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Does your client want a perfectly flat bed?
Tour our Business Class cabin now!

Let your clients experience Warbirds over Wanaka with 
a Kirra Tours Coach Tour or Self Drive Package. Several 
itineraries to choose from which incorporate South Island 
Sightseeing with the 3 day Airshow.
CALL KIRRA TOURS NOW FOR BROCHURES!

Warbirds Over Wanaka 2010

For further information contact Kirra Tours on 0508 3675 4772
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For further in

Highlights of the Americas cruise

Tel: (09) 360 7311  or  0800 11 73 11
Email: info@worldjourneys.co.nz    •    www.worldjourneys.co.nz

Guaranteed escorted departure
Departing 28 February 2010   Click here

Helping Samoa face the tough road ahead
Notwithstanding the MFAT travel advisory, those Kiwi clients booked
to holiday in Samoa in the coming days and weeks should be
encouraged to stick with their plans if their accommodation has been
unaffected by the tsunami.
This advice comes from Laura Wadsworth, who represents the two
Aggie Grey’s resort properties in Apia, both of which, although very
busy, are undamaged and still accepting bookings.
“I have been speaking with resort staff and friends in Apia and it’s
clear that the best thing we can do is to keep going to Samoa for
holidays.  There are so many people reliant on tourism there and they
need our business so they can support their families, many of whom
have been directly affected by the tsunami,” says Laura.
“Samoans are soldiering on, maintaining their dignity, mourning their
losses in private, but putting on a happy face and getting on with life. The
best thing we Kiwis can do is choose to holiday there and perhaps help by
packing items of clothing, torches or blankets for the relief agencies.”
Wholesalers have details on which properties are taking bookings.

PolyBlue helps with $100+taxes fare, extra baggage
Polynesian Blue, the International Airline of Samoa, has announced a
special fare and increased baggage allowance to enable Samoans living
in New Zealand and Australia to fly to Samoa to support family
members and assist in the clean up following the tsunami.
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NEW ZEALAND

Rugby World Cup Update
Tourism New Zealand has released its first quarterly Rugby
World Cup 2011 newsletter marking the start of the two-year
lead up to the big event.
By the end of this month the Official Travel Agents who offer
packages to New Zealand for RWC2011 will be announced by
Rugby Travel & Hospitality Limited (RTH).
RTH is the commercial rights holder for all travel and
hospitality packages for RWC 2011. They were also the
commercial rights holders for RWC2003 in Sydney and
RWC2007 in France.
Between 25-30 agents are expected to be appointed.
The Official Travel Agents (OTAs) will have access to the
Official Accommodation Bank that has been set up to ensure
that supporter groups, sponsors and teams are able to secure
the best available accommodation in terms of location and
quality.
Tourism New Zealand has begun working with RTH to ensure
the OTAs have a broad knowledge of the range of tourism
products each region offers. The selected OTAs will be in New
Zealand on 27-28OCT to attend a two-day training session
with RTH Limited. Tourism New Zealand will assist with this
training by providing all its trade training resources and
databases. They will also be linking the OTAs with regional
contacts to arrange pre or post familiarisation tours.
Offshore, TNZ will allocate one staff member in each relevant
market to work with its offshore posts to assist them in
developing their knowledge of New Zealand on an ongoing
basis.
All hospitality packages will be sold through a network of
Official Corporate Hospitality Agents (OCHAs). The OCHAs
will be appointed in January 2010.
Only OTAs will be able to display the RWC 2011 Official
Travel Agent logo and refer to themselves as an ‘Official
Travel Agent of Rugby World Cup 2011, New Zealand.’
Official Travel Packages will go on sale to Rugby fans from
01JAN10.

New Zealand’s unique Giant
Rugby Ball is being placed at the
foot of the landmark Tokyo Tower
28OCT-03NOV.  The high-profile
site draws around 3.2 million
people annually and around
10,000 a day.
The latest positioning of the ball
coincides with an All Blacks-
Wallabies Test match and two
major business and diplomatic
events - The Japan-New Zealand
Business Council and The Japan-

New Zealand Partnership Forum.
It is the first time the Bledisloe Cup game has been played
outside New Zealand and Australia.

Walking the Hillary Trail
Waitakere City mayor Bob Harvey has announced a new West
Coast walking trail as a tribute to adventurer Sir Edmund Hillary.
The four-day walk begins at the Arataki Visitor Centre in the
Waitakeres and takes trampers along 100 kilometres of west
coast beach and bush to Muriwai.
It links an existing network of tracks, includes back country
campsites and offers connections to public transport. Once the
trail opens, trampers will be able to download information from
the ARC website, pick up a booklet or have an orientation by
rangers at the Arataki Visitor Centre. The Centre will provide
information about the Hillary Trail, the significance and west
coast connections of the name, and the values of the Ranges,
including points of special interest and history. Essential
information will include transport options, maps, camping and
accommodation options and booking details.
The Hillary Trail has been 27 years in the making and opens
11JAN.

Rotorua has taken out the national Beautiful City award at last

weekend’s annual Keep New Zealand Beautiful conference,

which was held in the city.  Rotoruanz.com reports that this is

the fifth time in 10 years that Rotorua has won the award for a

city with a population greater than 20,000.
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Traditional Japanese tea house for ‘Naki Rhodo Fest
A traditional Japanese tea house and garden,
designed and constructed in Japan and then
painstakingly rebuilt in New Plymouth will
be a unique visitor experiences in this year’s
Taranaki Rhododendron & Garden Festival
30OCT-09NOV.
Owner Mr. Masashi Iwata comes from New
Plymouth’s Japanese sister city Mishima,
and has been a member of the Mishima
International Relationship Association for
nearly twenty years.
Virtually every piece of material used to
build the tea house, and even the pebbles and
stones in the surrounding garden, were

shipped from Japan in eight containers.
They were then rebuilt and completed
earlier this year by a team of 20 Japanese
craftsmen including builders, roof tilers,
painters, sheet metal workers, gardeners—
even a chef.
One special feature is a sliding window
opening out from the main tea house room
to reveal the framed view of Mt. Taranaki,
which resembles the view Mishima’s
citizens have of Mt. Fujiyama.
The tea house will be open during the two
weekends of the ten-day Festival.
www.rhodo.co.nz/NewPlymouth.html

180kmh flying fox ride
for Kawarau River
A new adventure tourism activity, a
flying fox ride, is planned for the
Kawarau River, which, if consent is
approved and the project proceeds,
would see thrill seekers reach speeds of
up to 180km/h during a three-minute
ride.
The Otago Daily Times reports that
Beast Company Ltd will soon apply for
resource consent for a triangular-shaped
flying fox, east of the AJ Hackett Bungy
operation at the Kawarau River.
The 2.5km-long ride would reach
speeds of up to 180kmh after lifting
patrons 350m to the top range on the
north side of the river, then drop them
300m over 1.2km, before going around
a patented 20-degree arc, dropping
another 70m before returning them
700m back to the starting point.

AUSTRALIA

Strong ticket sales
for Warbirds 2010
Early ticket sales for the 2010 Warbirds Over
Wanaka airshow next Easter have been
promising.
Chief executive Roger Clark and event
manager Mandy Deans told the Otago Daily
Times ticket pre-sales were stronger than
sales for the 2008 show.
They have signed their first sponsor and
other sponsorship negotiations were
continuing.
The airshow trust has reportedly been
keeping a close eye on international visitor
trends and been promoting the airshow to the
Australian market, which has remained
strong for the region this year. Domestic
visitors, though, are expected to be the
biggest contributors to Wanaka’s economy
this summer, so Mr Clark and Mrs Deans
told the ODT they are particularly keen to
entice visitors they know are in Wanaka for
Easter but do not usually go to the airshow.

