
20081125                          www.travelmemo.co.nz

GUEST NAME: BOOKING NUMBER:

YOUR NAME: AGENCY NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: POSTCODE:

EMAIL: TELEPHONE NUMBER:

*Note: Valid for new bookings only. Valid for bookings made between the 28 September and 28 October 2008. Prize is valid for 8 guests; 4 staterooms on Viking River
Cruises’ Imperial Jewels of China cruisetour. The cruisetour is 12 days and includes: 6 day Yangtze river cruise in a balcony stateroom, 3 nights in Beijing, 1 night in Xian,
2 nights in Shanghai, all intra-China flights, all meals, fully escorted. Winners must all travel together on the same departure. International air and spending money are
not included. The prize is non-transferable, non-redeemable for cash and travel must be commenced and completed in 2009. 
Entry restricted to travel agents operating in Australia and New Zealand. Valid for bookings directly through Viking River Cruises: Australia:
australia@vikingrivercruises.com or 1800 829 138, New Zealand: newzealand@vikingrivercruises.com or 0800 447 913 or through Viking’s Preferred Wholesale Partners;
Bentours, Beyond Travel, cruiseagents.travel, Cruiseco, Eastern European Travel Bureau and World Journeys. The prize will be drawn on the 29 Oct 2008 and the winner
will be notified and the result of the lottery will be announced in The Cruise Weekly (30 Oct 2008) as well as in the Travel Weekly (31 Oct 2008).
Vic permit no: 08/4453, NSW permit no: LTPS/08/08720, ACT permit no: ACT TP 08/03658, SA permit no: T08/3769

✃
SWEEPSTAKES ENTRY
Please send to: Viking River Cruises, Level 4, 350 Kent Street, Sydney NSW 2000, Australia or fax to +61 2 9299 9226 or
email scanned copy to: teresia.fors@vikingrivercruises.com  Coupon valid until 28 October 2008.

Are you the Lucky 8?
Chinese culture is steeped in superstition with numbers playing a major role in weddings dates,
birthdays etc. One of the luckiest numbers is number 8 and on the 28th September 2008 Viking’s
Lucky 8 Sweepstakes opened for our valued travel agents in Australia & New Zealand!

Book one of Viking’s award winning cruisetours to China, send in the coupon
below and you are in the draw for a magical cruisetour to China valid for 8 lucky
people*! Yes, you read right—8 lucky people!

Viking River Cruises is the leading cruisetour operator in China with five-star
accommodation throughout, award-winning service, highly educated English-
speaking guides as well as “East meets West” dining introducing regional
specialties with gourmet tastes from home always available on the menu. 

Viking’s current Early Booking Discounts for China are:

• China’s Cultural Delights, 17 days, Beijing to Shanghai

• Imperial Jewels of China, 12 days, Shanghai to Beijing

• For stateroom category B or higher—Save $750 per person

• For stateroom category C or lower—Save $500 per person

Book and pay in full before 31 October 2008, valid on 2009 sailings only.

For more information on these cruisetours please go to
vikingrivercruises.com

Good Luck!

Result of the lottery will be announced in The Cruise Weekly (30 Oct ‘08),
Travel Weekly (31 Oct ‘08), Travel Memo (30 Oct ‘08) and Travel Today (30 Oct ‘08).
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for all new bookings to 12DEC08

CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD
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Click here for more information

The Kimberley’s iconic Gibb River Road, 660km  
from Kununurra to Derby, is one of Australia’s  
classic four wheel drive adventures.

Click Here
for standard and customised
New Zealand itineraries,
travel deals and
accommodation.

Fly to South East Asia’s

top destinations from

just US$55

Discovery Airpass

NEW NOV08

ROUTE MAP

CLICK HERE

Ph. 0508 100111 
tours@innovativetravel.co.nz 

 

Choice of two tours April & May 2010 
* Oberammagau & Eastern Europe 
* Includes visit to Jordan & Israel 
* Departures CHC & AKL 

Travel
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NEW ZEALAND

Start
increasing
your
product
knowledge
today

Click here for details:
www.trainingmodules.travel

WIN A
HOLIDAY

IN SAMOA

Rugby Ball Promo Launched
The next phase of Tourism New
Zealand’s current promotion in London
kicks off today with a visit by The Queen
and PM John Key to the giant 100% Pure
New Zealand rugby ball inflated near
Tower Bridge.
In place for a week, the Rugby Ball
Venue will lift New Zealand’s profile as
a destination by playing host to the IRB
pool allocation draw for the 2011 Rugby
World Cup and, as in Paris during the last
Rugby World Cup, by using the latest in
AV projection to take the general public
on a journey through New Zealand.

TNZ chief executive George Hickton
says that rather than pull back on
marketing it is vital for New Zealand to
invest in building market share to sustain
numbers from the UK and to position
New Zealand well for when the upturn
happens.
The UK is New Zealand’s second largest
tourist market with over 288,823 visitor
arrivals in the year to October 2008. UK
arrival figures have delivered close to
double digit growth for most of the last
decade, but in the year to October growth
slumped by minus 3.7%.

Visitor Arrivals Ease in OCT
Short-term overseas visitor arrivals in
OCT08 were down 3% to 173,900
compared with OCT07. The main
contributors to the decrease were China
(down 3,000 or 32%), the United States
(down 2,000 or 12%), Korea (down
1,200 or 17%) and Japan (down 1,200 or
15%).
As a moving annual total, the 2.463
million visitor arrivals recorded in the
OCT08 year were down 5,500 or less
than 1% on the same period a year ago.

Another National Park
New Zealand’s newest national park is
one step closer to reality.
The Department of Conservation has
publicly notified the draft Rakiura
National Park Management Plan and the
revised Stewart Island/Rakiura
Conservation Management Strategy.
The Southland Times reports that the
draft plan highlights Ulva Island, Mason
Bay and Port Pegasus as three special
places and contains management
objectives and policies to manage them.

New Zealand Tourism Guide is the new brand name for

www.tourism.net.nz, the country’s most visited commercial tourism web

site according to Nielsen Netratings. Owned by New Zealand Yellow Pages

Group, the site combines directory listings with direct online bookings and

customised multimedia clips showcasing tourism operators.

Bike Park Preparations
on Coronet Peak
Mountain Scene reports that Coronet
Peak is gearing up for the summer
mountain bike season at its popular Bike
Park.
New runs have been designed for lower-
level riders to make the sport accessible
to novices and families, while expert and
advance riders are also well catered for.
Outside Sports will provide a mountain
bike rental service at the base area and
cyclists will access the top of the trails
via the Coronet Express Quad chairlift.
The Coronet Peak Bike Park will
reportedly open on 07JAN and runs until
01MAR09, with prices unchanged from
last summer.
The Coronet Peak website is yet to be
updated with the 2009 season details.

