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It’s all there at
www.thailand.net.au

MEXIPLAN AIRPASS

FROM JUST US$90 ONEWAY

CLICK HERE

Travel Agency Business for Sale
Seize this opportunity for an

independent career with a quality brand.

Enjoy the relaxed atmosphere of a

sophisticated beach resort town.

You’ll be guaranteed more time to

work, travel and enjoy life.

Apply in confidence

POBox 121, Whitianga. monett@xtra.co.nz

Annual Guest Nights Remain Steady
Total guest nights in short-term commercial accommodation in
the 2008 year were similar to those recorded in 2007, says
Statistics New Zealand. Guest nights in both the North and South
Islands were also similar to levels recorded in 2007.
Seven of the 12 regions had fewer guest nights in 2008 than in
2007, with Otago, Bay of Plenty and Waikato showing the largest
decreases. The Wellington, Canterbury and Auckland regions
showed the largest increases. Three of the five accommodation
types had more guest nights in 2008 than in 2007, with hotels
showing the largest increase, and motels the largest decrease.
For the DEC08 month, total guest nights were 3% lower than in
DEC07. This fall was due to a 5% decrease in international guest
nights and a 1% decrease in domestic guest nights.
In DEC08, guest nights were 2% lower in the North Island and
4% lower in the South Island, compared with DEC07.
Nine of the 12 regions had fewer guest nights, with Bay of Plenty
and Canterbury showing the largest decreases and Waikato the
largest increase.
Guest nights decreased in all five accommodation types in DEC08
compared with DEC07.
Motels had the largest decrease and contributed more than two-
thirds of the decrease in total guest nights.

Australia’s favourite

now wants to be your favourite

Register to book online now at
www.driveaway.co.nz

your favourite
WHOLESALER

now wants to bebe
WSELF DRIVE 

WHO?

New on our Website:

Click Here

Quality on a budget with United’s standard fleet

aged between 3 and 5 years

Canada & Alaska 2009

(09) 360 7311
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

Brochure out now
with cruising, rail, culinary, spa

& wildlife experiences.

View online
 50% Companion Fares
   Sales now extended
     to 31 March 2009
Travel to 30 June 2009

http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=357
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
http://www.bentours.com.au
http://www.southpacifictravellers.co.nz
http://www.topdog.co.nz
http://www.thailand.net.au
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
http://www.driveaway.co.nz
http://www.nzonline.org.nz/alphacampervanrentalsaucklandchristchurch.htm
http://www.viewbook.co.nz/books/world_journeys/2009_canada_alaska/index.html
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=357
http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=285
http://www.bentours.com.au
http://www.southpacifictravellers.co.nz
http://www.topdog.co.nz


20090213                             www.travelmemo.co.nz

NEW ZEALAND
Treble Cone Attracts Buyer Interest
The Southland Times reports that the owners
of Treble Cone have been talking with
several interested parties after an approach to
sell the ski area.
Treble Cone chairman Nat Craig is quoted as
saying that a sale would be considered only
if it was in the best interests of the
shareholders and the ski area’s future.
The board has confirmed that Treble Cone
will be fully operational this year. Seasons
passes are now on sale and offer skiers and
riders some of the most attractive rates for
many years.

The ski area’s existing shareholders bought
Treble Cone seven years ago to “secure its
future as a community asset and make sure it
was developed and not stripped of its assets,”
Craig told the paper.
The board says it will be injecting new
capital into the company this year to fund the
unexpected capital expenditure which is
necessary to keep the business operational,
and which has already been completed.
Additional funding has been agreed with
their bankers and the share issue
underwritten by the majority shareholder.

New Developments at Cardrona
Cardrona Alpine Resort is expanding its
terrain facilities for the 2009 season by
creating a new trail down the Arcadia Basin
which will suit more advanced skiers and
boarders.  The new trail is being certified by
FIS, which means slalom and GS races can
be held, and it provides a training area for
race teams early morning.  It will also have a
$1m snowmaking upgrade and with this, the
entire resort will be covered.
Cardrona Snowsports Manager, Bridget
Legnavsky, says “We have been looking at
this area for some time and now having

snowmaking, and a new trail will challenge
advanced skiers and riders as well as help
free up other areas of the mountain which are
currently being used for training.”
In addition, improvements to the 22ft half
pipe and freestyle areas are being done in
preparation for the inaugural Winter Games
as well as the World Cup.
Full details of the early bird season passes
will be announced when they go on sale next
week. Cardrona is scheduled to open from
26JUN-04OCT09.
www.cardrona.com.

Corporate and association ‘event buyers’ are being encouraged to attend
Central NZ Conference Expo - a free event being held on 11MAR09 at
Palmerston North Convention Centre.
Attendees will learn about clever cost saving measures, and smart ways to
market. www.centralnzconferenceexpo.co.nz

Big Win for CHC Jazz Festival
Headliners
The Blind Boys of Alabama, headline act at
the New Zealand International Jazz & Blues
Festival in Christchurch 13-19APR have this
week been honoured with a lifetime
achievement award at the 51st Annual
Grammy Awards in Los Angeles.
It celebrates their 65 years of music-making
and went with the Grammy they won for best
Traditional Gospel Album. The singers had
already won four Grammys, in consecutive
years 2001-2004.
The Blind Boys of Alabama are due to
perform at the James Hay Theatre, on
Wednesday, 15APR.
www.jazzfestivalnz.com.

Tourism on The Coromandel will

benefit from this week’s

announcement that construction of

a two-way bridge at Kopu to replace

the old one-lane bridge over the

Waihou is due to start in July as part

of the Government’s $500m

infrastructure boost.  The 480-metre

replacement work is expected to

take about 18 months.

Warbirds Over Wanaka
Sales Open
Tickets for the Warbirds Over Wanaka
airshow confirmed for Easter 2010 have been
released for sale, and prices are higher than
for the 2008 show.
Three-day Gold Pass tickets are $395,
compared with $365 two years ago, while a
three-day general admission ticket for adults
has increased from $140 to $165.
A new $250, three-day Silver Pass category,
which includes grandstand seating further
along the runway, with food and alcohol
tents provided nearby and priority purchase
of memorabilia, is offered for 2010. This
pass is only available in advance with limited
numbers.
Everyone who buys any adult ticket before
30NOV09 goes into the draw to win a flight
in a Mustang.
www.warbirdsoverwanaka.com

The Rodney District Council and

CyberCom have formed a

partnership to provide wireless

internet connectivity at the Orewa

Beach Top 10 Holiday Park on the

Hibiscus Coast.

Auckland City Council is calling on

hospitality and tourism

entrepreneurs to submit

expressions of interest to

redevelop and operate the tea

kiosk building on Maungawhau –

Mt Eden as an interpretation

centre and café.
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AUSTRALIA

Roadshow to Spread Sunshine
Tourism Sunshine Coast (TSC) and eight
local tourism operators will cross the Ditch
next month on their annual trade mission to
New Zealand. The trade mission roadshow
01-06MAR will see reps from Tourism
Sunshine Coast, Caloundra Tourism, Crowne
Plaza Pelican Waters, Discover Maroochy,
Mirvac Hotels & Resorts, Novotel Twin
Waters, Sunshine Coast Convention Bureau,
The Point Coolum and Underwater World.
The visit is aimed at lifting growth from the
Kiwi market, which remains the Sunshine
Coast’s most significant international market
but which has flattened in the past 12
months. In the year ending SEP08 more than
80,000 New Zealanders visited the Sunshine
Coast.

the Sunshine Coast’s international market.
The next largest market is the United
Kingdom on 20%.
TSC general manager Russell Mason says
one of the most exciting aspects of the trade
mission was the level of involvement from
local Sunshine Coast operators.
“It is fantastic to see local operators
supporting the mission as it is an important
part of our overall strategy for the New
Zealand market along with a range of
consumer campaigns, other trade events and
public relations.
“The timing of the visit is excellent as we will
reach more than 360 travel agents just prior to
Easter and the mid-year holidays, when New
Zealanders are traditionally looking to plan
their escape from the chill of winter.”The New Zealand market makes up 30% of

Sunshine Coast Trade Mission Dates
The Tourism Sunshine Coast trade mission
roadshow functions will be held in the following
locations:

Auckland 02MAR Quay West Suites

Wellington 04MAR Duxton Hotel
Dunedin 06MAR Mercure Hotel

Timings at each venue are 1730-1930.
Travel Agents are in the running to win one of
three 5-night holidays to the Sunshine Coast as
well as other great prizes.  They simply attend
one of the Sunshine Coast functions to go in the
draw to win the prize package, based on
two adults.

