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AIM HOLIDAYS

0508 - 650660
IMMEDIATE CONFIRMATION

MOST COUNTRIES

�

�

�

� Rental Cars / Campers

Hotels

Coach Tours

Shows

AIM FOR THE BEST SINCE 1985

reservations@aimholidays.co.nz

AIM HOLIDAYS

 

Toll Free 0508 100111 

info@innovative-travel.com 

 

All Middle East & Med 

True Specialists 

Expert Local Operators 

UNIQUE EXPERIENCES UNIQUE EXPERIENCES 

www.adventureworld.co.nz
09 539 8101

Adventure World Groups

25 years Specialising in

• Conference & Incentives 
• Sporting Events
• Escorted Tours
• Weddings & Anniversaries
• School Groups plus more....

Call Jo or Rahul today for your group quote

Singapore Airlines deal to boost NZ’s profile
Singapore Airlines and Tourism New Zealand have signed a marketing
agreement to jointly develop and promote tourism to New Zealand on
Singapore Airlines’ services.
The three-year deal will come into effect on 01JAN.
Under the terms of the memorandum of understanding SIA and
Tourism NZ will jointly explore and implement activities to boost
tourist arrivals to New Zealand via the airline’s services between
Singapore and Auckland and Christchurch.
Each party has agreed to commit NZ$2 million over three years to fund
joint activities and promotion in six key Asian and European markets.
The arrangement will see joint tourism advertising in Singapore,
China, India, the UK, Germany, and France as well as New Zealand
promotion on Singapore Airlines’ KrisWorld onboard entertainment
system, with an audience reach of 19 million international travellers
each year.

HELEN CAMBELL
Tel: 09 966 2549 DDI
staff@topdog.co.nzTravel Recruitment Specialist

Get your paws

www.topdog.co.nz

on these roles!
BDM - Corporate - TD 1979
A truly exceptional opportunity
Dom/Int Corporate Consultant - TD 1993
North Shore location
Senior Inbound Consultant - TD 1997
East Tamaki location

TRAVEL

UPLOADED OVERNIGHT  MON & THU

TRAVEL &

TOURISM

ONLINE

NEWS

DIGEST

Tuesday 17NOV09         Issue TM944T

Last year, Singapore Airlines carried 470,000 passengers to and from
New Zealand, which makes it the second largest long haul air carrier
servicing the New Zealand market.
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NEW ZEALAND

Click Here

JG Sailing Adventures
Auckland

Rotorua tempts Sydneysiders with Steamy Weekend
Air New Zealand is halfway through a
four-week campaign in Sydney to promote
its new twice weekly trans-Tasman flights
into Rotorua starting 19DEC.
RotoruaNZ.com reports that the campaign
features bus side, online, office tower and
print advertising promoting a $199
introductory fare and the thermal
wonderland’s world-renowned healing hot
springs. Publications feating this
advertising include the Sydney Morning

Herald, Sun Herald and Fairfax News
Digital.
Promotional partner Destination Rotorua
Tourism Marketing (DRTM) is promoting
Rotorua through other channels and has so
far confirmed five journalists to come to
Rotorua on the first flight.
“This campaign is the start of continuing
marketing activity that we will be
undertaking in the Sydney and NSW region,”
says DRTM general manager Don Gunn.

Bigger chairlift
for Coronet Peak
Skiers and boarders at Coronet Peak may be
treated to a new chairlift next winter,
according to a report in the Otago Daily
Times.
NZSki Ltd has lodged a resource consent
application, which, if approved, would allow
installation of a new four-seater chairlift,
replacing the existing two-seater Meadows
chairlift.
Work was expected to start this month and be
completed in MAY10.

Outbound ups and downs
TAANZ has published the latest provisional
outbound figures for the four weeks ended
01NOV.
They show departures up 0.3% over the same
period last year.
Ups: Australia 2%, Fiji 0.1%, Samoa 35%,
Thailand 20%, Canada 77%
Downs: USA -2%, UK -19%, India -16%,
China -10%, Cook Islands -4%

Access tourism website
A new website on access tourism in New
Zealand and worldwide has been launched.
Access tourism is tourism for people with
disabilities, says Access Tourism NZ’s
Sandra Rhodda. “Already a huge untapped
economic market, the number of people
with disabilities worldwide is set to grow
with the ageing of the large Baby Boomer
generation because disability increases
with age.
“While study of, and planning for, this
market proceeds elsewhere, New Zealand
lags by virtually ignoring the sector.  Our
major rival Australia, our major tourist
sources, and international bodies such as
the EC, UN, ASEAN, ESCAP etc have all
been studying, planning, and strategising
for the development of Access Tourism for
a number of years now.  NZ ignores this
market to its detriment.”
Visit http://www.accesstourismnz.org.nz
for news, reviews, and opinion pieces on
Access Tourism.

Kawarau Jet vs
Thunder Jet
Kawarau Jet has forced regulator
Lakes Environmental to revise a
decision over rival Thunder Jet’s
efforts to build a kiosk on a
Queenstown wharf.
The Southland Times reports that
a decision to allow a consent for
Thunder Jet to be processed
without public notification is now
being reconsidered. This follows
the threat of a judicial review
instigated by Kawarau Jet’s lawyer.
Kawarau Jet director Andy
Brinsley is quoted as saying the
3.5m-high kiosk would be a big
structure on the sensitive
Queenstown waterfront and the
public should get the chance to
have their say.
Mr Brinsley told the paper his
concerns were not related to
Kawarau Jet’s long-running legal
battle with Thunder Jet about
access to the Kawarau River,
where Kawarau Jet has had a
commercial jet boat monopoly for
more than a decade.

Tree felling nobbles flying fox
Queenstown flying fox start-up Ziptrek Ecotours has
had its resource consent upheld by the High Court,
thwarting efforts by Bob’s Peak neighbour Skyline
Enterprises to have the decision overturned. Skyline had
argued it was incorrectly processed as non-notified and
would impact Skyline’s infrastructure, including its
toilets, according to a Southland Times report.
Now, says the paper, Ziptrek faces delays on another
front, after Skyline felled a tree that was reportedly
intended to support the bottom landing platform of
Ziptrek’s flying fox.
Lakes Property Services manager Jo Conroy told
Queenstown Lakes District Council councillors she had
mistakenly allowed Skyline to fell the tree.
After the meeting, Ms Conroy told the Southland Times
Skyline said the tree needed to be felled because there
was a risk it could fall on the gondola line.
But later inspection proved the tree was not within
Skyline’s lease area at all, meaning they had no right to
fell it.
Ziptrek will have to reassess the bottom section of the
flying fox but councillors have given permission for it to
build a track, allowing use of the top section of the
flying fox until a long-term solution can be found.
The flying fox is scheduled to open next month.

Planning starts later this month

to secure the future of Wanaka’s

New Zealand Fighter Pilots

Museum. The museum’s trustees

will work with the Warbirds Over

Wanaka Community Trust, the

Queenstown Lakes District

Council and the RNZAF Museum

to develop a sustainable business

plan .
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Kingston Flyer receivership
Kingston Acquisitions Ltd, the company
behind the dormant Kingston Flyer train,
was placed into receivership by financier
Prudential Mortgage Nominees last Friday,
owing at least $4.7 million.
The Southland Times reports the company
is a leftover of now-bankrupt developer
Dan McEwan. It owns the heritage-listed
Kingston Flyer and 80ha of development
land, all of which will now be sold.
The company’s assets would be sold in an
international tender organised by Bayleys
Queenstown. Some 13 separate titles are
involved, and could be sold as a package
or individually.
Kingston Community Association
chairman Peter Gibson told the paper the
receivership was good news because it
meant the train would run again if a buyer
was found.
If the train did not sell, the community
would set up a trust and try to raise funds
to buy the train itself.

