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Taranaki boasts magnificent gardens of

national significance, the iconic Mt

Taranaki, a spectacular national park and

two marine reserves, iron sand beaches

and great surf, wonderful lakes, a vibrant

arts and crafts scene, gourmet cafes and

restaurants, museums and galleries and a

range of activities for those with a sense

of fun and adventure...

... Taranaki - like no other.

According to Maori legend, Mount

Taranaki was banished to the West Coast

Taranaki is fringed by a dynamic coast, home to

world-class surf breaks, pristine empty black

sand beaches, and two protected marine parks

that have shaped the way the people of

Taranaki live.

from the Central Plateau after losing a battle

with Tongariro for the heart of pretty Mount

Pihanga. Today the brooding peak offers a

spiritual beacon for the Taranaki people,

standing in the centre of the region and taking

a commanding role in the region’s geography

and weather patterns.

‘The Mountain’ as it respectfully referred to by

the locals, has shaped Taranaki’s unique natural

environment. The Whanganui River to the south

was created during Mt Taranaki’s mythical

journey to the region. To the north of the

province lie the Mokau and Awakino rivers,

offering fishing, kayaking and boating

adventures, and whitebaiting and surfing at the

river mouths. The Patea River, weaving through

central Taranaki into the spectacular Rotorangi

Hydro Lake, has its headwaters high up the

mighty mountain.

The region is also home to many other lakes

that have become popular playgrounds.

Rotokare and Rotomanu are destinations for

water skiers and wakeboarders, while Rotokare

is a spectacular scenic picnic spot.

Between the coast

and the mountain

lie rich plains,

offering fertile

dairying pastures,

bush-clad river

valleys, and

countless parks,

reserves, historic

sites, and award
winning gardens, each with their own story to

tell.

But the highlight of the region’s unique

environment is undoubtedly the iconic Mt

Taranaki. From the vivid green of the lower

slopes to the stunning views from the 2518m

summit, Taranaki offers a range of experiences

unique to the region, and easily accessible from

anywhere in the province.
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Taranaki Country Lodge
Taranaki Country Lodge is situated in beautiful rural

countryside just 15 minutes from the centre of New

Plymouth, a city of 50,000 people.

The lodge is only 10 minutes from the airport and

guests can be transferred by a courtesy pick up and

drop off vehicle if required. It also has facilities for

helicopter landings if needed.

Taranaki Country Lodge is situated on a working 86-

acre farm far away from the bustle and noise of

traffic. Privacy and security is maintained with the

access being along a half-kilometre private driveway.

The lodge was winner of a number of awards in the 2005

Master Builders House of the Year, including a Gold in the new

homes category $600,000 to $1 million in the Taranaki Region.

Hosts Jim and Robyn Hutchinson offer luxury accommodation

and endeavour to meet your clients’ every request so their stay

is as comfortable and welcoming as possible.

The units are spacious with tea and coffee making facilities to

allow for independence, and there is a separate Guest Lounge

and patio areas where they can sit back, relax and enjoy the

spectacular views of Mount Taranaki and the North Coast.

Phone  06 755 0274
     or 027 460 7239

www.taranakicountrylodge.co.nz

169 Hursthouse Rd,
    R.D. 2 New Plymouth

• Two Spacious units
• Ensuite Bathrooms
• Patio Area

• Wheelchair friendly unit
• Spectacular views

• Continental & Cooked Breakfast

• Television, Fridge
• Tea & Coffee making facilities
• Super King bed, convertable to two singles
• Wireless High Speed Internet

http://www.taranakicountrylodge.co.nz
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Taranaki has been labelled the

‘Garden of New Zealand’ since

pioneering times, and for a very

good reason.
Rich volcanic soils and equable climate, blessed

with both high sunshine hours and plenty of rain,

combine to create conditions that cultivate a huge

range of plants within its temperate – often

subtropical – atmosphere.

The region has also earned its reputation the hard

way – through pioneering grit, determination and

plenty of work.

Taranaki now enjoys ten out of 31 Gardens of

National Significance around New Zealand, along

with several Gardens of Regional Significance.

One of the most famous is Pukeiti Rhododendron

Trust, a worldclass garden featuring 10,000 rhodos

(including 500 of the 800 known varieties), as well

as 15,000 hybrids.

There’s also the 125-year-old Tikorangi – The Jury

Garden, Pukekura Park, Ngamamaku, Te Kainga Marire,

Te Popo Gardens, Hollard Garden, Bri Ree, Lepper’s

Garden and Oakley Garden.

Add to those the myriad of walkways – through

bush, farmland, forests, wetlands, by rivers, lakes and

sea, on the mountain and through pioneering towns

and villages – and it’s clear that Taranaki is a nature-

lover’s paradise.

