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Tourism Bringing in $24m a Day
The $20.1 billion tourism industry’s biggest annual event
opened at Auckland’s ASB Showgrounds yesterday, with
the goal of keeping New Zealand top of mind with
international travellers.
TRENZ 2009 is showcasing 270 leading New Zealand
tourism operators to 260 international travel and tourism
buyers, as well as 30 international media representatives.
Over four days, the New Zealand operators will meet the
buyers in a series of 15 minute business appointments,
where they will negotiate agreements on accommodation,
transport, tours and activities they can sell to their clients
over the next two or three seasons. All New Zealand’s
major tourism markets, including Australia, UK, USA,

China and Japan, will be represented.
”Now, more than ever, New Zealand tourism’s industry
needs to keep our share of voice in international markets
strong and TRENZ 2009, New Zealand’s flagship tourism
trade show, is critical in helping us to make this happen,”
Tourism Industry Association New Zealand (TIA) Chief
Executive Tim Cossar says.
”Tourism is a fundamental contributor to New Zealand’s
economy and way of life. It delivers NZ$24 million in
foreign exchange to our economy every single day and
supports the jobs of one in ten New Zealanders. In these
challenging economic times, we need to do all we can to
support this important sector,” Mr Cossar says.

100% Pure Brand Remains Strong
The first 100% Pure New Zealand tourism
advertisement appeared almost ten years ago and
Tourism New Zealand boss George Hickton has,
over that time, nurtured it and seen it judged
among the world’s top brands. He told The Press
that he sees the branding remaining valid in the

years ahead. He says the brand itself was valued
at about US$13.6 billion (NZ$21.3b) by
Interbrand Corp in 2005, and kept adding depth
via association with New Zealand’s relatively
untouched landscape and activities like bungy
jumping.
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...Travelodge Wellington

Book our opening special today

Council Urged to Buy Snow Farm

NEW ZEALAND

The Queenstown Lakes District Council is
being urged to buy the Snow Farm, on the Pisa
Range in the Cardrona Valley, to protect New
Zealand’s only cross-country skiing facility
from private developers.
The Otago Daily Times reports that the Lee
family, who developed Snow Farm over the
past 15 years, now want to sell it and retire.
The Pisa Alpine Charitable Trust, formed to
take over the field, has been given time by the
Lees to come up with the $2 million, the
property’s agreed valuation, and they have now
made a submission to the council.
The trust reportedly wants council to lease it
the land, and it would fund the facilities and
operate the area. The ODT quotes trustee Peter
Soundy as saying the trust would raise funds
from local and national trusts, and seek central
government sporting grants and private
benefactors.
The council would not be responsible for
ongoing costs, just the land purchase and
establishment of reserve status, he said.

Cross-country skiing is described by the trust as
“fundamental” to the Winter Games, which take
place for the first time this August.
Winter Games NZ chairman Eion Edgar told the
hearing the Snow Farm was a “key ingredient”
of this year’s and future Winter Games because
it was the only area in Otago capable of hosting
cross-country skiing, biathlon and winter
triathlon.
The ODT reports Mr Edgar as saying that
without these events the Winter Games would
lose a significant part of its diversity of winter
sports. It was this diversity, he said, that is
attracting the world-estimated viewing audience
of 350 million to watch the Winter Games in
Otago and ensure its growing success.
Mr Edgar told the council he was sure a public
appeal would raise funds towards the purchase
as it would be New Zealand’s only high altitude
training ground, vital in attracting top athletes.
The Snow Farm could also be used in the
summer months for mountain biking trails,
hiking and altitude training.

Stewart Island Lodge to Reposition
Real Journeys reports that, for next summer,
Stewart Island Lodge will be repositioned as an
upmarket Bed & Breakfast.

The lodge, which Real Journeys bought last
year, will retain its high level of service and
amenities, including a complimentary predinner

drink and appetisers each evening.
However, more competitive pricing
will be introduced, in recognition of
a changing visitor mix.
The lodge is currently Trip Advisor’s
top-rated specialty accommodation
on Stewart Island.
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DQ Reallocates Resources
Stephen Pahl, the new boss at Destination
Queenstown, has reportedly trimmed
$127,000 off the RTO’s 2009-10 operational
budget to give it more money to spend on
promotion in Australia. Operational costs
still represent 29% of DQ’s $3.1 million
budget.
Mountain Scene reports that Pahl is
allocating 50% of the remaining $2.2m to
promote Queenstown in Australia, 19% for
marketing within New Zealand, 28% on
generic marketing – and just 3% on long-
haul promotion.
Generic marketing includes developing a
comprehensive online strategy, featuring
social media like Twitter and Facebook.
Pahl told Mountain Scene he is also
extending the services of an Australian-based
conference and incentive rep after originally

intending to drop the position – but her role
will now include general marketing too.
Although visitor numbers look promising for
the ski season, Pahl says “the moment of
economic truth” will come next summer as
worldwide recession bites deeper.
As a result, he’s allocating $286,000 – or 9%
of funds – to summer marketing, a season
that has normally sold itself.
Pahl told the paper he is also keen to push
for more joint-venture marketing with major
industry partners.
Although DQ will pay the $25,000 annual
fee for membership of the Leading Mountain
Resorts of the World marketing grouping
with Vail in the US and Bariloche in
Argentina, he says it will be for the last time
if there aren’t better results over the coming
year.

Big Spend on Skyline Gondola
Queenstown’s Skyline Gondola now has 10
new cars following a $4 million upgrade.
When added to the existing 25 cars, they
boost the passenger capacity from 700 per
hour to 1100 per hour.
The base terminal foyer has been modernised
and extended to provide more queuing space,
additional point-of-sale facilities and an
express lane. The Wakatipu Room, the main
function room in the top terminal, has been
extensively refurbished, as part of the
complex’s first major upgrade in 22 years.
The bar size has been doubled and the room
can cater for 200 seated or 400 standing.

“Alps to Ocean” Cycleway Idea
The Waitaki and Mackenzie district councils
are evaluating the prospect of a cycleway
from Mt Cook to the Pacific Ocean coast at
Oamaru, mainly following state highways,
but passing through townships on the way, to
boost tourism.
The Otago Daily Times reports that the
proposed “Alps to Ocean” cycleway is being
investigated as part of the national “Great
Rides” project being promoted by the
Government.
A proposal needed to be forwarded to the
Government by next month for the initial
funding round.

Mountain Scene reports the 1.2ha site of bankrupted Auckland developer Dan
McEwan’s proposed (and fully consented) 103-room Queenstown Hilton Hotel is
up for mortgagee sale. The site has been partially excavated.

