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TANOA INTERNATIONAL HOTEL

FIJI

Tanoa International is Nadi’s premier hotel, just 3

minutes from the airport. Set in 6 hectares of tropical

gardens it is the only 4 star (AAA rated) hotel in the area.

There is a range of room types, including suites, a pool,

spa, gym, flood-lit tennis, 24 hour airport shuttle and

Nadi’s only 24 hour restaurant.

Our great staff will ensure your clients have a great stay.

Toll Free 0508 100111 

info@innovative-travel.com 

 

True Specialists 
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Expert Local Operators 
UNIQUE EXPERIENCES 

PROUD TO REPRESENT

The Finest Range of Noosa Accommodation
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New Zealand Representative Francis Travel Marketing
P: 09 444 2298  e: reservations @francistravelmarketing.co.nz

On our
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Click Here

Parehua Country Estate,
Martinborough

HELEN CAMBELL
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George Hickton Moving On
George Hickton, who has led Tourism New Zealand for more than a
decade, is to stand down at the end of this year.
He has advised the NTO’s board and staff that he will be leaving when
his CEO contract expires on 01DEC, having decided the time is right.
Mr Hickton has presided over a 60% growth
in visitor numbers during his time at the top,
and seen the organisation’s marketing efforts
help exceed a major target - one million
Australian visitors in a 12-month period.
“I am immensely proud of what we have
achieved since 1999,” says Hickton. “We
launched the 100% Pure New Zealand brand
ten years ago and it has now become iconic
for both the country and tourism.
”We’ve also had some high profile PR results with New Zealand
gardens at the Chelsea Flower Show in London, and the giant
inflatable rugby ball events in Paris and London.”
Mr Hickton said he was most proud of the quality of the Tourism New
Zealand team and for that reason he was determined to facilitate a
positive transition to ensure the organisation continued to perform at
the highest level.
The Chairman of Tourism New Zealand Greg Muir acknowledged the
tremendous commitment George Hickton had brought to the role of
CEO.
”He will be a big loss not only to Tourism New Zealand but to the
industry at large,” Mr Muir said.
”We know that this was a big call for George and we have welcomed
the fact that he will continue in his role until his contract expires at
the end of the year.”

http://www.thailand.net.au
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090326.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090402.pdf
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100% Pure Sponsorship for Winter Games

TO GET YOUR OWN FREE SUBSCRIPTION

 visit   www.travelmemo.co.nz

Tourism New Zealand is to be the naming
rights sponsor of the Southern Hemisphere’s
largest winter sports event – the 100% Pure
New Zealand Winter Games which takes
place on 21-30AUG.
The announcement by Prime Minister John
Key follows a $1 million investment from
the Major Events Development Fund into
Winter Games NZ to enhance New Zealand’s
growing reputation as a world-class events
destination.
“We are serious about attracting and
developing world class events. This is a great
example of an exciting, home-grown event
with huge potential,” said the Prime
Minister. “The tourism spin-offs in terms of
visitor numbers and spending will be
significant. This event will showcase some
of our most spectacular scenery and we
believe the benefits will extend well beyond
the Otago region.”
Winter Games NZ CEO, Arthur Klap, said
the Games will put New Zealand on 350
million TV screens around the world.
“It will attract 800 of the world’s elite winter
sports athletes, many of whom will next be
seen on the podium at the Winter Olympics

and it will pump $50 million into New
Zealand’s economy. And that’s just the first
year!
“This biennial event will grow into a hugely
valuable property for New Zealand engaging
our own athletes, spectators, volunteers and
businesses and growing into an event New
Zealand can be proud of. We are delighted to
be working closely with Tourism New
Zealand to achieve this.”
Tourism New Zealand CEO, George
Hickton, said the Games provided an ideal
platform with which to celebrate a landmark
anniversary of its 100% Pure New Zealand
brand.
The 100% Pure New Zealand Winter Games
is the only event of its kind outside the
Winter Olympics and will take place at
Coronet Peak, The Remarkables, Cardrona
Alpine Resort, Snow Farm, Naseby and
Dunedin. It will feature disciplines of alpine
skiing, free skiing, x-country skiing,
snowboarding, curling, ice skating and
adaptive snow sports as well as the
demonstration sports of winter triathlon and
natural luge.
www.wintergamesnz.com.

Queenstown
now Otago’s Gateway
Queenstown, not Dunedin, is Air New
Zealand’s gateway to Otago for tourists.
That’s the message from the airline’s
deputy chief executive, Norm Thompson,
when he announced that Air New Zealand
will increase flights from Melbourne,
Sydney and Brisbane during the summer in
a bid to promote Queenstown as a four-
season destination.
His comments, reported in the Otago Daily
Times, follow news that the airline will
trial a new weekly Brisbane-Queenstown
service from mid-December until the end
of January and a second Sydney-
Queenstown flight will operate from mid-
October to the end of December, rather
than being cut back to one return flight a
week.
The Melbourne flight will continue
throughout the summer.
The ODT quotes Mr Thompson as saying
the resort is “arguably New Zealand’s
fastest-growing destination for Australian
visitors, as a result of continual increases
in direct services across the Tasman.”

While the airline would continue to try to
drive demand for more “year-round”
services to Dunedin, Mr Thompson said
there was not enough demand at present to
sustain that.
Otago Chamber of Commerce chief
executive John Christie, of Dunedin, said
the announcement needed to be taken from
a regional point of view, as Dunedin
people could expect to benefit from
increased international flights to and from
Queenstown.
There was no point comparing the two
centres, as each attracted a different
market, he said.
Dunedin needed to work on establishing a
market which could attract international
travellers.
This could include the business market.

Tourism Holdings Freezes Wages
Tourism Holdings Limited will be freezing The company says it is currently working
base wages and salaries for all
staff in light of the current
economic climate.
thl CEO Grant Webster said:
“The near term impacts on the
tourism sector have been well publicised.
The coming summer is, at best, showing no
indication of being any better than the
last.”

with union members to ratify the
proposals which would see all
existing CEA terms and
conditions remain static for the
coming 12 months.

Staff on individual agreements will not
receive a review of their base wage or
salary rate.

http://www.thailand.net.au
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Milford Access Proposals
Still Live
Competing proposals for new access to Milford Sound
remain live, with the Southland Times reporting that
Milford Dart Ltd had submitted an Environmental
Impact Assessment within the last few months and
Riverside Holdings Ltd is about to resubmit its
Environmental Impact Assessment and is confident this
one will be successful.
Riverside Holdings has plans to transport passengers
from Queenstown via catamaran across Lake Wakatipu
to connect with an all-terrain vehicle which would take
them to Kiwi Burn and a 43km monorail trip to Te Anau
Downs on the Milford Road. Some 29km of the
monorail track would pass through DoC land. The
Southland Times says the plan calls for a track that
would be located closer to the ground than a traditional
monorail but there would be room for animals and
people to pass underneath
DoC says that if a draft determination is favourable the
next step would be public consultation.

