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It’s all there at
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AIM HOLIDAYS

0508 - 650660
IMMEDIATE CONFIRMATION

MOST COUNTRIES
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� Rental Cars / Campers

Hotels

Coach Tours

Shows

AIM FOR THE BEST SINCE 1985

reservations@aimholidays.co.nz

Australia’s favourite

now wants to be your favourite

Register to book online now at
www.driveaway.co.nz

your favourite
WHOLESALER

now wants to bebe
WSELF DRIVE 

WHO?

Click Here

Te Po - the night

New on our
Website

Te Po
Indigenous
Maori
Experience

Te Puia,
Rotorua

Te Puia’s new evening
cultural experience

HELEN CAMBELL
Tel: 09 966 2549 DDI
staff@topdog.co.nz

Are You the
UnderDog or TopDog?

Travel Recruitment Specialist

www.topdog.co.nz
CLICK HERE

Check out our website
for available roles

Sunshine Coast Oil Spill Update
Tourism Queensland’s Graeme Manson says that last week’s
230,000-litre fuel oil spill is not expected to adversely affect Kiwis
planning to holiday on the Sunshine Coast.
“The clean-up is already well under way and Kiwis have always been
attracted to the Sunshine Coast by the huge array of attractions the
area offers. Beaches are just one of the area’s drawcards,” he adds.
A spokesman for Queensland Premier Anna Bligh says most of the
cleanup on the Sunshine Coast and Bribie Island has been completed,
but Moreton Island poses special challenges.
Unaffected beaches include all those north of Peregian and on
Stradbroke Island and all Gold Coast beaches.
 On the Sunshine Coast, Alexandra Headland and The Hyatt at
Coolum’s patrolled beach have re-opened, and Mooloolaba, Kings
Beach and Noosa are also open.
Underwater World marine park is reportedly testing the quality of
ocean water at Mooloolaba more than twice a day, to make sure
contaminated water doesn’t enter its aquarium.
Queensland Tourism Minister Desley Boyle has assured Sunshine
Coast and Moreton Bay tourist operators that a disaster response plan
is well underway. She told the Brisbane Courier-Mail that Tourism
Queensland had begun working with the industry to pull together a
marketing campaign targeting Brisbane and NSW residents in the
lead up to the crucial Easter holiday period.

MEXIPLAN AIRPASS

FROM JUST US$90 ONEWAY

CLICK HERE

Hurtigruten, not just a cruise, but 

the essence of Norway! 
*Valid for new bookings 4 - 31 Mar, 

selected dates Jul - Sep 2009, 

full round voyage.
www.mybentours.com.au

MyBentours

WORLDS MOST BEAUTIFUL VOYAGE

2 for the price of 1 offer* 

http://www.thailand.net.au
http://www.aimholidays.co.nz
http://www.driveaway.co.nz
http://www.nzonline.org.nz/tepoindigenousmaoriexperiencerotorua.htm
http://www.topdog.co.nz
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=421
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Order your 2009 Ski Brochure crammed with
 fantastic deals and Earlybird Savings from Brochurenet.

www.brochurenet.co.nz

Domestic
Bliss with

Reservations on 0800-269 276 or 03-379 5586
ANZCRO - for all your Domestic Needs!!

ANZCRO’s new Winter Brochure
is now available
from Brochurenet

�

�

�

�

�

�

Book early to
take advantage

of our great
range of deals

and bonus offers

Commissionable Ski Passes, Transfers and
Equipment for all Major Ski Fields in NZ.

Fantastic Earlybird & Stay / Pay Deals on
accommodation.

Discounted Winter Car Rental & Sightseeing.

No Compulsory Packages, products can be sold
individually.

Fast, efficient reservations system and
documentation.

Remember, ANZCRO offer you the largest range
of NZ Product available through one source.

Tourism Industry Survey Results Show Businesses Adapting
A new survey initiated by the tourism industry is helping to
measure the impact of the global financial crisis on tourism
firms.
One thousand tourism operators, ranging from the small to
New Zealand’s largest companies, completed the online
survey. The survey looked back at performance over the past
three months, as well as expectations for the three months
ahead.

The greatest optimism
lies in the ability to lure
Australians across the
Tasman and keep Kiwis
holidaying at home.

Ray Salter, Ministry of Tourism General
Manager said that the survey was a way to
take the heartbeat of the tourism industry.
“We need to know as much as we can
about what’s happening on the ground in
tourism, particularly during difficult
times.”
Across all businesses there was 6.1% fall in visitor demand
in the three months to March. However, the spread was not
even with small (-1.3%) and medium sized businesses (-
1.2%) faring better than larger tourism businesses (-7.5%).
“Tourism performance is a mixed bag at the moment,” said
Mr Salter. “Larger businesses with more international
exposure are feeling the pinch more than smaller businesses
which have a greater focus on the domestic tourism market.”
For the majority of operators, the survey showed that
business performance was inline with their expectations
indicating that firms are adapting their operations to match
the trading conditions.
Reduction in demand was cited as the main factor affecting
business performance, but access to credit was also
negatively affecting one-in-five small and medium sized
businesses.

TIA Chief Executive Tim Cossar said the monthly survey
will be a very welcome tool for tourism businesses,
providing a lot more certainty for operators in their business
planning on how New Zealand’s tourism industry is tracking.
“It is our hope that this data will also provide a lot more
assurance to banks looking to support tourism businesses by
providing strong liquidity support through the current

tougher trading environment”, Mr
Cossar said.
Operators expect demand to fall by
8% in the period to May. The greatest
optimism lies in the ability to lure
Australians across the Tasman and
keep Kiwis holidaying at home.

Zealand’s view that while long-haul arrivals have weakened,
overall international arrivals are being held up by Australian
visitors,” said George Hickton, Tourism New Zealand Chief
Executive.
“Tourism New Zealand remains committed to working in
long-haul countries to minimise the decline in arrivals, but it
is clear that Australia will be a very important factor in the
health of the industry over winter and in the medium-term,”
he added.
The Tourism Industry Monitor (TIM) is an industry wide
initiative. It is designed to provide the industry with monthly
information on the performance of the tourism sector,
including the short-term outlook. It is led by the Ministry of
Tourism, the Tourism Industry Association, Tourism New
Zealand and the New Zealand Hotel Council.

“The survey supports Tourism New

www.tourismresearch.govt.nz/tim.

LandSAR – New Zealand Land Search and Rescue

– is working with other agencies, DoC and the

tourism industry to identify the best way to keep

track of visitors in our backcountry.  Among the

suggestions is a move to require trampers,

climbers and visitors heading into the Kiwi

outdoors to log their intentions online before

departing from their home countries.
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www.pearlresorts.com              SPM  
New SPM resorts: Manava Suite       
Resort Tahiti & Hilton Hotel & Resorts 
 

MANAVA SUITE RESORT TAHITI 
OPEN MAR 09. Contemporary hotel 
rooms & self-contained apartments. 
Opening rates include American      
Breakfast. Travel to 30 Sep 09. 

