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Air New Zealand Cook Islands

Tourism Awards
It was a positive, upbeat, five-star event under the stars when
the Air New Zealand Cook Islands Tourism Awards were
presented last Friday night.
Ticket holders to the event, dressed in their finest, were
overwhelmed by a ‘rustic’ venue surrounded by tropical trees
and gardens, with tables draped in crisp linen and settings for
some serious food and beverage under the white marquees.
The Venue’s Centrepiece was the 3-metre replica of ‘R.M.S
Aranui’, the Solent Flying Boat that flew the original Coral
Route bearing the livery of TEAL, the Air New Zealand we
know today. This was the first public viewing of the model,
commissioned by Ewan Smith of Air Rarotonga, and destined to
be the centrepiece in the new foyer of the Rarotonga
International Airport, which is nearing completion.
The guest list included the Cook Island Queens Representative,
Sir Fredrick Goodwin and Lady Goodwin, Cook Island Prime
Minister Hon. Jim Marurai, Deputy Prime Minister Sir Terepai
Maoate and Lady Maoate and Minister of Tourism Hon Wilkie
Rasmussen and Mrs Rasmussen.
Mr Norm Thompson, Deputy CEO of Air New Zealand, led his
delegation from Head Office, including Glen Sowry, Peter
Walsh, David Bridge and their wives and partners.
See the Awards results and photos on page 5.
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Aussies Rescue JUN09 Numbers at AKL
Competition on the Tasman is behind the
14% increase in JUN09 passenger arrivals
through Auckland International Airport
from Australia, and also the 4% increase in
international aircraft movements,
compared to JUN08.
Overall though, the airport has seen
international passenger numbers for the
month fall 5% to 215,879, and domestic
pax numbers down 3% to 461,687.
Arrivals from Australia at 42,254 were up
14.3% for the month against JUN08 and
showed a 7.1% increase year to date from

the West Island. Reflecting this, total
international aircraft movements came in
at 3327 for June, compared with 3198 in
June last year.
JUN09 arrivals from South Korea were
down 43%, while Chinese arrival numbers
were down 50%, Japanese down 62%, the
UK down 17%, and the US down 2%.
By purpose of visit, business and
conference traffic declined 15%,
holidaymakers by 14%, and education /
medical by 9%, while VFR traffic grew
10%.

Big Boost for Conventions Research
The economic benefits of the Conventions
and Incentives (C&I) sector will be better
understood with the launch of an enhanced
research survey.
Covec has been awarded the contract to
expand the scope of the existing Conventions
Activity Survey.
The refined survey will determine economic
measures and provide more detailed
classification of the types of corporate
events, including government and incentive.
Research Advisory Group (RAG) chair
Graeme Osborne, who is chief executive of
Tourism Auckland, says this is hugely
positive for the sector.
“I’ve always believed the C&I sector is a
significant contributor to tourism GDP. The
expanded survey will help confirm these
economic benefits and provide more details
about the types of C&I business, as well as
better inform business and investment
decisions in this valued sector,” he says.
In addition to measuring the sector on origin,
destination, and quantum of delegate days in
New Zealand, the improved survey will

measure delegate spend before, during and
after events.
It will also estimate the contribution of the
C&I sector to the regional and national
economies of New Zealand.
Ministry of Tourism general manager, Ray
Salter, says providing better economic data
for national and local decision making is
vital for this segment of the tourism sector.
“There are some big capital investment
options being explored and a quality
business case is critical. The more we know
about this high value tourism market
segment, the better our marketing will be and
the ability to meet the visitors’ needs,” he says.
The first public data under the new
Conventions Activity Survey will be
available in October.
The project was driven by a Research
Advisory Group (RAG) including
representatives from the New Zealand
Convention Bureaux, Regional Tourism
Organisations, the Ministry of Tourism and
Conventions and Incentives New Zealand
(CINZ).

   Black Waka Cultural
   Experiences on Waiheke
Tourism Auckland reports that Waiheke
Island has a new tourist product – Black
Waka Cultural Trips & Experiences.  Based
at the island’s Tuhururi Bay, Black Waka’s
unique trips allow people to learn some of
the tikanga waka (custom of the waka) and
paddling technique. Visitors venture out in
an outrigger waka, listen to some of the
history and stories around the Hauraki Gulf
and enjoy a swim and refreshments on one of
the island’s secluded bays. There are two-
hour, four-hour and overnight trips available.
www.blackwaka.co.nz

Maui Motorhomes
Free Day Special
Maui is offering a Book 5 Pay 4 special for
motorhome holidays booked before 15SEP
for travel 01OCT-15DEC09.
Book for a 10-day break and your clients get
the 5th and 10th days free.
The Maui Premium Package, with inclusions
such as full insurance, pre-pay gas and picnic
tables and chairs, is included in the free day.
Call 0800 651 080, or email direct@maui-
rentals.com.
This offer is available for pick up and drop off at
Maui Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch and
Queenstown branches.  Minimum hire requirement
is 5 days inclusive of the first free day, and the free
day includes the Maui Premium Package per day
price.
Offer applies to Maui 2 person Grande, Spirit 2
person Toilet/Shower and Spirit 4 person
motorhomes and is subject to vehicle availability at
all times.  This offer may not be used in conjunction
with other special offers.  All Maui New Zealand
Terms and Conditions will apply.

Tourism Auckland Team Additions
Linda Partridge (pictured) has joined Auckland
Business Tourism as sales and marketing executive,
New Zealand. She has a wealth of experience in the
industry, most recently as conference and events
manager at the Hilton Auckland.
Laura Fayerman will join the sustainability and events
team next Monday 03AUG. Laura has previously
worked for the Sir Peter Blake Trust as their
environmental programme manager.
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Taranaki Rhodo Fest Steam Train on Track for Sell-Out

AUSTRALIA

Just 50 of the 200 seats remain unsold on a
steam train package out of Wellington to this
year’s Taranaki Rhododendron & Garden
Festival – with most passengers coming from
anywhere but the capital.
Passengers are coming to Wellington from as
far away as Whangarei, Hawke’s Bay, and
Kaikoura for the three-day trip to Taranaki,
says Stewart Erb from Kiwi Tours.
Leaving Paekakariki on Friday 30OCT, the
steam train operated by Steam Incorporated
will stop at all major stations en route to
New Plymouth to pick up passengers for this
year’s Taranaki Rhododendron & Garden
Festival running 30OCT-08NOV.
While the JA1271 steam train was built in
1956, it will be hauling four refurbished
historic passenger cars and a buffet car
dating back as far as 1908.

TV One’s Good Morning regular, Astar, who
specialises in demonstrating floral, craft and
cooking segments.
Costing $750 per person, the three-night
package includes hotel accommodation,
three cooked breakfasts, two lunches, entry
to nine Festival gardens and all coach
transfers by Kiwi Tours, who have been
running coach tours to the Festival for the
last 14 years.
Festival gardens in the package include
premiere gardens such as Pukeiti, Tikorangi -
The Jury Garden, Ngamamaku, Rosedale and
more. And while the train is in New
Plymouth, it will be running day trips to
Hawera and Wanganui so Taranaki locals can
also experience the joy of traveling by steam
train.
For more information, please contact Stewart
Erb, Kiwi Tours, ph 0800 868 754.Hosting and entertaining passengers will be

Wicked Scoops
Six Helpmann Awards
Wicked, the Broadway hit musical that is just
finishing its 13-month Melbourne season at
the Regent Theatre before going to Sydney,
this week scooped six Helpmann awards:
Best Musical; Best Male Actor in a
Supporting Role in a Musical (the late Rob
Guest); Best Direction of a Musical; Best
Costume Design; Best Scenic Design; and
Best Choreography in a Musical.
The Helpmann awards were established by
Live Performance Australia in 2001.