MV Sinbad to Cater
for Milford Nature Cruises
Real Journeys has doubled its number of
Milford Sound Nature Cruise departures for
next summer in response to their growing
popularity.
A new purpose-built cruising vessel – MV
Sinbad - will be launched in September to
bolster capacity, bringing the total number of
Nature Cruise vessels to three.
Nature Cruises will now depart six times a
day from Milford Sound in the peak summer
season, with year-round coach connections
from Queenstown and Te Anau, and flight
connections from Queenstown all year.
The MV Sinbad is designed to provide
passengers with an exceptional experience,
combining classical lines with excellent
viewing opportunities. A maximum capacity
of 75 passengers ensures a premium
excursion.
International sales manager Tony McQuilkin
says Real Journeys originally planned to use
the new vessel for a luxury cruise product.
However, the changing world economic
environment had resulted in a decrease in
demand for luxury cruises. At the same time,
the surging interest in extended Nature
Cruises made it logical to use the MV Sinbad
as a way of increasing capacity.

Real Journeys is working closely with
plane maker Britten Norman Islander
in the UK to develop new triple-bladed
Scimitar propellers which will reduce
engine noise and improve fuel
efficiency.  Operators are under
pressure to reduce aircraft noise in
Fiordland National Park and other
wilderness areas.

Dunedin’s Eco-Attractions
The newest day tour on the Otago Peninsula,
an area David Bellamy described as “the
finest example of eco-tourism in the world”,
gives visitors the opportunity to plant a
native tree. The Peninsula Excursion &
Albatross Encounter tour includes
exploration of the peninsula’s deserted
beaches, a picnic lunch and a visit to the
Royal Albatross Centre – the only mainland
breeding colony in the world.
www.naturesguidesotago.co.nz
From this September Orokonui Eco-
sanctuary, beyond Port Chalmers on the
other side of Otago Harbour, will run tours
of the 307ha native forest and wildlife
sanctuary. Twenty minutes from Dunedin,
Orokonui is the only predator free area of
native bush in the South Island.
Visitors will learn about the intricate world
of Otago’s coastal forest and rare native
birds and reptiles such as kaka and tuatara.
www.orokonui.org.nz

Netball Legend Backs Golden Oldies
Netball legend Robyn Broughton is putting
her name behind the 13th annual Air New
Zealand Golden Oldies World Netball
Festival which will be held in Queenstown
for the first time this November.
New Zealand’s most successful coach will be
the official Festival Ambassador for the
event, which runs 01-08NOV at the
Queenstown Events Centre.
Up to 600 local, national and international
netballers aged 35 or over will converge on
the Southern Lakes District for a week of on-
and-off court fun.  Fifty teams  have entered
so far.  www.goldenoldiessports.com.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=423
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Westport-Christchurch Flights
Air New Zealand is to a launch a new service
on a six-month trial basis between Westport
and Christchurch.
The service will operate on Monday and
Friday mornings and evenings from 06JUL
and will be operated by subsidiary Eagle Air
with a Beech 1900D aircraft. The schedule
will cater particularly to Solid Energy mining
business needs, with the Stockton Opencast
Mine just north of Westport employing about
700 people. A number of company staff from
Christchurch regularly travel to the mine,
along with other contractors and consultants.
Eagle Air General Manager Grant Kerr said
the service was good news for the region.
“The people of Westport will be well
serviced and have choice in the way they
travel with our new service and the
Greymouth-Westport-Christchurch passenger
service which has recently been launched by
Coastair.”
Mr Kerr said the new service would be
trialled for six months, with community
support ultimately determining its long-term
viability.

Whitianga Scallop Festival
Organisers of this year’s Whitianga
Scallop Festival say there are still a few
tickets left for the main event as well as
the six course Winemakers degustation
dinner hosted by Winemaker Nadine
Cross, and held at Salt Restaurant and
Bar on 26AUG. Likewise, golfers can
still register for the Inaugural Scallop
Festival Golf Open at the Mercury Bay
Golf Club. Check out the latest at
www.scallopfestival.co.nz.

NZ’s First Dedicated Thalassotherapy Spa
Stage one of the St Clair Beach Resort in
Dunedin is planning to open in SEP09,
offering 20 studio rooms, six one-bedroom
apartments, a restaurant and bar, and the

facilities.
Thalassotherapy uses ocean ingredients such
as seawater, seaweed, mud and algae to
replenish the skin.
www.stclairbeachresort.com

Port Chalmers Cycleway & Tour
Work is underway for a new cycleway
linking Dunedin to historic Port Chalmers on
Otago Harbour. The area, now popular with
cruise ships in summer months, began life as
a trading port for sealers and whalers before
going on to be Australasia’s third largest port
during the gold rush.

AUSTRALIA

Surprisingly, the South Island has just one
Garden of International Significance – an
official accreditation from the NZ Gardens
Trust. It is at Larnach Castle on Dunedin’s
Otago Peninsula. The city has a further
two gardens of national significance as
well as the country’s first botanic gardens
and an annual rhododendron festival.

The Lorne Gourmet Trail
The Great Ocean Road is about to show its
culinary side with the creation of the Lorne
Gourmet Trail.
A favourite destination on Victoria’s famous
touring route, Lorne is renowned for its clean
beaches and amazing landscapes. What has
been lesser known until now, is that the town
and the surrounding hinterland also produce
world class food and wine.
Offering the benefit of local knowledge, the
Lorne Gourmet Trail is a great new way for
tourists to discover the local produce and
seasonal delights of the region while at the
same time exploring the nearby Cape Otway
National Park and the Great Ocean Road’s
hinterland.
The Lorne Gourmet Trail is outlined in a free
brochure which provides maps, contact
details and descriptions of the taste treats
awaiting Great Ocean Road hinterland
travellers.
There are 18 diverse ‘must-sample’
destinations and 12 accommodation options
highlighted in the brochure. They include:
Birregurra Estate Olives, producers of
kalamata olives and extra virgin olive oil;
Hasting Ostrich Farm (in Winchelsea), a
world leader in ostrich farming; and the
multi award-winning Pennyroyal Farm,
renowned for its super comfortable cottages.
Other destinations featured include Blakes
Estate Winery which specialise in ‘Burgundy
style’ Pinot Noir, and Hare Krishna Valley, a
200-acre property with self-contained
cottages that features a biodynamic farm
selling seasonal produce direct to the public.
The property is famous for its monthly
Vegetarian Feasts.
www.visitsurfcoast.com

Sea World Ski Show Axed
The iconic ski show at Sea World on the
Gold Coast is being axed and the 20-plus ski
team given redundancy, according to the
Gold Coast Bulletin Online.
The ski show, which had been running for 38
years, ends 20JUL to make way for Pirates!,
a new show with minimal water skiing and
instead featuring gymnastics, jet-skiing and
stunts. It opens in September. The paper says
it is understood the show will be contracted
to a Canadian company.

Sydney Harbour Bridge’s famous

BridgeClimb tourist attraction has

attracted over 2.3 million climbers

since it opened in 1998. Paul Cave,

the man who spent a decade

negotiating with NSW bureaucracy

before being given the nod to open

the climb, saw it gross more than

A$62 million in its first three years.

