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HELEN CAMBELL
Tel: 09 966 2549 DDI
staff@topdog.co.nz

Canine Life rules:
When you are happy, dance

Travel Recruitment Specialist

www.topdog.co.nz
CLICK HERE

Check out our website
for available roles

The Finest Range
in Noosa

Accommodation

Ph: 09 -  444 2298

CLICK
HERE

Represented in New Zealand by Discover the World Marketing
T : 09-623 4293  DX : EP82525  E : info@discovertheworld.co.nz

Hyatt Hotels & Resorts
North America & The Caribbean

Hyatt Regency Hotels feature classic, contemporary design and

unparalleled business accommodation in leading business and

group destinations. They offer extensive meeting facilities,

innovative guestroom designs, fully-equipped fitness centres,

exceptional restaurants and bars, and Regency Clubs.

H  O  T  E  L  S

STYLISH.   THOUGHTFUL.   SAVVY.

 Top Supporting Agency in N.Z.
for Hyatt  Nth America Each Month

Wins Six Bottles of Wine�

and wag your entire body!

Click Here

Aachen House
A Boutique Hotel

New
on our

Website

Timeless Elegance
in Auckland

TO GET YOUR OWN FREE SUBSCRIPTION

 visit   www.travelmemo.co.nz

Lunch Break Rule
Threatens Regional Flights

Air New Zealand says it will be forced to cancel 25 regional
services each week because of new legislation requiring Air
Traffic Controllers to take a scheduled lunch break.
The changes to the Employment Relations Act come into
effect tomorrow.
Air NZ shorthaul boss Bruce Parton says in the past,
controllers have worked flexibly but under the new rules, the
Civil Aviation Authority will be forced to close five towers
each day for up to 45 minutes while workers take set breaks.
He says Napier, Gisborne, New Plymouth, Rotorua and
Invercargill airports will be affected and customers will face
disruption and reduced frequency as Air New Zealand is
forced to remove approximately 2500 seats each week from
regional capacity.
Calling the situation farcical, Mr Parton says “We have been
working hard to avoid redundancies across the business
where possible, and it is disappointing that this action will
put jobs at risk at two of Air New Zealand’s regional airlines
- Air Nelson and Eagle Air.”
Mr Parton says the effect of these cancellations on pilot and
cabin crew job numbers is currently being assessed. The
airline also stands to lose up to $3 million in revenue.

http://www.topdog.co.nz
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=423
http://www.nzonline.org.nz/aachenhouseboutiquehotelauckland.htm
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Order your 2009 Ski Brochure crammed with
 fantastic deals and Earlybird Savings from Brochurenet.

www.brochurenet.co.nz

Domestic
Bliss with

Reservations on 0800-269 276 or 03-379 5586
ANZCRO - for all your Domestic Needs!!

ANZCRO’s new Winter Brochure
is now available
from Brochurenet

�

�

�

�

�

�

Book early to
take advantage

of our great
range of deals

and bonus offers

Commissionable Ski Passes, Transfers and
Equipment for all Major Ski Fields in NZ.

Fantastic Earlybird & Stay / Pay Deals on
accommodation.

Discounted Winter Car Rental & Sightseeing.

No Compulsory Packages, products can be sold
individually.

Fast, efficient reservations system and
documentation.

Remember, ANZCRO offer you the largest range
of NZ Product available through one source.

Dunedin Talks of Extending Runway
Dunedin International Airport has reportedly been talking
with “several” long-haul budget carriers about flying into
Dunedin. The airport chief executive John McCall told the
Otago Daily Times that the company sees investing in a $20
million, 500-metre runway extension as being essential in
gaining the LCC business, which could see planes arrive
from as far afield as the United States or Southeast Asia.
If a carrier committed to the airport, the runway extension
could be built within a year, as the airport company owned
the neighbouring properties and had resource consent, he
told the ODT.
“It is something we have always signalled in our plans.”
When deciding to fly into Australia for the first time, budget
carrier Air Asia X opted for the Gold Coast rather than
Sydney, Melbourne or Brisbane, Mr McCall said.
A Boeing 747 jumbo flight would add about $1 million of
gross domestic product to Otago’s economy, so it was not
just the airport which would benefit.
“There is no doubt air travel is still the way of the future.”
Long-haul budget airlines preferred flying into airports with
a 24-hour rating and Christchurch and Dunedin were the
likely South Island options.
Dunedin International Airport chairman and city councillor
Richard Walls told the Otago Daily Times he hoped to see
the runway extended and “747s coming in from Shanghai.”
“This is the sort of infrastructure spend that should be
looked at. Christchurch did it and look what happened.”

American Travel Writers Choose Wellington
Hosting the Society of American Travel Writers Annual
Convention in 2011 will be worth millions to Wellington,
says David Perks, chief executive of Positively Wellington
Tourism.
The RTO, with Tourism New Zealand and Conventions
Incentives New Zealand – supported by Air New Zealand -
have successfully bid to host the event, which will see up to
350 American travel writers convene in the capital for up to
six days.

“The convention offers Wellington and the rest of New
Zealand the opportunity to showcase itself to an influential
group of writers at a time when we expect the American
market to be returning to growth. The timing couldn’t
possibly be better,” Mr Perks says.
The convention itself will see an estimated $2.25m spent in
Wellington, just weeks after the $45m economic windfall
forecast for the capital’s hosting of seven RWC 2011
matches.
It is expected that writers from across the US and Canada
will attend, representing publications including National
Geographic Traveller, the New York Times, Los Angeles
Times, Washington Post, Condé Nast Traveller, Elite
Traveller and the New Yorker, as well as various travel
guides and news websites.