THIS WEEKS 
FEATURE 

 

 
SUPER 

HOT  
SPECIALS 

www.edgewater.co.ck 
STAY 5 / PAY 4 ON STUDIO UNITS. 
Book 7 nights or more in any other room 
grade & receive NZ$250 resort credit per 
room. Book 7 nights or more in a Garden 
or Beachfront Villa & receive NZ$400 
resort credit per room. Child age 16yrs & 
under. Includes daily tropical breakfast. 
Sales to 30 Apr 09, travel to 31 Oct 09. 

www.pacificresort.com 

PACIFIC RESORT AITUTAKI 
FOUR NIGHT MEGA VALUE DEAL 
including domestic airfares from 
NZ$350 per person per night - (dble/
twn share) based on 4 nts in Beachfront 
Bungalow & includes standard inclu-
sions. Sales to 30 Apr 09, travel 01 Mar-
30 Jun 09. Black out dates 10-13 Apr 09. 

www.clubraro.co.ck 
JUST ONE MORE WEEK TO GO! 
REDUCED RATES ON STUDIO OR 
GARDEN ROOMS PLUS STAY 5/ PAY 
4!! This deal is HOT! PLUS upgrade to a 
Lagoonfront Room and receive STAY 7 / 
PAY 5! Sales finish 22 Mar 09 for travel 
to 30 Sep 09. Includes daily tropical 
breakfast & free use of snorkel gear. 

MOOREA PEARL RESORT & SPA 
MAP FOC IS BACK! 
Stay 3 nights & receive American  
breakfast & 3 course dinner daily.  
Travel to 31 Mar 10.  
 

HILTON MOOREA LAGOON RESORT 
& SPA 
Stay 3 nights & receive 1 night FOC at 
Hilton Tahiti. Travel to 31 Mar 10.  
 

Conditions apply on all deals.  
www.iririki.com 

STAY 4 / PAY 3 or STAY 7 / PAY 5 - 
ALL YEAR! Valid on all Garden,        
HarbourView  & Waterfront Fares &     
Deluxe Rooms. Sales & travel to 31 Mar 
10. Includes daily buffet breakfast &  
return airport transfers. Also ask about 
our great Romance and wedding pack-
ages available year round. 

www.aggiegreys.com 

GREAT REDUCED RATES FOR ALL 
INCLUSIVE & BED & BREAKFAST  
PLUS STAY 5 / PAY 4 !!  
Sales to 31 May 09, travel 01 Apr-31 
May 09 and 03 Oct-30 Nov 09. Stan-
dard inclusions apply Please note the 
resort is not taking any bookings for 
the travel period 01 Jun-30 Sep 09.  

    Alana,          Laura                Jacquie 

PEARL RESORTS & SPA - TAHITI PACIFIC RESORTS - COOK ISLANDS EDGEWATER RESORT & SPA - RAROTONGA CLUB RARO RESORT - RAROTONGA 

AGGIE GREYS RESORT & SPA — SAMOA IRIRIKI ISLAND RESORT & SPA – VANUATU 
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Marine Tourism Holdings, a leading 
cruise operator in the South Pacific, 
is seeking a lively, self-motivated and 
well-organised person to promote its 
products to the New Zealand travel 
industry – wholesale and retail. The 
company operates South Sea Cruises 
and Awesome Adventures in Fiji and 
Cruise Whitsundays in Queensland.
The ideal candidate will have a passion 
for travel and these destinations. 
A strong sales background within 
the tourism industry is essential.
The position is full time based in 
Auckland and will involve travel 
throughout New Zealand.

Exciting Sales
Executive Position

Please forward applications 
and a CV to:
Chris Jacobs 
email: chris@mth.co.nz
PO Box 33 1664,
North Shore City 0740, Auckland
Applications close Wednesday 1st April

Auckland in Limelight for Rugby World Cup 2011
Tourism Auckland is thrilled that Auckland
has secured the opening ceremony and match
for Rugby World Cup 2011, along with seven
other pool matches, the bronze final, semi-
finals and final.
Tourism Auckland chief executive, Graeme
Osborne, says the Auckland region will reap
significant tourism benefits from being the
hub of Rugby World Cup.
“Having the opening here is the perfect
opportunity for Auckland to turn on a great
show for visitors, and also showcase our
magnificent city to millions of television
viewers across the globe,” says Osborne.
More than 60,000 international visitors are
expected to come to New Zealand for the
tournament, with the majority of them to
make a stop in Auckland.

in the Auckland region.
With the match schedule confirmed Tourism
Auckland predicts that there will be a surge
in off-shore interest, as supporters get an
understanding of the match venues and when
their teams will play.
“Knowing the number and timing of games
in Auckland will help to determine how long
fans are likely to stay in the region. This will
help us model visitor flows during the
tournament and enable Auckland tourism
operators to plan accordingly,” says Osborne.
Tourism Auckland is one of many key
organisations in Auckland working
collaboratively to prepare for Rugby World
Cup 2011.
These include Auckland councils,
AucklandPlus, the Auckland Regional
Transport Authority, major stadia and the
three Auckland-based rugby unions.

The tournament has the potential to generate
up to $315 million of additional expenditure

Auckland – Coromandel Ferry Run to End
The ferry service operated between Auckland and the
Coromandel Peninsula by 360 Discovery is to end on
14APR, having been a loss-maker.
The company’s marketing manager Lianne Clarke told
the NZ Herald that 360 Discovery had been unsuccessful
in its efforts to gain funding from central government
and local authorities. The company had made its case on
the grounds that every person carried on the ferry
represented one less vehicle on the congested stretch of
highway to the peninsula.
Ms Clark told the paper that the company had enjoyed
fantastic support, but it had not been enough to keep the
service afloat.
360 Discovery still operates services to Tiritiri Matangi
Island, sails harbour cruises, trips to Motuihe Island,
private charters and commuter services between Gulf
Harbour and Auckland City.

Coronet Peak Prepares
The Otago Daily Times reports
that Coronet Peak is making
further enhancements in time to
benefit 2009 season skiers and
riders. It quotes Coronet Peak Ski
Area manager Hamish McCrostie
as saying the resort is further
upgrading its children’s facilities
and programmes and investing in
two of the latest snow groomers
to improve on-trail conditions.
Skiers and boarders will also be
able to take advantage of return
transport from the Queenstown
Snow Centre and selected
accommodation providers to
Coronet Peak for $10, he said.

Cycle Route a Meandering One
Cyclists, including Bike NZ chief executive
Kieran Turner and specialist author
Jonathan Kennett, met tourism officials this
week to discuss the PM’s proposed 3000km
national cycleway.
The NZ Herald reports that those at the
meeting said plans for the cycleway were
moving quickly, but it was too soon to say
which towns would benefit.
Mr Turner, whose organisation is advising
the Government on the cycleway, told the
paper the route would be chosen to create
the maximum number of jobs from the
estimated $50 million investment.
“We’re very much aware that we’re tackling
this from a job creation perspective rather
than a cycling perspective.”
He indicated that the cycleway would be
aimed at attracting holidaymakers rather
than serious riders, so it would probably
zig-zag past as many small towns as
possible, and was a chance to link 400-
500km of regional cycleways that were in
the planning stages.
Jonathan Kennett, who has authored many
mountainbiking guides, said the trail would
inspire travellers to keep their tourism
dollars in New Zealand rather than going to
cycle routes in Australia and Europe.
Mr Kennett told the Herald that cyclists
might spend three or four days in an area
that could be driven through in a day.
“Hardcore” cyclists would cycle 100km a
day, but most people would want to stop for
the night every 50km and make cafe stops
every 15km. Once the route was settled,
entrepreneurs would be able to build cafes
where there were gaps along the route.

http://www.mth.co.nz
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AUSTRALIA