Hobart working on direct flights from AKL
The Hobart Mercury reports that Hobart
Airport has been talking with its
counterparts in Wellington, Christchurch
and Auckland about the possible re-
establishment of direct flights between
Tasmania and New Zealand.
In 1998 Air New Zealand ended a Hobart-
Christchurch service that had operated for
17 years.
In its final years the service ran seasonally,
a weekly flight between October and the
end of summer.
Hobart Airport CEO Brett Reiss, who came
into the job from a role as commercial
services and airport planning general
manager at Christchurch International
Airport, told the paper that if such a
service eventuated it would probably be to

Auckland. He pointed out that the
populations of Hobart and Christchurch
weren’t big enough to establish a daily
service.
“Somewhere like Auckland with 1.5
million people allows you that critical
mass you need, you get far more demand,”
he is quoted as saying.
Mr Reiss told the Mercury most talk about
a New Zealand service had been with the
airports.
“Auckland remains a target and we’ve had
some reasonable discussions with the
airport and some initial discussions with
an airline,” he said.
Hobart Airport and border agencies have
discussed the potential for an overseas
service starting as early as 2010.
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Emirates’ Wolgan Valley Resort & Spa opens
The much-anticipated Wolgan Valley Resort &
Spa, Australia’s first luxury conservation-based
resort and Emirates Hotels & Resorts’ first
development outside Dubai, welcomed its first
guests yesterday.
The A$125 million project, built on the same
principles as Emirates’ acclaimed Al Maha Desert
Resort & Spa, combines the expectations of the
high-end traveller with a commitment to broader
social, ecological and environmental sustainability.
Located between two of Australia’s most prominent
national parks and bordering the Blue Mountains
World Heritage Area, Wolgan Valley Resort & Spa
features 40 individual secluded suites, and is fully
integrated into its environment, supporting wide-
ranging conservation practices. The resort occupies
only two per cent of its 4,000 acre land, while the
remaining area is dedicated as a wildlife reserve.
Each suite in the resort has its own indoor / outdoor
swimming pool, private verandah, separate living
and sleeping areas, luxurious en suite bathroom
and double-sided fireplace.
The resort’s architecture is described as progressive
in its sustainable philosophy but classic in its

aesthetic approach. Its design,
inspired by original Federation
style, is reminiscent of traditional
rural Australian homesteads.
Wolgan Valley Resort & Spa
incorporates the ‘Timeless Spa’
branded facility.
Click here for rates and info.

New dawn on Uluru
From next week, visitors to Uluru will be
able to gain a whole new perspective on
Australia’s most famous landmarks,
thanks to a new A$20 million viewing
platform.
Complete with shade structures, visitor
walkways and elevated paths, the
platform offers improved views from a
site that was previously inaccessible.

The old dawn viewing area currently
attracts some 1200 people which, according
to park officials, is a greater number than it
was ever designed for.
The new platform will cater for 3,000
visitors and is supported by proper
infrastructure, including a new 11km scenic
road around the rock (opened last year)
plus a new carpark and coach area.

Tourism Tasmania has opted to cease operations of its loss-making

Tasmania’s Temptations Holidays wholesale business and will retain the

brand for possible future use rather than sell to private enterprise.

Australia’s Red Centre promoted to the world
Australia’s Red Centre will be the focus of a
global marketing campaign unleashed by
Tourism NT throughout the world over the
next month.
International Marketing Manager Suzanne
Morgan says the campaign is designed to prove
to both Australia, and the world, that the Red
Centre is a place of spiritual significance and
life changing experiences.
“The campaign uses the tagline, Get ceNTred,
to entice travellers to visit Australia’s outback,
by showing consumers that the Red Centre is a
place to nurture your wellbeing,” Ms Morgan
said.
“Whether it be reconnecting with yourself,
family or loved ones, discovering ancient
healing methods, or simply experiencing the
iconic natural landscape, the Red Centre is
destined to enrich your spirit,” she said.
Qantas is partnering with Tourism NT in the
promotion by offering consumers the

opportunity to snare a great airfare directly to
the Red Centre from the UK, Germany and the
USA.
The Red Centre is also being promoted through
the Qantas website in New Zealand, Hong
Kong, China and across South East Asia, as
well as Italy, France, Spain and the Nordic
Countries in Europe including Norway,
Netherlands, Sweden and Denmark.
In addition to online activity, the campaign is
being supported by advertising and marketing
activities throughout the world with two key
media partners, the Discovery Channel and
National Geographic.
The Discovery Channel will promote the Red
Centre on TV and online in the USA, Germany,
South East Asia, New Zealand and across
Australia. National Geographic will be
including a number of programs on the Red
Centre over the eight-week period in the UK
and throughout Europe.

Clipsal 500 Adelaide dates
announced
The dates for next year’s Clipsal 500
Adelaide, the first round of the V8
Supercars Championship Series to held in
Australia in 2010, have been confirmed as
11-14MAR.
The event, staged on Adelaide’s famous
street circuit, will feature two 250km V8
Supercar races and seven support race
categories. There will also be four on-circuit
concerts, air displays, beachwear parades,
on-tracks stunts and exotic vehicle displays.
Details of the full race program and concert
line up, together with added attractions, will
be announced at an Official Launch on
15OCT.   http://www.clipsal500.com.au

Holiday Inn Adelaide now a
Grand Chancellor
Grand Hotels International has acquired the
former Holiday Inn Adelaide and opened it this
week as Hotel Grand Chancellor Adelaide on
Hindley.
The 4 star, 180-bedroom
property, has meeting
facilities for up to 420
delegates.
Kym Fell, well known in NZ
hospitality industry circles,
has been appointed as GM,
transferring from Hotel
Grand Chancellor Launceston.  He will also
oversee the operation at the existing Hotel
Grand Chancellor Adelaide on Currie.
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NSW – Australia’s premier surf destination
New South Wales will be promoted as the premier surf
destination in Australia as part of a NSW Government
tourism initiative launched this week.
Minister for Tourism Jodi McKay says, “We want to
highlight the beauty of the NSW coastline and the large
number of dedicated surf schools and beaches available to
holidaymakers up and down the State.”
Ms McKay said the initiative will target a number of key
surfing markets including families looking for a coastal
holiday.
”Surfing is great fun for the whole family and we will be
working closely with surf schools to let mums and dads
know about some of the great experiences on offer in
NSW,” Ms McKay said.
”Tourism NSW will also be targeting the youth market,
including backpackers, international students and working
holiday makers who often want to experience Australia’s
surf.”
• NSW has the largest resident surfing population in
Australia. (Source: Surfing Australia Magazine, 2007).
• NSW hosts around 40% of all overnight trips taken by
Australian and international visitors who go surfing.
(Source: Tourism Research Australia, JUN09).
• NSW has 77 of the country’s top 100 surf beaches
(Source: RealSurf.com, 2007).
• NSW possesses the most accessible surfing coastline in
the country.
• NSW has 32 Accredited Surf Schools – more than any
other State in Australia.
www.visitnsw.com/surf