International Plans for WOW
The World of WearableArt awards show has a new general manager, Australian Warwick Hastie,
who says he is keen to take the extravaganza to Melbourne and Sydney from October next year.
He has told the Dominion Post that he is convinced that WOW could be the next Cirque du Soleil
and could really be a showcase for New Zealand creativity.
Mr Hastie emphasised to the paper that the core show would still be staged in Wellington and be
run from its “spiritual home” Nelson, where a possible WOW design school could be established.
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Coromandel’s Homegrown Festival 2009
The third ‘Homegrown Festival’ kicks off in
a month’s time and a fresh new program and
line up of events are planned.
The “Homegrown” Festival aims to
showcase Coromandel food, wine, music and
art, and almost 60 events are planned.
Throughout May, the festival will variously
offer at least 15 art events, more than 25
specialty music events, 7 cooking schools
and demonstrations as well as numerous
homegrown menus, farmers markets, the

Food Trail.
Tourism Coromandel CEO Jim Archibald
says he is pleased with how the festival has
progressed and is delighted with how this
year’s program is coming together.
“It is a unique concept for a festival in that it
runs over a whole calendar month, and
blends together a variety of elements but
essentially all centered around our ever
popular homegrown cuisine and art.”
For the full program visit
www.homegrownfestival.co.nzHahei Tractor Bash and the Homegrown

Upgraded Pukaha Mt Bruce Opens
Conservation Minister Tim Groser has officially opened
the upgraded Pukaha Mt Bruce National Wildlife Centre
in the Wairarapa and marked the occasion by releasing a
young brown kiwi into the Pukaha forest.
Improvements to the DoC-managed visitor centre are
expected to boost visitor numbers by around 10%, to
more than 40,000 visitors a year.
New computer generated moving images and interactive
displays recreate the sights and sounds of an ancient
forest, and tell the stories associated with the visitor
centre and adjoining Pukaha forest.
Visitors can also learn about the centre’s captive
breeding programmes, and progress being made towards

restoring Pukaha forest, into
which kaka, kiwi and kokako have
been returned.
www.mtbruce.org.nz

The Kawarau Jet driver involved in a fatal crash last September has been

charged with driving causing unnecessary dangers to other persons.

Big Wine Adventure
for Auckland
The soon-to-be Super-city is to get a new tourist
attraction, Big Picture Wine Auckland, and the
“essential wine adventure”, as it is pitched, is
being officially opened on Thursday by Prime
Minister John Key.
Located off the courtyard at the Auckland Fish
Market, it is a joint venture between Central
Otago wine tourism operator Big Picture Wine
and Sanford Sustainable Seafood. The venture
promises visitors a wine tasting and much more.
See Friday’s TravelMemo for all the details.

AUSTRALIA

Mt Ruapehu Season Passes
on Sale
Clients looking for a winter escape within New
Zealand this year should look no further than
investing in a Mt Ruapehu Season Pass.
After the first snow falling in early March, and an
extended 2008 season, Mt Ruapehu officials are
confident of a bumper season in 2009. Season
Pass prices are also the cheapest in three years.
Mike Smith, Mt Ruapehu marketing manager says
it’s been cold on the mountain for the last couple
of weeks, and with the first snow fall of the
season coming early all signs look good for the
season ahead.
Mt Ruapehu’s Season Pass offers unlimited skiing
for the entire 2009 season and costs $385 for
adults (a reduction of $24 on 2008 prices) and
$225 for youths aged 18 and under (a reduction of
$14), during the month of April (these prices
include a $10 discount for those purchased online
at www.mtruapehu.com). Earlybird sales run to
30APR online.
Mt Ruapehu All Lifts Day Passes remain
unchanged from last year’s rate of $83 for Adults,
and $48 for Youth.

Retailers Can Piggyback
off SATC Campaign
Nearly 4,000 Kiwis have responded to
the South Australian Tourism
Commission’s ad campaign since it
launched on 08FEB.
“This a great result – we have already
exceeded our target for the entire 2009
campaign - and proves that Kiwis are
very interested in the holiday
experiences on offer in Adelaide and
South Australia,” says Jane Wilson, the
SATC’s Regional Manager NZ.
Recent feedback from retail travel
agencies across the country confirms
this, with higher numbers of enquiries
recorded for Murray River houseboat
and cruise holidays. Plus, loadings on
Air NZ’s direct AKL/ADL services are
already up over the 2009 winter months
when compared with the previous year.
The campaign still has four weeks of
high frequency TV and online activity to
run, and Wilson encourages all retail
chains to leverage the Tourism
Commission’s activities by including
Adelaide and South Australia in their
consumer communications.
To help retail chains make the most of
the increased interest in the State,
Wilson is also offering free placement of
retailers’ product or tactical flyers in the
info packs they send to consumers who
respond to the campaign.
Interested retailers should contact Jane
or Kris at the South Australian Tourism
Commission on Tel: 09 368 5382.
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Meet the experts and update your destination and product knowledge on Sydney and the top selling NSW regional destinations!
Come along to the Tourism New South Wales Roadshow for your chance to win some fantastic prizes and learn about

Northern Rivers & Byron Bay, the Hunter, Wollongong & Illawarra, Blue Mountains, Lord Howe Island, Outback and North Coast NSW.

Monday 20 April

AUCKLAND:  Hyatt Regency, Cnr of Waterloo Quadrant & Princes St, 7:30 – 9:00am

HAMILTON:  Rydges Le Grand, 237 Victoria Street, 5:30 – 7:00pm

Tuesday, 21 April

TAURANGA:   Hotel on Devonport, 72 Devonport Rd., 7:30 – 9:00am

WELLINGTON:  Duxton Hotel, 170 Wakefield St, 5:30 – 7:00pm

Wednesday 22 April

DUNEDIN:  Scenic Circle Southern Cross Hotel, Cnr Princes & High Streets, 12:30 -2:00pm

Thursday 23 April

CHRISTCHURCH:  The George, 50 Park Terrace, 7:00 -8:30am

      To RSVP Email: tnsw@tnswnz.co.nz by FRIDAY 18 APRIL

Please state your name, agency, and which function you will be attending.

NB: Breakfast will be provided at the morning functions, lunch at the
afternoon functions and drinks and nibbles at the evening functions

 

WIN a trip for two to Byron Bay
Simply attend the function in your city and hand in

your business card to be in to win the following for 2 adults:

� Return flights for 2 adults to Sydney flying Qantas
� 5 days car hire courtesy of Avis
� 2 Nights accommodation at The Byron at Byron Bay Resort & Spa
� Entry for Crystal Castle
� Sea Kayaking Tour with Cape Byron Kayaks
� 2 Nights accommodation at the Santai Casuarina
� Dinner at Bamboo Restaurant to the value of $100.00
� Two-hour surf lesson at Casuarina Beach, Kingscliff

Also be in with a chance to win various other prizes

         on the night by participating in our quiz!

SYDNEY & NEW SOUTH WALES ROADSHOW    20-23 April 2009

�

            *Main prizes drawn 23/4/2009. Terms and conditions apply.