Mountains, rivers, beaches, clifftops, parks,
reserves, volcanic remnants, forests…no matter
what scenic sensation you’re into, Taranaki has
it all.
Made by long ago volcanic activity that shaped
the North Island’s western seaboard into a lush
2518m mountain peak surrounded by green
pastureland, Taranaki is an outdoor lover’s
dream.
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Native bush of the century-old Egmont National Park

on Mt Taranaki forms Kaitake Lodge’s backdrop.

Green farmland stretches to the Tasman Sea.

With all rooms catching the sun

and tranquil surroundings,

 the lodge’s location is near as perfect can be.

Exclusive-Use Lodge with three Guestrooms

Secluded & Extremely Private

5 mins to Oakura; 15 mins to New Plymouth

Eco-friendly - Solar & Hydro Powered, Pure Spring Water

Lounge with Open Fire

Fully Equipped Kitchen

Dining Room with Bush & Sea Views

Glass-roofed Bathroom with Two-Person Bath

Scenic Sundeck, Bush Walks & Gardens

Health-spa packages

Romantic Getaway or Tranquil RetreatRomantic Getaway or Tranquil Retreat

Kaitake Lodge

41 Kaitake Road

RD4 Oakura,

Taranaki

Tel: 06-752 7150

Mob:027-278 4553

email:ross@kaitakelodge.co.nz

web site: www.kaitakelodge.co.nz
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Kaitake Lodge, Oakura

     in conjunction with Ziji
        Day Spa in Oakura

Set on northern slopes and nestled in the lush native bush

edging the 100-year-old Egmont National Park on Mt Taranaki,

Kaitake Lodge offers tranquil seclusion for a romantic

interlude, a tranquil escape or a small conference.

Kaitake Lodge evolved through the owners’ love of nature.

They wanted to be in the bush and still see the ocean. They

loved hearing and seeing the native birds and enjoying the

peace and quiet.

The lodge is fully equipped for self-catering, however a

private chef can be arranged, and organic produce is

available on request.

They wanted a

place where

people could

leave the stresses

of the world and

rejuvenate their

bodies, minds

and souls. Be
made to feel special. The natural therapies they offer are an

integral part of this. They see the lodge and associated

options as a complete package. The guest’s well-being is the

priority.

Kaitake Lodge has an exclusive-use policy, being available

only for single bookings, whether for one, two or three

couples at a time, and it is not suitable for children.

The property offers

a comfortably

furnished living room

with open fire and a

dining room,

opening onto a sun

deck and offering

expansive views.

There are three bedrooms and the wood-panelled

bathroom is fitted with a two-person bathtub with bush and

sky views.  The building is environmentlally friendly. It features

passive

energy

designs

and

operates

on solar,

hydro and

gas. It is

not

connected

to New

Zealand’s electricity network. Its water is spring fed.

Kaitake Lodge offers health-spa packages in conjunction with

its Ziji Day Spa in Oakura, with guests able to book for a

beauty treatment or natural therapies.

Owner Ross Henry says: “A typical situation is where a guy

books the lodge as a surprise, takes his lady to the pub for

lunch, afterwards drops her across the road at Ziji for a

package such as manicure, pedicure, facial or massage while

he comes up to the lodge and does the familiarisation,

flowers, champagne etc. Then he collects her for a walk on

the beach, dinner at a restaurant, then drives up to the lodge.

Guys get HUGE brownie points from this sort of romantic

package.”

http://www.kaitakelodge.co.nz
http://www.zijidayspa.co.nz


Taranaki Feature       APR09            www.travelmemo.co.nz

Taranaki is not only home to dairy cows, oil rigs, walkways

and famous gardens!  The pioneering region is also the

centre for a thriving arts industry, boasting world-

renowned art galleries, museums, and some of the

country’s top artists and craftspeople
There’s no better place to enjoy the

region’s arty flavour than Surf Highway 45,

where artists and artisans tend to flock

for the area’s superb natural beauty and

inspiration.

Take a trip from New Plymouth to

Hawera, and expect to be impressed by

the huge array of artists’ galleries to pick

from; or stop at Percy Thomson Gallery in

Stratford, where local and national artists

are displayed.

Not to be missed is the Govett-Brewster

Art Gallery – considered to be one of

Australasia’s leading contemporary

galleries and a place where your senses

can be challenged and titillated.

Taranaki is the

home of WOMAD

(World of Music

Arts and Dance),

which sweeps

Internationally renowned

kinetic sculptor Len Lye

gifted his collection to

the region, and examples

of his stunning designs

are starting to pop up

around New Plymouth

City.

into town once every two years, transforming Brooklands Park

and Bowl into an international kaleidoscope of song,

movement and colour.