Mangatainoka Brewery Tours
Mangatainoka, legendary source of Tui
beer and home of the Tui HQ, offers
brewery tours and enthusiasts will be
surprised to see quarts and kegs still
brewed on site.
What had been a major local employer
with 120 full time staff has become
very efficient as a result of
technological advancements, and now operates with
just 18 full time staff.
Tui HQ, the Histui museum, the Tui brewery tower and
the Tui National Park (with bird life) attract over
40,000 visitors a year. Tours are at 11am and 2pm daily,
with Friday a good day because that’s when the bottling
takes place. The cost is $15 and includes the tour and
three beers and you get to souvenir your handle.
Mangatainoka is between Pahiatua and Woodville in
the Wairarapa.

Hamilton to Upgrade
Claudelands Venue
This week the Hamilton City Council has
publicly notified its plans to spend $61
million upgrading the Claudelands Events
Centre by building a 5000-seat indoor
arena, a conference centre and exhibition
facilities.
The new and improved events centre
would be able to host conferences and
functions for about 1500 people.
The council’s events facilities manager is
quoted by the Waikato Times as saying he
was confident that the entire staged
project would be finished by the end of
2010 or early 2011.

http://www.trainingmodules.travel
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Families - treat yourself in your own backyard

Babysitting Services

20% Discount on Dinner in our Bistro

Upgrade to a
Harbour View Room with Balcony

at Central City Apartment Hotel
for a minimal surcharge.

Free Carparking .  1pm Checkout

Deals Subject to Availability

Family Deals from $115

2 adults, 2 kids - $159
includes full breakfast, free drink

on arrival and complimentary
“Kiddy Explore Wellington” pack

Mum, Dad and little one - $115
includes full cooked breakfast

– save on international costs and
        visit the vibrant capital!

  Wellywood
Woos You!

Speaking of blizzardly cold ones,
the Liquorland New Zealand
Beerfestival will be staged at two
venues in 2009 – Wellington’s
Waitangi Park (28FEB) and Ellerslie
Racecourse (14MAR). Tickets go on
sale on Thursday 27NOV at 9am.
TXT BEER to 858, or get tickets at
iTicket or Liquorland.

Overseas Trips up 5%
New Zealand residents departed on
175,900 short-term overseas trips in
OCT08, up 5% on OCT07, with the
increase partially due to the later
timing of school holidays.
Trips to Australia were up 4,600 or
5%, and to Fiji were up 1,100 or
14%. For the 12 month period ended
31OCT08, New Zealand resident
departures numbered 1.984 million,
up 24,700 or 1% on the previous
year.
During the year ended OCT08 there
were more trips to Fiji (up 4,900 or
5%), the US (up 4,600 or 5%) and
Canada (up 4,300 or 25%).
TAANZ points out there were also
between 2,000 and 4,000 more
departures to each of the Cook
Islands, China, India, New
Caledonia, Germany, and Viet Nam.
Trips to Australia (954,800), the
most popular destination, were
down 19,400 or 2% on the previous
year. There were also fewer trips to
France (down 5,100 or 26%).

Wellington Arena Proposal
There is a proposal to build a 10,000-
seat indoor arena above Wellington’s
Westpac Stadium concourse at a cost
of around $100 million.
A City Council-commissioned review
of event venues has shown the capital
had missed out on millions of dollars
in revenue because it lacked a mid-
sized indoor venue.

AUSTRALIA

Taranaki Tourism
Operators Acknowledged
Taranaki’s top tourism operators have
been acknowledged at an awards dinner
to mark the completion of both the High
Impact Tourism Programme and the
Qualmark Accreditation of a further five
Taranaki tourism businesses.
The High Impact Tourism Programme,
developed by Venture Taranaki and
funded by New Zealand Trade and
Enterprise through their Enterprise
Training Programme, delivered
intensive high-level professional
development to eleven Taranaki tourism
operators.
Businesses that completed the
programme included alpine and extreme
guiding company Adventure Dynamics,
boutique accommodation providers
Caniwi Lodge, Richmond Farm Lodge,
Patuha Lodge, tour providers Kiwi
Tours, and the Waterfront Hotel and
Belt Road Holiday Park.
Five Taranaki tourism products were
also assisted with Qualmark
Accreditation; Adventure Dynamics,
Tupare Gardens, Hollards Gardens,
Taranaki Pioneer Village, and the
Eastern Taranaki Experience.
Footnote: When Venture Taranaki
became the regional tourism
organisation in 2004, there were four
Taranaki tourism businesses with
Qualmark accreditation. With these
recent additions there are now 50
Qualmarked tourism businesses in the
region.

Bracing for Downturn
Melbourne newspaper The Age
reports that Australian tourist
operators are bracing for a steep fall
in overseas arrivals, citing the global
financial crisis as causing the
slashing of bookings for the first half
of 2009.
Overseas arrivals for the year ended
SEP08 have already fallen 7% and
The Age quotes Tourism Task Force
executive director Olivia Wirth as
saying forward orders were pointing
to falls of more than 10% next year.
“The first quarter will be particularly
bad,” Ms Wirth said. “If people aren’t
booking now, that will hurt 10 to 12
months down the track.”
Domestic business travel appears to
be holding up better, and the dollar’s
plunge was likely to encourage many
Australians to holiday at home, she
said.

http://www.primehotels.co.nz
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Broome’s Cable Beach, with 22 kilometres of  
white sand, is the ideal place to watch the  
sunset on a balmy, tropical night.

Click here for more information

Western Australia Stars as Tourism Campaign Takes Off
Tourism Western Australia has launched a
trade marketing campaign in New Zealand,
inspired by Western Australia’s starring role
in the Baz Luhrmann movie ‘Australia’.
Tourism WA Director Australia Pacific, Ross
Gregory said the campaign had been
developed to make people in the trade aware
of the vast array of experiences to be enjoyed
in Western Australia.
“The campaign positions Western Australia’s
Kimberley region, the backdrop for many of
the breathtaking scenes in the film, as the
‘Real Star’ of Australia,” Mr Gregory said.
“The campaign includes a series of trade
press advertisements titled ‘Did you know?’,
which feature quirky and interesting facts
about WA and showcases the State’s diverse
range of adventure experiences and
outstanding natural attractions.
“A joint venture campaign between Air New
Zealand and Tourism WA has also been
developed to promote WA holidays during
this time.”

Mr Gregory said that although the Kimberley
was a focal point of the campaign, other key
destinations would also be promoted,
particularly experiences relating to the
movie’s themes of adventure, romance and
outback journeys.
The New Zealand activity is part of a
broader A$2.2million international marketing
and public relations campaign undertaken by
the WA State Government, through Tourism
WA.
The ad campaign will continue until JUN09.