    Including $100 DUTY FREE vouchers at each function!
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Win the Work / Life Battle
Tourism Australia yesterday launched a “No
Leave, No Life” domestic travel campaign
aimed at getting Australians to use some of
their 123 million days of accrued leave on
some R&R at home.
Federal Tourism Minister Martin Ferguson is
encouraging Aussies to support their own
tourism industry, help keep their mates in
jobs and give the economy a kick-along.
www.noleavenolife.com

Tourism NSW Roadshow
Retailers can meet the experts and update
their destination and product knowledge on
Sydney and the top selling NSW regional
destinations at the upcoming Tourism New
South Wales Roadshow.
There are also opportunities to win prizes and
learn about Northern Rivers & Byron Bay,
the Hunter, Wollongong & Illawarra, Blue
Mountains, Lord Howe Island, Outback and
North Coast NSW.
Check out the venue and timing details on
page 4 of this TravelMemo and RSVP by
18APR to tnsw@tnswnz.co.nz with your
name, agency and appropriate function city.

Best known for

creating a revival

of waltz music,

Andre Rieu and the

Johann Strauss

Orchestra will play

the Adelaide

Entertainment Centre 26 & 27OCT09.

Packages, including A-reserve concert

tickets and accommodation are available

from GO Holidays Call 0508 GOSPORTS.

SE Queensland
Open for Business
Tourism Queensland has engaged Olympic
gold-medal winning swimmer Grant Hackett
to be the face of a series of TV commercials
encouraging visitors back to Moreton Bay
and the Sunshine Coast following the oil
spill.
The TQ A$750,000 ‘Open for Business’
campaign will air in Sydney, Brisbane,
northern New South Wales and regional
Queensland for three weeks.
Says TQ boss Anthony Hayes: “We want to
get the message out loud and clear that all
tourism operators on the Sunshine Coast,
Moreton Bay and Fraser Coast are open for
business,” he said.
“The Sunshine Coast beaches are all open,
Fraser Coast was never impacted and only
the northern tip of Moreton Island is still
closed.”

Sunshine Coast Golf Pass
A round of golf at Club Pelican, the
championship golf course designed by
Greg Norman, is part of a new
Sunshine Coast golf pass that allows
locals and visitors a unique opportunity
to play four leading championship
courses for only A$299, saving A$110.
The pass, including 18 holes of golf,
use of a motorised cart, is valid for six
months and includes games at Twin
Waters, Pacific Harbour and Noosa
Springs. Club Pelican is ranked in the
top 25 resort courses in Australia, with
the three other courses also highly
regarded. The golf pass can be
purchased at Club Pelican’s golf shop.

Wheely Good Tours
Caloundra and neighbouring regions have
become much more accessible for disabled
visitors thanks to WheelAdventures
motorcycle tours.
This new business specialises in customised
rides and tours for chair-bound and mobility-
challenged people to help them experience
Queensland’s Sunshine Coast in a
motorcycle sidecar which is specially
designed for wheelchairs.
WheelAdventures operates across the
Sunshine Coast and tours include the
hinterland, Glass House Mountains, or
coastal beaches, or make up your own
itinerary. Pricing ranges from A$120 an hour
up to a full day at A$650.
Prices include the option of a companion
travelling for free as a pillion and includes a
free pick up and drop off service to most
areas. www.wheeladventures.com.au

LAN Airlines is offering

return airfares to Sydney

of just $109 plus taxes –

making a total inclusive

RT airfare of $270.

SOUTH PACIFIC
Subsidising Cooks Flights  
Foreign Minister Murray McCully, during
his three-day visit to the Cooks, made it clear
that he intends to use foreign aid funds to
provide a “hand up” rather than a “hand out”
in the Pacific.
He told the Cook Islands Times Online that
when and if the Cooks government requests
a subsidy for the Air New Zealand Los
Angeles via Rarotonga flights, Wellington
will keep in mind that it wants to do more for
the Pacific and its tourism. He said the loss-
underwriting deal between the airline and the
Cooks was agreed before the new National
government took power.
”When the request came to me from Samoa
and Tonga, there was a real risk that the
services might be terminated. A new
government that’s intent on creating some
impetus for the tourism trade can hardly
stand by and see those services terminated.
We are talking about the arteries for
tourism.”
Mr McCully told CINews Online that his
government has given the two services a one-
year subsidy which is not viewed as an
ongoing commitment. New Zealand is in the
meantime looking at ways to ensure the
services are retained and perform well.

Vanuatu Tourism Office has confirmed

that the 8th annual Tok Tok meeting will

be held 27-28AUG at the Sebel Hotel on

Port Vila harbour.

Tok Tok last year attracted a record 64

wholesalers and agents and 71 seller

companies.
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Tanoa Owners Buy Samoan Hotel
The Hotel Kitano Samoa has been purchased
by Fiji’s Reddy Group, which owns and
operates Tanoa Hotels, a chain of nine hotels
throughout the South Pacific - six in Fiji, two
in New Zealand and one in Vanuatu.
Japan’s Kitano Construction Corp, which
says it made several capital injections to
improve the property, sold the Apia hotel,
known affectionately as ‘Tusitala’ to The
Reddy Group for an undisclosed figure. It
had previously been the subject of protracted
and ultimately unsuccessful sale negotiations
with a US hotel chain, Rogue Hospitality.
“It is no secret that we have been, for some
time now, actively considering having a
substantial presence in the Samoan
hospitality market which will effectively
complement our existing Hotel operations in
Fiji, New Zealand and Vanuatu and we are
delighted with this outcome,” says Y.P.
Reddy.
“The hotel’s excellent location and proximity
to the CBD and its extensive grounds and
gardens are ideal for our plans which will
include an increase in accommodation in the
near future.”
Samoa’s deputy Prime Minister Misa
Telefoni told the Samoa Observer that
Cabinet was “delighted to approve” The

Reddy Group’s acquisition of the hotel.
The Minister of Tourism said The Reddy
Group was committed to invest a “significant
amount” for the complete renovation and
refurbishment of the hotel.
 When asked about the future of the hotel,
Mr. Reddy confirmed that all operational and
public areas will undergo a major
transformation as a result of a multi million
dollar reinvestment programme.
“It is our intention to retain the unique
features of this once-iconic hotel and to
extend the already large guest rooms. We
plan to offer our guests the best appointed
guest accommodation in Apia.  It will be
refurbished to an international four star plus
standard and will appeal to the corporate,
international leisure and conference markets.
The Hotel will also feature an international
quality spa facility.”
Work on refurbishment is already well
advanced and Tanoa Hotels anticipate that
the majority of the work will be completed
with a six to seven-month window.
Mr. Reddy added: “The purchase of
‘Tusitala’ did not preclude future investment
in the hospitality industry in Samoa and
other options were also being actively
considered.”