Click and win with
eyeballnz.com
New Zealand travel planner website
eyeballnz.com wants help in showcasing
New Zealand to the world. People are
encouraged to send in their digital pics
that best capture their home town or
favourite spot and be in to win a
Panasonic Lumix camera package worth
$800.  The winner will also have their
photo featured on the eyeballnz website
and get an enlarged archival quality print
for themselves.
Go to www.eyeballnz.com to enter.

Crappy nappy signs on Routeburn
Someone with a strange sense of humour
or a hangup about sharing the Routeburn
Track with others has been putting up fake
Department of Conservation signs.
The Southland Times says the bogus signs,
which carry authentic-looking DoC and
Great Walks logos, carry messages
advising people to wear nappies and
directing people to a public toilet up a
steep rock face.
One sign found on the Routeburn in
September reads: “Please do not defecate
in our National Parks. Heavy duty

tramping nappies are available from all
DoC visitor centres free of charge, and DoC
hut wardens carry an emergency supply.
Toilets in conservation areas are strictly for
urination only.”
DoC Wakatipu programme manager Richard
Kennett told the paper the signs had been
appearing since winter and had also appeared
last year in Fiordland.
One fake sign advertising an “effluent
station” pointed up a steep bluff and could
lead to someone injuring themselves, Mr
Kennett said.

AUSTRALIA

  Cycle high country stations with PureTrails
PureTrails New Zealand has recently
launched a new cycle tour through
Molesworth and Rainbow stations.
In an article in The Press, PureTrails New
Zealand says cyclists can pedal at their own
pace through the open tussock landscapes
and river valleys on Molesworth, the
country’s largest station, backed up by a
support vehicle all the way. Cycling
distances range from 25 to 40km daily, but
this is flexible and clients can bike as far as
they like. They stay in comfortable and
character accommodation complete with hot
showers and comfortable beds.

The four-day tour starts and finishes in
Blenheim, and includes a stay on a working
farm in the upper Awatere Valley, a night at
Hanmer Springs and a night at Tophouse,
Nelson Lakes. The tour is priced at $1135pp
and includes twin-share accommodation, all
meals, vehicle support with a local guide,
and bike-repair support. Bike hire is an
additional $150 and Picton transfers are $40
return.
Summer dates are 15-18JAN, 01-04FEB, 12-
15MAR, 22-25MAR and 28-31MAR, or on
demand for groups of four to 14 people.
www.puretrailsnewzealand.co.nz.

OZTalk Earlybird
rego deadline extended
The organisers of OZTalk are heartened by
last week’s increase in commitment by
agents to register early. Numbers, however,
are still short of expectations, and still
jeopardises the viability of staging this
important annual event.
Feedback from agency managers seeking
sufficient time to make firm staffing plans
has now prompted an extension of the
deadline to 27NOV09. There is $50 to be
saved by registering before Friday week.
Register here.

Bunbury’s officially the best
Holidaymakers have known it for years but
now it’s official - the beautiful waterfront
destination of Bunbury has been named
Western Australia’s top tourist spot.
Bunbury has been recognised as WA’s best
place for a break, taking out the 2009 GWN
Top Tourist Town award. Bunbury’s unique
attributes including a great mix of tourist
attractions, Koombana Bay dolphins, natural
beauty, cosmopolitan downtown precinct and
regional and historical character led to the win.
For holiday accommodation, the Mantra
Bunbury has it all. With stylish studio
apartments in a prime location overlooking
Koombana Bay, the property is in the heritage-
listed Bunbury Silos precinct, surrounded by
restaurants, cafes and bars. It is ideally sited at
the gateway to the WA Southwest and Ferguson
Valley wine country. Facilities include a heated
saltwater pool, tennis courts, office and
business services, indulgent Escape Day Spa
and Silos Bar and Café.
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Harbour & island hopping
year round
Your clients can experience Sydney Hharbour
and visit all its sights with Captain Cook Cruises
Harbour Express, where passengers can hop from
one famous attraction to another with an all-day
‘hop on hop off’ pass.
The Harbour Express features live commentary
and visits Circular Quay, Taronga Zoo, Watson’s
Bay, Fort Denison, Shark Island, Luna Park and
Darling Harbour. It departs every 45 minutes
from Jetty 6, Circular Quay and Pier 26, Darling
Harbour.
Prices are adults A$35, child (5-14yrs) A$19 and
family (2A2C) A$75. An additional National
Park fee of A$7 applies to Fort Denison and
Shark Island.

Tiger Airways Australia is to launch its first

intrastate route, a daily flight between

Brisbane and Rockhampton from 28MAR10.

Tropical North Queensland
consumer site
Newly launched is an innovative one-stop
holiday research and booking website for
the Cairns & Great Barrier Reef region.
Managed by Tourism Tropical North
Queensland, the website is a centralised
marketing tool that funnels consumers
directly to the tours and accommodation
they are researching to assist in reducing
the cost of sale.
It offers more than 500 TTNQ members’
updated products, an interactive regional
map, webcams, live news and weather
feeds, flight info, consumer feedback and
nearly 90 product videos.
www.cairnsgreatbarrierreef.org.au

Virgin Blue Group
sponsors New Mardi Gras
New Mardi Gras has signed a new four-year
sponsorship agreement making Virgin Blue
Airlines Group the official airlines for the
Sydney event.
The deal will see V Australia, Virgin Blue and
Pacific Blue assist in promoting the Sydney Gay
& Lesbian Mardi Gras event across their
combined networks.
In August, Events NSW research showing that
Mardi Gras brought over 21,000 visitors into
New South Wales in 2009, generating almost
A$30 million in new money for the State. Of
these visitors New Mardi Gras estimates that just
under half are international travellers, with the
US and UK each accounting for just under a third
of the total.

The Gold Coast Airport Marathon took out

Event of the Year at the Queensland Tourism

Awards. More than 23,000 people competed in

the marathon earlier this year, with about

2000 competitors flying in from overseas,

including a large contingent from Japan.

The Gold Coast Convention and Exhibition

Centre was recognised as Queensland’s best

venue for business tourism.

Dreamworld owner Ardent Leisure has paid

receivers to the failed Octaviar group A$13.3

million for the QDeck attraction on the upper

levels of the Q1 building in Surfers Paradise.
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Federation Square no ugly duckling

New date for Clare Valley Gourmet Weekend

Melbourne’s Federation Square, declared an
ugly duckling by some when it first opened,
has turned out to be a swan, attracting a
record 8.4 million visitors last financial year,
says The Age.
“Annual visitation numbers are double, if not
triple, the original expectation,” the venue’s
chief executive, Kate Brennan, told the
paper.
Ms Brennan said the key to the square’s
success was to continually change what was
on offer - from the deckchairs, sun umbrellas
and cushions on artificial grass, to the
artwork and live music.
Last financial year there were 2323 different
activities in the public space.
Annual visitation numbers are double, if not
triple, the original expectation. Federation
Square  has hosted thousands of
performances and entertained about 55
million visitors since it opened in OCT02,
making it one of the top-two destinations in
Victoria for domestic and international

visitors, the other being Queen Victoria
Market.