Wet Season Experience at Home Valley Station
This year, Home Valley Station in East Kimberley is creating history as the first ever Gibb
River Road cattle station to open its gates to tourist during the wet season. Guests will
discover the remarkable difference in the landscapes as they witness first-hand what Mother
Nature’s seasonal monsoonal weather does to this ancient land.
Whilst at Home Valley, ask about the Baz Luhrmann recce tour, including “Luhrmann’s
Lookout”, “Jackman’s Jump-Up” and “Kidman’s Krossing” – all located on the property.
Check out their amazing website www.homevalley.com.au

Tasmania, bigger than Australia
Tasmania, miffed at being left off the
‘Australia’ movie posters is now reminding
everyone of its place on the map.
Tourism Tasmania has produced movie-style
posters similar to those used to promote
‘Australia’, but with a map of Tasmania and
the words: “Tasmania, bigger than
Australia”.
They are part of a larger campaign to
springboard off the release of the Baz
Luhrmann epic. Elements include movie
trailers for screening as cinema advertising
showing Tasmania as a breathtaking holiday
location; fictitious movie tickets and film
posters driving the audience to a new micro
site.
Footnote: Promoters of the movie had to
reprint posters after the state was left off a
small map of Australia in the film’s title.
Twentieth Century Fox denies a snub,
putting it down to a printing illusion.

Intrepid Launches
‘Australia - on Location’ Trip
Intrepid Travel has launched an
‘Australia - On Location’ itinerary that it
says will give travellers a real life
experience of the locations and
landscapes inspired by the movie
Australia.
From the Kimberley to Kakadu, this 10-
day adventure blends Australian and
Indigenous history with legend.
Some of the real life experiences
travellers can experience include Broome,
the Gibb River Road, Windjana Gorge,
Tunnel Creek, Bell Gorge, Mt Barnett
Cattle Station, Kununurra, Kakadu
National Park with a grand finale in
Darwin.
The guaranteed-departure trips are
available APR-OCT09, departing from
Broome and priced from NZ$4790pp.
Details are at www.intrepidtravel.com/paa

The Hyatt Regency Coolum
Hotel Resort turned 20 last
week and there was a
traditional cake-cutting
ceremony involving the six
original staff still at the resort
after two decades, together
with the General Manager
who opened the resort back
then, and who is now back
with the property.
Back Row- L to R: John Hance,
David Meddows, Rex Gillard
Front Row L to R: Norunn
Berg, Maurice Holland (GM),
Sandy Walton, Pauline Tarn.

http://www.westernaustralia.com/kimberley

http://www.westernaustralia.com/kimberley
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Australia’s Golden Outback’s
Newest Destination
The area north of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, rich with
history, character and stunning landscapes, has
launched a new organisation – Tourism Northern
Goldfields.  Established jointly by the councils of
Menzies, Leonora, Sandstone, Wiluna, Laverton
and Warburton, the organisation will cater to a
variety of travellers and showcase the attractions
of the region. www.northerngoldfields.com.au

Townsville’s Metropole
A new hotel to be managed by Oaks Hotels and
Resorts will open its doors in Townsville in
January. The property was to be named Imagine
Hotel but will now be called Metropole, after the
Townsville pub of the same name.
Adjoining the almost-completed 104-room studio
apartment hotel, the old Metropole with its 1886
façade and landmark status is undergoing an
extensive refit to provide function rooms and a
modern bar and restaurant.
The new 4½-star property will provide guests with
well-appointed and spacious self-contained studio
apartments with views of the harbour,
neighbouring Magnetic Island, the city or the
hinterland, with features including air
conditioning, balconies, high speed internet, cable
television, kitchenette and laundry facilities.

SOUTH PACIFIC

Cooks, Air NZ Reach Agreement
The Cook Islands Minister for Tourism,
Wilkie Rasmussen, has announced that his
government and Air New Zealand have
agreed to the continuation of the weekly
direct Rarotonga-Los Angeles-Rarotonga
flight beyond April 2009.
The turmoil in global financial markets and
the resulting decline in travel demand, along
with recent spikes in the price of aviation
fuel led to the airline undertaking a critical
review of all routes including the RAR-
LAX joint venture.
Last week the Minister led a negotiating
team representing the Cooks Government
and Cook Islands Tourism, to meet with
senior Air NZ executives in Auckland, to
review the agreement that commenced in
April 2007.  As a result of negotiations, a
new joint venture Agreement between the
Government and Air New Zealand has been
agreed to.
Before committing to the agreement, the
Cooks sought advice from an independent
economic consulting group on the impact of
the direct LAX flight on the Cook Islands
economy, which highlighted visitor arrivals
from the North American, UK and Europe
being crucial to the future viability of its
tourism industry.
“The economic analysis demonstrated the
prudence of continuing to invest in this
critical route to sustain earnings we receive
from tourism,” the Minister said, adding
that forward booking projections for the

encouraging.
“All over the world airlines and tourism
organizations are scrambling to make sense
of the present global economic situation
that is affecting everyone. We must be
prepared to make bold decisions to sustain
people and our economy through these
tough times.”
Cook Islands Tourism chief executive John
Dean said Cook Islands Tourism and Air
New Zealand are already working on
marketing strategies to increase the number
of North American visitors travelling on the
direct flight, as this will substantially
increase the average yield over the sector
and improve the profitability of the route.
A formal agreement will be signed between
the Cook Islands Government and Air New
Zealand within the next two weeks.

flight for the next six to eight months are

Seize the Day with a
‘Bula Babe’ Breakfast
Here’s an opportunity to see the ‘Bula
Babes’ as they’ve never been seen
before – first thing in the morning.
The ‘Babes’ - Blue Lagoon Cruises’
Melanie Secker, Awesome Adventures/
South Sea Cruises’ Tina Shaw, Mana
Island Resort & Spa’s NZ representative
Trish Nicol and Accor Hotels Fiji’s Jane
Reese – will again combine resources,
accessories and make-up next month
when they stage a series of  Fiji update
breakfast seminars for agents in the
Auckland area.
Dates and venues as follows:
TUE 02DEC – Silverdale
Silverdale Plant Barn. 0715 for 0730 start
Cnr Main Highway and East Coast Rd,
Silverdale
WED 03DEC - Glenfield
Kings Plant Barn. 0715 for 0730 start
11 Porana Rd, Glenfield
THU 04DEC - Ellerslie
Novotel Ellerslie. 0715 for 0730 start
72 - 112 Greenlane East Road, Ellerslie
FRI 05DEC - Pakuranga
Palmers Garden World Cafe, 0715 for 0730
Cnr Pigeon Mountain Rds & Pakuranga Rd
While Auckland based agents can attend
any of the four functions, please note
space is limited.
Agents wishing to participate should
email their RSVP by Thursday 27NOV,
with the names of each staff member
attending, to bluelagoonnz@xtra.co.nz