Golf Terraces Fiji Extends 50% off  
Golf Terraces at Denarau, which is offering up to 50% off its
one- and two-bedroom apartments plus a $50 grocery credit
per stay or a GT pass (with $300+ savings on meals and
sightseeing activities), has extended the sales period to
31MAY09 for travel to 31MAR10. Closeouts apply over
School Holidays. Wholesalers have details.

VIP Auckland Agent Update
The VIP team - Laura Wadsworth, Alana Eli
and Jacquie Carson - completed their South
Pacific Update in Auckland last Tuesday
night 24MAR at the Novotel Ellerslie with
special guest Chris Ingram from Cook
Islands Tourism.
The team reports a big turnout, with over
100 agents (above, left) keen to learn about
South Pacific product. The team thank all

those who attended and especially
congratulate Stacey Wilmhurst, Manager
Howick Flight Centre, who won the Cook
Islands trip staying at Edgewater Resort and
Pacific Resort Rarotonga and Aitutaki.
Above, from left, are Laura Wadsworth,
prize-winner Stacey Wilmhurst , Chris
Ingram of Cook Islands Tourism, Alana Eli
and Jacquie Carson.

ASIA

Bounty Island Fiji for Half Price 
Bounty Island Fiji is offering a half-price
deal in its Beachfront Air conditioned bures
- Stay 4 nights and Pay two, plus Kids Stay,
Play and Eat for Free, plus a choice of one
of the following:
• a trip to Treasure for two adults  or
• a F$20 Spa or Dive Credit  or
• a Guided Snorkelling Trip for two.
Bounty has meal plans for F$40pp per day
(normally F$55pppd).
Sales to 31MAY09, Travel to 31MAR10.
Wholesalers have details.

Pacific Blue to Bali from
5 Aussie Ports
Pacific Blue is to launch flights to
Bali from Sydney (2pw) and
Melbourne (3pw) from 01JUN. The
carrier already flies to Bali from
Melbourne, Adelaide and Perth.

Code Red on Indonesia
The NZ Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Trade
advises that there is high risk to travellers’
security in Indonesia (including Jakarta, Bali,
Batam and Bintan) and they advise against
all tourist and other non-essential travel due
to the continuing high threat from terrorism.
There is also a risk of kidnapping and civil
unrest in certain parts of Indonesia.
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 El Al’s STPC at Hong Kong
Effective immediately El AL Israeli Airlines
will provide FOC STPC accommodation at
the Hong Kong Airport Marriott Hotel.
The STPC accommodation is for LY fares
issued ex N.Z. by GSA Aviation and Tourism
in connection with LY’s partner carriers
Cathay Pacific and Air New Zealand over
HKG.
Complimentary accommodation is offered
Northbound only for connection with NZ and
CX only where connection times are 8 hours
or more.
For full details call Aviation and Tourism on
09 308 5206.

Singapore Numbers for FEB
Visitor arrivals to Singapore reached 689,000
in FEB09, down 15% on FEB08, and visitor
days were down 12%.
Among the top 15 markets, growth was
registered by Vietnam (+12%) and the
Philippines (+1%) while arrivals from the
other 13 top markets decreased.
The large decline of visitors from China,
Taiwan and Hong Kong was thought to be in
part due to the shift in the timings of the
Lunar New Year holidays this year.

Macau FEB Numbers
The Macao Statistics and Census Service
reports that the number of Macau visitor
arrivals was 1.65 million, down 17% on
FEB08 due in part to the Lunar New Year
shift.
Visitors who came from Mainland China
comprised half the total, with those
travelling under the Individual Visit Scheme
down 33%.
Visitors from Hong Kong and Taiwan each
decreased by 12%, while those from

Value Add for China Tour
Adventure World has introduced a ‘value
add’ on the 8-day China Adventure tour that
visits the sights of Beijing, Xian and
Shanghai. While in Shanghai travellers will
receive a free Tang Dynasty Show and
Dumpling Dinner plus tickets to an Acrobatic
Show for two people to the value of $223.
Lead-in tour prices start from $2537pp share
twin, for sale to 30JUN09, for travel
01APR09 to 31MAR10.  Phone AW’s Asia
specialists on 09-539 8103.

Singapore gazetted hotels suffered a revenue
decrease of 29% on
FEB08 and the Average
Room Rate for FEB09
was estimated at S$205,
down 21%. Occupancy
dropped 3.3 percentage
points to 76%, and
Revenue Per Available
Room decreased by 24%
to S$156.

respectively.
Same-day visitors
accounted for 54% of the
total visitor arrivals.
Cumulatively, visitor
arrivals in the first two
months of 2009 were
down by 8.5% year-on-
year.

Thailand and Japan surged by 76% and 37%

 A Total Eclipse in China
The longest total eclipse of the sun this
century is due to take place in July this year,
and will be best viewed from China.
World Journeys has a small group 5-day tour
ex Shanghai designed around this amazing
event, with specialists on hand to maximize
the experience, providing guidance on
photography etc.  Add-ons are available to
Beijing / The Great Wall / Xian etc.
Contact World Journeys for further details
and pricing on 0800 11 73 11 or
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

THE AMERICAS

 Sonora Special on
Canada’s Sunshine Coast
World Journeys has a new value-add
promotion with 5-star luxury Sonora Resort
on Canada’s Sunshine Coast.
For the remainder of 2009, guests can enjoy
a CAD$150pp per night credit, which can be
used towards Outdoor Adventure Packages;
Spa; Gift shop or Wine Cellar purchases.
World Journeys’ 4-day/3-night package at
Sonora starts from NZ$1810pp share twin
including return transfers from Vancouver,
all gourmet meals and beverages, and use of
amenities such as the Wellness Centre.  Such
a stay would attract a credit of CAD$450 per
person.  Call 09-360 7311 or email
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Short-Life LAN South America Specials
LAN Airlines is offering bargain fares to
South America, starting from $916 return to
Buenos Aires including all fuel surcharges
and taxes, and $1056 to Rio de Janeiro/Sao
Paulo. Travel must be completed by 30SEP,
and the fares are available for sale until
06APR, at which point they increase by $100
for sale until 30APR.
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MID EAST / AFRICA
Emirates Boost for
Three Key Middle Eastern Hubs
Emirates has announced increased services to
three of its key regional gateways - Dammam,
Beirut and Tehran.
From 01MAY, Emirates will introduce two
additional weekly flights from Dubai to
Dammam, three additional weekly flights to
Beirut and an extra two weekly flights to Tehran.
The additional flights bring EK’s weekly
operation to: seven flights to Dammam, 17 flights
to Beirut and 21 flights to Tehran.
Recent statistics released by IATA show that
demand for services across the Middle East grew
3.1 per cent in JAN09 despite the global
economic downturn, with Emirates well placed to
capitalise on this growth.