Various other community events, such as food and wine

festivals, festivals of lights and multi-ethnic parades, add to the

rich and diverse arts scene that Taranaki enjoys.
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· Panoramic lake, farm and bush views

· Quality carpets and contemporary furnishings in nature’s colours

· Comfortable orthopedic beds with wool underlays and quality linen

· Well equipped kitchens with gas hob, electric frypan, quality crockery

& utensils, pots & pans, microwave and small fridge. Tea/coffee welcome

pack.

· Freeview television, DVD player and selection of recent movies, CD/radio

and selection of CDs, magazines, alarm clock/radio

· Hairdryer, bathrobes, shampoo, conditioner and bodywash

· Gas BBQ and outdoor furniture, wide opening doors from the lounge and

main bedroom to an undercover verandah

· Logfires in Ruru and Makomako chalets

· Daily servicing

Caniwi Lodge & Chalets
Discover this untouched and unique wilderness location in back country

Taranaki for an idyllic self catering getaway like no other.

Lake Rotorangi is the longest man made lake in New Zealand and meanders

46kms to the Patea Hydro Dam and with calm, warm water idyllic for

watersports.

It’s a forgotten world destination with activities and luxurious environmentally

friendly accommodation, ideal for a romantic two-night escape for busy

couples.

Perched on a ridge overlooking scenic Lake Rotorangi and surrounded by

beautifully landscaped gardens, expansive lawns and bush walks, this tranquil

valley hideaway offers three accommodation options.

The four log-style chalets are individually appointed and luxuriously furnished,

and offer both privacy and stunning views.  Chalet guests have free use of

kayaks and rowboats and there’s a spa pool  set beneath the cedars, a

gazebo for outdoor dining and a games room.

The Caniwi Lodge Homestead offers a Bed & Breakfast stay in its three ensuite

bedrooms, each with garden views. Dinner is available by prior arrangement.

All chalets have :

�
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Taranaki Lakeside

Chalets - Bed & Breakfast - Lodge

Accommodation

The Perfect Two-Night Getaway

Romance &

 for Busy Couples

Adventure!

Two-bedroom Lakeview Chalets

Caniwi Lodge & Chalets
Lake Rotorangi
505 Aorere Road
RD19 Eltham, Taranaki
Ph: +64 6 764 7577
www.caniwilodge.co.nz

http://www.caniwilodge.co.nz
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• Parihaka Peace Festival – historic Parihaka Pa continues its legacy of peace with this three-

day arts, music and culture festival (January)

• Yarrows Round the Mountain Cycle Challenge – this 150km circumnavigation of Mt

Taranaki can be tackled solo or as part of a team (January)

• AmeriCARna – an annual festival of American automotive design and culture (February)

• Taranaki Wine and Food Festival – celebrate the best of Taranaki (February)

• WOMAD – the World of Music and Dance brings a three-day multi-cultural festival to the

iconic TSB Bowl of Brooklands (March)

• New Plymouth to Mooloolaba Solo Trans Tasman Yacht Race – intrepid singlehanded race

across the Tasman every four years (April)

• ITU World Cup Triathlon Event – the world’s best triathletes battle it out on the New

Plymouth foreshore (April)

• Home and Lifestyle Expo – a showcase of the latest and best products and services

(April)

• YouthFest – an annual festival of youth culture (July)

• Taranaki Festival of the Arts – pioneering arts festival held every two years (July/August)

• Taranaki Wave Classic – the last of the winter swells fuel this full-on windsurfing event

(October)

• Taranaki Rhododendron and Garden Festival – celebrate the spring blooms at Taranaki’s

gardens each year (October - November)

• TSB Bank Festival of Lights – beautiful Pukekura Park comes alive after dark with special

events and lighting effects (December – February)

It’s not hard to see why Taranaki has often been

referred to as the ‘Events Capital of New Zealand.’

Taranaki is an events epicenter with top international artists, performers,

entertainers and sportspeople descending on the region throughout the year.

The dynamic events programme contributes to what North & South magazine has labeled the most

vibrant community in the country. Home to many unique natural stages, parks and sporting venues,

Taranaki will leave a lasting memory on every event-goer. Regular major events in Taranaki include:
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The hotel offers seven individually

decorated bedrooms and one suite, each

featuring contemporary art, a designer

bathroom with double spa bath or

massage shower.

Located in the heart of New Plymouth,

Nice Hotel and Table restaurant are well

located for business and pleasure, in view

of the Len Lye Wind Wand and adjacent to

historic St Mary’s Church and New

Zealand’s leading contemporary Art

Museum, the Govett Brewster.

Nice Hotel,
New Plymouth

Comfortable and stylish, the guest rooms have traditional armchairs and

beds to dream in, a good work desk, DVD player and broadband

internet access.