Lake Wanaka’s four alpine winter resorts have
announced a range of new developments and
products including new trails and free learner
lifts for the 2009 ski season.
Cardrona Alpine Resort is expanding its
terrain facilities for the 2009 season by
creating a new trail down the Arcadia Basin
aimed at more advanced skiers and boarders.
The new trail is being certified by FIS
allowing slalom and GS races to be staged.
The new trail will also have a $1m
snowmaking upgrade and with this, the
entire resort will be covered after extending
it into Captains Basin last year.
In addition, improvements to the 22-foot
superpipe and freestyle areas are being done
in preparation for the inaugural Winter
Games NZ and the FIS Snowboard World
Cup.
Snow Park NZ, the only dedicated terrain
park resort in the Southern Hemisphere, has
created new fun features over the summer.
Night riding and skiing will expand to three
nights a week following its successful launch
last year, while guests staying on the
mountain at Snow Park NZ, in the luxury
apartments or backpacker bunkrooms, can
take advantage of the new all-inclusive

accommodation packages to include
breakfast and dinner served in the popular
Woolshed Restaurant and Bar.
Treble Cone is offering free use of the lower
mountain learner lifts all season long, to
encourage beginners and families. A 90-
minute free guided tour of the mountain
(groomed trails) is available twice daily to
experience the vastness of Treble Cone’s
terrain. Treble Cone’s sustainable tourism
practices have seen it recognized with Enviro
Silver Qualmark status.
Visitors to Snow Farm, New Zealand’s only
Nordic ski area, can experience 50km of
world class trails with huts scattered across
the Pisa Range, great for a lunch stop or
overnight experience in the wilderness with a
fire and outside BBQ. Bags and supplies are
dropped off by snowmobile while skiers
travel at their own pace. Snow Farm offers a
range of lessons and experiences for all ages
and abilities.
Attracting hundreds of athletes from Pacific
Rim countries and beyond, Lake Wanaka’s
resorts will take centre stage for the Winter
Games NZ 2009, the biggest snow sports
event outside of the Winter Olympics.
www.skilakewanaka.com.

Wanaka Gears up for Winter

Gotta Love the Wet Season
Brisbane’s Courier Mail reports that Tropical
Tourism North Queensland is back to
promoting sex and sun rather than reef and
rainforest to attract tourists.
The RTO has launched its racy campaign
dubbed Gotta Love the Wet Season and
aimed at web-savvy backpackers, with strong
visuals and cheeky captions, wet t-shirt

competitions and an uptopdownunder.com
(not yet operating) website.
The paper says the steamy new image has
sparked uproar, and divided the community,
but the fact remains they have to do
something. The latest figures show Cairns
and the tropical north had 80,000 fewer
visitors - a record drop of 10% - in 2008.

Grand Prix Pays Well
The Melbourne Age newspaper has reported
that Formula One GP supremo Bernie
Ecclestone has secured a record “sanction
fee” of A$47 million from the state of
Victoria for agreeing to stage his Australian
Grand Prix there.
The paper quotes a European publication,
Formula Money, which revealed that Victoria
paid Mr Ecclestone an estimated A$42
million for the privilege of hosting last year’s
race.
It reports that sanction fee contracts have a

10 per cent per year escalator written into
them, meaning the cost to taxpayers this year
will be close to A$47 million.
Overall, last year’s race cost the Victorian
Government A$40.1 million, taking into
account sponsorships and other sources of
income.
This year, with the worldwide economic
downturn hurting sponsorships and likely to
slow ticket sales, the expected final price tag
has been reported as being close to A$50
million.
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Jetstar Pulls Japanese
to Gold Coast
Jetstar has turned the Gold Coast into what the
Gold Coast Bulletin calls a “recession-busting
hub” as it bucks the trend in the important
Japanese tourist market.
The paper says that while overall numbers of
Japanese heading to Australia are down 20%
across the board, Jetstar has managed a 10%
increase in its traffic from Japan in the
corresponding period.
And to capitalise on its sales surge, Jetstar will
expand its services from Coolangatta to Tokyo
from five a week to seven, from 29MAR.
Buoyed by the growth figures in the APR-
SEP08 period, the rise in capacity lifts the
number of weekly seats to 4200 on the Gold
Coast-Narita and Gold Coast-Nagoya routes,
used already by 90,000 travellers since OCT08.
Jetstar, which has dedicated sales teams in
Tokyo and Osaka, told the Bulletin that 40% of
its Japan fares are now bought on the internet.
“Going seven days a week to Tokyo shows the
faith we have in the route. With the help of
marketing and our low fares, we believe
Japanese are now seeing the Gold Coast in a
new light,” said Jetstar’s Simon Westaway.
“Eighty per cent of our traffic on the routes is
Japanese. We’ve priced it aggressively and
we’re beginning to get the rewards, which is
great for the Gold Coast (which attracted
116,000 Japanese tourists from September 2007
to September 2008).”
The airline plans to invest A$20 million this
year alone in promoting the Gold Coast and
Cairns to the Japanese.
While Jetstar is reluctant to release exact figures, it
is understood both routes between Coolangatta and
Japan are operating about 80% capacity.

Whale Sharks Waiting
Giant whale sharks, which normally visit Ningaloo Reef on
Western Australia’s Coral Coast between early April and early

Victoria’s Message:
We’re Open for Business
Tourism authorities are set to ramp up promotion campaigns in
a bid to entice visitors back to bushfire-ravaged areas of
Victoria.
The Victorian government announced last week that
advertising and marketing campaigns would re-start more than
a month after the devastating February 7 wild fires claimed at
least 210 lives and thousands of homes and properties.
The government had suspended Tourism Victoria ad
campaigns following the fires, but the tourism minister said it
was now time to start to spread the word more widely that
regional Victoria is open for business.

Virgin Provides Competition on DRW Routes
Virgin Blue is to commence Melbourne-Darwin and Perth-
Darwin flights, using B737-800s, from 28APR. Its new MEL-
DRW service will depart the Victorian capital late in the
evening six times a week, arriving in the Top End in the early
morning.  The return flight will depart Darwin at 6.15pm and
arrive in Melbourne at 10.55pm.
Flights between Darwin and Perth will operate daily, departing
Darwin at 7.00am arriving in Perth at 9.20am before turning
around and landing back in Darwin at 4.25pm the same day.

New Gold Coast Attractions
Gold Coast Skydive is the only
Tandem Skydive operation in the
world that operates directly beside
an International Airport. Your
clients take off from the same
runway as the passenger jets at the
Gold Coast International Airport
before exiting from a height of
12,000 feet and landing on Kirra
Beach.
www.goldcoastskydive.com.au

Tamborine Rainforest Skywalk,
which recently opened on
Tamborine Mountain is a 300m
canopy walk, soaring 30m in parts
above Cedar Creek, with
spectacular panoramic views
across the valley and rainforest
canopies below. Guests begin their
45min walk on a spectacular
elevated walkway running through
the middle and upper canopies of
the rainforest, descending
gradually to the lower canopy and
following points of interest,
including rockpools and
waterfalls, a butterfly lookout,
local history enclosure and
sheltered rest areas along the way.
The final stages of the 1.5km walk
return along the rainforest floor to
the Eco Centre, which includes a
gallery, café and other visitor
facilities.
www.rainforestskywalk.com.au

Hel-a-va Jet Boats depart directly
under the Outrigger Twin Towns
Resort, Tweed Heads. The 9 metre
Hel-a-va Jet Boat can carry up to
12 passengers in race style seats
and offers a 30-minute off-shore
thrill ride in open seas, powered
by twin 5.9 litre turbo charged
engines.
www.helavatweedheads.com.au

Lady Salsa is Conrad Jupiters’
saucy new stage show
extravaganza, taking guests to the
steamy streets of Havana with a
dip in the red hot world of
Rhumba, Mambo and Salsa.
Starring Trinidad Rolando as the
show’s namesake and featuring an
international cast direct from
Havana, Lady Salsa charts the
progression of Cuban dance and
music from its earthy slave rhythm
roots to today’s sexy and
exuberant routines.
www.conradjupiters.com.au

Qantas Pushes for
RAAF Base Access
Qantas has urged the
Australian government to
open air force bases to more
civilian traffic, in a move
which could eventually open
the way for the Richmond
base near the Blue Mountains
to handle its first commercial
airline services as Sydney’s
second major airport.
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July each year, have this year turned
up at the beginning of March.
Adventurous tourists can swim with
these docile 18m creatures by joining
one of the specialist whale shark tour
boats which operate out of the small
coastal towns of Exmouth and Coral
Bay.
Ningaloo Reef is a little over two
hours by plane from Perth or two days
drive by car.
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SOUTH PACIFIC
Key Reassures Samoa, Tonga

Cooks: What About Us?