24-Hour Stay Benefit at Dubai Hotels
The Address Hotels & Resorts, the five-star
properties owned and operated by the Emaar
Hospitality Group, has introduced a 24-hour stay
benefit across all its hotels.
Guests who opt for Suite or Club room
accommodation can enjoy the privilege of a total
24-hour stay without incurring late check-out
charges.
This innovative service is ideal for those whose
flights arrive at night. It is a marked departure
from normal noon check-outs observed by hotels
worldwide, and is now available at The Address,
Downtown Burj Dubai and The Palace - The Old
Town, the two properties currently operated by
the brand in Dubai.
The new offering will be extended to The
Address, Dubai Mall and The Address, Dubai
Marina, when they open later this year, as well as
in future international openings.

Busabout’s Morocco
Busabout’s All Morocco 15-day
adventure will take your clients on a
journey of discovery, visiting the
Chefchaouen, Fes, Gorge du Ziz,
Marrakech, Essaouira and so much
more.
Among the experiences:
- Travel through the mountainous
   Chefchaouen region
- See the Roman ruins of Volubilis
- Sample tagines, couscous and mint
   tea with the locals in Fes
- Travel through Gorge du Ziz to a
   local camp Meski Oasis
- Take a camel trek across the desert
- Explore the canyon-like abyss of
   Todra Gorge
- Get lost in the maze of medinas in
   Marrakech
- Explore the fishing village of
   Essaouira, known for its great surfing.
The 15-day All Morocco is priced from
$1209 and includes 9 nights camping
and 5 nights hotel accommodation,
island orientation walks, transport by
overland truck, free airport or ferry
terminal pick up and a super
knowledgeable Busabout guide.
www.busabout.com

EUROPE
MyBentours Extends
Hurtigruten 2-for-1
Scandinavian specialist MyBentours has
extended the sales period for its ‘2 passengers
for the price of 1’ on the Hurtigruten’s
Norwegian Coastal Voyage on selected dates
during the summer months of JUL, AUG and
SEP09.  The offer is now valid for all
bookings made by 30APR09.
The Hurtigruten ships depart each day from
the southern Norway port of Bergen and sail
to Kirkenes in the far north, delivering mail
and supplies to towns and small settlements
right along the coastline.
This 2-for-1 offer cannot be combined with
any other special discount offer on this
voyage and is not available on suites.

Register for your Agent Login online at
www.mybentours.com.au or call toll free to
0800 443510.

Dutch Drop Departure Tax
IATA has welcomed the decision by the Dutch
Government to abolish the recently introduced
departure tax as part of its economic stimulus
package.
The tax added a cost of between EUR 11.25 to EUR
45 for every passenger departing from Dutch airports.
Says Giovanni Bisignani, Director General and CEO
of IATA: “Airlines saw US$6.9 billion in crazy new
taxation last year. This is producing all the wrong
results - dampening demand and adding costs for
businesses,” said Bisignani.
“This collective madness must stop. It is time for the
Irish government to follow suit and repeal its new Air
Travel Tax. And it is time for the UK to realise that
its Air Passenger Duty is penalising one of its most
powerful economic catalysts at the same time that
they are spending billions to bail out other failed
industries.”

Big Horse for Kent
A 50-foot tall sculpture of a white
horse is to become a landmark near
Ebbsfleet in Kent. It will be located
next to the A2, the main highway
between London and the Channel
Tunnel portal, and en route to the
ferry ports.
The £2 million sculpture, named
Horsa, won the Ebbsfleet Landmark
competition for artist Mark
Wallinger, who won the 2007 Turner
Prize.

Page 8
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Titanic Replica for Finland
AFP reports that a flamboyant Finnish
businessman aims to build a full-sized copy
of the Titanic on dry land, housing a hotel
and restaurants to lure tourists to northern
Finland.
Toivo Sukari, who runs a furniture store
chain and has built a huge shopping centre,
told AFP he was putting together a plan and
financing for another shopping centre in the
small village of Kiiminki, some 630km north
of Helsinki.
The copy of the doomed ship would be 269m
long and 28m wide and would be built next
to the shopping centre to cater for tourists
and exhausted shoppers.
If all goes according to plan, the construction
begins this year and will be open for
business in November 2011.

GSR’s Southern Spirit Luxury Rail Cruises
Great Southern Rail’s Southern Spirit luxury rail cruises to Uluru
from Sydney and Brisbane are confirmed for JAN/FEB 2010.
Offering 24-hour room service, meals, entertainment and off-rail
excursions, plus hotel accommodation when there are multi-day
stopovers in towns, Southern Spirit will operate as follows:

The Ghan’s 80th
The Ghan, which departed Adelaide for the
first time on 14 August 1929, celebrates its
80th anniversary this year.
To celebrate this year’s anniversary Great
Southern Rail, the Ghan’s owner, is offering
a choice of eight free tour-plus-
accommodation packages on new bookings
made before 03JUN09 for travel before
year’s end. Some of the add-ons are valued at
A$600.
Click Here to download the flyer and call
Rail Plus.

AVIATION

Agents are reminded that sales of the
Eurostar Earlybird fare end on 07APR09.
Contact Rail Plus for bookings and save
your clients up to 70%.

Read Our Lips
Air New Zealand is clearly
telegraphing to its Zeal cabin
crew employees and their union
that it has options for the
future.
Weekend papers ran ads from
global outsource company
Hudson Managed Services
seeking expressions of interest
from potential A320 cabin crew
for Air NZ in Auckland,
Wellington and Christchurch.
Radio NZ reports that the
Engineering, Printing and
Manufacturing Union is angry
at ads and is urging members to
swamp Hudson with bogus
applications or e-mails urging
them to stop strike-breaking.
EPMU national secretary
Andrew Little says he has
never encountered such a naked

and blatant move by an
employer.
“This is a pretty belligerent and
aggressive action on the part of
any employer to do this. We’ve
been in touch with our
colleagues and other unions
who cover the work, including
those who might be called upon
to train them. They have
pledged their support.”
Mr Little told RNZ he hopes to
resume talks today with Air NZ
over the pay dispute.
In the meantime, union lawyers
are looking at the job
advertisements.
Footnote: Zeal 320 cabin crew
were yesterday sporting an
array of stickers on their
uniforms in support of their
industrial action.