2009 PATA Young Tourism
Professional Award
Rising stars in the New Zealand tourism
industry are being sought for the 2009 PATA
Young Tourism Professional Award.
The Award, managed by TIA, recognises
aspiring young individuals who are paving
the way in the tourism sector.  The winner of
the award will receive a grant of $2,500 to
advance their professional development,
together with access to ATTTO management
courses.
 PATA NZ Trust Chairman Neil Plimmer
says, “In the current challenging times the
tourism industry more than ever needs to
encourage its best young people to stay and
to achieve high performance standards. It
needs to attract and train to the highest
professional levels a new generation of
young enthusiasts.
“Nominations can come from any field of
tourism and travel: past winners have
included a Maori tour operator, a chef, a
Ministry of Tourism policy adviser, a coach
company CEO, an Regional Tourism
Organisation (RTO) manager and others.
“The PATA Trust is very pleased to have
ATTTO join us as a partner this year,
enabling the size and range of awards to be
extended.”
The PATA Young Tourism Professional
Award is open to those working in the
tourism industry under the age of 35 at the
closing date for entries, 14AUG09.  Finalists
will be announced in early October.
For more information and to download the
Official Entry Form visit the Tourism
Industry Awards website
www.tourismawards.co.nz.

AUSTRALIA

Fantail Lodge
Eyes RWC2011 Business
Fantail Lodge near Katikati in the Western Bay of
Plenty has secured bank funding for a major expansion
which it hopes will see the property play host to a
visiting Rugby World Cup team.
The Bay of Plenty Times reports that the owners are
about to add ten more villas, taking Fantail Lodge’s total
accommodation to twelve 130sq m villas and ten suites,
more than enough for a team, management and staff.
While there are no games being played in Tauranga,
Fantail Lodge is within easy range of Rotorua, Hamilton
and Auckland, and offers what teams are looking for –
privacy, security, training facilities and access.
The BOPT says the 15ha property has chopper access
and as much as two hectares of flat open land for
training.

Tasmania Attracts a
Million

Stop Drinking
the Bath Water
To drink a glass of red wine is widely
believed to combat the signs of ageing,
and Endota Day Spa in the Barossa
Valley has taken this one step further by
offering its clients the experience of
luxuriating in a bath full of Barossa red
wine.
Endota Day Spa is located just over an
hour’s drive from Adelaide at the
Novotel Barossa Valley Resort and has
created the luxury product that allows
clients to indulge themselves with a
nourishing red wine bath. (It’s better
than paddling in Jacob’s Creek)
The experience lasts 30 minutes at a
cost of A$45 and is finished off with a
hand and scalp massage.

Tasmania is celebrating the arrival of
one million visitors in a single year for
the first time.
Tourism Minister Michelle O’Byrne, in
announcing the milestone for the year
to MAR09, said the figure, which
includes interstate visitors, had
doubled since the 1990s.
Cruise ship passenger number growth
helped, with more than 102,000 cruise
ship visitors arriving in Tasmania in
the six months to March, up 27% on
the previous summer season.
Following the national trend, Tasmania
recorded a 5% decline in international
visitors over the year to MAR09 with
147,400 visitors recorded during the
period.

Edinburgh Tattoo in Sydney

The Best Farmer’s Market in Australia

The Edinburgh Military Tattoo returns
to the Sydney Football Stadium 04-
06FEB next year to celebrate its 60th

anniversary with a new show themed
Valour, Mateship, Glory.
Keith Prowse has packages ex AKL,
flying Qantas, with two nights

accommodation at a wide choice of
Sydney properties, return hotel/concert
transfers, and Gold reserved seats, plus
upgrade options and pre-show dinner
offers.
The KP flyer, which also lists land-only
packages, can be downloaded here.

The Willunga Farmers Market on
South Australia‘s Fleurieu Peninsula
has been recognised as the best in
Australia in the Vogue Entertaining and
Travel  2009 produce awards. The

community market is held every
Saturday morning in the township of
Willunga and was praised for its main
aim of bringing farmers and local
shoppers together.
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Kangaroo Is Declared a ‘National Landscape’
South Australia’s Kangaroo Island – widely
regarded internationally as ‘Australia’s

clean, green and environmentally responsible
travel experiences and Kangaroo Island
delivers in spades,” says South Australian
Tourism Commission regional manager NZ
Jane Wilson.
The island is easily accessible from
Adelaide, with Kangaroo Island Sealink
offering a range of touring and self drive
packages ex Adelaide, or visitors can take a
45-minute flight ex Adelaide with Regional
Express Airlines.
Kangaroo Island is the focus of the SATC’s
Wine, Wildlife and Heritage Discovery
Famil from 15–22OCT09. Interested agents
should contact Stacey Cant (SATC
Marketing Coordinator) on Tel: 09 368 5381
or via email Stacey@satc.co.nz

Galapagos’ – has been declared part of
Tourism Australia’s National Landscapes
program.
The island is the only destination to be
recognised this year and joins eight other
landscapes around Australia, including
Australian Alps, Australia’s Green Cauldron,
Kakadu, Australia’s Red Centre, Great Ocean
Road, Australia’s Coastal Wilderness,
Greater Blue Mountains and Flinders
Ranges, also in South Australia.
The accolade reinforces Kangaroo Island’s
status as one of the best places in Australia to
get close to nature, and confirms the island’s
status as a must see destination for New
Zealanders.
“More and more, Kiwis are looking for

Dress Circle for Taronga’s “Roar and Snore”

SOUTH PACIFIC

Taronga’s Zoo’s new-look overnight
accommodation program, “Roar and Snore”,
now has a dress circle location amid the

Harbour.
The Zoo’s General
Manager Life Sciences
and Environmental
Education, Cameron Kerr,
said: “What started out as
a simple camping
experience at our
Education Centre has now
moved centre-stage with
accommodation and meals
to match the remarkable
wildlife experience of
staying in the zoo
overnight.”

The cliff-top location boasts ultra-
comfortable safari-style tents, each with a
view of the harbour and city skyline and is a

throughout the overnight stay.
After settling into their tent, guests on the
new-look “Roar and Snore” fully-hosted
experience get to enjoy a gourmet buffet

roast feast and drinks in the
main tent before hiking
through the Zoo on a two-
hour night zoo safari.
They rise to the warbles,
rumbles, squeaks, growls and
roars of the animals greeting
the day, and the wildlife
adventure continues with a
light breakfast before being
treated to two behind-the-
scenes exclusive experiences.
Guests are then welcome to
spend the day exploring the
Zoo during the daylight
hours.

Zoo’s wildlife and overlooking Sydney base for the tours and wildlife encounters

Blue Lagoon’s
“Lovers’ Breakfast” Special
Blue Lagoon Cruises now offers a “lovers’
breakfast in bed” option for its four and
seven-day ‘Gold Club’ cruise passengers.
Priced from FJ$247* per couple (around
NZ$200*) the package includes either a
lavish Continental breakfast or a full cooked
English or American breakfast. It also
includes private car transfers to the wharf
from Blue Lagoon Cruises’ dedicated pre-
boarding lounge area in Lautoka, a ‘bubbly’
breakfast in bed the next day, ‘his and hers’
gifts at breakfast, and complimentary
chocolates on turn down.
Further massaging the value, the couple gets
a 30-minute ‘his and hers’ back rub.
The new breakfast option complements the
boutique cruise operator’s highly romantic
candlelit ‘private dining experience’ where,
for around NZ$120, a couple can enjoy a
candlelit dinner in a private section of the
Sky Deck on board MV Mystique Princess
and the Sun Deck on board MV Fiji Princess.
Prices for both the ‘lovers’ breakfast’ and
‘romantic dining’ packages are valid until
31MAR10.
*Conditions apply.