SOUTH PACIFIC
Blue Lagoon appoints Kiwi ambassador
Blue Lagoon Cruises has appointed high
profile New Zealander Mark Inglis ONZM
as the company’s first official international
ambassador.
A silver medal-winning Paralympian and
New Zealand Order of Merit recipient, Mr
Inglis is held in wide repute in New Zealand
in his capacity as founding trustee of the
Limbs4All Charitable Trust.
A world-recognised winemaker, scientist and
internationally-renowned business innovator
and speaker, among many accolades, he also
holds the distinction of being the only double
amputee to have stood on the summit of
Mount Everest.
Over the last six years he has presented to
more than 100,000 youth across the world,
inspiring them to embrace challenge and to
develop the attitude to excel.
Announcing Mr Inglis’ appointment from the
company’s Lautoka, Fiji, head office, Blue

Lagoon
Cruises’ CEO
Tim Stonhill
said he was
delighted to
welcome such
a high profile
international
personality
into the team.
“Mark’s international exploits and
achievements and reputation as a world
renowned motivator and author precede
him,” he said.
“We are very fortunate indeed to have Mark
representing Blue Lagoon Cruises in his
travels around the world and to all he
encounters which we see as a huge benefit
particularly with regard to the corporate
arena where Mark is a very well established
identity.”

Mark Inglis ONZM

Cook Islands Tourism’s NZ Manager Chris Ingram
presents House of Travel Upper Riccarton’s Janelle
Jones with a Limited edition Cook Islands WAS bag
as a sign of appreciation for her support of the
destination.
Janelle sold the
Cook Islands
holiday
package that
won her clients,
the McNallys of
Kaiapoi, a
brand new
four-door
Suzuki Swift.

The 2010 Clare Valley Gourmet Weekend is
being staged 15-16MAY to avoid clashing
with the Feast of the Senses,  part of Tasting
Australia, which is taking place in Adelaide
next year.
Held in autumn, undoubtedly the best time of
the year to visit the area, the 2010 Clare
Valley Gourmet Weekend will showcase the
region’s premium wines, which will be
expertly matched with a range of fine dining
experience and live entertainment.
Degustation meals and tutored tastings will
also be available.

The popular Vintage Tasting also returns in
2010, offering visitors the unique
opportunity to taste a selection of unreleased
Clare Valley wines at varying stages of the
wine making process.
Located only 1.5 hours drive from Adelaide,
the Clare Valley is known for its unique
Rieslings, history, scenic trails and or course,
fine food.
For more information on the Clare Valley
Gourmet Weekend, contact the Clare Valley
Winemakers Incorporated at
cvwi@bigpond.com
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www.pearlresorts.com              SPM  
Manava Suite Resort Tahiti 
STAY 5 / PAY 4 
Moorea, Huahine, Manihi & Tikehau. 
STAY 5 / PAY 4 OR FOC MAP daily. 

 
STAY  5 / PAY 4 OR FOC ABF daily. 
Travel 01 Nov 09 31 Mar 10. 
Conditions apply on all deals. 

THIS WEEKS 
FEATURE 

 

 
SUPER 

HOT  
SPECIALS 

www.edgewater.co.ck 
40% DISCOUNT ON ALL ROOM 
GRADES!! PLUS  Book 3 nts + &      
receive a FREE room upgrade .PLUS  
Book 5 nts + & receive a FREE NZ$100 
resort credit per room. Kids 16yrs & 
under STAY FREE!  Sales to 26 Nov 
09. Travel to 31 Mar 10. Win a trip to 
Rarotonga...click here for details!. 

www.edgewater.co.ck 

40% DISCOUNT ON 3 BEDROOM 
GARDEN & BEACHFRONT VILLAS 
PLUS  Book 5 nts + & receive a FREE 
NZ$100 resort credit per villa. Kids 
16yrs & under STAY FREE!  Sales 
to 26 Nov 09. Travel to 31 Mar 10. 
Win a trip to Rarotonga...click here 
for details!. 

www.clubraro.co.ck 
STAY 5/ PAY 4 ON ALL ROOM 
GRADES! PLUS book 5 nights or more 
in a poolside or Lagoonfront room &    
receive a NZ$50 F& B credit (per room). 
PLUS book 7 nights or more in any room 
grade & receive 2 x Club Raro Sunday 
night BBQs & 2 x Happy Hour Drinks. 
Sales to 30 Nov 09, travel to 31 Mar 10. 

www.iririki.com 

STAY 4 / PAY 3 or STAY 7 / PAY 5 - 
ALL YEAR! Enjoy great year round 
deals at this  private island resort. Valid 
on Garden, Harbour View and Waterfront 
Fares & Deluxe Ocean View / Pool View 
Rooms & Penthouses. Sales & travel to 
31 Mar 11.  Includes daily buffet break-
fast &  return airport transfers 

www.aggiegreys.com 

FURTHER REDUCED RATES FOR 
ALL INCLUSIVE MEALS & BED & 
BREAKFAST  PLUS STAY 5 / PAY 4  
& STAY 7 / PAY 5 !! Sales to 31 Dec 
09, travel to 31 Mar 10. Standard in-
clusions apply. Both hotel and resort 
were not affected by the recent 
Tsuanmi & are operating as usual. 

    Alana,          Laura                Jacquie 

PEARL RESORTS & SPA - TAHITI EDGEWATER VILLAS RAROTONGA EDGEWATER RESORT & SPA - RAROTONGA CLUB RARO RESORT - RAROTONGA 

AGGIE GREYS RESORT & SPA  SAMOA 

 Laura           Jacquie             Alana 

www.aggiegreys.com 

GREAT RATES FOR ALL INCLU-
SIVE MEALS & BED & BREAKFAST  
PLUS STAY 4 / PAY 3 & STAY 7 / 
PAY 5  !! Sales &  travel  to 31 Mar 
10. Experience this legendary hotel at 
great prices. Includes meals as speci-
fied and return airport transfers with 
Samoa Scenic Tours.  

AGGIE GREYS HOTEL & BUNGALOWS SAMOA IRIRIKI ISLAND RESORT & SPA  VANUATU 
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ASIA

Adventure World’s
South Pacific
Adventure World reminds agents they can
now book the South Pacific, and with the
range of Stay Pay Deals out in the
marketplace, they say they’re sure to have a
resort and island to suit.
Blue Lagoon Cruises currently has three
specials to choose from:
(1) Early Bird 2010/11 Special – save 30%
on all cruises for travel 01APR10 to
31MAR11, if booked by 31DEC09.
(2) Book a 4-day Club Cruise and receive a
free upgrade to a 4-day Gold Club Cruise.
Sales & travel to 31MAR10.
(3) Book a 4-day Gold Club Cruise and
receive a free upgrade to a 7-day Gold Club
Cruise. Sales & travel to 31MAR10. Blue
Lagoon Cruises now also provide
complimentary snorkelling equipment for
guests.
To view more South Pacific deals click here
and call Adventure World on 09-539 8106.