It looks like Helen Clark and husband
Peter Davis will be able to chalk up lots
of Qantas Frequent Flyer points when
she takes up her UN job.  The airline is to
start offering a daily seamless service
from Auckland to New York from 10JUN.
Qantas has rescheduled its AKL-LAX
services to connect with QF flights to
New York, meaning pax will be able to
fly straight through with minimal transit
time in LA.

The Grand Tour : Uluru – Brisbane   09JAN10 – 22JAN10
13 Nights / 14 Days
A cruise through the heart of Australia, via Alice Springs,
Adelaide, Melbourne and Sydney.
Gold Service A$10,590, Platinum Service A$13,990.
Fare per person twin share. Single supp applies (50% of full fare)
The Coastal Epic : Brisbane – Uluru   24JAN10 – 06FEB10
13 Nights / 14 Days
This journey includes festivities on and around Sydney Harbour
on Australia Day, an authentic Aussie BBQ in the Great Dividing
Ranges and a three-day Ayers Rock and Red Centre tour.
Gold Service A$10,590, Platinum Service A$13,990.
Fare per person twin share. Single supp applies (50% of full fare)
The Southern Safari : Uluru – Sydney  03FEB10 – 13FEB10
10 Nights / 11 Days
Via Alice Springs, Adelaide and Melbourne, the tour’s highlights
include a three-day Ayers Rock and Red Centre tour, sifting for
opals in Coober Pedy, a close encounter with seals on Kangaroo
Island, a fairy penguin parade at Philip Island and an authentic
outback Aussie BBQ in the Great Dividing Ranges.
Gold Service A$8,990  Platinum Service A$11,790
Fare per person twin share. Single supp applies (50% of full fare)
The Australian Classic : Sydney – Uluru  14FEB10 – 24FEB10
10 Nights / 11 Days
This itinerary has all the highlights of the Southern Safari above,
in reverse sequence.
Gold Service A$8,990  Platinum Service A$11,790
Fare per person twin share. Single supp applies (50% of full fare)
* All packages are subject to change without notice. Subject to
availability.

http://www.railplus.co.nz/specials/pdfs/The%20Ghans%2080th%20Birthday%20Flyer.pdf
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Snap Strike Causes Chaos in Oz
Qantas passengers were forced to leave
Sydney Airport without their luggage after
hundreds of ground crew walked off the job
yesterday morning. Baggage handlers,
caterers, cleaners and ground crew struck for
four hours over plans by Qantas subsidiary
Jetstar to outsource 100 baggage handling
and check-in jobs at Sydney International,
Hobart and Launceston airports.
The Australian reports that domestic and
international terminals were plunged into
chaos after the Transport Workers’ Union led
industrial action at the airport from 9am on

Monday.
Passengers were seen disembarking their
flights at the domestic terminal, and leaving
without their luggage, while Qantas staff
were outside the terminal in protest.
At the international terminal, bags were
stacked a metre high as passengers checked
in for their flights. QF staff also walked off
the job in BNE, MEL, ADL and PER.
TWU federal secretary Tony Sheldon said
members had a number of concerns,
including the outsourcing of more jobs and
the failure to security check airport staff.

Air NZ Questions Hamilton’s Position
The Waikato Times reports that it has seen a
letter from Air New Zealand Tasman Pacific
airline general manager Glen Sowry to
Hamilton Mayor Bob Simcock asking for the
council’s “official position” on a billboard
erected by two city councillors. The
billboard, located on a key city intersection,
reads “Air New Zealand supports the
Waikato region ... and pigs can fly.”
The Waikato Times says that Glen Sowry’s
letter reminds the mayor of the contribution
Air New Zealand makes to the Waikato by
way of Eagle Airways, Mt Cook Airlines and
the staff that live and stay in the city.
In asking for the council’s stance on the
actions of the two councillors, Mr Sowry
said this was so the company could better
assess how it did business in the region.
“This will assist us to determine the
appropriate level of commitment and support
in the Waikato,” he wrote.
The Waikato Times has also sighted Mayor
Simcock’s letter of reply, in which he says

“The council does not generally have official
positions on the legitimate private actions of
individual councillors.”
It goes on to say that Mr Simcock believed
that Air NZ’s move away from the Freedom
brand last year “precipitated the fall in
passenger numbers out of Australia that
made the routes uneconomic”.
While not supporting his councillors’ move,
Mr Simcock said that he did back their
democratic right to express themselves how
they wanted.
“I believe that it would be most unfortunate
if Air New Zealand were to allow its
relationship with its many consumers in the
Waikato to be determined by the legitimate
actions of two people.”

All Thai International Airways flights,
including domestic ops, are now under
one roof at Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi
Airport, following the move of 23
domestic flights from Don Mueang.

Qantas Faces 787 Decision
The Sydney Morning Herald says it
understands Qantas will begin negotiations
with Boeing in the coming months about
deferring the delivery of the first batch of
787 Dreamliners.
It quotes investment analysts as saying
Qantas is faced with the worst downturn in
travel in years at a time when it could be
forced to inject up to A$200 million into its
superannuation scheme because of a shortfall
caused by investment losses. Citi analysts
estimate Qantas could save about that
amount per annum if it cancelled half of its
787 orders, which are already two years
behind schedule for delivery.
The SMH points out that Qantas CEO Alan
Joyce has repeatedly said that the 787 delays
are such that their contract with Boeing
would allow them to walk away from the
plane.

Dunedin International Airport has begun
discussing with airlines a review of
landing charges last set in January 2001,
according to the Otago Daily Times. It goes
on to quote the airport chief executive
John McCall as saying it had not yet been
decided when negotiations would be
carried out or what the new charges
would be.

Airlines experienced their toughest month
of the financial crisis yet in February,
according to IATA, with passenger traffic
dropping 10% year-over-year (a sharp fall
from the 5.6% decline in JAN09) and cargo
demand down 22%, the third consecutive
month that freight traffic plunged at least
22%.

EL AL Moves to Luton
El Al is to stop flying from London-Stansted
and will instead start flights from Luton. Six
flights per week to Tel Aviv are scheduled to
start from 03MAY using a two-class Boeing
767.
Flights will depart Luton from Sunday to
Thursday at 12.15 and arrive at Tel Aviv’s
Ben Gurion Airport at 19.05. On Fridays
they will depart Luton at 09.45 and arrive in
Tel Aviv at 16.35.
The return flight will leave Tel Aviv Sunday
to Thursday at 07.30 arriving Luton 10.50.
On Fridays the flight arrives at 08.15.
The airport is connected by a 20-minute rail
service running from central London to
Luton Airport Parkway.

