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Two Name Changes for Nile Hilton

Opera Tour with Dame Malvina

Your Very Own Ireland

New G.A.P Adventures Brochures

Tauck World Discovery 2009 Brochures

IATA - Worst Crisis in Half a Century

China’s Airlines Told to Cut Back

Far-Reaching EU-Canada Deal

Merger Could Break Mould

Virgin Atlantic, Lufthansa Chat

Vietnam May Sell Jetstar Pacific Stake

Record Numbers for Princess Academy

Win a Christmas Gift Basket

Orion Extends P-NG Expeditions
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NCL 2010-11 Program

Four Cruises Lines Axe Fuel Surcharges

Multiple Wins for Dunedin Hotel

Duxton WLG Appointment

Toga CEO Gains National Recognition

Heritage AKL Tennis Special
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Emirates Green Polar Flight to SFO

Adventure World Roadshow Invitation

Emma Zigan Departs

TATS Industry Specials

For Bookings call
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0800 TRAIN TRAVEL

Give your clients the best of the South on a Kirra 
Tours 8 Day Southern Highlights tour. Luxury coach 
travel, quality accommodation and great value!
NEW ZEALAND COACH TOUR EXPERTS!

 8 Day NZ Southern Highlights

For further information contact Kirra Tours on 0508 3675 4772
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For further in

Click here for more information

Australia film locations in the Kimberley include the 
Cockburn Range, Pentecost River, King George Falls and 
the Bungle Bungle Range in World Heritage  
Listed Purnululu National Park.

V3 Tourism Exchange for NZ

Tourism Leaders Discuss Outlook

Treble Cone Gondola Approved

PM to Launch TNZ Innovation

Arrow River Foot Bridge Opens

Pegasus Online Bookings

Marlb Convention Centre Famil

Investigators Eye Kawarau Jet Rival

Fly by Wire up in the Air

Kiwis Shining Light for Australia

New at Port Douglas

Hollywood Could Deliver for Tahiti

Fiji’s Big Spend

Auckland to Aitutaki Examined

Treasure Stay Pay Extends

Bounty Extends Special

Tanoa Pool Closes for Revamp

Saigon- Phnom Penh by Pandaw

Active Asia Welcome Back to Thailand

Exciting Dive Site Created

China Gala Evening Biggest Ever

HKG Extends New Year’s Fireworks

West Hollywood Blog OnePointNine

CLICK HERE FOR FLYER *Conditions apply

HELEN CAMBELL
Tel: 09 966 2549 DDI
staff@topdog.co.nz

Best in Show!

Travel Recruitment Specialist

www.topdog.co.nz
CLICK HERE

 We’re New Zealand’s leading Travel
Recruitment Specialist, so talk to us

about your next career move!
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V3 Tourism Exchange for New Zealand
Air New Zealand’s commitment to the wider
tourism industry has seen it diversify and
acquire a cornerstone shareholding in an
Australian online tourism operation called
Vcubed (V³).
 V³ currently provides its open booking
exchange (OBX™) technology to all tourism
and travel operators and distributors in
Australia, allowing distributors to access
live bookable inventory from tourism
operators in a real-time marketplace.

Air New Zealand Deputy CEO Norm
Thompson says the airline and V³, through a
joint venture, will establish a similar tourism
exchange in New Zealand. It will run as a
standalone business, independent of Air New
Zealand.
“Air New Zealand’s fortunes are inextricably
linked with that of our tourism sector,” says
Mr Thompson. “What’s good for tourism in
New Zealand and our tourism operators will
have natural flow-on benefits for the airline.”

Cost-Effective Distribution
Mr Thompson says a New Zealand exchange
will help local tourism businesses by
providing them with a cost-effective way of
increasing their reach to distributors.
“For example, it will allow a local hotel
operator to offer accommodation directly to
a multitude of online retailers,” he said.
V³ Australia chief executive Shayne
Crockett told the Dominion Post that current

online booking sites bought an allotment of
inventory in hotel rooms or other tourism
product, and onsold it. Large wholesalers
such as accommodation booking website
Wotif.com were eager to join with V³ to
access the best deals, Mr Crockett said.
Vendors paid to use the exchange and could
choose which distributors sold their products,
but distributors did not pay a fee.

Chris Hunter to be CEO
Mr Thompson said former Air New Zealand
General Manager Chris Hunter had been
appointed Chief Executive Officer of the
new business.
Mr Hunter has long been involved in the
tourism and travel business, holding a
number of senior positions, most recently as
General Manager Strategy and Planning for
Flight Centre New Zealand.

During his 21 years at Air New Zealand he
held a range of positions including General
Manager Global Direct Sales.
Mr Hunter said he was excited by the
opportunity to positively contribute to the
ongoing growth and success of the New
Zealand tourism industry, and expects to
make further announcements to the industry
in the first half of next year.

Luxury coaching operator, Orlova South Ltd have been awarded the Qualmark® Enviro-
Silver grading in recognition of their adherence to clean, green initiatives in their business.

Tourism New Zealand is this morning

launching what it believes is a world first

for a national tourism organisation -

capturing the power of marketing

through social networking.  The launch

will be hosted by the Prime Minister and

Minister of Tourism, the Hon John Key.

The $20 million Treble Cone gondola has

been formally approved by the

Queenstown Lakes District Council but the

Otago Daily Times reports that the

developer Snowline Holdings Ltd has put

construction on hold until the economic

climate improves.

  Tourism Leaders See Australia as Critical Driver for 2009
Twenty senior industry representatives met in
Wellington yesterday to discuss the
international economic situation and its
impact on New Zealand’s tourism industry.
Hosted by the Ministry of Tourism and the
Tourism Industry Association (TIA), the
meeting’s goal was to provide a collective
view of the state of the industry.
“While we all agree that this summer is going
to be challenging for many operators
and the outlook for the winter season at this
stage is looking poor, it’s not all doom
and gloom,” said Ray Salter, Ministry of
Tourism General Manager. “Australia is
holding up and the domestic market is likely
to help support many tourism businesses
over the next three months.”
Mr Salter said attendees acknowledged that
some regions and types of tourism
businesses would fare better than others in
the changing environment.
“Areas that have a heavier reliance on our
main long haul international markets
including Asia, the US and UK will be more
negatively affected while those operating
in the Australian and domestic markets are
likely to fare better.”
Discussions reinforced that lead times
between booking and travel are getting much

shorter, making it even more difficult for
operators to plan ahead.
The meeting found that because the global
economic situation is constantly evolving,
quick response systems are needed for
sharing the latest information. The group
supported a regular gathering of collective
industry knowledge and further dialogue.
TIA Chief Executive Tim Cossar said it was
encouraging to see the leading tourism
organisations and operators working together
and sharing information.
“Tourism is a diverse industry but by coming
together to identify our priorities, we can
be ready to take advantage of any
opportunities, and be part of helping New
Zealand’s economy recover,” he said.
“The collective agreement was that Australia
is going to be critical to driving tourism
through the next 12 months.”
Yesterday’s discussion will provide input
into the Ministry of Tourism’s revised
tourism forecasts planned for early in 2009.