Authentic Cu Chi experience
Better known as
Uncle Nam, Huynh
Van Chia is a Cu Chi
native who fought in
the Cu Chi Tunnels
for 12 years during the Vietnam War.
World Journeys says this retired military war
veteran is now available as a tour guide for
Vietnam’s Cu Chi Tunnels, offering visitors a
personal, first-hand account of his war
experience.  Call 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Family ski and snow fun
this Christmas in Korea
For Kiwi families accustomed to the beach and
sunshine at Christmas, the Korean experience of
a white Christmas and fun on the snowfields can
be a memorable one. Specialist wholesaler
Fathom Asia says the ski season in Korea begins
early December and runs until mid-March and
snow usually falls in Seoul from Christmas
onwards.
“Seoul city is magical at this time especially for
families with children,” says Penny Henderson.
“A massive outdoor skating rink in City Hall
Plaza is a great attraction for families to enjoy
winter ice skating outdoors in the middle of the
city. Seoul city has become known in recent years
for its spectacular Christmas light decorations,
with beautiful displays outside the Lotte Hotel
and Department stores around the city.
“But if it’s skiing that brings you to Korea there
is no shortage of great ski resorts around the
country. There are now fourteen ski resorts in
Korea, all within three to four hours of Seoul,”
says Penny.
The east coast province Gangwondo has several
resorts very popular with western skiers.
Yongpyeong Ski Resort, known as Dragon Valley,
and Phoenix Park Resort are two resorts popular
with Australian and Kiwi skiers.
Skiing in Korea is relatively cheap compared to
the local ski-fields and many resorts have night
skiing as well as excellent accommodation
facilities.
For those who would like to enjoy just a day in
the snow there are several resorts within an hour
or two from Seoul city. For more information on
Korea’s ski resorts and snow fun call Fatham
Asia for a free “Winter in Korea” guide book on
0800 240 915 or email: info@fathomasia.com

Free ‘Gold Club’ cruise
upgrade on Blue Lagoon
Fiji’s Blue Lagoon Cruises is offering
a free ‘Gold Cruise’ upgrade on all
four-day ‘Club’ cruises booked for
travel before 31MAR10.
Prices for the special offer start from
NZ$775*pp twin share, a saving of
NZ$805*pp on normal ‘Gold Cruise’
pricing.
The boutique cruise specialist is also
offering a seven-day ‘Gold Cruise’
option at four-day ‘Gold Cruise’ prices
until 31MAR10.
Prices start from NZ$579*pp twin
share, a saving of NZ$655*pp twin
share.
The special rates are inclusive of all
meals, cruise and cultural activities.
*Conditions apply. Prices include taxes and
fuel surcharges. Please note prices do not
include international airfares or beverages
(other than tea and coffee).

India — Take two
Journey into the heart of India
and discover amazing wildlife
on a new 5-day wilderness
adventure offer with &Beyond
Safaris.  Spend 2 nights at the
&Beyond Pashan Garh Panna
Wilderness Lodge in Panna
National Park, and 2 nights at
&Beyond Mahua Kothi

enjoying luxurious accommodation
(pictured), a range of jungle-viewing drives,
elephant-back safaris, cycling and hiking.

Valid for travel from 01JAN-30APR10.
World Journeys has the details - call
0800 11 73 11.

Bandhavgarh Jungle Lodge,

Macau resort build revived
Las Vegas Sands reportedly plans to restart its
stalled Macau casino resort with funds raised
from a US$3.4 billion initial public offering in
Hong Kong.
AFP reports that the project was halted in
November last year as the global economic
crisis hit, with the loss of 11,000 construction
jobs in the former Portuguese colony.
By offering non-gaming activities, Las Vegas
Sands chairman Sheldon Adelson said the
project would focus on customers from around
Asia, not just day-tripping gamblers from Hong
Kong and mainland China - the key market for
Macau’s casino operators.
The US casino operator is aiming to generate
30 per cent of its Macau revenue from non-
Chinese customers, up from about 10 per cent
now, Mr Jacobs said.
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Thai

www.thailand.net.au

Our website  makes it so easy to sell to Thailand

and to answer all your clients’ questions

Experience

TOURISM AUTHORITY OF THAILAND

IS REPRESENTED IN NEW ZEALAND

BY FRANCIS TRAVEL MARKETING

DX: CX10152,  Tel 09-444-2298,

enquiries@francistravelmarketing.co.nz

Adventure

Thailand offers many soft adventures in diverse and

unique settings. Trekking or mountain-biking through hill

country, jungle rafting or taking an elephant safari,

kayaking or rock-climbing in Krabi, or bird-watching in

Thailand’s myriad national parks, there are fascinating and

exciting choices for those with an adventurous spirit.
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Fly to South East Asia’s

top destinations from

Level 10, 120 Albert St

PO Box 6247 Wellesley St, AUCKLAND

PH: 0 969 7600   FX: 9 969 7474

bangkokair@airlinemarketing.co.nz

CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD

LATEST ROUTE MAP

US$55

CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD

THE LATEST ROUTE MAP

Luxury Perfume River cruise

THE AMERICAS

La Residence Hotel and Spa in
Hue, Vietnam, is now offering
dinner cruises along the
Perfume River. Seating up to
25 passengers, the two-hour
cruise offers a Vietnamese set
dinner and live traditional
Vietnamese music and can be
privatized for groups. Available
every Monday, Wednesday and
Friday, these cruises provide a
stylish way to sightsee Hue’s
iconic river.  Contact World Journeys 0800 117311 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Ski Copper Mountain, Colorado
Known as the most nearly perfect ski mountain
in all of North America, Copper is naturally
divided into beginner, intermediate and
advanced terrain with over 126 runs and 2,450
acres, says Adventure World.
In the heart of Copper lies the village with its
premium slope-side accommodation, world-
class après, dining, shopping and nightlife.
Lodging is located in three areas – East
Village, the Village at Copper and Union

Creek. Accommodation ranges in
size from hotel rooms to three-
bedroom condos, and in
categories silver, gold and
platinum based on property
location and room standard.
Adventure World has a 7-night
package from $2282 for two
adults sharing, based on travel
01-20DEC09 and 28MAR-
20APR10. Price includes 7
nights silver category
accommodation (state taxes on
accom.) and 6-day Liftpass.
Talk to AW about a ski quote for
travel from January to March.
The Value Tours Ski USA,
Canada, Europe & Japan 2009/
10 brochure is out now.  Call 09-
539 8102.
For more ski deals, click here.

New Brochure: Rocky
Mountaineer 2010
Adventure World has supplies of the
new-look Rocky Mountaineer 2010
brochure, which celebrates 20 years
of Canadian rail experiences.
Rocky Mountaineer Vacations offers
over 70 unique Canadian holiday
packages and four spectacular train
trips through British Columbia,
Alberta and the Canadian Rockies.
Best known for the world-acclaimed
Rocky Mountaineer® train, a two-
day, all daylight rail journey through
the Canadian Rockies, they also
offers trips onboard the Whistler
Mountaineer™ train, a three-hour

experience
between
North
Vancouver
and
Whistler,
BC.  Not
forgetting
the range
of rail
and
motor-
coach

and the rail and cruise holiday
itineraries.  The brochure is very
user friendly and makes it easy for
clients to choose preferred rail route
and link it in with a motor-coach
tour.
 The brochure is now available from
Adventure World, for bookings
phone 09-539 8102.

tours
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QF to lift  Nth American
network with AA
Qantas and American Airlines have grown
their code share relationship, which has been
in place since 1989. Effective 12NOV09,
Qantas began code sharing on American
Airlines services to Houston, Philadelphia,
Baltimore, Charlotte, Raleigh Durham and
Pittsburgh.
Qantas operates non stop services between
Auckland and Los Angeles. These new code
shares provide customers with access to 47
cities across North America – 42 in the US
and five in Canada. Qantas Frequent Flyer
program members are able to earn points on
all of the new codeshare services.

Added value Cuzco
World Journeys is promoting a new
added-value bonus at the luxury
boutique hotel, Inkaterra La Casona
Cuzco.  New bookings made for a first
stay between 04JAN-30APR10, will
receive one free a-la-carte dinner.
Conditions apply.
For more info or bookings contact
World Journeys 0800 11 73 11 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

New Hotels for Vancouver
In the 100 days before the start of the Vancouver 2010
Olympic Winter Games, the city will see two new hotels open
in the heart of downtown.
The Fairmont Pacific Rim will officially open in January
2010. At the ocean’s edge, the 400-room Fairmont Pacific Rim
will have one of the most remarkable addresses in the city.
Located in the heart of the historic port and financial district,
at the edge of Coal Harbour, the hotel offers unobstructed
views of the North Shore Mountains, Stanley Park and Howe
Sound.