Fiji’s Commerce Ministry is quoted in

the Fiji Times Online as saying that

talks with Dubai Ports over the

possible management of Nadi Airport

are on hold because of the global

recession.

http://www.thailand.net.au
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090326.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090402.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090420.pdf
http://www.thailand.net.au


20090630                         www.travelmemo.co.nzPage 6

Massive Fijian Resort
Development on the Block
The partially completed Momi Resort
development in Fiji will go up for mortgagee
auction on 22JUL. This first stage of the
resort involves 350 residential sites, a
partially completed nine-hole golf course,
golf clubhouse, and hotel complex, work on
which stopped back in 2006.
The Fiji National Provident Fund, which
recently took over the Momi Bay property,
30 minutes drive southwest of Nadi, as
mortgagee in possession, said it had no
intention of being involved in developing the
property in the immediate term.
Considerable structural construction work
had been completed on the resort’s
distinctive Fijian canoe-style bures, as well
as on what were to be Fiji’s over-water
bungalows, located on a large lagoon. Three
of the six guest room blocks had been
roofed, and work was also well advanced on
the remaining guest accommodation and
facilities.
Bayleys Real Estate says it estimates that an
experienced developer could complete the
project within 12 to 18 months.

Air Pacific has released July Special

Wholesale Nett Fares for ticket sales

to 19JUL09 and travel commenced

29JUN-12DEC and completed by

15DEC09. The fares, which are

combinable with Bula published

fares, permit travel on flights

operated by Air NZ from WLG and

CHC via AKL using SPA add-ons.

Close-outs apply.

School Hols Space on
Reef Escape Fiji Cruises
Captain Cook Cruises says it has space
available during the JUL09 and SEP09
school holidays on its 3, 4 or 7-night Reef
Escape cruises.  Clients can save 25%pp on
all room categories on travel to 31MAR10,
and wholesalers have the details.
MV Reef Escape is currently undergoing a
soft refurbishment and all Staterooms and
Tabua Staterooms now boast new carpet,
curtains and cushions.
The Ra Marama Lounge also features new
chairs and curtains, whilst the mini-
gymnasium has been fitted out with stepping
machine, treadmill, exercise bikes and
weights.
The Sun Deck is also scheduled to receive a
mini-makeover in coming months.
Fuel surcharges no longer apply.
For more info visit www.ateam.co.nz

Family Hols on a Shoestring
If your clients are seeking a tropical island
family holiday on a shoestring, Bounty
Island Resort in the Mamanucas has the
credentials, and also has space available
during the school holidays.
The resort is currently offering 50% off
Beachfront Bures, and kids stay, play and eat
free. There are also meal plans from F$55pp
per day. Sales to 31AUG09 and Travel to
31MAR10.
The Beachfront Bures can accommodate 2
adults and 2 kids under 12 years old and
offer air con, mini fridge and ensuite
bathroom. Call your wholesaler or visit
www.ateam.co.nz

Changes to Edgewater’s Garden Rooms

ASIA

The Edgewater Resort & Spa in Rarotonga now has two new dedicated websites up and

running, one devoted to its Weddings product - http://www.edgewaterweddings.co.ck/

and the other to its Villas - http://www.edgewatervillas.co.ck/

The Edgewater Resort & Spa in Rarotonga
has decided to postpone the full
refurbishment of its Garden Rooms, citing
delays in getting the necessary fittings and
materials, as well as the demand for rooms
from the schedule of major events in coming
months.
Instead, the resort has made subtle changes –
retiling of patios, freshen-up of paintwork
and an island touch to the bed covers – small
improvements that have impressed visiting
travel agents.

Extra Person rate on the Garden View rooms
effective for stays SEP09-MAR10, allowing
three adults to share a Garden/Garden
Superior room at twin/double cost.
The property is also trialing Quad Share in
six of its Garden Rooms, which have been
fitted with four beds, making the rooms ideal
for sports teams or students. Again, standard
twin/double rates apply, making for
worthwhile savings.
The quad rooms are on offer to 31MAR10
with closeouts in the second and third week
of AUG09.In other news, Edgewater has suspended the

Golf in a Kingdom: The Thai Golf Experience
The Tourist Authority of Thailand (TAT) has
partnered with eight premium golf
properties, Bangkok-based tour operator
Golfasian and six of the country’s premier
hotels to form ‘Golf in a Kingdom: The Thai
Golf Experience’, a cooperative effort in the
planning since 2007.
They aim to tell the world’s golfers what
Asian golfers already know – that the
Kingdom of Thailand has for decades been
the destination of choice for Asian golfers,
thanks to its stellar courses, superb year-
round climate and welcoming culture.
The Kingdom’s courses are among the best-
maintained in all of golf, designed over
spectacular verdant terrain, from the warm
southern beachfronts to the cool northern
highlands. The quality and sheer beauty of

The Thai Golf Experience courses are quite
literally awesome, while the charm and
savvy of its world-famous all-female caddie
corps- a staple at every course, country-wide
- may just leave the strongest impression of
all.
The details are all contained in a new
website www.golfinakingdom.com.
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WIFM?

See at right for the special Last Minute Deals
valid for the selling period of 01–15 July.

A new list of Last Minute Deals will
be available from 16–31 July.

Receive a $50 Farmers voucher
for every Last Minute Deals

booking made and deposited
in the month of July.

Receive a $50 Farmers voucher
for every Last Minute Deals

booking made and deposited
in the month of July.

�
Get your share of the

 action!

For a limited time only, Trafalgar is offering last minute savings for new bookings on a small 

ly 0 ly

www.trafalgartours.co.nz

PROMO

CODE

TOUR 

CODE

TOUR NAME DEPARTURE

DATE

ORIGINAL

PRICE*

SPECIAL

 PRICE*

SAVINGS*

2 BIBI         Wonders of Britain & lreland         20 Aug 3625.00 3260 00 365 00

LMD22 BIAS           Best of Ireland & Scotland            22 A g 4275.00 3845 00 430 00

LMD23       CDAS         Dalmation Sunshine                      22 A g 3235 00 2910 00 325 00

2        ITIS            Best of Italy & Sicily                       22 A g 4825 00 4340 00 485 00

2       FTOF         Treasures of France                      22 Aug 2599 00 2340 00 259 00

LMD26       IREX Irish Experience                             23 A g 3199 00 2879 00 320 00

2        SCFA         Scenic Scandinavia & Fjords         23 Aug 5150 00 4630 00 520 00

2        PORTO  Best of Portugal 6 Aug 2735 00 2460 00 275 00

LMD29       FWOF        Wonderful France 9 Aug 2935 00 2640 00 295 00

3       EBOE The Grand Alpine Tour                  30 Aug 4175 00 3750 00 425 00
* Per person share-twin

You must quote the individual ‘PROMO CODE’ at the time of booking. 