Those attending the meeting included
representatives from TIA, the Ministry of
Tourism, Tourism New Zealand, Air New
Zealand, Qantas, the New Zealand Hotel
Council, Inbound Tourism Operators Council
(ITOC), the Motel Association and some major
tourism operators.
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“We want your company....”
FREEPHONE   0800  538-466

Contact Details:

Tel: 09 275 4100

Fax: 09 275 3291

PO Box 53-051

Auckland

International Airport

www.jetpark.co.nz

�

Free 24-hour Airport Shuttle Service

�

24-hour Reception & Porter Service

�

Qualmark Four-Star Rating

�

Close to Onehunga Mall’s Dressmart

Complex - Factory Outlet Stores

�

90 Deluxe Rooms Ideal for the

Corporate Traveller

�

�

Complimentary 14-day Car Storage

�

Te Maroro Restaurant &

Indaba Lounge Bar

IN FLIGHT UPDATE  DECEMBER 2008

        Email : reservations@jetpark.co.nz

Not on Flight Paths

Free Access & Transport to Local Gym

Conferencing Facilities

Catering for On-Site Functions

�

�

� Have you heard?

Our website has been

updated along with our new

booking engine, included

photos and information about

the new deluxe rooms and

long-stay apartments which

are part of the South Wing

that we opened in August this

year.

Sebastian Herrmann,

Operations Manager who is

in-charge of all the website

updates says, “Travel agents,

watch this space…you will be

able to make bookings in the

near future with access to

your negotiated rates using

your own log-in codes on our

website.”

If you haven’t had a chance to

visit the hotel since the new

wing opened, our website

photos will give you a good

feel of the fabulous rooms on

offer.

Are you our next winner?

E-Newsletter Subscription.

Be in to win one night in a deluxe room

by subscribing to e-newsletter

on our website www.jetpark.co.nz

The draw closes on 31 December 2008.

Airport Shuttle Service

New pick-up points now confirmed

Guests can access our 24-hour free shuttle

bus by free-phoning 0800 538 466 or

dialing #18 at the i-SITE free hotel phones.

International Pick Up: Exit Door 9, turn

left & wait at the Shuttle Collection Point.

Air New Zealand Domestic: Door 4.

Qantas Domestic: Door 9.

Apologies for any confusion or

inconvenience caused over the last few

months while Auckland Airport was

working on its roading systems and pick-

up/drop off areas. This work unavoidably

affected our shuttle bus collection points.

Vacancy: Sales Executive,

Jet Park Hotel
It’s been quite a year for the hotel and we would like to thank you for your

support.   We have celebrated our 10
th

 birthday, opened a new wing of 45 deluxe

rooms and three long-stay apartments, and won the 2008 HANZ Excellence in

Marketing Award.

We look forward to being the “Auckland Airport residence of choice” in 2009 for

you and your clients, and we wish you all a safe and enjoyable festive season.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

from all the management and staff of Jet Park Hotel!

We can now confirm the

above pick-up points are in

place for guests.

Have you ever wanted to join our team?

Here’s your chance!

We are looking for an energetic,

passionate person to join our sales &

marketing team to start work in late

January 2008.

This person will mainly be responsible for

travelling to various regions to maintain

and grow our market segments in both

the travel and corporate company sectors

as well as conducting hotel famils/ dinners/

and other marketing events and activities.

We are also looking at developing our e-

commerce channels so there will be some

role to play in this area!

Please contact either Lynn Matthews, Sales

& Marketing Manager or Sonja Herrmann,

HR Manager for a complete Job

Description/ Advertisement or for a

confidential query.  The position is also

advertised on Seek.

sonjah@jetpark.co.nz or 09 275 4100.
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Arrow River Foot Bridge Opens
A new foot bridge over the Arrow River has
opened, improving access to the Macetown
and Motatapu walking tracks which connect
Arrowtown to Wanaka’s Glendhu Bay.
The six-year, $60,000 project was completed
with help to grants from the SKYCITY
Queenstown Casino Community Trust.

The Lobby Bar at Auckland’s SKYCITY

Grand Hotel and The Seasons Bar at
Queenstown’s Oaks Shores have been
voted New Zealand’s favourite hotel bars.

The two bars attracted most votes of any

NZ hotel bar in a recent international
survey of over 70,000 travellers,
conducted by HotelClub.co.nz

Pegasus Set To Launch
Agents’ Online Booking
Pegasus Rental Cars says it is currently
working on the set up of Agents’ Online
Booking facilities and expects to launch this
by the end of JAN09. Watch for details in
TravelMemo.
www.rentalcars.co.nz or call 03-548 2852.

Investigators Eye Kawarau Jet Rival
The High Court has placed a stay on the non-notified
consent granted by the Queenstown Lakes District
Council to Queenstown Water Taxis to take passengers
up the Kawarau River in a jet-boat operation that
would compete with the present sole operator,
Kawarau Jet.
The Otago Daily Times reports that Kawarau Jet
director Andrew Brinsley is concerned a second jet-
boat operator on the river would create a new hazard,
and the company filed for a judicial review of the
consenting process.
Three Maritime New Zealand investigators are
reported to be looking at the safety aspects of having
two jet-boat operations, and a report is expected this
week.

Marlborough Convention Centre’s First Famil

The inventor of Queenstown’s
Fly By Wire adventure
attraction is quoted in the

Otago Daily Times as saying he

is surprised by the muted
response from either
upcoming or established

operators in taking up the

“rocket” adventure tourism
ride in the Wakatipu.  Fly By
Wire Queenstown Ltd

announced it would reopen on

30NOV with a new lessee, but
the date passed without a

lease being finalised.

The Marlborough Convention Centre, a
Scenic Circle Convention Services-managed
complex in Blenheim, has hosted its first
familiarisation.
The two-day extravaganza was organised by
the SCCS sales team with the help of Jenny
Barr, Scenic Circle’s national conference
manager.
Famil participants came from Nelson,
Auckland and Wellington and enjoyed
hospitality from Marlborough Travel,
Portage Resort Hotel, Omaka Heritage
Aviation Centre, Montana Brancott, Explore
Marlborough, Huia Winery, Herzog Winery,
Vintners Marlborough Hotel, Makana
Chocolates and Allan Scott Family
Winemakers.
They enjoyed a breakfast of fresh local
salmon omelettes before Brett Inkster, the

Marlborough Convention Centre’s GM,
gave them a tour of the venue.
Their comments on the facilities and the
region were very positive:
“It is in fact a great space and I look
forward to working with you in the future
and recommending it to my clients.”
- Conferences and Events Ltd – Nelson
“I was very impressed with the range and
quality of facilities and services available.”
- NZ Planning Institute - Auckland
“I think you have it all together when it
comes to conferencing in Marlborough. I
trust in the future I can bring a conference
your way.”- Workz4U - Auckland
“We never knew all that was there! I do hope
to bring our Executive Team across to
Blenheim next year.”
- Datamail – Wellington

