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India, for decades one

of the world’s great

cultural treasure

houses for tourists, has

now emerged as an

unequalled adventure

destination.

Perhaps no other single

country has such a variety

of adventure opportunities

on offer.

The choices are endless -

from the world ’s most

challenging peaks to its

steamy jungles; from

crystal tropical waters

to harsh deserts,

India has it all . . .

As India Tourism puts it, “There can be no better

quest than one that involves self-discovery.

For adventure, tranquility and action, all rolled into

one, adventure sport is India’s new mantra.”

India - World of Adventure
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India’s diversity of landscape,

cultures and seasons make the

country a must-see for trekkers –

who can get close to nature, meet

the local people and share in their

traditions and food.

Kullu-Manali region, along with

Lahaul and Spiti areas in Himachal

Pradesh, offer the best soft,

medium and hard trekking

opportunities.

The Kumaon and Garhwal regions

of Uttarakhand, too, are a trekker’s

paradise, while the Sikkim

Himalayas offer the beauty of

more than 4,000 species of

flowering plants and 600 bird

species.

Many trekking routes have opened

in the Darjeeling area, from where

the earliest Everest expeditions

departed.

The many forts of the Sahyadris in

the Western Ghats also provide a

good base for trekking.

Best time: mid-May to mid-

October.

India - Trekking
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India boasts 89 national

parks, 488 wildlife

sanctuaries, 13 biosphere

reserves and 23 tiger

reserves. All teem with the

country’s amazingly

diverse wildlife.

The best way to view the

animals and explore the

off beaten track is through

a safari.

Travel to a national park or

a wildlife sanctuary and

try one of the many safari

options. Most offer jeep

safaris and elephant

safaris as ways of

exploring the hidden

secrets of the jungle.

Elephant safaris are an

ideal way to venture into

areas where it becomes

difficult even for jeeps to

travel. Moreover,

elephants can move closer

to other animals without

scaring them away.

Tigers, lions, elephants,

leopards, bears, deer,

snakes, monkeys, rhinos,

buffalos, 1,250 bird species

and 2,000 types of butterfly.

Asan Barrage Bird Sanctuary (Dehradun)

BR Hills Wildlife Sanctuary (Karnataka)

Chakrashila Wildlife Sanctuary (Assam)

Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary (East Godavari district)

Dachigam Wildlife Sanctuary (Kashmir)

Karbi Along Wildlife Sanctuary (Karbi Anglong district)

Kawal Wildlife Sanctuary (Adilabad district)

Krishna Wildlife Sanctuary (Krishna and Guntur district)

Laokhowa Wildlife Sanctuary (Nagaon district)

Manas Tiger Reserve (Assam)

Manjira Bird Sanctuary (Andhra Pradesh)

Nambor Wildlife sanctuary (Karbi-Anglong district)

Nelapattu Bird Sanctuary (Andhra Pradesh)

Orang Wild Life Sanctuary (Assam)

Pabha Or Milroy Sanctuary (Assam)

Pakhal Wildlife Sanctuary (Warangal district)

Panidihing Bird Sanctuary (Sibsagar district)

Papikonda Wildlife Sanctuary (Khammam district)

Pocharam Wildlife Sanctuary (Medak and Nizamabad dists)

Pranahita Wildlife Sanctuary (Adilabad district)

Pulicat Sanctuary (Nellore district)

Simplipal Wildlife Sanctuary (Orissa)

Sultanpur Bird Sanctuary (Haryana)

Sunderban Wildlife Sanctuary (West Bengal)

Just some of India’s Wildlife Havens

India - Wildlife Safaris
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River Rafting is a popular sport on the

Himalayan rivers.

India - River Rafting

Rafting Destinations
in India

Himachal Pradesh

River Rafting on

Beas River (Kullu)

Sikkim

River Rafting

Uttaranchal

Rishikesh

White Water

Rafting

The most popular stretch for rafting is on

the River Ganga near Rishikesh.

This sport can be enjoyed by anyone of

any age. There’s an immense thrill to be

had as you ride your inflatable raft and

pound through the rapids that gush

down from the mighty Himalayas.  The

action will have your adrenaline

pumping.

The upper portions in the Himalayas are

a white water rafting paradise. The

challenge here is more intense.

A trained professional accompanies each

raft, and everyone is provided with life

jackets and helmet for safety.

If you are an amateur, you can try the

medium intensity rapids at Hathni Kund

on the mighty Yamuna river.
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India - Riding Adventures

Camel Safaris
A camel safari across the sands of the Great Indian Thar

Desert is a rare experience on old caravan routes, unfolding

the marvels of glorious Rajputana - frescoes, intricate

paintings and fine Hindu architecture of forts and palaces.

Camel safaris on double humped camels are also possible in

the high altitude desert of the Nubra valley in Ladakh.