Emirates Blue Mountains
Resort on Track
The construction of Wolgan Valley Resort &
Spa, Emirates’ first luxury conservation-
based resort outside Dubai, in the heart of
the Blue Mountains World Heritage Area, is
reaching completion.
“We are well on schedule for our October 1st
soft opening,” said Joost Heymeijer, General
Manager, Wolgan Valley Resort & Spa. “We
have reached that very satisfying point in the
development when the hard construction
work is behind us and the focus shifts onto
detail, quality finishing and preparation for
operations.”
Half of the one-bedroom suites are already
fully furnished, and the remainder will be
completed by the end of August. Work is
well under way on the Main Homestead,
which will be the social centre of the resort.
The main pool area and gymnasium, as well
as the resort’s luxury Timeless Spa, will be
completed by the end of this month.
Wolgan Valley Resort & Spa is the only
resort in recent history to receive permission
to be built within a World Heritage Area,
making it a project of extraordinary
significance, not just within Australia but on
a global level as well.

Qantas has released $599 short-life
business class fares from AKL, WLG and
CHC to SYD, MEL and BNE, plus a $699
fare from ZQN to SYD, available for sale
until Friday 14AUG, for travel 15AUG09-
30MAR10.

WA’s Biggest
Tourism Trade Show Opens
Tourism Western Australia is about to
stage the State’s biggest trade
showcase, the annual Western
Australian Tourism Exchange (WATE)
at the Burswood Entertainment
Complex 05-06AUG.
This year, 86 local tourism operators
have the opportunity to meet with 62
buyers representing inbound tourism
operators and wholesalers from three of
the State’s top 10 tourism source
markets: interstate, New Zealand and
Japan.
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New Tweed Valley Tours from Outrigger Twin Towns Resort

Dreamworld Commissions
Big Screen Film
Dreamworld Gold Coast has commissioned a
Sydney-based production house to produce
an Australian wildlife and habitat doco to
screen in its six-storey movie theatre.
The 30-minute production, titled Australia,
the Great Southern Land, will focus on the
four themed territories that Dreamworld
showcases: The Wetlands of Kakadu, the
Rainforests of the Daintree, the Outback, and
Koala Country.

Packed Lunch No-No
at Warner Parks
Warner Village Theme Parks has banned
visitors from bringing picnics or other food
into Sea World and Movie World, prompting
online protests on Facebook and elsewhere.
The only exceptions the park operator is
making are for those bringing fruit or water,
and for food required by ‘guests with
allergies, infants and babies and pre-booked
education groups’.
The Gold Coast Bulletin quotes
Gold Coast Tourism CEO Martin Winter as
saying he did not believe the ban would be
detrimental to the tourism industry.
“There are some great bargains in the
marketplace for entry to the parks and
visitors are already getting great value for
money. We don’t believe that this move will
change tourists’ intention to visit the theme
parks.”

Outrigger Twin Towns Resort has partnered
with award-winning eco tour operator,
Australian Wild Escapes to offer guests
special day trips to the Tweed Valley.
This new, full day tour coincides with
Tourism Australia classifying the Tweed
Valley as a ‘must-see destination’, and one of
only eight areas in Australia on its National
Landscapes register.
The tours take visitors to areas not widely
covered on traditional tourist routes, and
Australian Wild Escapes’ qualified guides
offer guests insights into what is the largest
extinct shield volcano in the world.
The tours cater for groups from 2 up to 14,
and stop frequently at quaint river towns and

villages to sample local arts and crafts, and
tropical fruits from the many roadside
produce stalls.
One of many tour highlights is the lunch stop
at the historic timber-milling town of
Tyalgum where guests can mingle with
locals at a charming pub before continuing
on to Springbrook National Park and beyond.
Australian Wild Escapes tours depart from
Outrigger Twin Towns Resort daily at
8.30am, with tailored programs also
available for special interest groups and
conference delegates.
The full-day trips start from A$195* per
adult (A$125 per child) and include all meals
and refreshments. * Terms and conditions apply.

SOUTH PACIFIC

Noosa Mt. Bike Adventure Tours

This operator provides a range of tours
designed to give a cycling experience that
caters for all levels of ability. Tours explore
some of Noosa’s most picturesque scenery
including the Noosa Trail Network, Noosa
North Shore Beach, on-road or DIY.
Tours include refreshments and free photos
of the adventure. Visit www.bikeon.com.au

Nadi-Apia-Honolulu
with Air Pacific
Air Pacific has announced it will introduce a
new once-weekly return service from Nadi to
Apia and Honolulu from 11SEP.
Samoa Observer reports that it will be
operated by a B737-800 configured with 8
Tabua Business Class seats and 152 Pacific
Voyager economy seats.
The new flight, leaving NAN at 2050 on
Fridays, will lift frequency between Nadi and
Apia to three flights per week and is
additional to Air Pacific’s direct Nadi-
Honolulu on Sundays.
The northbound schedule for the new flights
provides excellent connections from Sydney,
Brisbane, Auckland, Tonga and Suva.

Blue Lagoon offers NZ$1000
Saving per Couple
Fiji’s Blue Lagoon Cruises is offering
couples a saving of NZ$1000 with the
release of its latest four-day Yasawa Islands
cruise deal.
The boutique cruise specialist is offering the
all inclusive cruise at three-day prices from
now until 31AUG09 with travel valid until
31MAR10.
This means prices have dropped to just
NZ$599*pp twin share, a saving of $1000*
per couple.
All Blue Lagoon Cruises ‘Club’ programs
include all meals and cruise activities
ranging from daily shore excursions and
snorkelling (complete with free snorkelling
equipment) safaris to fish feeding, fishing
and glass bottom boating.
Cultural experiences include a ‘Lovo’ feast,
visits to remote villages, Kava ceremonies
and a day spent at Blue Lagoon Cruises’
private island of Nanuya Lailai.
The boutique cruise specialist has positioned
its popular 26-berth Nanuya Princess on its
four-day ‘Club’ sailings.
*Conditions apply. Please note cruise prices do not
include international airfares or beverages (other than
tea and coffee).

New Numbers for Samoa Tourism
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Out-of-Date Stats
Fiji Islands Tourism and Hotel Association
president Dixon Seeto is quoted by the Fiji
Times Online as saying Fiji should comply
with the world’s best practices and maintain
up-to-date statistics.
His comments came as the Fiji Islands
Bureau of Statistics released provisional
hotels and tourist accommodation statistics
for second quarter of 2008.

Samoa Tourism Authority in Apia is
currently undergoing changes to its entire
phone network and phone numbers. A new
switchboard and new phone extensions
are being installed, as the system used by
STA at present is outdated and obsolete.