AUSTRALIA

Kiwis ‘Shining Light’
for Australia
The number of tourists arriving in
Australia is now lower than seven years
ago, and the figures for the three months to
30SEP08 show 40,000 fewer visited the
country than in the same period last year.
The global financial situation is seen as the
main reason Australia welcomed around
16,000 less international tourists in OCT08
than in the same month last year. The one
bright spot was that Kiwi arrivals for OCT
were still buoyant, up by 9400 or 9%.
The latest Australian Bureau of Statistics
figures show that the biggest slump was in
Japanese arrivals, which were down 27%
or 12,600 visitors. There were also fewer
travellers from the US (4900), China
(4900) and Korea (3000).
According to the Sydney Morning Herald
story, the figures also showed a slowing of
Aussies holidaying abroad.
Tourism and Transport Forum (TTF)
executive director Olivia Wirth is quoted
in the SMH as saying that New Zealand
holidaymakers were the ‘shining light’,
spurred on by increased number of
transtasman flights.
“It seems this improved availability has
saved inbound tourism from an even more
drastic collapse,” Ms Wirth said.
She said the figures could be the start of a
trend towards shorter, more regional travel,
rather than long-haul holidays.
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New at Port Douglas
Coconut Grove at Port Douglas is tropical north Queensland’s
newest luxury accommodation.
Located on Macrossan Street, just 140 metres from Four-Mile
Beach, Coconut Grove comprises 33 one-, two- and three-
bedroom apartments set on three levels.
Highlights include tropical landscaped surroundings, expansive
ocean and mountain views, and outdoor entertaining terraces
complete with private plunge pool and spa.
Coconut Grove’s Terrace Apartments are situated on level one.
Suited to families, each incorporates three bedrooms - twin,
queen and master (with king bed, walk-in robe and ensuite spa
bath). They are well separated from the kitchen and living room
with its plasma TV so children can rest while the parents kick on.
Guests also have their own outdoor terrace that blends seamlessly
with the indoors.
Three-bedroom Balcony Apartments on level two have the added
enjoyment of being able to use the guest swimming pool and
adjoining alfresco dining area, while the Penthouse Apartments
have rooftop terraces. www.coconutgroveportdouglas.com.au

Hyatt Regency Coolum received two awards at the ‘Luxury
Travel Gold List Awards.’  The resort took the award for Best
Australian Golf Resort and Best Australian Family Resort at
this week’s awards ceremony in Sydney. The awards are run
by Luxury Travel & Style Magazine.

SOUTH PACIFIC

Fiji’s Big Spend
Tourism Fiji is embarking on massive marketing campaigns next
year in all its key markets.
The Fiji Daily Post reports that allocations have been set aside for
a massive marketing campaign commencing next year with the
aim of lifting 2009 visitor growth by 5%.
Tourism Fiji’s new CEO Josefa Tuamoto revealed during the
launch of the 2009 Tourism Marketing Plan in Nadi that $5.5
million has been set aside for marketing in Australia while $3.4
million has been allocated for the New Zealand market.
The North American market spend will be $4 million while
Europe gets a spend of $2 million and the UK $1.8 million. A
$4.14 million global marketing campaign is planned and
$1.5million has been allocated for emerging markets.

Auckland to Aitutaki
Cook Islands News Online reports that the Cooks
Government intends to explore the viability of a
direct Auckland to Aitutaki flight.
The country’s recently tabled supplementary
budget includes an extra $200,000 funding for fact
finding missions to source opportunities of direct
and immediate benefit to the country.
“This includes the possibility of providing direct
international flights to Aitutaki via Auckland,”
finance minister Sir Terepai Maoate told the paper.
Cook Islands Tourism chief executive office John
Dean told CINews the idea of a direct Auckland-
Aitutaki charter flight has been around for a while
and his office has now received a direct charter
flight evaluation of the route. This will be
reviewed and meetings are scheduled to progress
the idea along with alternative proposals.
He told CINews that any charter or seasonal charter
flight must be commercially viable right from the
start, and it would require serious seed funding from
government, which must not be put at risk.

Treasure Island Stay Pay Extends
Treasure Island Resort’s current Stay 5 Pay 3
Special, with its bonus Kids Stay, Play and Eat for
F$99 per stay has been extended for sales to
24DEC08 and travel to 30JUN09. The deal also
includes afternoon tea daily, an invite to the
Management cocktail party on Monday evenings, all
non motorised activities and more.
From 01APR09 Treasure has introduced three bure
categories - Island Bure, Ocean View Bure and
Beachfront Bure. All are identical except for their
location on the island.
Your wholesaler has more information or email NZ
sales manager anne@radmarketing.co.nz

Hollywood Movie will Boost Tahiti Tourism
Just as northern Australia is banking on a tourism windfall off the
back of Baz Luhrmann’s epic movie Australia, Tahiti is looking
for similar gains from the Vince Vaughn-produced Couples
Retreat which has just completed filming on Bora Bora.
International media descended on French Polynesia’s “pearl of the
Pacific”, Bora Bora, to follow the filming which has been
described by the Hollywood Reporter as a “comic story about a
couple on the verge of separating who convince their friends to
holiday with them at a couple’s resort on a tropical island.”
Kiwi actor Temuera Morrison joins a star-studded cast which,
along with Vaughn, features Kristen Davis (Sex and the City),
Jean Reno (The Da Vinci Code and Mission Impossible), Jason
Bateman and Malin Akerman.
Couples Retreat, due for release in New Zealand in early 2010, is
set in the 100-villa St Regis Resort Bora Bora which opened in
JUN06 and has since become a favourite playground for a who’s
who list of Hollywood superstars including Nicole Kidman and
Keith Urban, Eva Langoria and Tony Parker and Nicholas Cage.
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Bounty Island Extends Special
Bounty Island Resort has extended its current
Stay 5 / Pay 3 Special, which includes a Kids
Stay, Play and Eat for Free offer and a free trip
to Treasure Island. Sales now run to 24DEC08
for travel to 31MAR09.
Agents are reminded Bounty is perfect for
couples or families seeking a stunning island
experience on a shoe string. Bounty is the
closest Mamanuca island resort to the
mainland and offers the cheapest budget
beachfront accommodation in the Mamanucas
while still boasting air conditioning, mini
fridge and ensuite bathroom, a fresh water
swimming pool, fantastic swimming and
snorkelling, and a more hands-on approach to
learning about the Fijian culture and way of
life
“Why book a lead-in Nadi hotel when you can
pay slightly more and have a beautiful island
stay?” says local rep, Anne Radonich.
www.fijibounty.com

Tanoa International Hotel, Nadi, advises that its
pool (pictured above) has just closed for
upgrade. The new pool, reflecting the hotel’s
status as a 4-star property will reopen on
01FEB09.   Tanoa management apologises for
any inconvenience and looks forward to
welcoming guests to the new complex.