Radio New Zealand International quotes NZ
Prime Minister, John Key as saying that his
Government’s subsidising of Air New
Zealand’s Samoa and Tonga flights is
consistent with New Zealand’s wider foreign
aid programme.
“… they are relatively small Pacific island
nations that rely heavily on their air services.
Without a continuation of those air services,
it would have put at risk their tourism
industry, and we felt that it was an important
step that the New Zealand government could

make in supporting our friends in the Pacific
to provide an underwrite for those air
services.”
Mr Key said the funding could be seen as
part of the wider Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Trade Pacific aid programme.
The Prime Ministers of both Samoa and
Tonga had both raised with Mr Key their
concerns that the carrier might discontinue
some of the routes, which are presently
operating on a one-year subsidy
arrangement.

Radio New Zealand International reports
that the Cook Islands government is
demanding an explanation from New
Zealand over the plan to underwrite Air
New Zealand services to Samoa and
Tonga.
The Cooks, which reached a financial
agreement with Air New Zealand last year,

even-handed approach.
Cooks foreign minister, Wilkie Rasmussen,
is quoted as saying that if New Zealand is
to subsidise Tonga and Samoa, the Cooks
should also be a part of it.
Mr Rasmussen said the Cook Islands
approached the NZ government almost two
years ago, and was told they wouldn’t
enter into such arrangements.is aggrieved at the seeming lack of an

Pilates at Navutu Stars Resort
From 25MAY to 15JUN, world renowned
Pilates teacher Serena Bitterli of
Switzerland’s Gymline Fitness for Women
will offer daily classes in this life-changing
therapy.

quiet and rolling movements, and positive
effects in posture can be felt even after the
very first Pilates session. Classes are F$20.00
per person, Private Tuition from F$50.00.
Navutu Stars Resort offers three white sand
beaches, solar power, organic gardens and
fresh spring water sourced from natural
bores.
Book any five nights before 30APR and
receive the two consecutive nights free.
www.navutustarsfiji.com

Gentle daily classes in
groups or privately, will be
taught on the resort’s Sunset
Terrace.
No fitness knowledge is
required for the flowing,

ASIAThe Changing Face of the Cooks
The CI Herald Weekly recently ran
an editorial in which it questions the
“new tourism face of the Cook
Islands”, by which it means the
increasing number of Fijian nationals
working in the industry there.
It points out that the newcomers are
“noticeably different to Cook
Islanders; they often wear their own
cultural attire and occasionally greet
our tourists with a friendly ‘Bula’.”
The paper goes on to say “We must
be reminded that it is by default not
design that our Fijian brothers and
sisters arrived to our shores. They
were merely filling in the labor gap
that we as Cook Islanders had
created by our departure. The
country needed ‘people’; people who
could service the tourism industry;
people able to contribute to the
economy of the country. There was
no other alternative at the time but to
import labor.
“Presently, our Fijian brothers and
sisters meet our tourist at the
reception, serve them in the
restaurants and clean the rooms that
they live in. We are not living the
brand!”
The paper raises the issue of
depopulation and says Cook
Islanders risk the possibility of
becoming a minority group within
their own country.
The writer calls for a public/private
sector stimulus package targeted at
keeping Cook Islanders in the
country.
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Bali on ANY budget Brochure 2009-10
Riding an elephant to dinner is just one of the new
products offered in Garuda Orient Holiday’s “Bali on
ANY budget” brochure 2009-10. Stay in a quality
villa room at the Elephant Safari Park Lodge at Taro
and your client will be offered this unique
experience.
Past favourites like Borneo Wilderness Tour, Surfing
Indonesia, Bali Diving Academy, Tee off to Bali,
Balinese Cooking Schools, Bali International
Weddings, Bali Hai Cruises and Ombak Putih are
back again. And the full range of Bali Adventure
Tours activities is also featured in the new brochure.
A brand new product exclusive to Garuda Orient
Holidays is expected to be a great hit with the
younger crowd. It is Club 18-30s… a holiday
concept where young adults can acclimatise quickly,
get to know what’s on, where to go and what to do.
There is nothing else like it in Bali.
The “Holidays Beyond Bali” section has received
extra attention this year as has “Villa Holidays”,
where there are 50% more “villa holidays” on offer.
New properties featured include the luxurious Alila
Villas at Uluwatu, Ubud Village Resort, Kamuela
Villas in Seminyak, and the exotic Royal Santrian at
Tanjung Benoa, to name a few.
The front cover features The Westin Resort, Nusa
Dua, celebrating the luxury and indulgence found in
Bali.
The amazing Bulgari Resort graces the inside cover.
These are just a taste of the luxury offered once your
clients open the covers of the “Bali on ANY budget”
brochure.
The new brochure is available to Travel Agents now
from BrochureNet:  www.brochurenet.co.nz
For bookings contact Garuda Orient Holidays on
0508 650 014.  Email: res@goh.com.au
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Thailand boasts some

of the most beautiful

dive sites in the world.

TOURISM AUTHORITY OF THAILAND IS REPRESENTED

IN NEW ZEALAND BY FRANCIS TRAVEL MARKETING

DX: CX10152,  Tel 09-444-2298,

enquiries@francistravelmarketing.co.nz

www.thailand.net.au

Our website  makes it so easy to sell to Thailand

and to answer all your clients’ questions

Diving

The water is clear, sea life plentiful,

transport and accommodation readily available

and instruction is of a very high standard.

Diving

in Thailand

Diving is available at all times of the year, although visibility changes

according to the season. In the Andaman Sea, the best time to dive

is OCT-APR, and in the Gulf of Thailand from MAY-SEP.

At recommended dive sites in Thailand the water is so clear that the

underwater world is visible from the surface: whale sharks, manta

rays, marlin, flying fish, dolphins and coral reefs.

All reputable dive shops are affiliated with PADI or other

international dive bodies. All over Thailand, you can expect modern

amenities, international standard boats and professional facilities.

For group or family travellers, all good live-aboard operations will

take non-divers along at a substantially reduced fee. Friends and

family can relax, swim, sunbathe, snorkel and still enjoy the food,

trip, scenery and experience of sailing in some of the world’s most

beautiful waters.

Diving in Thailand is comparatively cheap, and

once you have achieved your certification in

Thailand, you can use it to go scuba-diving all

over the world.