He has now stepped back from day

to day running of BridgeClimb.

country’s first dedicated thalassotherapy
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Tourism Australia Pull-out Slammed
Tourism Australia shocked agents in
Dubai, Thailand and Taiwan with its
announcements last week that it was
pulling out of the regions, closing its
representative offices there from the
end of this month.
Hotelier Middle East reports that the
move has been met with criticism by
Arabian Gulf agents who say the move
is short-sighted and that Australia will
lose out on lucrative GCC business.
Airlines have also expressed their
concern at the move.
“This is a disappointing move as
inbound tourist arrivals from the
Middle East were registering steady
year-on-year growth,” Emirates Airline
divisional senior vice president
commercial operations worldwide
Richard Vaughan is quoted as saying.
“While Tourism Australia will cease to
have a presence in this region, Emirates
on its part will continue to invest in
Australia through its increasing flight
network, sports sponsorships and

worldwide Australia publicity campaigns.
As the travel industry faces stiff
challenges in the current environment,
TA’s presence is needed more than ever.”
Etihad and Qatar Airways both told
Hotelier Middle East that the TA
decision would not affect them as they
both work closely with the Australian
state tourism offices.
The travel trade will now need to deal
with TA’s Kuala Lumpur office, where
the NTO’s partnership and distribution
manager for South/SE Asia and the Gulf
Countries is based.
Travel Mole quoted Thailand’s TTR as
saying agents there also viewed the
decision as shortsighted, especially
given the increased efforts in their
market by New Zealand and Japan.
TA regional general manager, Maggie
White, is quoted as saying the economic
climate and the 30% slide in the value
of the Aussie dollar had taken its toll
and forced TA to re-evaluate its overseas
representation and marketing spend.

Len Lye’s Moves in Melbourne

Bundaberg Air Show Next Month
All eyes will turn to the skies over Bundaberg 03-05JUL
when the city hosts the annual Wide Bay Australia
International Airshow.
The biggest air show in Queensland, it will feature some
of the world’s best aerobatic champions, warbirds and
vintage aircraft. Aerobatics and aerial demonstrations,
joy flights, agricultural flying and heli-mustering are just
a few highlights of the three-day event. On the ground
there will also be static displays, live bands, roving
entertainment and food stalls. Tickets are available
online or at the gate. Visit www.widebayairshow.com.au

The South
Australian Tourism
Commission’s 2009
advertising
campaign in New
Zealand has
generated over
7,500 consumer
responses to date,
almost twice the
original target set
for the campaign.

Riding The Ghan the Hard Way
An American teenager tourist clung to a handrail
in an external stairwell of The Ghan for two
hours before being found and rescued. The young
tourist had got off the train in Port Augusta
during its 40-minute stop there and misjudged the
time to be back on board. He could not attract
attention to get a door opened and, when the train
departed, he opted to hang on tight as The Ghan
accelerated to 110km/h through the cold of the
desert night en route to Alice Springs. His cries
were finally heard by the train engineer who
applied the emergency brake.

Melbourne’s Australian Centre for the Moving
Image (ACMI) in collaboration with New
Plymouth’s Govett-Brewster Art Gallery will
open Len Lye - An Artist in Perpetual Motion, the
world premiere retrospective of the
internationally acclaimed Kiwi kinetic artist.

In the largest and most comprehensive exhibition
of his work to date, the AMCI exhibition, 16JUL-
11OCT, will feature art works and materials never
exhibited before - ranging from early sketches,
paintings and batiks, through to his photographic
work, animation and documentary films, and
extraordinary motorised kinetic sculptures.

Tourism Queensland’s iPhone app
iPhone users can plan their next Queensland
holiday using a new free download application
which delivers maps and tourism products in real
time and on-location.
The Tourism Queensland developed iPhone app
includes a mapping service allowing users to
search for and contact holiday products in
Queensland including accommodation, events,
attractions and tours. It provides descriptive
content and an active phone number, email and
website links for direct connection. It also
contains regularly updated top 10 lists of the most
popularly-accessed Queensland holiday products,
a direct link to the Queensland Holidays RSS feed
and an e-Newsletter subscription service. Holiday
products can be overlaid onto maps anywhere in
Queensland; for example if a user finds an
attraction in Cairns, the app can show them
information like the nearest hotel or transport
provider.
www.queenslandholidays.com.au/iphone.cfm

Maxi Action for Hamilton Island Race Week

Explore Whitsundays is offering sailing
enthusiasts the opportunity to crew and live
aboard a maxi-yacht during Hamilton Island Race
Week, the Whitsundays’ famous yachting regatta.
Novice and experienced sailors will sail the 24
metre maxi-yacht Condor during the 21-
29AUG09 regatta. The A$1990 package includes
nine nights live aboard Condor which will berth
each night in the Hamilton Island Marina, racing
action in the Race Week regatta, a skipper and
deck hand/host, nine breakfasts and lunches, race
week entry fees and marine park charges. Condor
has an incredible racing history, winning famous
races including the Sydney to Hobart and
Britain’s Fastnet. Now in its 25th year, Hamilton
Island Race Week last year attracted 225 entries.
www.explorewhitsundays.com

Next summer’s Australian Open Tennis
tournament is in crisis Qantas announced
that, after a 21-year run, it would not be
renewing its sponsorship of the Grand
Slam opener. The airline joins GE Money,
Garnier and MasterCard in pulling out of
the event, and cites the tough economic
climate.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=423
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Wallaces Celebrate 30 Years Reef Cruising
Jim and Jo Wallace, the Cairns-based owners and
operators of Big Cat Green Island Reef Cruises, today
celebrate 30 years of cruising to the Great Barrier Reef.
They first shared the reef with visitors on June 9, 1979
when they started daily cruises to Low Isles, off Port
Douglas, on the Martin Cash (an ex Tasmanian ferry).
In the late 80s they changed the face of reef cruising by
introducing the revolutionary, comfortable and fast
wavepiercer vessels.
The Wallaces operated Quicksilver Connections at Port
Douglas for 10 years before selling in 1989 to the
current owners. A year later they were back in the
cruising industry, having bought Big Cat Green Island
Reef Cruises.
They expanded the company’s capacity to Green Island
from 200 to 320 in 1997 when they bought Reef Jet and
merged the two permits. In 1999 they built the Reef
Rocket to replace the Reef Jet vessel and the following
year purchased the original Quicksilver III, refitting it
and renaming it Big Cat.

The next major expansion was in
2004 when Jim and Jo bought
Terri Too and changed the name to
Cairns Habitat Cruises. This
expanded the business from half
and full day trips to Green Island
to include day trips on Trinity
Inlet to the Cairns Crocodile Farm
and sunset cruises in the evening.

Jim & Jo Wallace

SOUTH PACIFIC

Melbourne Boat Show, 02–06JUL
The annual Melbourne Boat Show will be
held at the Melbourne Exhibition Centre,
Southbank. The show is Australia’s biggest
and best exhibition of boats and marine

equipment. Fishing and boating enthusiasts
will be delighted by the informative and
interactive displays.
www.biavic.com.au

‘Gift of Love’ Rubbished
The Cook Islands online bulletin board
‘Tumunu’ has become a forum for venting
frustration over the new departure tax,
according to Cook Islands News Online.
The ‘gift of love’ (pakau aroa) departure tax
went up from $30 to $55 for adults last
month in a move government says will help
fund the $8 million airport terminal upgrade.