KEA offers 25% off “gutsy” off-road RV
KEA is offering adventure seekers 25% off 4WD Pop-
Top Campervans for travel between Perth, Darwin,
Alice Springs, Adelaide and Broome. The discount is
available to all Australian and New Zealand residents
for travel from 15NOV09 until 28FEB10.
KEA says its supercharged 4WD is Aussie’s gutsiest
rental off-road RV, while also being the safest and most
comfortable. The customised Toyota Troop Carrier has
been created for the adventurous explorer, providing a
monster 4.5L V8, 150kw turbo diesel engine. Combined
with improved suspension, halogen headlamps and four-
wheel disc brakes, KEA’s off-road campervan can go
harder and further without compromising comfort,
safety and handling.
KEA points out that the model’s troop carrier chassis
also makes it the sleekest 4WD campervan around, with
new fenders, bumpers and bonnet creating a more
streamlined appearance. Specially-constructed
bulkheads keep all living necessities such as crockery,
cooking equipment, two burner stove and bedding
securely stored for little movement for travelling over
the rough terrain.
The Pop-Top also features a 38L fresh water tank and
twin 90L fuel tanks which, with an average consumption
rate of 14L per 100km – a huge bonus considering most
rental 4WD campervans in Australia consume fuel at a
rate of around 20L per 100km.
Cabin air conditioning, ventilated sleeping and living
areas and sliding, fly-screened rear windows make it
more comfortable to travel in the hotter regions and
months, while the well-designed indoor dining and
living area makes best use of the space available in the
rear of the camper. Every KEA 4WD campervan also
has three separate power sources – 240V battery, 12V
house battery and solar power – to ensure travellers
never run out of juice.
www.keacampers.com.au

SOUTH PACIFIC

The Great Ocean Road rock formation that

collapsed last week was not one of the famous

Apostles.

It was instead one the ‘Three Sisters’ sea stacks

that crumbled into the ocean on a weekend of

high winds and punishing seas.

PolyBlue helps with $100+taxes fare, extra baggage
… Cont from p1
The airline is offering one-way fares from AKL, WLG or CHC to/
from Apia for NZ$100 plus taxes (inclusive fares are NZ$128 ex
NZ and NZ$113 ex Samoa) and from SYD or BNE to Apia for
A$150 plus taxes (inclusive fares are A$219 ex Australia and
A$175.40 ex Samoa), subject to availability.
Extra baggage allowances are also being offered, rising from the
standard allowance of 20kg to 30kg per person. This excess
baggage will be carried free of charge, subject to aircraft weight
restrictions.
In addition:
• Both Pacific Blue and Polynesian Blue have begun collecting

donations on board domestic New Zealand and international
flights. The funds will be passed directly on to official charities
for distribution.

• New Zealanders who would like to assist and donate clothing,
blankets, or tinned food can drop donations off at Pacific Blue
check-in counters at airports in New Zealand. The donations
will be freighted to Samoa by Polynesian Blue for distribution
by government or aid agencies.

Anyone already booked on flights over the next week will also
have their baggage allowance increased to 30kgs per person, and
will also be able to take this excess baggage at no charge and
subject to availability.
The fares are on sale now until 09OCT09, for outbound travel to
Samoa until 16OCT09 and return flights until 30NOV09. Changes
will be permitted on the return flights at no charge, subject to
availability.
The fares are available on the internet, by phone or in person at
the Manukau, Auckland ticketing office – the extra $15 normally
charged for phone or bookings in person is being waived.
The extra baggage allowances will apply until 16OCT09.

Air New Zealand has added an extra flight to Samoa for

Saturday. The B767 can carry 223 passengers and up to

seven tonnes of cargo, and is in addition to the bigger B777

deployed to Apia on Wednesday and Thursday.
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And now ...

introducing

No-Jet-Lag Short Haul
Many travellers have suffered the fatiguing effects
of crossing time zones on short haul flights.

Now they can f ind relief from this jet lag with a
new No-Jet-Lag product formulated specif ically
for flights of less than seven hours.

Give your clients
this brochure with

their travel
documents and

tell them that
No-Jet-Lag
Short Haul

is now available
from pharmacies.

www.nojetlag.com

    CLICK HERE TO ORDER BROCHURES

Leslie Perrie, who represents the heavily damaged

Coconuts Resort, says affected guests were relocated to

hotels in Apia. There are no cancellation charges for clients

booked to travel within next 30 days, and Coconuts will

advise cancellation policy for bookings beyond 30 days as

soon as they have a full report on exact damage and an

estimate on time frame required to repair and rebuild

where necessary.

Air Calin ‘A La Carte’ fares to Noumea
Air Calin has released new A La Carte return economy class
airfares to Noumea for sales 01OCT-15OCT09.
Priced ex Auckland at $495; ex Wellington at $665 and ex
CHC at $665, they are valid on Aircalin Thursday flights only
in both directions, however they may be combined on a half/
half basis with the regular published Bon Voyage fares on all
flight days to create other durations and give greater
flexibility.
Domestic flights to/from WLG and CHC are with Pacific
Blue.
Travel Periods (travel must be completed within each period):
 08OCT-29OCT09
12NOV-10DEC09
18FEB-01APR10
Fares inclusive of all government taxes, fees and fuel levy.
Seats are limited and may not be available on all services.
Agents are advised to check their GDS, or contact their fares
department, wholesaler (for inclusive packages) or World
Aviation Systems for full details and conditions.

Qantas short-life fares to Tahiti
Qantas has released short-life fares to Papeete, on sale to
12OCT09 for travel on Qantas codeshare seats on Air
Tahiti Nui during the periods 02OCT-24OCT09 and
20NOV09-19JUN10.
The fares are $892* ex AKL and $992* ex WLG/CHC.
Your GDS and www.qantas.co.nz/agents will be updated
with full conditions and details.
*Prices include ticket surcharges and taxes correct as at 30SEP09.

Niue appoints Hogan & Associates
Hogan & Associates have been appointed as the
Niue Island Tourism Marketing Representatives in
NZ.
Niue is totally undiscovered and unspoiled and
offers diving, fishing, snorkelling, caving and
culture, along with whale and dolphin encounters.
The island is serviced by a weekly Air New Zealand
flight, leaving AKL on Saturday mornings and,
because it is across the dateline, departing Niue on
Friday afternoons, and arriving here on Friday
evenings.
Hogans points out that because Niue has limited air
seat capacity and just 100 beds, holidays there
should be planned and booked well in advance to
ensure client requirements can be met.
Package holidays are available from the following
wholesalers -
House of Travel Product
Flight Centre / Infinity
United & HWT / Go Holidays
Air New Zealand Holidays
Dive Fish Snow Travel.
8-day/7-night packages range in price from $899pp
share twin at Kololi’s Guesthouse with shared
facilities, to around $1460pp share twin at the
Matavai Resort, the best available accommodation
on the island.  Various other properties are also
available, including motels, apartments, guest
houses and holiday homes.
For enquiries and general information on Niue, call
Hogans on 09-489 7844.

Steve Takaetali Finau, Executive Officer at Tourism

Tonga, advises that the post of Director of Tourism for

Tonga’s Ministry of Tourism will be advertised in the NZ

Herald Online and other SW Pacific publications from

next week, and applications close on 16OCT.

Potential candidates from the tourism industry are

urged to seriously consider applying for the post.
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TRAVEL AGENT COMPETITION 

Book 10 nights or more, (in 1 or multiple bookings) 
register your bookings online at www.edgewater.co.ck 
(click on Travel Agent Competition on the front page) 

& you will be in the draw to WIN return flights to    
Rarotonga from Auckland & 7 nights in a Beachfront      

Deluxe Suite at  The  Edgewater Resort & Spa          
including daily tropical breakfast. 