Victoria’s Fires – an Update
Tourism Victoria has put in place a Victorian
Tourism Crisis Plan, and a key priority of
Tourism Victoria’s immediate efforts is to
work with tourism industry colleagues who
are directly and indirectly affected by this
disaster.
While part of Victoria’s tourism industry has
been impacted by the fires, many of the
state’s natural assets, regional towns, tourism
businesses and products still offer unique
tourism experiences.
These include tourism offerings in
Melbourne, along the Great Ocean Road,
Phillip Island, the Mornington Peninsula,
Geelong and the Bellarine Peninsula and the
Murray.
The majority of Victoria’s world renowned
wine regions remain unaffected.  These
include The Pyrenees, Grampians, Heathcote,
Rutherglen, Bendigo and the Murray.
Visitor Information Centres and the Victorian
Tourist Information Service are encouraging
all visitors to make informed travel decisions
and are encouraging visitors to check
information websites.
A brochure Travelling in the Great Outdoors:
Bushfire Safety Tips is being distributed to
travellers via Visitor Information Centres,
even if they are travelling to a region not
affected by fire.
Travel along the Sydney to Melbourne
Touring Route is not recommended.
For updates on rail and bus transport visit
VLine http://www.vline.com.au/
index.aspx?sid=0
Before travelling visitors are encouraged to
check the Vic Roads website http://
traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au or call 13 11 70.

Companion Deals on The
Ghan, Indian Pacific Extended
Rail Plus advises that sales of the 50%
companion fare offers on The Ghan and
Indian Pacific have been extended to
31MAR09 for travel up to 30JUN09.
Click Here for details of The Ghan offer
and Click Here for the Indian Pacific offer.

WA Golf Map
Golf Tourism Western Australia has
launched its new WA Golf Map and the
state’s Trade Marketing Representative NZ,
Lisa Blackburn, says limited supplies will be
available in the next couple of weeks, so
trade can contact her direct for copies.
The fold-out map, produced in conjunction
with Tourism Western Australia and with
assistance from the RAC, includes over 65
courses from as far north as Kununurra to as
far south as Albany and Esperance.  “It will
be a valuable tool for anyone planning a
golfing trip to WA as well as proving useful
in helping golfers find their way from one
course to the next once in WA,” says Lisa.

The Windsor Restoration on Hold
The current economic climate has forced
Melbourne’s Hotel Windsor to postpone its
planned A$45 million renovation, announced
18 months ago.
The 126-year-old grand dame
was to be restored to its former
glory in a two-year project to
modernise the 180 guest
rooms, install a restaurant in
the basement, revamp public
areas and restore its two
heritage lifts to full use.
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Australia’s Northern Territory 
Information Evenings

INCLUDES: Drinks, nibbles and prize draws every night.
REGISTRATION: Email tourismntnz@xtra.co.nz with the 
following details: Agency details, names of consultants & which 
venue you would like to attend 

Katherine                  Uluru / Ayers Rock        Kakadu         

Wildlife, wilderness, outback skies, Aboriginal art 
& culture.  We know what goes with the Territory.

Tauranga  Monday 23 February  Hotel on Devonport
Wellington  Tuesday 24 February  Duxton Hotel
Christchurch  Wednesday 25 February   Crowne Plaza 
Auckland  Thursday 26 February   Sky City
Hamilton  Friday 27 February  Novotel Hotel

Lady Salsa on the Gold Coast
Conrad Jupiters launches its new Jupiters Theatre stage
show extravaganza, Lady Salsa, from 27FEB09.
Starring Trinidad Rolando as Lady Salsa, it features an
international cast direct from Havana, and charts the
dynasty of the revolution alongside the progression of
Cuban dance and music from its earthy slave rhythm roots
to today’s sexy and exuberant routines.
The show plays Tue-Sun plus 1pm Matinee performances
on Wed and Sat.
Ticket prices start from A$88 for adults.

Emirates Tasman Fares Super Sale
Emirates has released a range of low-cost fares across the
Tasman, starting from $140 one-way inclusive of all non-
airline taxes and levies. Sales run until Friday 20FEB.
AKL-MEL   $140 one way  /  $331 return.
AKL-SYD    $154 one way  /  $352 return
AKL-BNE    $156 one way  /  $356 return
CHC-SYD    $141 one way  / $326 return
Various conditions apply and there some travel blackout
periods.

Animal Hospital Encounters
The Australian Wildlife Hospital at Australia Zoo, which
features in the TV series Outback Wildlife Rescue, makes
good TV but also offers visitors a unique behind-the-scenes
look inside. Located next to Australia Zoo at Beerwah near
Caloundra on Queensland’s Sunshine Coast, the A$5 million
facility has guided tours four times a day. Tours allow
visitors to see operations, specialist medical treatment,
rehabilitation, and animal nursery areas first hand.
The hospital, the largest of its kind in the world, is the major
project of Australia Zoo Wildlife Warriors Worldwide, the
conservation charity founded by Steve and Terri Irwin.
Costs vary depending on whether participants are also
visiting Australia Zoo. In conjunction with admission to
Australia Zoo on the same day: Adults - A$35, Children -
A$20, Family of 4 - A$95. www.wildlifewarriors.org.

Canberra could be SYD’s Second Airport
Canberra Airport has released its 2009 preliminary draft 20-
year master plan, in which it says it is better placed than any
other aviation facility between Melbourne and Brisbane to
provide a secondary aviation hub to Sydney Airport, which is
expected to be at or close to capacity within the next two
decades.

Captain Cook Cruises is showing its support for the
victims of Victoria’s bushfires by donating to the Red
Cross Victorian Bushfire appeal A$2 from every adult
and child who cruises on their Sydney Harbour and
Murray River fleet this weekend.

