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REGISTER BY

FRI  24 APRIL

Tourism Fiji & its industry partners

cordially invite all

Travel Wedding Specialists to the

2009 Romance Me Workshop.

Tourism Fiji & its industry partners

cordially invite all

Travel Wedding Specialists to the

2009 Romance Me Workshop.

CHRISTCHURCH 27 APRIL

Copthorne Hotel Central 5.30 - 7.30pm

WELLINGTON 28 APRIL

Mercure Hotel Terrace 5.30 - 7.30pm

AUCKLAND 29 APRIL

Stamford Plaza 5.30 - 7.30pm

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

ROMANCE ME
WORKSHOP
2009

Luxury Travel Show Combines NZ, Aust
Auckland and Sydney are to be the twin venues for an inaugural
‘Luxury Travel Week’ this October, an event billed as Australasia’s
exclusive invitation-only boutique travel trade show.
Although such a luxury focused travel trade show has never been
staged in Australia before, New Zealand has hosted four such events
beginning with the “New Zealand Luxury Travel Show” back in 2005
which ran for two years, and then “Pure Luxury”, last held in
MAY08.
Luxury Travel Week (LTW) organisers say the new two-city event
aims to provide “only the very best local luxury exhibitors with a cost
effective and targeted way to engage face-to-face with some of the
world’s leading luxury travel buyers on their home turf.”
LTW says priority attendance will be given to those local exhibitors
who are acknowledged to be at the very top of the market and are
already promotionally active on the international stage.

               ... Cont p2

Flight Centre managing director Graham Turner has told Sky
News that globally the travel agency chain has cut around 1000
jobs and that more staff will go, despite predicting the worst of
the economic slowdown has passed.
He is quoted as saying: “We certainly will be losing more people
just through attrition - people who resign we won’t be replacing -
and we’ve been doing that for the last six to eight months.”

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
http://www.thailand.net.au
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=421
http://www.railplus.co.nz
http://www.nzonline.org.nz/chelseaparkmotorlodgecentralnelson.htm
http://www.topdog.co.nz
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=436
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
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Luxury Travel Show Combines NZ, Aust
…Cont from p1
Exhibitors will represent a mix of the best luxury
accommodation, plus related service and transport providers,
and applications are now open to any company that feels they
meet these criteria.
International buyers invited to attend will, according to LTW,
be a mix of proven providers of luxury business to Australia
and New Zealand, as well as a range of fresh faces, aimed at
injecting growth from established and developing markets.
It is expected that about 80% of buyers will be Northern
Hemisphere based, with around one in five buyers coming
from Australia, one of the fastest growing and most important
luxury travel markets for the New Zealand sector.
In total there will be a maximum of 35 New Zealand
exhibitors selected, who will spend 2-3 days meeting up to 35
international buyers in a series of one-on-one meetings and
networking events. LTW says there will also be pre-event
famils arranged with buyers in New Zealand and post event
famils arranged in Australia.
N.Z.-based exhibitors will meet with buyers at the Hilton
Auckland (11-13OCT) while the event for Australian-based
exhibitors will be at the InterContinental Sydney (14-16OCT)
Luxury Travel Week is managed by Neil Pollett in New
Zealand and Richard Rosebery in Australia.
Richard Rosebery is well known for his past involvement and
ownership of Select Hotels and Resorts and with Small
Luxury Hotels of the World.
Neil Pollett launched the very first “New Zealand Luxury
Travel Show” events back in 2005 and 2006 and is known for
his development of the “New Zealand Luxury” cluster
marketing group that has been involved in offshore marketing
initiatives for a wide range of New Zealand based luxury
products over the last three years.
Brad Monaghan, who has returned to New Zealand after roles
with Tourism New Zealand offshore and more recently as
Marketing Manager for the ILTM luxury trade show in
France, will be assisting with the initial marketing and event
material.

Guest Nights Down in February
Total guest nights in short-term commercial accommodation
in FEB09 were 8% lower than in FEB08, but Statistics New
Zealand says 2008 was a leap year, with that extra FEB day
falling on a Friday.
All 12 regions had fewer guest nights, with Otago,
Auckland, and Bay of Plenty showing the largest decreases.
Eleven regions had fewer international guest nights, and
nine regions had fewer domestic guest nights.
Guest nights decreased in all five accommodation types,
with motels and hotels wearing the largest decreases.
International guest nights were down 13% and domestic
guest nights were down 2%.
The FEB09 occupancy rate of 62%, excluding caravan
parks/camping grounds, was the lowest for a February
month since 1999.

Vbase Calls for Supporting Submissions
Vbase, the venue manager for the Christchurch Convention
Centre (including the city’s town hall) and Westpac Centre,
has developed a proposal to expand the convention centre
and to refurbish and modernise the Christchurch Town Hall
for Performing Arts.
Chief Executive Bryan Pearson says the venues clearly have
a proven direct benefit to Christchurch and he’s calling on
ratepayers, businesses and organisations to support the
Vbase proposal.
“The Convention Centre brings significant benefit to the
city, but we are turning business away,” he says. “The
Convention Centre operates at capacity most of the year, but
the business visitor market is growing and we need the venue
to do the same. The impact of not doing so will be felt right
across the city.
“The visitors to these venues have been the catalyst for
development of other tourism infrastructure in Christchurch,
but that may not continue if we don’t create more space,” he
adds.
The Vbase proposal, which the City Council has included in
the draft Long Term Council Community Plan is open for
public submissions until 5pm this Thursday 16APR and can
be viewed at www.vbase.co.nz.
Submissions can be made online before the deadline at
http://www.ccc.govt.nz/LTCCP/Draft/HaveYourSay/

Coromandel Ferry Rescue Discussed
The Auckland to Coromandel 360 Discovery ferry service
has been thrown a possible lifeline with at least three
agencies looking at ways to maintain the service.
The operators of the service between Auckland and
Coromandel Town, via Waiheke, Ponui, Rotoroa and
Pakatoa Islands five times a week, had planned to stop
sailings today, but will now continue until the end of the
school holidays on 26APR.
The Waikato Times reports that both the regional transport
committee and regional passenger transport committee last
week heard that Environment Waikato has been working
with Thames-Coromandel District Council and Auckland
Regional Transport Authority to look at options to maintain
the service including sourcing funding.
Tourism Coromandel chief executive Jim Archibald told the
newspaper the cancellation of the service would be a blow to
international tourists. The RTO has been marketing the ferry
service offshore and said if the ferry was to stop then
overseas operators would be reluctant to re-include it later.