ASIA

Saigon-Phnom Penh by Pandaw
Pandaw has announced that from JUL09 the
brand new RV Indochina Pandaw will make
two-night cruises between Saigon and Phnom
Penh up to three times weekly.
Pandaw already operates 7- and 10-night
cruises from Saigon to Siem Reap. These go
further up the Mekong into the heart of
Cambodia. Pandaw says there is, however, a
real need to offer a city-to-city only link that
will include extensive explorations of the delta
creeks and fascinating time ashore in the delta
towns and villages.
It is intended that this product will be
integrated into Vietnam and Cambodia land
tours and offer a tranquil and picturesque
interlude, with travel in the pampered luxury
of a Pandaw.
The 30-stateroom RV Indochina Pandaw
currently under construction in Saigon will be
completed in January and is a new, boutique
version of the colonial-style Pandaws that have
been plying the rivers of Burma since 1995
and on the Mekong since 2003.
There are, though, the same much-loved
staterooms as on all Pandaw ships together
with spa facilities, fitness equipment, movie
theatre, cocktail bar and single-sitting dining
room. All cabins open to a promenade deck.
Call Francis Travel Marketing for details.

Exciting Dive Site Created
Phuket now boasts an exciting new dive
attraction. Ten aircraft have been
submerged in the Andaman Sea off Bang
Tao Bay in Phuket’s Talang district to form
a new artificial coral reef and dive site.
The four ex Royal Thai Air Force Douglas
C-47 Dakota Skytrains and six Sikorsky S-
58T helicopters have been sunk in a sandy-
bottomed area 16 to 18 metres deep and
one kilometre away from the natural coral
reef and the Bang Tao Beach.
It took two years for the agencies
concerned to complete the feasibility study
on the environmental effects of the project

and determining the best location to sink
the fleet. It was found that the aluminum
body of each aircraft is non-corrosive,
while their shapes do not obstruct water
currents. Most importantly, it was found
that they do not pose any harm to the
ecological system.
The diving spot is expected to help boost
Phuket’s position as a world-class marine
tourism centre. Corals will form a new reef
along each craft, marine fauna will have a
new habitat and the ecological system in
the area will also eventually rehabilitate
itself.

Active Asia currently has “Welcome Back to

Thailand” specials on 5-star hotels in Bangkok
from $186* per night including breakfast for

stays to 31JAN09. *Conditions Apply. Call 09-
360 7669 or email sales@activeasia.co.nz
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The China National Tourism
Administration hosted a spectacular China
Gala Evening this week at Auckland’s
SKYCITY Convention Centre.
More than 80 representatives flew in from
20 of China’s provinces, led by the CNTA’s
Deputy Director-General Xue Yaping and
Liu Jinping, the Vice Chairman of the
China Tourism Association.
After an hour of individual booth
presentations from the tourism reps, many
of them in traditional regional costumes,
the travel agents joined the rest of the 350
guests at a banquet, MCd by Paul Holmes.
Entertainment included a Lion Dance
group, the Beijing Song & Dance Troupe,
a dulcimer solo, and songs from Maori
opera singer, Zane Te Wiremu Jarvis.

In his speech, Mr Xue pointed out the New
Zealand visitor numbers to China had
grown 22% per annum over the last decade
and that, while traffic from here was down
2.3% in the ten months to OCT08, there
had been bigger declines from other
markets.
Mr Xue emphasised that it was important
to maintain confidence during the current
economic turmoil and that China was
committing US$580 billion to a stimulus
package. Mr Xue quoted Chinese Premier
Wen Jiabao as saying “Confidence is more
crucial than money or currencies…”
China confidently expects to be the world’s
largest visitor destination by 2020 and is
developing infrastructure and attractions to
ensure visitors do not leave disappointed.

China Gala Evening Biggest Ever Lucky Door Prizes drawn
on the night went to:
Sarah McMillan of
Kingsland Flight Centre
(a trip to Beijing flying
Singapore Airlines, with
3 nights accommodation);
Marianne Larsen of
United Travel Te Atatu
(a trip to Shanghai flying
Singapore Airlines, with
3 nights accommodation)
and Yvonne Payne of
House of Travel Orewa
(an Air New Zealand trip
for two to Shanghai with
3 nights accommodation).
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HKG Extends New Year’s
Fireworks
Hong Kong’s New Year Countdown
Celebrations will be upgraded this year
with an extended pyrotechnic display.
The HKTB will arrange projection of
music and dance performances and the
subsequent pyrotechnic show onto the
facade of the Hong Kong Cultural Centre
for spectators’ enjoyment.
The actual countdown will commence one
minute before midnight, with gigantic
numerical countdown display in LED
lights, together with pyrotechnic effects,
to be shown on the facade of the Two ifc
building facing the harbour. When the
countdown reaches “0”, a five-minute
choreographed musical pyrotechnic show
will continue on the two sides of Two ifc
and the rooftop of nine other designated
buildings on Hong Kong Island.

A wealthy Bangladeshi filmmaker has
spent US$58 million and five years to

recreate the Taj Mahal in his country so that

locals can visit a world wonder that would
otherwise be beyond their resources. The
full-size monument is located some 30km

from Dhaka and was built by teams of

Indian craftsmen using Italian marble and
granite. Work is now underway on
replicating the grounds and gardens of the

original Taj Mahal.

AFP reports that India’s embassy in
Bangladesh voiced its displeasure over

the life-size copy of the Taj Mahal, saying
it would investigate to see if any

copyright laws had been breached.

THE AMERICAS

OnePointNine - Marketing West Hollywood

AFRICA/MIDEAST

In October, Hawaii welcomed 13.5% fewer visitors

by air than the same month last year. Visitor

spending dropped by US$124.6 million, or 13%
percent, according to the latest state figures.

The West Hollywood Marketing & Visitors Bureau
(WHMVB) has launched a new blog entitled
OnePointNine.
It highlights West Hollywood’s unique mix of celebrity
sightings, cultural events, and hot news such as
restaurant, hotel, spa, or club openings.
Located at www.onepointnine.com, the blog furthers the
Bureau’s ongoing commitment to Web 2.0 initiatives by
applying new web technologies to destination marketing.
The City of West Hollywood is 1.9 square miles in size
and is located between Beverly Hills and Hollywood.
Centrally located and near many celebrity homes and
movie and television studios, it offers a luxurious, yet
edgy hotel product along with some of the most popular
boutique shops, spas, restaurants, cafes and art galleries
in Los Angeles. Many stars flock to West Hollywood’s
nightclubs, shops, and eateries which are often the places
to “see and be seen.”
The OnePointNine blog is interactive, allowing
comments and discussion as well as providing links to
West Hollywood’s main tourism site where people can
book hotel rooms directly online and find more
information about West Hollywood such as transport
options, a calendar of events, maps, event spaces, and
media resources.
In addition to the Celebrity Blog, the WHMVB recently
added Podcasts, a MySpace page, Facebook page,
Twitter, and runs a separate gay specific travel web site
at GoGayWestHollywood.com.

BKK-JNB Route Dropped
ABTN reports that the current economic
climate has forced THAI International to
withdraw its Bangkok - Johannesburg
from next month. It is understood TG
will terminate its 3pw service from
16JAN09, partly because of the global
financial climate and partly because of
the latest drop in the value of the South
African Rand.

