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AIM HOLIDAYS

0508 - 650660
IMMEDIATE CONFIRMATION

MOST COUNTRIES
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� Rental Cars / Campers

Hotels

Coach Tours

Shows

AIM FOR THE BEST SINCE 1985

reservations@aimholidays.co.nz

AIM HOLIDAYS

TANOA INTERNATIONAL HOTEL

FIJI
Tanoa International is Nadi’s premier hotel, just 3

minutes from the airport. Set in 6 hectares of tropical

gardens it is the only 4 star (AAA rated) hotel in the area.

There is a range of room types, including suites, a pool,

spa, gym, flood-lit tennis, 24 hour airport shuttle and

Nadi’s only 24 hour restaurant.

Our great staff will ensure your clients have a great stay.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 SKIMAX 2009-2010  -  HERE NOW!  

Stay/Pay, Earlybird and Kids Ski FREE offers 

Innovative Travel Freephone 0508 100 111 
www.skimax.co.nz   /   info@skimax.co.nz 

Takaya 

www.adventureworld.co.nz
09 524 5118

NEW Cruise West 

3. Shipboard Credit
Receive up to US$100pp*
*valid till 20 Nov 09. Cruise only per person. Conditions apply

2. Early Booking Savings

Three great deals! 

Save up to US$500pp*

U
O
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1. Earn 15% Commission
On selected 2010 cruise departures*

HELEN CAMBELL
Tel: 09 966 2549 DDI
staff@topdog.co.nzTravel Recruitment Specialist

www.topdog.co.nz

Spring Into These Roles!
Sales Manager - TD 1929
   - Conference,  Incentive and Wholesale
Corporate Account Manager - TD 1961
   - Hospitality
Senior Consultant - TD 1960
   - VIP Corporate/Leisure

TA Targets Kiwi
Meetings & Incentives Buyers

Tourism Australia will be targeting corporate meeting and incentive
decision makers in New Zealand with an expanded presence at the
2009 Pacific Area Incentives and Conferences Expo (PAICE), being
held today at the SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre.
Tourism Australia is a major sponsor of PAICE 2009 and will have a
stronger presence at this year’s event including high visibility of its
Business Events Australia branding, helping to draw the attention of
the more than 200 qualified New Zealand buyers who attend the event.
There will be a Business Events Australia lunch, morning and
afternoon tea, and for the first time at PAICE Tourism Australia will
also take a designated booth with the Business Events Australia brand
to facilitate business appointments with both hosted and day buyers.
With 44 Australian companies confirmed to exhibit, representing
convention centres, visitor bureaux, hotels, destinations and more, the
event will showcase Australia’s credentials as a business events
destination.
Tourism Australia’s Regional Manager, New Zealand, Jenny Aitken
said, “PAICE presents a prime opportunity to position Australia as an
exceptional short-haul destination for New Zealand business events
whilst fostering a stronger Australia presence in the New Zealand
market.
“New Zealand is an especially important market for the Australian
business events industry as it is not constrained by time and distance
issues that can often be associated with business travel to Australia.”

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090326.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090402.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090420.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090803.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=423
http://www.aimholidays.co.nz
http://www.skimax.co.nz
http://www.adventureworld.co.nz/SpecialOffers/Alaska_Small_Ship_Cruising_2010_Early_Booking_Savings.asp
http://www.topdog.co.nz
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=423
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NEW ZEALAND

On our Website

Click Here

Te Anau

PM Launches Overnight Cruise Ship Ipipiri
The much anticipated Fullers GreatSights
Bay of Islands overnight cruise ship Ipipiri
was officially launched at Opua on Friday
by Prime Minister John Key.
The 46-metre catamaran boasts 30 deluxe
ensuite staterooms, a spacious sundeck and
a 70-seat restaurant and bar. The vessel is
fitted with a large stern plate that can be
lowered below the waterline for easy access.
“Ipipiri is a beautiful ship and her arrival
more than meets our expectations,” says
Malcolm Johns, CEO of InterCity Group,

which commissioned the vessel in 2008 and
has invested more than $12 million into the
venture. “We have been planning this for the
past four years and the launch day has
finally arrived – it’s definitely been worth
the wait.”
Ipipiri has already attracted the attention of
many overseas visitors, which is reflected in
the solid confirmed bookings for the 2009/
10 summer season. Her first paying cruise is
scheduled for 01OCT09.
www.overnightcruise.co.nz

The New Zealand Historic Places Trust has declared the majority of Lyttelton one of the

largest historic areas in the country. The port township’s former jail site, cemeteries,

steep streets, 19th-century timber cottages and volcanic stone walls were among the

reasons for the historic-area recognition.

ANZCRO’s 2009-10 NZ4KIWIS Getaway Deals
Capitalising on fiercely competitive domestic
airfares in the market, ANZCRO has just
released new NZ4KIWIS Mini Getaways for
2009-10.
“NZ4KIWIS was very successful for us last
year and allows travel agents to select their
preferred accommodation, add car rental
(from $25 per day) plus preferred sightseeing
options,” says ANZCRO NZ GM Peter
Davies.
“NZ4KIWIS and ANZCRO continue to
deliver excellent value for money to the
market,” he adds. “NZ4KIWIS rates are more
than competitive when compared with current
online offerings available and offer

from as low as $79 per
room per night.”
New Zealand bookings
are made easy, with all
accommodation,
transport and
sightseeing activities
able to be prebooked,
with client-friendly
itineraries, invoices, and
vouchers despatched quickly via e-mail.
Watch out for the new brochure in DX, but in
the meantime phone or e-mail the
experienced, friendly team at ANZCRO, The
New Zealand Travel Experts on 0800 269 276
or anzcro@anzcro.co.nzcommissionable accommodation options

Wellington is about to spend $400,000 on a pair of
harbourfront public dunnies that some liken to
crayfish while others see armadillos or escapees
from Wellington Airport’s planned pumpkin patch
terminal.
Whatever, such facilities are always in demand and
their unique design will add to the rich visual array
of waterfront attractions the capital offers visitors.
They may also result in more tourist photos being
uploaded on Flickr than for Hundertwasser’s world
famous loos in Kawakawa.

Documents released to the Otago

Daily Times under the Official

Information Act reveal the

Ministry of Tourism had proposed

a departure tax of $15.

“Upon reviewing the pros and

cons of the proposal, the Prime

Minister made a decision not to

proceed,” a Ministry of Tourism

spokesman said.  A spokeswoman

for the PM said a departure tax

was no longer being considered.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090326.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090402.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090420.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090803.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=423
http://www.nzonline.org.nz/TeAnauNewZealand.htm
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=423
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Paraparaumu Airport Development “Outstanding News”
A $450 million redevelopment of
Paraparaumu Airport has been given the
green light following an Environment Court
decision. The decision paves the way for
extending the main runway, shifting and
shortening the east-west runway, and creating
an industrial park on the 127-hectare site.
Paraparaumu Airport Ltd chairman Sir John
Goulter told the Dominion Post that the
decision was great news for the community.
“The main priority now is to establish a
terminal and reseal the main runway,
including some leveling work, as a precursor
to Air New Zealand commencing regular
flights to and from Paraparaumu.”
The aim is to establish Air NZ services,
tentatively planned for the end of 2010, with
50-pax Bombardier Q300 planes operating to
Auckland and Christchurch, in addition to the
existing air2there services.
Nature Coast Tourism Chief Executive Glen
O’Brien says this is a once in a lifetime
opportunity. “It’s going to be a fantastic
catalyst for growth and development in the
region.”
Chris Barber, Nature Coast’s Regional
Tourism Manager, says it’s going to be an

airport with a pretty impressive view. “How
many airports in New Zealand are going to
have an outlook like Kapiti? We’ve been
waiting for this outcome for a long time.
“We’ve done the background – the tourism
community have been working really hard
together to make this region an amazing
place for visitors.”