As at yesterday, more than 11,000 three-day grandstand
tickets were still available for next weekend’s Hamilton

400, including prime spots in
the new Hinemoa stand and
the Main Straight stand.
The event promoter Dean
Calvert told the Waikato Times

that an average of 35,000 daily
tickets, or 70%, of the total had
been sold.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
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Winter Games NZ Return More than Rugby World Cup
Winter Games NZ will, across three
biennial events, deliver a higher economic
return to New Zealand than the 2011
Rugby World Cup does.
That’s the message from Winter Games NZ
chair Eion Edgar. Events are to be held at
ski fields in the Southern Lakes and at ice
rinks throughout Otago in 2009, 2011 and
2013.
Speaking at a Queenstown Chamber of
Commerce luncheon, Mr Edgar said
international feedback on the event, to be
held for the first time this August, had
been “enormous”.
The Southland Times quotes Mr Edgar as
saying that almost all economic returns

from the New Zealand-owned competition
would stay in the country, unlike those from
the Rugby World Cup, which were in part
diverted offshore to sponsors and partners.
During three separate Games in 2009, 2011
and 2013, the winter event would draw
greater returns than the World Cup, Mr
Edgar said.
The 2009 Games alone would return $50
million to Otago, according to a University
of Otago estimate.
Winter Games NZ chief executive Arthur
Klap says it already appears the 800
competitors’ spots will be oversubscribed, as
athletes will use the event to prepare for the
2012 Winter Olympics in Vancouver.

Slipway Offer Not Enough for Waipa Delta
Hamilton City Council has conditionally
offered to pay $300,000 to build a slipway
on the Waikato River at Horotiu as a last-
minute gesture to keep the popular tourist
river boat Waipa Delta in the city. The
slipway would allow for mandatory marine
surveys for the vessel and other river boats.
Councillor Gordon Chesterman is quoted as
saying the debate had gone “far beyond” the
Waipa Delta, and that the council had a
responsibility to invest in the infrastructure.
“It’s like the airport. Do we expect Air New
Zealand to pay for an extension of the
runway?”

He said if Hamilton lost the Waipa Delta it
would be difficult to get another boat into
the river with no infrastructure in place.
The Waipa Delta’s owner Mark Goudie has
yet to decide whether the offer is enough
to make him stay instead of relocating the
business to Auckland.
He told the Waikato Times that what was
offered wasn’t enough and that an upgrade
of facilities at the city’s Memorial Park
was the “absolute minimum for me to
stay.” He had, however, since agreed to
meet with the city’s chief executive over
the matter after Easter.

Regional Tourism to Benefit from New Funding

  Cultural Design for New Kopu Bridge
Plans for the $32 million replacement for the
rickety one-way Kopu Bridge (above) near
Thames will make it a fitting gateway to the
Coromandel Peninsula. The design for the
new span includes etched taniwha motifs on
the support pillars and ten pouwhenua
(carved posts) at the approaches.

The Waikato Times reports that the new-look
Kopu Bridge, construction of which will
begin in July, will also feature stylised waves
etched along its sides, broken in the middle
by a waka.
The project is expected to take 18 months to
complete.

The Associate Minister of Tourism, The
Hon Dr Jonathan Coleman, has announced
funding to the 29-member Regional
Tourism Organisations New Zealand
(RTONZ) to undertake a number of
projects contained in the New Zealand
Tourism Strategy 2015 on behalf of its
members.
“The grant of $103,000, together with
contributions from the Regional Tourism
Organisations collective shows that
Government is giving a lead and showing it
is serious about regional tourism,” says
Paul Davis, CEO of Nelson Tasman
Tourism, and Chair of RTONZ.  “Clearly
government wants to get councils and
tourism organisations working together
more effectively.”

performance of tourism in the regions by
helping RTOs work more closely with
local councils.  The aim is to develop
practical and fair funding methods, and
strategies that will formalise tourism
considerations within council planning
and regulations.
“This project starts to put tourism on an
equal footing with other sectors,
encouraging Councils to remain
supportive of tourism in the current
downturn, and recognising that continued
investment in their regional tourism
organisations is a priority.  At the end of
this process, we hope to have removed
much of the uncertainty that currently
exists around local government
involvement in tourism, for both
parties,” said Mr Davis.The funding aims to improve the

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
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Meet the experts and update your destination and product knowledge on Sydney and the top selling NSW regional destinations!

Come along to the Tourism New South Wales Roadshow for your chance to win some fantastic prizes and learn about

Northern Rivers & Byron Bay, the Hunter, Wollongong & Illawarra, Blue Mountains, Lord Howe Island, Outback and North Coast NSW.

Monday 20 April

AUCKLAND:  Hyatt Regency, Cnr of Waterloo Quadrant & Princes St, 7:30 – 9:00am

HAMILTON:  Rydges Le Grand, 237 Victoria Street, 5:30 – 7:00pm

Tuesday, 21 April

TAURANGA:   Hotel on Devonport, 72 Devonport Rd., 7:30 – 9:00am

WELLINGTON:  Duxton Hotel, 170 Wakefield St, 5:30 – 7:00pm

Wednesday 22 April

DUNEDIN:  Scenic Circle Southern Cross Hotel, Cnr Princes & High Streets, 12:30 -2:00pm

Thursday 23 April

CHRISTCHURCH:  The George, 50 Park Terrace, 7:00 -8:30am

      To RSVP Email: tnsw@tnswnz.co.nz by FRIDAY 18 APRIL

Please state your name, agency, and which function you will be attending.

NB: Breakfast will be provided at the morning functions, lunch at the

afternoon functions and drinks and nibbles at the evening functions

 

WIN a trip for two to Byron Bay

Simply attend the function in your city and hand in

your business card to be in to win the following for 2 adults:

� Return flights for 2 adults to Sydney flying Qantas

� 5 days car hire courtesy of Avis

� 2 Nights accommodation at The Byron at Byron Bay Resort & Spa

� Entry for Crystal Castle

� Sea Kayaking Tour with Cape Byron Kayaks

� 2 Nights accommodation at the Santai Casuarina

� Dinner at Bamboo Restaurant to the value of $100.00

� Two-hour surf lesson at Casuarina Beach, Kingscliff

Also be in with a chance to win various other prizes

         on the night by participating in our quiz!

SYDNEY & NEW SOUTH WALES ROADSHOW    20-23 April 2009

�

            *Main prizes drawn 23/4/2009. Terms and conditions apply.

    Including $100 DUTY FREE vouchers at each function!

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
http://www.mth.co.nz
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
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AUSTRALIA
Social Media Opinion Leaders Visiting Australia
One of the world’s most influential bloggers,
The Sartorialist, will visit Australia this
month as part of a new Tourism Australia
initiative to target social media opinion
leaders.
The Sartorialist, aka Scott Schuman, who
was rated by Time Magazine as one of the
world’s top 100 design influencers and by
The Observer as the 20th most powerful blog
in the world, will visit Australia in April.
His New York-based blog site (http://
thesartorialist.blogspot.com/) currently
receives in excess of 36 million visits per
annum, with many visitors joining in the
conversation.
Mr Schuman has been invited as part of
Tourism Australia’s new push to invite
leading online opinion leaders to experience
Australia. Tourism Australia aims to work
with these key influencers to drive the desire
in others to travel to Australia through
positive word of mouth commentary.

Other opinion leaders visiting the country in
the coming months include: Andy Rouse, a
nature blogger based in the UK, with in
excess of 50,000 hits per month; Lesmads.de,
aka Julia Knolle, based in Germany, who
writes a blog about lifestyle, fashion, design
and photography, and has in excess of
210,000 visits and 830,000 page views per
month; and Yibo FAN or ‘The Colourful
Map’ - one of China’s top travel bloggers.
The opinion leaders program follows a
number of Tourism Australia activities in
digital and social media including a
Facebook page, and activities with MySpace
and Bebo to target working holiday makers.
Tourism Australia’s Facebook page has a
following of well over 200,000 people,
which is growing at a rate of almost 1,000
new fans a day. This month Tourism
Australia has expanded its activities to
integrate Twitter followers’ comments or
suggestions directly into its Facebook page.