Kumuka Worldwide has expanded

its African offering with the

introduction of 13 small group tours

in West Africa. The new tours take

in Ghana, Togo, Benin, Mali and

Burkina Faso.

EUROPE

Two Name Changes
for Nile Hilton
The landmark 431-room Nile Hilton is to
get a major renovation and two new
brand names over the next couple of
years.
Its owners intend initially re-branding it
as The Nile Hotel, Cairo from 01JAN09
and will continue to welcome guests. A
complete restoration and renovation of
the half-century old property will
commence by mid year and could take
up to two years to complete.
The hotel will then become the Nile
Ritz-Carlton, Cairo, the first for the
company in the Egyptian capital, and the
second in the country after The Ritz-
Carlton, Sharm El Sheikh.

Opera Tour with Dame Malvina
Mediterranean specialists, Innovative
Travel, say they have created a
“fabulous” tour that gives your clients
the chance to experience the best of
European Opera next summer.
They will join New Zealand’s own diva,
popular Dame Malvina Major, on a tour
that combines ancient history, fine gardens
and vineyards, and time to relax.
They’ll explore Vienna, Salzburg and
the Northern Lakes of Italy, where one
of the major highlights will be a 6-day
stay in Verona. Here, almost nightly,
operas are performed in the ancient
Roman amphitheatre as part of the
Arena di Verona Opera Festival.
Priced from approx $18499pp share
twin, this 23-day Vienna to Milan tour
departs ex CHC or AKL 24JUN09, with
opportunity to extend to other European
destinations. Call Innovative Travel toll
free on 0508 100111.

Residents of Santorini have decided

to permanently block the entrance to
the local tax off ice from next
Wednesday in protest at the failure

of government to remove the

wreckage of the cruise ship Sea

Diamond from the island’s waters.
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tours@innovativetravel.co.nz 

 

The Best of European Opera  
in the Summer.  

22 Days (ex CHC or AKL) 
Departs 24 June 2009 

CLCLICK HERE K HERE to download 

Your Very Own Ireland

Explore North East England for Less
Earlybird land and air deals are
now available for New Zealand
travellers interested in exploring
North East England in 2009.
Emirates has online Earlybird
airfares from Auckland to
Newcastle return from $2,525
fully inclusive of airfare, taxes
and surcharges on sale until
17DEC.
The North East region is one of
the most diverse and beautiful in
the UK and, since the
introduction of Emirates’ direct
flights from New Zealand to
Newcastle, is being discovered
by an increasing number of Kiwi
travellers. The region combines
rich history and heritage with
picturesque scenery, unspoilt
coastline and countryside, and
the urban bustle of
NewcastleGateshead.
Seasonal accommodation deals
are also on offer in North East

England until 31MAR09, with
hotels, B&Bs, guest houses and
self-catering properties across
the region offering either a 25%
discount on rates or ‘3 nights for
the price of 2’ deals. These deals
can be found online at http://
www.visitnortheastengland.com/
site/autumn-offers
North East England boasts two
Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, a National Park, two
World Heritage Sites and a host
of vibrant cities and towns
meaning there is something for
everyone to discover.
For more information on North
East England visit
www.northeastengland.co.nz.
The website has been set up
specifically for Kiwi travellers
and features an interactive
itinerary planner, web TV
programmes and accommodation
directory.

Retailers will have received a
copy of Tourism Ireland’s 2009
Holiday Planner in the most
recent Stocklink Travel Bag
envelope.
Entitled ‘Your Very Own Ireland
- Holiday Planner 2009’, extra
copies of this new planner, along
with many other Irish brochures,

Stocklink’s Travel Express.
Mary Galway at Tourism Ireland
says it’s a great way to get your
Ireland fix. It has Dublin and
Belfast maps, Air routes from
UK (130 of them!), Ferries &
routes, a distance chart, Festivals
& Events, a list of NZ operators
doing Ireland, and must sees,
must do’s & other temptations.can be ordered through

TOURS

New Companion Offer ‘Glories of Turkey’
Innovative Travel has released a new Companion
Offer for its popular 14-day ‘Glories of Turkey’ tour.
The new offer, if booked and paid by 15JAN09, is
priced at $2289 for the first person and $1789 for a
companion, valid for departures most Thursdays
APR–OCT09.
Offering superb value for money, this first class tour
takes in all the key highlights of a visit to this
fascinating country. The tour provides 13 nights’

accommodation with
private facilities, deluxe a/c
coach transport, most
meals, all transfers,
entrance fees and
sightseeing, professional
English speaking guide and
only requires a minimum of
2 passengers to depart.
Click Here to download the
flyer and call Innovative
toll free on 0508-100111.

New G.A.P Adventures Brochures
Adventure World has released the latest two G.A.P Adventure
brochures for 2009, the ever-popular South, Central & North
America brochure and an expanded Asia and India brochure.
Many new trips are featured, including.....
• Peru on a Shoestring for the budget

conscious traveller.  Fly over the
Nazca Lines and visit Cuzco, the
heart and soul of the Inca empire.  A
major highlight is the 4-day Inca Trail
hike to Machu Picchu. From $1249
plus US$400 LP.

• Cuba Explorer.  Experience the best
of Cuba, from the beauty of the
Vinales landscape to the crumbling facades of Havana and
Trinidad.  From $1329 plus CUC 250 LP.

• Gourmet India. Treat your taste buds
from the bustling capital of Delhi all
the way to laid back Goa. Curries,
camels, temples, beaches and spice
markets are all part and parcel of this
trip as you experience the wildly
different flavours of Indian cuisine.
From $3699 plus US$300 LP.

indigenous cultures, stunning landscapes, luminescent
crater kales, idyllic beaches and islands. Nearby Rinca
and Komodo are home to the famous Komodo dragon.
From $1989 plus US$300 LP.

Adventure World is the NZ GSA for G.A.P. Call 09-524 5118.

Adventure World reminds agents that they can now
view and download selected eBrochures at
www.adventureworld.co.nz.  New brochures now
available from their collection are AW Canada, Greece,
Borneo and Vietnam, along with Headwater, Cruise
West, Brewster Canada, Quark Antarctica and Arctic.

• Indonesia Island Hopping: Enter a
verdant, volcanic realm rich in

FREEPHONE 0508 100111
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Tauck World Discovery 2009
Now available from Adventure World are
Tauck World Discovery’s Europe and USA &
Canada 2009 brochures.
What’s new?
• Tauck is holding the 2008 per-person

share twin prices on Tauck’s Yellow
Roads European land journeys for 2009.

• Tauck-exclusive cultural events and
insider experiences - such as a private,
after-hours tour of the Vatican Museums
and the Sistine Chapel on all tours that
overnight in Rome.

• Five day hosted pre or post-tour city
extensions in Paris, Sicily, Warsaw/
Cracow and Berlin/Dresden.