The STA switchboard numbers are now:
(685) 31 081; (685) 26 557; (685) 20 669;
and (685) 24 754.
For any enquiries, please contact above
numbers and ask to be directed to the
appropriate Division or individual.
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Air New Zealand Cook Islands Tourism Awards The Awards:
Transport, Tours and Activities – Vaka Eiva.
Finalists included Pacific Divers and Highland
Paradise Cultural Centre.
Industry Services – Turama Pacific.
Finalists included Wedded Bliss.
Villas and Suites – Sea Change.
Finalists included Rumours Villas and Spa and
Royal Takitumu.
Budget Accommodation – Castaway Villas.
Private Rental – Awarded to Raro Beach Bach.
Hotel up to 25 Rooms – Muri Beachcomber.
Hotel over 25 Rooms – Pacific Resort Aitutaki.
Finalists included Rarotongan Sunset Resort and
Pacific Resort Rarotonga.
Lifetime Achievement – Mr. Ewan Smith.
Finalists included Te Tika Mataiapo Dorice Reid,
Jack Cooper, Peter Heays, Danny Mataroa,
Thomas Koteka, Jake Numanga, Piri Puroto.
Young Professional – Mr Rohann Ellis.
Finalists included Tekura Apera, Maire Browne,
Karla Eggleton, Charlene Heather, George Ngati,
Andrea Rongokea, Tim Tierney.
Culture Award – Highland Paradise.
Finalists included Vaka Eiva and Pacific Resort
Aitutaki.
Air New Zealand Overall Accommodation Award
– Pacific Resort Aitutaki.
Selected from all winners of accommodation
categories.
Air New Zealand Supreme Award – Vaka Eiva.
Selected from all category winners.

As the Premiere Partner to the Cook Islands
Tourism Awards it was befitting to have Air
New Zealand CEO Rob Fyfe launch the
inaugural event with a recorded message
beamed onto a giant screen, and this was
followed by the delivery of the Keynote
Address by Norm Thompson.
Other presenters included Mr Greg
Stanaway, President of the Cook Islands
Tourism Council and Hon Wilkie Rasmussen
on behalf of the Cooks Government.
The Events Associate Partners, ANZ and the
Bond, as well as the Supporting Partners,
filled the venue with the who’s who of the
Cook Islands Tourism Industry.
Top Cook Islands Cultural group, Orama,
presented a special choreographed

performance to the 150 guests setting the
mood for the evening. A five-course menu
designed and prepared by a brigade of the
best Cook Islands Chefs was then served by
30 graduates of the Cook Islands Hospitality
and Tourism Training Centre, which,
ironically, was the venue for this Event. The
evening proceedings were professionally co-
hosted by George Williams and Miss Cook
Islands, Engara Gosselin (pictured below).

The Awards Chairman Steve Lyons says: “It
all came together beautifully; the venue, the
food, the beverage, the service, the
atmosphere, the presentation of the Awards,
the performances, the weather…..we couldn’t
have got it any better. Now the awards are
out, it’s time to use them to further promote
the Cook Islands.”
The Cook Islands Tourism Awards are
destined to become a biennial event engaging
the Cook Islands Tourism industry and

providing an opportunity to recognize
excellence and foster better business.
These awards are more than presentations
and recognition. They are about giving all
Cook Islands operators the opportunity to
have their businesses independently
evaluated and appraised. A key factor of the
process is the critical evaluation of all entries
with confidential reports being returned to
entrants for their consideration and
incorporation into their operations.

Ewan Smith -

Air Rarotonga,

Robert Skews -

Turama Group,

John Kenning -

Chairman

Tourism Corp

Julie O’Sullivan - Air NZ,  Glen Sowry - Air
NZ and Michael Shah - GM Pacific Resort
Aitutaki

Te Tika Mataiapo Dorice Reid - Little
Polynesian, Tia Barrett - NZ High Comm
issioner and Noeline Bridge - Air NZ CI

Back L to R: Angela Walsh - Air NZ, Peter
Walsh - Air NZ,  Nan Hauser – Cook Islands
Tourism,  John Dean - CEO Cook Islands
Tourism
Front L to R: Glen Sowry - Air NZ,  Keri
Edmonds - Air NZ,  David Bridge - Air NZ CI
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Cruise Visits Provide Direct Contribution
Captain Cook Cruises reportedly contributes around
F$105,000 annually to villages in the Yasawa Group as fees
to access one of Fiji’s most iconic locations. And that money
is mostly used for village developments.
Captain Cook local managing director Semi Koroilavesau
told Fiji Times Online that the company gave F$60,000 per
annum directly to the villages with the balance paid for
entertainment and lovo prepared for tourists.
Mr Koroilavesau said the figure did not include the
contributions made by the tourists themselves to the schools
and purchases made at shell markets set up by the village
women.
Tamusua development committee chairman Isoa Waqawai
told the paper the money they received from the cruise
company had been used for major developments, including
housing schemes, church renovations and other obligations
villagers had.

ASIA
KL Centre Clinches 17 Conferences
Malaysia’s Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre (the
Centre), strategically located in the heart of the capital
city, clinched 17 more conferences for the city in the
first four months of 2009 reflecting global businesses
vote of confidence in the region.
The five international conferences between 2009 and
2014 are expected to attract 5,700 delegates and the
seven regional conferences will see 3,000 delegates
between this year and 2011. The five national
conferences, all in 2009, will see participation from
2,250 delegates.
“Malaysia is an economical conference destination for
New Zealanders,” says Shahrin Mokhtar, Director of
Tourism Malaysia, Sydney. “There’s no need for
tipping and NZ$25 can buy dinner for four - so time
outside of the actual conference won’t burn a hole in
employees’ pockets.”

Boardwalk to Singapore’s Sentosa
The Straits Times reports that by next November, visitors to
Sentosa will be able to walk to Singapore’s resort island.
Work has begun on building a new 620m boardwalk,
incorporating five pairs of covered travellators, alongside the
vehicle bridge that links the city with Sentosa.
Ranging from 25m to 40m in width, the S$70 million
walkway will also be lined with retail and F&B outlets along
the way to the islands’ integrated resort, Resorts World at
Sentosa, which opens early next year.
The walkway will offer five different themed gardens, from
mangrove, rock garden, terrain and hill, coastal flora and
rainforest, giving visitors a different experience as they pass
from one zone to the next.
It will be lit at night to offer a different experience. This
boardwalk will replace the original pedestrian path along the
causeway bridge to the island that was closed in AUG07 for
the construction of the second bridge.

China’s first private airline to operate overseas
routes, Shanghai-based Juneyao Airlines has
announced a plan to launch flights to Hong Kong and
Macau, with ambitions to also open international
routes to Southeast Asia, Japan and South Korea.

Intrepid Offers 25% off Indochina
Book one traveller on an Intrepid Indochina adventure to
Vietnam, Cambodia or Laos before 31AUG and they will
receive 10% off. Get them to take an extra friend and they
both get 15% off, book three get 20% off and send four away
for 25% off.    Or sell one traveller four trips and get 25% off
the lot.
Travel must by commenced by 31DEC09. Discount applies
to Vietnam (V codes), Cambodia (K codes) & Laos (L codes)
only. Please quote promotion code 3171 at time of booking.
Email nz@intrepidtravel.com  or call 800 450 883.