Celebrations all round from Chris Barber,
Regional Tourism Manager, Nature Coast;
Anthony Wackrow, Paraparaumu Airport
Manager; Kellie Brown, Communications
& Events, Nature Coast; Glen O’Brien,
Chief Executive, Nature Coast.

Southern Coromandel Agents Famil
Southern Coromandel Lodges hosted an
agents famil at the end of last month to
increase awareness, not only of its three
lodges, but also of what the area has to offer.
The famil included a presentation on the
Gold Discovery Centre from Eddie Morrow,
CEO of the Vision Waihi Trust, and an
update on what’s happening in Waihi,
including the Paeroa-to-Waihi cycle trail and
next year’s planned Multi Sport Event for
Waihi and Waihi Beach.

Also in the program was a
two-hour tour of the
Martha Mine, followed by
drinks at Poets Corner
Lodge, dinner at Manawa
Ridge and breakfast at
Waihi Beach Lodge.
There was time for Harley-
Davidson rides provided
by Harley Tours New
Zealand and a walk on
magnificent Waihi Beach.
The famil rounded off with
a walk in the Karangahake
Gorge to look at the

of the late 1800s.
Greg Whyte of Southern Coromandel Lodges
said “The post famil feedback has been
extremely positive, as most if not all the
agents knew very little of Southern
Coromandel and now have a greater
understanding of what is on offer by way of
quality hosted accommodation and
activities.”
www.southerncoromandellodges.co.nz/

remnants of the gold mining

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090326.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090402.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090420.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090803.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=423
http://dubaitourism.ae
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=423
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Queenstown Jazz Festival  Strikes New Chord

Prime Minister Forges Historical LinkRecord Season for Cardrona
Cardrona Alpine Resort has broken its accumulated snowfall
record by over a metre, with 317cm of snowfall this season.
The previous biggest year on record was 2004 (213cm).

Prime Minister John Key has expressed excitement and
approval, on touring the latest developments at the Waitangi
Treaty Grounds.
In the company of CEO Jeanette Richardson and Waitangi
National Trust Board Chair Jeremy Williams, the PM has
inspected progress on nearly $6 million worth of
improvements and restoration, scheduled for completion
before the busy summer tourism season.  The work has been
funded by the Trust, 90% from its own reserves.
“There’s a lot of development work going on, and there’s no
doubt that anyone coming anywhere near the Far North is
going to want to visit the Treaty Grounds to get a sense of
New Zealand’s cultural history,” commented the Prime
Minister.  “The investment that is going on here is world-
class, and they (the Trust) should be commended for what
they are doing.”

In addition to his interest as Tourism Minister, Mr Key’s visit
also reaffirmed the long-standing connection between the
Treaty Grounds and the incumbent Prime Minister, who has a
right to sit on the Trust Board as one of four ex-officio
members.
Chair Jeremy Williams says: “With the very evident interest
of Mr Key, we are delighted that the wishes of Lord Bledisloe
are being acknowledged by the new government.  When the
estate was gifted to all New Zealanders, Lord Bledisloe was
keen to elicit the support and involvement of the government,
although he was also determined that the estate would remain
apolitical and independently funded.”
Jeanette Richardson says “the visit was a great boost to
everyone who works at, and contributes to the Treaty
Grounds and it was a delight to show the Prime Minister what
is happening in preparation for this summer.”

Pacific Horizon Motorhomes Wins
Contact Centre Award
Pacific Horizon Motorhomes won the award for best Contact
Centre: Travel & Transport Sector, for the second year
running at a gala event at SKYCITY last Friday night.
The 2009 CRM Contact Centre Awards, attended by some
440-plus industry professionals, showcased the best in New
Zealand Contact Centres. The awards recognise excellence in
standards of customer service and follow an intensive series
of assessments. Companies are anonymously audited by
phone and e-mail and judged against set criteria such as
greeting, answering time, call control, product knowledge,
sales awareness and professionalism, amongst others.

The record amount of
snow has provided
excellent on and off piste
conditions and will ensure
that the resort’s popular
terrain park features stay
in top shape as the
mountain crew have
ample snow to work with.
Cardrona’s high base
elevation (1670m) also
means the snow stays in
good condition down to
the base buildings.
To celebrate spring
Cardrona is offering
Sensational Spring
Workshops throughout September. Afternoon lessons are only
$40pp (limited spaces available) providing skiers and
boarders a chance to polish their technique before the end of
the season.

Queenstown swings into spring next month with some
exciting changes to its 31st annual jazz festival.
A carnival atmosphere will take over the town as the ASB
Queenstown JazzFest brings music to the masses in a 10-day
live music celebration 17-26OCT.
A line-up of more than 50 bands and 200 Kiwi and
international performers will deliver a programme of free
gigs, ticketed headline concerts, musical development and
youth competition.
Blues, Big Band Swing, R&B, Latin sounds, Dixie bands,
and jazz-influenced dance music are just a few of the
international jazz styles that will be showcased around the
district.
This year’s lineup includes top Kiwi entertainers Rodger
Fox and Ray Woolf, the Neil Cowley Trio direct from the
UK, multi-talented singer-songwriter Caitlin Smith, the
Baden Project, Tambolele, and Tahuna Breaks.  New
Zealand’s foremost drummer Frank Gibson, saxophonist
Lewis McCallum, blues boys Mike Frost and the Icemen,
and King Leo and the Growling Dogs are also back by
popular demand.

The ASB Queenstown JazzFest attracts approximately 21,000
visitors to the region over Labour Weekend and injects
approximately $6 million into the local economy.
Festival tickets go on sale today 08SEP online through
www.asbjazzfest.co.nz, or by calling TicketDirect on 0800
224 224.

“Flight of the Conchords”
versus a Real New Zealand Consulate
They say all publicity is good publicity.  The Chicago
Tribune must have been having a quiet day, news wise.
Reporter Christopher Borrelli, having spent his Sunday
nights watching Jemaine and Bret on HBO’s Flight of the
Conchords, decided to check if the real New Zealand
Consulate in the Windy City was anything like the one
occupied by Murray, the folk duo’s hapless manager and our
deputy cultural attaché in the Big Apple.
Borrelli found that the Conchords weren’t there; however,
there were some similarities. And the honorary consul
turned out to be someone who helped change forever NZ’s
railway system.     Click Here to read the story.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090326.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090402.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090420.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090803.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=423
http://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/tv/chi-0811-conchords-consulateaug11,0,5729605.story
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=423


20090908                       www.travelmemo.co.nzPage 5

AUSTRALIA

SATC Famil a Great Taste of SA

Australia is to make a bid to get a big slice of the global health tourism estimated

to be worth more than US$1 trillion.   AAP reports that more than 60

representatives from the Australian tourism, health, medical and government

sectors had issued a joint declaration to push into the untapped industry.