Conditions:
For new bookings only, subject to availability

ly 0 ly

SEATS LIMITED - CONTACT TRAFALGAR RESERVATIONS NOW!
0800-872 325  or res@trafalgar.co.nz

5 Reasons to Promote These Tours:
Booking Trends – designed to assist you to attract new clients based on the current trend of 
last minute bookings

Up-sell

Commissions

Opportunities – we have listened and answered the Travel Agents calling to create new 

1

2

3

4

5

01 – 15 JULY SPECIALS  

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD
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Sentosa Resort on Track
Resorts World at Sentosa says it will
complete all structural buildings by next
month, just 27 months after breaking ground.
The 49-hectare resort is on track for an early
2010 soft opening, which includes Universal
Studios Singapore, Resorts World Casino, its
resident show theatre, part of its dining strip
FestiveWalk and four hotels – Hotel
Michael, Maxims Tower, Festive Hotel and a
Hard Rock Hotel.
Fitting out of the hotels’ façade and
installation of the Universal Studios

Singapore attractions – already begun – will
ramp up after the last building, Hotel
Michael, tops out next month.
Testing and commissioning of the theme
park rides and attractions will take place
later this year, as scheduled, for the Resort to
meet its early 2010 soft launch target.
About 60% of the Resort’s built up area will
be completed for the soft opening.
Two more attractions, the Marine Life Park
and the Maritime Xperiential Museum, the
ESPA and two more hotels – Equarius and
Spa Villas – will open progressively.

Lombok Last-Minute Savings
G.A.P Adventures has a last-minute 25%
saving on the 22AUG09 departure of its 9-
day Discover Lombok small group tour from
Ubud to Sanur. Situated a short distance
from Bali but frequented by only a small
number of tourists, Lombok is a world away
from busy Bali. Trek up the amazing Gunung
Rinjani, a still active volcano, swim and
snorkel among amazing coral reefs
surrounding tiny islands, and visit local
markets and villages in this island adventure.
The 22AUG departure is now priced from
$645pp share twin plus US$150 local
payment.
Phone Adventure World on 09-539 8103.

Overseas visitor numbers for

Japan plunged 34% in MAY09,

continuing a dismal trend as H1N1

and global economic woes

continue to bite. The Japanese

government has declared that

travel to Japan is safe and that

the swine flu outbreak there is

under control.

Meanwhile outbound travel by

Japanese was also down nearly

19%, even though May contained

a number of holidays.

Trekking Everest Region
Adventure World’s Asia Product Manager,
Zoe Macfarlane has just returned from a
Nepalese sojourn, touring with AmaDablam
Adventures.
She took in their 16-day Everest Panorama
tour which saw her hiking in the Everest
region, white-water rafting the Trisuli River
and taking an elephant jungle safari in
Chitwan National Park.
Zoe reports, “My highlights included seeing
Mt Everest from the stunning village of
Tengboche, bathing an elephant, getting four
metres from a rhino, and eating the delicious
staple meal, Daal Bhaat.
“Nepal offers great variety to visitors and
you can be as active as you choose, from
short walks to 18-day hikes, religious sites
and ancient buildings, great bargain shopping
and a wide variety of international cuisines,
meaning that there truly is something for
everybody. It was also great to see that Nepal
is really looking after its tourists with locals
offering a warm and friendly welcome
throughout the country.”
Zoe was also fortunate enough to see the
Everest Marathon take place, an annual event
that occurs on the anniversary of Hillary’s
summit of Everest, May 29th.

“Keep an eye out in a few months for specials
that will work around this event for 2010 –

either participating or watching, as it was a
fantastic day and well organised.”
Adventure World is the NZ GSA for
AmaDablam Adventures phone 09-539 8103.

Zoe Macfarlane at Boudnath Stupa

in Kathmandu

Phuket International Airport is to be

expanded at a cost of US$173 million,

according to a report in the Bangkok

Post. The crowded airport is

Thailand’s second busiest and

handles nearly 5.8 million passengers

a year. The expansion, which gets

under way at the end of next year,

will lift its capacity to 12.5 million pax

a year by 2013.

Visitor arrivals to Singapore in MAY09

totalled 730,000, down 13% on MAY08.

Gazetted hotel room revenue was

estimated at S$112 million, down 38% on a

year ago.  The Average Occupancy Rate

for MAY09 was 69%, a 12.2 percentage

point decrease over MAY08. The Average

Room Rate was estimated at S$184, down

25% and Revenue Per Available Room

decreased by 37% to S$128.
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THE AMERICAS
Machu Picchu Rail Disruption
Indigenous Peruvians, protesting foreign
exploitation of resources, threatened to block
access to the Machu Picchu ruins, a move
that forced PeruRail to temporarily suspend
train service to the sanctuary last week as a
precaution. Indigenous leaders, using road
blockades and other tactics, recently
succeeded in forcing the government to
reverse planned land reforms that would
have opened their traditional land to
investment and exploration by international
energy companies.

Cruising Titicaca
on the ss Ollanta
PeruRail plans to operate luxury day cruises
on Lake Titicaca aboard the 2000-ton
steamer ss Ollanta, which it is restoring.
The ship was built in England in 1930, then
broken down, transported and re-assembled
lakeside at Puno, where it plied the lake for
many years.
LivinginPeru.com quotes the PeruRail
general manager Armando Pareja as saying
“This is a highly prized project for PeruRail,
which will require an investment of between
six and eight million dollars only in the
restoration process, and we plan to finish it
by the end of 2010.”
The aim is to restore the posh passenger
steamer to original condition, complete with
accommodation for 66 first class passengers
in a large deckhouse on the upper deck and
20 second class berths forward. Large dining
saloons and smoking rooms featured on the
upper and promenade decks.
PeruRail’s intention is to offer daily tours,
but tourists will not stay overnight on the
boat.
“If tourism is developed in the area as it is
expected, then we move to the second phase
of the project, which is to develop tour
packages for three days and two nights,”
Pareja added.

QF Short-Life Fares to Canada Amended

Qantas has made the following amendments
to its current short-life fares to Vancouver:
• Travel period has been extended to include
travel until 18NOV09.
• A higher fare booked in Q class (QPXCA1)
has been introduced to enable trade up.
All other details are unchanged.

Galapagos & More

MID EAST / AFRICA

World Journeys has just
released a hot deal on
cruises in the Galapagos:
Book a 7-night cruise
aboard the luxury yacht La
Pinta and get a free tour
(land only) in your client’s
choice of Argentina, Chile
or Peru.
The 5-day Argentina tour
(pre or post cruise)
includes all
accommodation, a Buenos
Aires city tour, a Fiesta
Gaucha excursion, and a Tango Dinner Show.
The 4-day Chile tour (pre or post cruise)
includes all accommodation, a Santiago city
tour, tastings at two wineries in the
Casablanca Valley, and a Valparaiso city
tour.

all accommodation, the Sacred Valley, a tour
of Cusco, and the Lost City of Machu
Picchu.
Offer applies to specific departures in JUL,
AUG, and OCT-DEC09, and is subject to
availability.  Contact World Journeys 0800
11 73 11 or info@worldjourneys.co.nzThe 5-day Peru tour (post tour only) includes