It points out that a high
speed train link could
shuttle passengers
between Sydney and
Canberra in as little as
50 minutes. The prospect
of a very fast train
linking Sydney and Canberra, and possibly even Melbourne
was included in an Infrastructure Australia shortlist of
projects warranting further analysis. At a cost of A$32 billion
to A$59 billion, the Sydney-Canberra-Melbourne very fast
train link was the most expensive project on the shortlist.
The airport plan report says “Canberra Airport submits that
the use of an existing major airport facility, such as Canberra
Airport, will significantly mitigate the economic cost to the
Commonwealth of this infrastructure.
“For example, the cost of developing a new international
airport between Sydney and Canberra, with a dedicated high
speed rail link to Sydney, would be substantially greater than
extending a high speed rail line to Canberra and utilising
existing airport facilities at Canberra Airport.
“Furthermore, a high speed train link to serve a second
Sydney Airport in Canberra would not simply serve the needs
of the Airport site, as it would at a greenfields Airport site,
but would also serve the significant population catchment in
and around the ACT.”
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SOUTH PACIFIC

‘Kids Cruise Free’ in Fiji…
Captain Cook Cruises is offering free
cruising on all its 3, 4 and 7 night Fiji cruises
for kids aged between 8-18 years. ‘Kids
Cruise Free’ is on sale until 31MAR09 and
valid for travel until 31MAR10.
Not only are children free, but they get their
own cabin, per accompanying adult room, so
kids and parents can have their own private
room. Children’s cabins can sleep up to four
children.
On MV Reef Escape discovery-style cruises,
adults and kids will enjoy an intimate and
personal experience of the Yasawa Islands
off the north-west coast of the main island of
Fiji.
Inclusive of all school holidays right across
the period, the offer comes complete with all
meals and activities with prices starting from
NZ$1349* per family of up to five for a

three-day/two-night Yasawa Islands ‘Club’
cruise.
Price is based on two adults and up to three
children 15 years and under sharing their
own cabin.  Single children 15 years and
under sharing with parents also cruise free.
The ’kids cruise free’  two cabin family offer
also applies to the boutique island cruise
operator’s four-day ‘Club’ cruise itinerary
and four and seven day ‘Gold Club’ cruise
programs.
Blue Lagoon Cruises’ crew are highly
experienced with the company’s younger
passengers with all cruise programs offering
special facilities for children including
special mealtimes, cots and highchairs.
*Conditions apply. Prices include taxes and fuel
surcharges. Please note prices do not include
international airfares or beverages (other than tea and
coffee).

Govt Funds Air NZ Islands Subsidy
According to the Samoa Observer, the New
Zealand Government has agreed to subsidise
losses for one year on Air New Zealand’s
Apia to Los Angeles weekly flight. It quotes
Samoa’s Prime Minister as saying his
Government had made the subsidy request
while Helen Clark was the prime minister
and they had since discussed the issue with
John Key.

The agreement gives one further year of life
to Air New Zealand’s Los Angeles to Apia-
Tonga and Auckland weekly flight.
The Samoan PM told the paper that the link
to the US was “very important” to the tourism
industries of Samoa and Tonga.
 Air New Zealand had reportedly asked Tonga
and Samoa to provide a subsidy of US$2.5
million each to keep the service going.

Aquarius Rarotonga has been put on
the market this week with the owners
keen to find a local buyer for the
property opposite Rarotonga airport.

The Vanuatu Tourism Office has
appointed Global Tourism Interface
(GTI) as the new representative of
Vanuatu in Australia.

ASIA

Club Med Main Course
Club Med Marketing Manager Kaarin
Gaukrodger and her team this week hosted a
launch function / cooking demo at
Auckland’s Main Course cooking school at
which she launched the new CM imagery for
the re-opened Club Med Nusa Dua, Bali.
Kaarin also used the occasion to conduct a
lucky draw from among the Club Med
Trident Rewards Top Sellers. The winning
Silver Agent for 2008 was Amy Grant from

Flight Centre Birkenhead, who won a five-
night stay for two at any Club Med in the
Asia Pacific (except Bintan). The Winning
Gold Agent for 2008 was Philippa Davies
from Stephen Gillngham House of Travel,
who took away a 7-night Club Med holiday
for two.
Those attending the function sampled
Balinese Prawn Curry with Java Noodles,
washed down with French wines.

It seems that Lunar New Year fireworks set off by CCTV, China’s state television
broadcaster, may have caused the huge fire that engulfed the neighbouring 30-storey
cultural centre that was to house the Mandarin Oriental’s flagship China hotel. There
are reports that CCTV has apologised publicly for the gutting of the landmark tower.
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New Look for Club Med Bali
The 393-room Club Med Bali has re-opened after extensive renovations costing five million
Euros. The upscale improvements included the reception area, main bar, which includes a
terrace bar by the beach, pool sundeck, theatre lounge, and Mandara spa. The latter offers nine
single treatment rooms and five double rooms.
The new-look main restaurant offers a choice of cuisine – Japanese, Chinese, Korean, Indian,
Western and local delights – each served in a corner of its own.
A footbridge takes guests to the buffet area. Designed around this buffet area are four dining
rooms – each with a different ambience – for guests to choose from.

THE AMERICAS
LAN South America Airpass for 2009
LAN has released details of its 2009 South
America Airpass, valid for travel 01APR09–
31MAR10. The Airpass offers a wide range
of travel options within and between 10
countries in South America.
The Airpass now has two booking options –
H and B – to increase options of availability.
Rates are in USD, and fuel surcharges are
now additional whereas last year fuel was
included in the sector price. The airline is
also offering two fare levels solely to tour
operators, with a minimum of two coupons
for passengers who arrive in South America
with LAN.
Another addition to the new Airpass is the
option of the new Premium Economy Class
on LAN’s Airbus A320 fleet within South
America.

Travellers can
access over 50
destinations on
LAN’s South
American
network with
coupons starting
at US$89 for up
to 900km
coverage.
The “online”
levels are for
arrivals on LAN,
while the “offline” levels are for arrivals on
other oneworld carriers which, in the New
Zealand market’s case, means QF.
Click Here to download the folder.

Fight Over Central Park Horses
Animal rights activists are fighting to have
New York’s famous Central Park horse-
drawn carriages banned on the grounds of
cruelty, and they are backed by an ambitious
councilman who is proposing a law change.
They say the horses — many of which
previously served the Amish community —
are terrified by city conditions and forced to
work in extreme heat and cold.
But drivers say their horses are well fed,
rotated so that they work only a few months
a year, and under constant government
supervision. As many as 200 horses, all with
cute names, work the park in shifts and the
death of any of them makes news in the
city’s newspapers and television stations.
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50% Discount Offer
from Intrepid
Intrepid Travel is offering
travellers a 50% discount on a
second trip to Latin America,
either for themselves or for a
travelling companion for
adventures booked by 28 February
2009.  Trips must be valued at
$1000 or more with the lesser
valued trip will be the one
discounted.  The promotion is the
perfect opportunity for your clients
to sample Intrepid Travel’s diverse
range of trips to the region.
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Vancouver Offers CAD100 Gift Card

Until 31MAR09, Tourism Vancouver is
offering visitors a free CAD$100 gift card
for downtown Vancouver’s Pacific Centre
shopping mall with every two-night stay
booked at any of 25 participating Vancouver
hotels. To view the list of participating hotels
or book, visit www.tourismvancouver.com/
giftcard

First Nth American
Shangri-La Opens
The Shangri-La Hotel, Vancouver has
officially opened, occupying the first 15
floors of a new 61-storey tower, the tallest in
Vancouver.

New Brochure: Footloose 2008/10
TrekAmerica has introduced its premium brand
Footloose into the New Zealand marketplace.
Prior to the release of this stand-alone brochure,
selected trips were featured in the TrekAmerica
brochure.
Footloose offers over
45 camping, lodging,
walking and family
discovery itineraries
throughout North,
Central and South
America.  With an
average group size of
11 people, the tours
have been designed
to meet the needs of
the more discerning
clientele, with higher levels of comfort, more
inclusions and knowledgeable local tour leaders.
New for 2009:
• Arrival night accommodation included.
• In North America private customised 15-seater

Ford vans with individual captain’s chairs,
increased head room and larger windows.

• Two guides on all camping and walking
holidays (excl. Alaska departures and groups
under 8 pax).

• Top quality camping tents and equipment.
• Freshly prepared, delicious meals whilst

camping.
• Nine new tours:  Grand Canyon & Havasupai

In-Depth; Yosemite & Lake Tahoe In-Depth;
Olympic & Mount Rainier In-Depth; New
England Explorer; Atlantic Maritimes; Oaxaca
Pacific Trek; Baja-Copper Canyon Trek;
Moonstone Inca Trail; and Trekking Patagonia
In-Depth.