•  Tauck has also enhanced many of the
North American journeys with exclusive
Tauck experiences, like a private citadel
tour with dinner in Halifax; a horse drawn
carriage tour of Makinac Island; and
guided tour of the Henry Ford Museum
and a ride aboard a Model T.

Adventure World is the NZ GSA for Tauck
World Discovery, phone 09-524 5118.

AVIATION

IATA: Worst Crisis in Half a Century
The world’s airlines are expected to report a
combined net loss of US$5 billion this year
and they are heading into their worst
business crisis for 50 years.
That’s the belief of IATA director-general
Giovanni Bisignani, whose 230-member
global airline organisation represents 93% of
the world’s flights.
Bisignani says airlines face possible
collapse, plummeting revenue and hundreds
of thousands of jobs at risk.
Even though oil prices have now fallen
dramatically, IATA forecasts total 2009
losses at US$2.5 billion. He predicts
European airlines’ deficits will soar tenfold
over last year to US$1 billion and the Asia-
Pacific carriers’ losses will double to US$1.1
billion. This is because most had hedged
their oil outlays by buying in advance.
IATA Chief Economist Brian Pearce told
ATWOnline that, with very little hedging in
place, North American airlines were hit with
the full impact of this summer’s record fuel

prices and will post a US$3.9 billion loss this
year. “To cope, they cut capacity early and
are now benefiting from the full impact of
low spot prices for fuel. As a result, they will
post a $300 million profit [in 2009]. All
other regions will see red in 2009.”
The forecast for next year, based on an
expected average oil price of US$60 a barrel,
was scaled down from the US$4.1 billion
foreseen in SEP08 when spot oil prices were
around US$140 and looked set to rise.
Bisignani says IATA carrier revenues in 2009
were likely to fall — from US$536 billion
this year to US$501 billion — for the first
time since 2002, when business dipped
sharply after the 9-11.
He says the ferocity of the international
economic crisis has overshadowed gains
made from airline restructuring and greater
fuel efficiency in recent years.
According to the IATA forecast, passenger
traffic is set to fall 3% next year, the first
drop since 2001.

Merger Could Break the Mould
ATWOnline quotes IATA’s Giovanni
Bisignani as saying he would like to put “the
60-year-old bilateral system [the Chicago
Convention] in a museum.”
He is pushing for governments to offer
airlines normal commercial freedoms as
necessary steps to return the industry to the
black and the present crisis could be a
catalyst for change.
Bisignani repeated his well-known view that
“the flag on the aircraft tail is killing the
industry. It’s time to move beyond politics
and government agreements to brands and
business.”
IATA has been proposing that governments
consider selectively waiving restrictive
clauses in existing bilateral agreements, and
Bisignani says Qantas-BA merger talks could
“break the mould” of global consolidation,
but he warned that ownership restrictions
and political hurdles will complicate the
process.

Qantas CEO Alan Joyce is quoted by

Bloomberg News as saying that there will

be no three-way merger deal with BA

that includes Iberia. “BA are conscious,

as Iberia are and we are, that only one of

the transactions could take place. When

you explore dialogue with any carrier the

likelihood is that the carrier has multiple

dialogues going on. That’s the way it

takes place.”

Far-Reaching EU-Canada Deal
The European Commission has announced a far-
reaching air services agreement between the EU
and Canada that will allow all EU airlines to
operate direct flights to Canada from anywhere in
Europe, and all restrictions on routes, prices or
weekly flight numbers between Canada and the
EU will be eliminated. EU nationals will be able
to establish operations in Canada and freely invest
in Canadian airlines and vice versa.

China is urging its state-owned

airlines to cancel or defer new

aircraft purchases, urging them not

to renew leases for aircraft rented

from foreign firms, and suggesting

they ground or sell some planes,

according to an announcement seen

on the the Civil Aviation

Administration of China website. The Qantas Board is said to have given

the nod for the merger talks to proceed.
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Virgin Atlantic and Lufthansa have

confirmed that they are in discussions

on future co-operation and on

Lufthansa’s future ownership options

for its impending takeover of bmi.

Vietnam’s Thanh Nien Daily reports that the country’s state

investment arm is seeking government approval for Qantas

to raise its stake in the joint venture Jetstar Pacific from the

present 18% to the maximum shareholding of 49%. The airline

is reported to be losing almost $2 million a month and needs

an injection of as much as $35 million to keep operating.

CRUISING

A record number of travel agents have

signed up to Princess Cruises’ online

training program Princess Academy,

since its launch two weeks ago,

including Jo Drum from House of Travel

Mt Eden.  Jo has just completed First

Officer, Staff Captain and Captain

modules and is shown here with

Belinda Collins from Complete Cruise

Solution, receiving her First Officer and

Staff Captain Certificates and Pins.

Win a Christmas Gift Basket from FTM

Cruise West has launched a

redesigned Web site that it

says better reflects the

company’s brand.

Features include

streamlined navigation,

making information easier

to access.

The luxurious Windstar Cruises vessel Wind Star is
pictured below transiting the Panama Canal at the start
of her Costa Rica / Central America cruise season.

reason why sister-ship Wind Surf cannot successfully
transit the canal and you go in the draw to win a
Christmas Gift Basket from the Windstar Cruises New
Zealand representatives, Francis Travel Marketing.Email enquiries@francistravelmarketing.co.nz with the

Orion Extends 2009 Expeditions to Papua New Guinea
Expanding on previous voyages to
Papua New Guinea, Orion, during
her Island Adventure Voyage of
Discovery in 2009, will visit
Pomio, Lambom, Lamassa and the
Duke of York Islands for the first
time. Orion will be the first ship of
its kind to visit Lambom and just
the second to visit Lamassa. Here
fire eating and night-time spirit
dances remain core cultural
activities.
Guests on all three voyages will
encounter primitive tribal cultures
and unique flora and fauna, see
superb indigenous artwork and
artifacts, visit remote villages and
enjoy world-class snorkelling. For
many, the World War II history and
relics will be a highlight.
Orion’s guests will become
immersed in a diverse array of
experiences found nowhere else on
the globe. Evocative ports of call
include Madang, Tufi, Milne Bay,
the Sepik River, Samarai Island
and Deboyne Lagoon.

11-night  Papua New Guinea
Highland Cultures: RABAUL
(embark after charter flight from
Cairns), Sepik River, Madang (for
Goroka & the highlands), Tami
Islands, Tufi, D’Entrecasteaux
Islands, Samarai Island, Kwato
Island, Alotau (Milne Bay),
CAIRNS. Departures: 18MAR09,
09APR09.
11-night New Guinea Island
Adventure – Voyage of Discovery:
CAIRNS, Milne Bay, Deboyne
Lagoon, Kitava (The Trobriands),
Pomio, Lambom, Lamassa Island,
Duke of York Islands, RABAUL
(overnight onboard). Departure:
29MAR09.
Fares are from A$8,600pp for an
ocean view (Category B Stateroom)
and there is still some space
available on each voyage.
Subject to fuel surcharge, currently $50 per
person per night.