 

Valid for all bookings made from 15 Sep to 20 Nov 09 
For travel to 01 Dec 09 to 31 Mar 10 

 

TRAVEL AGENT COMPETITION 

BOOK A TOTAL OF 10 NIGHTS OR MORE 

at 

THE EDGEWATER RESORT & SPA &  

YOU WILL GO INTO THE DRAW TO  

WIN A FABULOUS  

7 NIGHT RAROTONGA ESCAPE! 

STAY 5 / PAY 3  

ON ALL ROOMS 

Sales to 16 Oct , 

travel to 31 Mar10 

CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD DETAILS

ASIA
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China closed until 09OCT
Adventure World advises consultants that patience is
required between now and 08OCT09 while China
celebrates the 60th Anniversary of the founding of the
People’s Republic, giving itself a long national holiday.
AW’s Chinese operators’ office and other businesses
will be closed over this period and the turnaround time
for quotes and booking confirmations will be delayed
until the office reopens on Friday 09OCT to start
working through the backlog.
“We appreciate your patience over the coming week,
but this is beyond Adventure World’s reservations team
control,” says the wholesaler.  Phone 09-539 8103.

BKK Airways Cambodia flights update
Thailand’s Bangkok Airways, which has lost the right to
operate Cambodian domestic flights between Phnom
Penh and Siem Reap from 25OCT onwards, has
confirmed that the decision made by the Cambodian
government is limited to that particular domestic route.
Bangkok Airways’ international routes between
Thailand and Cambodia remain unaffected.
The carrier continues to operate A319 jets three times
daily between Bangkok and Phnom Penh and five times
a day between Bangkok and Siem Reap.
Cambodia has granted the domestic rights between
Phnom Penh and Siem Reap to its new national carrier,
Cambodia Angkor Air (code K6)

Booking Phnom Penh - Siem Reap flights

Sign worst may be over for Singapore
The latest visitor arrival figures for Singapore have given
the local tourism industry a small glimmer of hope. The
AUG08 numbers, while down 0.7% on AUG08,
nevertheless represent the smallest gap between monthly
performances this year. It is also the second month in a row
that the gap has narrowed.
Visitor days in AUG09, however, were down 8% on
AUG08 and gazetted hotel room revenue was down 25%.

Escorted India 2010 – seats filling fast
Adventure World has just a couple of seats left on the 21-
day ‘Jewels of India’ escorted tour including airfares,
departing Auckland 18JAN10. The tour price has reduced
by $1680pp, and is now priced from $10,695pp share twin.
Travel with an experienced New Zealand Tour Manager and
explore the sights of Delhi, Mandawa, Bikaner, Jaisalmer,
Jodhpur, Udaipur, Agra, Khajuraho, Varanasi and Kerala.
“Don’t delay - take advantage of this great saving,” says
Adventure World.
Call 09-524 5118 to make a booking.

Singapore cruise terminal progress
The groundbreaking ceremony for Singapore’s International
Cruise Terminal at the Marina South Pier takes place today.
The facility will be able to berth ships of up to 220,000
GRT. Completion is expected in late 2011 and the
Singapore Tourism Board has just issued a tender for a five-
year management and operating lease of the facility.

Cambodia Angkor Air, which commenced
operations in July, is operating all flights as code
shares with Vietnam Airlines (VN). Because the
new airline is still getting set up on CRS,
bookings need to be channeled via VN.
For full details on how this arrangement works,
Click here .
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Macau Government Tourist Office

Email: macau@aviationandtourism.co.nz

Web: www.macautourism.gov.mo

Ph: (09) 308 5206

Vietnam tour with bonus upgrades
& treats
Book Adventure World’s best-selling ‘Highlights of
Vietnam’ tour - 8 days with 4-star accommodation
from $1498 pp share twin - and your clients receive
a wealth of bonus upgrades at Accor properties plus
extra treats.
Explore the sights of Saigon, the Mekong Delta,
Hue, Hoi An and Hanoi on a tour that covers three
very different regions.  Your client’s treats: Phone
SIM card per person with credit up to 50 minutes of
local call conversation; Vegetarian lunch at Hue’s
Duc Son orphanage; Pho noodle soup lunch with
drink and dessert in Saigon or Hanoi; Free upgrade
to Club floor, guaranteed late check out and arrival
welcome drink at the Sofitel Saigon Plaza; Free 30-
minute massage at the Mercure Hue; and Free
upgrade to the next available room category at the
Mercure Hanoi.
Book now with Adventure World on (09) 539 8103.

Japanese Traditions abound with SKIMAX 2009/10
at Nozawa Onsen
Innovative Travel’s specialist
SKIMAX Ski & Board programme
is offering a new resort in Japan as
part of its lineup of seven fantastic
ski & board resorts.
Nozawa Onsen is one of the classic
ski resorts in Japan.  Over a period
of 70 years it has expanded into
one of the largest ski areas in the
country with more than 50km of
trails.  Offering something for
everyone, the mountain provides
40% beginner runs, 30%
intermediate runs and 30%
advanced runs, with family-friendly
wide open pistes, mogul runs and

fabulous powder runs – the longest of
which is 10km.  The village provides
a real sense of tradition and Japanese
spirit, with beautiful old streets full of
history, culture and many local
festivals.  The village is also famous
for its public hot-springs – more than
30 springs are located throughout the
area.  Accommodation options with
SKIMAX include hotels, traditional
Japanese Inns and pensions – prices
from only A$846pp twin for 7 nights
accommodation with breakfasts and a
6-day lift pass. Contact Innovative
Travel on Freephone 0508 100111 or
email info@skimax.co.nz

Intrepid Burma  statement
“Intrepid Travel operated trips to Burma
from 1995 to early 2000.  We had been
very aware of both the positive and
negative aspects of running trips to a
country being ruled by a corrupt non-
elected junta who continue to suppress
people’s basic human rights. In 1999, after
a review of the political situation and after
consultation with many stakeholders, we
decided to suspend trips to Burma – the
decision was based on a vote made by
Intrepid Travel staff.
“Intrepid remains committed to the
ongoing debate on the role of tourism in
Burma.  A review of our position was held
in June 2002. Three trips ran in 2003, but
after a deterioration of the situation there
we suspended again.  In July 2006 we
researched our decision yet again. After a
lot of discussion on the pros and cons with
many non-government organisations,
operators and experts, Intrepid chose to
continue its stance not to run trips in
Burma.  We will continue to monitor the
situation and review our decision again,
when we feel there is more progress
towards human rights in Burma.
“In 2008, in the aftermath of Cyclone
Nargis, a good friend of Intrepid Travel
travelled to Burma and visited several of
our former local operators to check on
their welfare.  Where appropriate we made
some financial contributions to some of
these individuals and their families to assist
their recovery from the latest disaster.
“Intrepid Travel remains open to
discussion on this issue and committed to
supporting the Burmese people where we
can.”
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Royal Brunei Pack & Go Business &
Combo fares to BKK/HKG
Royal Brunei Airlines has released Business Class and
Business / Economy Class Combination fares to BKK and
HKG with sales until 09OCT09 and travel ex AKL between
01OCT-18DEC09.  Your preferred consolidator has the
details.

THE AMERICAS
Missouri makeover
The famed battleship USS Missouri, upon which a Japanese
delegation signed the unconditional surrender in 1945 to end
World War II and these days a tourist attraction at Hawaii’s
Pearl Harbor, is about to go into dry dock for US$18 million
worth of repairs and upgrades.
The battleship is one of Hawaii’s 10 most popular tourist
attractions, sitting bow to bow with the sunken USS Arizona,
and in July attracted 48,111 visitors — its biggest month
since it was tied up there.
“The Mighty Mo” comes out of dry dock 07JAN and
resumes tours 29JAN10, with a new admission price of
US$20 for guided tours.