Robert Skews of Island Hopper Vacations
says the agreement is a rolling one in that it
continues until such a time as either partner
decides otherwise, at which time adequate
notice will be given before cessation of
flights. In doing this both Air New Zealand
and the Cook Islands team (which included
Skews as a Board member and someone
with an aviation background) looked at a
long term agreement.
He says the fate of Air New Zealand’s US
service through Tonga and Samoa will be
decided on after meetings with the
respective teams from Tonga and Samoa in
2-3 weeks’ time.
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Four ‘Historical & Cultural
Dateline’ cruises in 2009
Blue Lagoon Cruises will again operate
just four of its highly popular ‘Historical
& Cultural Dateline Cruises’ in 2009.
The MV Fiji Princess cruises, scheduled
for 16FEB, 18MAY, 17AUG and
09NOV09, offer a unique and very limited
opportunity to visit the largely uncharted
reaches comprising Fiji’s remote north-
eastern tip.
Operated to ‘Gold Club’ standard, the 7-
day itinerary includes Kioa Island, home
to some 300 Polynesian Elice Islanders
who migrated into the region in the 1940s.
Here islanders, resplendent in traditional
war dress, will paddle out to the ship in
outrigger canoes to ferry passengers
ashore for a traditional welcome.
The cruise will also visit the 4,000
Micronesian Banabans who have inhabited
Rabi Island since 1946. Its schedule also
includes visits to Fiji’s original capital
city, Levuka, on Ovalau Island and
Nananu-I-Ra Island. There’s also a
walking tour of Levuka and a guided tour
of Taveuni, including the Bouma Eco Park
and waterfall.
Prices start from NZ$2895*pp twin share
inclusive of all meals, all onboard
entertainment, cultural activities and shore
excursions.
However, for bookings made by 31JAN09
there’s a 30% early bird discount, saving
NZ$1169*pp.
*Conditions apply. Please note prices do not
include international airfares or beverages (other
than tea or coffee).

ASIA

RAR Airport Upgrade
to Cost $7-8m
The Airport Authority at Rarotonga has
reportedly received five tenders for the
upgrade of the international airport terminal
and the successful bidder should be known by
next month.  According to Cooks Islands News
Online, work is expected to begin early next
year at a cost of more than $7 million.

Phased Opening Proposed
for Marina Bay Sands
Las Vegas Sands has reportedly asked the
Singapore authorities to open the Marina Bay
Sands Integrated Resort progressively, starting
from the end of 2009.
Initially pledging to open the resort in a single
phase by the end of next year, Sands has now
announced plans to delay projects in Macau
and the US, and Bloomberg quotes LVS as
saying they have now raised enough to pay for
the total Singapore project if necessary.
The Singapore Tourism Board is said to be
currently considering Sands’ request.

Sikkim Opens Up
In order to promote tourism in Sikkim and to
attract more foreign tourists, the Union
Government has relaxed restrictions on the
entry of foreigners into restricted areas.
Foreigners can now reportedly visit Gangtok,
Rumtek, Phodong, Pemayangtse and the
Yuksom - Zongri trekking route on the basis of
restricted area permits, which can be obtained
from the offices designated for this purpose.

Discovery Airpass

Airline Marketing (NZ) Ltd
Level 10, 120 Albert St
PO Box 6247, Wellesley St.
AUCKLAND  - DX CP23523
PH: 09 969 7600  FX: 09 969 7474
bangkokair@airlinemarketing.co.nz

**Please note** some routes may operate on a seasonal basis only
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Bangkok
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(Pattaya)
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Hanoi
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Kunming

Koh Samui

Hong Kong

Kuala Lumpur

Fares 
Levels apply per sector & exclude all 

taxes, surcharges & service fees
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Indian Ocean

Maldives

Male

Japan

Hiroshima

Sea of Japan

Bangkok Airways Airport

Capital City

Serviced by PG/FT &/or QV

Serviced by QV only

Lao Airlines (QV) only

PG and FT/QV

Travel in one direction only

Bangkok Airways (PG) only

Siem Reap Airways (FT) only

Current Route not valid for Airpass

Direct flights between BKK- HIJ v.v.

are NOT PERMITTED on the Airpass

Xieng Khouang

Ho Chi Minh City

Luang Namtha
Macau

Cambodia

Siem Reap (Angkor)

Sukhothai

Oudomxay Houeisay
Tokyo

Beijing

New Delhi

India

Indian Ocean

Route expected to 
commence March 2009

Savannakhet
Udon Thani

Pakse

Vientiane

• BKK- XIY / MLE / DEL v.v.

• USM– BKK/CNX, PKZ- VTE/LPQ

• Exceptions apply (see below)

• Exceptions apply (see below)
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http://www.travelmemo.co.nz/voucher.php?voucher_id=357
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Thailand’s

TOURISM AUTHORITY OF THAILAND IS REPRESENTED

IN NEW ZEALAND BY FRANCIS TRAVEL MARKETING

DX: CX10152,  Tel 09-444-2298,

enquiries@francistravelmarketing.co.nz

www.thailand.net.au

Our website  makes it so easy to sell to Thailand

and to answer all your clients’ questions

Modern Thai culture

reflects 2,300 years

of civilisation, with

many contributions -

first by the merchants

and scholars from

ancient India and

later by the Mon,

Khmer and Lanna

cultures.

In more recent times,

Thailand’s rich

heritage has also

absorbed Chinese,

Arab, Malay and

Western influences.

Rich Cultural

Heritage

Ayutthaya

The Mon, who originated in India and

later migrated to Burma, are renowned

for their pottery and as boatmen.  Their

Songkran celebrations at Phrapadaeng

are a must-see.

The stone carving and art of the ancient

Khmer culture are best seen at Phimai,

Muang Singh in Kanchanaburi and at Lop

Buri.

The Lanna culture is strongest in the

north of Thailand, around Chiang Mai

where traditional indigo-coloured Moh

Hom costumes are commonly worn.

The golden age of Thai culture is seen at

its most spectacular at Ayutthaya, with

its gilded, spired temples on Bangkok’s

Chao Phraya river system.
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Dining on High
Bangkok is increasingly a city of tall
buildings, many of which offer visitors
spectacular vantage points for viewing the
sprawling city and the meandering Chao
Phraya River. Among Agoda’s top ten open-
air rooftop restaurants, set at dizzying
heights, are:
• Sirocco, dubbed the world’s highest al

fresco restaurant. Sited on the 63rd level
of the Lebua at State Tower.

• FiftyFive and Red Sky, an open-air
restaurant and cocktail bar (pictured) on
Level 55 of the 505-room Centara Grand
at CentralWorld

• Vertigo Grill and Moon Bar on the 61st
floor of the Banyan Tree Hotel

• The Crystal Grill on Level 82 of the
Baiyoke Sky hotel, Thailand’s tallest, has
a Rooftop Bar & Music one level above,
and further restaurants on the 76th and
78th floors.

There are also top-floor restaurants on the
Dust Thani, The Landmark Hotel, The
Westin Grande Sukhumvit, and The
Millennium Hilton Bangkok, among others.