The Cooks government has copped a serve,
with leaders being branded nitwits and
wallies, and the increased tax being labeled
as pathetic, greedy, a rip off, a stuff up, a
shocker and nonsense.
Many of those posting messages questioned
the timing of the big increase, given the state
of the world economy.

ASIA

More Competition
Needed on Sth Pac
Routes
The Pacific Wave conference in
Auckland has been told Pacific
skies should be opened up to
competition to fully realise the
region’s tourism potential.
Radio New Zealand
International quotes Meg
Poutasi of the Pacific Co-
operation Foundation, which
organised the conference,
themed Weathering the
Economic Storm.
Ms Poutasi said tourist traffic
would not increase significantly
unless aviation markets were
liberalised.
According to RNZI, she said
those countries, such as Samoa
that had allowed competition,
were now reaping the benefits
of increased tourism.
Pacific Blue’s General Manager
Commercial, Adrian Hamilton-
Manns, told the conference that
his airline’s joint venture with
the Samoa Government,
Polynesian Blue, had been
profitable from year one, and
returned  US$7 million in its
third  year, last year.
Mr Hamilton-Manns said this
was because low-fare carriers
bring competition and increased
traffic, which his airline would
like to extend across the region.

TO GET YOUR OWN FREE SUBSCRIPTION

 visit   www.travelmemo.co.nz

India Educational Invitation
Adventure World extends an invitation to Senior
Consultants and Managers to register an expression of
interest for its upcoming Educational to India and Kuala
Lumpur with Malaysia Airlines.
The trip departs Auckland 08AUG and returns
18AUG09. The price is $1750 including taxes.
Trip highlights are the sights of Kuala Lumpur, Delhi,
Agra and Jaipur.
Only a few spaces are left on the famil, so register your
interest by Thursday 11JUN, and only if you can travel
on these dates.  An itinerary is available on request.
Email: juliev@adventureworld.co.nz for details.
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Very Vietnam
World Journeys is offering a new 9-day/8-night locally escorted seat-in-coach
package in Vietnam, at what they say is incredible value at $1,398pp share
twin, or $1,922 single, including all domestic flights, First Class
accommodation and tours.
Departing from Hanoi on the first and third Saturdays of each month from
October this year until April 2010, the small group tour covers Hanoi, an
overnight cruise on Halong Bay, and the charming central towns of Hue and
Hoi An, finishing with time in Ho Chi Minh City.  World Journeys can offer
optional extensions to Angkor Wat or beach breaks where required.
Call 0800 11 73 11 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Three Million Visit Phuket
An average of three million people visits Phuket, Thailand
each year. World famous for its magnificent beaches, coves
and island dotted seas, Phuket is Thailand’s largest island.
Active Asia’s Paul Safe says they currently have a range of
properties in Phuket on special and that now is a great time to
visit Phuket, because it is less crowded and hotels are
offering extremely good value for money. “The average rain
shower is only 30 minutes and the temperature rarely drops
below 21C,” says Paul.
One of the sharpest deals available is at Kata Beach Resort,
where for bookings until 13JUN, your clients can get one
free night with every night booked. Plus every booking puts
agents in the draw to win five nights for themselves.
Visit www.activeasia.co.nz/agents for fliers and details.

Vietnam on Sale Extended
Vietnam on Sale has been extended by Active Asia.
The Ultimate (3 star) & Discover (Deluxe) small
group tours, on sale for selected dates, have been
extended for sale until 17JUN. Talk to your clients
now and save $ 700pp. Meanwhile, the luxury
Vietnam Beach sale and Phan Thiet Beach sales have
also been extended. Download fliers at
www.activeasia.co.nz/agents

China-Taiwan Scheduled Flights from July
Taiwan and China are expected to begin scheduled flights
as early as next month, with five Taiwanese airlines set to
operate 135 regular flights weekly connecting four local
cities with 19 Chinese destinations. Meanwhile, a total of
nine Chinese carriers will share among them 135 round-
trip flights a week to the island.
The arrangements, pending final approval of the
authorities on both sides, are expected to take effect as
early as July, according to Chinese officials.

Harrah’s Eyes Taiwan, Japan
Harrah’s Entertainment, the world’s largest casino operator,
is eyeing expansion opportunities in Taiwan and Japan.
Reuters reports that Harrah’s is betting on the fast-growing
and affluent Asia market and aims to tap a ‘significant
portion’ of its revenue from Asia within the next 10-15 years,
depending on government liberalisation of local gaming laws.
After years of talk, Taiwan’s legislature voted to legalise
gambling in January, but limited the move to several offshore
islands where it is seeking to boost tourism and speed up
economic development. Japan is said to be even more wary
of making gaming legal, fearing social problems.

Active Asia Tour ‘Most Amazing’
Tour operator Active Asia reports that it frequently receives
praise from clients and agents alike. Paul Safe, Managing
Director says “I’m pleased that we receive regular
compliments from our travellers and agent partners. It’s
critical for us to maintain an excellent product and service.
Thankfully we get very few complaints and they are usually
about small things beyond our control.”
One agent recently passed on this comment from their clients:
“We have recently returned from our overseas trip organised
through you which included Active Asia’s “Ultimate Vietnam
Tour” small group tour. It was the most amazing 15 day tour/
experience we have ever done. Everything went like
clockwork and some of our experiences and things we did
were truly memorable.”

Hot Deals on India & Nepal
Intrepid Adventures
Book an Intrepid adventure in India or Nepal by 30JUN09
and your passengers can take a friend for 30% off. Or any
passenger that books two Intrepid India or Nepal adventures
by 30JUN09 can get the second trip (of a lesser value) for
30% off.
Classic Rajasthan - 15 days ex Delhi
On this classic Intrepid adventure travellers will see forts,
Maharajahs’ palaces, markets and bazaars and the culture of
the local people. They’ll admire the Taj Mahal, explore the
lanes of Bundi and Delhi, watch local craftspeople, catch a
Bollywood blockbuster and spot wildlife in Ranthambhore
National Park. Priced from $2346* based on two passengers
travelling together, twin share.
Everest Base Camp - 15 days ex Kathmandu
Those on this challenging trek will head towards the Everest
Base Camp, exploring the mountains and valleys around the
peak, resting in Nepalese teahouses, learning about the
traditions and culture of the Sherpa and spending time in
Kathmandu.
Priced from $2006* based on two passengers travelling
together, twin share.
www.intrepidtravel.com/30off  Promo code: 2975
* Booking must be between 01JUN09 and 30JUN09.  Travel must occur

between 01JUN09 and 31DEC09.  Conditions apply.
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THE AMERICAS
New Rio Hotel
World Journeys is offering a new
hotel in Rio de Janeiro which is due
to open in SEP09.
The Hotel Arena overlooks
Copacabana Beach with easy access
to restaurants, shopping, and sights
such as Sugar Loaf Mountain and the
Statue of Christ the Redeemer.  With
123 rooms including 12 Suites, all
feature King size beds, cable TV and
WiFi internet.
Contact World Journeys on 0800 11
73 11 or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