Last-minute South America travel
Gap Adventures has two last-minute specials on two classic
standard small group trips.
Save 25% on the 11-day Bolivia Discovery trip departing
09NOV09, now from $809 (was $1079) plus US$200 local
payment.
Save 20% on the 21-day Absolute Peru trip departing
14NOV09, now from $2471 (was $3089) plus US$300 local
payment.
For more last minute Gap Adventures savings around the
world, phone Adventure World on 09-524 5118.

Premium Economy fares to Canada,
Mexico, Caribbean
Qantas is now offering long-term Premium Economy
fares from New Zealand to Canada, Mexico and the
Caribbean.
Fares are based on travel in the Premium Economy
cabin between Australia and Los Angeles, travelling on
either a B747 or an A380 aircraft.
For travel on Qantas trans-Tasman services, where
Premium Economy is not offered, bookings can be held
in I class for travel in the Business cabin, and for travel
on services within the US, where Premium Economy is
not offered, bookings can be held in B class for travel
in the Economy cabin.

Torres del Paine promotion
World Journeys has a special offer on a two-day excursion to
Chile’s stunning Torres del Paine National Park with its
impressive jagged mountain peaks and pristine lakes.
Priced from $442pp share twin ex Calafate, this includes all
transfers and transport on a Seat in Coach basis; sightseeing
in the National Park with lunch included, one night’s
accommodation in Puerto Natales, and an English speaking
guide. Valid for travel from 01NOV09 to 31MAR10,
departures are on Wed, Fri and Sun.  A National Park fee of
US$32 is additional.
Contact World Journeys 0800 11 73 11 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Disney Parks enter blogosphere
The LA Times reports that the Disney theme parks have
joined the blogosphere in an attempt to lure loyal
Mouseketeers away from unofficial fan websites like
MiceAge and Mouse Planet. The blog - http://
disneyparks.com/blog/ - will be the official source for
information about new rides and attractions, exclusive videos
and photographs as well as in-depth coverage of events at
Disney’s US theme parks.

Peru & Bolivia on sale
World Journeys has a special price on its 11-day “Birthplace
of the Incas” itinerary, for all new bookings made before
31OCT, valid for travel in 2009 and 2010.
Highlights include the Gold Museum of Lima, Cuzco with its
special blend of Incan and colonial history, Pisac Markets, the
Sacred Valley, Machu Picchu, the floating reed islands of
Lake Titicaca, and La Paz – the highest capital in the world.
The 3-star option is now priced from $2819 - saving $396; or
4 star from $3454 - saving $485. All pricing is per person
share twin and includes independent touring with local
English speaking guides; personal meet & greet on arrival; 10
nights’ accommodation with breakfast; flights Lima to Cuzco;
and some additional meals.
Call 0800 11 73 11 and Click here to view the package.
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AFRICA / MID EAST

Remarkable gorilla encounter
A safari in Africa is one of life’s amazing experiences, and
unexpected sightings, remarkable encounters with
extraordinary flora and fauna and personal interactions are
assured.
Earlier this month one fortunate Abercrombie & Kent (A&K)
guest experienced the ultimate wildlife moment ‘up close and
personal’ at Sanctuary Gorilla Forest Camp.
Set to embark upon a day’s adventure in Bwindi
Impenetrable National Park, the A&K guest became too ill to
achieve his long awaited dream to track the endangered
mountain gorilla and stayed back at camp to recover.
Amazingly, the inquisitive gorillas visited him instead. He
was privileged to view them at close quarters, for a longer
period and, ironically, under better conditions than his fellow
trackers.
A&K’s 5-day Gorillas of Bwindi itinerary includes three
nights at Sanctuary Gorilla Forest Camp and two full days of
gorilla tracking. The permanent luxury tented camp
accommodates just 16 guests and is nestled on a
mountainside in the rainforests in the heart of Bwindi
Impenetrable National Park. The exclusive location – one of
just two properties within the park’s boundaries – makes it
the ideal base for gorilla tracking, primate viewing and
birding excursions in the park.

Last-minute East Africa
World Journeys says there are a few places available on the
28NOV09 departure of a 7-day Authentic Mobile Safari to
Serengeti, Ngorongoro, Tarangire and Lake Manyara parks.
This safari enjoys evenings at private camps in the heart of
the bush, right inside the parks, with every comfort taken
care of.  Tents are ensuite, and are set up by staff who go
ahead of you while you enjoy your day’s game viewing.
Highly recommended as a great way to get off the beaten
track and avoid the busier lodges and bigger camps.
Contact World Journeys for rates and details 0800 11 73 11
or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Five Star Cape Town with Rovos Rail
World Journeys reports that Rovos Rail has acquired the 6-
bedroom St James Guest House in St James, Cape Town.
This exclusive 5-star property, previously owned by the Last
Word Retreats, offers all-suite accommodation on a bed and
breakfast basis, with an additional dinner service provided by
prior arrangement. The guest house is well-located on the
main road in the charming, trendy, seaside area adjoining
Kalk Bay, 30 mins drive from the Cape Town City Centre
and the international airport. The house has magnificent
views of the Indian Ocean being across the road from the
beach, and is within walking distance of a selection of
interesting restaurants, pubs and antique shops.
Contact World Journeys for rates 0800 11 73 11 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Return of the Gladiators
Just 50 minutes drive north from Amman, Jordan is
Jerash, which boasts some of the finest, most extensive
and best preserved remains of the Roman Empire. The
colonnaded streets, temples, theatres, bathhouses and
magnificent oval plaza are complemented by the
superbly restored hippodrome, which in Roman times
seated up to fifteen thousand people.
Kate Gohar of World Journeys says that Jerash is the
only place in the world where you can experience
Roman gladiators in battle and spectacular chariot
racing in a truly authentic setting. “You can actually sit
on the original stone seats on which the Romans sat, and
watch battles between armies of gladiators and
absolutely spectacular Chariot Races, just as they would
have some twenty centuries ago during the height of the
Roman Empire.  I really recommend it as a way to bring
history to life, and it’s as genuine as you can get!”
Contact World Journeys for rates and details 0800 11 73
11 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

TO GET YOUR OWN FREE SUBSCRIPTION

 visit   www.travelmemo.co.nz
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Francis Travel Marketing at dinner

Guest speaker, Mark Inglis with  

Wendy D’Arcy (National Manager)
Heliscenic

Kawarau jet

Queenstown “the adventure capital of New Zealand” certainly lived up to its name!  Everybody either flew with Heliscenic onto the Remarkables, 
took a Kawarau Jetboat, visited the Gibbston Valley Winery, or did all three…  Everyone was blown away by this magical place, with its snow-capped 

mountains, Lake Wakatipu and beautiful Spring blossom… Is it the clear mountain air which makes the food and bubbles taste so amazing!

Thank you to all our superb Key Suppliers, Air NZ for our flights; Amadeus, CX, GO Holidays, QF, also FJ, APT, FTM, Globus, P&O, BI, SQ, SmartTickets, Tramada  
and Travelsure – the Expos were the best ever and the dining room looked amazing.