Horse Riding
Ride through tiny villages and open spans of sand to witness

the colourful ethnic, rustic scenery of Rajasthan. Along the way

one can hear the far away melodies of traditional folk music

and witness the people’s dances and folklore that display the

rich legacy and culture of the land.

Elephant Safaris
A safari atop these lofty, gentle, grey pachyderms for a

few hours to a few days is an unforgettable experience.

They are guided by their mahouts and by their own

heritage. Short riding safaris can be done in some of the

game parks of North and Central India, whilst longer ones

can be undertaken in the jungles of North India.
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Mountain biking
in the Himalayan foothills

White water kayaking
on the Ganga near Rishikesh

Water skiing
on Srinagar’s Dal and Nagin Lakes

Wind surfing
Lakshadweep or Gopalpur-on-Sea

Ballooning
over Jaipur or Ranthambhore

Trekking & Mountaineering
in Jammu & Kashmir

Off-road Jeep touring
in Rajasthan

India is vast and its

geographical diversity

provides a wealth of

outdoor thrills

India - Adrenaline
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India - Culture

colourful festivals

devout pilgrims

classical dancers

yoga devotees

decorated elephants

snake-boat races

gods and goddesses

sitar recitals

camel fairs

teeming bazaars

India has a history that goes back 5,000 years. Discovering its

heritage and culture, fairs and festivals, people and diversity,

offers an adventure in itself that is second to none.

India’s many co-existing tribal traditions, faiths and religious

practices contrast with the modernity of its cities.
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The appeal of a journey to India is the

diversity seen in every corner of the

country. From the deserts of

Rajasthan, the cool hill stations in the

Himalayan foothills, the palm-fringed

beaches of Kerala, the simple rural

villages and sophisticated modern

cities all combine to make India a

country of tremendous diversity.

This is not just restricted to the land,

but is also evident in the people,

culture, various religions, language

and lifestyle. India has a remarkable

5000 year-old history making it one

of the oldest civilizations in the

world.

Mighty empires, periods of conquest

and control and religious influences

have contributed to the cultural mix

that is India today. Wherever you

roam in this sizeable land, the fusion

of her past is evident all around.

India is a vast country and offers tremendous diversity. There is simply

so much to see and do, with enough variety to suit all holiday styles.

On a journey through India and Nepal we can take you to some very

special places - the Rajasthan desert cities of Jodhpur and Jaipur; the

magnificent Taj Mahal at Agra; tropical beaches of Southern India;

white water rafting or trekking in Nepal - the options are endless.

CLICK TO VIEW

ONLINE

INDIA

Phone Adventure World’s India

specialists on (09) 539 8103.

india@adventureworld.co.nz

www.adventureworld.co.nz
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Masterpieces of India:
Our itinerary ‘The Golden Triangle’ is the

most popular of tourist routes, and perfect

for the first time traveller, as it takes in the

key areas of Delhi, Jaipur and Agra. The flight

to Delhi via Hong Kong on Cathay Pacific was

seamless and gave me ample time to relax

and absorb the pages of my Lonely Planet

Guide.

India is not the place to arrive unprepared.

To really immerse ourselves in the essence

of India we chose a program staying at

characteristic, heritage accommodation,

plus our own private driver for the duration

of the trip.

As soon as we entered the airport arrivals

hall our driver greeted us with a necklace of

sweet perfumed flowers and whisked us off

in our air-conditioned car.  For the next two

nights we would be staying at Delhi’s Grand

Dame of Hotels, The Imperial. Opulence and

luxury poured from every crevice of the

Imperial. It seemed like I had been

transported back in time to an age long

forgotten.

Delhi did not disappoint. It was the image of

organised chaos that I had formed in my

mind, yet it was so much more than that.

I hadn’t prepared myself for the raw

excitement, vibrant colours and smells of

sweet spices that loomed in the air.

Our guide showed us temples, mosques and

the impressive Red Fort, but it was his local

knowledge and curious cultural insights that

fascinated me. Walking down crowded Delhi

alleyways with their ceilings of electric

wires, I felt like I was in an Indiana Jones

movie. A simple task of crossing the road

has to be one of the biggest adrenaline

rushes you could experience in Delhi.

Leaving Delhi we set off for Jaipur, located in

the desert lands of Rajasthan. A reservoir of

architectural wonders, Jaipur boasts a

bygone era of royalty. Again we had chosen

heritage style accommodation; the Samode

Haveli is a small intimate deluxe hotel in the

heart of the city. The Samode Haveli is a

slice of tranquility in the mania that is Jaipur.

There are many forts and monuments in

Jaipur that are worth seeing. Amber Fort,

Jaigarh Fort and Nahargarh Fort are the

three antique forts that provide the

spectacular view of the city.