THE AMERICAS

Thanksgiving Travel Slump
LAX airport officials are quoted as saying the
busy Thanksgiving air travel season, always
providing its busiest three days, will see a
slump this year.
Los Angeles International Airport is expecting
1.6 million passengers – a 14% drop on last
year’s holiday period, which began last Friday
and ends 30NOV, officials told the LA Times.
LA/Ontario International Airport is
anticipating an even larger drop: 30% down
from the 210,000 passengers last year, mainly
because ExpressJet and JetBlue have stopped
flying out of the Inland Empire airport.

DC’s Capitol Visitor Center
The Capitol in Washington DC, the US
House of Representatives, opens its new
Visitor Center on 02DEC. Located below
ground between the Capitol and the Supreme
Court and cost US$621 million.
After years of having to queue in all
weathers at the bottom of Capitol Hill for
tours, the annual three million-plus tourists
now begin with a visit to the vast
Emancipation Hall filled with statues moved
from the Capitol and a model of the Statue
of Freedom atop the Rotunda.

Cuba Heads for Record
Cuba recently staged a salsa show at Havana
Airport to welcome its two millionth tourist
this year.
The 14NOV event marked the earliest Cuba
has ever reached the two-million mark and its
tourism vice-minister is predicting the country
will surpass its all-time record of 2.3 million,
set in 2005.

MID EAST / AFRICA

The Sevens Venue in Dubai

Before beginning tours of the Capitol itself,
people can stroll through an exhibition hall
with historic documents, artifacts and
interactive computers, see shows in two
theatres and eat at a 530-seat restaurant
area. There are two gift shops and many
public restrooms.
Visitors can also book tours of the Capitol
in advance at www.visitthecapitol.gov

This week’s Emirates Airline Dubai Rugby
Sevens is being staged at the new home of
rugby in the Middle East, ‘The Sevens’.
This is the airline’s new purpose-built
venue, which will welcome around 130,000
visitors for 27-29NOV competition.
The Sevens will be able to hold around
50,000 people, including spectators, players
and officials. The main pitch has a
permanent 4000-seat grandstand,
augmented by temporary stands lifting
capacity to 42,500, at least 10,000 more
seats than in previous years. The second
pitch, in a bowl and enclosed on three sides
by grass embankments, can accommodate
15,000 spectators, while four further sports
pitches are located close to the two-storey
80-metre long clubhouse that will
eventually become home to the Arabian
Gulf Rugby Football Union.

also boasts broadcast and medical facilities,
hospitality areas, a 30m wide promenade
with food outlets and cafes, and parking for
some 15,000 vehicles.
“One of our overriding priorities when
constructing The Sevens was to preserve the
special character that has made the Dubai
Sevens such a success over the years,” says
New Zealander Gary Chapman, who is
Emirates Group’s President Group Services
and Dnata.
“And a lot of that was based on the fact that
people could easily move around the venue
to watch matches on the other pitches and
meet up with their friends.

Built and operated by Emirates, The Sevens

“We are very pleased that we have been able
to retain that element and are certain that it,
along with the increased numbers and size,
will contribute to the most exciting Sevens
we have seen in Dubai.”

By some estimates,
airline travel nationwide
is expected to drop as
much as 10% from last
year.
Airlines are expecting
flights tomorrow (the day
before Thanksgiving
Day) and Sunday to be
90% full, with many
booked to capacity.
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EUROPE

Qantas is applying a general fare increase
to the long-term D2AFR / D2AFROW
Business class and A2AFR / A2AFROW
First class fares from New Zealand to
Africa, effective for sales from Monday
01DEC08.  Fares to Johannesburg and
Cape Town are now commonrated.
To avoid the increase, any existing
bookings must be ticketed by Sunday
30NOV, or within the ticketing time limit
whichever is earlier, or the new fares will
apply.

An iMac in Every Room
Paris hotel Mama Shelter has installed Apple
iMac multimedia centres in each of its 172
rooms.
The 24-inch screen on the iMac in-room
computer provides everything - HDTV,
music, radio, CDs, films, DVDs and internet.
Created by the Trigano family that founded
Club Med and designer Philippe Starck,
Mama Shelter combines modern,
technology-enabled accommodation with a
friendly, communal vibe. Each morning a
board lists local cultural events, and a variety
of live performances take place in the hotel
as well. Dining options range from a
communal table to cold cabinets stocked
with meals available for in-room candlelight
dining 24/7. Mama Shelter’s rooms vary
from 15sqm to 35sqm, priced starting at
EUR79 per night—very affordable by
Parisian standards.
www.mamashelter.com

CroisiEurope Croatia & Europe - Save $900 per Couple
Innovative Travel is offering a saving of up
to $900 per couple on the CroisiEurope
River Cruises 8-day Croatian Coast cruise ex
Dubrovnik, which is now priced from
$3034pp twin for all departures 26MAR–
30APR09.
There’s a saving of $960 per couple on the
15-day Amsterdam to Budapest cruise, now

departure.
“CroisiEurope’s first class river cruises
offers a relaxed, comfortable style and are
great value for money at regular pricing,”
says Carol Wisker, National Sales &
Marketing Manager, adding that the savings
represent exceptional value.
Call Innovative toll free on 0508 100111.
*Prices valid only when booked and paid by 31Jan09.priced from $5092pp twin for the 01APR09

Oberammergau Reminder
Innovative Travel’s Robyn Galloway says
their fully escorted tours to Oberammergau
for the 2010 Passion Play are filling quickly
and clients thinking of seeing this once-in-a-
decade spectacle will need to commit soon or
miss out. Innovative is offering two escorted
departures in May 2010 from Christchurch
or Auckland with confirmed accommodation
in Oberammergau Village and Passion Play
tickets.
Flyers are available from Stocklink or visit
www.innovative-travel.com and select
‘Groups’ for more information.

Haydn’s 200th

In 2009, on the occasion
of the 200th anniversary
of Joseph Haydn’s
death, Austria will
celebrate the most
positive and life-
affirming composer of all time. A diverse
cultural program awaits your clients in
Vienna, Eisenstadt and in the provinces of
Burgenland and Lower Austria to celebrate
the genius who counted Beethoven among
his students.
Click Here for details.