The Golden Road to Samarkand
Your clients can experience a 10-day cultural journey to one
of the most fascinating regions on the Silk Road –
Uzbekistan. Explore’s tour highlights include sightseeing in
Tashkent; the romantic city of Khiva with its maze of
twisting alleyways, medieval mosques and palaces; the
magical city of
Bokhara, home
to the huge
Kalyan Minaret;
the old Silk
Road town of
Karmana, a
night in a desert
camp; and lastly
spend two days
in beautiful
Samarkand
known for its stunning architecture.
There are only two more departures left in 2009 with space
available, 27SEP and 11OCT, from $2653pp. Includes 6
nights standard hotel accommodation, 1 night yurt (a
traditional nomadic felt tent), 1 night sleeper train, 9
breakfasts, 1 lunch, 1 dinner, transport (bus/4WD/train), an
Explore tour leader plus driver(s) and some local guides.
For more Central Asia travel ideas phone Adventure World
on 09-539 8103.
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HK Day Cruises by Junk
A classic way of viewing Hong Kong is from
the deck of a traditional red-sail Chinese
junk.
Operator aqua luna has just launched a
choice of four new Day Cruises that take
passengers to places in Hong Kong that only
a few get to see:
Aberdeen Typhoon Shelter: Every Monday,
aqua luna takes guests on a 3½-hour journey
to Aberdeen to show them what it calls some
of the best-kept secrets of Hong Kong’s
fascinating marine life.
Cheung Chau Island: Visit one of Hong
Kong’s 235 outlying islands. Every
Wednesday, aqua luna takes guests on a 6-hour
adventure to Cheung Chau - a unique world
packed with its own culture and traditions.
Temple of the Sea – Joss House Bay:
Standing guard at the eastern entrance of
Hong Kong’s Victoria Harbour in Joss House
Bay is Hong Kong’s oldest and largest Tin
Hau temple dedicated to the Goddess of the
Sea. Every Thursday, aqua luna takes guests
on a 3½-hour trip to search out this
magnificent temple and the treasures that lie
en route.
Stanley Village and Market: Stanley village
on the south side of Hong Kong Island is a
favourite destination for visitors and locals
alike. Shop at Stanley’s colourful market,

have lunch at its bustling waterfront cafes,
visit the Chinese Tin Hau Temple and enjoy
the grandeur of colonial Murray House.
Every Saturday and Sunday, aqua luna takes
guests on a 75-minute cruise of Hong Kong
island to show off the delights of Stanley.
Prices range from HK$290 to HK$380 per
person depending on the cruise. Children’s
prices are available. A light Dim Sum lunch
is included in the ‘Life on the Sea’ and
‘Temple of the Sea’ cruises.
www.aqualuna.com.hk

In the Footsteps of the Incas
Adventure World’s popular 8-day Peru and
Bolivia tour travels from Lima (Peru) to La
Paz (Bolivia) via the ancient city of Cuzco,
Machu Picchu the ‘Lost City of the Incas’,
the Sacred Valley, Puno and Lake Titicaca,
the highest navigable lake. This 4-star tour is
priced from $2434 pp share twin (land only).
The trip includes all the main highlights of
the Incan civilisation and is perfect for first
time travellers to the region. For more travel
ideas phone AW’s South America specialists
on 09-539 8100.

Qantas has extended its current $1409
short-life economy class fares from New
Zealand to Mumbai. These fares are now
available for sale until 15AUG09 for travel
08AUG-31OCT09.

China to Help Macau Growth
Bloomberg quotes Macau’s new leader
Fernando Chui as saying China will help the
casino hub develop, which may give a boost
to operators hurt last year by mainland travel
restrictions.

20DEC as Macau’s casino industry seeks
more Chinese visitors to reverse a slump that
cut jobs and revenue as tourism numbers fell.
Gross domestic product shrank 13% in the
first quarter, after expanding 32% in the
corresponding period a year earlier.Chui takes charge of the territory from

THE AMERICAS

Contiki’s ‘Nam Explorer
If you have under-35s looking for the
quintessential Vietnam experience, they
need look no further than Contiki’s 15-day
Vietnam Explorer.
Your clients will find it features three
unique accommodation stays including an
overnight junk boat cruise in Halong Bay, a
night with a rural family along the Mekong
Delta, a trek in the North West and an
overnight with one of the hill tribes in a stilt
house.
Highlights:
• Mekong Delta: cruise the Mekong, bike

ride around the countryside and stay
overnight with a local family

• Ho Chi Minh City: take a city tour
including entry to the War Remnants
Museum

• Hoi An: walk through the UNESCO
listed Old Quarter

• Nha Trang: enjoy this resort town known
for its beaches and turquoise waters

• Hue: take a dragon boat to see the
pagodas and visit the imperial citadel

• Halong Bay: take an overnight cruise in
a junk and snorkel in the lagoon

• Sapa: visit the hill tribes and villages and
spend the night in a traditional stilt house

The 15-day Vietnam Explorer is priced from
$2359pp twin share (land only). The tour
includes nine nights in 3-star night
accommodation, four three-course dinners,
all breakfasts, city sightseeing and the
benefit of Contiki’s awesome road crew.
Departures available AUG09-MAR10.
Contiki’s 2009-10 Asia brochure is out now.
For more info see www.contiki.com or call
0800 CONTIKI (0800 266 8454).
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Rocky Mountaineer News
World Journeys reminds agents the
validity of two popular Rocky
Mountaineer promotions ends today
Friday 31JUL09.  Make a 2009 booking
on any Rocky Mountaineer rail journey
or vacation package today and your
clients get a free night at a Fairmont
Hotel in Vancouver; or book a Rocky
Mountaineer GoldLeaf Service or any
Escorted Rail Tour package and get
them a free day trip journey aboard the
Whistler Mountaineer train.
World Journeys now has 2010 Rocky
Mountaineer rates and schedules.
Call 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz
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Shangri-La Vancouver
World Journeys Director Kim Houston
highly recommends the new Shangri-La
Hotel in Vancouver.
“This is a stunning 119-room luxury hotel
right in downtown Vancouver, occupying the
first 15 floors of a 61-storey landmark
building, the tallest in the city.  Luxurious
guestrooms and suites are decorated in a
contemporary Asian style, and many rooms
feature private balconies and stunning views
of the city. Guests can enjoy personalised spa
treatments at CHI, The Spa at Shangri-La, or
experience Vancouver fine dining with
regionally inspired dishes at MARKET by
Jean-Georges.”
A Superior Room is priced from NZ$307pp
per night share twin basis, and World
Journeys has a long stay incentive – pay 3
nights, and receive the 4th night free for
stays until 23DEC10.  Bookings made prior
to 15APR10 are also eligible for a
complimentary room upgrade. World
Journeys also offers private luxury
transportation to the Shangri-La to complete
the 5 star experience. Call 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

MID EAST / AFRICA
Crusader Castles & Desert Cities

9-day Spectacular Africa

The Ruler of Dubai has issued an amendment to the Law governing departure
fees from Dubai International Airport. The Dubai Chronicle reports this means
they will rise to Dh75 (equal to 20 US Dollars) for all passengers, excluding
children under the age of two and airline crew.