Adventure World is the NZ GSA for Footloose.

LAN Matches Kids Fly Free
to Argentina
LAN has released a special fare to
Argentina in response to QF’s Kids Fly
Free initiative.
The AKL/BUE fare is $704 ($100
surcharge ex WLG/CHC/ZQN) and
allows one child free.
The points of difference against the QF
deal:
• LA’s fuel surcharge is commissionable

because it is a Q surcharge included in
the fare build ($155 each way) –
therefore total fare including fuel
$1014 is commissionable at 5%.

• The fare is also available through to
other Argentinian points, not just
BUE.

• Fare is available for travel AKL-SCL-
BUE or AKL-SYD-BUE.

Click Here to download the details.

MID EAST / AFRICA

New Airline for Mexicana
Grupo Mexicana has announced that
the group has won a concession to
operate a new feeder airline that will
complement the routes currently
covered by Mexicana and Mexicana
Click.
The new airline will enable Grupo
Mexicana to reestablish services and
connections previously provided by
extinct low-cost carriers.
It will also stimulate the economy,
creating over 500 direct new jobs
and 1,000 related sources of
employment.
The new airline will make its debut
soon with Bombardier CRJ-200
flights from Guadalajara to Puerto
Vallarta, Torreón, Veracruz,
Monterrey, Chihuahua and Ciudad
Juárez, among other routes.

South African tourism remained buoyant
in 2008 with foreign arrivals for the ten
months to the end of OCT08 up 5.4%.
Arrivals from Australasia were up 6.3%.
Tourism Minister Marthinus Van
Schalkwyk, speaking in Cape Town, said
this followed an 8.3% growth rate in
2007, a year during which SA exceeded
nine million foreign arrivals. He noted,
though, that they have begun to see some
decreases in month-on-month figures.
South African Tourism’s GM Australasia,
Bangu Masisi, who was in Auckland

briefly on Tuesday to promote World Cup
2010, said that New Zealand arrivals into
South Africa, per head of population, were
greater than Australia’s. She told guests at
a luncheon in Auckland that, regardless,
SAT does not have a budget for trade
marketing in New Zealand. She said that if
agents can find their way to South Africa,
the NTO can provide plenty of land
content.

South Africa Still Enjoying Growth
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The 119-room hotel is the first hotel in North
America from luxury Asian hotel group, and
boasts one of the continent’s highest staff to
guest room ratios.
Guestrooms average 52sq m, making them
among the largest in Canada. The hotel also
boasts CHI, The Spa at Shangri-La, the
group’s signature spa brand; and MARKET
by Jean-Georges, the first restaurant in
Canada for three-star Michelin chef Jean-
Georges Vongerichten.
To celebrate the opening, the hotel has
created and introductory package available to
31MAR09 and starting at CAD$345,
including a CAD$100 credit per stay towards
any service or facility within the hotel.
www.shangri-la.com/vancouver
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Dubai Discount
Adventure World has an earlybird special at
the 5-star Hyatt Regency Hotel in Dubai for
travel 14MAY-19SEP09.  Book and deposit
by 31MAR09 and clients will receive a $55
discount per room per night.
That means a sea-view room is now from
$204pp share twin per night including
breakfast. The Hyatt Regency is located in
Deira just five minutes from the Gold Souks
and shopping areas.  The hotel offers comfort
and high service standards and facilities
include a pool, gym, spa, tennis courts, five
restaurants, seven bars and the Hyatt Golf
Park.  Call AW on 09-539 8103.

bmi Double Daily Heathrow-Tel Aviv

Bahrain has delayed plans to establish
an independent ministry of tourism in
the country because the economic cri-
sis has left the government strapped for
cash to support it, reported UAE paper,
The National.
The proposed ministry, which was to
open in April, would have acted as a pro-
motional body for the tourism sector,
which officials expect will contribute
25% to the country’s GDP by 2016.

Star Alliance MidEast Airpass

bmi is to double its services between London
Heathrow and Tel Aviv from 30MAR, with
an A321 morning and evening service from
LHR and the first and last flight of the day
from TLV.
Those travelling in Business Class can enjoy
bmi’s free Chauffeur Drive service at both
ends of the route from March; and a chef
onboard and 18 fully-flat beds with 82 inches

of legroom following the introduction of
bmi’s three-class A330 aircraft from 03MAY.
The flights offer connections from Glasgow,
Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Manchester, Belfast
and Dublin.
The A330 flights will be fitted with fully flat
beds in Business Class and a Premium
Economy cabin with 30 seats configured
with 50 inches of legroom.

A ‘High Five’ to Malamala
MalaMala Game Reserve, one of the only
Southern African properties to publish
annual records of their Big Five sightings,
has just released its wildlife statistics for the
year 2008.
Adventure World says it is not hard to see
why countless travellers return time and time
again to share in their safari experience.
• The Big 5 were recorded at MalaMala on

all but nine days last year.
• Rhino were seen every single day of the

year - with 15OCT yielding 28 different
sightings.

of 112 different leopard sightings a month.
• There was a 98.2% success rate of lion

sightings - with 45 different lion sightings
on 9 days during the year.

• Elephants eluded rangers on just one day
in 2008.

• Buffalo were seen on 363 days, with a
herd in excess of 300 animals viewed an
average of 20 times a month.

Adventure World has a 3-day/2-night safari
experience from $2252pp share twin,
including two nights accommodation at Mala
Mala Main Camp, all meals and return road
transfers from/to Mala Mala Airfield.
Call Adventure World on 09-539 8100.

Travelling throughout the Middle East has
been simplified by the launch of a Star
Alliance Middle East Airpass.
The introduction of the alliance’s 12th fare
product has been made possible following
the joining of Egyptair last year, offering
alliance customers 28 destinations in 13
countries - Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan,

Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, United Arab
Emirates and Yemen.
Air travel on these routes can be purchased
for between US$110 and US$210 per
coupon and each Middle East Airpass can
contain between five and 10 coupons.
Travel within the region can be round trip,
circle or open-jaw in economy class and
may last up to three months.Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Oman, Qatar,

EUROPE

• Leopards were seen on all but three days
during the year, with a staggering average
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VisitBritain Returns
VisitBritain has re-opened a New Zealand
office and Sally Holyer has commenced her
role as Marketing Exec NZ for the NTO,
based at the British Consulate in Auckland.
Holyer is responsible for VisitBritain’s
consumer marketing activity in New Zealand
and will work to capitalise on the baby-
boomer market, forecast at 12% growth in
the next few years, and also seek to leverage
the emerging multi-cultural youth segment.
Her activities also include working with key
trade partners.
VisitBritain says it plans two major themes of
consumer marketing activity - Classic Britain
and Dynamic Britain - which will form the
basis of campaigns here over the next 3 years.
The Classic Britain campaign will do a
“David Attenborough”, taking an irreverent
look at The Secret Life of The Brits and the
eccentricities of British life via six themed
personalities. This will be promoted via
lifestyle media, banner advertising and online
newsletters.
Dynamic Britain aims to engage the
Generation Y audience through Alt Albion –
an alternative view of the traditional image of
Britain. VisitBritain and Air New Zealand, its
airline partner for Alt Albion, will use key
opinion leaders from music, fashion, film and
television, art and sport in New Zealand and
match them with opinion shapers in Britain.
This month, seven of them will embark on an
Alt Albion tour of Britain and will feed back
their opinions via blogs on www.altalbion.co.nz
Footnote: Around 233,000 New Zealand visit
Britain each year, spending $514 million.
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World’s Largest Art Exhibition
The Royal Academy of Arts in London’s
Piccadilly, was founded by George III in
1768 as Britain’s first institution devoted
solely to the promotion of the visual arts
and to raising the standing of art and
architecture.
Its Summer Exhibition, the largest open
contemporary art exhibition in the world,
comprises 1,200 works selected from
around 10,000 works submitted by both
established and unknown living artists.
The theme of this year’s exhibition,
08JUN-16AUG, is Making Space.