MID EAST / AFRICA

World Journeys’
Kim Houston
recently did a ‘hard
hat’ inspection of
the Fairmont
Pacific Rim under
construction while
hosting a Canada
educational, and
says “the style of
the Fairmont
Pacific Rim is very different to that of the other Fairmont
properties in Vancouver. The rooms are very ‘West Coast
stylish’ and very modern. In a fabulous location!”  The
Fairmont Pacific Rim will feature a Willow stream spa, a fully
equipped fitness centre, fine dining, and a casual restaurant.
The Coast Coal Harbour Hotel will also open in January
2010. Set against the waterways of Coal Harbour and the
peaks of the North Shore Mountains, this hotel will feature
220 bright, modern guest rooms. Located a few steps from the
Canada Place cruise ship terminal, Robson’s trendy shopping
district, and many restaurants, the hotel will feature a
landscaped roof deck with an outdoor lap pool and hot tub, 24-
hour room service, and a chic and trendy restaurant. Guests
will be able to fly into Coal Harbour and check in within
minutes of their floatplane landing.
Contact World Journeys for rates on 0800 117311 or email
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

SAA Blitz
on new code share
Steve Tanner says SAA will be
‘blitzing’ Auckland travel agents
over the next few weeks, dropping
off material to help promote their
new code share arrangement with
Air New Zealand. There will be
info on SAA, the code share
schedules and general information
on South Africa supplied by South
African Tourism.
With the All Whites giving Kiwis
another reason to travel to South
Africa, now is the time to bone up
on the new daily one-stop way to
the Republic over Perth.

V Aust quick to capitalise
of All Whites’ win
You have to hand it to them (they
hope). V Australia, which is to
operate Melbourne-South Africa
flights, managed to slot an ad into
the first ad break on TV after the
All Whites’ historic FIFA World
Cup-qualifying win against Bahrain
on Saturday night.

Unique experience
for clients in Oman
Middle East specialist Innovative
Travel newly features the
opportunity for travellers to
connect with a New Zealander
who has been based in Oman for
the past seven years.
“Dinner with a Kiwi” on page 51
of the 2010 Ancient Kingdoms
Holidays programme offers the
chance to share the many insights
into Omani culture, traditions and
history over dinner in a local
Middle Eastern restaurant.  This
provides travellers to Oman a real
depth of understanding and the
ability to get answers to the many
burning questions English-
speaking visitors have, from
someone with a wealth of
knowledge, who is very easy to
understand and relate to, says
Carol Wisker, Innovative’s
national sales & marketing
manager.
Oman is featured strongly in
Innovative’s 2010 Ancient
Kingdoms Holidays brochure,
from a ministay in Muscat, to
4WD and self drive itineraries,
many overnight and day trips ex
Muscat, plus custom designed
itineraries.  For bookings,
enquiries and brochure stocks,
freephone 0508 100111 email:
info@innovative-travel.com
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Land of the Rising Sun
World Journeys advises that &Beyond Safaris
has a new offer for clients wishing to take a
last-minute holiday to the “land of the rising
sun”, South Africa.
Spend 2 nights at Cybele Forest Lodge and
Health Spa, then into the Sabi Sands Game
Reserve for 4 nights at the historic &Beyond
Kirkman’s Kamp.  Enjoy twice-daily game
drives, guided bush walks, and bird-
watching.  Road transfers from Kruger
Mpumalanga Airport and a one way
scheduled charter flight from Sabi Sand
Game Reserve to O.R Tambo International
Airport are also included.  Valid for travel
from 20NOV-20DEC09.  For more info
contact World Journeys on 0800 11 73 11 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Essential Cape Town
Throughout the Adventure World
brochure range agents will find ‘Essential’
tours. For example, Essential Cape Town
is a 4-day/3-night intro package which
includes accommodation, breakfast, return
airport transfers and a half day Table
Mountain & City tour (excl. cable car)
and a half day Cape Point tour, priced
from $544pp share twin.
Adventure World says it introduced the
‘Essential’ packages to make it easier for
clients to just add-on to any safari/tour,
knowing that the price includes the
highlights of that town/city.
For this pre and post package, phone
09-539 8100.

Book Acacia Africa in November and save

EUROPE

Adventure World reminds agents that they
only have until 30NOV09 to take advantage
of Acacia Africa’s newly released
‘Quadruple Whammy’ Discount offers.
Check out these four specials: Save 20% on
any overland tour departing before
01JAN10; or save 15% on any overland tour

departing before 01APR10. Plus travellers
can save between 15% and 10% on selected
accommodated small group safaris travelling
before 01JAN10. New bookings only, for
sale 01-30NOV09.  For details phone
Adventure World on 09-539 8100.
Click here to view the deals.  

The Cadogan Hotel for £99 per night
The prestigious five-star Cadogan Hotel in
Knightsbridge is offering an exclusive Seven
Day Winter Sale 30NOV-06DEC09.  During
that week, guests can book a luxury room for
only £99 per night, excluding VAT, for use
between 20DEC09 and 11APR10.
The Cadogan, a quintessentially British
boutique hotel, is located on the doorstep of

Harrods and fashionable boutiques like
Gucci, Prada and Fendi.
To make a reservation, guests should register
their details on the The Cadogan’s website
(www.cadogan.com).
They will then receive an email from the
hotel with a link directing them to the Seven-
day Winter Sale.

Sherlock Holmes’ Britain
– Past and Present
Celebrating the release of Sherlock Holmes,
the new action-adventure mystery starring
Robert Downey Jr. as the legendary
detective, VisitBritain has joined forces with
Warner Bros. Pictures to invite tourists to
discover Sherlock Holmes’ Britain – Past and
Present – with a new campaign and online
movie map, www.visitbritain.com/
sherlockholmes
The campaign, showcasing locations with
links to Sherlock Holmes and Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle, launches ahead of the new
film’s world premiere in London on 14DEC.
As part of the deal, VisitBritain will be working
with the film’s media and promotional partners
globally to award Sherlock Holmes-themed
trips to Britain that will include a stay at a
luxurious Radisson Edwardian Hotel.
Sherlock Holmes opens in cinemas globally
from 26DEC. Sherlock Holmes was filmed
on location in London, Liverpool and
Manchester with scenes shot at St Paul’s
Cathedral and the Houses of Parliament, Old
Royal Naval College in Greenwich,
Manchester town hall, Liverpool Docks and
Chatham Historic Dockyard in Kent.