The South Australian Tourism Commission
(SATC), in conjunction with Air New
Zealand, recently hosted eight travel agents
on a 7-day famil of South Australia. It
focused on Adelaide and the State’s food and
wine regions, with day trips to the Barossa
and Adelaide Hills.
The group also enjoyed an extended stay on
the Murray River. Amazed at how much
water was still in the Murray River, the
group enjoyed a sunset BBQ on their
houseboat and the following night relaxed on
Captain Cook’s Murray Princess, taking part
in some onshore activities.
The Adelaide Central Market and Rundle
Mall proved very popular with the group,

with many of the agents returning on their
free afternoon. The agents were also
surprised at the range of activities and
attractions available within a 20-minute drive
of Adelaide CBD, and were impressed by the
quality accommodation options available.
Pictured at dinner on Captain Cook’s Murray
Princess (L to R): Teresa Steegstra (House
of Travel Rotorua), Angela Bertram,
Joellene Guttenbeil and Richard Johnson
(all from Go Hols AKL), Joanne King
(Flight Centre AKL), Julia Broadley-Ryan
(Sales Development Services), Jody
Manning (House of Travel  Product CHC),
Adrienne Bell (Sales Development
Services), and Stacey Cant (SATC).

Hamilton Island Golf Club
Hamilton Island Golf Club has officially
opened as the only 18-hole championship
golf course on its own island in Australia.
The event was marked by an official
handover between designer, champion golfer
Peter Thomson AO CBE, and Hamilton
Island’s owner, Bob Oatley.
The course has been tipped to quickly gain a
reputation as one of the best courses in the
world, not least because of the stunning
views of the Whitsunday Islands from many
of the holes. The 6,120 meters, par 71 course
sits on its own island called Dent Island, just
a five-minute ferry ride from Hamilton
Island. It has been designed not only to test
the golfing proficiency of resort guests, but
also to challenge the world’s professionals.
The course makes the most of the island’s
natural and rugged beauty and works with
the landform, offering variety and
excitement. Its crowning glory is the
clubhouse, ideally perched to take in the
views of Passage Peak and the Coral Sea.
Opening packages are being offered.
www.hamiltonislandgolfclub.com.au

Movie Stunt Experience
Movie Stunt Experience is
the newest adrenalin
attraction on the Gold
Coast. Experience what
it’s like to be an action
movie star in half or full
day activities with
Hollywood trained
instructors. The purpose
built venue allows anyone
over the age of 14 to
participate in a number of
activities used by action movie makers such
as wire work, commando style abseiling
(including window penetrations), film
fighting and many other techniques and
tricks used in all the popular blockbuster
films.
The Movie Stunt Experience has been
designed by Colin Handley, the principal of
the Australian Stunt Academy, who has
worked on more than a hundred Hollywood
projects alongside such names as
Schwarzenegger, Stallone and Van Damme.
www.moviestuntexperience.com

Opera Hits a High Note in the Outback
Opera in the Outback returns for its ninth performance year 08-10OCT in the
bushland at Undara in Queensland’s tropical savannah.
Featuring three nights of entertainment, the stunning outdoor event will open in
2009 with the world premiere of a 50-minute play called “When the Wheels Fell
off the World” written, directed and performed by a local Cairns troupe. The Friday
and Saturday night operas, “Highlights of Opera” and Puccini’s “La Boheme” will
be performed by Melbourne-based Iopera. Dress code is optional and guest styles
range from black tie to casual. Accommodation is available in tents, the wilderness
lodge and restored railway carriages. Camping sites are also available. Access is by
road or air. Visit http://undara.com.au/activities/opera-in-the-outback

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090326.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090402.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090420.pdf
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http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=423
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The Green Challenge
Opening 19SEP, Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary’s
all-new, exhilarating treetops ropes course – the
Green Challenge – presented in association with
Adventure Parc – is the newest nature-based
adventure experience for the Gold Coast.
Sixty-five challenges, over four separate courses,
will weave their way through the eucalypt and
rainforest canopy, taking visitors higher and
further into the spectacular natural setting.
The Green Challenge takes elements of SAS
commando training delivered as safe, fun and
exciting treetops ropes courses for kids and adults.
Click Here for details.

Tamborine Rainforest Skywalk
Tamborine Rainforest Skywalk is a 300m long
canopy walk, soaring 30m above the Gold Coast
hinterland with spectacular panoramic views
across the valley and rainforest canopies below.
Guests begin their walk on a spectacular elevated
walkway running through the middle and upper
canopies of the rainforest descending gradually to
the lower canopy and following points of interest,
including rock pools and waterfalls, a butterfly
lookout, local history enclosure and sheltered rest
areas along the way.
www.rainforestskywalk.com.au

SOUTH PACIFIC

Gold Coast Farmers Market
Marina Mirage Farmers Markets have re-launched
along the Gold Coast Broadwater in the
beautifully renovated dining and fashion centre of
Marina Mirage.
Specialising in fresh produce, gourmet foods and
exclusive cosmetic items the Marina Mirage
Farmers Markets are open from 7am to noon on
the 1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday of every month.
More: www.marinamirage.com.au

Tourism Fiji unveils Fiji’s ‘Adventure Capital’ to Kiwi Agents
Tourism Fiji has
unveiled one of Fiji’s
newest faces to a key
group of Kiwi agents, at
the same time
introducing many of the
new and exciting holiday
options now on offer on
the recently-rebranded
Pacific Coast region of
Viti Levu.
While in Fiji the five
agents participating in
the national tourist
office’s ‘Thrill Me’
educational sampled
several of the region’s
newest soft adventure activities.
These included treetop ziplining with
ZipFiji and white-water rafting as part of
the ‘Rivers Fiji’ program as well as
experiencing the huge array of adventure
sports on offer at the activity-oriented
Uprising Beach Resort.
The agents also visited Lalati resort on
Beqa Island, while cultural activities
included a visit to the Arts Village at
Deuba.
Hotel and resort partners assisting
Tourism Fiji in the educational included
The Pearl South Pacific Resort, Spa &
Championship Golf Course, Taunovo Bay
Resort & Spa, Uprising Beach Resort and
Lagoon Resort.
Tourism Fiji Regional Director New
Zealand Sala Toganivalu, who
accompanied the agents in Fiji, said the

focus of the program was specifically set
on alerting participants to the huge array of
travel product now available on the Pacific
Coast.
Ms Toganivalu said the group also had an
opportunity to see first-hand the Pacific
Coast’s potential to the Kiwi romantic
travel and family markets.
“This is part and parcel of our ongoing
efforts to spread tourism geographically to
other regions of Fiji while at the same time
giving New Zealanders even more reason
to visit the destination,” she said.

Tourism Fiji Regional Director New Zealand,

Sala Toganivalu; Tim Uelese, Go Holidays;

Amanda Meredith, Infinity Holidays; Tanya
Nottle, House of Travel; Nicky McNab,

Barrington Flight Centre, and Ruby Tai Tin,

Lifestyle Holidays.

Early Bird for Blue Lagoon
Dateline Cruise
Blue Lagoon Cruises has announced it will
again offer ‘early bird’ rates on the last
remaining 7-day ‘Historical & Cultural
Dateline Cruises’ it has scheduled for 2009.
Departing Lautoka on 09NOV, MV Fiji
Princess cruises to the largely uncharted and
seldom visited reaches comprising Fiji’s
remote north-eastern tip.
All bookings for any of the three departures
received prior to 30SEP will qualify for the
30% ‘early bird’ discount which brings
prices down to NZ$2316* per person twin
share, a saving of NZ$933 per person.
For itinerary details visit
www.bluelagooncruises.com.
*Conditions apply. Please note prices do not include
international airfares or beverages (other than tea or
coffee).