Biggest Vietnam Discounts
Active Asia is currently offering Vietnam’s
biggest discounts on group tours.
With a saving of $2,000 per couple (more
than enough to pay for an airfare) on selected
tour dates, Active Asia says this is the
biggest discount available for the Ultimate
Vietnam, 3 star 15-day tour and the Discover
Vietnam, deluxe 11-day tour.
Active Asia has selected tour dates only left
to fill and this is a huge saving.
The Ultimate is the most popular tour as it
includes top quality 3½-star hotels and all
sightseeing - and no local payment. With the
saving of $1,000pp, clients can now spend
15 days in Vietnam for only $ 2,490pp and
be on a quality tour.
The Discover Vietnam is a Deluxe tour using
4 and 5 star hotels and with this huge
discount the price is now only $2,950pp.
Sales run to 31JUL09, so this is a great
special for retailers to advertise.
Download the flier at www.activeasia.co.nz/
agents

Ramadan Dates for 2009
Innovative Travel advises that dates for the
holy month of Ramadan this year are from
approx 21AUG to 20SEP.
During this time those who follow Islamic
beliefs are fasting during daylight hours as a
way of demonstrating their commitment to
the principles of the Koran.  Special meals
are consumed just prior to dawn and
immediately following sunset, but no food or
drink is consumed during the day. The
fasting process is designed to also develop
patience and self-control, learn sympathy for

The
Middle
East
specialist
wholesaler
says
things

the deprived, cleanse the body and mind, and
protect against sin.

operate normally during this month and
although traditional shows like belly dancing
may not be performed during Ramadan, all
tourist sites remain open, with slightly
reduced hours in some situations.
For further information call Innovative
Travel on toll free on 0508 100111.
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Kruger to Livingstone Link
World Journeys reports that a new service
from South African regional carrier Airlink
commences 17AUG
between Kruger and
Livingstone. The tour
operator says this will be
a huge plus for clients
wanting to travel between
two of Africa’s most
sought-after destinations.
Previously travellers had
to overnight in
Johannesburg, whereas
the new route will allow
them to enjoy a game
drive and breakfast at
their safari lodge before
travelling to Livingstone
and enjoying an evening
Zambezi sunset cruise.
In the other direction, clients can enjoy a
walk to Victoria Falls in the morning before

first night in the bush.
World Journeys say it will now be able to

flying to Kruger to enjoy dinner and their

ensure seamless and efficient itineraries to
make the most of clients’ time.
Contact them at 0800 11 73 11 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

EUROPE

Escorted Namibia in Luxury
Adventure World has just two spaces left on
its Namibia and Botswana Escorted Tour

departing 27AUG09.
In Namibia guests stay at four ‘truly
amazing’ Wilderness Safari properties –
Kulala Desert Lodge, pictured here hidden
at the foot of the Sossusvlei dunes; Doro
Nawas Camp, which overlooks the rugged
Damaraland area; Andersson’s Camp,
located on the edge of Etosha National
Park; and Lianshulu Lodge, situated in the
remote Caprivi Strip. The tour also
explores Botswana’s Chobe National Park
and Victoria Falls.

Who Knows Better than a Cabbie?
The Northern Ireland Tourist Board (NITB)
has launched an initiative to capitalise on
taxi drivers’ gift of the gab.
A new DVD for taxi drivers highlights the
vital role they play in the tourist industry. It
features comedian Tim McGarry driving a
taxi around Belfast’s tourist attractions.
Belfast firm Value Cabs is a partner in the
scheme, and has delivered the DVD to
hundreds of its taxi drivers, and NITB plans

Northern Ireland later in the year.
NITB’s Kathryn Thomson says that taxi
drivers can affect the quality of holiday
experience for many tourists: “Often a taxi
driver can be the first point of contact for
visitors as they arrive in Northern Ireland.
Therefore they have a vital role in providing
a warm welcome and sharing their valuable
knowledge of the area and bringing the
experience to life through stories and
humour.”to extend the project to other parts of

Medieval Irish Treasure on Display in Co Mayo

Just about everything is included in
the tour price, from $17,580pp
share twin. Thelma, the New
Zealand Tour Manager, was born in
Africa and has travelled extensively
throughout Namibia and Botswana,
and her knowledge enhances a tour
that offers a close up encounter with
three of Africa’s most beautiful
countries.
Phone Jo Beddard on 09-539 8132
or email job@adventureworld.co.nz

A medieval relic, The Moylough Belt
Shrine is on loan from the National
Museum in Dublin for exhibition in
the Museum of Country Life at
Turlough Park in Castlebar, County
Mayo, through until Spring 2010.
The Moylough Belt Shrine dates from
the 8th century and is considered one

of the great treasures of medieval Ireland.
Found nearby in Moylough, Co. Sligo in the
1940s by local man cutting turf, the Moylough
belt shrine is made of four hinged bronze pieces,
beautifully decorated with silver foils, glass and
enamel. The hollow cavities contain strips of
leather, hence the naming of the piece as a belt
shrine. Archaeologists suggest that the richness
of the ornamentation indicates the piece was
made for ceremonial purposes, or that its
function was to contain a sacred relic.
Objects associated with saints in early Ireland
were often preserved after the saint’s death and
placed in shrines or reliquaries.  These
containers were often made of precious metals
and richly decorated to reflect the importance of
their contents.
There are records of belt shrines in medieval
Ireland which were used for oath swearing and
curing illness. The Moylough Belt Shrine is the
only known surviving example of a belt shrine in
Ireland.
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Villa, Castle or Monastery?

Auberge Saint Pierre in France, set in 90ha of private woodland, is a
beautifully converted 16th century coaching inn with 16 rooms. It is highly
valued by Heart of Provence and Secret Provence cycling guests, who spend
two nights here.

Do your clients fancy staying in a Roman
villa, Gothic castle or recently restored
mediaeval monastery?
If so, Headwater walking and cycling
holidays offer a range of wonderfully
converted properties to tempt travellers.
Combining stylish and modern 21st century

facilities with breathtaking views,
stunning surrounds and fine food, wine
and service, these unique places are,
Headwater believes, among the most
atmospheric in the world and are the
perfect antidote to modern-day, bland
chain hotels.

• Castell d’Emporda in
Spain is spectacularly
situated between the
mountains and the
Mediterranean. An
original 14th century
Gothic castle, it has
been lovingly restored
and is now a luxury
35-room hotel.

     Spend two nights here
on the Contrasts of
Catalunya cycling and
Catalan Classic Walk
holidays.

One of the highlights of walking and
cycling holidays in Chianti, Italy is the
chance to spend two nights at Relais
della Rovere, an elegantly restored 11th
century Benedictine Abbey, complete
with turreted towers, cloistered
courtyards, original frescoes and
beautiful gardens.

Finca el Cerrillo in Spain is
the base for the Secrets of
Andalucia walking week, and
is a beautifully restored 200-
year-old olive mill.

Manoir Bel Air in
France is an imposing
riverside house built in
the 17th Century for a
wine broker, and then
went on to serve as a
military hospital in the
late 1700s. Today it
features on the Chateaux
of the Loire cycling
route – a great location
from which to explore
the fairytale chateau at
Chambord.