TO GET YOUR OWN FREE SUBSCRIPTION

 visit   www.travelmemo.co.nz

www.contiki.com
Phone 0800 CONTIKI (0800 2668454)

For brochure requests visit 
www.brochurenet.co.nz

P

New brochure New brochure 
out now

Explore operates a fascinating 16-day
journey through Syria and Jordan’s ancient
sites and diverse landscapes. A walking tour
introduces your clients to Damascus, Syria’s
vibrant capital, before an exploration of the
most famous Crusader castle in the world,
Krak des Chevaliers.
Visit Saladin’s Castle and Ugarit, where the
world’s first alphabet was found, and the
medieval city of Aleppo. Linger at Palmyra,
a vital link along the ancient ‘Spice Route’
to India. Explore the well preserved remains

of ancient Jerash and travel via the Kings
Highway to Petra, where a narrow Siq
(gorge) leads to the concealed remains of
one of the most fabled sites, ‘the Rose Red
City’. Travel by 4WD into the dramatic
canyons of Wadi Rum and camp beneath
the stars. Lastly stay in Aqaba on the Red
Sea and ‘float’ in the Dead Sea before tour
ends in Amman.
This Explore small group journey is priced
from $3406pp for travel in 2009.
Call Adventure World on 09-539 8103.

World Journeys has a new 9-day package
in Botswana which they say offers
luxurious accommodation, exclusive
wildlife areas, and unbeatable value.
Starting with 2 nights at Victoria Falls,
your clients then enjoy 2 nights at
&Beyond Chobe Under Canvas, 2 nights
at &Beyond Savute Under Canvas,
and 2 nights in the Okavango Delta at
their choice of &Beyond’s Sandibe
Okavango Safari Lodge, Nxabega
Okavango Tented Camp, Xudum
Okavango Delta Lodge or Xaranna
Okavango Delta Camp.  Priced from
NZ$4550pp share twin, this includes
all accommodation (all inclusive at
&Beyond properties), transfers by

fees, and daily game activities while on
safari.  International airfares are
additional.  Prices vary seasonally;
itinerary available in reverse. Download
the info here and contact World Journeys
for tailor-made flyers at 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

road and light aircraft, National Park

Nxabega
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Casper Theme Park for Dubai
Construction on the first Casper theme park
in the Middle East begins shortly in Dubai,
with opening expected by the first quarter of
next year. The “ghostly” park will be 6,340sq
m in size and will include the Middle East’s
biggest monorail. It will also feature a
rollercoaster, interactive games, bumper cars,
crazy rafts and a drop tower.

The Arabian Aluminium Company is
reported to have completed the last of
the 24,348 panels of glass cladding that
will complete the exterior of Burj Dubai,
the world’s tallest building.  The six-
metre long glass, aluminium and steel
panel will be installed at the base of the
spire on the 800m-plus Burj Dubai over
coming weeks.

Abu Dhabi Invests in Virgin Galactic
Abu Dhabi investment group Aabar
Investments says it plans to build a space
port in Abu Dhabi, capital of the UAE, after
agreeing to buy a stake of around 32% in the
holding company of Virgin Galactic for
US$280 million.
Aabar expects to spend another $100 million
on a small satellite launch facility and will
gain exclusive regional rights to host Virgin
Galactic tourism and scientific research
space flights, it said.
In related news, Virgin Galactic’s
WhiteKnightTwo, the mothership designed
to ferry a passenger-carrying space vehicle to
high altitude for launching, has flown in to
the big airshow at Oshkosh, Wisconsin.
Check out the action on this YouTube
footage.

Africa Safari & City Combo
Lion Sands Private Game Reserve has
extended the travel period of its current
bonus offer until 30SEP09.  Simply book
three nights at the 5-star River Lodge in the
Big Five safari area of Sabi Sand (Kruger
area) and receive two complimentary nights
at the Cape Cadogan Hotel in Cape Town,
for travel 01AUG-30SEP09.  Conditions
apply. For more information phone
Adventure World on 09-539 8100.

Major Renovation
for Mfuwe Lodge
The Bushcamp Company, pioneer of the
classic walking safari, has announced
the full refurbishment of Mfuwe Lodge
to be completed early in 2010.
Mfuwe is known around the world for
the elephants which wander through its
lobby every November.
The lodge houses the camp’s reception,
dining room, lounge and bar areas and
meeting room.
Mfuwe sits 1.8 miles inside the game-
packed South Luangwa National Park
and enjoys stunning views over one of
two lagoons from each of its 18 luxury
en suite thatched-roof chalets.
While undergoing the extensive make-
over of all chalets and public areas, the
lodge will close, starting in mid-January.
The upgrade is designed to give the
facility a much wider appeal to all
international visitors to the region.
Doors will reopen to guests 01MAY10.
Check progress of the renovations at
www.bushcampcompany.com

Tracks Across South Africa
World Journeys has a new Tracks
Across South Africa package combining
a relaxing 3-night stay on the Cape
Peninsula with a 2-night luxury Rovos
Rail journey from Cape Town to
Pretoria, followed by a 4-night
&Beyond safari in Ngala Private Game
Reserve.  With departures in AUG09,
this 11-day package is priced from
$8,730pp share twin including all
accommodation (all inclusive on safari),
transfers by road and chartered flight,
National Park fees, and daily game
viewing activities on safari.

EUROPE

International airfares are additional.   Download the
info here and contact World Journeys for tailor-
made flyers on 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Javelin Passes Olympics Test
Organisers of the London 2012
Olympics have been testing the new
140mph train that will ferry visitors to
the new Olympic Park at Stratford in
East London.  The first timed run of the
Javelin train saw it slide into the park
station 15 seconds inside the claimed
seven-minute journey time from St
Pancras.
The 29 six-car electric sets of the

Hitachi-built Javelin trains will run from Ashford in
Kent to St Pancras in just 30 minutes later this year,
and begin stopping at Stratford in 2010. At games
time they will be entirely given over to a shuttle
service.

UK Passports Produced in Wellington
A new UK passport production centre for the Australasian Region,
built for the British Government in Wellington, opens today.
The new centre, built inside the British High Commission’s building in
Thorndon, will process an estimated 85,000 passport applications
annually from Australia, New Zealand, Samoa, the Solomon Islands,
Papua New Guinea and Fiji.
The new Wellington Passport Production Centre will be the biggest
such operation outside the United Kingdom.
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Cathay Refunds Dutch Enviro Tax
On 01JUL08 the Dutch Government
introduced a Passengers Services Charge tax
of € 45 which was imposed on all long haul
passengers departing from Amsterdam’s
Schipol Airport and which was collected by
international airlines on behalf of the Dutch
Government.
The Dutch Government has decided to
discontinue this tax, and has announced that
all passengers who travelled out of Schipol
since 01JUL09 are entitled to a refund of this
tax.
Cathay Pacific in New Zealand has collected
this environmental tax from hundreds of
passengers who have not yet travelled to the
Netherlands, but who may have booked
flights through special deals, such as
Earlybird Fares, up to a year ago. The airline
wishes to return this tax refund to the
affected passengers and requests that such
passengers contact Cathay Pacific at
akl_sales@cathaypacific.com or 09 379 0841
(for people based in Auckland) or 0800 800
454.

Rivers and Vineyards Cycling
Headwater’s varied 9-day Rivers and Vineyards independent
cycling holiday takes travellers along an off-the-beaten track
wine route in central France via world-famous vineyards, cherry
orchards and riverside trails. Gothic cathedrals, mediaeval
castles, Renaissance squares and fairytale houses all make for a
very scenic cycling holiday. Your clients get wine tasting
opportunities every day and can enjoy local cuisine. The trip also
makes a foray across the Rhine into Germany for two nights.
This Headwater trip is priced from $2729pp share twin and
departs every two days to 24SEP09 ex Strasbourg Railway
Station. For more cycling holiday options in Europe see the
Headwater brochure or phone Adventure World on 09-539 8100.