Hot Deal at Westin Denarau
Adventure World has a great deal at The
Westin Denarau Island Resort & Spa, Fiji.
Sell five nights in a tropical garden room,
including breakfast daily and return airport
transfers from just $545pp share twin.
As part of Fiji’s only integrated resort
complex, the Westin Denarau affords guests
access to all of the facilities at the three
surrounding resorts including four swimming
pools, 18 restaurants and bars, an 18-hole
championship golf course, 10 tennis courts,
the sublime Heavenly Spa by Westin,
extensive water sports and daily recreation
programs.
For sale until 24DEC09 and travel 24SEP-
23DEC09; and 13JAN-31MAR10, subject to
availability.  Phone Adventure World’s South
Pacific specialists on 09-539 8106.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090326.pdf
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Hilton Rarotonga Lease Terminated
Takitumu Paramount Chief Pa Marie Ariki has
terminated the 60-year lease on her people’s Vaimaanga
property, site of the ill-fated Sheraton, and later Hilton,
resort developments.
Cook Islands Times Online reports that Pa Ariki moved
to re-enter the property following news of mounting
financial difficulties for Strategic Finance, which took
over as the property’s mortgagee in the wake of the
bankruptcy of developer Dan McEwan. The land and
buildings once again belong to Pa Ariki and the paper
says she will now turn her attention to identifying a
further interested party.
McEwan’s partner in the Hilton venture, Cook Islander
Tim Tepaki, is reported to be confident of raising funds
to complete the development and believes he can give it
another shot once he has completed the refinancing of
his businesses and when the three local accommodation
properties he owns can be used to raise more funds.

Raro Airport Terminal Progress
Cook Islands Times Online reports that work on erecting
the roof trusses for the new airport terminal at
Rarotonga have begun at the eastern end of the building,
where the VIP lounge is situated. The arrivals building
will continue to be used until the Pacific Mini Games
end, after which it will be demolished as construction
continues towards the western side of the terminal.
The new Glidepath baggage carousel has been installed
and a temporary shelter erected for the loading bay.

ASIA

Stay Pay Golfing Special in Samoa
Adventure World has a Stay 5 Pay 4 special at Aggie
Grey’s Hotel from $549pp share twin. The price
includes 5 nights standard room accommodation,
breakfast daily and return airport transfers.  Bonus: 1 x
Green fees voucher per person per day at the Royal
Samoa Country Club. Must book by 31DEC09, for
travel up to 31MAR10.  Phone Adventure World’s South
Pacific specialists on 09-539 8106 for details.

Rock Climbing Courses in Thailand
Anantara Si Kao Resort & Spa, south
of Krabi in a hidden corner of
Thailand, has launched a series of rock
climbing courses which range from a
simple half-day workshop to a thrilling
three-day journey that will test
participants to the limit. Each course is
designed to be fun and challenging for
the beginner climber through to an
advanced level.
The natural environment around the
resort offers the perfect setting to
embark on a thrilling new activity that
promises to take participants out of
their comfort zone.
Safety is paramount on the courses and
the trained instructors will attend to
every individual’s needs and
requirements to ensure they scale new
heights in terms of their personal
achievement.

Ton-Sai Beach, a 20-minute ride by
longtail boat from Ao Nang Beach, to
learn new skills or improve their
technique.
Then at the end of their adventure,
guests will retreat to the luxury of
Anantara Si Kao. The resort offers 138
guest rooms and suites, each featuring
private balconies overlooking the
ocean or tropical landscape. The
Anantara Suites offer expansive space,
oversized bathtubs and polished teak
furnishings, while the Anantara Pool
Suites boast their own private plunge
pools.
All courses include transfers, boat
trips and equipment.
The half-day course includes: Top
rope climbing; Basic safety
instruction; Hotel pick up from
Anantara Si Kao Resort & Spa; Fruit
and water.   Cost: THB 14,000
The 1-day course includes: Top rope
climbing; Exploration through Khoa
Luk Choee Cave; Rappelling /
Abseiling; Hotel pick up from
Anantara Si Kao Resort & Spa; Lunch
and water.    Cost: THB 14,800
The 3-day course will cover:  Self
rescue, and rope technique; Top rope
climbing; Rappelling; Lead climbing;
Multi-pitch climbing; Copy of course
booklet; Certificate and T-shirt; Hotel
pick up from Anantara Si Kao Resort
& Spa; Lunch daily and drinking
water.   Cost: THB 39,000
For info email sikao@anantara.com

The courses will give climbers an
opportunity to experience the beauty of
the diverse geography of the Sikao
area including white powder beaches,
limestone cliffs, rainforests, mangrove
reserves, caves and waterfalls.
Each day, climbers will travel to Ao

Samui, Bangkok Airways
in Top Ten
Samui Airport has been named in the world’s
top ten in the “Best Airports Worldwide”
category for the 4th consecutive year in the
Smart Travel Asia online travel magazine’s
2009 poll. Samui Airport, the only regional
airport on the list, handles over 6 million
passengers and more than 15,000 flights per
year mainly by Bangkok Airways and other
airlines such as Thai Airways International.
Bangkok Airways was ranked in the top ten
in the “Best Cabin Service Worldwide”
category. The result follows repeated success
in winning the annual assessment of the
Skytrax World Airline Award as the “Best
Regional Airline” six times in a row since
2004.

Balinese Culture
to be Copywrited
Balinese artists have been accusing
Malaysia of trying to hijack their
traditional dances to bolster Malaysia’s
tourism and the Bali Cultural Directorate
is now taking steps to “patent” Balinese
music, dance, theatre, architecture,
traditional organizations and the Bali-
Hindu philosophical tradition.
The move follows use of Balinese
Dances in a Discovery Channel
documentary on Malaysia, something the
Malaysian government says was done
without its involvement or endorsement.
Bali Discovery Tours reports that
Indonesian cultural circles, though, are
adamant that steps must be taken to
safeguard Indonesia from cultural
pretenders.
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Japan Feels Pain
According to the Japan National Tourism Organisation, the
number of foreign tourists to Japan declined 23% to 633,000
in JUL09, the ninth consecutive double-digit year-on-year
decline.
The sharp decrease in the number of foreign tourists was
attributed mainly to the global economic slowdown,
appreciation of the Japanese yen and spread of H1N1 Swine
Flu.
The biggest downturns were in tourists from Singapore, down
35%, followed by China and South Korea, down 33% and
28%, respectively.
In JUL09, 1.29 million Japanese travelled aboard, down 3%.

50 Accor Hotels for India within Three Years
Accor plans to open 45 new hotels in 15 Indian cities over
the next three years.  The chain already has five properties on
the sub-continent and says the expansion will include its
Sofitel, Ibis, Novotel, Mercure and Pullman brands.
The first of the new hotels, an Ibis, is due to open next month
in Pune, and three new hotels, an Ibis, Novotel and Pullman
will open in Aerocity, the “hospitality” district at Delhi
International Airport.  India’s first five-star Sofitel is due to
open in Mumbai next year.

The President of the Maldives, the world’s lowest-lying

country and therefore ostensibly the world’s most

threatened nation from climate change, has announced

that, from next year, every arriving tourist will be charged

a “green tax” of US$30. The President says he wants his

26-atoll nation to become carbon neutral within ten years.

Bali’s Governor has asked local authorities to refuse

permission for the building of a night club on the site of

the former Sari Club, destroyed by a terrorist bomb on

12OCT02.  Bali Discovery Tours reports that an

Australian organization hopes to erect a “peace park”

on the site, which is immediately across the street from

the monument listing the names of the 202 people

killed in the attack.