Hundreds of passengers on a Hapag-Lloyd round-the-

world cruise from Genoa aboard MS Columbus will

disembark before reaching waters off Somalia and fly to

Dubai in a precautionary step to avoid a possible run-in

with pirates. The ship and its crew will continue on

through the Gulf of Aden and pax will rejoin the vessel in

Oman for the remainder of a trip.
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$150 per stateroom 
on 8-day itineraries

$250 per stateroom 
on 10-day or longer

Hurry—offers expire
31 December, 2008

GUEST NAME BOOKING NUMBER

YOUR NAME AGENCY NAME

ADDRESS IATA NUMBER

CITY STATE POSTCODE

EMAIL PHONE NUMBER

Note: $150 bonus commission per stateroom for all 8-day itinerary bookings and $250 bonus commission per stateroom for all 10-day and longer itinerary bookings.
Not combinable with any other coupons or travel vouchers.Commission not valid on FAMs, 2-for-1 fares, groups or wholesale. Valid on new bookings made between
14 October 2008 and 31 December 2008 for all available 2009 departures. One coupon per stateroom. Coupon must be faxed to 02 9299 9226 . Australia and New
Zealand travel agents only. Coupon expires 31 December 2008 and must be received six weeks prior to departure. ABN: 81 131 274 372 (250-09-AUS)

AGENCY BONUS COMMISSION
Now through 31 December, 2008

*ALL INFORMATION BELOW MUST BE SUPPLIED TO ENSURE PAYMENT.

Cut this out and return to Viking River Cruises.

Agency Bonus Commission for 2009 Bookings
You can now earn up to $250 per stateroom booked for 2009 between now and 31 December, 2008 —

* Book your clients on any of our 8-day itineraries and you can earn $150 per stateroom

* Or, better yet, if you book a 10-day or longer itinerary you can earn $250 per stateroom

ROMANTIC DANUBE
8 Days, Budapest to Nuremberg  

RHINE GETAWAY
8 Days, Amsterdam to Basel 

TREASURES OF THE RHINE
15 Days, Basel to Antwerp

CITIES OF LIGHT
12 Days, Paris – Trier to 
Nuremberg – Prague

DANUBE EXPLORER
8 Days, Vienna to Nuremberg

DANUBE HOLIDAY DELIGHT
8 Days, Passau to Vienna

ELEGANT ELBE
12 Days, Berlin – Magdeburg to 
Melnik – Prague

TULIPS & WINDMILLS
10 Days, Roundtrip Amsterdam

PORTRAITS OF SOUTHERN FRANCE
8 Days, Chalon to Avignon

PARIS & THE HEART OF NORMANDY
8 Days, Paris to Le Havre

GRAND EUROPEAN TOUR
15 Days, Amsterdam to Budapest

EASTERN EUROPEAN ODYSSEY
16 Days, Bucharest to Nuremberg

WATERWAYS OF THE CZARS
13 Days, St. Petersburg to Moscow

RUSSIAN RHAPSODY
16 Days, St. Petersburg, Volgograd to Moscow

CHINA’S CULTURAL DELIGHTS
17 Days, Beijing & Xian, 11-day 
Yangtze river cruise, Shanghai

IMPERIAL JEWELS OF CHINA
12 Days, Shanghai, 6-day 
Yangtze river cruise, Xian & Beijing

ROOF OF THE WORLD
16 Days,Beijing, Xian, Lhasa, Chongqing,
6-day Yangtze river cruise, Shanghai

For reservations or information, call toll-free —
From Australia: 1800 829 138

From New Zealand: 0800 447 913

Fa  o r com lete  co on to      

CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD FORM

 NCL 2010-11 Program
Seatrade Insider reports that
Norwegian Cruise Line’s summer
2010-11 itineraries will include its
first sailings from Venice, along with
new itineraries from Vancouver.
The line has also confirmed a
continued Hawaii deployment for
Pride of America through to January
2012.
Europe will see three NCL ships
operating, with Norwegian Gem
offering two different 7-day Adriatic,
Greek Isles and Turkey cruises from
Venice. Norwegian Jade will
homeport in Barcelona for weekly
round-trips and Norwegian Jewel will
sail 12-day Baltic capitals cruises
round-trip from Dover.
In Alaska, Norwegian Pearl and
Norwegian Star will offer seven-day
Sawyer Glacier and Glacier Bay
cruises from Seattle, and Norwegian
Sun will operate a seven-day itinerary
between Vancouver and Whittier
featuring Hubbard Glacier and
College Fjord. Norwegian Sun’s new
itinerary also brings new ports for
NCL, Icy Strait Point and Sitka.

Oceania Drops Fuel Supplement
Oceania Cruises has eliminated fuel supplement charges
from all voyages departing in 2009. The line’s owners
have already eliminated fuel supplement charges for
2010 voyages.
The fuel supplement charge will be removed from
reservations for all 2009 voyages at the time of final
payment.  Guests who have already paid in full for their
2009 voyage will be issued a shipboard credit equal to
the fuel supplement charge they were assessed.
Prestige Cruise Holdings will continue to monitor the
price of fuel and retains the right to reinstate the fuel
supplement charge at any time should market conditions
warrant.

Royal Caribbean, Celebrity, Azamara Too
Royal Caribbean Cruises is suspending its fuel
supplement for Royal Caribbean International, Celebrity
Cruises and Azamara Cruises sailings departing on/after
01JAN09, anywhere in the world.
Guests already booked on sailings that depart on or after
01JAN09, will receive a refund of any fuel supplement
paid, as follows:
Those who have now paid in full will have the
supplement automatically refunded to them in the form
of an onboard credit during their sailing.
Those who are yet to pay in full will have the supplement
automatically removed from their outstanding balance.
The company reserves the right to reinstate fuel
supplement charges if the price of West Texas
Intermediate fuel exceeded US$65 per barrel, on the
quarterly milestone dates.
The company announced on 24OCT08, that no fuel
supplement would be charged for new bookings made on
or after 10NOV08, for sailings that depart on or after
01JAN10, unless there is an upturn in fuel prices.   This
latest announcement does not affect those previous terms.
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ACCOMMODATION

Multiple ‘Wins’
for Dunedin City Hotel
In the midst of the economic gloom, staff at
Scenic Circle Dunedin City Hotel are
celebrating four impressive achievements in
the last few months.
The hotel has just improved its Qualmark
rating from 4-star to a 4.5-star, and on the
F&B front, the hotel has won the Regional
Best Service and Spirit Award in the 11th
annual Monteith’s Beer and Wild Food
Challenge.
Its Central Otago-themed backdrop,
complete with musterer’s hut, pond and
tussocks re-created in the Princes on
Dowling Street restaurant, and its
enthusiastic service wowed the judges.
The restaurant has also maintained its A
grade rating for food premises following the
annual city council inspection.
Finally, guests travelling with inbound tour
operator, Australian Pacific Touring, have
voted the hotel ‘Hotel of the Year’ out of all
the hotels in APT’s premier group series.