Alien vs Predator vs You
Dreamworld on the Gold Coast officially
launched its A$2.5m immersive combat
experience attraction, Alien vs Predator vs
You, at Easter.
Based on the sci-fi movie, AVPX participants
engage in a five-minute battle in a 650sq m
laser arena, fighting to survive encounters in
a temple, a sacrificial chamber and the
deadly Queen Alien Labyrinth.

Pearl Sea
Coastal Cruises
has extended
its 20%
discount offer
on 2009 and
2010 Kimberley
coast cruises
to 30JUN09.

Port Arthur to Showcase at OZTalk
Port Arthur Historic Site will showcase its broad historic
offerings and upcoming special events to travel agents at
the OZTalk Retail Conference.
The former penal colony, one of Australia’s most significant
heritage areas, is Tasmania’s top tourist attraction.
The site’s marketing manager, Andrew Ross, says he is
looking forward to sharing the latest news and attractions
with New Zealand agents and industry representatives at
OZTalk.
“Tasmania has so much to offer but is often overlooked by
New Zealand travellers. The convict history element is
unique, and a real point of difference for Kiwis.”

One of the Gold Coast’s
most popular holiday
resorts, Mantra Sun City,
now offers year round
lifeguard supervision at
its lagoon pool and
waterslides.

Air Adventure Australia’s Lake Eyre Flights
John Dyer of Air Adventure Australia says
that over the past weeks he has been
speaking with stockmen, publicans,
ecologists and pilots from Birdsville to Port
Lincoln to get the best understanding of what
the situation is up at the fast-filling Lake
Eyre.
“I also flew up there myself last week and
can confirm that there was water flowing
through the ‘Warburton Groove’,” he says.
“While at this stage it is not possible to see
water from any of the accessible shorelines,
it is possible to see the water flooding into
the lake from the air and the volume will
increase over the weeks to come.”
Air Adventure Australia is offering a series
of day flights to see the rare sight of Lake
Eyre in flood, with viewing from the air as
well as on the ground.
Flights depart from Essendon Airport,
Melbourne early morning (approx 0730)

Guests fly direct to the lake (approx 2 hrs)
making a low-level scenic orbit of the
Warburton Groove and the northern reaches
providing a spectacular view of the tendril-
like fingers of water sprawling across the salt
crust, and affording a great perspective of the
enormity of it all.
Flights then land in Marree where a local
indigenous guide will transport guests
overland to the very edge of the lake,
explaining the ecology of this harsh
environment along the way (at this stage this
region of the lake will still be dry and salt
crusted, but still a very interesting and
almost alien landscape).
Light breakfast served on board, morning/
afternoon tea and lunch will be provided.
Guests will return to Essendon Airport that
same day (approx 1930)
Click Here to download the flyer with
departure dates, costs and booking form.

New Look for Festival Cairns
This year Festival Cairns – 21AUG-06SEP –
promises to be a reinvigorated, brighter and
bolder event. Its top five highlights will be a
Grand Parade and Tropic Wave Festival with

special guest headliner, Cairns Indigenous
Art Fair (one of the largest regional
indigenous art fairs in Australia), Cairns
Amateurs Racing Carnival, Reggaetown and
Father’s Day favourite, Carnival on Collins.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=437
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New GPS ’Virtual Tour Guides’ Help Kiwis Discover South Aust
A revolutionary new GPS system, the first of
its kind in Australia, is providing self-drive
travellers with ‘virtual tour guides’ to help
them discover South Australia’s 235km
Fleurieu Way.
The GPS package, which plugs into a car’s
cigarette lighter, comes with a companion
brochure and can be hired from selected
visitor information centres.
“The GPS system provides 20 great reasons
why drivers should sample the Fleurieu Way,
pointing out places of interest and providing
insider tips from locals.” says Jane Wilson,

Regional Manager NZ.
Highlighted activities include antique-
hunting in Strathalbyn, cruising to the mouth
of the Murray River or through the bird rich
wilderness of Coorong National Park, riding
the coastal Cockle Train and whale watching
along the Encounter Bay coastline.
The Fleurieu Way, with its 170km of
spectacular coastline, is just an hour’s drive
south of Adelaide. It forms part of the
Melbourne Adelaide Touring Route and is en
route to Kangaroo Island.
A rep from the Fleurieu Peninsula Tourism
Office will attend this week’s OZTalk.South Australian Tourism Commission

SOUTH PACIFIC

New Hilton for Melbourne
The new Hilton Melbourne South Wharf
hotel opens its doors for business on
Thursday.
Located in the city’s evolving South Wharf
district bordering Docklands and Southbank
and directly alongside the new Melbourne
Convention Centre, the hotel is the first

A$1.4 billion precinct.
Rising 20 storeys high, the 396-room Hilton
offers unique views up the Yarra River,
across the city and to the bay, a totally new
perspective of the city.
The menus in its Nuevo37 and Sotano tapas
bar have been developed by Michelin star
chef Ramon Freixa from Barcelona.
www.newmelbourne.com.au

Fiji Situation
The NZ Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Trade
(NZMFAT), in reporting the imposition of
Public Emergency Regulations in Fiji, says
“Currently Fiji is calm but a rapid
deterioration to the situation, including the
potential for civil disorder and violence,
cannot be ruled out. We reiterate our advice
to New Zealanders in Fiji to be security
conscious at all times, avoiding any
demonstrations, large gatherings and areas of
military activity, especially in and around the
capital Suva. New Zealanders in Fiji, or
planning to visit, should monitor New
Zealand media and this website to keep
themselves informed of the security situation
and are strongly encouraged to register/
update their details with the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Trade.”

Romance Me - Fiji
Tourism Fiji is organizing a Romance Me
Workshop and is inviting all Travel
Wedding Specialists to update at a two-hour
programme being staged in Christchurch,
Wellington and Auckland.
“If you sell a lot of Fiji Weddings and want
to know more – this is the ideal Workshop
for you,” says Tourism Fiji’s Sala

Toganivalu.  “Our colleagues from Fiji will
be here to present what’s new about Fiji
Weddings and what they can offer New
Zealanders planning a wedding in Fiji!”
Click the ad on the front page of this
TravelMemo to download the invitation
and RSVP form. Be sure to fax it in before
the 24APR deadline.

major development to officially open in the

More Seats to the Cooks
Cook Islands Tourism has welcomed the
latest news from Air New Zealand regarding
the up-gauging of aircraft type and seat
capacity on the AKL-RAR-AKL route for the
period MAY-OCT09.
Air New Zealand has confirmed it will
upgrade a total of 19 flights from A320
aircraft to B767 (7x) and B777 (12x), for a
total of 2,457 seats on the route.
“Cook Islands Tourism was acutely aware of
seat capacity issues over the AKL-RAR-
AKL route,” says Cook Islands Tourism NZ
Manager, Chris Ingram.
“Following meetings with Air New Zealand,
they have fully agreed and been very
supportive of providing additional seat
capacity to Rarotonga at a time when we are
showing excellent forward booking growth
over the sector,” he adds.
“Our New Zealand visitor numbers continue
to grow and additional seat capacity is the
key to the growth continuing.”