For itineraries
featuring these
properties, phone
Adventure World on
09-539 8102.
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TOURS
Gecko’s Drops Local Payments
With the release of its 2010-11 world-wide
brochures, Gecko’s Adventures has said it
will no longer have local payments.
Says NZ Sales Manager, Rod Griffith (Griff):
“Agents will now earn more commission as
the local payment will be absorbed into the
tour price, and Gecko’s customers won’t have
to worry about exchanging and then carrying
as much cash on tour.”
The changes have been incorporated in the
new Gecko’s India and Nepal brochure,
which is being printed to be on the streets by
August, and the new pricing structure is
shown on www.geckosadventures.com
The remainder of the Gecko’s brochures, with
new pricing structure, will be coming out
over subsequent months, says Griff.

It’s taken 900 years, but finally Venetian

men have had to admit that women can do

anything. That includes plying the canals of

Venice on the end on a gondolier’s pole.

Last week a woman successfully passed a

test to become the first-ever female

trainee gondolier.

AVIATION

Qantas Group Rethinks its 787 Strategy

The production delays at Boeing have
fortuitously coincided with the current
climate in world aviation and this scenario
has given Qantas the opportunity to make big
changes to its order.
Jetstar will probably make do with A330s in
the meantime and will eventually be able to
deploy the bigger B787-9s on the Kangaroo
Route against low cost rival AirAsia X, which
has confirmed an order for the roughly
equivalent Airbus A350 XWB.
Meanwhile, the likely performance
limitations of the B787-8 make it better suited
as a replacement for the Qantas CityFlyer
domestic B767s.
Mr Joyce says the “prudent” changes to the
Qantas Group order were “appropriate in the
current climate,” and had been in the pipeline
for some time. The negotiations were under
way at the same time Qantas was delaying by
12 months the acceptance of four Airbus
A380s originally due for delivery next year. It
had also pushed out delivery of 12 B737-800s
by an average of 14 months.
The airline says last week’s B787-8 wing
delamination problem was unrelated to its
decision.

Qantas CEO Alan Joyce, in
announcing a part-cancellation and
delivery deferral of its B787 order,
has had a complete rethink on how
to use the new planes now that the
787-8 is unlikely to deliver the
performance Jetstar originally
counted on.
In essence, the Qantas Group has:

• Reduced firm orders from 65 to 50 aircraft,
going for a mix of 15 of B787-8s and 35 of
the bigger (and as yet un-built) B787-9s;

• Dropped plans for Jetstar to operate the
B787-8, 15 of which the low cost carrier
awaited, with the first originally due next
year

• Delayed delivery of the first 15 B787-9s
by three years and opted to deploy this
bigger variant with Jetstar, which is now
planning for first delivery in mid-2013;

• Settled for 15 B787-8s over the 12 months
from late 2014 for deployment on Qantas
Australian domestic ops, allowing the
retirement of the ageing B767-300 fleet;

• Retimed delivery of the remaining 20
B787-9s to between late 2015 through to
2017, for deployment by both Qantas and
Jetstar;

• Maintained an option on a further 50
B787s.

Qantas and Jetstar had ambitious plans for the
B787: international capacity growth, new
destinations and point-to-point operations, all
available with lower operating and
maintenance costs, greater fuel efficiency and
improved environmental performance.

Bare Essentials Safety Video
Air New Zealand will show safety
briefings on its domestic jet services using
body-painted staff in a revamped version
of its in-flight video.
The new “Bare Essentials” safety video
went live on 737 domestic flights
yesterday.
Bare Essentials is a twist in the airline’s
successful “Nothing to Hide” ad campaign,
which has been viewed by more than two
million people on YouTube.
The TV commercial features pilots, cabin
crew, ground staff and even CEO Rob Fyfe
wearing nothing more than body paint.
The campaign is designed to highlight the
transparency of Air New Zealand’s all-
inclusive domestic airfares - with the
message that, unlike competitor airlines,
what you see is what you get.
Air New Zealand general manager
marketing Steve Bayliss said, “We wanted
to find a way to deliver these important
pre-flight messages to our domestic
travellers in a way that was genuine,
engaging and fun, while meeting all our
CAA and operational guidelines.”
To mark the launch of Bare Essentials the
airline has launched
www.nothingtohide.co.nz, which features
the new safety video, a comical bloopers
version and the original television
advertisements.

SkyTeam has opted for Amsterdam’s

Schiphol Airport as the base for its new

global headquarters. It will house a

centralized management team of 20

including executives from six member

carriers.
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33,000 BA Workers
Ignore CEO’s Call
All 11 members of the board of British
Airways have agreed to forego their
director’s fees next month, making the
gesture in support of moves by the airline’s
CEO and its finance director to forfeit a
month’s pay.
The Times Online reports though, that out of
40,000 BA workers, some 6,940 staff,
including cabin crew, baggage handlers and
engineers, have signed up to a variety of
cost-saving schemes, all amounting to a pay
cut. Just 800 staff volunteered to work for
free for up to one month, following the
CEO’s recent plea. Those who answered the
call are expected to deliver savings of up to
£10 million.
The Times also noted that the BA board
members intend clinging to the free,
unlimited, first-class travel perk granted to
all past and present senior directors and their
spouses for life.

Jetstar Cops it Under Privilege
At least Jetstar isn’t being named in the
House here, but it certainly copped a serve in
the Australian Parliament last week from a
Government MP.
The Daily Telegraph quotes Labor MP Paul
Gibson as saying Sir Charles Kingsford
Smith would be ashamed of the airline’s
tactics, accusing them of blaming mechanical
failures for the cancellation of half-empty
flights.
Mr Gibson reportedly detailed his own
experiences with the carrier and criticised it
for its high-profile delays.
He related a tale of six friends travelling
from the Gold Coast to Sydney for the State
of Origin match and who almost missed the
game after their Jetstar flight was delayed by
hours.
They ended up paying for a Virgin Blue
flight to ensure they arrived in Sydney on
time but are now out of pocket A$1000.
The paper quotes Mr Gibson as saying:
“They don’t seem to want to fly their planes
unless they’re full, they seem to have a motto
that unless the plane is full all of a sudden
they have developed mechanical problems
and your flight is cancelled.
“If Jetstar has to cancel so many flights
because of mechanical problems one has got
to ask the question, should they be in the sky
in the first place?”

Israeli airliners

are to be

equipped with

laser anti-missile

defenses.

The Times of India reports that

beleaguered flag carrier Air India has been

told that it will only get desperately

needed government funding assistance if

it slashes costs, restructures and looks at

adopting a low cost carrier operational

model to secure its longterm survival.

Nana Mouskouri Cleared
to Land?
Greek air traffic controllers went on strike
last week over communications systems
they say are so bad that songs from radio
stations often interrupt conversations with
pilots.
Reuters reports that air traffic controllers
have staged repeated strikes since the start
of the year over the issue, and over radar
systems they say sometimes fail.
Between 2,300 and 2,900 planes on
average fly through Greek airspace every
day, according to their union.