TOURS

Globus Platinum Collection
Globus has released its 2009 Platinum
Collection of premium holidays, including
new Platinum Discoveries which they say
provide an intimate connection with local
cultures and landscapes.
The Globus Platinum Collection offers first-
class holidays in Europe and North America
with superior hotels, smaller groups, greater
flexibility and a more leisurely pace, and
each holiday has been designed to provide
maximum flexibility and free time.
In South Dakota, travellers can stay
overnight in Custer State Park and take a
safari among herds of bison before a chuck-
wagon cookout, or in Alaska meet a
mountaineer to hear a first-hand account of
the summit climb of 6194m Mt McKinley.
In Ireland, they board a horse-drawn jaunting
car and travel through the Killarney National
Park for views of the woods, lakes and Ross
Castle.  Or in Tuscany, they can walk
medieval backstreets of Lucca before an
olive oil tasting.
Globus has also extended its Choose Your
Experience options throughout the entire
Platinum Collection, giving travellers the
flexibility to select their preferred experiences.
A new tour for 2009 is the 7-day Great
Resorts of the Canadian Rockies, priced
from $3029*pp twin share.  It features
mountain resorts like the Fairmont Chateau
Lake Louise in Alberta, as well as an option
to extend with a three-day train journey on
the Rocky Mountaineer from Banff to
Vancouver.    *Priced in NZD. Conditions apply.



20081125                          www.travelmemo.co.nzPage 10

AVIATION

Not Taking No for an Answer
Air New Zealand wants the Australian
Competition & Consumer Commission
(ACCC) to demonstrate consistency when
making its final ruling on the airline’s
application for a Cooperation Agreement
with Air Canada.
The proposed deal would involve Air Canada
and Air New Zealand jointly promoting and
selling direct flights between Sydney and
Vancouver (operated by AC) and Auckland
and Vancouver (operated by NZ).
The Australian competition watchdog last
week signaled that it would knock back the
proposal because it was concerned the
agreement was likely to reduce competition
on the Australia-Canada route and would be
detrimental to Australian consumers.

Air NZ is said to be struggling to understand
how the ACCC had formed its preliminary
view and would be making further
submissions ahead of the final determination.
The airline’s Group General Manager
International Ed Sims noted the fact that
Qantas had a code share relationship with
South African Airways on the ‘highly
uncompetitive’ Johannesburg route and a
code share with Japan Airlines.
“The ACCC would seem to be ignoring the
reality of the global economic meltdown and
the fact that this year more than two dozen
airlines around the globe have collapsed
while those remaining take the knife to their
businesses, including axing non-profitable
and marginal services,” Mr Sims said.

Alitalia Sale Goes Through
Italy’s Berlusconi government has
agreed to sell Alitalia’s assets to
investor group CAI and the bankruptcy
commissioner has formally signed off
on the offer which will see CAI pay
€427 million in cash for AZ’s assets
and take on €625 million of its debt.
CAI originally offered to pay €275
million in cash.
The Wall Street Journal reports that
before taking off, the new CAI-Alitalia
has to conclude the acquisition of
smaller rival Air One SpA, which will
be merged into the new carrier.

Two-for-One for the Obese
Clinically obese people who are
“functionally disabled by obesity” have the
right to two seats for the price of one on
flights within Canada, according to a
Supreme Court of Canada ruling.
Air Canada, Air Canada Jazz and WestJet
lost an appeal at Canada’s Federal Court of
Appeal in May and had sought to launch a
fresh appeal at the Supreme Court.

BA is joining the 21st century, having
signed a multi-million pound deal to
install an on-demand multimedia system
with bigger, clearer screens on all new-
delivery and next-generation aircraft.

Full Body Scanners Shelved
The European Commission has shelved plans
to introduce full body scanners at airports
but will keep restrictions on liquids in hand
luggage.
An EC spokesman said the commission
wants to take more time “to analyse” the
security use of the controversial machines,
which, while they are meant to fight
“terrorism”, have raised deep concerns about
privacy.

Queensland Airports, which owns Gold
Coast, Mt Isa and Townsville airports, may
bid for Cairns International Airport, which
is being sold by the Queensland State
Government.
Sources have told The Gold Coast Bulletin

that it was definitely interested in
bringing Cairns into its stable.
Macquarie Airports, which operates
Sydney airport, has also been tipped as a
possible buyer.

In case readers were wondering, the
seemingly never-ending litany of
engineering and operational incidents
involving Qantas has resulted in so much
mainstream media coverage that
TravelMemo sees little point in repeating
any of it.

Air France KLM reported a 96.2% drop in
consolidated net income for the quarter
ended 30SEP08 to €28 million (US$35.4
million). AF/KL reported earnings of €736
million for the same quarter a year ago.

China-Taiwan Weekday Flights
Nine mainland Chinese carriers have been
named by CAAC to operate weekday flights
between China and Taiwan. Services are
expected to start on 15DEC.
Air China, China Eastern, China Southern,
Hainan Airlines, Xiamen Airlines and
Shanghai Airlines all operate weekend cross-
strait flights, and they will be joined by
Sichuan Airlines, Shandong Airlines and
Shenzhen Airlines to operate the weekday
flights.

CRUISING

Christchurch International Airport Ltd has
reported OCT08 domestic passenger
growth of almost 20% compared with
OCT07.  While international volumes have
decreased by 3%, growth in the domestic
market has occurred over and above the
recent increase in seat capacity.

Sydney Harbour Traffic Jam
Four cruise ships are scheduled to visit
Sydney in one day next January, and the
shortage of cruise ship berths means that
two of them, including Aurora, will have to
moor in the middle of the harbour, with
passengers being ferried ashore on tenders.
According to Travel Weekly Carnival
Australia CEO Ann Sherry told industry
attendees at last week’s P&O Cruises and
Princess Cruises Partnership Summit that
she has vowed to get TV crews to film the
chaos and shame politicians into action
over the city’s inadequate cruise facilities.
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JUST CRUISING ....

Australia & NZ  Cruises   from $999*

Caribbean Cruises  from US$449*

Hawaii Cruises   from US$1099*

Mexico Cruises   from US$449*

Panama Canal Cruises   from US$799*

THIS WEEK’S 5-DAY FLASH SPECIALS

Tel: 09-444 2298

Fax:09-442 4228

CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITECLICK HERE TO VIEW OUR NEW-LOOK WEBSITE

* plus applicable fuel supplement
CLICK HERE TO

DOWNLOAD FLYER

from

NZ$2299*

*per person share twin Category Inside Guarantee Stateroom

LAST-MINUTE TRANSTASMAN SPECIALS
14 Nights

02 February ex Sydney

16 February ex Auckland

Book by 15DEC08 and receive complimentary upgrade to

Outside Obstructed View Category HH Stateroom

Upgrade to Oceanview from additional NZ$199^

^ per person share twin Category FF Outside

Upgrade to Verandah from additional NZ$2899^^

^^ per person share twin Category BC Verandah

ms Volendam

Seadream Notches up Milestones
SeaDream Yacht Club reports that, for
the first time in its seven year history,
all 55 staterooms on its twin mega
motor-cruisers, SeaDream I and
SeaDream II were occupied for their
seasonal Atlantic crossings this month
from the Mediterranean to the
Caribbean.
And of the guests aboard both yachts, a
record 70% had made a SeaDream
Atlantic crossing before, while 80% had
sailed on either or both of the ships
previously in the Mediterranean or
Caribbean, totalling 3,640 SeaDream
days at sea between them.
While on board, guests booked over 50
further SeaDream sailings in 2009 and
2010 – including one English couple on
SeaDream I who deposited for five
more weeks of voyages in 2009 to cap
off 72 weeks already sailed with
SeaDream.