F$1000 Resort Credit
Outrigger on the Lagoon Fiji is giving guests
who stay five nights or more (booked by
30JUN) a resort credit of F$1000* to use at
the resort’s restaurants, bars, paid on-site
activities or on luxurious beauty treatments
at the divine Bebe Day Spa for stays before
15DEC09.
Full details and conditions are available
through all major wholesalers.

Crusoe’s Retreat
Value Packages
Crusoe’s Retreat is offering a Stay 6/Pay 3
Offer plus 6 days meal plan for F$199pp for
sales and travel to 30JUN09. That means six
nights accommodation, return transfers and
all meals for less than $700pp plus the best
airfare.
The newly refurbished Deluxe Seaside Bures
are also available on this special offer, giving
an accommodation and meals package of less
than NZ$900pp.
The Meal Plan includes full cooked
breakfast, two-course lunch, two-course or
buffet dinner.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
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ASIA

New Flights to Taunovo Bay
Resort & Spa
Taunovo Bay Resort & Spa now has
scheduled daily flights direct from Nadi. Air
Pacific offers a daily flight (0645-0710) to
Taunovo Bay-Pacific Harbour (PHR), and
these flights are available in the GDS and
can be booked as a ‘through fare’ assuring
your clients seamless transfers to the resort
on a daily basis. The return PHR/NAN flight,
FJ30, operates 1710-1730 daily. One-way
airfares from F$159pp.
Alternatively, for clients needing additional
flexibility, the resort also offers seamless
independent air transfers on demand during
daylight hours. Email
reservations@taunovobay.com

Happy New Year
April is the time for the traditional New Year
water festivals in the four Buddhist countries
of the Greater Mekong region - Thailand,
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia - and
everyone’s on holiday.
Songkran in Thailand is on right now 13-
15APR and the Laos New Year (called Boun
Pimai), is celebrated from 14-16APR, while
in Myanmar, Thingyan begins on 12APR and
lasts until 21APR. The Cambodian New

Special Asia Fares from Cathay
Cathay Pacific has released special fares to
Hong Kong, India and other Asian
destinations, which range from $1109 to
Manila, $1129 to Hong Kong and $1719 to
Mumbai.  These fares are for return economy
class travel out of AKL, and include all
Government and airport taxes and charges.
On sale to 21APR09, they are available for
most destinations between 01MAY and
31AUG09, however, travel is not permitted
from Hong Kong to Auckland between 01-
31JUL09.

Jetstar is to add a third daily A320
Singapore-Bangkok return service
from 01OCT09.

Chaos in Bangkok Again
A state of emergency has been imposed in
Bangkok for the third time in eight months
after red shirted pro-Thaksin mobs forced the
abandonment of the East Asia summit in
Pattaya during the weekend and later
attacked PM Abhisit’s convoy in the capital.
Ex-PM Thaksin is calling for an overthrow
of the present government and Thai army,
navy and air force troops have been deployed
to ensure the security of the Royal Palace
compound, public buildings, junctions and
transport hubs at 50 spots in Bangkok.
Four prime ministers in the last 15 months
have failed to resolve Thailand’s deep
political rift which pits the military and
business elite against a rural majority loyal
to Thaksin.

a risk that protest activity might intensify
in response to the emergency decree. We
therefore reiterate our advice to New
Zealanders to avoid all political rallies,
protests and demonstrations as the
possibility of violence cannot be ruled out.
Although tourists have not been targeted
by protestors, the potential remains for
them to be caught up in violence directed
at others. We recommend that you comply
with any restrictions and instructions
issued by the local authorities, monitor
events closely and remain vigilant as the
security situation could change quickly. If
you are in an area affected by
demonstrations or violence, you should
find a safe location, remain indoors and
heed any local advice.”NZMFAT, in its latest update, says “There is

Year, known as Chaul Chnam Thmey, runs
14-16APR.
The water festivals are believed to wash
away sins and to welcome the New Year.
Although restaurants and tourist attractions
remain open, just like for our New Year,
major businesses are closed. Active Asia
advises agents that any new bookings
generated during this time may be delayed
and they ask for your patience.

Third Bangkok Airways Flight to Phnom Penh
Bangkok Airways has launched its third daily
flight, in the early afternoon, between
Bangkok and Phnom Penh. The new flight
coincides with a change of aircraft type to a
two-class Airbus A319 featuring PG’s new
business class, ‘Blue Ribbon Class’, on all
flights servicing this route.

The A319 is configured with 12 Business
Class and 108 Economy Class seats. Blue
Ribbon Class pax have an exclusive check-in
counter, 40kg baggage allowance, Blue
Ribbon Class lounge access, priority
boarding, priority baggage claim, and fast
track immigration service.

Asia’s Best Spas Announced
A total of 28 spas and wellness centers
have been honoured at the Asia Spa &
Wellness Festival Gold Awards night
last week at the Landmark Hotel,
Bangkok.
Announced in conjunction with of the
Asia Spa & Wellness Festival 2009, the
winners were selected from a pool of
212 nominations, and were judged by a
panel of independent judges comprising
spa personalities, travel writers and tour
planners.
The process took over two months, and
involved mystery visits and spa audits.
In deciding the winner, the judges took
into consideration both the ‘hardware’
component – ambience, design and
equipment, and ‘software’ component –
therapist skills and qualifications,
treatment menus, and service quality.
Among the big winners of the night was
the Hyatt group, which took home four
awards including the Best Spa Group.
China, home to the largest number of
spas in Asia, took five awards while
Thailand and Singapore tied in second
place with four winners each. Other
winners are from Malaysia, India,
Philippines, Macau, Indonesia, Japan,
Vietnam, Cambodia and Bhutan.
Click Here for the winner details.  

TO GET YOUR OWN FREE SUBSCRIPTION

 visit   www.travelmemo.co.nz

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
http://www.asiaspafestival.com/winner.php
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
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TOURISM AUTHORITY OF THAILAND IS REPRESENTED

IN NEW ZEALAND BY FRANCIS TRAVEL MARKETING

DX: CX10152,  Tel 09-444-2298,

enquiries@francistravelmarketing.co.nz

www.thailand.net.au

Our website  makes it so easy to sell Thailand

and to answer all your clients’ questions

Festivals

in Thailand

They come in many guises  - religious, reflecting the deep-seated
Thai devotion to Buddhism and commemorating major events in
the life of the Buddha; royal, honouring Their Majesties the King
and Queen and their royal ancestry; and agricultural, seeking
good fortune in the planting and harvesting of rice, such as the
Ploughing Ceremony or Rocket Festival.

A look at any calendar of festivals in Thailand will show it is

packed with all manner of events, from the local to the national,

celebrating important occasions relating to the kingdom’s great

cultural heritage, history, religious and traditional beliefs.

Visitors are welcome to watch and even participate, especially in
the boisterous social gatherings that inevitably follow these
festivals. International travellers enjoy such interactive cultural
events like the Ghost Festival (Phi Ta Khon) in Loei, the Vegetarian
Festival in Phuket or the Elephant Round-up in Surin.