Bordeaux Wine Tours
Wine tour specialist BKWine has launched
two new and exclusive wine tours, 14-
18OCT and 11-15NOV. Both tours go to
Bordeaux and include private visits and
tastings at châteaux and gourmet meals with
matching wine and food. Travellers arrive in
Bordeaux on the Wednesday evening and
from then on all is taken care of by BKWine:
accommodation; lunches, often as guests at a
chateau, with gastronomic food and wine;
tastings and meetings with winemakers and
owners; expert guiding by a BKWine wine
guide; and transport.
The full programs are at www.bkwine.com.

Save 20% - The Most Beautiful
Voyage in the World
MyBentours has announced a 20% saving is
currently available on Hurtigruten’s
Norwegian Coastal Voyage, commonly
known as the most beautiful voyage in the
world due to the breathtaking scenery
encountered along the way.
Every day of the year a Hurtigruten vessel
leaves Bergen for an 11-night round trip
voyage to Norway’s Far North port,
Kirkenes.  Delivering mail and supplies to
towns and tiny settlements along the coast of
Norway, while taking in the spectacular
scenery and rich cultural experiences, makes
this best-selling voyage a unique and
exciting journey.  On-board facilities include
spacious panorama viewing lounges, large
sundecks, restaurant, bar, first class cabins
with private facilities.
A 20% saving is valid on all new bookings,
for travel on the full round trip between
APR–SEP09, when booked and paid in full
by 31MAR.  Trade Res and enquiries on
Freephone 0800 443510 or email
Scandinavia@bentours.com.au. Brochures:
Stocklink.

Big Brother Still Growing
The Times of London reports that the UK
Home Office is building an intelligence
centre with a database that will track and
hold the international travel records of all 60
million Brits.
It will reportedly store names, addresses,
telephone numbers, seat reservations, travel
itineraries and credit card details for all 250
million passenger movements in and out of
the UK each year. The computerised pattern
of every individual’s travel history will be
stored for up to 10 years,
the UK Home Office is said to have admitted
that the database is also expected to monitor
people’s travelling companions.

Irish Launch World’s First
International Geopark
Ireland’s Marble Arch Caves Global Geopark
is the world’s first International Geopark.
The caves cover an area of 18 hectares and
have been recognised by UNESCO due to
their internationally important geology and
environment. This geodiversity has created a
unique region that features characteristic
rugged limestone landscapes, extensive
forests and swathes of rare blanket bog.
The landscape has influenced the lives and
farming practices of its inhabitants
throughout history and there are many fine
examples of the interaction of people with
the land dating back over 6,000 years.
The Marble Arch Caves Global Geopark
represents a geological timeline that extends
unbroken over 330 million years.
It is located is in the heart of rural Ireland’s
cross border region of counties Fermanagh
and Cavan.  www.marblearchcaves.net
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Renault Eurodrive Early Bird Special Pricing
Renault Eurodrive says it is making car
leasing the best-value holiday travelling in
Europe in 2009. There are no surcharges to
counter the fall of the New Zealand dollar
against the Euro, and there are 7 free days
leasing with all 21-day bookings, and an
upgrade from their smallest 3-door hatch to a
new, 4-door Megane Berline Diesel Coupe
from $59 difference in total leasing costs.
It means that a Megane Coupe – using only
4.5 litres of diesel for every 100km of driving
– can be had from $1849 for a total 28 days
travel with full insurance and no excess in 44
European countries, unlimited kilometres,
24-hour road assistance, and full factory
warranty if booked and paid by 31MAR09
for pick-up any time up until 31DEC09.
As well, there’s free delivery and return in
twenty French centres, and a 50% discount
on delivery and return charges in fourteen
other centres in eight European countries
including England.

Want to change the driver? Yes they can, and
there is no extra charge. The minimum age
for a driver is 18 years, and there is no
maximum age limit.
Customers have the freedom to extend their
contract during the lease and can alter the
return location to any of the 34 centres while
travelling if their itinerary changes. Extra
charges are applicable if the car is returned to
a centre outside France.
The Renault Eurodrive package includes a
selection of brand new Renault models
allowing you to choose from the Compact
Clio to the 7-seat Grand Espace people-
mover and the luxurious Laguna Coupe. New
to the range for those wanting to ski in the
French Alps is the all-new Koleos 4x4 which
was launched in New Zealand in OCT08.
Contact Gail O’Neil, the New Zealand
Eurodrive Manager, for further information
on 0800 807 778 or visit
www.renaulteurodrive.co.nz
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TOURS
Sell Family Holidays While Kids Fly Free
Now is a great time to sell family holidays
with the release of the Qantas Kids Fly Free
campaign, and Adventure World is promoting
its collection of family adventures with Tauck
Bridges, Explore and G.A.P Adventures.
AW says the holidays have been carefully
selected to offer a wide range of travel options
to suit all generations. From introducing
children to the wilds of Africa on a Namibia
Cheetah Safari to the unique cultures on a
Costa Rican family holiday staying in the
heart of the jungle.
• On a Tauck Bridges package, families can

explore some of America’s most beautiful
and fascinating places; discover centuries
of culture and history in England, France,
Spain and Italy; or share the wonders of
nature in Costa Rica, the Galapagos
Islands, and Tanzania. Three new trips for
2009: Cruising the Blue Danube; Once

Upon A Time, Budapest to Vienna; and
Majestic California, The Pacific,
Redwoods & Yosemite.

• This year Explore has introduced 11 new
trips to the collection of 48 family
adventures they operate throughout the
world (Europe, Africa, Middle East, Asia
and the Americas).  Expect loads of
activities on offer, from kayaking to
tropical snorkelling, and canoeing to camel
and elephant riding and cycling.

• G.A.P Adventures Top 5 families trips are:
#5 Vietnam; #4 Egypt; #3 Galapagos &
Peru; #2 Italy; #1 Costa Rica.  With 21
family tours to choose from G.A.P
Adventures can also take families to
Borneo, Spain, Mexico, the Amazon,
Nepal, India or the Serengeti in Tanzania.

For brochures and reservations phone
Adventure World on (09) 524 5118.

AVIATIONInsight Using Social Networking
Insight Vacations is using the online social
networking trend as a means to interact with
its market, and stimulate sales.
The company reports seeing a big increase in
the number of people logging online not just
to gain and exchange information, but also to
interact with each other.
Member numbers of Insight’s online Bulletin
Board member numbers are up 46% and
Insight says that as well as using the Bulletin
Board for information and to share views,
people are also using the tool to find and
recruit travel buddies, who they then meet in
person on tour.