Pandaw in Sarawak
Pandaw Cruises will inaugurate a new expedition
cruise on the Rajang River in Sarawak from
JUL09.
Following in the footsteps of the British explorer
and travel writer Redmon O’Hanlon, the brand
new Orient Pandaw will make an 8-night cruise
three times a month from Sibu to the Pelagus
Rapids and beyond, up the Baleh River.
The Rajang River is rarely visited by travellers on
account of its inaccessibility and lack of tourist
facilities. It is, though, the longest river in
Malaysia. Cruising in the extreme comfort of a
Pandaw, passengers will be able to visit Iban
longhouses, make boat trips up tributary rivers,
and see the vestiges of the colonial Brooke Raja.
Passengers will be able to view from the
Pandaw’s observation decks the rich tropical rain
forest close at hand, and jungle treks, for all
levels of walkers, are a must in this diverse and
exotic eco-paradise.
For an itinerary and schedules, contact NZ GSA
Francis Travel Marketing.

Pacific Star Cruises
Affected by Rescue
Crew from P&O Cruises’ Pacific Sun last
week successfully rescued four sailors
whose New Zealand-registered yacht
struck a reef 500 nautical miles east of
Mackay in the Coral Sea.
Two men with New Zealand passports, a
woman from France and a man from New
Caledonia were pulled onto the cruise ship
after a rescue operation which took just
over an hour.
The exercise, which involved Pacific Sun
launching a lifeboat with crew, including a
doctor, to reach the sailors on the shallow
reef system, put the ship 24 hours behind
schedule.
The next cruise will now be six days
instead of seven and will visit the ports of
Poum and Noumea in New Caledonia.
The ship had been scheduled to visit
Noumea, Lifou in the Loyalty Islands and
Vila.

SeaDream Offers Daylight
Saving Toll Free Booking
Toll-Free calls from New Zealand to SeaDream
Yacht Club’s booking centre in Miami can be
made until 1pm Tuesdays to Saturdays
throughout the duration of Daylight Saving.
Call 0800 7323 7326 and for general trade
information, brochures, itineraries, prices and
specials, call Julie Denovan on (+61 2) 9958
4444.
Seabourn Cruise Line has named its second

newbuild Seabourn Sojourn, according to a

report from Cruise Critic. The 32,000 gross ton

ship will be delivered in summer 2010 and will

reportedly be based in the UK for an inaugural

season.

There are industry rumours in Australia that

Royal Caribbean may base Rhapsody of the Seas

year-round in Australian waters and that

former P&O/Carnival man Gavin Smith, who has

just walked away from the Jetset Travelworld

gm role, may be about to head RCI regionally.

http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://francistravelmarketing.cruisefactory.net/pdf/185375/February%2009%20Trans%20Tasman%20specials%20Volendam.pdf
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Love was in the air in Sydney on Sunday as 100 couples renewed
their vows at the Princess Cruises Marry Me Again event.
The sun came out just in time for the two-hour event, held in front
of Princess Cruises’ ‘Love Boat’ Dawn Princess at Circular Quay.
The Princess Cruises Marry Me Again event was hosted by Kylie
Gillies and Larry Emdur of Channel 7’s The Morning Show.

More Carnival Capacity
from New York
Carnival Cruise Lines will increase capacity on its
seasonal cruise program from New York in 2010
with the 2,978-passenger Carnival Glory scheduled
to operate a variety of four and five-day Atlantic
Canada voyages JUN-SEP, followed by a series of
five one-week fall foliage cruises.
It marks the first time that Carnival has deployed
one of its largest ships on the highly popular
program.
Four-day cruises departing Thursdays feature a call
at Saint John, New Brunswick and scenic cruising
in the Bay of Fundy, while five-day cruises
departing on Mondays and Saturdays include stops
at Saint John and Halifax, Nova Scotia.  The
program commences with a four-day voyage
departing 06JUN10 (a one-time Sunday departure).
Week-long fall foliage itineraries beginning
Saturday, 11SEP10, feature Boston, Mass., Portland,
Maine, Saint John and Halifax, with a variety of
opportunities to view stunning fall colors and
explore these charming coastal cities.
Call Francis Travel Marketing for the details and
bookings.

Give us QE2’s Funnel
Thousands of people have signed an online petition
urging Nakheel, the new owners of the QE2, to
return the iconic funnel of the ship to Southampton
in the UK, where the Cunard fans want to see it
permanently located.
The liner is due to arrive in Dubai tomorrow for the
start of a new life and part of its transformation into
a hotel will include the removal of the funnel,
replaced by a four-storey glass penthouse tower.
The funnel is expected to be rebuilt on the island as
part of a grand entrance to a pier leading to the hotel.

Silversea Cruises has cancelled plans to base the 132-pax

expedition ship Prince Albert II in Tahiti next year, deciding

instead to begin an Arctic cruise program on 01JUN.

ACCOMMODATION

Cruise the Kimberley Coast
Pearl Sea Coastal Cruises has just released a new 5-day cruise for
2009 ideal for those with limited time to explore the Kimberley
coast. The adventure begins in Broome with a flight to One Arm
Point where the Kimberley Quest II awaits its guests’ arrival.
The next five days will be enjoyed discovering Montgomery Reef,
Ruby Falls and Raft Point along with Doubtful Bay, the rainforest of
the Sale River and as well as the Horizontal Falls at Talbot Bay.
The journey is completed in the waters off One Arm Point and its
myriad of surrounding islands, and is followed by a light aircraft
flight back to Broome.
Book your cruise for 2009 on the Kimberley Quest II by 31DEC08
and receive a 20% saving.  *Conditions apply

Two Hotels, Two Extreme Makeovers,
Two Minutes Apart
Prime Hotels has transformed two Wellington hotels - the
landmark Abel Tasman Hotel supremely located in Willis St.
and the Central City Apartment Hotel in Victoria St.