Among the biggest and most widely celebrated festivals are
Songkran – 13-15APR - which marks the transition from old to new,
with lots of spring cleaning and wearing new clothes. It is a time of
homecoming, when Thai families gather together to celebrate the
Thai New Year, to honour the elderly, to participate in Buddhist
rituals and to splash watery blessings on each other. After a
parade of Buddha images, the water throwing begins!

Another is Loi Krathong, the alluring festival of
lights that so delights tourists. Held on the full
moon of the 12th lunar month, usually in
November, the festival sees Thais floating (loi) tiny
banana leaf offerings (krathong) on waterways,
lakes and ponds all over the kingdom to ask
forgiveness from the goddess of water for

polluting her waterways. Traditionally the krathong are made in
the shape of a lotus flower, containing lighted candles, joss sticks
and some coins.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
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Fly to South East Asia’s

top destinations from

Level 10, 120 Albert St

PO Box 6247 Wellesley St, AUCKLAND

PH: 0 969 7600   FX: 9 969 7619

bangkokair@airlinemarketing.co.nz

CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD

LATEST ROUTE MAP

US$55

Discovery Airpass

Airline Marketing (NZ) Ltd

Level 10, 120 Albert St
PO Box 6247, Wellesley St.

AUCKLAND  - DX CP23523

PH: 09 969 7600  FX: 09 969 7474

bangkokair@airlinemarketing.co.nz

**Please note** some routes may operate on a seasonal basis only

Singapore

Myanmar

Laos

China

V
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sia

Phuket

Phnom Penh

Bangkok

Chiang Mai

Xi’an

Utapao
(Pattaya)

Trat

Krabi

Guilin

Thailand

Yangon

Hanoi
Luang Prabang

Kunming

Koh Samui

Hong Kong

Kuala Lumpur

Fares 
Levels apply per sector & exclude all 

taxes, surcharges & service fees

R
o

u
te

 N
e

tw
o

rk

Indian Ocean

Maldives

Male

Japan

Hiroshima

Sea of Japan

Bangkok Airways Airport

Capital City

Serviced by PG/FT &/or QV

Serviced by QV only

Lao Airlines (QV) onlyPG and FT/QV
Travel in one direction only

Bangkok Airways (PG) only
Siem Reap Airways (FT) only

Current Route not valid for Airpass

Direct flights between BKK- HIJ v.v.

are NOT PERMITTED on the Airpass

Xieng Khouang

Ho Chi Minh City

Luang Namtha

Macau

Cambodia
Siem Reap (Angkor)

Sukhothai

Oudomxay

Houeisay

Tokyo

Beijing

New Delhi

India

Indian Ocean

Route expected to 
commence March 2009

Savannakhet

Udon Thani

Pakse

Vientiane

• BKK- XIY / MLE / DEL v.v.

• USM– BKK/CNX, PKZ- VTE/LPQ

• Exceptions apply (see below)

• Exceptions apply (see below)

India’s Golden Triangle from $1041
Adventure World has included an
overnight at the 16th Century Samode
Palace on its popular 5-night Golden
Triangle tour.  This tour captures the
grandeur of India as travellers explore the
sights of Delhi, Agra, Jaipur and Samode
over 6 days. Five nights priced from
$1041pp share twin.
Travel to 15SEP09, for sale until
15AUG09.
Call Adventure World on 09-539 8103.

Mekong & Cambodia Famil
Active Asia has an educational in
conjunction with Singapore Airlines
to experience the Mekong Delta in
Vietnam and to travel by boat up the
Mekong to see the Angkor Temples
of Cambodia. Including a stop in
Singapore, the educational, priced at
$890pp, is open to all agents.
Click Here to download the details,
and register at www.activeasia.co.nz/
agents

Vietnam Religious Tours
Vietnam has Asia’s second
largest Roman Catholic
community and Vietnamese
tour operator Lac Hong
Voyages is promoting two
itineraries geared to visits
by the faithful.
The Holy Land tour, from
Ho Chi Minh City to Vung
Tau and the Cu Chi
Tunnels, takes in all the
usual key sights and also the former
Saigon’s Notre Dame Cathedral. The
tour continues to Vung Tau where there
is a visit to the shrine at Fatima Binh
Trieu Cathedral, where an image of the

Virgin Mary appeared some
90 years ago. The tour also
visits the massive Christ of
Vung Tau statue. Click Here
to download the itinerary.
The Miracle Tour, from Ho
Chi Minh City to Hue and La
Vang, also includes a visit to
Notre Dame Cathedral and to
the shrine at Fatima Binh
Trieu Cathedral in Vung Tau,

as well as a visit to La Vang Basilica
and the shrine of Our Lady of La Vang,
the central and national shrine of
Vietnam. Click Here to download the
itinerary for this tour.

US$900m Tourism Push by Taiwan
Taiwan has unveiled a plan to spend
almost US$900 million on a bid to
attract more tourists to the island over
the next four years.
The draft plan will see 30 billion
Taiwan dollars poured into various
projects including updating popular

sightseeing spots and promotion at
home and abroad.
It will also go into renovating hotels
and training tourism personnel.
Taipei says the package will boost
foreign tourist arrivals to 5.5 million in
2012, from this year’s 4.1m target.

THE AMERICAS
The U.S. Travel Association
(formerly the Travel Industry
Association) has expressed deep
concern about newly released
Dept of Commerce data showing
that overseas arrivals to the U.S.
plummeted nearly 8% in JAN09.
The organisation has called upon
Congress and the Administration
to create a nationally coordinated
travel promotion program to
compete for overseas visitors.

Savings on
Cross-Country USA
TrekAmerica, the 18 to 38’s
specialist, is offering a 10% saving
on its 21-day Northern Trail tour ex
New York (27MAY09 departure
only), advises Adventure World.
The trip is now priced from $3524
(was $3916) plus food kitty.
Spend 16 nights camping and 4
nights in hotels/hostels as the tour
makes it way cross-country from
New York to Los Angeles.
Travel via Finger Lakes, Niagara
Falls, Ohio, Chicago, Minnesota,
South Dakota, Badlands National
Park, Sioux Indian Lands,
Yellowstone National Park,
Jackson,  Idaho/Nevada, Lake
Tahoe, Yosemite National Park, San
Francisco, Monterey and the Pacific
Coast.
Call Adventure World on 09-539
8102.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=412
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=438
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=439
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=440
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
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LAN Ecuador has commenced domestic
operations between Guayaquil and Quito,
the country’s largest cities.
LAN Ecuador now offers 7 daily flights
between the cities and will subsequently
add the city of Cuenca and the Galapagos
Islands to its schedule.
LAN Ecuador operates an A318 fleet, with
seating for 126 pax, on domestic routes.

  Galapagos Islands Fly Free
Adventure World can save your clients up to
$752pp with free return flights from Quito or
Guayaquil to the Galapagos Islands, plus
they also receive two free nights
accommodation in Quito.
Simply book a 3, 4 or 7 night Galapagos
Islands cruise aboard the M/V Santa Cruz or
M/Y La Pinta for travel 16APR to 30JUN09.
A three-night cruise aboard the M/V Santa
Cruz starts from $2939pp share twin.
For details call 09-539 8100.