Britain has scored an array of
major sporting events after
successful bids for the right to
host the Rugby League (2013)
and Rugby Union (2015) World
Cups.
With London hosting the
Olympics in 2012, and high
hopes that the football World
Cup may be staged in England
in 2018, there will be
potentially 11 tournaments
staged in the UK between now
and 2019.

Classy Claridge’s Cosmetic Package
For those of your clients staying in the fancy
suites at Claridge’s hotel in London’s chic
Mayfair and planning a glamorous night out,
the hotel is offering something special.

The Dior Dressing Table at Claridge’s is a
£300 package over and above the rate for the
hotel’s Linley or Claridge’s suites. Guests
will find the deco dressing table in the suite
laid out with four Christian Dior Les
Classiques fragrances and a beauty kit of
make-up essentials including a ruby red
lipstick. There’s also a cream silk Claridge’s

dressing gown personalised with your
client’s initials, marabou mule slippers
(high-heeled ones with feathers - think

TOUR PRODUCT

eyemask.

chilled bottle of Champagne on arrival, full
English breakfast for two, suite amenities
including seasonal fruit and hand-made
chocolates and a specially selected gift from
royal designer Linley.
Claridge’s Heaven is available until
31DEC09 and priced from £1450 per night
in a one-bedroom Claridge’s Suite.

1940s movies) and a rose-pink cashmere

They also get a book by author
Evelyn Waugh or Nancy Mitford,
music from Fred Astaire and a 30s
cocktail served in Lalique crystal.
Guests staying in the Claridge’s
Suites designed by Lord Linley’s
furniture and interior design
company, can also book the
Claridge’s Heaven package. This
includes fresh seasonal flowers, a

New Cosmos North America
Holidays
Cosmos has released its 2010 North America
program and is offering a $200 saving on its
biggest-selling tour.
With holidays priced from NZ$174 a day, the
2010 Cosmos North America brochure offers
36 different itineraries from six to 23 days.
Its most popular tour, the Canadian and
Alaskan Masterpiece combines some of the
most spectacular scenery in North America
with a rail trip on the Rocky Mountaineer
and a cruise to Alaska’s Glacier Bay and
Inside Passage.
Cosmos is offering a discount of NZ$200 per
couple* on all sales of this tour booked by
30SEP09. The tour is priced from
NZ$4469pp twin share (including discount).
Cosmos is also offering an early payment
discount of 2.5% on all North America tours
paid in full at least four months prior to
departure.  An additional discount of
NZ$100 per couple is available when
booking an extra tour at the same time.
New for 2010 is the 11-day Sights and
Sounds of Louisiana itinerary, a round-trip
from New Orleans. It is one of 32 Regional
Discoveries in the Cosmos program, a range
of holidays that focus on the culture, heritage
and landscapes of a particular region.  Or for
a wider insight, travellers can choose one of
four Panorama tours, longer holidays of up
to 23 days that offer a grand overview across
several regions.

*Conditions apply. For full details and a
copy of the new 2010 Cosmos North
America brochure visit
www.cosmostours.co.nz.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=357
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
http://www.bentours.com.au
http://www.topdog.co.nz
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=357
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
http://www.bentours.com.au
http://www.topdog.co.nz


20090731                            www.travelmemo.co.nzPage 11

&Beyond Visit

Intrepid Journeys Back on the Box Tonight
The long awaited sixth series of Intrepid Journeys starts on
TV One tonight 31JUL.
This season opens with Kevin Milne discovering the
Ukraine in mid-winter. Rhys Darby visits the gorillas in
Uganda and Judy Bailey travels overland from Rio to
Buenos Aires. Temepara George enjoys a taste of ancient
history on a journey through Sikkim and Darjeeling and
Anika Moa heads off to the ruins, jungles and villages of
Mexico and Guatemala. Brendon Coles gets tamed and
challenged in the lesser known parts of Vanuatu and Ruben
Wiki heads off the beaten track with a journey to Laos.
And back due to popular demand, from series five, is Paul
Holmes in Yemen, Pam Corkery in Colombia and
Stephanie Tauevihi in Ladakh.
Visit www.intrepidjourneys.co.nz for more on this series and
a full listing of the past five series.

AVIATION

World Journeys reports
enjoying a very productive
visit from Edwin Steyn,
Sales Manager of
&Beyond – creators of
premium safari
experiences in Africa, India and now Central America.
“It was extremely encouraging to have such great turn outs to
the promotional events we held in both Auckland and
Christchurch, showing there is very strong interest in this
specialized product,” says World Journeys director Ange
Pirie.  “Eddie’s presentation was very inspiring, giving a true
taste of the extraordinary wildlife experiences &Beyond
offer, the gorgeous lodges and camps, and the very special
touches that go to make these such memorable experiences
for clients”.
World Journeys is currently promoting a range of special
deals on &Beyond safaris and invites agents to request their
own branded flyers to send out to clients.  Contact World
Journeys 0800 117311 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Qantas / Jetstar Indonesia Plans
Qantas has applied to Australia’s International Air Services
Commission for permission to operate unlimited capacity
between points in Australia – other than SYD, MEL, BNE
and PER – to Indonesia. In its application, QF says it and/or
a wholly-owned subsidiary will fully use the capacity by the
end of this year.
Pacific Blue applied ten days earlier for 720 seats capacity on
the Australia-Indonesia route, equivalent to four B737-800
flights, which it intends fully utilising by next April.

Jetstar is to launch a daily A320 Sydney-Perth service
from 02OCT, and plans to use subsidiary Jetstar Asia
on the Perth-Jakarta route from 14AUG.

Pacific Wings Approved for Tasman Ops
Start up carrier, Melbourne-based Pacific Wings has been
granted unlimited capacity rights for flights between
Australia and New Zealand. In its application, Pacific Wings
says it will operate various Tasman routes using B737
aircraft wet-leased from Our Airline.
When flights commence, Pacific Wings will become the
tenth airline competing for business on the Ditch.

Air NZ Poised to Soar
BusinessDay’s Denise McNabb reports that Air New Zealand
is the cheapest profitable airline in the world in its peer
group, excluding Air France-KLM. She quotes Goldman
Sachs JB Were analyst Marcus Curley as saying in a report
that Air New Zealand was poised to soar out of the gloomy
world environment next year and its share price was likely to
rise to $1.35 in the next 12 months and then jump to $1.70 a
share.
His forecast is made on the basis of the airline being shielded
from oil price rises, international passenger numbers looking
likely to increase in the next quarter from -4% to +3% next
year and stabilising economic growth in New Zealand during
the past three months.

US Airways Fitting Wi-Fi
In early 2010 the US Airways fleet of 50 Airbus A321
aircraft will become flying hotspots with the addition of
Inflight Internet Wi-Fi service. The carrier has partnered with
industry leader Aircell to offer the full internet access,
productivity and entertainment of their Gogo system to
anyone with Wi-Fi enabled laptops, smartphones and PDAs.
Although the cost of service hasn’t been determined yet,
Aircell’s current prices for Gogo Inflight Internet range from
US$5.95 to US$12.95, depending on the length of flight and
type of Wi-Fi enabled device used.

Etihad Airways Releases “Mid Winter”
Specials from New Zealand
Etihad has released “Mid Winter” market fares for travel
from AKL, CHC and WLG to the UK and Europe and the
Middle East/UAE. These competitive fare levels, in
Economy and Business classes, are available for immediate
sales and ticketing until the 28AUG09 and departures until
31MAY10.