New Brazil Show in Rio
World Journeys has sourced a new
evening show in Rio de Janeiro that
represents an interesting alternative
option to the usual Samba Show.
Created by the choreographer Jaime
Aroxa, “Brazil Show” tells through
music and dance the history of Brazil
from the early days of Portuguese
colonization, to the cultural melting
pot of African, Indian and European
cultures you find today. Special care
has been taken to ensure authenticity,
selecting dancers from each region of
the country to present not only a
Samba show, but also frevo,
macumba, maculele, gafieira, axé,
capoeira, forro and lambada.  Shows
are daily at Cabaré Brasil, a charming
restored colonial house in the Lapa
area, not far from Copacabana.
Call World Journeys on 0800 11 73 11
or info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Off Road Hummer Gold
Rush Adventure Tour
Here’s something different for those
clients bound for Las Vegas. It’s a chance
for them to get away from the slot
machines and go panning for real gold.
The “Off Road Hummer Gold Rush
Adventure Tour” run by the Grand
Canyon Tour Company does hotel pick-
ups in a real Hummer and takes them on a
four-hour tour to historic ghost town of
Nelson Nevada and on old mining trails to
the Eldorado Canyon for some fossicking
at the old Savage Mine.
http://
www.grandcanyontourcompany.com/
roadgold.html

MID EAST / AFRICA

Hawaii Hotels Suffering
Hotels on Kauai and the Big Island of
Hawaii are suffering double-digit drops in
occupancy.
For the week ending 30MAY09, Kauai
occupancy dropped 10.5 percentage points
to 59.8%, while Big Island occupancy
plunged 15 percentage points to 51.9%.
As compared with the same week in 2008,
room rates on both islands were down as
well — Kauai rates fell 12.3% to average
US$176 a night, while Big Island rates
were off 8.6% to average US$152.
Oahu occupancy slipped 1 percentage
point to 70.2%, while rates decreased
12.1% to US$148; while Maui occupancy
slipped slightly to 63.6% and room rates
plummeted 17.2% percent to US$210.
U.S. nationwide hotel occupancy dipped
5.9 percentage points to 51.6%, while
room rates fell 9.6% to average US$93.

Dubai Successfully Moves Living Reefs
Dubai property development giant Nakheel has
successfully moved 5,500 tonnes of living coral from
the Dubai Dry Docks area to the breakwaters at The
World, its massive global map-shaped reclamation.
Over a period of seven weeks, a total of 1,129 rocks
with an average weight of 5 tonnes were relocated.
They cover an area of 6,560sq m (about the size of a
football pitch) and were home to 18 species of coral
and more than 30 species of fish plus various
sponges, sea-squirts and urchins.
The unique transplant involved drilling a bolt into
each rock and hoisting them to a depth of three
metres below the water surface for attachment to a
transport barge. The corals remained suspended in the
water throughout the relocation process, minimising
stress and damage to the corals.
Initial findings of scientific monitoring show that one
year on, the transported marine ecosystem is thriving,
with more than 93% of the coral undamaged and
responding well to its new habitat.
The area has attracted a number of species of reef
fishes that are less common elsewhere in that area,
including a number of commercially important
species. In addition, because many of the transplanted
corals are “broadcast spawners”, it is likely that they
will seed the surrounding breakwater, resulting in the
development of coral communities on nearby rocky
structures.

Bush Buddies
World Journeys reports that safaris have just become
more family-friendly with the introduction by
Wilderness Safaris of kids activities at selected
family camps.  “Bush Buddies” aged 12 years and
under learn about the wildlife, enjoy time away from
their parents, and receive a complimentary backpack
filled with Safari essentials.
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Cape Town’s Wildflowers
During early August and September, seemingly overnight, the
dusty valleys of the West Coast and Namaqualand are
transformed into a wonderland, carpeted with wildflowers.
With its winter rainfall, Namaqualand is home to the richest
bulb flora of any arid region in the world.
One of the closest national parks to Cape Town where
visitors can enjoy carpets of spring flowers is the West Coast
National Park. Adventure World has a full day wildflower
tour ex Cape Town, priced from $135pp (min. 2 people).
Tours depart Wed-Sun with flower viewing subject to
favourable weather and seasonal conditions.
Phone Adventure World’s Africa specialists on 09-539 8100.

More Nights in the Wilderness
World Journeys says it has an extended and enhanced
range of Stay/Pay deals, extended Low Season Dates
and other offers at Wilderness Safaris camps, some of
which go right through until June 2010.
World Journeys Director Ange Pirie says: “We’re in a
competitive market right now, so these fantastic value
deals are a wonderful sales tool.”  Offers are valid for
new bookings only, made before 31AUG09.  Contact
World Journeys 0800 11 73 11 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

EUROPE

Ten Days in Tuscany from $1567
G.A.P Adventures has a last-minute 15% saving on the 10-
day Best of Tuscany small group trip, departing Florence
11JUL09.  Now priced from $1567 plus Euro 250 local
payment (was $1959). Trip highlights: Florence, Lucca, the
Leaning Tower of Pisa, the hilltop medieval town of San
Gimignano, Siena and viniculture of Montepulciano.
For reservations phone Adventure World on 09-539 8100.

EUR1.6 Billion Support
for Italy’s Tourism Industry
Italian banks will offer up to EUR1.6 billion euros of cheap
credit to the tourism sector as the Berlusconi government tries
to double the industry’s contribution to the economy.
The objective is for tourism to account for 20% of Italy’ GDP.
It currently stands at 10% versus Spain’s 17% of GDP.
Companies can apply for construction loans of up to EUR2
million each, worth a maximum of 80% of the value of the
building, with a maturity of between 6 months and 20 years,
according to PM Berlusconi.  Reuters reports that for the first
year, tourism companies will be allowed to just pay interest
on the loan.

Classic Walking in the Swiss Alps
Adventure World is offering a spectacular Swiss Alps
walking holiday in conjunction with Headwater. This 7-night
trip is based in the heart of the Bernese Oberland, with its
lakes, mountains, valleys, meadows of wildflowers, and
glaciers.
From a centrally located hotel in Kanderstag, walkers enjoy
independent hiking each day on well defined paths, with
maps and notes to make the most of their walks.  Views
include some of Switzerland’s most famous mountains,
including the Eiger, Monch and Jungfrau. Accommodation
has been selected for comfort, and facilities include an
elegant lounge, bar, indoor heated swimming pool, and
sauna. Breakfast and evening meals are included, with local
specialities part of the experience. The hotel will even loan
pedometers to walkers for the week. This is a holiday for any
confident walker of moderate fitness who wants to
experience Alpine walking at its breathtaking best.
Tours depart Kanderstag every Saturday to 26SEP09.  Prices
start from $823pp share twin, including 7 nights
accommodation, buffet breakfast and evening meals daily,
maps, guides, and route maps.  Rail fares are available from
Zurich at additional cost.
Phone Adventure World on 09-539 8102.