Our Conference business theme “Smart Business” was complimented by presenter, Craig Rust of “Business Innovators” and evening guest speaker, Mark Inglis.  
Both gentlemen inspired us all, especially with their awesome achievements.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
BUSINESS AWARD WINNERS:CONFERENCE 2009 

For Travel Broker information, contact Wendy D’Arcy : wdarcy@thetravelbrokers.co.nz  :  (09) 307 1849

LETIA BROWN (L) 

Top Capital City

Prize awarded by Duncan McKenzie 
of SQ

LUCY MARSHALL (R)

Top Central Essential

Prize awarded by Alamu FJ

ANGELA MANASE 
National Business Award

 Prize inclusive of NZ flights to LAX  
& FTM Mexican Cruise 

& CARMEL SHEEHAN 
National Business Award

Prize inclusive of NZ flights to YVR  
& FTM Alaskan Cruise 

1ST

ANDREW WELCH (L)

Top Southern Star

Prize awarded by QF  
(pictured with Wendy D’Arcy)

CHRISTINE CRAFAR (L)   
& VICKY McLEAN (R) 
Top New Travel Brokers

JANE SAUNDERS (L) 
& RANEE McGREGOR (R)

GO Outstanding Support Awards

Awarded by Mandy Wright

DENISE FOWLER (L) 
& LEE JOHNS (R) 

GO Best Marketing Awards

Awarded by Mandy Wright

Delegate Comments included: 

“Fantastic Guest Speakers…  

GREAT Supplier & Colleague Networking…  

Very inspirational – had me fully focussed…  

I have attended many travel  

conferences over the years and this was  

‘head & shoulders’ the best ever!…  

Most informative, extremely well organised and 

fun!… Roll on 2010 we are ready!”

Awards were presented by Toni Booth NZ & Tony Smith FTM

VESNA FAHN
National Business Award

Prize awarded by Wendy D’Arcy  
on behalf of CX

SHIRLEY ATKINS (R)

National Business Award

Prize awarded by Yumi from BI

2ND

3RD
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EUROPE
Seven days free, other bonuses
with Renault Eurodrive in 2010

They’ve got Europe covered
Trafalgar, Insight Vacations, Contiki and Uniworld are hitting the road over coming
weeks to promote their tour and cruise products at Travel Agent launch seminars. The
team will give consultants a complete update and provide the best tips for selling their
new products and airfares.
Click here to download the 20-date roadshow and see when they will be in your town.
Then RSVP at http://rsvp.travelcorporation.co.nz/

Continuing strengthening of our dollar against the Euro has created unprecedented
interest in lease-car bookings by New Zealanders planning holidays in Europe in
2010.
And Renault Eurodrive says it is responding by making it even better value with
offers that include up to seven days free use of select models, free delivery and
return at twenty French airports and cities, and 50% discount off delivery and return
fees at a further 13 locations in Germany, Holland, Italy, Portugal, Spain,
Switzerland and Belgium.
To enjoy these savings and bonuses on a huge range of vehicles from compact two-
door models to mid- and family-size sedans and estate sedans, and people-movers,
holidaymakers need simply book and deposit before 15NOV for collection between
01JAN10 and 31DEC10.
Amongst vehicles available are several new models including the latest Twingo
Sport, Megane Estate, Scenic and Grand Scenic series, and Renault Eurodrive
recommend booking early as supply of vehicles has been at a premium in 2009 and is
expected to be exceptionally heavy in 2010 with the rising value of our dollar.
Prices begin from as low as $1650 for 21 days lease, with the bonus seven free days
on top of this; all bookings include unlimited kilometres, full insurance and no
excess in 43 countries, no additional driver charges, 24-hour roadside assistance and
full factory warranty and the famous Renault Five Star Safety rating.
The Renault Eurodrive leasing programme has been operating since 1955.
Call 0800 80 77 78 or visit www.renaulteurodrive.co.nz

TOUR PRODUCT
Introducing a new cycling opportunity, with quality tours
Innovative Travel is about to launch a new
product called Global Adventure Guide.
A cycling program developed by a quality New
Zealand-based company with an enviable
reputation, it offers many options and benefits
for your clients.
Global Adventure Guide provides a range of road
cycling, mountain bike and lifestyle holidays.
Professionally managed and offering Tourist to
First Class (Superior 3 to 4 star) accommodation,
it means your clients will enjoy good food
throughout, including ‘awesome’ picnics for
when they’re off the beaten track, and there’s a
back up vehicle for peace of mind, for taking a
break and for non cycling companion travel.
Global Adventure Guide’s lifestyle holidays
provide a choice of sailing in Turkey, Italy,
Croatia or the Greek Islands. Cruise overnight,
then cycle for 2 – 4 hours, before lunch… then
relax, shop, swim or take a siesta.

Or for those wanting to pedal in Asia, try
Vietnam with easy Grades 1 and 2 cycling plus a
mix of exotic culture, delicious food and fantastic
scenery.
The mountain biking tours range from Grade 2
(very easy) to Grade 5 at high attitude. Your
clients choose their pace. If they underestimate,
or if they want to ride hard one day and take it
easy the next, the back up vehicle is always there.
For the ultimate adventure, check out Tanzania.
With Road Cycling, there’s a choice of Grade 2
to Grade 5.  Choose a destination such as Chile,
Nice, Vietnam or Spain, and travel with like
minded people.
The introductory brochure will be distributed to
retailers by Stocklink in coming days and more
information and full itineraries are available from
Innovative Travel.
Call 0508 100 111 or email info@innovative-
travel.com

Test Urban Adventures for free
Intrepid Travel and WHL Group have this week
launched a full range of Urban Adventures - city
tours with a difference - and are offering the
opportunity to unlock the secrets of some of the
world’s best cities for free.
Urban Adventures range from two-hour to one-
day adventures and uncover back streets, hidden
gems and fascinating sights, all in the company
of an expert local guide. Departures are daily and
prices start from US$15.
Travellers and agents can register to become an
Urban Adventures tester at urbanadventures.com.
By doing so they will be notified of free spots
available on Urban Adventures around the world

that will be allocated on a first in, best dressed
basis.  In return for a free adventure, travellers
will need to write a review of the trip and take
photos that will be posted on the Urban
Adventures website.
In addition, travellers who submit feedback could
win a monthly Urban Adventures prize pack.
The program will be ongoing so people can
register whenever they go on holiday.
Currently there are 25 locations and 75 trips on
offer. A further 65 locations and 200 trips are
expected to be added over the coming six
months.
www.urbanadventures.com
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Australian Pacific Touring and Intrepid Travel have taken

an equal shareholding in APT’s small group touring

division, Connections. Connections will no longer be a

division of APT and will be established as a separate

company. For trade partners and staff there will be no

discernable change in Connections’ business operations.

The Connections brand will continue, 2010/11 itineraries

and rates are now published and forward loads are

strongly positive.

AVIATION
Delta SYD-LAX flight timing change
Delta Air Lines’ new Sydney-Los Angeles flight will alter
departure timings in October. Currently departing Sydney at
around 9.25am, the departure time will change to depart
Sydney around 10.25am, and from November on, depart at
around 11.20am. These new departure times will allow
convenient connections from New Zealand.
The return flight will continue to depart LAX late evening,
arriving Sydney early morning which will also allow
convenient connections to New Zealand.
Delta has reduced frequency from daily to six flights per
week on the route through to 08DEC due to required
maintenance on the B777-200LR aircraft. During that period
DL16 to LAX will operate daily except Tuesday and DL17
from LAX will operate daily except Sunday.

Qantas Group performance
International passenger numbers on Jetstar more than
doubled in AUG09 vs AUG08 to around 325,000, at the same
time as Qantas international passenger numbers fell by 26%
to around 466,000. Overall, the Qantas Group carried 3.4
million passengers across its domestic and international
networks, in AUG09, up 6%.
At the same time total capacity, measured by available seat
kilometres, dropping by 4.8%.
Capacity on QF mainline domestic services was down 4.8%,
while capacity at Jetstar domestic was down by 5.5% and
Qantas international’s capacity was down 14.7%.
Jetstar international’s capacity was up 29% in August.