Members Tour last August, building an
itinerary tailor-made to the needs of a tight
knit group of friends who had met using the
tool.
Planning for another tour is under way and
will be hosted by Insight’s global managing
director John Boulding, who is also an active
member on the forum.
Located on www.insightvacations.com/
bulletinboard, Insight Vacations’ Bulletin
Board offers travellers and agents alike a tool
to be used at any time, being simple to use
and providing users access to the experiences
and opinions of travellers from all around the
world.Insight ran its first-ever Bulletin Board

New Fare Search Tool from Emirates
Emirates Airline is now offering travellers
an enhanced on-line travel planning tool,
which builds itineraries by combining
Emirates flights with low cost airline
connections outside the Emirates network.
www.emirates.com/nz uses the latest
technology to provide passengers with a
host of on-line features. Now complete
travel itineraries can be built by combining
the flight schedules of both Emirates and
the six low-cost airlines – AirAsia, easyJet,

featured on the travel site.
Search results instantly display the most
appropriate complete itinerary, together
with the lowest available fares. Booking can
then be completed online within minutes on
each separate airline website.
Customers can access Connection Search by
navigating to the ‘Plan & Book’ section and
selecting ‘Low Cost Airline Onward
Connections, beginning, for example, with
Auckland or Christchurch as their starting
point.clickair, IndiGo, JetLite and WestJet –
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Jetstar Ends Surcharges
Jetstar has fully removed fuel surcharges on
trans Tasman, international short and long
haul A330-200* services in Australia and
New Zealand in response to lower oil and jet
fuel prices.
Effective from midnight 12FEB09 Jetstar
removed its existing A$25 fuel surcharge on
trans Tasman services, A$35 surcharge on its
short haul Asian services and A$68 surcharge
on international long haul services.
* Excludes point of sale Japan

Jetstar to Interline
The Centre for Asia Pacific Aviation reports
that Jetstar has announced the future
introduction of interline ticketing with an
initial ten international carriers.
To be initially launched with Qantas from
mid-MAR09, Jetstar is planning interline and
ticket settlement agreements with a number
of Asian and European international carriers
providing seamless ticketing for both airline
customers and the travel industry. Jetstar’s
interline ticketing will be available on GDS.
Jetstar CEO Bruce Buchanan made the
announcement during an address to the Low
Cost Airline World Asia Pacific 2009
Conference held in Singapore.
CAPA quotes Mr Buchanan as saying the
future introduction of interline ticketing
would allow Jetstar access to new markets
where it previously did not have a presence.
 “For example, with Qantas we will be able
to offer German customers itineraries such as
Frankfurt to Singapore and then Singapore
on to Ho Chi Minh City with Jetstar Asia or
Singapore on to Darwin with Jetstar’s
Australian operated services.”

Emirates Adds Flights in Australia
Emirates has beefed up its schedule in
Australia with the introduction of a second
daily service from Brisbane and a third daily
service from Melbourne. Each will operate
non-stop and lift the airline’s weekly
capacity to 63 flights to four Australian
gateways.
Closely following the launch of Emirates’
A380 service to Sydney on 01FEB, the
additional flights will introduce over 3600
seats per week per direction.

Vegas Valentine’s Quickie
Air New Zealand Grabaseat runs $1 reserve
auctions every Thursday and today is
offering one spontaneous couple the
opportunity of a lifetime – a quickie
marriage in Las Vegas on Valentine’s Day.
The package includes return flights for four
people to Vegas – flying out of Auckland
tomorrow at 7:30pm to arrive in Las Vegas
in time for a wedding on Valentine’s Day. It
also includes three nights’ twin-share
accommodation and a Viva Las Vegas
Wedding Package in which Elvis will not
only walk the bride down the isle but will
also perform to celebrate the occasion.
The amazing deal is being offered with a $1
reserve price, and bidding ends tonight at
7:30pm.  www.grabaseat.co.nz

Cathay Charity Results
Cathay Pacific Airways and UNICEF has
announced that more than NZ$2.5 million
(HK$10 million) was collected through
“Change for Good”, the airline’s inflight
fundraising programme, in the 2008
programme period. The money was raised by
collecting spare change in many different
currencies from passengers on Cathay
Pacific flights.
Most of the money goes to UNICEF to help
in its projects to improve the lives of
underprivileged children around the world.
Including the 2008 contribution, Cathay
Pacific has donated more NZ$22.75 million
(HK$91 million) to the organisation over the
past 18 years.
In addition to the donation to UNICEF, an
average of one month’s proceeds from the
inflight fundraising programme will go to the
Cathay Pacific Wheelchair Bank – an
initiative set up in 1996 to improve the
mobility of Hong Kong children suffering
from neuromuscular diseases.

Airline Consolidation Opponent
The Chicago Tribune Online reports that the
chairman of a US House of Representatives
committee overseeing airlines says it should
be harder for carriers to work together on
setting prices and schedules.
U.S. Republican James Oberstar introduced
legislation last week to raise standards for
granting antitrust immunity to airlines. He
said competition among carriers is declining,
resulting in higher fares, especially on routes
between the US and Europe.

Delta Air Lines has announced that it

and subsidiary Northwest Airlines

will stop using about 170 gates at

airports throughout the US as the

merged carriers consolidate

operations. Branding will become

uniform at airports internationally

by the middle of next year.

Two oneworld carriers have this

week posted significant third-quarter

losses. JAL has announced a US$428

million loss, and British Airways has

revealed a UK£85 million loss.

Seoul’s “Hub Lounge”
Special Opening Offer
As part of its Grand Opening celebration in
Seoul’s Incheon International Airport, the
Hub Lounge is offering all passengers who
fly Korean Air a 40% discount voucher.
Normal entry to the lounge is US$35, but
with voucher this reduces to US$21 (approx
NZ$40).

Facilities
in the
lounge
include
hot food
& beverages, liquor, shower facilities,
internet access, Wifi, TV, latest international
magazines, up to date flight information and
more.
Traditionally only business class passengers
have had access to airport lounges but with
Hub Lounge any passenger can experience
the same facilities for a relatively small cost.
 For vouchers, contact KE sales support via
email sales@koreanair.co.nz  with PNR/
Ticket details.
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The Boeing 747 celebrated 40 years of

flying on Monday. The first prototype took

off in Seattle on its first test flight on

09FEB69 and the plane, which was 2½

times bigger than anything before it, once

in commercial service, proved an instant

winner. Some 1,412 B747s have been

delivered.

Visa’s Airport
Meet and Assist Service
The hassle of waiting in queues at
airline check-ins and immigration
counters will become a distant memory
for Visa Platinum cardholders
following the launch of a new Airport
Meet and Assist Service.
Visa Platinum cardholders can now
enjoy arrival and departure assistance
at more than 20 airports in Asia Pacific,
the UAE and the UK, including SIN-
Changi, BKK-Suvarnabhumi, Beijing
and Shanghai, Dubai and Heathrow.
Visa Platinum cardholders make a
reservation for the Airport Meet and
Assist as well as Airport Transfer
Services with one phone call, online or
via e-mail. Upon arrival at either the
departure or arrival airport, cardholders
will be greeted at the gate and escorted
through a fast-track customs and
security check. When departing,
designated personnel will manage the
check-in process and escort cardholders
through customs and security.
To offer the service Visa has partnered
with EXTRA, the largest network of
executive airport meet and assist
services in Asia Pacific and one of the
three biggest chauffeur drive booking
networks in the world.
In addition to the Airport Meet and
Assist Service, Visa Platinum
cardholders can also avail themselves
of premium airport limousine services
at more than 500 cities in 40 countries
and territories.
www.visaplatinum.co.nz.

Russia May Stop Collecting Tolls
Russia’s Federal Anti-monopoly Service is
intent on abolishing overflight fees charged
to foreign airlines for transiting airspace
over Siberia on routes between Europe or
North America and Asia. ATWOnline says
these fees, estimated at US$200-$400
million per year, traditionally benefit
Aeroflot.  Russia’s Transport Ministry,
however, is reportedly opposed to scrapping
the charges before 2014, when Russia will
host the Winter Olympics in Sochi.

Singapore Airlines Group suffered a 43%

drop in profit in the three months to

31DEC08, from S$590m to S$337m. The

result is put down to massive fuel hedging

losses and falling revenue.