CLICK HERE FOR ALL YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT DIVING IN THAILAND
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Fly to South East Asia’s

top destinations from

Level 10, 120 Albert St

PO Box 6247 Wellesley St, AUCKLAND

PH: 0 969 7600   FX: 9 969 7619

bangkokair@airlinemarketing.co.nz

CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD

LATEST ROUTE MAP

US$55

Discovery Airpass

Airline Marketing (NZ) Ltd

Level 10, 120 Albert St
PO Box 6247, Wellesley St.

AUCKLAND  - DX CP23523

PH: 09 969 7600  FX: 09 969 7474

bangkokair@airlinemarketing.co.nz

**Please note** some routes may operate on a seasonal basis only

Singapore

Myanmar

Laos

China

V
ie

tn
a
m

M
a
la

y
sia

Phuket

Phnom Penh

Bangkok

Chiang Mai

Xi’an

Utapao
(Pattaya)

Trat

Krabi

Guilin

Thailand

Yangon

Hanoi
Luang Prabang

Kunming

Koh Samui

Hong Kong

Kuala Lumpur

Fares 
Levels apply per sector & exclude all 

taxes, surcharges & service fees

R
o

u
te

 N
e

tw
o

rk

Indian Ocean

Maldives

Male

Japan

Hiroshima

Sea of Japan

Bangkok Airways Airport

Capital City

Serviced by PG/FT &/or QV

Serviced by QV only

Lao Airlines (QV) onlyPG and FT/QV
Travel in one direction only

Bangkok Airways (PG) only
Siem Reap Airways (FT) only

Current Route not valid for Airpass

Direct flights between BKK- HIJ v.v.

are NOT PERMITTED on the Airpass

Xieng Khouang

Ho Chi Minh City

Luang Namtha

Macau

Cambodia
Siem Reap (Angkor)

Sukhothai

Oudomxay

Houeisay

Tokyo

Beijing

New Delhi

India

Indian Ocean

Route expected to 
commence March 2009

Savannakhet

Udon Thani

Pakse

Vientiane

• BKK- XIY / MLE / DEL v.v.

• USM– BKK/CNX, PKZ- VTE/LPQ

• Exceptions apply (see below)

• Exceptions apply (see below)

THE AMERICAS
Travel Industry Lobbies Obama
The US Travel Association last week led
a delegation of US tourism industry
leaders, including the heads of Orbitz
Worldwide, IHG Hotels, Starwood Hotels
and Resorts, and Walt Disney Parks and
Resorts, to meet with President Obama to
discuss the role that travel can play in
strengthening the American economy.
They pushed for the need to welcome
more international visitors and expressed
the business community’s concerns about
the dramatic nationwide downturn in
meetings and events following Obama’s
criticisms of the lavish travel habits of the
corporate world and his warning that big
business should not take trips to Las
Vegas on the “taxpayer’s dime.”
They pointed out that the travel industry
employs 7.7 million Americans and
generates more than US$740 billion in
spending annually.

Keys + Cuba Plan
Tourism officials have met in Key
West to discuss a plan for marketing
the Florida Keys as a tourist
destination when Cuba opens to
American tourists. The plan seems to
signal the need to head off a net loss
in tourists to the Keys after the
opening of Cuba.
It includes a “Keys plus Cuba” ad
campaign – targeted to visitors to the
Keys who are also curious about
Cuba; and a “Cuba plus Keys”
campaign – targeted to visitors to
Cuba who might be interested in a
side trip to the Keys.
“Cuba’s growing tourism industry
presents a future challenge to The
Florida Keys & Key West and is

already diverting international visitor
business from Canada, Europe and
South America,” the first page of the
plan reads.
Central to the plan is the belief that
Cuba is not prepared to handle a large
influx of American tourists. The
campaign would therefore encourage
tourists to stay at Keys hotels and take
day trips by ferry or plane to Cuba.
The International Monetary Fund
estimates that if Cuba opened today,
more than 3 million Americans would
want to visit in the first year. There
are not, say Keys officials, anywhere
near enough hotel rooms to
accommodate that many American
tourists.

Hotel for Legoland
Legoland California has been given the
nod to proceed with its plans to build a
250-room, three-storey hotel on part of its
parking lot. The hotel will have themed
rooms that celebrate specific park rides
and attractions, so visitors will be
immersed in Legoland around the clock.
Legoland says the hotel is the latest stage
in a long-running effort to encourage
visitors to stay in the area for several
days. Last August, Legoland opened a Sea
Life Aquarium at the 128-acre amusement
park.

If your client’s not into camping, but wants to explore the American West,
then Adventure World is suggesting a 9-day small group lodging tour. This
fully accommodated open-age Footloose tour from San Francisco to Los
Angeles explores Yosemite National Park, central California, Las Vegas,
Grand Canyon National Park and Sedona. Priced from $3717pp, the trip
includes 8 nights hotel accommodation; services of a tour leader; private
transportation; guided day hikes in Sedona and Yosemite NP; San Francisco
city tour; and cruising The Strip by limousine in Las Vegas.  Another option is
the 8-day Canyons & Indian Lands trip which provides walking and
sightseeing opportunities in Zion NP, Bryce Canyon NP, Monument Valley
and Grand Canyon NP. For more Footloose travel options, call Adventure
World.

   Experience the American West

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=412
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MID EAST / AFRICA

Sears Tower No More
Chicago’s famous 110-storey Sears Tower,
one of the world’s tallest buildings and a big
tourist attraction, is to get a new name after
35 years, much to the disappointment of
locals. From July it will officially be called
the Willis Tower, named after a London-
based insurance brokerage.

Dubai Hotels Sharpen Pencils
for 2009
Dubai’s hotel revenues increased 15% last
year despite difficult global economic
conditions hitting the travel industry, but the
city only achieved marginal growth in visitor
numbers.
Statistics from the Department of Tourism
and Commerce Marketing (DTCM) show
that guest numbers in Dubai hotels totalled
6.99 million in 2008 compared with 6.95
million the previous year.
Consultants Jones Lang LaSalle (JLL) report
that Dubai hotel occupancy rates fell to 79%
last year, the lowest level in five years. In
2007, the occupancy rate was 84%.
“Over the period between July and
December 2008, occupancy rates fell by
approximately seven per cent,” the
consultancy said.
“This came as a result of the new supply in
the market, as well as the softening in
demand from key European source markets
brought about by the dollar appreciation and
the financial crisis,” JLL said.
It said the outlook for this year is expected to
be “less optimistic than previously
anticipated, with visitor arrivals well below
the DTCM target of 13 per cent annual
growth.”
Gulf News quotes the DTCM as saying
initiatives launched by it have helped in
boosting hotel occupancies since the start of
2009.  The department, which late last year
roped in hotels and tour operators in its
promotion campaigns to offer more than
40% discounts on rooms and tours, noted
that the record hotel revenues last year came
despite the economic downturn.

Tel Aviv-Cairo Flights Doubling
Israeli flag carrier El Al is doubling the
number of weekly flights between Tel Aviv
and Cairo due to strong demand from
tourists. Effective 02MAY, El Al will operate
four flights a week to the Egyptian capital
instead of two.

Save 15% on South Africa,
Zambia and Botswana
Dramatic views at Blyde River Canyon. A
game drive safari in Kruger National Park.
Victoria Falls. Sunset over the Chobe River.
Bush camping in the Okavango Delta.
Experience all this and more on Acacia
Africa’s 14-day Southern African Magic
small group camping safari, now priced from
$2168pp (plus US$590 local payment).
That’s a 15% saving on the tour price.  Tour
departs Joburg on Thursdays for Livingstone
and must be booked and deposited by
31MAR09 to receive 15% saving.
Price includes just about everything – all
tour highlights, transport, accommodation,
sleeping mat, road tolls and taxes, meals as
indicated, camping and cooking equipment,
services of driver/tour leader.  Phone
Adventure World on 09-539 8100.