Third Test Flight for WhiteKnightTwo
Virgin Galactic says it has now successfully
completed the third test flight of “Eve”, its
WhiteKnightTwo launch vehicle, which will
eventually carry the SpaceShipTwo
commercial spacecraft to stratospheric
altitude where it will be released for its
suborbital flights.
The latest test flight was the longest and
fastest to date, with a duration of over 2½
hours, maximum speed of 140 knots and an
altitude of over 18,000 ft.
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Etihad Begins MEL Ops
Etihad Airways, the national airline of the
UAE, yesterday launched daily flights from
Melbourne to its super hub at Abu Dhabi
connecting directly to a 50-destination global
network reaching the Middle East, Europe,
North America, Africa and Asia. The MEL
service is operated by Airbus A340-600s,
configured for 292 pax.
Etihad also operates from Sydney and
Brisbane.

CRUISING

Airlines Move at Changi
Air India, Air India Express, Asiana Airlines
and Korean Air have moved from Changi
Airport’s Terminal 1 and are now operating
out of the airport’s Terminal 2.
The move is to allow the airlines to have
more capacity for their future growth and
expansion and  will also “better distribute
capacity usage across the three main
terminals and optimise the usage of airport
facilities”, according to airport authorities.

Singapore Cruise Terminal Delay Criticised
Cruise operators have expressed concern
over the one-year delay in the construction of
Singapore’s new International Cruise
Terminal at Marina South. They say that
pushing the project back means the industry
will - literally - miss the boat in a tourism
sector that remains afloat despite the
economic turmoil.

it was building a new cruise facility capable
of berthing the world’s largest ocean liners.
It was to be ready by next year to give it a
two-year lead over rival ports such as Hong
Kong, which is also constructing new berths.
But the Singapore Tourism Board revealed at
an international shipping conference in
Miami last week that the completion date has
been pushed back to 2011.Singapore announced in March last year that

Gallipoli 2010 with Ponant Cruises
Ponant Cruises is operating a dedicated Gallipoli commemoration cruise from Athens to
Istanbul for New Zealanders and Australians 20-27APR next year, with a two-day ANZAC
remembrance program included using Cannakale as a base.
Ponant Cruises Executive VP Sales & Marketing Eric Lustman says the line aims to increase
its profile in our region and has deployed the sleek 90-passenger Le Levant for the cruise.
Francis Travel Marketing has a package, priced from NZ$6999pp share twin, based on a lead-
in category stateroom.  Click Here to download the flyer.

Maritime Matters reports that the first
steel-cutting for Ponant Cruises’ 142m Le

Boreal was begun 18MAR at Fincantieri’s
Ancona shipyard. Sister ship, L’Austral will
also soon begin construction. The 10,600-
ton yacht-like cruise ships launch in the
first half of 2010.

Circumnavigate
Australia
on Volendam in
2010
Holland America’s ms
Volendam is undertaking a
34-night Circumnavigation of
Australia next year, departing
Sydney on 14MAR and
returning 18APR10. The
clockwise itinerary takes in
most of Australia’s coastal
ports, the Great Barrier Reef

Carnival Cuts Back,
Blames Alaska Cruise Tax
According to a USA Today report, Carnival
Corp. Chairman Micky Arison says his
cruise company doesn’t like Alaska’s US$50
head tax and plans to cut Alaska capacity in
2010 and 2011.
Arison said it is evident that since the
initiative that passed in 2006, tourism
growth to Alaska stopped immediately. He
added that the economic impact will also be
felt in western Canada, Vancouver in
particular.
Interviewed over Carnival’s first-quarter
results, which showed a 10% hike in profits,
Arison revealed that advance bookings and
cruise prices for Alaska are down
significantly.
Competitor Royal Caribbean is also
reducing capacity in 2010.
CruiseCritic reports that both Holland
America Line and Princess Cruises are
reducing Alaska capacity – Princess by 16%
or 48,000 pax, and HAL by 11,000 pax.

Cruise West
Lifts Galapagos Capacity
Cruise West, which branched out to the
Galápagos Islands for the first time this year
with three departures on the 40-passenger
Isabella II, has announced it will be using
the 100-pax Galápagos Explorer II in 2010.
The bigger vessel, sister ship to Cruise
West’s Spirit of Oceanus, will offer just two
cruises, 29MAR10 and 05APR10. Its 10-day
itinerary will give more time in the islands.

and the Whitsundays, as well as a diversion
to Komodo Island in Indonesia.
Priced from $9699pp share twin in an Inside
Stateroom, including Port Charges and Govt
Taxes.
Click Here to download the Francis Travel
Marketing flyer.

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=427
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=431
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JUST CRUISING ....

Alaska  Cruises   from $399*

Alaska Cruise Tours   from US$949*

Asia  Cruises   from US$999*

Europe Cruises   from US$899*

Canada & New England Cruises   from US$599*

Tel: 09-444 2298

Fax:09-442 4228

CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITE* plus applicable fuel supplement

THIS WEEK’S 5-DAY FLASH SPECIALS
Circumnavigate Australia

* per person twin share in an Inside Stateroom

CLICK HERE FOR FLYER

14 March - 18 April 2010
34 Nights from NZ$9699*

ms Volendam

New Ways to Visit Asia and Africa
British cruise line P&O Cruises has
announced details of a range of shorter
cruises on Aurora and Arcadia’s 2010 World
Voyages, offering ways for your clients to
explore Asia and Africa.
More than a dozen different sectors are now
available, enabling passengers to combine all
the comforts of sailing on a superliner with
the opportunity of visiting an array of exotic
locations, from Mauritius to Muscat.
The cruises include voyages to and from
Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne and Fremantle,
with special savers fares and up to £85 of
onboard spending credit available for
bookings made before 30APR09.
Prices start from only A$3085 per person for
a 14-night cruise on the child-free Arcadia as
she sails from Brisbane to Hong Kong on
26FEB10 via tropical North Queensland and
Malaysia’s Kota Kinabulu.