The City Palace forms one of the most

famous tourist attractions and is a major

landmark in Jaipur. The beautiful palace

stands apart, with its outstanding art and

architecture.

by Neil Rodgers,

Head of Marketing ,

Adventure World

The colourful markets of Jaipur offer a great

break to stop and shop for handicrafts,

antiques, jewellery, gems, pottery, carpets,

textiles, metalwork and leatherwear. Jaipur

is less commercial than Delhi with snake

charmers on street corners and a pulsating

nightlife with lots of eclectic food stalls. My

luggage was certainly much heavier after my

enthusiastic shopping in the bazaars of

Jaipur, a fact our driver smiled at as he

loaded my luggage.

No first time trip to India would be complete

without a visit to the famous Taj Mahal in

Our last visit was at Agra Fort, the second

most visited monument in Agra. With our

local guide at hand we were informed of all

its architectural wonders, but it was his

devilish stories of harems and concubines

that caught my imagination.

On our last evening we toasted our

marvellous India adventure many times over

with Kingfisher beers. I felt guilty that I had

ever doubted travelling to India; it is truly a

land full of culture, cuisine and friendly

faces.  I know I will return again…

an insiders guide to
the Golden Triangle

million times but what would it

be like up close and personal?

Built by the Mughal king Shâh Jahân as the

final resting place for his beloved wife,

Mumtâz Mahal, the Taj Mahal was

spectacular and all that I had hoped it would

be. Of course we all had to get the obligatary

photos of us posing on the immortalised

Lady Diana chair, but after that it was a

delight to just wander alone throughout the

beautiful buildings and gardens.

Agra. Its image is one that we have all seen a
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Mountains & Monasteries
7 days / 6 nights from $1378 pp share twin

A new tour for 2010, is this private car journey of Sikkim, a

Himalayan wonderland with spectacular views. Explore the

sights of colonial Darjeeling, visit tea plantations, and the

towns of Gangtok and Kalimpong. Buddhism is the

predominant religion here and there are many fine old

monasteries to explore.

Departs daily.

A Luxury Rail Journey
7 days / 6 nights from $3297 pp share twin

All aboard the Golden Chariot for a luxury rail journey from

Bangalore to Goa, discovering southern India’s historical

heritage sites along the way. Highlights include the

Srirangapatna Fort, the Hoysala temple complex, historical

Shravanabelagola, Rajiv Gandhi National Park, the World

Heritage Site Hampi and the beautiful temples of Pattadakal.

Departs Monday.

Classical North India
9 days / 8 nights from $1585 pp share twin

Combine the Golden Triangle of Delhi, Jaipur and Agra with

the ancient sites of Varanasi and Khajuraho. This private car

journey with driver and locally escorted sightseeing brings to

life the Hindu Temples at Khajuraho, the holy city of Varanasi

and Sarnarth (the site where Lord Buddha gave his first

sermon) and a boat ride on the Ganges allows visitors to

witness the ritual bathing.

Departs daily except Wednesday and Sunday.

Kerala Experience, 2 for 1 Special
Take a companion and discover the beauty of the

backwaters of Southern India for FREE!

7 nights from $2406 land only
The southern state of Kerala is an amazing

combination of nature and culture, with its palm-

fringed beaches, serene backwaters, scenic hill

stations and tea plantations.

India’s Golden Triangle, 2 for 1 Special
Take a companion and visit the masterpieces of

India’s Golden Triangle on Adventure World’s most

popular tour for FREE!

5 nights from $1892 land only
See the magnificent Taj Mahal, the imperial elegance

of New Delhi and the splendour of the desert city of

Jaipur.

Conditions: Prices are total for two people travelling together,

based on share twin, low season departures, land only. Seasonal

surcharges apply. Valid for sale until notice, and for travel until 30

September 2010. Prices are subject to currency fluctuations and

availability. Hotels cannot be changed. Conditions apply.

TAKE A COMPANION FOR FREE! SELECTED TOUR PRODUCTS

Prices are per person share twin, based on low season travel

in 2010, land only. Prices are subject to currency fluctuations

and availability. Seasonal surcharges apply.

Phone Adventure World’s India

specialists on (09) 539 8103.

Email: india@adventureworld.co.nz

Web: www.adventureworld.co.nz

Departs daily except Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.

Both land packages include accommodation as per

itinerary, some meals, transfers and sightseeing as

per itinerary including entrance fees. Transport by

private air-conditioned car with driver. Local guide

on sightseeing tours.

Departs daily except Wednesday and Sunday.
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The 200 members of the Adventure Tour Operators Association

of India (ATOAI) come from all over India and offer a wide range

of activities, including:

Trekking & Mountaineering

Rafting and other water sports

Jeep, Camel and Horse Safaris

Mountain Biking & Cycling Tours

Sailing

Ballooning

www.atoai.org

Para gliding

and other aero sports

Skiing and Heli-skiing

Wildlife Safaris

Fishing and Scuba Diving

Tribal Tours

TRAVEL

SPECIAL FEATURE

TRAVEL &

TOURISM

ONLINE

NEWS

DIGEST

www.travelmemo.co.nz
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