MID EAST / AFRICA

United Airlines says it will complete
its transition to a cashless cabin on
its North American flights (except
for United Express ops), on 20APR.
UA began accepting credit cards for
onboard purchases on 23MAR.

Emirates Spreads Wings
to Angola
Emirates is to start flights to Luanda, Angola,
its 17th African destination, on 02AUG, with
a 3pw frequency, using A330-200s.
The flights will help support the African
nation’s oil-led boom, the emerging tourism
market and the thousands of migrant
workers, many of whom are from China.
Emirates services from New Zealand to
Dubai will connect with the Dubai-Luanda
flights.

Concorde Could be Deserted
As The Times of London puts it, there is
some corner of a foreign desert that is for
ever England. Dubai already has the Queen
Elizabeth 2, the world’s fastest cruise ship,
and now it is bidding for Concorde, the
fastest airliner.
Last week’s 40th anniversary celebrations
for the supersonic airliner were reportedly
overshadowed for many Concorde
enthusiasts by the disclosure that British
Airways may betray a promise to put a
Concorde on public display at Heathrow
and instead cut it into pieces and ship it to
the Gulf.
The Times says a Dubai-based consortium,
advised by former BA Concorde crew, is
planning to turn the aircraft into a tourist
attraction, possibly on one of the manmade
palm-shaped islands. It would be jointly
marketed with the QE2, which was sold to
Dubai last year to become a floating hotel.

EUROPE

Oman’s Ambitious Goal
The Oman Ministry of Tourism has set its
sights on attracting 12 million visitors by the
year 2020.
The ministry’s vision follows on from a
strong 2008 visitor arrival performance
which saw three million-plus international
travellers enter the Sultanate.
Its aspirations have been heavily supported
by both the Oman government and private
sector which have invested heavily in several
major tourism projects across the destination
valued at more than US$10 billion.
Sultanate of Oman Tourism Director
Australia/New Zealand Mona Tannous said
one of the principle projects now underway
was a major upgrade and expansion of the

Sultanate’s principal air gateway, Muscat
International Airport.
Several massive tourism projects are also
now well underway, most of which will be
completed within the next five years.
These include ten integrated resort-style
developments under construction in various
parts of the country plus a 6000-seat
Convention Centre being built close to
Muscat International Airport.
Work is also nearing completion on the
venue for 2010 Asian Beach Games which
will take place at near Muscat in December.
Following the event the games complex is
intended to be used as a major resort
complex.

Walking Spain’s Vineyards and Villages
Your clients can discover the ‘real’ Spain in
the Upper Rioja region, which offers first
class walking for people who enjoy long-
ranging views without too much effort.
There’s a 7-day independent Headwater
walking holiday offering a mix of hidden
villages, farming hamlets, vineyards, rolling
hills and limestone peaks. Along the way
discover castles and churches steeped in
history. Accommodation ranges from a
restored 4-star monastery, to a luxury
country home and an aristocratic riverside
hotel.
Trip is priced from $2374pp share twin and
excludes transfers from Bilbao.
Call Adventure World on 09-539 8102.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
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Hyatt’s frequent stay program, which is free to join.

There are three levels: Gold, Platinum & Diamond.

Earn points for every eligible dollar spent at Hyatt, which can

be redeemed for free nights or flights with partner airlines.

See www.hyatt.com for further information.

Represented in New Zealand by Discover the World Marketing
T : 09-623 4293  DX : EP82525  E : info@discovertheworld.co.nz

Hyatt Hotels & Resorts
North America & The Caribbean

 Top Supporting Agency in N.Z.
for Hyatt  Nth America Each Month

Wins Six Bottles of Wine�

Castles, Wig Wams and The Ducket
North East England, which is home to the
largest number of castles in England,
offers an extensive number of castle stay
accommodation options.
The 14th century Langley Castle,
regarded as one of England’s four
medieval castle hotels, offers four-star
accommodation in luxurious guest rooms
with private facilities, some featuring
four-poster beds, sauna and spa baths.
Lumley Castle offers breathtaking views
of the County Durham landscape and its
73 individually decorated rooms offer
choices from Courtyard and Castle rooms
to executive bedrooms and the King
James Suite with its 20ft four-poster, an
en-suite bathroom and Jacuzzi.

The 12th century Chillingham Castle
(above), 20 mins from the seaside, is a
true medieval fortress filled with a rich
history, being one of the base-camps for
the 1298 conquest against William
Wallace by King Edward I. Unlike the
other castles, Chillingham offers self-
catering accommodation in its historic
Coaching Rooms, each with its own
period features.

At the heart of Durham City, The Fallen
Angel offers 10 themed rooms in a
Grade II listed townhouse and garden
apartments. The Fallen Angel is a
mixture of the old-world charm of world
heritage listed sites but with the 21st
century comfort of hot tubs, saunas, its
own gold Rolls Royce, a huge cinema
screen and popcorn machine.

The Ducket, an 18th Century dovecote,
(above) is located at Outchester near
Bamburgh in Northumberland. The five-
star property is split over five floors and
is accessed by a hand crafted wrought
iron and spiral staircase.  Throughout,
original features are carefully combined
with 21st century features such as WiFi
and underground source heating.
For those who like the great outdoors,
the Pot-A-Doodle-Do Wigwam Village
at Scremerston, Northumberland features
wooden Wigwams that can comfortably
sleep five people. They have insulation
and electricity, plus outdoor fires.
www.northeastengland.com.au

TOURS
Tauck Expands Single
Traveller Program for 2009
Tauck is coming to the aid of solo
travellers, says Adventure World, and
is expanding its annual single traveller
program for 2009, either waiving or
dramatically reducing the single
supplement on 106 departures of 22
land and cruise itineraries in Europe
and North America.
Nearly a quarter of the itineraries in
the program have had their supplement
waived entirely, and the average
supplement reduction is 70%. This
translates into savings as high as
US$3000, with an average saving of
US$1276.
Itineraries
in Tauck’s
single
program
include
five
European
river
cruises
and five
Tauck At
Sea small-
ship ocean cruises, including four
Mediterranean voyages.  Land
itineraries include five European
journeys in Tauck’s popular ‘A Week
In’ collection, and seven trips in the
United States and Canada.
Call Adventure World, the NZ GSA for
Tauck World Discovery, on 09-539
8102 for details.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
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AVIATION
More Premium Economy Seats on Air NZ

Air New Zealand is doubling the number of
Pacific Premium Economy seats available on
its 777-200ER fleet, with the first of eight
aircraft re-entering service this week after a
26-36-242 reconfiguration.
All aircraft will be completed mid-June, with
the number of seats in the cabin increasing
from 18 to 36, adding 72,000 Pacific
Premium Economy seats annually to the
long-haul network.
“Pacific Premium Economy has been hugely
popular since its introduction in 2005,” says

Air New Zealand Group General Manager
Long Haul Airline Ed Sims.
Pacific Premium Economy has just been
nominated for Conde Nast Traveller’s annual
Best Innovation and Design Award. In the
words of judge and top UK travel writer
Simon Calder: “…Air New Zealand shows
kindness to the masses with its premium
economy class, which is ‘business-light
rather than economy-plus.”
Air New Zealand is further enhancing the
Pacific Premium Economy experience by
introducing more legroom with seat pitch
increased to 41 inches (from 38 inches) and a
new self-service bar area for customers
travelling in premium cabins.
Customers will continue to enjoy nine inches
of seat recline and business class style food
and beverage service and amenities.
It is the third Pacific Premium Economy
capacity increase in two years, with Air New
Zealand twice increasing the number of seats
available on its Boeing 747-400 aircraft, now
up to 39 Pacific Premium Economy seats.