A little present of Christmas Past
The popular 12 Days of Christmas Festival
returns to Dublin’s Docklands this year 12-
23DEC09, noon to 8pm daily, with Saturday
and Sundays open at 10am.
Now in its fifth year, this yuletide event
offers visitors a magical festival experience
in a unique waterside village setting with
over 100 market traders selling a range of
Christmas gifts, seasonal food and stocking
fillers. Over 100,000 people enjoyed its
festive atmosphere last year.
The festival is traditional Christmas at its
best and offers a lot more than shopping.
There’s the beautifully restored showpiece
‘Galloping Horses’ Carousel and other
fairground attractions as well as carol singers
and bands on selected days.
Treats include hot chocolate, beers or
traditional German mulled wine, continental
pastries, minced pies and a selection of food
stalls cooking up a variety of tempting treats.
www.dublindocklands.ie

Park Plaza Westminster
Bridge to open in FEB
After a soft opening in January, the Park
Plaza Westminster Bridge, London’s biggest
new hotel in a decade will take place in
February, although the exact date is yet to be
announced.
When complete, Park Plaza Westminster
Bridge will have 1,021 bedrooms featuring
flat screen TV, work desk and coffee
machine. Many will also have a kitchenette,
and the average room size will be 25sq m.
The business centre will be on the lower
floors, with additional boardrooms located on
the higher floors with views of the city.
www.parkplaza.com
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TOUR PRODUCTS
Organising a Group Tour
or an Incentive
Adventure World says its dedicated Groups
Team can help agents with planning an
itinerary, whether it’s a group tour of South
America or the Middle East, a safari in
Africa, an Incentive Group, a School Group,
a Sporting Group, a Conference Group or
even a Wedding in the South Pacific.
Jo and Rahul are experienced specialists and
liaise every step of the way, from planning to
quoting and booking to departure. They will
also help with pre and post arrangements for
individuals in the group so agents have just
one point of contact.

www.adventureworld.co.nz
09 539 8101

Adventure World Groups

25 years Specialising in

• Conference & Incentives 
• Sporting Events
• Escorted Tours
• Weddings & Anniversaries
• School Groups plus more....

Call Jo or Rahul today for your group quote

Must-see 2010 festivals

AW’s Groups team liaises with airlines for
the best possible airfare for the group, and
are there to make life easier when it comes to
group and incentive travel.  Call Adventure
World’s Groups team on 09-539 8101 or
email groups@adventureworld.co.nz

Adventure World says it has festivals galore lined up for 2010. Gap
Adventures can take your clients to the Running of the Bulls in
Barcelona and on an Oktoberfest and Bavaria Discovery.  Tauck
World Discovery can take them next year to the world-famous
Oberammergau Passion Play, a once-in-a-lifetime experience
because the play is produced only once every ten years.
And Explore Worldwide can take them to the Day of the Dead in
Mexico (at right), the Naadam Festival in Mongolia and Pushkar
Camel Fair in India.  Not forgetting New Year in Rio de Janeiro and
Carnival.   For more festivals and special events around the world,
call Adventure World on 09-524 5118.

AVIATION

Intrepid’s Balkan Adventure from NZ$194 per day
This 15-day trip from Budapest to Dubrovnik sold out in 2009 – every trip
departed full.  2010 sees more departures - guaranteed - to accommodate the
growing interest in the region. This enchanting area; Bosnia -Herzegovina,
Serbia & Croatia, holds much tradition and offers a rich and diverse cultural
experience. Departures APR-OCT. Priced at NZ$2905pp twin share.

Virgin Blue’s long haul
offshoot V Australia
hosted a lavish launch
party in Auckland’s
QE2 Square last week,

Remedial work on the wing-body join has

now been completed on the first B787

Dreamliner aircraft and Boeing says its

new plane remains on track for its first

test flight by the end of the year.

Brazilian carrier TAM has just cut over to

its new Amadeus passenger management

system, a move that replaces multiple

applications for one platform ahead of its

integration into Star Alliance.

complete with golden body-painted Oscars.
The airline is strongly promoting its premium economy
and business class offerings, the latter with lay-flat beds
and a cocktail bar, with introductory specials to LAX over
Sydney, and to Johannesburg and Phuket.
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Air NZ to debut A320 Sharklets
Airbus has announced it will equip new
A320 aircraft for Air New Zealand with
“Sharklets” - large wingtip devices that
enhance environmental and payload-range
performance
Air New Zealand is the launch customer for
the Sharklets, with first delivery set for
around the end of 2012, Airbus said.
“The new Sharklets will enable our Airbus
fleet to benefit from lower fuel burn and
carbon emissions, both across Air New
Zealand’s domestic network and especially
on the longer trans-Tasman sectors,” says
Rob Fyfe, the airline’s ceo.
According to NZPA, they are expected to
allow for higher takeoff weights from
obstacle-limited runways such as Wellington.
Where there is no constraint on runway
length, operators will be able to use less
takeoff thrust, potentially lowering noise
levels, maintenance costs and carbon
emissions.

Jetstar plans to introduce text message

boarding passes in New Zealand early next

year.   While Air New Zealand can already

send barcodes, or electronic passes, to

customers’ internet-enabled phones, Jetstar

says its system will work with “more than

98%” of mobiles that can receive texts,

regardless of whether they have internet

capability.

QF, BA pressured by Gulf carriers
Qantas, in its application to the Australian Competition
and Consumer Commission for an extension of its joint
venture with British Airways on the Australia-UK
“kangaroo route”, argues that the carriers are up against
the growing strength of the Gulf carriers, Emirates,
Eithad and Qatar Airways.
Qantas says that while it and BA have been shedding
flights this year in response to the travel downturn, the
application states that Emirates, Etihad and Qatar have
been “going against this global trend”.
The Sydney Morning Herald says that the two latest
entrants to the route, Etihad and Qatar Airways, will
significantly boost flights and, together with Emirates,
operate almost 50% of first and business class seats on
the route by 2012.
QF and BA’s share of the business passenger market to
Britain has declined from 60% to 55% over the last six
years, while their share of the premium market to
Singapore has fallen from 47% to 36%.
They have told the ACCC that British Airways will
“seriously contemplate” reducing services to Australia
over the medium term if the regulator does not approve
the deal.

Overtime ban will not
ground flights - QF
Qantas says industrial action
staged by its engineers will not
ground aircraft. The ban on
overtime and out-of-hours call-outs
came into effect last week and
Qantas’ professional engineers say
they will stage industrial action
indefinitely to protest working
conditions they claim may affect
the safe operation of the airline.
Qantas says it has contingency
plans in place.

Garuda returns to Europe
After a five-year ban, Garuda Indonesia will
return to Europe from 01JUN10 with daily
services from Jakarta to Amsterdam via
Dubai using two-class A330-200s.
GA currently has 10 B777-300ERs aircraft
on order for delivery commencing 2011
which will then allow the airline to operate
non-stop from Jakarta into Europe.

Japan Airlines has reported

a first half net loss of 131.2

billion yen, compared to a

36.6bn yen profit for the

same six months last year.

Revenue to end SEP09

dropped by 309.6bn yen

from 2008 figures to

763.9bn yen this year.

Singapore Airlines is to operate

twice-daily flights between

Singapore and Tokyo Haneda airport

from OCT10. They will complement

its existing twice-daily services to

Tokyo Narita.
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Air France is to simplify its European

medium-haul product from 01APR10

and move to two classes of service,

Premium business class and Voyageur

economy. Fares are being reduced and

levels simplified in both classes.
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BA + IB = TopCo
British Airways and Spanish carrier Iberia have
agreed to a “binding” Memorandum of
Understanding to merge under a single holding
company – TopCo – that will be 55% controlled by
BA shareholders and led by BA ceo Willie Walsh.
The deal paves the way for establishment of a third
major European airline company (after AF/KLM
and the Lufthansa Group) by the end of next year
that would have annual revenue of about €15
billion, a fleet of 419 aircraft and a route network
comprising 205 destinations.
ATWOnline says the carriers claim the merger will
create annual synergies of around €400 million and
noted that BA will gain access to as many as 59
new destinations, including 13 in Latin America,
while IB will have access to up to 98 new airports.
ABTN says Willie Walsh will be hoping a second
cornerstone of his long term plan, the granting by
the US Department of Transportation (DoT) of
anti-trust immunity (ATI) to BA and fellow
oneworld alliance members, among them American
Airlines and Iberia, will also soon be in place.
This will give the airlines the go ahead for a joint
transatlantic venture in which marketing, ticket
sales and operations can effectively be merged. It is
a big step along the way from code sharing.
The DoT has granted similar ATI rulings to
member of rival alliances, Star and SkyTeam and
seemed set to follow suit with the oneworld
members. BA certainly expected it to do so. But
last month the EC threw an unwelcome spoke in
the wheel by highlighting its concerns over
competition on seven transatlantic routes.
Should it get its ATI, BA and oneworld will begin
to operate on a similar footing to the rival
alliances, creating three big European camps - Air
France KLM, Lufthansa (with Austrian Airlines,
SWISS, Brussels Airlines and bmi in tow) and BA-
Iberia.