CRUISING
Windstar Cruises to the Canaries
Windstar Cruises, which operates a three-ship
fleet of luxury yachts, has announced two new
7-day sailings to the Canary Islands in NOV09
on Wind Spirit.
More than 10 years have passed since Windstar
Cruises has offered a Canary Islands itinerary
and the line’s return sees Wind Spirit departing
Lisbon on 14NOV with visits to Casablanca and
the seaside resort town of Agadir, Morocco,
before sailing to ports of Lanzarote, Las Palmas
and Santa Cruz de Tenerife in the Canary
Islands.
On the 21NOV09 sailing, Wind Spirit will
depart Santa Cruz de Tenerife and cruise to Las
Palmas, Lanzarote, Agadir and Casablanca
before arriving in Lisbon.
Cruise rates start at US$1,999pp double
occupancy.
A variety of optional shore excursions will also
be available, including a Moroccan dinner with
belly dancing in Casablanca, a sightseeing trip
to Marrakech, a camel trek in Agadir, hiking
and cave exploring in Las Palmas and volcanic
crater expeditions and wine tasting in
Lanzarote.
These excursions will be available for advance
purchase online at www.windstarcruises.com.

Thousands of passengers off Rhapsody of

the Seas were forced to disembark at a

buoy in the middle of Sydney Harbour this

week because all other shipping berths

are being used. They were ferried ashore

in lighters. The Sydney Ports Corporation

says it is a first for the port.

Book Early & Save on
Hurtigruten’s Antarctic Voyages
Hurtigruten is offering an early booking
saving of 10% on its popular Antarctic
voyages:  ‘Antarctic Peninsula’ 12-Days,
‘Emperors Antarctica’ 16-Days and
‘Shackleton’s Antarctica’ 21-Days, all ex
Buenos Aires.
These provide an expedition style voyage
with cruise ship comfort aboard the most
modern explorer ship in the world, the MS
Fram, which has 134 cabins including mini-
suites, full suites and Grand Suite.
“Fram takes your clients on a trip of a
lifetime,” says MyBentours NZ Sales
Manager Carol Wisker. “They visit the most
pristine continent in the world, an amazing
spectacle which a team of experts brings to
life with stories of past heroic explorers and
much more.”
A 10% saving is valid on all new bookings
for sailings 2009-10 when booked and paid in
full by 30APR09.
Call 0800 443510 or email
Scandinavia@bentours.com.au.
Brochures: Stocklink.

Page 12

This is the newly updated Air France

brand image unveiled yesterday.

The two words

have been run

together and the

Pegasus symbol

given a

contemporary

twist.
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Experience the Cook Islands’ two iconic resorts!
The Rarotongan Beach Resort & Spa ~ Rarotonga’s best beach resort, right on Aroa 

Lagoon Marine Reserve, best beach location, right on the sunshine coast,  

a wealth of complimentary activities, glorious sunsets and more! 
Aitutaki Lagoon Resort & Spa ~ experience THE BEST VIEWS ON EARTH OF THE 

WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL LAGOON from the only resort set on the world’s most 
beautiful lagoon, Aitutaki Lagoon  - yet just � minutes from the main island! Sublime! 

 

The Rarotongan Beach Resort & Spa 
 

Enjoy some great R+R @ The Rarotongan! 

ONLY $99 per night!  
� RUN OF HOUSE $99  

� Max 7 nights @ $99 rate (can be a split stay with Aitutaki Lagoon Resort & Spa)  
 

Aitutaki Lagoon Resort & Spa 
 

Experience the best views on Earth of the world’s most beautiful lagoon!  

ONLY $99 per night!  
� RUN OF HOUSE  $99  
� Max 7 nights @ $99 rate  

BOOKING TERMS & CONDITIONS:  
SALES: to �8FEB09    

TRAVEL: to 31MAR09   

� Rate is ROOM ONLY – does not include daily tropical breakfast 
� Rate is per room per night (single/double/twin), in NZ$, + includes 12.5% VAT 

� THIRD ADULT RATE: NZ$ 60 per night, at either resort. Breakfast Not Included.    
� Offer available ONLY to FRONTLINE IATA Travel Agents actively marketing and selling  

the Cook Islands – must quote IATA number at time of booking 

� Subject to availability. Additional nights can be purchased at standard Special Agent Rates.  

� Standard booking prepayment and cancellation terms & conditions apply 
Valid for New Bookings Only  

  

� CONTACT: sales@tats.co.nz 
for more information call the team at TATS on (09) �567050 

or see www.tats.co.nz  
 

� www.TheRarotongan.com   
� www.AitutakiLagoonResort.com  

EXPERIENCE THE SPIRIT OF THE SOUTH SEAS !!EXPERIENCE THE SPIRIT OF THE SOUTH SEAS !!EXPERIENCE THE SPIRIT OF THE SOUTH SEAS !!EXPERIENCE THE SPIRIT OF THE SOUTH SEAS !!  
      

Compares!Compares!Compares!Compares!  
    

NothingNothingNothingNothing  

Busy Time for Auckland Port
Ports of Auckland’s Overseas Passenger
Terminal is a hive of activity this week
with the port hosting an all time record
number of cruise ship calls.
Between Monday 09FEB and Sunday
15FEB, 12 cruise ships visit Auckland,
shattering the previous record of nine set in
FEB07. Auckland is hosting 25 cruise
ships this month and on nine days will
have two cruise ships in port. Yesterday the
port handled three ships – Queen Victoria,
Tahitian Princess (on her maiden call) and
Nippon Maru.

ACCOMMODATION

Makeover for Silver Wind
Silversea Cruises has completed a
multimillion-dollar renovation of Silver
Wind.
Among the key elements of the project was
the addition of an Observation Lounge
(seating 60 guests) and a Spa, Beauty Salon
and Fitness Center on the forward section
of Deck 9, altering the ship’s exterior
appearance with floor-to-ceiling windows
that wrap around the new space.
A new two-floor, glass-enclosed elevator
was also installed connecting Decks 8 and
9.
A number of the 149 Suites have been
reconfigured and all Vista and Veranda
Suites have had custom-built TV cabinets
added. All Suites now have flat screen
TVs, new sofa, armchair, desk, vanity,
night tables and headboard, new carpets,
drapes and bed coverings, and updated
bathroom fixtures and bathtubs, including
new marble countertops, walls and
flooring.

Hotel Rooms on Sale @ $79
Accor has announced the largest-ever hotel sale staged
in New Zealand and the Asia Pacific region.
One million rooms across Accor Asia Pacific’s
network will be on sale 24-26FEB, with some 110,000
room nights in New Zealand available for just NZ$79
per night for hotel stays between 01APR–31JUL09.
This represents a discount of over 75% off the full
rack rate for some hotels featured in the sale.
A total of over 250 hotels in 15 Asia Pacific countries
are available in the sale. Hotels under the Pullman,
MGallery, Grand Mercure, Novotel, Mercure, all
seasons and Ibis brands are included in the sale.  The
sales open at www.accorhotels.com/supersale on
24FEB.

Make the Most of Monet
The Duxton Hotel Wellington is offering a $195
package - ‘Monet and More’ – which includes a
Deluxe room for up to two guests and tickets for two
adults to see the ‘Monet and the Impressionists’
exhibition at Te Papa 14FEB-17MAY.
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Go to www.tats.co.nz for full details and conditions and to complete your booking form 
For further information contact TATS on  

Tel: (09) 2567050  or  e-mail: sales@tats.co.nz  

 
 

This flyer issued 10Feb09 is based on current exchange rates as at 8.00am 10Feb09 and is subject to change at anytime without notice 
due to currency fluctuation until such time as full payment is received.  

 
 

 

 

FIJI PACKAGES 
Including Air NZ Return Firm Space  

Economy Class Fares  
 

Valid for sales to 28Feb09 and for travel to 31Mar09 
All prices are NZ$ per person and are based on share twin/double occupancy.  New Bookings only.   