Profit up 550% for World’s Biggest Carrier
Ryanair, the largest international airline in the world and
Europe’s largest low fare airline has announced a first quarter
net profit of 136.5 million euros, up 550% on last year.
However, the company said that total revenues were flat due
to an 11% rise in traffic being offset by a 13% decline in
average fares.
IATA has confirmed that Ryanair is the world’s number one
carrier of scheduled international passengers, handling 57.6m
in 2008, just ahead of Air France-KLM which carried 53.3m
last year.

A380 Lands at Oshkosh
An Airbus A380 made a dramatic arrival at Oshkosh on
Tuesday and the hard crosswind landing has been
analysed by a Boeing 777 pilot on YouTube.
View the action here.
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Wellington Runway up to Scratch
Wellington International Airport Limited (WIAL)
has completed an $11m runway overlay project
which fully resurfaced the 1,945m runway.
The renewal of the runway surface takes place
approximately every 12 years. The last full
overlay was carried out over the summer of 1995-
1996.
In other news, WIAL’s $31m runway safety
extension project, completed in JUL07, has won a
New Zealand industry award for excellence in
engineering. The 90m RESAs at both ends of the
runway were completed well in advance of the
new Civil Aviation Authority 2011 regulatory
safety requirement and in line with international
safety standards.

AirAsia X Sydney Flights on Hold
The expansion by AirAsia X into Sydney, with
daily flights from Kuala Lumpur planned from
25OCT, is now on hold.
The Malaysian Government has reportedly
withheld approval of new services to Sydney and
Seoul because the long haul low cost carrier’s
associate, AirAsia is in dispute with the
government-connected airports company, which
claims it is owed RM65 million.
AirAsia X is now being forced to look at
alternative ways of utilising the three new A330
aircraft it is receiving between SEP and DEC09.
The carrier is upping its Gold Coast frequency
from four to six flights a week from 21OCT and
CEO Azran Osman-Rani told StarBiz that AirAsia
X may add capacity on its existing routes to
Hangzhou and Taipei.

Royal Brunei Airlines has released Get Up & Go
Seat Sale fares to Brisbane, Asia, Dubai &
London with sales until 08AUG09.  Contact
your preferred consolidator.

On Wednesday Qantas marked 50
years since it operated the world’s
first commercial passenger jet
service across the Pacific. The Boeing
707 departed Sydney on 29 July 1959,
bound for San Francisco, via Nadi and
Honolulu.  The flight, which was
configured with 24 First Class and 60
Tourist Class seats, reached SFO in a
record time of 14 hours 57 minutes.

CRUISING
Viking River Cruises 2010 Sailings, EB Savings Launched
Innovative Travel advises Viking River
Cruises 2010 sailings offers a line-up of 20
exciting itineraries through Europe, Russia
& China.
Savings of A$2,300pp are offered on
‘Waterways of the Czars’ (with Viking
Surkov & Viking Kirov) when booked and
paid in full by 31AUG09.  Savings of
A$1,500pp are offered on all 2010
itineraries when booked and paid in full by
18DEC09. In addition, complimentary wine
with dinner will be provided with the early
booking discount offer for all 2010 sailings.
Included in the new itineraries for 2010 is
the ‘Danube Waltz’ 8 days cruising
Germany, Austria, Hungary & Slovakia
along the spectacular Danube River; ‘China
Discovery’ a 10-day cruise/tour featuring all
the imperial treasures of Beijing plus a 6-day
Yangtze River cruise of the Three Gorges.
Viking Legend joins the fleet on the line’s

most popular ‘Grand European Tour’ for
2010. Making its debut this month in Europe,
Viking Legend boasts the largest suites on
Europe’s rivers and an innovative, energy-
efficient propulsion system.
Viking’s 19 ships for 2010 includes French
sailings with Viking Spirit and Viking
Neptune, featuring deluxe staterooms with
hotel-style beds. In Russia, the fully
renovated Viking Kirov and Viking Surkov set
the standard, and the five-star Viking Century
Sun is the most sumptuous ship in China,
with every stateroom offering a river view
and private balcony.
Full information is available from Innovative
Travel on FREEPHONE 0508 10011 or
email info@innovative-travel.com

New Zealand’s trade deficit
unexpectedly widened last month, as
the arrival of Jetstar planes bolstered
imports while exports of dairy
products and oil fell. Jetstar’s
purchases pushed aircraft imports to
$632m in June from $88m a year ago.
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Cruise Alaska 2010
Adventure World has
received advance notice of
the 2010 Early Booking
Savings for Cruise West’s
small ship cruising in Alaska.
Book and pay in full by
14AUG09 and save
US$700pp share twin on
Alaska Inside Passage and
Gold Rush Inside Passage
cruises. Or save US$400 on
Glacier Bay Highlights or
Glaciers of Prince William
Sound cruises. Itineraries and
departure dates are now
available. Phone Adventure
World for quotes and
bookings on 09-539 8102.

Three Continents Cabin Upgrades
World Journeys reports they only have one free cabin upgrade remaining
(from Outside to Balcony) on their Three Continents Cruise Journey, if
booked by today Friday 31JUL09.
The itinerary departs 27APR10, escorted by Rachel Rhind, visiting
Buenos Aires, Iguazu Falls and Rio before boarding the MSC Opera to
cruise up the coast of Brazil to Salvador, and Recife.  Crossing the
Atlantic, next stop is
Cape Verde, the Canary
Islands, Spain, Portugal
and the UK.
Download the details
here and contact World
Journeys on 0800
117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

EBD Deadline for Cruise West
World Journeys reminds agents that the Cruise West
Early Booking Savings of up to US$1200 per cabin
on their British Columbia and Columbia & Snake
River itineraries are valid on bookings paid in full by
today Friday 31JUL09.  Savings are based on double
occupancy and are subject to availability.
Contact World Journeys 0800 117311 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

As part of the new programme of music
themed cruises from Fred. Olsen Cruise
Lines - Music at Sea - one of the great names
of jazz will be entertaining passengers this
autumn. Braemar’s “Autumnal Sunshine”
cruise to the Western Mediterranean
(BM0921) stars Kenny Ball and his Jazzmen.

Cruise West Voyages EBD
World Journeys says that the Early Booking savings
on Cruise West’s new Voyages of the Great
Explorers (up to 35% off brochure rates) has now
been extended to bookings paid in full by 28AUG09.
Cruise West says the response to the new Voyages
has been tremendous, with hundreds booked on the
individual voyages, many on whole Chapters
(groups of voyages), and two so far on the entire
335-day voyage.  Contact World Journeys 0800
117311 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

ACCOMMODATION

travelpulse.com quotes Aqua Expeditions as
saying its 24-passenger Aqua was boarded
26JUL by six armed bandits who robbed
passengers of money and valuables while
sailing on the Amazon River in Peru.

Best Western Launches
Massive Three-Day Special
 Best Western is soon launching a huge special offer,
discounting hotel room rates by 40% -- reducing
some rooms to as little as $39 a night.
For three days only, customers can book drastically
reduced accommodation in Australia, New Zealand,
Asia and New Caledonia.
The Best Western Three-Day Sale commences at
7pm on Thursday, 13AUG and runs until Sunday,
16AUG (midnight). Log on to http://
www.bestwestern.com.au/3daysale for full details.
As a special bonus, early access to the special deal
room bookings will be given to customers who sign
up for the Best Western Newsletter – Best Western
E-news – by logging on to http://
www.bestwestern.com.au/signup. This is a free offer.