HKTB and CX Host Travel Managers Group
The Hong Kong Tourism Board and Cathay Pacific recently
hosted eight top-selling agents from Travel Managers New
Zealand in Hong Kong.  During the group’s four days in
Hong Kong they enjoyed an itinerary of sightseeing, dining
and shopping.  Highlights included a day at Hong Kong
Disneyland, a seafood dinner at Lamma Island and a day on
Lantau Island visiting the Giant Buddha and Tai O Fishing
Village.
Pictured (L to R) at the Giant Buddha on Lantau Island are:
Back row: Simone Chan, HKTB; David Wallace, Sidney
Yap, Travel Managers; Heather Whiteman, Fine Travel;
Manjula Sanis Walgampola, Katrina Smith, Travel
Managers; Victor Anderson, Cathay Pacific.
Front row: Elleysen Tan, Elite Travel Services; Novita
Parulian, Travel Managers; Yumiko Oba, Eastrain.

THE AMERICAS
LAN Boosts Ushuaia Schedule
LAN Airlines is to increase in flights from Buenos Aires to
Ushuaia to meet peak season demand for leisure cruises to
Antarctica.
During the period NOV09-APR10, LAN will operate daily
flights to the southernmost city in the world, three of which
will operate nonstop from Aeroparque Airport, Buenos Aires.
The other four (Mon, Wed, Thu and Sat) will operate via
Calafate, in Argentine Patagonia, the gateway to the Glaciers
National Park.
Ushuaia itself has much to offer, including the Tierra del
Fuego national park, rich with waterfalls, glaciers, forests
and wildlife, and the skifields of Cerro Castor, a short drive
from the city centre. From the city there is also a 100-minute
scenic rail journey aboard the ‘End Of The World Train’, and
Ushuaia is a tax free zone with local and imported shopping
bargains.

25% off Galapagos with Gecko’s
Gecko’s has an
“outrageous” offer of 25%
off the price of Galapagos
Cruises.  This offer applies
to Gecko’s Complete
Galapagos, Galapagos
Adventure and Galapagos
at a Glance bookings made
and deposited between
04SEP09 up to and
including 16DEC09. The
25% discount is available
for travel on tour departures
before 31DEC09.

Click here to view the flier, which can be customised for
your store, so you can send it out to your database.  E-mail:
griff@peregrineadventures.com
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AFRICA Qantas Short-life Fares to Africa
Qantas has released short-life economy class fares from
AKL / WLG / CHC / ZQN to Southern Africa, available
for sale until Tuesday 15SEP09.
The return economy class fares are: JNB $2210*;
CPT $2240*;  BFN / DUR / ELS / KIM / PLZ $2340*
Sales: 04SEP-15SEP09 for travel commenced 04SEP-
15NOV09.
Note: Inbound seats are limited from 29NOV09 to
28JAN10.
*Fares include ticket surcharges & taxes correct as at 04SEP09

Africa Safari Savings
Acacia Africa has announced savings of 50%, 25% and
10% on selected overland safaris departing in 2009, says
Adventure World. For example, the 25-day South West
Safari from Johannesburg to Cape Town via Botswana,
Zambia and Namibia is now priced from $1594 (that’s a
25% saving, was $2125) plus US$680 basic local
payment, for 08, 15, 22, 28OCT; 26NOV and 10DEC09
departures only. New bookings only, for sale 01-30SEP09.
For a list of overland safaris with discounts contact
Adventure World on 09-539 8100.

Luxury Singita Lodges Special
Adventure World has a special at Singita, combining
luxury stays at Kruger National Park and Sabi Sand
lodges. Enjoy two nights at Singita Kruger National Park
(Lembombo or Sweni Lodges) and two nights at Singita
Sabi Sand (Ebony or Boulders Lodges) and one flight
between the lodges is complimentary.  That’s a flight
saving of $350pp on the flight between lodges.
A four-night luxury stay is priced from $7316pp share
twin. This special offer includes minimum 4 nights
accommodation (2 nights at Singita Sabi Sand and 2 nights
at Singita Kruger National Park), one flight between the
lodges, all meals and drinks (some exclusions), mountain
biking, archery, two land rover safaris a day and walking
safaris, laundry and valet services.
For travel until 15DEC09.  Excludes flights ex
Johannesburg.
Ask Adventure World about Singita Grumeti Reserves and
Singita Kruger National Park standalone specials, phone
09-539 8100.

EUROPE
Splendour of Maharajas at V&A
Maharaja: The Splendour of India’s
Royal Courts will open at the V&A in
London on 10OCT – the first
exhibition to explore the world of the
maharajas and their culture. More
than 250 objects will be on display,
many on loan to the UK for the first
time from India’s royal
collections. The exhibition will
cover the period from the
18th century, when the
era of the maharajas
began, to the end of
British rule in 1947.
The exhibition will include three thrones, a silver gilt
howdah, gem-encrusted weapons, court paintings,
photographs, a Rolls-Royce, Indian turban jewels and
jewellery commissioned from Cartier and Van Cleef &
Arpels.

Tourism in France, the world’s top holiday destination,

held up over the summer months because a rise in

domestic holiday-makers offset a sharp drop in foreign

visitors, according to government data released last week.

Lighting Hadrian’s Wall
The landscape and heritage of Hadrian’s Wall will be
celebrated later this year with plans to illuminate the ancient
monument.
The 1900-year-old wall, which ran 117km clear across
England, has been a World Heritage Site since 1987 and
there is now a Hadrian’s Wall Path National Trail which
provides an unbroken signposted walk along the route.
www.hadrians-wall.org

Annie Get Your Gun for West End
Irving Berlin’s multi-award-winning musical Annie Get Your
Gun returns to the London stage next month, starring Jane
Horrocks, who was Edina’s PA, Bubble, in the TV series
Absolutely Fabulous and star of the movie Little Voice.
The show’s songs include There’s No Business Like Show
Business, Doin’ What Comes Naturally and Anything You
Can Do I Can Do Better.
Annie Get Your Gun runs 03OCT-02JAN10.

Eurostar has welcomed its 100

millionth passenger just 15 years after

the high-speed rail service began

linking London with Paris and Brussels.
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Luxury in a 700-Year-Old Gatehouse
An unusual luxury self-catering
property has just opened near
Chepstow in South Wales.
The medieval Gatehouse, built
around 700 years ago in the reign of
Edward I, has been carefully restored
and now offers a loft-style living area
within its ancient structure, retaining
the beams, thick walls, and stone
mullion windows. The
accommodation includes a wood-
burning stove as well as modern

luxuries such as a TV and DVD player and iPod docking facility. Visitors
can climb up their own private tower
to the viewing platform offering
360-degree views.
The owners have been presented
with an award for their building
conservation work on the project.
The Gatehouse accommodates two
people and costs from £500 for
seven nights or £125 a night for
short breaks of two nights.
www.welshgatehouse.com

AVIATION
QF Canberra Business up for Tender
Qantas, which for decades has been able to count on Canberra
for hundreds of millions of dollars worth of high-yield Federal
Government travel business each year, is now facing tough
competition.
The Government’s Department of Finance last week put up for
tender its entire domestic and international air travel needs. It
has called three tenders, for domestic air travel, international
air travel, and for travel management services for the “whole of
Australian government”.
This is also the first time the tender will not be awarded by
separate government departments.
The Age reports that despite Canberra having in place a best
fare of the day policy, some of Qantas’s rivals complain it has
not always been strictly adhered to by various departments.
This policy requires departments to book flights based on the
most competitive fares, and disregard the ability of public
servants to accumulate loyalty points and gain access to
lounges.
It has been argued for years that public servants have preferred
flying Qantas for this reason. Virgin Blue has claimed the
Government could save 25% in costs by enforcing a best fare
of day approach.