No More Elbow Jostling
A design that allows airline passengers to share a single armrest
without touching could be the solution to mid-flight elbow jostling.
The “Paperclip Armrest Concept” is a double-levelled armrest
created by Hong Kong-based designer James Lee, a Cathay Pacific
management trainee.
The solution to the problem is described as “a transversely offset,
double-level armrest” that allowed “two adjacent passengers to rest
their arms on the armrest simultaneously, without bumping into
each other, as if being given a few inches of extra width”.
It is yet to be patented so will not be seen on airplanes for some
time.

Sydney Morning Herald columnist
Elizabeth Knight says industry chat has it
that Qantas is set to make an
announcement today that will include yet
another round of job cuts, the axing of yet
more capacity and the sale of two aircraft.

A New Revenue Stream
How long before this one gets copied? Luton
will become the first airport in Britain to
start charging motorists to leave airline
passengers in a “kiss and drop” zone outside
its main terminal.
All drivers, including taxis, will have to pay
one pound for spending up to 10 minutes in
the airport’s drop-off zone. Drivers wanting
to avoid paying the new charge will have to
drop passengers in the airport’s car parks,
which are free and a two-minute bus drive
away from the terminal.
Luton has also introduced a range of other
charges for baggage trolleys, jumping
security queues and the mandatory plastic
bags required to carry small amounts of
liquids on board as hand luggage.

Continental Airlines has been okayed by
the US Department of Transportation to
join the Star Alliance. Reuters says the
DoT will give CO tentative antitrust
immunity for its participation in the
alliance. The airline also received approval
for its transatlantic joint venture with Air
Canada, Lufthansa and United Airlines.

Turkish Airlines has reportedly achieved
a net profit of US$874 million in 2008,
which would represent a nearly
fourfold increase from the US$224
million reported in 2007.

$208m Spend at CHC
Christchurch International Airport aims to
have most of the work on its new $208
million domestic terminal redevelopment
completed in time for Rugby World Cup
2011.
Dubbed “one of the largest” construction
projects the South Island has ever seen, the
first major stage, a new domestic and
international check in hall on the ground
floor with a retail and dining precinct on the
first floor, would be operational by January
of that year.
The airport management says that, from
there, they will start demolishing the existing
domestic terminal, and constructing the
balance of the new terminal, with completion
in mid 2012.
According to The Press, the plan calls for
large enclosed walkways during construction
that would allow an access path between the
new and existing parts of the terminal, to
cater to the peak passenger demands
expected during the Rugby World Cup in
2011.
The airport is reportedly planning a special
staging project to welcome visitors to the
cup, during a period when some work was
still being completed.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
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Boeing has revealed that monthly B777
production will decrease from seven
aircraft to five beginning in June 2010 and
that previous plans to increase B747-8 and
B767 production have been suspended.

Qatar Airways is reported to be dropping
the two onboard lounges on its A340-600s
in favour of 44 more economy class seats.
The airline says the lounges weren’t being
used enough to warrant keeping them.
Another reason may be the industry-wide
slide in first and business class demand.

RAIL TRAVEL

Hawaiian Airlines has announced the
addition of a third weekly roundtrip flight
for the period 16JUN-18AUG09 between
Honolulu and Pago Pago, American Samoa
to address the increased demand in
seasonal traffic by its customers.

CRUISING

Eurostar to get
Pininfarina Treatment
Eurostar has awarded the design contract for
the interior refurbishment of its fleet to the
Italian design consultancy Pininfarina.
Best known for its work in the car industry,
with prestige marques such as Ferrari and
Maserati as well as volume manufacturers
including Peugeot, Alfa Romeo, Ford and
Volvo, the company is also developing the
revolutionary, electric Pininfarina BlueCar.
Pininfarina will be responsible for the full
interior design including styling and
engineering, and the exterior livery. The 28
trains in the Eurostar fleet will be fitted out
by SNCF, and the first ones are due in
service in 2012.

Vanuatu Special
Book an Island Escape Vanuatu Cruise for this season by 30APR09 along
with international air, and your clients will get their domestic flights from
Vila to Santo and return at no extra cost – a saving of around NZ$300pp.

Island Escape Incentive
Island Escape Cruises, which has been
operating cruises in the Hauraki Gulf for
some time now, is expanding its product
range with cruises in Vanuatu during each
NZ winter MAY-OCT.
The ship will return to NZ for our summer
season and operate in the Marlborough
Sounds in NOV/DEC09 and on the Hauraki
Gulf DEC09-MAR10.
As an incentive offer, retail travel partners
who sell ten bookings on any of the Island
Escape Cruises products (Hauraki Gulf,
Marlborough Sounds or Vanuatu), booked by
30SEP09 for travel at any time, will receive
a three-night Marlborough Sounds Cruise for

themselves and partner, valued at between
NZ$3600 - $4500, including all meals and
shore excursions.
The agent would need to avail themselves of
the incentive prize when the vessel is back in
Marlborough in NOV/DEC09.
Simply record the ten confirmed/deposited
bookings on the special form and fax it to
Hogan & Associates on 01OCT09.
The ten cruises can be booked by one
individual consultant from your office or you
may choose to just book ten cruises from
your office and then do a lucky draw among
your consultants.
Click Here to download the form.

Cook Islands Attractive

to Cruise Lines
Sam Crocombe, the chair of the Cook Islands
Ports Authority and a local tour operator, led
a small sales team to the recent Cruise Trade
Expo in Miami, Florida.
He told the Cook Islands Herald on his
return that cruise ship operators are looking
for new destinations in the South Pacific for
travellers and are very keen to include the
Cook Islands on their itineraries, however the
lack of proper port facilities is a major
constraint.
When he mentioned the port at Avatiu would
be open in 2012 with a proposed optional
landing at Arorangi, immense interest was
shown by cruise ship owners.
Mr Crocombe told the paper that feedback he
received from cruise operators was that there
be moorings fixed outside the reef where
ships could be positioned so they did not
need to use extra fuel in countering the drift
caused by tides.
Also, they suggested the Cooks build its own
150 to 200-passenger tenders for transporting
visitors rather than have the ships use their
own. Ships don’t like using their tenders
because of the cost and maintenance.
CI Herald quotes Mr Crocombe as saying he
hopes government will support the proposal
for an alternative cruise passenger landing at
Arorangi opposite Aroa Nui Hall. This
initiative is a joint one between Ports
Authority and Tourism Corp and is projected
to cost in the region of $1.5 million. The
location had been recommended by cruise
ship captains as the best alternative when
Avatiu is experiencing adverse weather
conditions.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
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JUST CRUISING ....