Skywest’s international ambitions
Perth-based Skywest Airlines is reportedly planning to
acquire up to four Airbus A320s for mineral resource industry
charters and to launch new international routes to SE Asia
destinations. ATWOnline has been told by the airline’s md
that planning is underway for a range of options including
services to Bali, Singapore and Phuket.
Skywest is also adding a ninth 100-seat F100 ad has seven
46-seat F50s.

Etihad Guest  signs Taj Hotels
‘Freddie’-winning loyalty programme Etihad Guest has
signed a deal with the Indian Hotels Company, one of Asia’s
largest hospitality groups. The group offers three distinct
hotel brands, collectively known as Taj Hotels Resorts and
Palaces, with more than 60 hotels in 45 locations across
India, plus properties in Malaysia, the UK, US, Bhutan, Sri
Lanka, Africa, the Middle East and Australia.
Etihad Guest members will earn 500 miles per stay at the
group’s Taj hotels and 250 miles per stay at Taj Exotica and
Gateway Hotels.

BA to New York from London’s Dockland
British Airways has this week begun an all-business-class
service between London City Airport in the city’s Canary
Wharf area and New York-JFK. The flights, twice-daily by
mid-October, use specially configured A318s with 32 lie-flat
business class seats and inflight connectivity.
Westbound flights stop for 45mins for fuel at Shannon,
where pax can clear customs and immigration before flying
on to New York.
The launch flights bear numbers formerly used for Concorde
services, BA001 to BA004. Pax departing LCY can check in
for a flight as late as 15 min. before departure and, for the
first time, are able to use kerbside check-in for their flight to
New York.
Pax flying in to LCY also get complimentary Health Club
access at the London Marriott, West India Quay to freshen up
before heading into their office or continuing their journey.

Royal Brunei Airlines has extended the sales period

for its Fly Into Spring oneway & return fares to Asia

& Middle East to 05OCT and also extended the travel

period to 01-30OCT and 01-29NOV09.

Japan’s transport minister has appeared on a TV Asahi

talk show and told viewers he will not force Japan

Airlines into bankruptcy. “It’s just impossible,” AP

reported him as saying. ATWOnline reports that the

government has set up a team to create a

restructuring plan for JAL, and they are expected to

make recommendations by early November.

Air India’s pilots returned to work on Wednesday

following a five-day strike after the government

intervened to suspend proposed cuts of as much as 50%

in productivity linked incentives.

Flybe is interested in acquiring parts of bmi and officially

confirmed its interest to Lufthansa “quite awhile ago,”

Chairman and CEO Jim French told ATWOnline.

Ryanair at it again
Ryanair has removed all its airport check-in desks, and pax
are now required to check in online at least four hours and no
more than 15 days before their scheduled departure and print
their own boarding pass, at a cost of £5 per person per flight.
Anyone checking in luggage will have to use Ryanair’s new
“bag drop” desks. The cost of checking in a single bag, with a
maximum weight of 15kg, has risen from £20 to £30 per
flight. Anyone wishing to check in a second bag will have to
pay a further £70 per flight.
Ryanair is warning anyone arriving at the airport without a
boarding pass will be unable to fly or will have to pay a fee of
£40 for one at the ticketing desk.
A spokesman for Ryanair said the changes will improve
passengers’ experience of the airport and allow the airline to
continue offering the lowest fares.
Footnote: Ryanair earned more than half-a-billion pounds last
year on its ancillary charges.
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CRUISING

Auckland to Africa on QM2
World Journeys is promoting a Cruise Journey it describes as
“taking you from the familiar to the extraordinary” aboard
Cunard’s magnificent Queen Mary 2.
Departing Auckland next March, the itinerary visits the Bay
of Islands before heading to Australia and on to Mauritius
and Durban,with disembarkation in Cape Town.
At this point there is the option to fly to Kruger National
Park for a three-night safari staying at Ngala Safari Lodge.
Alternatively they can fly to Johannesburg and connect with
their flight home.

22-night cruise with all meals and port taxes included; two
nights and sightseeing in Cape Town; flights from South
Africa to Auckland; and a World Journeys Host (subject to a
minimum 15 pax).  Airport taxes, tipping and shore
excursions are additional.  The Optional Safari is priced from
$3,365pp share twin including 5-star lodge accommodation
with all meals and local brand drinks, laundry, and two game
activities per day, with return airfares from JNB.   Single
travellers can take advantage of share twin prices if booking
and paying their deposit at least 90 days prior to departure.
Call 0800 11 73 11 or email info@worldjourneys.co.nzPriced from $9,995pp share twin, the Journey comprises a

Savings & combinable discounts on Star Clippers
Mediterranean specialist Innovative Travel can offer excellent savings
for the coming season of tall ship sailing on Star Clippers.
A saving of 10% is offered when clients book and pay by 30JAN10,
plus back-to-back cruises will be discounted by 5%, a deal that is
combinable with the Early Booking Discount, valid for all categories
except guaranteed single.
Two popular Greek Islands itineraries (Northern & Southern
Cyclades) are fast to sell out with Star Clippers – sailing Athens to
Athens, taking in selected Greek Islands and visiting the coast of
Turkey.
With EBD, these cruises are currently priced from A$2452pp twin for
7 nights, representing a value-for-money five star experience.  For
more information on Star Clippers cruises call Innovative Travel on
FREEPHONE 0508 100111.

Save 10% on Antarctica voyages
‘One Ocean Expeditions’ is new to the Adventure
World Antarctic product range.
To celebrate, travellers can currently save 10%
on the voyage price or choose a free Cabin
Upgrade for JAN10 to MAR10 departures.
Conditions apply.
Adventure World describes One Ocean
Expeditions as an innovative high quality
expedition company offering safe, educational
and comfortable voyages to Antarctica.
For reservations and an eBrochure call 09-539
8100.
Click through to eBrochure

New Cruise West product
Cruise West has introduced new
destinations/itineraries for 2010:
• 18 nights Antarctica, South

Georgia & the Falkland Islands -
exploration cruising aboard the all-
suite Corinthian II with a visit to
the Palmer Research Station

• 11 nights Vienna, Austria to
Cologne, Germany along the
Danube, Main & Rhine Rivers

• 11 nights Cologne, Germany to Basel, Switzerland along
the Rhine & Mosel Rivers

• 6 nights Cocos Island, Costa Rica – rich marine and bird
life, and history steeped in pirate lore are found in this
rarely visited UNESCO World Heritage Site

These voyages are in addition to the 24 distinct itineraries
making up the Voyages of the Great Explorers
circumnavigation of the world.
Call World Journeys for a copy of the Cruise West 2010
Exploration Planner on 0800 11 73 11.

At global climate talks this week, the European

Union is expected to propose that shipping cut

carbon dioxide emissions 20% below 2005 levels

over the next decade.

Reuters quotes an unnamed EU official as saying

how shipping meets the target should be decided

by the International Maritime Organization,

adding that the EU would step in in 2011 if IMO is

not successful.