EUROPE

Six African Countries in 32 Days
Acacia Africa’s 32-day South East Adventure
Alternative from Nairobi to Johannesburg is
proving very popular with New Zealand
travellers, especially with the current 25%
saving, says Adventure World. This overland
trip hits all the high points as you travel
through Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia,
Botswana and South Africa. For travel in
2009, booked and deposited by 31MAR09,
travellers can save 25% on all Acacia’s
overland safaris. This safari is now priced
from $2607pp (was $3475) plus US$805
basic local payment – and just about
everything is covered. Average group size is
16 people, maximum 24. For this and other
African overland options phone Adventure
World on 09-539 8100.

TO GET YOUR OWN FREE SUBSCRIPTION

 visit   www.travelmemo.co.nz

Tech Savvy Tuscany
The Tuscan Tourist Promotion Agency chose
ITB Berlin to launch its $21 million
campaign aimed at promoting the Italian
region to younger travellers.
The campaign features a slogan, “I want to
live like this” - “Voglio vivere cosi” - and, in
addition to standard print ads, a ‘Social
Team’ of 10 young promoters has begun
placing advertisements on YouTube,
Facebook and Flickr.  Prospective travellers
will also be able to ‘walk’ through the streets
of Florence using Google’s Street View.

House of Juliet
now a Wedding Venue
The 14th-century Casa di Giulietta, or House
of Juliet, in Verona is one of the top tourist
spots in a city that draws about 1.2 million
people a year. It is the house from whose
balcony legend has it that Juliet looked down
to her Romeo. The building belonged to the
Cappello family, traditionally identified with
the Capulets as immortalised by
Shakespeare.
Now the house in the City of Love is to be
used as a venue for weddings and the city
wants to eventually expand the campaign
into a full tourist “wedding package” that
would include everything from hotel
accommodation to flower arrangements.
Associated Press reports that nonreligious
weddings at the House of Juliet will be
possible from next month, when the last
bureaucratic hurdle is cleared. The weddings
can either take place inside the house or in
the courtyard right below the famous
balcony.
The marriage fee ranges from 600 euros for
Verona residents to 1,000 euros for non-EU-
citizens not living in the northeastern Italian
city.
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Little Mermaid Headed East
If Copenhagen is on your client’s itinerary
next year, it might pay to warn them that they
won’t be seeing the Little Mermaid. That’s
because the famous sculpture is off to
Shanghai for the 2010 World Expo to be the
centrepiece of the Danish pavilion. The
decision is not popular with Danes, with
60% wanting her to stay on her rock in the
harbour.

The Royal Highland Show
The Royal Highland Show is one of
Scotland’s top summer attractions. The four-
day event is held on the outskirts of
Scotland’s capital city Edinburgh and will
take place this year on 25–28JUN.
Prize-winning livestock, traditional rural
skills, cookery demonstrations, forestry
events, farm machinery, handcrafts and
heavy horses are some of the attractions that
bring 160,000 visitors to the show every
year.
This year the show is planning to welcome
many overseas visitors as part of the
Homecoming Scotland 2009 celebrations.
There will be pipe and drum bands and other
Scottish traditions on display.
www.royalhighlandshow.org

RAIL TRAVEL

Hafo Eryri on Yr Wyddfa
The highest building in England and Wales
will open this spring on the summit of Yr
Wyddfa (Mount Snowdon) in North Wales.
Hafod Eryri is a new £8.3-million visitor
centre.
It is a unique structure built of granite with
large views from the glass wall at the front. It
has been built to withstand extreme weather
conditions on the summit of the 1,085-metre
mountain which can experience winds of
over 240kph – twice hurricane force – over 5
metres of rain a year and temperatures of
-20°C excluding wind chill.
The building is also the terminus for the
Snowdon Mountain Railway which was built
in 1896. It is the only public rack and pinion
railway in the UK.
www.eryri-npa.gov.uk

High Speed Line to Scotland
Doubted
British Airways CEO Willie Walsh has
predicted a high-speed rail line from London
will not reach Scotland in his lifetime.
He says that neither Labour nor the
Conservatives had committed to extending
the route further than the Midlands or Leeds.
His comments came as he pledged no more
cuts to Scotland-London flights during a visit
to Glasgow to reaffirm BA’s commitment to
its engineering base at the airport.
Mr Walsh says BA remains “absolutely
committed” to maintaining its Scottish links
– the airline currently flies between
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen and three
London airports.

A partial privatisation of German rail

operator Deutsche Bahn is no longer on

the agenda and should not be pursued in

the next legislative period, says German

Transport Minister Wolfgang Tiefensee.

The initial public offering for 24.9% of

Deutsche Bahn’s DB Mobility unit was

postponed in OCT08 due to uncertain

market conditions.

AVIATIONObama Pumps $$ into Amtrak

The Obama administration has announced
that US$1.3 billion will be pumped into the
long-struggling Amtrak, half of it directed to
the Northeast Corridor between Boston and
Washington.
Boston.com says that Amtrak, never a
favourite of the Bush administration or
Republican Congresses, has struggled to
retain critical federal subsidies in recent
years. But the US$787 billion stimulus
package recently signed by President Obama
will allow the system to renovate trains and
stations, improve safety systems, and provide
more passenger capacity, administration
officials said.
While Amtrak is a national train system, it is
used largely by travellers in the Northeast,
and has few allies among the Southern and
Western Republicans who controlled
Congress and the White House for much of
the last decade, and whose long-held
conservative position is that the nation’s rail
system is a money-losing series of pet
projects.
Obama has been an ardent supporter of train
travel, putting into his stimulus package a
separate US$8 billion fund for high-speed
rail lines around the country.

Emirates Rethinking A380s?
The German weekly Der Spiegel reports that
Emirates is unhappy with its first four A380
aircraft, which showed manufacturing faults
that forced flights to be cancelled.
Der Spiegel, in an issue published yesterday,
said Emirates in February gave Airbus
officials a 46-page report listing its
complaints, including burned electric cables,
missing cabin fittings and engine defects.
A source close to Airbus told AFP last
Thursday that Emirates was seeking a delay
in the delivery of several of the long-haul
A380 superjumbo jets because of financing
difficulties.
The airline is Airbus’s biggest customer for
the double-decker A380, having ordered 58
of them.

Brits to Relax LAGS Rules
A UK government source has told The
Times newspaper that scientists in
Germany have been carrying out secret
tests on new screening technology
designed to detect bottles of potentially
explosive liquids that could be used to
make bombs.
The new technology would allow the
liquid ban to be lifted at a limited
number of airports before the end of
the year.
“The restrictions will start to be
removed in six months to a year’s time
and passengers will be allowed to carry
any size bottle they like inside their
hand luggage, just as they were before
the summer of 2006,” the source told
the newspaper.
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 TOP SUPPORTING AGENCY IN N.Z.
FOR HYATT  NTH AMERICA EACH MONTH

WINS SIX BOTTLES OF WINE
�

Represented in New Zealand by Discover the World Marketing
T : 09-623 4293  DX : EP82525  E : info@discovertheworld.co.nz

GDS Code: HY

Every eligible dollar spent at Hyatt
earns valuable Hyatt Gold Passport points

Hyatt Hotels & Resorts
North America & The Caribbean

PARK HYATT

Park Hyatt hotels are small and discreet, with a sophisticated

residential style designed for the individual traveller seeking

personal attention, unparalleled business amenities and luxurious

facilities. Distinctive features include city-centre locations,

gourmet dining and exceptional concierge services.

