
New Products from NSW Vol 2
India - World of Adventure
Sydney - City of Family Fun
Sydney Festival 2010
Western Australia Update
Egypt Feature

DOWNLOAD

TravelMemo Ranked  No.1

Source :  alexa.com   traffic stats 01DEC09

Travel Industry News Site in New Zealand

Page 16

Qantas Agents special fares
to Los Angeles & New York
Qantas has released special agent’s fares of $747 to Los
Angeles and $999 to New York for sales until 10MAR10.
Consultants can take one companion at the same cost, and
airfares include ticket surcharges and taxes.
Travel is return Economy class ex AKL on Qantas-
operated services only, departing between 30APR and
21JUN10 with all travel completed by 03JUL10.  Qantas
will be releasing booking instructions shortly and info
will be made available on www.qantas.co.nz/agents.

Globus Family offers electronic rewards
Globus is giving New Zealand travel agents the chance to
take home electronic rewards, including iPods and digital
camcorders as part of its latest agent giveaway promotion.
The rewards are available to agents who book six or more
passengers on any Globus, Cosmos, Avalon Waterways or
Monograms holidays by 31MAR10*.
Agents who book between six and nine passengers will
receive a free iPod Shuffle.  For 10-14 passengers agents
receive a digital camera, or for 15 passengers or more a
free digital camcorder.
Plus, agents earn double Passport to Rewards points on
any tour booked from the Globus Family of Brands by
31MAR10*.
The agent promotion coincides with the current Globus
Tour and Cruise Sale, offering New Zealand travellers six
different deals on Globus tours, Cosmos tours and Avalon
Waterways river cruises.
On sale until 31MAR10*, or until sold out, the offers
cover European holidays across the entire Globus Family
of Brands range and include a choice of electronic
giveaways, cash savings and free add-on cruises and city-
stays.
For more info and travel agent bookings visit
www.globusfamily.co.nz/onlinebookings
or phone 0800 456 287.
*Bookings and deposits required by 31MAR10.

Active Asia acnowledges TOP 5 Agents
Specialist wholesaler Active Asia has recognised its TOP 5 Agents for 2009.
Top Groups Office
Stephen Gillingham House of Travel, Whangarei
Top Office for leisure
Adventure Travel Wellington
Active Asia’s other Top Agents were House of Travel Merivale, Frontier Travel,
Calder & Lawson House of Travel and House of Travel Ponsonby.

Lynn
Meechan,
Active Asia’s
Groups
Planner, with
the team from
Defining
Moments.
L to R: 
Charlene
Jones, Naomi
Franklin, Lynn
and Stephen
Gillingham.

Active Asia’s
managing
director,
Paul Safe
with the
Adventure
Travel team.
L to R:  Kathy
Twydle,  Jo
Helson, Karl
Woolcott,
Trish
Brennan,
Jodi Ramsay
&  Paul Safe.
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