Royal Caribbean International advises that Shore

Excursions can be customised for groups on RCI,

Azamara or Celebrity cruises.  If your group

numbers 40+ passengers, Cruise Holidays can help

facilitate their pre-planned or customised shore

excursions.  Call the wholesaler for more details.
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RAIL TRAVEL

ACCOMMODATION

Air France still studying high-speed rail ops
Air France is still studying the possibility of launching high-
speed train services in Europe under its own brand in
cooperation with a partner, although the project will not take
off as initially planned in 2010 when the intra-European rail
transport market opens up, the carrier confirmed to
ATWOnline.
An Air France official confirmed to ATWOnline that in a
potential first stage the carrier was interested in operating the
Brussels Midi railway station to Paris Charles de Gaulle
route in cooperation with Veolia but could not secure enough
slots to run the service with sufficient frequency. Currently,
AF rents seats on the five daily return TGV trains on the
route from French railway company SNCF. It stopped flying
between Brussels and CDG in 2001.

Hotel du Vin to become a school
At a time when the country can little afford to
have quality visitor accommodation removed
from inventory, the stylish Hotel du Vin & Spa
at Mangatawhiri, across the Bombay Hills from
Auckland, has been sold by tender to Dilworth
School for an undisclosed figure.
The private boys’ school is apparently intent on
converting the 48-chalet property and vineyard
into a rural campus for 100 students, with room
for more expansion.

Eagles Nest price under wraps
Eagles Nest luxury resort in the Bay of Islands, described as
the most valuable property of its sort in Australasia, is on
sale – but the National Business Review says the real estate
agents are only making the price available to parties who sign
confidentiality agreements.
The NBR says the Far North District Council lists a capital
value of $2.35 million for the lavish 15-bedroom, 20-
bathroom property, which featured on the US reality show
The Bachelor.
Some of Eagles Nest’s villas fetch $42,000 a week.

Expedia says it now needs less than 22,000 visitors to

its website over the next couple of weeks to make

the target of 200,000 which will encourage it to drop

flight booking fees permanently. It has already done

so in Australia following a similar exercise.

Peppers delivers pillow presents
Each week in October, at every Peppers resort, one very lucky
guest will find a little surprise slipped under their pillow.
To celebrate Pepper’s silver anniversary, jewellery designer and
musician Boh Runga has created an exquisite necklace from her
latest range “Feather Kisses”.
A beautiful necklace will be randomly slipped under the pillow of
one guest each week at each of the five Peppers properties around
New Zealand – Peppers on the Point, Peppers Martinborough,
Peppers Clearwater, Peppers Bluewater and Peppers Beacon.
Visit www.peppers.co.nz or phone 0800 275 034.

GREEN MATTERS
Qualmark Enviro-Gold for Waiheke’s Breakfast on the Beach Lodge
Breakfast on the Beach Lodge is the first Waiheke
accommodation provider to be awarded the prestigious
Qualmark Environmental Gold Award.
The luxury lodge was awarded a Qualmark 5 Star Guest &
Hosted rating when it opened, and its Enviro-Gold award
status demonstrates that it meets the highest levels of
environmental and social responsibility to its community.
Hosts, Marilyn and Keith Graham, believe the main
advantage they had in meeting the stringent levels was due to
the design characteristics of the lodge. Purpose built in 2007
it includes a number of architectural design features to
maximise the use of natural light with strong emphasis on
heat and energy conservation. Large atriums with cleverly
placed shading are optimised for the winter sun.
Breakfast on the Beach Lodge features good use of modern
fluorescent lighting and 12 volt halogens.  The solar hot
water heating system uses 160 evacuated tubes to provide
extremely efficient and rapid heating, even during overcast
days. Other than a small amount of bottled gas to augment
those winter days, the lodge does not use any electricity for
hot water heating.
An internal ‘Bokashi’ composting system is used and the
septic waste water is tested every six months to ensure it
maintains a high level of purity - the final stage of the septic

like a good chardonnay – but doesn’t taste anything like it!

Eco-friendly cabins
World Journeys reports that Cruise West has responded to
increasing awareness of environmental concerns by
introducing new Explorer Class cabins onboard its vessels
Spirit of Columbia, Spirit of Discovery, Spirit of Endeavour,
Spirit of Yorktown and Spirit of ’98.
Eco-friendly amenities including ultra-soft bamboo fibre
linens and towels, cotton waffle-weave bathrobes, water-
conserving Speakman “Easy Jet” adjustable stream shower
heads and hypoallergenic down European duvets.
Contact World Journeys 0800 11 73 11 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nzsystem includes UV filtering – Keith says the output looks

To earn Enviro-Gold also required the Lodge to have in place
environment-
friendly
practices
ranging from
eco cleaning
products to the
purchase of
local produce
wherever
possible.
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If at first you do succeed,
try something more challenging

110908 Aitutaki Cook Is Lagoon Resort & Spa

106500 Rail Plus Great Train Journeys of the World 2010

105403 Glacier Explorers Aoraki Mt Cook

105395 The Sir Ed Hillary Alpine Centre Aoraki Mt Cook

105387 The Hermitage Hotel Aoraki Mt Cook

868646 Explore A Day at Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary

960021 Currumbin Wildnight Adventure

Travel Digest October 2009

Adventure World Training
Seminars
Adventure World reminds agents they
can register for any of these upcoming
online training seminars that start at 8.30
am and run for 25 minutes via the
Adventure World travel agent website.
Join the AW Sales team on: Fri 02 –
Laos; Tue 06 – Greece; Tue 13 – Turkey;
Thu 22 – Russia.
Click through to website.

Industry fare, packages
for Norfolk Island
Hogan & Associates says Air New
Zealand has released a special Industry
Fare to Norfolk Island for the months of
OCT09 and NOV09.
TATS, Hogans’ other company, has
produced a number of packages and
four of them can be downloaded here.
During October, additional flights are
operating allowing the shorter 5-night
duration, but during November
currently only the 7-night option is
possible.
These packages represent exceptional
value and offer the perfect opportunity
to experience Norfolk Island.
The Colonial and Governor’s Lodge
options include daily breakfasts and
most other options include a rental car
as well.
For bookings and enquiries, contact
TATS directly on 09-256 7050 or email
lianne@tats.co.nz
www.tats.co.nz

MasterCard, Starwood
free weekend night award
MasterCard Worldwide and Starwood
Hotels & Resorts Asia Pacific are once
again rewarding travellers with a free
weekend night award at over 150
Starwood hotels and resorts in Asia
Pacific.
MasterCard credit and debit cardholders
who are members of Starwood
Preferred Guest and stay on two
separate occasions at any of the
participating Starwood hotels in Asia
Pacific between 01OCT and 31DEC09
can earn one free weekend night’s stay
(Friday, Saturday or Sunday). Those
MasterCard cardholders who are not a
member of SPG can simply join online
for free.
The free weekend night’s stay
promotion has been expanded to
include additional redemption locations
with participating resorts being
included for the first time. To qualify
this year, MasterCard cardholders now
need to stay only two times to earn one
free weekend night stay.
This offer will be available in many
popular travel destinations in Asia
Pacific including Australia, India,
Thailand, China, Malaysia, Japan,
Indonesia, Fiji and Maldives, to name a
few. A comprehensive listing of the
hotels and resorts participating in the
free weekend night’s stay promotion
can be located on www.SPG.com/
mastercardfreeweekend.

INDUSTRY

STAAH appointment

LATE BREAK

The tourism and
hospitality-focused
internet distribution
company STAAH has
appointed Tania
Witheford as
Managing Director.
Ms Witheford has over
two decades of
experience in the
travel industry, most
recently as General Manager
(Accommodation) NZ, of Wotif Group.
She has also held roles with IHG,
SPHC and Go International Travel.
In operation for three years, STAAH is
a locally owned company and key
internet marketing partner for a number
of New Zealand’s leading hotels and
accommodation providers.
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