UNDERSTATED.   SOPHISTICATED.   REFINED.

bmi Prepares for Takeover
London-Heathrow’s number two
carrier, bmi, has suffered a loss of
£100m last year compared with a
profit of £7m in 2007. The privately
controlled carrier confirmed, however,
that it is close to completing a takeover
by Lufthansa that will secure its long-
term future.
bmi is comprised of three businesses: a
regional carrier, budget outfit bmibaby,
and a medium-haul airline based at
Heathrow. This latter operation is
coveted by rivals because it controls
more than 10% of the slots at
Heathrow.
The Guardian reports that bmi has
confirmed that Lufthansa, which owns
just under 30% of the carrier, was
preparing to acquire chairman Sir
Michael Bishop’s majority stake of
50% plus one share. It said EU anti-
trust approval and a green light from
the Civil Aviation Authority were the
only obstacles to the deal.
Virgin Atlantic has expressed an
interest in joining any takeover of
BMI’s mainline operation as it seeks to
increase competition against its
biggest transatlantic rival, British
Airways.

Safety Warning on B777s
The US National Transportation
Safety Board has issued an “urgent”
recommendation calling for the
redesign of an RR engine component
to prevent a loss of thrust in the 777s.
The NTSB says that interim safety
measures put in place on 220 Rolls-
Royce-powered B777 airliners with
an engine flaw are “insufficient” to
prevent the risk of a fatal crash.
Its recommendation follows two
reports of engines losing thrust
aboard 777s, including a British
Airways jet that crash landed at
Heathrow in JAN08. Both cases
involved a buildup of ice restricting
the flow of fuel to the engine, the
NTSB said.
The safety agency also asked the
Federal Aviation Administration to
require that airlines be forced to
install the redesigned fuel-oil heat

exchangers in Boeing 777-200
engines within six months of the new
part’s certification.
The Times says that the NTSB’s report
will increase the pressure on BA to
ground 15 of its 777s, the airline’s
most profitable aircraft, until the
flawed component can be replaced
with a redesigned part.
BA, Singapore Airlines, American
Airlines and Delta Airlines had all
been hoping to continue using the
interim safety measures for another 18
months until the modified heat
exchanger was ready to be fitted.
The problem of ice blockages has
grown in recent years with the
popularity of ultra-long-haul flights
over the poles, meaning that many
more aircraft are flying at a high
altitude in extremely cold air for
several hours.

mPass Tops Downloads
More than 1500 Air New Zealand customers
embraced the new mPass for the iPhone in the
last seven days. mPass allows users to
download their Air New Zealand boarding
passes in barcode form onto their mobile
phone, and also allow pax to view up to date
flight booking details.
The mPass application was released for
download on the Apple Store site late last
month and has so far generated considerable
interest in the marketplace, being the number
one download in the travel category, and the
top business application download in all
categories (5th overall) for free downloads.

Air New Zealand has

welcomed the

Government’s job

support proposal. CEO

Rob Fyfe says that if the

global economic turmoil

caused Air New Zealand

to further reduce

capacity and consider

redundancies, the airline

would embrace the

Government subsidised

nine-day fortnight

initiative.

Finnair will begin enforced time off

for some 700 pilots next month to

cut costs. The staggered layoffs will

last at least one week for each pilot,

Finnair said. The airline earlier

announced unpaid time off up to

1,700 cabin stewards and air

hostesses in April and May.
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CRUISING

New Look for Carnival Sensation
The 2,052-passenger Carnival Sensation has
undergone a multi-million-dollar renovation
and emerged with a host of new facilities and
features, including a sprawling water park,
an exclusive adults-only retreat, and
redesigned tropical themed main pool.
Ninety-eight balconies were also
incorporated onto existing ocean view
staterooms and a new Circle C facility for
12- to 14-year olds was added, as well.
Carnival Sensation is the fourth “Fun Ship”
to receive the “Evolutions of Fun”
refurbishment upgrades, joining the Carnival
Imagination, Carnival Inspiration, and
Carnival Fantasy which have already been
renovated.  The four remaining Fantasy-class
ships will be refurbished over the next few
years.
A highlight of the “Evolutions of Fun”
upgrades is Carnival WaterWorks, a
sprawling aqua park designed to appeal to
guests of all ages. Towering over Verandah
Deck, the expansive open-air facility

includes a 300-foot-long water slide – the
longest at sea – along with twin 82-foot-long
racing slides and various water spray

apparatus. Another signature element is the
redesigned main pool area.  Located mid-
ship on Lido Deck, the area has a distinctive
resort-style ambiance, with colorful,
oversized umbrellas, thatched roofing,
vibrant tile work and other tropical-themed
design elements.

Millennium Off for Repairs
The 91,000-tonne Celebrity Millennium sailed out of
Auckland on Sunday night without passengers. The ship is
headed for the Thales Australia dry-dock at Sydney’s
Garden Island Naval Base following the cancellation of her
15MAR 14-night Auckland/Sydney cruise after developing
problems with her starboard propulsion system.
Millennium is expected to leave the drydock on 25MAR
and resume her scheduled programme, which will see her
sail from Sydney on 29MAR on a final 14-night cruise to
Auckland before making a repositioning voyage to
Vancouver via Hawaii.

‘2 for 1’ on The World’s
Most Beautiful Voyage
Agents are reminded that Scandinavian specialist,
MyBentours, has a 2-for-1 offer on Hurtigruten’s
Norwegian Coastal Voyage, whose ships
uniquely call in at all the towns along Norway’s
scenic coastline.
For all new bookings on the full round trip made
between 04-31MAR09, a ‘2 for the price of 1’
deal applies for travel on selected dates in the
prime summer months of JUL, AUG & SEP09.
This offer cannot be combined with any other
special discount offer on this voyage and is not
available on suites.  Bookings can be made
online (register at www.mybentours.com.au), by
calling toll-free to 0800 443510 or emailing
scandinavia@bentours.com.au

Eight RCI Ships for Europe in 2010
Royal Caribbean International has announced the
deployment of eight ships in Europe for 2010.
The line is offering cruise itineraries ranging
from four to 14 nights, and three- to five-night
cruisetour vacation extensions, in the
Mediterranean, and Northern and Western
Europe.
In addition to the Freedom-class Independence of
the Seas – the largest, most amenity-filled ship to
sail in Europe – Royal Caribbean also will
position three Voyager-class ships in the region
for the first time, with Adventure of the Seas to
make her European debut and join sister-ships
Navigator of the Seas and Voyager of the Seas.
Also sailing European waters in 2010 will be
Brilliance of the Seas, Jewel of the Seas,
Splendour of the Seas and Vision of the Seas.
In all, Royal Caribbean is unveiling 57 unique
Europe itineraries, visiting 22 countries and 55
ports. Bookings open immediately for 2010
Europe cruises and cruisetours aboard all ships.