Russia & Eastern Europe Tours
– Guaranteed Departures
Innovative Travel’s specialist product range in Russia and
Eastern Europe can provide your clients with a large
selection of options, including independent custom designed
itineraries, cruises and coach tours, all of which are
guaranteed departures.
Currently on special offer includes 7-day ‘Imperial Capitals’
(07 and 14JUL09 departures), 8-day ‘Baltic
Highlights’(05,12,19 & 26JUL); 7, 11 and 14-day tours of
Poland (MAY to SEP), 6 and 9-day tours of Croatia (MAY-
SEP) plus two cruises: the 10-day ‘Moscow to St Petersburg’
(MAY-SEP) and 15-day ‘Istanbul to Kiev’ (MAY-AUG).
Click Here for the flyer and contact Innovative Travel for
further info on FREEPHONE 0508 100111 or email
info@innovative-travel.com
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Val d’Isère – Summer 2009

An Eco Delight
- Greenland 2-for-1 Offer
Scandinavian specialists, MyBentours
advises a half price travel offer for their
popular ‘Disko Bay Greenland Cruise’ (see
pg16-17 MyBentours 2009 brochure).
The 9-day itinerary provides the opportunity
to cruise whale and seal-rich waters
surrounded by towering icebergs, wander
Inuit towns and flower-covered hills where
skies are filled by migrating birds.
Cruising on the world’s most modern
explorer vessel, MS Fram, provides
passengers with a touch of luxury.
Beginning and ending in Copenhagen, the
cruise highlights include Kangerlusuaq,
Sisimiut, Quqertarsuaq, Uummannaq, Equip
Sermia, Ilulissat and Itilleq.
The 2-for-1 deal is valid for all new bookings
& quotes, plus existing quotes from 03JUN
until sold out and applies to cabin categories
I2, N2 and QJ on the following departures:
(11, 25JUN; 02,09,16,30JUL; 10, 17SEP09).
Full details available from MyBentours on
FREEPHONE 0800 443510 or email:
enquiry@mybentours.com

Brass, Fun in NE England
This summer, North East England offers music
and festivals that celebrate the region’s unique
roots, riverscape and passion for all things fun.
The city of Durham hosts the annual BRASS:
Durham International Festival, 05-19JUL, with
acts from the world of Folk, Jazz, Samba, Soul
and Traditional Brass brought together to
celebrate the global sound of Brass-based music.
Each year, the festival pulls over 80,000 visitors
from all over the world.
NewcastleGateshead Quayside also celebrates,
with SummerTyne 2009, 18-26JUL, a two-week
festival packed with music and family events, all
centered on its renowned riverscape.
It launches with a sound-art installation around
the River Tyne, while the highlight of the festival
is Sing for Water, a gathering of national choirs
from all over the UK that aims to raise awareness
of global water issues and Water Aid. Rounding
off the festival is the Americana Weekend which
will feature the cream of American performers.
www.visitnortheastengland.com

Giant Cat on Channel
The English Channel has a new fast ferry service
– LD Lines’ new Incat wavepiercer between
Dover and Boulogne.
The 11,000-tonne catamaran Norman Arrow,
which can carry 1,200 passengers and up to 417
cars at speeds of 40 knots, is believed to be the
largest ever fast ferry to operate on the cross
channel routes between England and France. The
Hobart-built vessel will operate four return
sailings a day with a crossing time of one hour.
Foot passenger fares starting at £9 each way and
£18 for day returns, while one way fares for a car
and four passengers, based on a five-day return,
start at £27.50.

AVIATION

From 27JUN to 30AUG09, Val d’Isère invites
your clients to share a summer packed with
excitement: sporting and cultural events,
mountain biking, summer skiing, activities for
the whole family.  Val d’Isère is an activity
playground in an authentic alpine village at the
heart of the Vanoise National Park.
It offers new itineraries for hikers and mountain
bikers, including the 7 chapel circuit, linking
the various hamlets of Val d’Isère and, for
mountain bikers, a series of trails.
The main events of the summer calendar
include:

03-05JUL French Archery Championships
18-19JUL The “Avaline” Savoyard fair
20JUL-02AUG The CIM : Val d’Isère
      International Contest and Musical Academy
13-17AUG Val d’Isère Mountain Sessions
21-23AUG French Mountain Bike Cup final
The summer Gift Pass is a free discovery card
offered by your landlord or hotel and provides
unlimited pedestrian access to the ski lifts;
unlimited access to the swimming pool; a guided
ramble; ?5 sessions of Sports Park activities;
and reductions on numerous activities in the
resort.  www.valdisere.com

Jetstar on Domestic
NZ Countdown
Jetstar begins domestic New
Zealand operations tomorrow and its
first flight into Queenstown is
scheduled to arrive from Auckland
at 1050 and leave for Christchurch
at 1120.
The low cost carrier’s CEO Bruce
Buchanan will be the guest speaker
at the Queenstown Chamber of
Commerce business luncheon in the
Wakatipu Room of the Skyline
Gondola.
Mr Buchanan told The Australian
that forward bookings were strong
and the brand, first introduced into
the New Zealand market in 2005,
was going well.
“Auckland, which we introduced in
April, has been going well,” he said.
”We’re pretty gung-ho about it. We
think the market’s well positioned,
the economy at the moment’s well
positioned for the Jetstar model and
we’re seeing strong signs that we’re
going to be very successful.”

Page 10

Qantas, on behalf of oneworld

airlines, has advised a change in

the rules for the oneworld

Explorer Fare.  Stopover

conditions have been revised to

a maximum of two stopovers in

the continent of origin, of which

a maximum of one stopover is

permitted in each direction in

the country of origin.
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IATA: Future Depends on Drastic Reshaping
Airline bosses attending the IATA annual
general meeting in Kuala Lumpur have been
told by the association’s CEO that airline
losses worldwide may total US$9 billion in
2009, nearly double a previous forecast, as
an outbreak of swine flu compounds the
effects of the recession.

Giovanni Bisignani says sales may fall 15%
to US$448 billion this year from US$528
billion in 2008. “This is the most difficult
situation that the industry has faced,” says
Bisignani. “Our future depends on a drastic
reshaping by partners, governments and
industry.”

Hamilton Seeks to Extend Runway
Hamilton International Airport is to seek
planning approvals to extend its runway to
handle wide-bodied jet aircraft in the future
at an expected cost of $22 million.
By lengthening the runway to almost 3000
metres, it would become the third longest in
New Zealand after Auckland and
Christchurch.
Airport chief executive Chris Doak said,
however, it is unlikely the runway extension
will proceed in the near future as there is no
business case for it yet.
The priority is on achieving planning
permission which is likely to take up to two
years.
If granted, the airport would be in a strong
position to plan more effectively for future
aviation opportunities.

days after Pacific Blue Airlines announced it
would be flying to Sydney and Brisbane
from Hamilton International Airport starting
in September.
 Mr Doak said an extended runway in the
long-term will allow the airport to break out
of the current limited airline market of
narrow bodied transtasman aircraft.
New opportunities could include attracting:
• long-haul airlines that land in Australia

before picking up transtasman passengers
and on flying to New Zealand.