BA pension promises could sink merger
The Times columnist Patrick Hosking, commenting on the BA/
Iberia deal, says “We are like children cooing over a couple of
shiny toy planes while in the shadows of the hangar looms a
full-size Jumbo, rusting and crumbling and groaning on its
undercarriage.”
Hosking says that the real test for the BA/IB deal is not
whether it produces a string of new routes to Latin America, or
whether it delivers dividends to long-suffering BA
shareholders, but whether it ensures that the £16 billion BA has
pledged in retirement promises to current and past employees is
actually paid out in the decades to come.
He says that with a probable deficit at the next valuation point
of £3 billion-£4 billion, the pension shortfall threatens to
swamp even BA and Iberia added together.
He adds that the terms of the merger appear to give pension
fund members little reassurance in the short term. Neither
Iberia nor TopCo will provide any guarantee or use any cash or
loans, to fund the BA pension schemes. Moreover, Iberia can
duck out of the entire deal if discussions between BA and the
pension schemes are in its opinion unsatisfactory.

Spanish in for pay cut?
The Times quotes union sources in Madrid as saying Iberia
cabin crew earn an average of €50,000 (£44,600) compared
with BA’s average of £29,900 and Virgin Atlantic’s average of
£14,000.
Iberia’s pilots enjoy an average pay of about €190,000
compared with BA’s average of £107,600. Spanish pilots also
receive a 7.5% bonus every three years.
The Times says Willie Walsh may see the high salaries at Iberia
as a cost-saving opportunity under the merger. He has stripped
£400 million of costs from BA in the past six months, extracted
a pay cut from BA pilots and is imposing working practice
changes on the airline’s 14,000 cabin crew. More than 3,000
crew will move to part-time work and a further 1,000 will take
voluntary redundancy. In addition, Mr Walsh is proposing a
two-year pay freeze for crew, reduced holidays and cuts to the
allowances for working on long-haul flights. New employees
will start on different contracts and be paid less.

Forget the VFT; it’ll be the VLA
A 500km/h Very Fast Train (VFT)
operating between Sydney and
Melbourne involving a spend of
billions of dollars to build a
1,000km high speed rail track
would be a waste of money.
That’s the opinion of Airbus’ chief
operating officer for customers,
John Leahy, who is predicting that
it is more likely that the very busy
intercity corridor will be served
instead by a VLA – a Very Large
Aircraft.
Instead of the current 73 flights
each way each day by four
carriers, the airport slot
availability in 20 years’ time will
mean much bigger planes, filled
and emptied in no more time than
it takes today.
He points out that Sydney already
turns around A380s more
efficiently than its domestic
terminals manage with much
smaller single-aisle jets, because
the big jet has wide aisles and four
main doors all served by quick-
load, double-decker airbridges.
As Crikey.com’s Ben Sandilands
points out, the VLA cost is the big
selling point. It doesn’t require a
single dollar of taxpayer funds.
The entire cost, and risk, is funded
by the privately owned airlines
and airports.
No billions of dollars in public
private partnerships, no
competing with education,
health or defence for money, no

endless inquiries and studies,
and no secure tracks, bridges or
tunnels slicing through towns, or
national parks.
Trains in Australia run on fossil
fuels, even if they use electricity
generated by coal. Sandilands
says there are clear signs that by
2030, if not sooner, algal-grown
octanes will begin replacing
aviation-grade kerosene,
releasing no fossil-sourced
carbon.
The Airbus forecast concerning
VLAs is predicated on continued
urbanisation and the rise of
mega cities. It lists 37 such cities
in terms of air travel today,
including Melbourne and
Sydney, which in total generate
92% of all long-distance flights.
By 2028 it forecasts such mega
cities will number 82, including
Brisbane and Auckland, and will
be generating 90% of all long-
haul passenger trips. And
something else happens, in that
they will generate VLA
connections over 80 short-distance
connections between each other or
nearby major if not mega
destinations. Including most of the
inter-capital and trans-Tasman
flights served by smaller jets
today. Leahy’s forecast excludes
those city pairs where very fast
trains will produce faster door-to-
door trip times for most potential
travellers.
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CRUISING
Follow the creation
of a Jewel online
P&O Cruises is inviting cruise enthusiasts to
watch the creation of a jewel, with the
refurbishment of its latest superliner, Pacific
Jewel, to be unveiled via an online journal.
The ship, formerly Ocean Village Two,
headed into dry dock in Singapore yesterday
to undergo a two-week, multi-million dollar
transformation, with regular updates available
at http://pacificjewel.pocruises.com.au
Pacific Jewel will be fitted out with a number
of signature features including a fine-dining
restaurant, Salt Grill by Luke Mangan, the
contemporary 800-seat Waterfront Restaurant,
a chocolate café with internet facilities and a
child-free Sanctuary retreat.  She will also
receive more than 6000 litres of paint as her
livery changes to P&O Cruises’ colours.
Other Pacific Jewel features include an
amazing open air deck with aerial stage for
circus and music performances as well as
Australasia’s largest spa at sea, measuring
1300sq m.
Photos and behind-the-scenes video footage
from the drydock will be posted to Pacific
Jewel’s online blog, Twitter and Facebook
page.
http://twitter.com/POCruises   and
http://facebook.com/pocruises

Oasis of the Seas has arrived at Port

Everglades following a 14-day crossing

from Finland.

The ship will now undergo final touches

in preparation for pre-inaugural festivi-

ties kicking off with an exclusive private

performance on 19NOV by Rihanna.

Cruise West air credit offer
World Journeys would like to remind agents that
clients who book a Voyages of the Great Explorers
adventure, Voyage 1-18, will receive an air credit of
US$750pp share twin, plus transfers, if booked by
18DEC09.  Clients can also save up to US$1,550pp
share twin with the Early Booking and Payment
programs.
Travelling single? Cruise West offer special single
rates. There is no single supplement on Chapter I –
which includes the four voyages that follow Marco
Polo’s Ancient Trade Routes from Singapore to Egypt,
and only 150% on Chapters II-VI, which follow
voyages made by other great explorers throughout
history .  For more info contact World Journeys 0800
11 73 11 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

   Discounts on Glacier Cruising

World Journeys advises that Skorpios Cruises is
offering discounts on its 05DEC and 12DEC09 sailings
of the Patagonia Glaciers.
Clients who book a Skorpios II itinerary, sailing the
Chonos Route, will receive a discount of NZ$400pp,
or NZ$600pp on a Skorpios III sailing of the Kaweskar
Route.   These discounts apply to new reservations
only and are based on double occupancy.  Space is
limited.  For more info or to make a booking, contact
World Journeys 0800 11 73 11 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

CLICK HERE TO

DOWNLOAD
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JUST CRUISING ....