IATA:  Crisis Worst We’ve Seen
IATA reports that international scheduled airline
passenger traffic fell by -9.3% year-on-year in
MAY09. The international passenger load factor
stood at 71.2%, down from the 74.5% recorded in
MAY08.
”Although the impact of the recession appears to be
stabilising, strong headwinds from debt and low asset
prices are expected to weaken and delay any
significant recovery,” says Giovanni Bisignani,
IATA’s Director General and CEO.
“We may have hit bottom, but we are a long way
from recovery,” he adds. “Capacity is not aligned
with demand. Passenger load factors dropped 3.3
percentage points over the last 12 months. The
impact on revenue is dramatic. After a -20% fall in
international passenger revenue in the first quarter,
we estimate that the drop accelerated to as much as -
30% in May. This crisis is the worst we have ever
seen.”
Asia Pacific airlines recorded a -14.3% fall in
demand. While capacity adjustments by the region’s
carriers were the most severe (-9.3%), they did not
keep pace with the fall in demand driven by weak
economies and the impact of H1N1 on the region.
Bisignani said: “We have lost several years of growth
and yields are under severe pressure. Airlines are in
survival mode. Cutting costs and conserving cash are
the priorities.
“Even if we look beyond the crisis, it is difficult to
see a return to business as usual. This crisis is re-
shaping the industry. The burden cannot be placed on
airlines alone. All partners in the value chain must be
prepared to change—reducing costs and improving
efficiencies. Too often we get the opposite. Already
this year we have seen US$1.5 billion in cost
increases from airports and air navigation service
providers. It’s irresponsible in the best of times and a
completely unacceptable abuse of monopoly position
in a crisis,” said Bisignani.

US Looks at A330
Incidents
US aviation safety investigators are
looking into possible anomalies with
air speed and altitude indicators on
two Airbus A330 jets.
Reuters quotes the National
Transportation Safety Board as
saying that, in addition to helping
French authorities determine if speed
sensors were a factor in the crash of
Air France AF447, it is also
investigating incidents involving a
TAM Airlines flight from Miami to
Sao Paulo in May and a Northwest
Airlines flight between Hong Kong
and Tokyo last Tuesday.
Both flights experienced cockpit
readings showing a loss of primary
speed and altitude information, the
safety board said in a statement. Both
planes landed without incident.
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A countermeasures system

dispensing decoy flares was

fitted on commercial Israeli

airliners following the attempt

to shoot down an Arkia B757 at

Mombasa, Kenya, in 2002 but the

laser system, which jams

infrared seekers, is more

effective against newer surface-

to-air missiles.
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Incredible CX Deals
to Asia, UK/Europe
Cathay Pacific has introduced a range of
special fares to Asia and the UK and Europe,
which include a $1299 return economy class
fare to Hong Kong and a $2041 return
economy class fare to Paris.
Asian destinations also include Tokyo and
Beijing for $1337, and Shanghai for $1345.
These are available for departures 11JUL-
11NOV09, with a maximum stay of six
months. Fares, all of which include taxes,
must be purchased by 05JUL.
Other European destinations include London
for $2105, Rome for $1988, and Amsterdam
for $2011. Travel to UK/Europe must be via
SYD or MEL, flying with Qantas, and then
flying with Cathay Pacific to Europe and
return. Stopovers in MEL and SYD are
permitted in both directions and pax can also
take advantage of a range of accommodation
offers at 27 four and five star hotels to stop
over in Hong Kong with the Visit Hong
Kong Now! promotion.
These UK/ Europe fares are available for
departures 06JUL-30SEP09, with all travel
completed by 30NOV. Fares, all of which
include taxes, must be purchased by
05JUL09.

Passengers on Air Canada will from this

week be permitted to carry their pets on

board flights as hand luggage, provided

the moggie or pooch and its mandatory
leak-proof carrier

total no more than

10kg. The Canadian

carrier will have a

limit of four pets per

flight.

SIA DEC/JAN
Africa, UK/Europe Fares
Singapore Airlines has released new Special
Economy Class Return Fares to the UK/
Europe and South Africa. On sale to
10JUL09, they are for travel commenced
01DEC09-31JAN10.
Lead-in fares with taxes as at 29JUN09 are
as follows:
London
low season (01-31JAN10): NZ$2444
shoulder season (01-10DEC09): NZ$2544
high season (11-31DEC09): NZ$2644
Cape Town
high season (01-31DEC09): NZ$2499
high season (01-31JAN10): NZ$2299
Full details and terms and conditions are at
the SQ Information Portal.

CRUISING

Argentina Updates its Airlines
The Government of Argentina is updating the
fleets of its recently nationalised airlines
Aerolineas Argentinas and Austral.
International carrier Aerolineas has one of
the world’s oldest jet fleets but its renewal is
under way with the delivery last week of a
B737-700, its first new plane in 16 years,
and arrival of a second one is imminent, with
nine more coming before the end on 2009.
The B737-700 has a range of 6,000km,
opening up new international routing
possibilities for AR.
In addition, the government has announced
the purchase of 15 to 20 new Airbus A330
and A340 long-haul aircraft.
Domestic carrier Austral is to get 20 two-
class Embraer 190 aircraft, delivered at a rate
of two a month starting early next year.

Cruise West Makes Alaska Changes
Cruise West is introducing a new 7-night
‘Alaska’s Inside Passage’ itinerary that
highlights more wilderness and Zodiac
experiences and authentic ports of call.
Four-night departures will be offered on
‘Glacier Bay Highlights’ and ‘Glaciers of
Prince William Sound’ voyages, and the 10-
night ‘Gold Rush Inside Passage’ returns
with a new port.
The new Inside Passage itinerary sails
round-trip Juneau, calling at Sitka, Wrangell
and Petersburg with scenic cruising in
Glacier Bay, Frederick Sound and Stephens
Passage. Two additional days focus on
wildlife viewing with a full day at Icy Strait.
The four-night ‘Glacier Bay Highlights’
itinerary, round-trip Juneau, gives two nights

in Glacier Bay, a stop at Bartlett Cove and
full days in Haines and Skagway. The four-
night ‘Glaciers of Prince William Sound,’
round-trip Anchorage, features a stop at
Cordova, known for its prized Copper River
salmon and inaccessible by highway.
The 10-day ‘Gold Rush Inside Passage’
itinerary has been revised to include Misty
Fjords and the Tsimshian community,
Metlakatla. Ten departures will cruise
between Seattle and Juneau at the
beginning and end of the season on four
ships.
The Cruise West deployment changes come
about because the Spirit of ’98 is staying on
the Columbia River and the Spirit of Oceanus
is venturing on a new world voyage in 2010.

Protecting Geirangerfjord
Norway’s Geirangerfjord is determined to
protect its exceptionally scenic landscape
and environment and these days is restricting
the amount of cruise ship traffic allowed into
the fjord at any one time.
Seatrade Insider reports that the results have
proven popular. The local port authority has
put a limit of 200,000 tons and/or around
5,000 passengers and this means the shore
experience is much better for them without
the masses. The organisation of tours and
transport also creates fewer problems.
Two new cruise berths are planned at
Stranda and Hellesylt, further down the
fjord, and are both due to be ready in 2010.
Stranda is a new cruise destination and
expands tour possibilities. Many of the
excursions can start or end in Geiranger,

Stranda or Hellesyst, giving ships the chance
to disembark passengers in one location, then
proceed along the fjord to pick them up at
another.
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JUST CRUISING ....