Toga CEO Gains
National Recognition

Heritage Auckland Summer
Tennis Special
Auckland’s Summer of Tennis is just around
the corner, with the ASB Classic women’s
international tournament scheduled 05-
10JAN09 and the Heineken Men’s Open, the
week after.
There is already an impressive line up of top
seed international players confirmed for both
events, and Heritage Auckland is proud to
again be the host hotel for the competitors
and to extend its involvement with the
sponsorship of the Heritage Hotels Charity
Evening during the ASB Classic.
The hotel is promoting a Heritage Auckland
Classic package, a $199 special that includes

The Duxton Hotel Wellington has

appointed Nikki Hansen as its new

Conference Sales Manager,

effective 20JAN. Nikki has spent the

past four years developing the

conference sales business for the

Westpac Stadium in Wellington as

Function Sales Coordinator.

Further to the
story in our
21NOV issue,
Rachel
Argaman, CEO
of Toga
Hospitality has
been named
winner of the
2008 Hudson
Private and
Corporate

Sector Award at Australia’s national Telstra
Business Women’s Awards.
The award recognises her contribution to
business and the wider community as a
female employee in the private or corporate
sector or owner with less than a 50 per cent
share of a business.
Rachel was last month named the Telstra
NSW Business Woman of the Year, having
risen through the Toga ranks over ten years,
from Group Sales Manager to Director of
Sales & Marketing, Group General Manager,
Chief Operating Officer and finally Chief
Executive Officer on 01JUL07.
During this time, Toga Hospitality has grown
exponentially from operating just one
serviced apartment brand with less than
1,000 rooms to currently operating four
brands including 6 Vibe Hotels, 22 Medina
Apartment Hotels, 15 Travelodge Hotels in
Australia and New Zealand and 3 Adina
Apartment Hotels in Europe.

GREEN MATTERS

a night with breakfast for two, plus a
complimentary upgrade to a suite.
Whilst there, guests can enjoy free use of the
hotel’s own floodlit tennis court, rooftop
swimming pool, health club, sauna and
jacuzzis. Call 0800 36 88 88.

Cathay Signs Poznan Communique
Cathay Pacific Airways has announced that it
is one of 140 major companies to sign a
communiqué that sets out what the
companies believe should be the key
elements of an international deal on climate
change. The Poznan Communiqué was timed
to coincide with the start of the second week
of the United Nations-led climate
negotiations (COP 14) currently taking place
in Poznan, Poland, and copies will be
delivered to each of the 192 countries at the
meeting.
The communiqué states that climate change
is too complex to address with a single
approach.

various countries are developing different
emissions schemes with different
mechanisms, creating a lot of cost that does
not go to help the environment.
Cathay Pacific Chief Executive Tony Tyler
says: “We are very encouraged that business
leaders are looking for a global, integrated
solution to climate change – a solution that is
based on science not politics and uses a
range of measures, including market
measures, standards and regulation, to
achieve its goals.
“Cathay Pacific is very much behind a
global solution for aviation, which is one
of the key recommendations of the
communiqué.”Currently, aviation faces a situation where
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Emirates to Operate
Green Polar Flight

INDUSTRY The Latest TATS Industry Specials
Invitations Out Now - Adventure World Roadshow
In JAN09 Adventure World takes its annual Roadshow to
Whangarei (19JAN), Auckland (20JAN), North Shore Breakfast
(21JAN), Tauranga (21JAN) and Napier/Hastings (22JAN) with
presentations on Acacia Africa, Explore Worldwide, Fez Travel,
G.A.P Adventures, Headwater, TrekAmerica and Tauck World
Discovery.
By attending you will be in to win some great travel prizes and
spot prizes.  Invitations have been faxed out, in the meantime
make a note in your diary. Call 09-524 5118.

On 15DEC, Emirates will
trial a new environmental
programme on its cross-
polar inaugural flight from
Dubai to San Francisco,
using the new ultra eco-
efficient Boeing 777-
200LR.
Emirates is working closely
with government agencies
in Dubai, Russia, Canada
and the United States to plot
the most environmentally-
sophisticated trip possible
to save fuel and carbon
emissions on the 16-hour
non-stop service.
To ensure a more fuel-
efficient route, the
“Emvironment” flight will
utilise new corridors of
Russian airspace - a
specially-negotiated
accommodation by the
Russian Government.

The final issue of

TravelMemo for 2008 will

be uploaded on

Friday 19DEC08

The first issue of

TravelMemo for 2009 will

be uploaded on

Tuesday 20JAN09

$100 TATS Travel Vouchers
Introduce two industry friends to the
TATS Club before 19DEC08 and you will
receive $100 of TATS Travel Vouchers.
See www.tats.co.nz for full details
Treasure Island Fiji
Travel Agents rate for Ocean View Bure
or Duplex Bure $150 per room per night
All Industry rate for Ocean View Bure or
Duplex Bure $194 per room per night
Valid for travel to 31MAR09
Air NZ Shortlife Fares to Japan
Ex AKL $699 + $85 tax per person
Valid for sales to 24DEC08
Valid for Outbound Departures
AKL-TYO 25-28DEC08 and
AKL-OSA 26-28DEC08
Valid for Inbound Departures
TYO-AKL 31DEC-02JAN09 and
OSA-AKL 31DEC-02JAN09
Eligibility: IATA Airline Staff, IATA
Freight Forwarders, IATA Travel Agents
and authorised Inbound Tour Operators
PLUS one companion.
See www.tats.co.nz for full details
including pricing ex WLG/CHC and
Provincial Cities
Christmas Special from LAN
Roundtrip economy class airfares from
AKL-South America
Prices start from $949pp plus tax and fuel
surcharge
Valid for sales to 16DEC08 and for travel
01JAN-31MAY09
Eligibility:  All Industry + Partner/Spouse
and children to 21yrs

Quadrant Hotel Auckland Xmas Holiday
Special
Studio $90+GST per room per night
1 Bdrms start from $115+GST per room per
night
Price includes Free Upgrade on Studios and
1Bdrms to next available room type subject
to availability at the time of booking
Valid for travel to 31JAN09
Eligibility: All Industry
Blue Lagoon Cruises, Fiji
Blue Lagoon Cruises have extended their
20% off industry rates + Free Cabin
Upgrade offer.
Now valid for sales to 31JAN09 and for
travel to 30SEP09.
Book now, pay your deposit upon
confirmation and no further payment
required until 31 days prior to departure.
For details on all of the above TATS
Specials, see www.tats.co.nz

‘Tham Biet’ from Emma Zigan
Emma Zigan’s husband has accepted a job in Ho Chi Minh City,
Vietnam, and they will be moving there in January.
Emma is finishing up with Hyatt Regency Coolum next week and
she says the NZ travel industry should contact the hotel direct on
Tel 0061-7-5446 1234 or www.coolum.regency.hyatt.com
Says Emma “I would like to thank you very much for the
friendship, support and business you have given me over the two
years I have been representing the fabulous Hyatt Regency
Coolum resort here in the New Zealand market. I have thoroughly
enjoyed my role, and I will miss you all.”
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