Alaska  Cruises   from $349*

Alaska Cruise Tours   from US$949*

Coastal & Pac NW Cruises   from US$59*

Europe Cruises   from US$999*

Canada & New England Cruises   from US$599*

Tel: 09-444 2298

Fax:09-442 4228

CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITE* plus applicable fuel supplement

THIS WEEK’S 5-DAY FLASH SPECIALSCarnival Dream
12-night Grand Mediterranean Cruise

Rome - Naples - Dubrovnik - Venice - Messina - Barcelona - Monaco - Livorno - Rome

Departing
21 September 2009

    Lead-in Cabin

from NZ$2774pp share twin

  Outside Stateroom

from NZ$3357pp share twin

  Balcony Stateroom

from NZ$4024pp share twin

CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS

According to the Anchorage Daily News,

the cuts by various cruise lines in their

Alaska schedule will add up to 100,000

fewer passengers in Alaska in 2010.

Among the reasons for the cutback -

Alaska is an expensive place for cruise

lines to operate their ships.

That’s caused by taxes and fees like the

US$50 head tax on cruise visitors, the high

cost of complying with strict

environmental rules and the fines that

ships incur if they fail to comply.

Cruise from Japan to Vietnam
Cruise West has an early booking saving on
the 19-day Grand Asia small ship cruise from
Kobe in Japan to Hanoi in Vietnam for
departures in 2009, says Adventure World.
Travellers can save US$400 if they book and
pay in full by 08MAY09.
Call Adventure World on 09-539 8103.

Cruise Mexico or
Costa Rica?
Adventure World says now
is the time to book your
clients on an 8-day Cruise
West small ship cruise
exploring Mexico’s Sea of
Cortez because, if they
book and pay in full by
22MAY09, they can save
US$175 on DEC09
departures.
Cruise Costa Rica and
Panama on Cruise West
between OCT and DEC09
and they can save US$175
if booked and paid in full
by 22MAY09.
For more information call
AW on 09-539 8100.

ACCOMMODATIONPrincess Academy
reaches Major
Milestone
Princess Cruises’ Princess
Academy reached a milestone
last week, with more than 1000
travel agents participating in the
online training program.
1091 travel consultants have
now registered for the Academy
with 308 already reaching the
highest rank currently available,
Captain, representing 18 hours
of training. A further 98 have
completed the second rank, Staff
Captain.
The final module has been
released, and will be followed by
the final exam, allowing agents
to complete the entire program
and graduate as a Commodore.

Lodge sets a High Standard in Wanaka
Maple Lodge is the
only accommodation in
Wanaka to be awarded
both Qualmark’s 5 star
grading and its Enviro-
Gold rating,
recognizing its
commitment to
sustainable practices
and for being an

exceptional accommodation provider.
Paul and Berny Raymont, owners of Maple Lodge, say the Enviro-Gold
rating recognises the luxury boutique lodge’s commitment to the
environment which started at the initial planning stages of building the
lodge.
Maple Lodge is a seven-room boutique accommodation lodge set in a
private 7-acre maple tree plantation on the outskirts of Wanaka, and the
purpose-built lodge offers unobtrusive luxury. It is popular with
independent travellers, small corporate and incentive groups, intimate
weddings and couples seeking a romantic weekend getaway.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://francistravelmarketing.cruisefactory.net/pdf/180019/Carnival%20Dream%20Europe%202009.pdf
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
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Auckland’s First Relais & Chateaux Hotel
The Paris-based association
Relais & Chateaux, having
assessed 100 possible new
candidates, has announced
its 25 newest members
worldwide, one of which is
in New Zealand.
Mollies boutique hotel in
Auckland’s St Mary’s Bay
becomes the sixth Relais &
Chateaux property in the
country, and one of the few
worldwide in a city location.
The association’s regional
representative, Anthony
Knox, in town from Sydney
for the announcement, says
most member hotels are
located in country areas.
He brought with him the 2009
version of the Guide Relais &
Chateaux, which contains just
480 hotels and restaurants
worldwide, and in which
Mollies is now listed.
“None of our hotels is the
same,” says Mr Knox. “The
aim is to provide a unique
experience for our guests.”
Back when Relais &
Chateaux was founded 55
years ago, the idea was to
create “Routes de Bonheur”
along which travellers would
tour in their Citroens, staying
each night in a relais (or post
house) or chateau.
“We’re trying to recreate that
in markets around the world,

and with six such hotels in
New Zealand that concept is
easier to sell,” he adds.
Mollies meets the Relais &
Chateaux code of the five c’s
– courtesy, charm, character,
calm and cuisine – and has a
“high c” of its own, with its
unique operatic and live
musical soirees that form the
aperitif to each evening’s fine
dining in Mollies restaurant.
This feature makes Mollies
“unique in the world”, in the
eyes of Relais & Chateaux.
The other New Zealand
properties in the association
are Kauri Cliffs in Northland,
The Farm at Cape
Kidnappers, Otahuna Lodge
outside Christchurch, Whare
Kea Lodge & Chalet near
Wanaka, and Corstorphine
House in Dunedin.

Anthony Knox with
Mollies GM Joanna
Bourke.
Pic : Trevor Coppock

June was a Smarty
The winner of the best guess at the Mirvac Hotels &
Resorts stand at last week’s successful Convene
2009 trade show at SKYCITY Convention Centre
was June Westenra.  June won “a relaxing weekend
for two at Quay West Suites Auckland in a spacious
Superior One Bedroom High Floor Suite that feature
fantastic views of the Waitemata Harbour and
Auckland from your private balcony. A leisurely full
breakfast for two will await you each morning - plus
a complimentary car park and a 1pm late check out
are offered for added convenience ... plus two
luxurious Quay West bathrobes to take home to
remind you of this fabulous weekend escape.”
Hers was the closest estimate of the number of
Smarties packets in the Mirvac jar. She said 49, just
one more than the actual count.

INDUSTRY
A Comic Reminder from Lufthansa
LH reminds its eXperts members that they’re invited
to a night of top class comedy with 2007 NZ Best
Male Comedian, 2008 Billy T Awards Finalist and
2009 NZ Comedy Festival performer – Simon
McKinney.
AKL - Sky City Metro, Thu 23APR at 5.45pm
Flight Capacity: 250 agents
WLG - Paramount Theatres, Courtenay Place, Wed
06MAY at 5:45pm
Flight Capacity: 200 agents
CHC - Rialto Cinema, cnr Moorhouse & Durham,
Mon 18MAY at 5:45pm
Flight Capacity: 130 agents
The Flight Duration is 1 hr 45 mins and there are no
speeches or presentations, just lots of laughs and
prizes for Agents.
Log onto the eXperts website and complete the
registration page, but be quick.

Michele Ravlich (Accent on Travel); Anne Burke & Sue Finlayson
(Business World Travel); Kelly Showler (Accent on Travel); Jan Millner
(Business World Travel)

The final in a series of World Journeys & Singapore Airlines
“Villas & Vineyards” agent training evenings was held in Auckland
last Tuesday night.  The venue was Big Picture Wine, a café and
visitor attraction at the Auckland Seafood Market.  Seventy agents
enjoyed the unique venue with its Aroma Room and Theatre.  A
wine tasting preceded presentation of a selection of unique World
Journeys product for the discerning traveller including Six Senses
Resorts & Spas, Orient-Express Hotels, Cooking Schools in Italy,
Knight Inlet Lodge in Canada, and the new &Beyond lodges in
India.

Unique Product Showcase

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285