Standby Student Fares for DUD, HLZ
The Otago Daily Times reports that standby air
fares are to be offered by Air New Zealand to
University of Otago and Otago Polytechnic
students, and to Waikato University students, as
part of a trial.
The trial promotion commenced on Monday and
ends Sunday 04OCT, enabling students with carry-
on baggage to turn up at Hamilton or Dunedin
airports and purchase one way or a return ticket on
flights that have unsold seats.
The month-long trial would be judged on a range
of factors, including its popularity, if it helped
stimulate the market and if it was easy for airline
staff to administer, he said.
Student standby fares were last offered by the
airline in the early 1990s and few airlines used
them today, he said.
The airline made no money from empty seats, but
by trialling student standby fares the airline
helped fill the aircraft and gauge interest in last-
minute travel.
www.studentstandby.co.nz

CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS
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Mobile Phone Apps from Jetstar
Jetstar has launched the next phase of its
website technology with New Zealand
customers now able to purchase a fare or
change their booking* at Jetstar.com via their
mobile phone.
Jetstar last year launched a specially-
designed version of its website to allow
seamless internet browsing for 3G mobile
technology.
In the next stage of the technology roll-out,
Jetstar customers have the convenience of
being able to purchase a fare or change their
booking no matter where they are, by
accessing Jetstar.com from either an iPhone
or regular internet enabled mobile handset.
The new mobile phone website technology is
available in both English and Japanese.
Jetstar CEO Bruce Buchanan said “This is an
important stepping stone in our mobile
initiatives to improve our mobile-user
experience and it sets us up well for the
future introduction of SMS boarding pass

technology which will be introduced later
this year in another global first.
“With the combination of these technologies,
it will mean that passengers can browse our
website, purchase a fare and then check-in,
all by their mobile phone.”
Jetstar was the second carrier in the world to
introduce JetSMS in June 2004, which
allowed passengers to make ticketless flight
bookings 24 hours a day via text message.
The airline plans to launch SMS boarding
pass technology across the Australian and
New Zealand domestic networks prior to the
end of 2009.
Jetstar.com is accessible to more than 3,000
types of mobile devises that are Internet
enabled, ranging from Personal Digital
Assistances, such as iPhone and Blackberry,
down to a standard 3G phone.

*Changes to bookings can be made via mobile
phone only if the passenger has no Special
Service Request (SSR) attached to their booking.

Korean Air Refitting
Aircraft Seats
Korean Air has commenced
refurbishing its mid and long-haul
passenger aircraft and installing
next generation premium seats.
Between now and APR11, KE will
refurbish 32 B777 and A330
aircraft with Kosmo Suites (First
Class), Prestige Sleeper (Prestige
Class) and New Economy seats.
In addition, seats in all classes will
be fitted with the latest AVOD
entertainment systems.

Ryanair Ups Baggage Charges
by 50%
Ryanair is to lift the charge for hold-stowed
bags from £20 to £30 each from 01OCT for
those pax who check in at the airport. The
checking in of one bag online will rise from
£10 to £15.
In future, Ryanair will allow customers to
check two bags into the hold, each with a
maximum weight of 15kg. The price will be
£35 for online check-in and £70 with airport
check-in.
Under the new regime, sports equipment
such as a set of golf clubs will be charged at
£50 if checked in at the airport, while the
excess baggage fee is a hefty £20 a kilo.
The higher price is part of a wider change of
policy that will see customers who want to
check a second bag into the hold paying as
much as £70.
Ryanair says these baggage fees are all
avoidable by choosing to travel with carry-on
luggage only.

Queue-Jump for $10
Southwest Airlines is now charging
passengers US$10 each way to board flights
before general check-in starts, but after
premium passengers, including those flying
Business Select.
The service, known as EarlyBird Check-in,
allows passengers to select seats and secure
overhead bin space, an advantage for pax of
an airline that does not typically assign seats.

easyJet has announced proposals to

reduce its flying programme at Luton by

20% and to close its East Midlands base.

The airline will move this capacity to more

profitable airports and expects that most

of the aircraft will be redeployed to

continental European bases.

Singapore Airlines has decided to defer

the deliveries of eight Airbus 380s by up to

a year.  SIA has arranged with Airbus for

its 12th to 19th aircraft to now arrive six to

12 months later than originally planned.

Face Issues with SIA
Sponsorship
Singapore Airlines has had to defend the
decision of its New Zealand office to sponsor
a Kiwi junior dragon boat team at the World
Championships in Prague.
On their return, the Singapore team’s
supporters took SIA to task through the
Straits Times for not sponsoring their
paddlers, who had won the World
Championships Junior trophy, taking four
golds, three silvers and one bronze in
competition with 24 other countries. The
New Zealand team, which was staying at the
same hotel as the Singaporeans, apparently
wore SIA-branded tee shirts everywhere.

Ryanair Traffic Hits Record High
Ryanair had a 19% lift in traffic for AUG09,
carrying a record 6.88m passengers, up from
5.78m in AUG08. Ryanair maintained its
90% load factor unchanged from last year by
increasing capacity in line with demand.

Star Alliance has launched Meetings Plus, a

global product for the meetings market.

Companies, meeting planners and incentive

agencies needing to organise gatherings

with participants from different countries

now have access to the entire Star Alliance

network by contracting their travel needs

through just one Star member airline.
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CRUISING
Cruising the World with Cruise West
Adventure World brings you the newly released Cruise
West Worldwide 2010/11 brochure, encompassing
small ship cruising in Alaska, Antarctica, Galapagos
Islands, Panama Canal & Costa Rica, Mexico and the
Voyages of the Great Explorers.
Brochure is in US$ - priced into NZ$ at time of
booking.
• Alaska Shipboard Credits up to US$100pp.
• 2010 Early Booking Savings until 20NOV09.
• More inclusions that other cruise liners charge

extra for.
• One Shore Excursion at every port.
• Gratuities are neither required nor expected.
For all your Cruise West bookings phone Adventure
World on 09-524 5118.

Cruise West’s Voyages
of the Great Explorers
These are a collection of 24 individual
voyages within six themed chapters that
reflect exploits of legendary seafarers.
Cruise West’s flagship, the 120-guest all-
suite Spirit of Oceanus will spend 335 days
circumnavigating the world through 242
ports and destinations, in 59 countries with
visits to 85 UNESCO World Heritage Sites
while crossing 14 oceans and seas, and
transiting four canals. Exploration begins
05MAR10.
Take advantage of the Early Booking
Saving - book and deposit with Adventure
World by 15OCT09 to save. The standalone
Voyages of the Great Explorers brochure is
now available in limited supply.
Call 09-524 5118.

Earn Extra Commission
with Cruise West
Simply by booking a selected 2010 Cruise
West departure in Alaska, Panama & Costa
Rica, Cocos Island, Mexico and British
Columbia, you can earn 15% commission.
Book and deposit by 20NOV09.
Extra commission applies to cruise only (A)
portion. Conditions apply.
Phone Adventure World on 09-524 5118l.

Man Overboard Stats
For those of a statistical bent who get caught
up in dinner party conversation on the
‘darker’ side of cruise holidays, the ultimate
resource is cruisejunkie.com, which details
incidents and other information on the cruise
industry.