Alaska  Cruises   from $399
Alaska Cruise Tours   from US$1249

Europe Cruises   from US$149
Canada & New England Cruises   from US$1099

Panama Canal Cruises  from $1099

Asia Cruises  from $999

Tel: 09-444 2298

Fax:09-442 4228

CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITE

THIS WEEK’S 5-DAY FLASH SPECIALS

Amadeus Diamond CLICK HERE

Haydn Cruise
Budapest to Passau

        from 1320 Euros

09SEP09 Departure

Nieuw Amsterdam for Europe
Holland America Line will deploy its newest ship,
Nieuw Amsterdam, in Europe next year along with
five other vessels. New itineraries, more round-
trips, overnights in 14 ports and 11 maiden calls are
other highlights of the 2010 season.
The new ports include Bodrum, Turkey; Calvi
(Corsica), France; Famagusta, Cyprus; Fort
William, Scotland; Heimaey, Iceland; Kotor,
Montenegro; Molde, Norway; Monemvassia,
Greece; Peel (Isle of Man), UK; San Antonio and
Ibiza, Spain; and Vlissingen (Flushing), the
Netherlands.
Overnights are planned in Barcelona, Bergen,
Bordeaux, Copenhagen, Greenwich (for London),
Istanbul, Kuºadasi, Le Havre (for Paris), Lisbon,
Reykjavik, St. Petersburg, South Queensferry
(for Edinburgh), Valletta and Venice.
Nieuw Amsterdam debuts mid-season, departing
04JUL10 on a 10-day inaugural ‘Collectors’
Voyage.’ The ship will then operate 12-day
itineraries round-trip from Venice, or between
Barcelona and Venice, that visit ports throughout
Greece, Croatia, Turkey and Italy.

In addition to Nieuw Amsterdam, Holland America Line will be
deploying Eurodam in the Med next year on 10-day itineraries,
followed by eight- to 12-day Baltic cruises and a Scottish
Highlands cruise round-trip Dover. Also sailing Northern Europe
is Westerdam with a seven-day ‘Fjord Explorer’ cruise followed
by three 12-day Baltic cruises, all round-trip Rotterdam.
New seven-day offerings include Noordam’s ‘Mediterranean
Glamour’ voyage round-trip Barcelona, followed a ‘Riviera
Romance’ cruise round-trip Civitavecchia.
Itineraries exploring regions in-depth include Westerdam’s 12-
day ‘Celtic Legends’
cruise that overnights in South Queensferry and a 12-day
‘Scottish Serenade’ that spends three days in South Queensferry.
Both offer the chance to attend Edinburgh’s famous Military
Tattoo.
The 793-passenger Prinsendam returns to Europe with
itineraries ranging from 14 to 22 days. Highlights include a
daylight transit of the Kiel Canal and overnights in eight cities.
Maasdam will sail a 35-day ‘Voyage of the Vikings’ round-trip
Boston to ports in Canada’s northeastern provinces, Greenland,
Iceland, Norway, Denmark, England and the
Netherlands, with overnights in Amsterdam and Reykjavik.
Francis Travel Marketing has all the details.

HAL’s Europe 2010 End for Peter Dielmann River Cruises
Peter Deilmann Cruises is
ending its river cruise
operations, apparently due to
financial difficulties in the
highly competitive market. The
cruises will run normally
through 2009 but the ships will

then be laid up as part of
bankruptcy arrangements. The
closure of the river cruising
division of the German cruise
line will not affect the
operations of its ocean-going
cruise ship, Deutschland.

P&O Cruises’ latest ship, the 115,000-ton Azura, was floated out

at its Trieste shipyard last week ready for launch next year.

The 3,100-passenger superliner will be named in Southampton

before departing on her maiden voyage on 12APR10.

The ship will feature an open-air cinema-at-sea, an open air spa

terrace and single cabins.

http://www.thailand.net.au
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090326.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090402.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/memos/20090420.pdf
http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz/index.php?option=com_wrapper&Itemid=120
http://www.thailand.net.au
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Lyttelton Port of Christchurch has

reportedly been “encouraged” by PM

John Key’s spend on Auckland’s Queens

Wharf, his support for the cruise industry

and his call for adequate facilities at all

major ports.

Its chief executive, Peter Davie, says the

port will seek government and council

assistance to fund plans to convert the

Cashin Quay cargo wharf into a dedicated

cruise ship facility.

RAIL TRAVEL

Oceania Signs Canyon Ranch
Queen Mary 2, which boasts the only sea-
going Canyon Ranch SpaClub, is about to get
company. Canyon Ranch SpaClub will
replace Mandara Spa on Oceania Cruises’
Regatta, and it, along with Insignia and
Nautica will be sporting the spa brand by this
September, and it will also be aboard Marina,
with extra therapeutic water features, when
the newbuild debuts in late 2010.

Eurotunnel Eyes High Speed 1

The Indian Maharaja
India’s latest luxury tourist train, The Indian
Maharaja, begins operations 18NOV,
according to a report from
HospitalityBizIndia.com.
Travel Corporation (India) has scheduled the
five-star deluxe train to depart Mumbai on an
itinerary to New Delhi via Aurangabad,
Udaipur, Sawai Madhopur, Jaipur and Agra.
The itinerary includes private luxury
transfers, Volvos for groups, personalised
and multilingual tour guides, exclusive
safaris, flea markets, cultural programmes
and gala dinners.

and has a total of 21 coaches, of which 11
are passenger cars. It boasts a spa, beauty
saloon, restaurants and lounge. The Taj
Hotels & Palaces will be the official F&B
partner and will offer specialised catering
services to guest on board.

Channel tunnel operator Eurotunnel is
reported to be “looking carefully” at
launching a bid for the UK’s High Speed 1
(HS1) rail line, which runs between the
Channel tunnel and St Pancras International
in London.
The UK government exercised its right to
take control of HS1 after it rescued the

private companies building the line in 1998
and is expected to take bids for parts of the
effectively nationalized business next year.
The Financial Times comments that should
Eurotunnel launch a successful bid, the
Channel tunnel and the high speed line
linking it to London would be owned by one
company.

The train will accommodate 96 passengers
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PEARL’S  PEARLER

Cruise Famil
Cruise Holidays recently
hosted a small group of
House of Travel owner/
operators on a famil to
Rome and Barcelona to
check out Celebrity, Royal
Caribbean and Oceania
ships.
Pictured here at lunch on
the Oceania ship are,
clockwise from front left:
Dalwyn Sinclair; Steve Marshall; Maria Waikere; Brian Woodhouse (Cruise Holidays); Linda
Bourke; Jason Kroupe, Pieta Lipanovitch and Michael Middleton (Cruise Holidays).

Irish Take Merit Award at Fieldays
At the recent Fieldays at Mystery Creek in
Hamilton, Tourism Ireland joined partners
Enterprise Ireland in promoting all things
Irish. There were plenty of visitors to the
Irish site to talk of Ireland and ancestry, and
to try to win a case of Bushmills Whiskey.
The ‘Green Team’ won the ‘Merit Jubilee
Award for Most Contribution to Fieldays by
an International Company.’

(L to R) Mary Galway of Tourism Ireland,
Maggie Hunt of Enterprise Ireland, Eimear
Murphy Enterprise Ireland Australia, and
Maria Maguire Enterprise Ireland Australia.

I’m prepared for all emergencies.
But I’m totally unprepared for everyday life.
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