Quest Carlaw Park
This new serviced
apartment complex in
Auckland offers a
range of studio, one-
and two-bedroom self-
contained apartments.
Quest is located in the
New Carlaw Park
Precinct, within
walking distance of
Parnell, ASB Tennis
Centre, Vector Arena
and the Auckland
Domain.
It is a Qualmark four
star plus property. www.questcarlawpark.co.nz
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Special Anniversary Offers at Blanket Bay
Two 10th Anniversary offers
from Blanket Bay are
designed to allow locals and
guests from further afield in
New Zealand to sample the
world famous cuisine,
service and mystique of the
elite luxury hideaway.
From now until 15OCT, a
locals’ package offers
accommodation, pre-dinner
cocktails, a-la-carte dinner,
breakfast and carte blanche
use of sports equipment and
facilities for a special all-
inclusive rate of $350 plus GST per person
per night.
And those from outside of the region are
invited to take advantage of a national
Ultimate Escape holiday package available
through Air New Zealand from Auckland,
Napier, Kerikeri and Christchurch.

The $1579pp package includes flights and
two nights’ accommodation based on two
people sharing a room.
All guests at the Lodge are treated with
special personal attention, enjoy access to the
house bar, games room and wine cave, gym,
therapy suite and spa.

Heritage Rotorua High
Tech Key System
Heritage Rotorua continues its
ongoing upgrade programme with a
new leading edge hotel room security
system. The hotel’s metal keys have
been replaced with a Kaba Electronic
Locking System.  This system is a
step further on from the magnetic
strip style locking system, as it is
contact-less, being operated by a radio
frequency.
A further security upgrade at Heritage
Rotorua is the replacement of window
joinery and ranch sliders for all guest
rooms with balconies.
The new aluminium joinery and
ranch-sliders not only improve the
aesthetics, but also reduce external
noise and increase heating efficiency
with thicker tinted 8.33mm glass and
more effective seals.

The Great Room Showcased

INDUSTRY
Turkey Training Night
Adventure World invites Auckland travel
agents to an intimate Turkish Night.
Consultants can join AW’s guest speaker
from Turkey for an informal training evening
next Tuesday 04AUG09, at which they will
discover the glories of Turkey.  5.30 pm for
6pm at the Jubilee Hall, 545 Parnell Road,
Newmarket end, Auckland. Nibbles and
drinks provided. RSVP deadline extended
until today Friday 31JUL.  Email
juliev@adventureworld.co.nz to secure your
place on the night.

World Responsible Tourism
Leader in Auckland
Auckland’s tourism industry is invited to
learn from a world guru in sustainability.
Dr Harold Goodwin is Professor of
Responsible Tourism Management and
Director of the International Centre for
Responsible Tourism at Leeds Metropolitan
University. He has worked across four
continents with local communities, their
governments and the tourism industry.
Dr Goodwin will give a free two-hour
presentation to the Auckland industry on
Friday 14AUG at the Government Urban and
Economic Development (GUEDO) Office at
Tower Centre, CBD. Come along to get an
overview of responsible tourism as well as
challenges in Auckland / New Zealand and
international expectations.
Register by Monday 03AUG by emailing
your details to clout@aucklandnz.com.
Registrations are on a first come first served
basis as numbers are limited.

New Zealand based PCOs and meeting
planners as well as local and international
buyers attending the annual MEETINGS
2009 trade show last week got an exclusive
preview of The Great Room at The Langham.
Louise Erceg, Director of Sales and
Marketing at The Langham, Auckland says
that The Great Room, due to open next
February, will set a new standard in New
Zealand as a classic yet innovative ballroom
and conference venue.
“Having the capacity to seat 900 people
banquet style and up to 1400 theatre style
increases our current capacity considerably,

and the interest already being generated is exceptionally
positive.”

An audiovisual presentation of the
Great Room was shown to 160
guests to illustrate the new venue
during a Champagne reception.
This was followed by an elegant
soiree based on the concept of
‘construction chic’ in the current
Waitemata Ballroom. The theme
neatly encapsulated the current
work in progress status of The
Great Room project while
indicating the level of elegance and
style that will be present in the new
ballroom.
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Go to www.tats.co.nz to fill in your online booking form 

For further information contact TATS on Tel: (09) 2567050  or   e-mail: sales@tats.co.nz  
 

This flyer issued 23 JULY 2009 and is subject to change or withdrawal without notice.  Valid for New Bookings Only.  
Prices are subject to change due to currency fluctuation until such time as full payment is received. 

TATS & BLUE LAGOON CRUISES reserve the right to cancel this charter should minimum cabin numbers not be reached.  
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4 DAY / 3 NIGHT GOLD CLUB CRUISE 
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Imagine waking every morning to a new paradise. Days of turquoise seas, palm fringed islands, 

and intimate tranquillity of boutique small ship cruising in Fiji. Cruise to unspoilt islands, visit 

remote Fijian villages and swim and snorkel in some of the most beautiful waters of the world. 

 

$795 per person  

Based on Share Twin/Double ROH Cabin 

Cabin allocation is based on “first booked first allocated basis”   

Includes All Meals on Board, Taxes and Fuel surcharges  
 

�������� �1320 

	
����� �530 per person  
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Eligibility: TATS Club Members + 1 Companion in share twin/double cabin or +2 companions in 

share triple cabin. Maximum 1 child sharing with parents, maximum 2 children sharing own cabin. 
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Airfares are not included.  TATS can assist with Industry Fares and Hotel Accommodation if  required - within 
the rules of eligibility and conditions as specified on our airline and hotel deals.  

ELIGIBILITY:  TATS CLUB MEMBERS

LATE BREAK

�CLICK TO DOWNLOAD

Julia Sanson, Leisure Tourism Manager at
Destination Manawatu, advises that her position
has been disestablished following an internal
review process and yesterday was her last day
with the team. Julia says she really enjoyed the
last 7 years marketing the region, and intends
gathering her thoughts before embarking
positively in a new direction.

Industry colleagues and trade partners

gathered at Auckland’s Soul Bar last night to

welcome Louise Frend, Tourism Western

Australia’s new Trade Marketing Representa-

tive in New Zealand, and to farewell her

predecessor, Lisa Blackburn, who is relocat-

ing to WA with her partner, Chad D’Souza.

Louise (left) and Lisa are pictured here with

Dover Samuels, Associate Tourism Minister in

the last NZ Government.

Louise and Lisa first met Mr Samuels at the

Australian Indigenous Tourism Conference in

Broome in 2007.

Dunedin’s recently re-branded Scenic Hotel
Southern Cross is offering all industry staff
the opportunity to experience its newly
refurbished rooms, and is offering a room
rate of $75. Click Here for details.British Airways is doing away with all meal

service, except breakfast, on its short haul
flights from next week. The BBC reports that
pax on flights of less than 2½ hours departing
after 10am will get drinks and snacks only.

Jakarta’s JW Marriott and Ritz-Carlton hotels
have re-opened, although the bomb-damaged
public areas remain closed.

PM the Hon John Key will this afternoon launch
a new Tourism New Zealand campaign with a
difference : The Great Kiwi Invite.
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