The hotel’s award winning Table

restaurant offers a spacious and airy

dining room with a delightful outdoor

deck and tropical garden. Open 7

days for guests and casual diners.

Guests can take a gentle stroll to Pukekura Park or the Pukeariki

foreshore and return for tea and fresh shortbread in the library

upstairs.

A private meeting room is available

with modern equipment and a

personal focus on your clients’

business requirements.

Visit www.nicehotel.co.nz to read

what Urbis and Cuisine magazines

have to say about Nice Hotel.

Be our guest.
Food is our

pleasure
In the heart of New Plymouth.
Seven stylish ensuite
bedrooms and one suite, each
with contemporary art,
designer bathroom, double spa
bath or massage shower,
comfort and style.
Traditional armchairs and beds
to dream in.
Good work desks, DVD players
and broadband internet
access in all rooms.

Nice Hotel
71 Brougham Street
New Plymouth
Tel: (06) 7586423
info@nicehotel.co.nz
www.nicehotel.co.nz

http://www.nicehotel.co.nz
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Patuha Lodge
Patuha Lodge is set on the outermost

boundary of a working sheep and beef farm,

nestled in native rainforest.

Guests can stay in one of ten comfortable

ensuite bedrooms, five of which open out

onto lawn and bush. There are a variety of bed

combinations, from rooms with a queen bed

plus a fold down couch, to a double and

single bed, or two single beds. Each room has

a TV, phone and desk area. High speed

wireless internet is also available.

The rooms are centrally heated and all beds

have electric blankets for extra comfort. Shared

tea and coffee making facilities are located in

the hallway. A spa-bath is also available for

guests to enjoy.

Lodge guests can enjoy home comforts in and

around the tranquil setting of the Lodge, and

there are bush walks, along with seasonal farm

activities, available to be enjoyed. The

neighbouring world-renowned Pukeiti

Rhododendron Gardens are also a must.

The spacious lodge has a restaurant with an

emphasis on Kiwi cuisine and a fully licensed

bar, making it an ideal venue to host

celebrations, conferences and weddings.

Hosts Harry and Sally (Henderson) Vear,

represent the 3rd generation on the land and

will ensure your clients a warm and

comfortable stay.

Ten Ensuite Guestrooms + Unit

Licenced Restaurant & Bar

Emphasis on Kiwi Cuisine

Ideal for Conferences, Weddings, Celebrations

Set in Bush and Farmland

Borders on Pukeiti Rhododendron Gardens

575 Upper Pitone Road
RD4 New Plymouth
Tel: 06-752 4469
Fax: 06-752 4470
info@patuhalodge.co.nz

www.patuhalodge.co.nz

http://www.patuhalodge.co.nz
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Surf Highway 45 Tells Three Stories

A Rich History
From the mythical time when Mount Taranaki
made his way to the West Coast from the Central
Plateau, brokenhearted after losing a battle for
Mount Pihanga, the Taranaki region has created a
rich history for itself.
Historic land battles, the birth of the passive
resistance movement, pioneering industrial
growth, and a picture-perfect mountain have all
contributed to modern-day Taranaki having many
vivid stories to tell. These stories are best
experienced by exploring the region’s
countryside and visiting one of the many
museums on offer.
Taranaki is home to many well-preserved historic
pa sites. The immense Koru Pa and the pivotal Te
Ngutu o te Manu are both easily accessed from
the Surf Highway and along with countless
sculpted hilltops around the province provide
an unbeatable insight into the region’s vivid
history. The scale of these fortresses, carved into
hilltops by hand, is mind-boggling, as are the
histories they have created.

The first, and most obvious, is a story of wave-fuelled
adventure by generations of surfers searching for the
perfect wave. From Mokau in the north to Waitotara in the
south, the Taranaki coastline is home to countless classic
surf breaks. Breaks like Stent Road, the Kumara Patch,
Fitzroy Beach and Arawhata Road have become
legendary in New Zealand surfing over the decades and
continue to attract surfers from around the globe. No
matter what the swell or wind direction, it’s almost always
offshore somewhere along the Surf Highway.
The second story of Surf Highway 45 is one of a unique
natural environment, perched precariously between a

spectacular brooding mountain and the dynamic forces

of the spirited Taranaki coastline. This is a story of
geography and industry, and is unavoidable as you
pass through this coastal landscape. While surfing is a
big part of Surf Highway 45, the spectacular natural
environment also makes it a journey to remember.
Surf Highway 45 also tells a graphic story of Kiwi
culture, both through the rich history that has shaped
the region’s identity, and the many creative people
that call this unique patch of paradise home.These
stories intertwine to provide a touring route that will
appeal to the hardcore surfer, travelling explorer, and
cultural adventurer alike, leaving all who travel the

105km touring route with an adventure ‘like no other.’