THIS WEEK’S 5-DAY FLASH SPECIALS

Aust, NZ & Sth Pac  Cruises   from $1999

Caribbean Cruises   from US$699

Holiday  Cruises from US$1099

Panama Canal Cruises  from $999

Mexico Cruises   from US$599

South America Cruises  from US$999
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River Cruises from
Amsterdam to the

Black Sea

Tel: 09-444 2298

Fax:09-442 4228

CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITE

Indian Ocean Journey
World Journeys still has some space
remaining on its 30-day Indian
Ocean Cruise Journey in MAR10.
Starting with a safari at Ngala
Private Game Reserve in South
Africa, your clients then fly to
Mauritius to board Costa Romantica
for a 22-day cruise around the
Seychelles, Southern India, Sri
Lanka and the best of South East
Asia, ending in Singapore.
Priced from $9,590pp share twin,
this includes flights, transfers and
transport, a night in Singapore, a
night in Johannesburg, a 4-day
Kruger National Park safari, the 22-
day cruise with all onboard meals
and port taxes, and the services of a
World Journeys host – Ann Mellor –
who will escort this journey.
Call World Journeys 0800 117311.

Cruising Patagonia
Clients can book now for the summer 2010 season,
cruising for four nights from Punta Arenas, Chile to
Ushuaia, Argentina.  Operating expedition style
cruising in one of the most remote and beautiful
regions of the world, Cruceros Australis offers high
quality comfort on board their 128-passenger
cruisers.  The special offer is to be booked by 31DEC
on four-night cruising - from $1,647pp in a Category
B cabin featuring large picture windows, twin beds
and private facilities.  Other cabin types available
also.
Call World Journeys on 0800 11 73 11 or email
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

New River Cruising brochure
Travel Marketing
Cruise World has
launched its new
Worldwide River
Cruising brochure
showcasing a
range of unique
and special river
cruises in Europe,
Asia, and on the
Amazon. Cruise
World says that
as a compilation
brochure, agents are already calling it an
excellent tool for presenting and selling
River Cruises to prospective clients, and
second time river cruise clients.
For brochure supplies, order via
www.brochurnet.co.nz. For product info,
availability and pricing call the Cruise World
team on 09-917 4440 or email
info@cruiseworld.co.nz

      CLICK TO DOWNLOAD

RAIL TRAVEL

Rocky renames
Rail Routes
Rocky Mountaineer has renamed
its four rail routes to better reflect
what travellers will experience on
the two-day, daylight rail journey.
First Passage to the West
(Vancouver – Kamloops - Banff or
Calgary).
Journey through the Clouds
(Vancouver – Kamloops – Jasper).
Rainforest to Gold Rush
(Whistler – Quesnel – Jasper).
Whistler Sea to Sky Climb
(Vancouver to Whistler).
For bookings phone Adventure
World on 09-539 8102.

http://francistravelmarketing.cruisefactory.net/pdf/219127/Volendam%20Holiday%20Cruise%202009.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090326.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090326.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090402.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090420.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090803.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090826.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090831.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090326.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090402.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090420.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090803.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=423
http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz/index.php?option=com_wrapper&Itemid=121
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=606
http://francistravelmarketing.cruisefactory.net/pdf/219127/Volendam%20Holiday%20Cruise%202009.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=423


20091117                            www.travelmemo.co.nz

Kevin Blackford,  Editor/Publisher,  The Memo Limited

21c Commodore Parry Rd,  Milford,  Auckland 0620

Copyright.  No part of this
publication may be copied,
reproduced or duplicated,
in whole or in part, without
the prior written approval
of the Publisher.

editor@travelmemo.co.nz

TRAVEL

UPLOADED OVERNIGHT  MON & THU

TRAVEL &

TOURISM

ONLINE

NEWS

DIGEST

www.travelmemo.co.nz

Tel:       64-9- 449 1449
Mob:   021 - 183 3 643
Fax:      64-9-449 1436

Page 17

PEARL’S  PEARLER

Tell me and I’ll listen:  Show me and I’ll
understand :   Involve me and I’ll learn.

         CLICK TO DOWNLOAD

Bay of Islands

Spas & Wellness Retreats in Victoria

Taranaki

Queensland’s Dinosaur Trail

New Products from NSW Vol 1

New Products from NSW Vol 2

India - World of Adventure
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 ... more destinations soon
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ACCOMMODATION
WLG Hilton one step closer
Further to our 10NOV story, a five-star, 140-
room Hilton Hotel looks increasingly certain
to be built on the Wellington waterfront. The
city council has voted to accept a variation to
its district plan that effectively clears the way
for three new buildings to go up on the
capital’s shoreline at Kumutoto Wharf.
The Dominion Post says the luxury hotel
chain has been in negotiations with the
council about building on so-called site 10,
where the all-clear has been given for a 30-
metre-high building.
Mr Pike said the Hilton chain was likely to
wait out the 30-day appeal period, but now
had a “greater degree of certainty than they
have ever had before” that its plan to build in
Wellington could go ahead.

TO GET YOUR OWN FREE SUBSCRIPTION

 visit   www.travelmemo.co.nz

Mantra unloads 18 properties
Mantra Group is to sell 18 properties, or
around 2.5% of the room stock of its 140-
hotel Australia and NZ management rights
portfolio. Most of those being dropped carry
the Breakfree brand.
The Gold Coast Bulletin quotes Mantra
Group boss Bob East as saying the sale was
part of the company’s “consolidation” and
the funds would be used to make new
purchases.
“The properties we are divesting do not align
with our brand strategies and, generally
speaking, are smaller buildings more suited
to individual operators,” he said.

TATS:  Join or renew and be in to win
Join the TATS Club or renew your expired membership before Friday
27NOV and be in the draw to win.
The first 20 people to join up or renew before 27NOV get a free pair of
Black Ice sunnies - valued at $40-$50. The first 100 people who join up
or renew before 27NOV will be eligible for 50% off any product
purchased prior to 24DEC09 in the “DESIGN GO” Travel Accessories
range and will automatically be entered in the draw to win one of 22
fabulous Xmas Prizes.  Current TATS Club Members need do nothing
as they will automatically be entered into the Prize Draw.
Click Here for the full details.

INDUSTRY
Australia’s Golden
Outback famil
Tourism Western Australia has just
hosted a group to explore
Australia’s Golden Outback.
One guest, John Sumner, a Select
Travel broker, wrote:
“I have recently returned from an
educational tour of the West
Australian Golden Outback,
escorted by the delightful Ms
Gabby Simoni.
“Highlights included from
Esperance the cruise into the
Recherche Archipelago and the
feeding Sea Eagle and the 4WD
Eco-Beach Safari Tour to the
Cape Le Grand National Park,
not to mention the magnificent
white beaches and vivid blue
waters.
“Into the Outback and to the
Kalgoorlie gold mines. What an
experience going down the mine
shaft and through the mining

At the Australian Prospectors and Miners Hall of Fame
in Kalgoorlie:  Back row L to R: Gabby Simoni, Sue Mist,
Jodi Ramsay, Rochelle Frost, Natasha Geraghty, John
Sumner.  Front row L to R: Morgan Wright, Susan
Owens.

tunnels all decked out in miner’s gear with hard hat and
head-light! The huge trucks in the Super Pit were
amazing.
“No trip would be complete without doing the famous
Golden Quest Discovery Trail and the Antony Gormley
statues on the vast Lake Ballard salt lake.
“It was eerie seeing the ghost town of Gwalia, vacated
as recently as 1963, and Hoover House, the house of the
former America’s 31st President.
“An area very much worth promoting.”

      CLICK TO DOWNLOAD
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