Autumn Cruises & Christmas Markets with Viking

Save up to A$1000pp on China Cruises

Autumn and winter seasons in Europe are
some of the best times to take advantage of
shoulder and off season rates.  River cruisers
especially enjoy this season when they can
experience villages and cities on the rivers
with more locals than tourists.
Viking River Cruises is offering 10 special
departures for the autumn season in Europe
and two specially designed itineraries for the
Christmas Markets.
Viking’s Fall season cruises:  Romantic
Danube Nuremberg to Budapest; Rhine
Getaway (Amsterdam to Basel); Switzerland
to Belgium; Grand European (Budapest to
Amsterdam); Prague to Paris; Berlin to
Prague; Burgundy to Provence; Paris to
Normandy; Waterways of the Czars (St.
Petersburg to Moscow); Eastern European
Odyssey (Bucharest to Nuremberg).
The Christmas Markets cruises include the
Danube Delight (Vienna to Passau) and the
Danube Explorer (Nuremberg to Vienna).
Clients making a new booking and paying in
full before 30SEP09 can save A$500 per
person if they book a Cat A stateroom and

higher, and A$250pp if they book a Cat B
stateroom and lower.
“The Christmas Markets was my first river
cruise, “says Michele Saegesser, Vice
President of Sales North America and South
Pacific for Viking River Cruises.  “I didn’t
know what to expect the first time I did a
river cruise so I took a one-week trip on the
Danube Explorer itinerary.  When you are
sailing past beautiful little villages and towns
and seeing so much on the river, you realize
how much there is to see from the original
‘highways’ in Europe.  Now I see why our
passengers come back so often and
experience the vastness of our itineraries.”
“My second cruise was from Amsterdam to
Budapest,” says Saegesser. “There are some
similar stops on these two itineraries but
traveling in two different seasons was like
two totally different trips.  The fall season is
very relaxing and there is a wonderful
crispness in the air.  There is only one word
for the Christmas Markets season - magical.”
Click Here to download the Autumn
Specials flyer for details and conditions.

Viking River Cruises is offering savings of
up to A$1,000 per person on its 17-day
China’s Cultural Delights and 16-day Roof of
the World autumn 2009 cruise holidays.  On
Viking’s 12-day Imperial Jewels of China,
the saving is as much as A$750pp.

Click Here to download the details.
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JUST CRUISING ....

Asia  Cruises   from $1199

Caribbean Cruises   from US$399

South America Cruises  from US$1299

Mexico Cruises from US$399

Panama Canal Cruises  from $699

Europe Cruises   from US$899

Canada & New England Cruises   from US$899

Tel: 09-444 2298

Fax:09-442 4228

CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITE

THIS WEEK’S 5-DAY FLASH SPECIALS

River Cruises from
Amsterdam to the

Black Sea

2010 Preliminary Program Out Now

Record P&O Cruises Bookings
More Australians and New Zealanders made
bookings with P&O Cruises Australia in August
than in any other month in the company’s
history.
Releasing last month’s record figure of 30,000
bookings, Carnival Australia svp Jenny Lourey
said this more than doubled bookings in the
same month last year.
Lourey said there was a 213% increase in
bookings ex Auckland last month when
compared with AUG08. She says last month’s
bookings for cruises from Brisbane were double
those of last August and there was a 62% hike in
bookings for departures from Sydney.
Combined bookings in August for P&O Cruises
Australia’s Pacific Sun and Pacific Dawn and
Princess Cruises’ resident Dawn Princess and
Sun Princess ex-Sydney, Brisbane, Auckland,
Melbourne, Fremantle and Newcastle set
another record. They were 10% higher than
Carnival Australia’s previous best booking
month, which was January this year.

Hurtigruten Special
Extended
Hurtigruten has advised that
the sales period for the 2-for-1
special on selected Norwegian
Coastal Voyages has been
extended to 31OCT09.
The selected departure dates
are during OCT, NOV &
DEC09; and are ideal to
experience the magic coast of
Winter Norway, land of the
Polar Night and mystical
Northern Lights.
A new 2-for-1 special for
Antarctica is now also
available, covering selected
departures in NOV09.
Full details are available from
your local Cruise Wholesaler
or by emailing
hurtigruten@discovertheworld.co.nz

HAL’s Zaandam to Hawaii

RCI’s Brilliance Bound for Dubai
Royal Caribbean International’s Brilliance of the
Seas is scheduled to arrive at her new home port
Dubai on 18JAN10, followed by calls to Muscat,
Fujairah, Abu Dhabi and Bahrain, marking RCI’s
official entry into the Middle Eastern market.
The Dubai Department of Tourism and
Commerce (DTCM), which manages the Cruise
Terminal, predicts that the overall number of
cruise liner passengers in the Emirate, both
inbound and outbound, will reach over 260,000
this year; and next year Dubai expects a further
99 ships carrying over 383,000 passengers.
The Abu Dhabi Tourism Authority (ADTA)
expects nearly 200,000 arrivals in the Abu Dhabi

port next season, which runs from the end of
NOV09 to the beginning of MAY10, compared
to 125,000 in the same period this last year.
Oman’s Ministry of Tourism says the number of
ships docking in Oman in 2010 will increase by
40% compared to 2009.
Bookings for Brilliance of the Seas sailings are
performing well and are currently 8% ahead of
projections, with more than 70% coming from
the UK, followed by the USA and Germany. RCI
is seeing good levels of interest from the Middle
East markets and expect bookings to start
coming in soon.

Holland America Line’s Zaandam is set to
discover the Hawaiian Island chain in 2010 with
Circle Hawaii itineraries that offer guests
relaxing days at sea and islands to explore.
The 1,432-passenger ship will sail five 14-day
roundtrip San Diego cruises and one 15-day
voyage from Vancouver to San Diego. The

sailings are from OCT10 through DEC10.
Scheduled between two stretches of sea days are
back-to-back calls at Hawaii, Oahu, Kauai and
Maui — plus a call at Ensenada, Mexico —
before the ship returns to San Diego. Included in
the Hawaii cruise roster is a holiday sailing
departing 19DEC10.
Call Francis Travel Marketing for details.
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Orient-Express Road to Mandalay Back
After an absence of more than twelve months, Orient-
Express’ Road to Mandalay river cruiser is this week
back on Burma’s Ayeyarwady River, plying between
Bagan and Mandalay.
The relaunch follows a complete remodelling and
refurbishment after damage suffered in the aftermath of
Cyclone Nargis. The new-look ship now features larger
cabins and a capacity of just 82 passengers, down from
108, making an even more indulgent onboard experience.
As before, the Road to Mandalay will offer a range of
itineraries along Burma’s main artery giving passengers
access to the very heart of the country. Three, four and
seven night cruise itineraries between Bagan and
Mandalay will be a regular feature of the schedule as