Celebrity 2010 Europe Season
Celebrity Cruises has opened its 2010
Europe and transatlantic cruise and
cruisetour season for bookings on its
brand-new Solstice class ships Celebrity
Constellation, Celebrity Equinox or
Celebrity Solstice.
Celebrity Eclipse, the first Celebrity ship
to be homeported in England and
sourced primarily from the UK market
when she makes her debut next year, will
offer a varied lineup of new 11-night and
longer cruises to the Mediterranean, the
Baltic Sea, and the Canary Islands.
Celebrity Equinox will sail a series of
12-night voyages throughout the
Mediterranean.
Celebrity Solstice will offer 10- and 11-
night Eastern Mediterranean as well as
13-night Holy Land cruises.
Celebrity Constellation will sail 12-night
Scandinavia and Russia and seven-night
Mediterranean sailings.
Pre-cruise escorted land tours ranging
from three to five nights in length are
available with each of these cruises. All
cruisetours are fully escorted and include
hotel accommodations, in-tour
transportation and baggage transfers, and
some meals. They also include ample
time for independent sightseeing,
shopping and dining.
Call Cruise Holidays on 09-523 7788 ex
AKL only or 0508 CRUISE (278 473).
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JUST CRUISING ....

Alaska  Cruises   from $399*

Alaska Cruise Tours   from US$949*

Coastal & Pac NW Cruises   from US$59*

Europe Cruises   from US$899*

Canada & New England Cruises   from US$599*

Tel: 09-444 2298

Fax:09-442 4228

CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITE* plus applicable fuel supplement

THIS WEEK’S 5-DAY FLASH SPECIALS

INDIA
14 Nights from NZ$7535

Departing Kolkotta 28SEP09, 120CT09,

02NOV09, 16NOV09, 04JAN10, 18JAN10,

01FEB10, 15FEB10, 01MAR10, 15MAR10

CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS

ITINERARY
Kolkotta, Serampore,

Barrackpore, Chandernagore,

Kalna, Plassey, Metiari,

Kushbagh, Farraka Barrage,

Munger, Nalanda, Patna,

Sarnath, Varanasi

Cruise Slowly on the Ganges

ACCOMMODATIONClassic International Cruises 2009-10 Program
Cruise World says Classic International
Cruises has released its 2009-10 itineraries
and a first supply of brochures has arrived.
Classic International Cruises has, for the last
four years, based a ship in Freemantle over
the Australian summer.
The current season is about to finish, with
CIC’s flagship Athena repositioning to
Europe. This 37-night Line Voyage from
Freemantle to Harwich departs 27MAR and
there are last-minute deals on this cruise for
clients who can “up sticks” and go.
Cruise World’s Cherryl Brown says they are
delighted with the response from happy and
satisfied NZers who have cruised  this season
onboard the Athena. CIC reports strong
repeat business this season, with as many as
50% of guests having cruised with CIC before.
Cruise World notes growing interest from the
NZ market with the introduction of a series

of cruises to/from Adelaide mid-JAN to mid-
FEB 2010. These itineraries are short
duration 2 to 7-night voyages, and include
cruises to Tasmania, and Kangaroo Island.
The Line Voyages, repositioning the ship
from Athens to Fremantle (14NOV09, 34
nights), and the return Line Voyage
Fremantle to Nice (14MAR10, 35 nights),
represent incredible value with a great line
up of ports enroute. The voyages are priced
from as little as A$159pp per night,
including port and handling, taxes and
gratuities.
Single travellers have the option of booking
on a sole occupancy basis, and unlike many
cruise lines, CIC continues to offer an option
of share accommodation in specific cabin
grades.
Call 09-917 4440, 0800 500 732 or email:
info@cruiseworld.co.nz

Hamurana in New Hands
Rotorua’s award-winning boutique hotel
Hamurana Country Estate has new owners
and a new name.
rotoruaNZ.com reports that Steave and
Graziella Novella have renamed the hotel
Hamurana Lodge and are soon to begin
upgrading the property.
The new owners are familiar with Rotorua
tourism, having previously owned a small
hotel there with a concentrated guest list
from their native New Caledonia. They aim
to provide the highest possible level of
services for discerning clients looking for
luxury country-style accommodation with a
difference.
The lodge’s restaurant is now open to non-
guests and offers a new French-inspired
menu with a New Zealand and French wine
list.

Langham Hotels International has

promoted Brett Butcher to the new role of

Chief Executive Officer. Mr Butcher, an

Australian, has been with the luxury hotel

operator for seven years. In that time he

has held various roles, including Senior

Vice President of Sales, Marketing &

Brands, as well as Senior Vice President of

Langham Place Operations. He was also

the Managing Director of Langham Place,

Hong Kong overseeing the opening and

initial operation of this successful hotel.

Statistics NZ reports that total short-term

commercial accommodation nights

declined 3% in JAN09 compared to JAN08.

The agency said the drop was mainly due

to a 7% fall in guest nights from

international visitors. Domestic guest

nights declined 1%.

http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://francistravelmarketing.cruisefactory.net/pdf/197694/India.pdf
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Enviro Silver
for Rotorua TOP 10
Rotorua TOP 10 has recently
received a confirmed rating of
Qualmark Enviro-Silver. It is the
first holiday park in the North Island
to achieve this rating.
rotoruaNZ.com reports that the
property is also rated four star plus
by Qualmark.
Among the actions it has
progressively taken to reduce its
impact on the environment: It is part
of the LoveNZ recycling promotion;
it has removed hot water storage;
installed gas reticulation throughout
the park; employed energy saver
lighting; and reduced water
consumption by purchasing high-
efficiency front-loading washing
machines.

Win a Famil Trip to Asia
Active Asia has launched its new
2009 Asia Brochure and to celebrate
is giving agents a chance to win a
free space on one of its upcoming
famil trips.
Upcoming famils include the
Mekong (Vietnam & Cambodia) and
the Philippines. Active Asia’s agent-
only website has details and the
entry form - visit
www.activeasia.co.nz/agents

TATS Special - Puka Park Resort, Pauanui

Flight Centre Business Travel Opens in Hamilton
Flight Centre has launched a Flight
Centre Business Travel office in
Hamilton, the second such shop of its
kind in the country.
FC’s corporate travel operations
manager, Angie Dudley, said there
was a gap in the market for a
dedicated small to medium business
travel specialist, and is excited about
the new facility in Hamilton East’s
Grey Street.
“…we are able to talk face-to-face
with our local customers. We’re not

simply a voice at the end of the phone,
we become an extension of our
customer’s team.”
Ms Dudley said the success of its first
store in Albany on Auckland’s North
Shore, which opened late last year,
prompted the move to open another in
Hamilton, dedicated to servicing the
local business community.
A third Flight Centre Business Travel
store is set to open in Tauranga later
this month.

Tree Hut Chalet $190        Bush Chalet $245
Prices are based on share twin/double occupancy and include GST,
Breakfast daily and 30% off Spa Treatments.
Book a Tree Hut Chalet and get a free upgrade to a Bush Chalet.
Book a Bush Chalet and get a free upgrade to an Executive Suite.
Upgrades are subject to availability.
And that’s not all :
Stay 2 or more nights and receive a $50 Food & Beverage Voucher
per room per stay.
Stay 5 or more nights and receive a $150 Food & Beverage
Voucher per room per stay.
Valid for travel 01APR09-31AUG09.  Closeout applies over the
Easter period.
Eligibility: All Industry.
Visit www.tats.co.nz  for full details

fiji me Roadshow - SKYCITY
Tourism Fiji last night hosted around 300 travel agents at
the SKYCITY Convention Centre in Auckland.
The five-hour Roadshow extravaganza featured a banquet dinner with
presentations from 19 Fiji travel partners, many of whom had flown in for the
occasion. Tourism Fiji also flew in a unique Suva secondary schools’ bicultural
dance group to entertain the guests.