• long-haul airlines flying directly from
Asia to New Zealand as an alternative to
Auckland where there is significant
competition.

• airlines operating cargo aircraft that
require a longer runway length to fully
load their aircraft.The airport’s announcement came just three

AF447 Progress
At least 17 bodies of passengers from the ill-
fated AF447 had been retrieved as at
yesterday from the Atlantic Ocean.  They will
be examined closely by forensic teams in
Recife in the search for clues to the cause of
the disaster. The recovery vessels also
reported sighting “hundreds” of belongings
floating in the vicinity. At this time, 14

aircraft (12 Brazilian and 2 French) and five
Brazilian Navy ships are involved in the
operation. A French submarine is en route.
ATW Online reports that French investigators
are still processing reams of data yet to be
publicly released that was transmitted by the
A330-200’s aircraft communications
addressing and reporting system.

Qantas: No More Cuts
Qantas has slashed enough capacity and has
no plan to cut more, CEO Alan Joyce said in
Kuala Lumpur yesterday. Bloomberg quotes
him as saying “We don’t believe there’s the
necessity. At the moment, the capacity
changes we’ve introduced are sufficient
enough. We’re conscious of the ability to
grow if things do get better.”

Australia’s Channel 7 is to air a new

reality TV show looking at the day-to-

day operation of budget domestic

carrier Tiger Airways Australia.

SIA Changes AKL & CHC
Frequency
Singapore Airlines is making flight
frequency changes for AKL and CHC for
the Northern Winter 2009/10 period.
Singapore Airlines currently operates 12
times per week from Auckland; and 5
times a week from Christchurch.
From 23NOV09 to 31JAN10, the number
of flights from AKL will increase to
double daily, adding the SQ282/281
service on Tue and Thu. Effective the
first week of FEB10, services between
AKL and SIN will return to 12 times per
week.
From 25OCT09 to 31MAR10, the
number of flights from CHC will increase
to daily, adding the SQ298 service on
Wed and Fri ex CHC and the SQ297
service on Tue and Thu ex SIN.
Effective the first week of APR10,
services between CHC and SIN will
return to 5 times per week.

Qantas Freighter to Vietnam,
Shanghai, New York and Chicago
Qantas Freight has commenced a direct
weekly B747-400 freighter service between
Australia, Vietnam, China and the United
States.
Vietnam is one of the few countries in the
region that continues to see export growth,
and QF says it is pleased to be able to
support initiatives to grow trade between
Australia and Vietnam and between Vietnam
and the rest of the world.
It will offer Vietnamese exporters one of the
shortest transit times to the US and is
conveniently timed to connect with Qantas
Freight’s scheduled mainland China trucking
services as well as passenger and freighter
aircraft operating from Shanghai back into
Australia.
Qantas Freight has recently redirected
capacity and resources from its European
and Middle Eastern services to add Bangkok,
Auckland, Melbourne, Singapore and now
Ho Chi Minh City to its network.

CRUISING
The European Investment Bank has

granted a €550m direct loan to Costa

Crociere for economic development

projects, underscoring the importance of

the Italian company and the cruise sector

to Europe’s economic growth.

Orion Expedition Cruises has been

awarded a record two category wins in

the Australian Gourmet Traveller

Reader’s Awards.
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Legend of the Seas Year Round in Asia
Royal Caribbean International has
announced its spring and summer
2010 Asian itineraries, which are
part of its year-round season in
Asia with Legend of the Seas.
As many as 14 different itineraries
ranging from four to nine nights
are rolled out for this season, with
eight being featured for the first
time. They offer a mixture of

15 Nights on Seadream I - Truly La Dolce Vita
La Dolce Vita – The Sweet Life – is available
in October when SeaDream Yacht Club
moves SeaDream I on a 15-night luxury
sailing through the Mediterranean from
Alexandria to Barcelona.

crew, those who opt for this unique
opportunity will feel they’re sailing on their
own private yacht as SeaDream I visits
thirteen ports in Cyprus, Greece, Turkey,
Sicily, Malta, Tunisia, and Spain – and also
transits the historic Corinth Canal.
All five-star gourmet dining, drinks from the
open bars, wines with lunch and dinner,
nightly cocktail parties, use of power and sail
watersports facilities, onboard gratuities and
port charges are included in the price that
starts from US$8264pp twin-share – less than
half the originally advertised price.
SeaDream I will sail from Alexandria in
Egypt on 03OCT09.

Carnival’s No Limit
Texas Hold’em Tourney

Cruise West and Save US$80,750
World Journeys says clients can save a
massive US$80,750 per person by booking
Cruise West’s epic 333-night
circumnavigation of the globe voyage by
15JUL09.  However, at a price of
US$230,295 per person for the round-trip
from Singapore, World Journeys
recommends agents look more closely at
selling some of the 24 distinct voyages its is
made up of.
Priced from US$3,895pp, these voyages are
all aboard Spirit of Oceanus, with those
booking an entire Chapter (a grouping of
voyages) eligible for half price Business
Class airfares to commencement of cruise,
while those booking the entire
circumnavigation get free First Class flights
(applies to flights from any international
gateway airport).
Contact World Journeys 0800 11 73 11 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz for a calendar of
cruises and Early Booking deadlines.

exotic and popular new ports-of-call such as
Hualien, Miyazaki, Nagoya and Vladivostok.
On top of Singapore, Hong Kong and
Shanghai, a new homeport, Yokohama, is
added for this season.
Highlights include six sailings of four
distinct itineraries out of Hong Kong, to
destinations including Sanya, Hue/Danang,
Taipei and Okinawa. Guests can also
experience two different itineraries from
Yokohama, one to Shanghai, Jeju and Busan,

and the other to Hakodate, Otaru,
Vladivostok and Shanghai. There will also
be three sailings out of Kaohsiung to ports-
of-call such as Halong Bay and Hong Kong.
In addition, the cruises from Shanghai to
popular Japanese and Korean destinations
such as Kobe, Kagoshima and Busan in
particular, are expected to attract the interest
of the local and international visitors in the
city during the World Expo 2010, as a
convenient nearby holiday option.

With just 56 couples aboard served by 95

Carnival Cruise Lines is staging its 2009
PokerPro Challenge, a series of No Limit
Texas Hold’em poker tournaments, during
each voyage of the line’s 22 ships between
now and OCT09.
The winners of the preliminary tournaments
will face off for a cash prize of US$25,000
in the “Grand Final” during the Carnival
Freedom’s 24JAN10, six-day voyage from
Ft. Lauderdale, for which they all receive a
certificate.
All games will be played on state-of-the-art
PokerPro tables, which clearly and quickly

display players’ commitments and table
stakes, pot amount and community cards.
PokerPro tables also identify the winners at
the end of each hand and immediately add the
winnings to the player’s table stakes.
www.carnivalplayersclub.com
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JUST CRUISING ....