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Taxes are not included and are additional  
All packages are ex AKL – please add on $50 per person for departures ex WLG or CHC 

 
 

 
 
 

 
PLEASE CONTACT TATS FOR ADDITIONAL NIGHT RATES ON ALL PACKAGES   

See www.tats.co.nz for full details and conditions. 

ELIGIBILITY:  IATA TRAVEL AGENTS PLUS ONE COMPANION – either 
spouse/partner, parent or child. 

RADISSON RESORT
4 Night Stay 

  

$515 per person 

 in a Lagoon Guest Room  

SHERATON & 
WESTIN RESORTS 

3 Night Stay 
  

$534 per person 

 in a ROH Room 

 WARICK RESORT
3 Night Stay 

  

$445 per person 

 in a ROH Room 

SONAISALI  ISLAND 
RESORT 

3 Night Stay 
  

$423 per person 

in a Beachfront Hotel Room  
Includes Breakfast Daily.  

PLANTATION ISLAND 
RESORT 

5 Night Stay 
  

$685 per person 

 in a ROH Hotel Room. Includes FJ$200 
Food & Beverage Credit per room per stay 

TREASURE ISLAND 
RESORT 

3 Night Stay 
  

$46�  per person 

 in an Oceanview Bure 

Show your TATS Membership Card at Senikai Spa’s Airport Isa Lei Express at 
Nadi International Airport and receive  20% discount off treatments and 

Essence of Viti products

A great opportunity to try out Air New Zealand’s recently refurbished 767 & A320 aircraft offering 

every passenger individual on- demand touch-screen entertainment in the back of their seat. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Go to www.tats.co.nz for full details and conditions and to complete your booking form 

For further information contact TATS on  
Tel: (09) 2567050  or  e-mail: sales@tats.co.nz  

  

This flyer issued 10Feb09 is based on current exchange rates as at 8.00am 10Feb09 and is subject to change at anytime without notice 
due to currency fluctuation until such time as full payment is received.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

FIJI PACKAGES 
Including Air NZ Return Firm Space  

Economy Class Fares  
 

Valid for sales to 28Feb09 and for travel to 31Mar09 
All prices are NZ$ per person and are based on share twin/double occupancy and include Air NZ 

fares ex AKL. New Bookings Only.  

  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Airline Taxes are not included and are additional  
All packages are ex AKL – please add on $50 per person for departures ex WLG or CHC 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
PLEASE CONTACT TATS FOR ADDITIONAL NIGHT RATES ON ALL PACKAGES   

See www.tats.co.nz for full details and conditions.  

ELIGIBILITY:  IATA TRAVEL AGENTS PLUS ONE COMPANION – either 
spouse/partner, parent or child 

CRUSOES RETREAT
4 Night Stay 

  

$424 per person 

 in a ROH Bure including breakfast 

MUSKET COVE 
ISLAND RESORT 

3 Night Stay 
  

$445 per person 

in a ROH Bure  

Show your TATS Membership Card at Senikai Spa’s Airport Isa Lei 
Express at Nadi International Airport and receive  20% discount off 

treatments and Essence of Viti products 

BLUE LAGOON CRUISES
 4 Day / 3 Night Gold Club Cruise 

  

$1330 per person 

 Includes accommodation on board, all meals, experiences, activities and 

adventures whilst cruising.  
Price does not include Blue Lagoon Fuel Surcharge of $108 per person and is 

additional. 

Accommodation is based on lowest deck, upgrades are available $110 per person 
per deck excluding Sky Deck. 

A great opportunity to try out Air New Zealand’s recently refurbished 767 & 

A320 aircraft offering every passenger individual on- demand touch-
screen entertainment in the back of their seat. 
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Go to www.tats.co.nz for full details and conditions and to complete your booking form 

For further information contact TATS on  
Tel: (09) 2567050  or  e-mail: sales@tats.co.nz  

 

This flyer issued 10Feb09  

 
 

 

 

RAROTONGA PACKAGES 
Including Air NZ Return Firm Space  

Economy Class Fares  
 

Valid for sales to 28Feb09 and for travel as follows: 

     Select Flights only in February 2009 :   
NZ46   AKL-RAR   :   Feb 13, 20, 23, 27  
NZ45   RAR-AKL   :   Feb 15, 19, 22, 26 

and all flights subject to availability from 02Mar09 to 31Mar09 
 

All prices are NZ$ per person and are based on share twin/double occupancy 

New Bookings Only.  
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Taxes are not included and are additional  
All packages are ex AKL – please add on $50 per person for departures ex WLG or CHC 

ELIGIBILITY:  IATA TRAVEL AGENTS ACTIVELY SELLING THE COOK ISLANDS 
PLUS ONE COMPANION – either spouse/partner, parent or child 

RAROTONGAN BEACH 
RESORT & SPA 
7 Night Stay 

  

$623 per person 

 in a ROH Room

RAROTONGAN BEACH RESORT & SPA & 
AITUTAKI LAGOON RESORT & SPA  

7 Night Combo Stay 
  

$935 per person 

 in a ROH Room 
 

Includes 4 nights Rarotongan & 3 nights Aitutaki PLUS return Air Raro Flights. 
Air Raro flights cannot be booked on first and last flights of the day.  

RAROTONGAN BEACH 
RESORT & SPA 
5 Night Stay 

  

$524 per person 

 in a ROH Room

RAROTONGAN BEACH 
RESORT & SPA  
3 Night Stay 

  

$425 per person 

in a ROH Room  

A great opportunity to try out Air New Zealand’s recently refurbished 767 & A320 aircraft 

offering every passenger individual on- demand touch-screen entertainment  

in the back of their seat.
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PEARL’S  PEARLER

Being good at being stupid doesn’t count.

Tel:       09- 449 1449
Mob:   021 1833 643
Fax:      09-449 1436

Kevin Blackford,
Editor/Publisher,
The Memo Limited
21c Commodore Parry Rd,

Milford, Auckland 0620
DX: BP64007

Copyright.  No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced or duplicated,
in whole or in part, without the prior written approval of the Publisher.

editor@travelmemo.co.nz

www.travelmemo.co.nz
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TravelMemo

can always be
viewed
in the

Archive
on our website

TATS Industry Specials
Royal Caribbean & Celebrity
Cruising
Just a reminder that TATS has
agent rates for specified
departures on Royal Caribbean
and Celebrity Cruises as per the
TATS website. Listings of
available cruises at agent rates are
updated fortnightly. See
www.tats.co.nz for full details
Malaysia Airlines
TATS has Business Class and
Economy Class Industry Fares on
MH to Asia, UK/Europe and
India. Valid for sales to
31MAY09.
Eligibility: IATA Travel Agents,
Wholesalers & Consolidators
plus one Companion.
See www.tats.co.nz for full
details and conditions.

Skål Digging Deep
The Skål Club of Auckland’s Christmas Cruise “meeting” provided a
valuable opportunity for fundraising for the Leukemia & Blood
Foundation and members’ enthusiastic purchase of raffle tickets
resulted in $820 being raised.   Here, the cheque is presented to Pru
Etcheverry (Exec Dir of LBF) by Tony Smith, President of Skål Club
of Auckland and Lisa Linn of TT Reps & Marketing.
The LBF is the only organisation in New Zealand dedicated to
supporting patients and their families living with leukaemia,
myeloma, lymphoma and related blood conditions. Funds go towards
funding core services – patient support (services which cost it more
than $1000 per day), information & education, awareness, advocacy
and research. The LBF, which handles more than 900 patient contacts
and general enquiries every month, receives no government funding
and is supported entirely by voluntary donations.

INDUSTRY
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