ACCOMMODATION

with comfortable large cane sofas and chairs that have been
made in Yangon. The sun deck area will feature 15 new
‘steamer’ style deck chairs, also made in Yangon.
The indoor Piano Bar and Observation Lounge have also
been restyled with new wall fabrics and banquette seats. The
forward part of the Observation Lounge has new comfortable
rattan lounge chairs and ottomans adjacent to a small library
stocked with an array of interesting books about Burmese
history and culture.
The new Road To Mandalay Wellbeing Centre boasts
exercise machines, floor workout area and changing facilities.
Next door to this is the hair and beauty treatment area, which
offers a range of relaxing treatments using Decleor products.
New menus have been developed for the relaunch of the
restaurant by Executive Chef Christian Markert-Bourdon. A
buffet-style lunch is served on the Observation Deck or in the
Restaurant in seven different themes - Burmese, Shan, Thai,
Indonesian, Chinese, Indian and European. For dinner, guests
will be able to enjoy courses from the Asian and European
style menus that change daily.
Originally a traditional Rhine river cruiser, this deluxe ship
can now accommodate 82 guests, is air-conditioned
throughout and has accommodation across four decks
including a gourmet Restaurant, Piano Bar, Observation
Lounge, Alfresco Café, Sundeck with Pool, Signature
Boutique and Wellbeing Centre.

well as three special voyages each year to Bhamo, in the
remote northern area of the country. All itineraries can be
combined with stays in Yangon, Inle Lake or Ngapali on the
Indian Ocean.
On board, passengers can enjoy stylish new surroundings,
courtesy of lead interior designer Ali Kennedy in
collaboration with Ateliers de la Péninsule, that complement
the colour and atmosphere of the riverbanks seen through its
picture windows, whilst maintaining the ship’s relaxed and
comfortable feeling.
A new spacious Governor’s Suite and 34 new State and
Deluxe Cabins have been created with maximum comfort and
attractive en-suite bathrooms featuring Burmese Jade wall
tiles and large walk-in showers.
The restaurant, too, has received a complete makeover with a
fresh new colour scheme of soft yellows, greens and reds,
which complements the traditional Burmese natural matting
on the walls and ceiling, hand woven by local village
craftsmen. There is also craftsmanship in the detailed teak
wall carvings, which are handmade by Burmese artisans in
Amanpura near Mandalay. New chrome wall and standing
lights designed by Greck give the restaurant a more intimate
feel, which is decked out with furnishings covered in
luxurious Jim Thompson fabrics from Bangkok.
Outside, the Top Deck and Bar boast a newly laid teak floor
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Paihia Hotel in Choice’s Top Four
A New Zealand hotel has been named among the top four in
the Choice Hotels chain, taking out the ultimate prize for the
Clarion brand.
Karen and Richard Murphy, of Paihia’s Edgewater Palms,
were named the Clarion Collection Franchisees of the Year at
Choice Hotel’s recent annual conference held in Melbourne.
Judges said the property was a “luxuriously modern and fully
self-contained five-star Qualmark-rated waterfront property”
that provided “unparalleled standards”.  And the Murphy’s
“offer guests a level of warmth and welcome that
complements the first-class fit-out at this property perfectly”.
Two other New Zealand hotels were also recognised for their
excellence by winning Gold awards. They are: Comfort Inn
Fairmont (Hastings) and Quality Hotel Wellington.
In addition, Andrew Milne of Quality Hotel Wellington,
Arvin Singh of Quality Inn Angus (Wellington) and Darrin
Muggeridge of Quality Hotel Plymouth International (New
Plymouth) were named Champions of Choice.
And introduced this year is the Champions of Choice Honour
Roll, to recognise those who have been a multiple Champion
of Choice award winner. Two New Zealanders were admitted
to the Honour Roll: Fay Arnold (Comfort Hotel Wellington)
and Anne Lawson (Quality Inn West End, Auckland)
The Gold Awards recognise excellence in such business areas
as branding, marketing, customer relations, franchisor
relations, training and development, profitability and
amenities.
Champion of Choice awards recognise individuals for
exceptional service, individual effort and commitment to
building the Choice brand.
The winning hotels were nominated and judged by an
executive panel comprising members from Choice’s senior
management and franchise service team.
Winners of the Franchisee of the Year awards automatically
go into the running for Choice Hotels International’s
International Hotel of the Year Awards
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AIME 2010 Prospectus
The AIME 2010 prospectus containing important information regarding next
year’s event is now available to download from the AIME website.
“I encourage anyone interested in exhibiting at AIME 2010, including past
exhibitors and companies looking to participate for the first time to download
the prospectus today,” said Event Director, Rosemarie Sama.
“After a record breaking 2009 event we expect AIME to continue to grow in
2010. Our audited figures show that this year AIME attracted 298 new
exhibiting companies out of a record total of 854 exhibitors. With 92% of all
exhibitors surveyed intending to exhibit again next year, we believe re-
bookings and new bookings will continue to rise in 2010,” Ms Sama said.
http://www.aime.com.au/en/exhibiting/download-prospectus/

Stella, Travelsmart Enter New Supply Agreement

Kumuka Africa Famil
Invitation
Kumuka Worldwide is inviting
applications from Travel Agents
to join their upcoming land-only
South Africa Travel Agent
Educational Tour 09-13NOV.
Click Here to download details.

Free Bangkok Getaway
The Siam City Hotel is offering a free
night’s accommodation with breakfast at
its five-star Bangkok property to travel
industry professionals from now until
31MAR10. What’s more, for each
additional night you choose to stay on,
you need pay only US$65 single or
double occupancy in a newly-renovated
chic Thai-style Deluxe Room, inclusive
of daily buffet breakfast(s).
The hotel enjoys a “fabulous” city
location beside Phayathai Skytrain
station; just minutes from down-town
shopping at MBK, Siam Square, Central
World, Pratunam and Chatuchak
Weekend Market. Mix business with
pleasure and learn more about the Siam
City Hotel along the way!
Click Here for booking.
Terms & Conditions: Book before 31OCT09.
Free night & Room rate are nett - inclusive of
daily breakfast, service charge and government
tax. Appropriate industry employment
identification must be produced when making
booking or at check-in. Offer subject to
availability.

Stella Travel Services and Travelsmart have
announced a new agreement that will see
Travelsmart become fully owned by the
members of its franchise Group.
The move sees Stella Travel Services sell its
60% shareholding in Travelsmart back to the
Travelsmart shareholders.
Travelsmart has entered into a five-year
supply arrangement with Stella. The supply
agreement will see Travelsmart continue to
access land and package product through Go
Holidays, tickets through Smart Tickets as
well as Travelsmart’s existing suppliers.

Paice Yourself Today
Today’s PAICE business travel exhibition at SKYCITY
Auckland Convention Centre will act as a barometer of
business confidence and trends, says expo organiser Stu
Freeman of ProMag Publishing.
The 6th Pacific Area Incentives and Conferences Expo
(PAICE 2009), while aimed at organisers of offshore
conferences, incentive travel and other corporate events,
also attracts travel agents who deal in business travel.

Although on-line registrations are closed, travel
agents are welcome to visit any time between
9am and 5pm today. If you have not already
registered, you can do so at the registration desk.
Entry to PAICE is free.

Freeman says that with business confidence back on the
rise in New Zealand, companies will be looking to
reinstate their training, communications and
motivational schemes.
PAICE 2009 will have more than 100 exhibitors from
the Pacific Islands, Australia, Asia, South America,
South Africa and Arabia. Some 200 offshore event and
travel experts are expected during the day.

INDUSTRY

members had a long association with Stella and
they were happy to cement a relationship
structure that enables both parties to continue to
work closely together.
“The independent ownership coupled with its
brand transformation and new website for both
Travelsmart and Cruise Centre,” said Sullivan,
“could be attractive to many owner-operators and
could provide a platform for future growth.”
John Willson, from Stella, welcomed the positive
manner in which the agreement had been
negotiated.  He says that Stella is looking
forward to working with Travelsmart in a
mutually beneficial environment.Derek Sullivan, GM of Travelsmart, said his
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