Alaska  Cruises   from $329*

Alaska Cruise Tours   from US$1249*

Europe Cruises   from US$149*

Canada & New England Cruises   from US$2999*

* plus applicable fuel supplement

Tel: 09-444 2298

Fax:09-442 4228

CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITE

THIS WEEK’S 5-DAY FLASH SPECIALS

Fall and Winter Caribbean
Sailings on Windstar
Windstar Cruises offers 31 Caribbean sailings from
November through March and premieres a new 7-
day St. Martin roundtrip itinerary on the 148-guest
Wind Spirit due to guest request.
Each week from DEC09 through MAR10, Wind
Spirit will sail roundtrip from St. Martin on a new
itinerary that also allows for additional daytime
sailing. Ports of calls include St. Kitts, Tortola, Jost
Van Dyke, Virgin Gorda and St. Barts. Cruise rates
begin at $1,999pp, based on double occupancy.
The 312-guest Wind Surf offers 7-day roundtrip
sailings in fall and winter from Bridgetown,
Barbados calling on a variety of ports on
northbound and southbound itineraries. Wind Surf’s
northbound itinerary includes St. Kitts, Nevis, St.
Martin, St. Barts, Guadeloupe, Iles des Saintes and
St. Lucia. The southbound itinerary includes
Bequia, Dominica, St. Lucia, Mayreau, Grenada
and Tobago. Cruise rates begin at $1,859pp, based
on double occupancy.
Call Francis Travel Marketing.

ACCOMMODATIONOrion Expands for 2010
Sarina Bratton, Managing Director of Orion Expedition
Cruises, has announced the 2010 itineraries for the
Australian-based 5 star expedition cruise ship Orion.
“Our popular expeditions, including the Antarctic,
Kimberley, Arnhem Land, Papua New Guinea and New
Zealand continue – but we have added a range of 7-night
East Coast, South Australian and Tasmanian explorations
stretching from Cairns to Hobart,” says Ms Bratton.
“New south-east Australian itineraries take us to Melbourne,
coastal Victoria and South Australia for the first time,
providing plenty of opportunities to explore by sea and land,
revelling in fine food and wine, and discovering the hidden
treasures of the Limestone Coast, Kangaroo Island and the
Eyre and Fleurieu Peninsulas. This now means that Orion has
expeditions to every state in Australia in 2010.
“Building on guest feedback from successful expeditions to
date I am pleased to announce we will be expanding our
itineraries in Papua New Guinea to include 6 new
destinations. We are also visiting new parts of the exotic
Spice and Tanimbar Islands and for the first time will be
adding an expedition that includes Irian Jaya, world-famous
for its Asmat Art.

Hanmer Springs –
Winter Conference
Special
The 64-room Heritage Hanmer
Springs is offering a winter
conference accommodation
special of $109 GST incl per
night, plus a daily delegate rate
of $45 GST incl which includes
morning and afternoon teas,
working luncheon and room
hire. The rates are based on

Two New Accor Resorts on Koh Samui

Amadeus Diamond CLICK HERE

       5 Nights from 560 Euros

23DEC09 Departure

Christmas Cruise
Vienna to Nuremburg

bookings of 20 delegate room nights
or more and are valid until
31AUG09.  Call Debbie Moody on
03 315 0065 or email
hanmerconf@heritagehotels.co.nz

Accor has opened two beachfront
Mercure resorts on the popular
southern Thailand island of Koh
Samui.
The Mercure Samui Buri is
located on the secluded northern

Maenam Beach, and the Mercure
Samui Fenix is on Lamai Beach, on
the eastern side of the island.
It is backed by lush jungle and
offers access to local villages and
temples.
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Scenic’s Auckland Hotel Refreshed
The Scenic Hotel Auckland on Queen
Street opposite the city’s Town Hall is
entering its 10th year of business with a
refurbishment acknowledging its historic
past.
The 100-room hotel occupies the
distinctive wedge shaped Historic Places
Trust category 2 rated MLC Building on
the corner of Airedale and Queen Streets.
Scenic Hotel Group Managing Director
Brendan Taylor says the building’s art
deco design gives it a real character and
presence and the latest refurbishment by
Christchurch interior designer Jane
Downes was inspired by many of the
existing art deco elements already
present.
“The reception area with its curved
timber reception desk, curved metallic lift
facings and geometric tiling in the foyer
was a strong example of art deco interior
design and its successful elements were

of the building,” she says.
Guests are today greeted with a bold
colour palette of deep yellow and charcoal
on the walls and strong geometric designs
in new tiling and carpeting in the public
areas and corridors. Once inside the hotel
rooms, the colour scheme has been ‘pulled
back’ and the surfaces softened to create a
more restful feel.
In addition to the interior refurbishment,
the hotel is also planning to upgrade
bedding in the hotel to feature luxurious
New Zealand made feather bed toppers
and woollen duvet inners.

translated and extended through the rest

A special winter offer of $129 per
night is currently on offer on Fri, Sat
and Sun nights. The price also
includes a bottle of Villa Maria wine
and a fully cooked breakfast for two
in the hotel’s MLC Café. For further
details go to www.scenic-circle.co.nz
and look for the Airedale Hotel deal
under ‘Hot Deals’.
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Don’t take yourself so seriously.
No-one else does.

INDUSTRY
South Australia Famil Dates Announced

 Credit Card Scam
Australian domestic carrier Regional
Express is warning the industry of a
“new and ingenious credit card fraud”
which has so far cost the carrier
A$11,000, with another A$66,000 in
pending charges which it was able to
cancel.
According to the warning published on
just4airlines.com, the fraud works this
way:
• Pax books a fully refundable fare on

Credit Card A
• Pax upgrades fare category using

Credit Card B
• Pax cancels bookings and requests

refund. Refund goes automatically to
last Credit Card used.

• Credit Card A is a valid card but
whose identity is stolen. Credit card
B belongs to fraudsters.

The South Australian Tourism Commission has
announced the dates for their upcoming famils
to Adelaide and South Australia.
“Our famils provide the perfect opportunity for
agents to discover for themselves why Adelaide
and South Australia are amongst the fastest
growing holiday destinations in Australia,”
says Jane Wilson, SATC regional manager NZ.
“Each famil visits Adelaide and a unique wine
region, as well as the Murray River or the
Flinders Ranges & Outback or Kangaroo
Island.
“Recent consumer research identified these
regions, and the experiences they offer, as the

most relevant and sought-after by Kiwi
travellers when planning a trip to South
Australia,” adds Wilson.
Famil dates are:

River, City and Wine Indulgence:
25-31AUG09

      Wine, Wildlife and Outback Adventure:
07 - 14SEP09

      Wine, Wildlife and Heritage Discovery:
15 - 22OCT09

For more information or to register their
interest, agents should email info@satc.co.nz
or call 09 368 5381. But be quick as spaces
are limited.
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