Other options featured in the new P&O
Cruises World Voyages’ 2010 brochure
include:
• 24 nights sailing from Hong Kong to
Melbourne on Aurora, departing 09FEB10
and visiting Beijing as well as Hiroshima,
Osaka and Okinawa in Japan, and
Townsville, Brisbane and Sydney. Fares start
from A$5375 per person twin share.
• 24 nights sailing from Sydney to Singapore
on Arcadia, departing 24FEB10 and visiting
three Queensland ports as well as Kota
Kinabalu, Hong Kong, Nha Trang in Vietnam
and Sihanoukville in Cambodia plus Koh
Samui and Bangkok in Thailand. Fares start
from A$5075 per person twin share.
• 33 nights from Sydney to Cape Town on
Aurora departing 02MAR10, and visiting the
Geraldton and Albany in WA as well as
Singapore, Phuket, Port Victoria, Mauritius

and the South African cities of Durban and
Cape Town. Fares start from A$6745 per
person twin share.
• 30 nights from Hong Kong to Fremantle
on Aurora, departing 09FEB10 and visiting
Beijing as well as Hiroshima, Osaka and
Okinawa in Japan before cruising the
Australian coastline with visits to Townville,
Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, Burnie,
Adelaide and Albany. Fares start from
A$6715* per person twin share.
The 76,000-tonne Aurora will visit 38 ports
in 22 countries on her 104-night Grand
Voyage, setting sail from Southampton on
05JAN10.
Meanwhile the 83,000-tonne Arcadia will
leave Southampton on 10JAN10 on her first
complete 94-night circumnavigation, heading
across the Atlantic to the US and the Pacific
before returning through Asia and the Middle
East.

ACCOMMODATION

Edgewater Transforms Venue
A major refurbishment programme during
January has transformed the conference room
at Edgewater Resort in Lake Wanaka.
The revamped ‘Summit’ room draws
inspiration from the nearby Mt Aspiring.
“And we’ve developed the tag line of
‘Aspiring to New Heights’ which works well
for our conference cliental,” says General
Manager, Mr. Leigh Stock.
Summit, located on the first floor, has views
across Lake Wanaka and beyond to the
Southern Alps.  The room, which caters to as
many as 140 delegates, now features 100%
woollen carpet, fresh paint, new furniture and
the latest in AV equipment.
The resort’s one-bedroom suites can
sometimes double as break out rooms for
conference delegates as they feature a roomy
dining and living area, with small kitchenette.

http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=431
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Accor to Add 11 Mercures in AsiaPac in 2009
This year, Accor is to open 11 new
Mercure hotels in the Asia Pacific
region, from Japan in the North, to
Melbourne in the south and
Bangalore to the west, the first time
the brand will have been seen in
India.
Mercure Homestead Residences
Bangalore India has spacious suites
and is located in a quiet residential
street with easy access to IT and
business parks.
Mercure Hotel Sapporo, located in
the heart of the city’ nightlife area of
Susukino, opens on 01JUN.
Mercure Hotel Chengdu Prime
China is a 503-room hotel opening
in the heart of Chengdu CBD in SEP.
Mercure Hotel Tianyou Chengdu
China opens in late 2009 in the west
side of Chengdu, in the new
commercial & entertainment centre.
Mercure Hotel Pontianak
Indonesia: This 172-room hotel is
opening in the third quarter of 2009
next to the largest shopping mall in
Pontianak, minutes from the airport.
Mercure Fenix Samui Thailand
was formerly known as Samui Park
and is located on Lamai Beach. The
52-room, 8-villa hotel is expected to
join the network in the third quarter
of this year after renovations and
rebranding.
Mercure Hotel Hanoi La Gare
Vietnam is scheduled to open in the
third quarter of this year, featuring
102 rooms and situated in the heart

opposite the main train station.
Mercure Hotel Hue Gerbera
Vietnam: The 107-room hotel opens
in the third quarter of 2009 in a prime
location on Hue’s Le Loi Street with
breathtaking views of Perfume River.
Mercure Hotel Liverpool Sydney
opens in December and will offer 104
rooms next to the Liverpool Catholic
Club in south west Sydney, sharing
its restaurants and other facilities
including a children’s playground and
three swimming pools.
Mercure Hotel Caroline Springs in
Melbourne’s west opens in August
with 104 rooms, plus a 300-seat
function and conference centre.
Mercure Yarra Valley Balgownie
Estate Vineyard Resort & Spa joins
the Mercure network on 01APR.

of Hanoi’s main corporate area and

Scott Wilkinson has been

appointed General Manager of

Castaways at Mission Beach -

managed by Rydges Hotels and

Resorts. Mr Wilkinson has spent

the past two years working as the

GM of Peppers Resorts in

Christchurch and Taupo.

If someone your clients knows is

graduating from Vic University this

May, they can celebrate in style

with a Graduation Package - a bottle

of bubbles, free parking and a

newly refurbished room at the

James Cook Hotel Grand Chancellor

for $180. Call 0800 2 SLEEP.

INDUSTRY

Back Issues of TravelMemo
can always be viewed

in the Archive
on our website

Global Hotel Prices Drop 12%
The average price of a hotel room
around the world fell by 12% last
year, according to the latest
Hotels.com Hotel Price Index.
Hotel prices in DEC08 were more
than one-tenth lower than they were
the year before and room rates were
just 1% above their level in JAN04,
when the Hotel Price Index was
started.
The 12% fall in room rates was driven
by price drops across every continent.
Prices in North America fell by the
greatest extent, down 12% in Q4 2008
compared to the year before. Prices
for hotel rooms in Europe fared little
better, dropping 10% during the same
period. In the Caribbean and Latin
America they fell by 7%, while in
Asia, hotel prices held up slightly
better falling just 2%.
The fall in hotel prices in the Asian
region was the first time hotel prices
had fallen there since the Hotels.com
Hotel Price Index began in JAN04.
The Hotels.com HPI tracks the real
prices paid per hotel room rather than
advertised rates. It is based on prices
actually paid by customers for 68,000
hotels across 12,500 locations around
the world.  http://www.hotels.co.uk/
press/hotel-price-index.html.

TMS Poised To Launch TMS Academy
TMS Asia-Pacific has announced its plans to launch into the
executive training arena with the launch of its first ‘TMS Academy’
concept in Singapore.
The move follows the recruitment specialist’s accreditation from
the Workforce Development Agency of Singapore with TMS now
officially listed as a registered training school in Singapore.
TMS CEO Andrew Chan said the Singapore ‘Academy’ would
form the template for similar ‘Academies’ the company is
considering establishing in several of its areas of operation where it
is already having discussions with several management training-
oriented educational bodies.
These include New Zealand, Australia, other parts of Asia and via
its affiliates in the Middle East, UK/Europe and North America.

Change at Kirra Tours
Richard Hubber resigned from his position as Managing Director of
Kirra Tours last Friday and has sold his equity in the company (as
have Greg and Gary Smith) to current partners Daryl & Geg Narain
and an investment partner.
Hubber says the decision has been in the planning for some time
and in short, it is very much “business as usual” at Kirra Tours.