The Abel
Tasman, one of
the capital’s
original
premier hotels,
has undergone
a major
transformation.
The complete
fit out included
three floors of business rooms, four floors of corporate and
leisure/family mix, and the hotel’s conference and events
facilities.
The Central City Apartment Hotel, two minutes away around
the corner on Victoria St has undergone an extreme makeover
of its apartments – contemporary décor, flat screen TVs and a
chaise longue that converts to a day bed for the additional
person who may stay over.
Its 16 floors contain a mix of studios and one- and two-
bedroom suites, some reconfigured to give interconnecting
rooms ideal for family use. Many apartments have harbour
views and balconies.
Plans for early next year will see a café on the ground floor.
Both hotels are suitable for the corporate and leisure markets,
are WiFi enabled, have car parking and gym options. A full
food and beverage facility located in The Abel Tasman –
Bistro 169 – is a popular spot with an outdoor patio for
people-watching.
Prime Hotels is the hotel division of Primeproperty Group, a
major investor in Wellington’s property market.
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New Zealand Apartments
– 5 Years On
It is five years ago this month that
Anton and Jules Wilke launched their
New Zealand Apartments concept onto
the worldwide and New Zealand
leisure travel markets.
Since that time the collection has
grown to 50 apartments in 30 locations
and has expanded to also include 20
New Zealand Luxury Motels in
locations that lacked serviced
apartment accommodation.
The collection has been actively
marketed to international travel agents
at events such as TRENZ and through
extensive sales missions to key markets
such as UK, Europe, US and Australia.
An early challenge was to define
exactly what a New Zealand apartment
is to the global customer who has
different concepts of what an
‘apartment’ is to them.
“The majority of properties in the
collection feature on-site managers,
many of whom are Kiwi, are serviced
and overall offer a more personalised
approach”, explains Anton.
These days there are five staff working
for New Zealand Apartments and New
Zealand Luxury Motels plus additional
specialist support provided in the
North American market.  The parent
company is a member of New Zealand
Tourism Industry Association, Inbound
Tour Operators Council and
Christchurch and Canterbury Tourism.

GREEN MATTERSClaremont Country Estate Expands
Claremont Country Estate at Waipara Gorge in
North Canterbury now offers the Claremont Suite
and the Owner’s Retreat in addition to its three
homestead rooms known as the Rose, Fountain and
Lily rooms, all of which have ensuite bathrooms,
The Claremont Luxury Suite is a lavender-scented
suite with views over sweeping lawns to towering
twin mountain peaks. There is a separate private
sitting room with settee, writing desk and TV. The
bed is a super-king that can be configured into twin
singles. A charming en-suite bathroom with a claw
foot bath and a separate stall shower comes with
this suite.
The Owner’s Retreat is an extremely private self-
contained two-bedroom cottage and is one of two
distinctive farm cottages on the property. This
cottage is ideal for families with up to two younger
children and is also available for two couples or
three adults travelling together.
It is located on the farm and has a private fully
fenced garden where children can play safely.
Owner’s Retreat guests have access to the lodge
facilities and access to walks on the 2,400 acre
Estate and Private Nature Reserve. Guests also
participate in the Land Rover Safari adventure
tour.
This cottage, totally renovated early 2008 for the
owner’s personal use, features full double glazing,
insulation and has full air-conditioning and central
heating in the living, dining, kitchen and both
bedrooms. It is fully equipped for self-catering and
there is a separate laundry with washer and drier.
There is a sophisticated sound system, gas open
fire, leather settees and solid oak farmhouse style
dining furniture.
Visit www.claremont-estate.com

 Te Urewera Tourism Initiative
Next Sunday, Te Urewera Treks and Dutch
tour wholesaler TravelEssence will launch a
new tourism initiative which combines
indigenous rainforest restoration with
sustainable tourism.
The project is the realisation of a shared
vision between TravelEssence and Te
Urewera Treks to deliver a unique and
sustainable world-class tourism experience
for international visitors. The project
supports local iwi to reach their goal of
restoring their indigenous rainforests, and at
the same time provides valuable employment
opportunities in a region where long term
unemployment is a major issue.
The concept involves international visitors
offsetting their carbon emissions by planting
native tree seedlings. In addition they make a
donation to the ongoing management of the
resulting forest. The initiative will create a
number of employment opportunities
including tourist guiding, pest control, and
the establishment of a native seedling
nursery.

Te Urewera Treks, locally owned and
operated by Joe Doherty (Ngai Tuhoe) and
his wife Jo, provide one- to three-day guided
walks for small groups in the Whirinaki
Forest Park, Te Urewera National Park and
on private Maori land. The new tree planting
initiative is an optional half-day on each of
these treks.
TravelEssence, a tour wholesaler based is the
Netherlands, is owned and operated by ex-
pat Kiwi Andrew Morten. It specialises in
high quality, high value, individually tailored
tours to New Zealand with a focus on
sustainability.
TravelEssence expects more than 1,000 of
their clients to plant more than 5,000 trees in
Te Urewera over the next three years.
www.teureweratreks.co.nz
www.travelessence.nl

Certifying Sustainable Tourism
A global initiative aimed at bringing order to the suspect world of environmentally
sustainable tourism is set to be launched in January.
The new Sustainable Tourism Stewardship Council is part of the Marrakech Process, a
UN-led initiative to promote a shift towards global sustainable production and
consumption. It will set general standards for sustainable tourism applicable around the
world, provide information to the public and industry, and ensure that certifying bodies
for tourism companies conduct audits independently and at arm’s length.

Page 13
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Travel

PEARL’S  PEARLER

If you never change your mind, what’s the point of having one?

INDUSTRY

Win Trips for Two to China 
Two trips to China for two persons are the
grand prizes for travel agents attending the
CNTA’s China Gala Night and Workshop at
Sky City on Monday night, 08DEC.
Singapore Airlines and Air New Zealand are
each sponsoring a pair of tickets and CTS
Tours, with Regal Hotels and Millennium
Hotels, are sponsoring the land package.
The China National Tourism Office is
sponsoring the China Gala Night with a
delegation of 100 from China representing
20 provinces so there will be something for
everyone.
The China Workshop will start at 5:30pm,
followed by pre-dinner drinks and a banquet.

Paul Holmes, as Master of Ceremonies, will
entertain the audience with an account of  his
exhilarating trip to China last week.  It will be
a memorable evening as the CNTA will also
bring performers from China to entertain.
The CNTA will also sponsor a China Festival
as a public event at Botany Downs
Towncentre Stage 06/07/08DEC with details
available on www.chinatravel.co.nz  so be
sure to invite your clients as there will be
cultural performances throughout the day,
from 11am to 2pm.
Book your staff to attend the China Gala
Night at Sky City with Jean or Kevin at 09-
375 1711 or e-mail ticket9@chinatravel.co.nz.

Cox & Kings Buys Tempo Hols
Australia and New Zealand-based Tempo
Holidays has been acquired by Cox & Kings
India, in a deal reportedly worth US$25
million.
Trav Talk India quotes Cox & Kings CEO
Peter Kerkar as saying “Tempo Holidays is

an excellent fit for us and seeing the
performance of Tempo Holidays it reinforced
our belief that the Australian market is ready
for an upmarket brand such as Cox & Kings.
Our products would be widely distributed in
Australia and New Zealand.”

Adventure World’s Neil Rogers has
moved from Auckland to Sydney and
has been appointed to the role of
marketing manager for the
wholesaler’s Australian operation.
He had been AW’s Online Marketing
Manager here and will share his
expertise over there.

Auckland-based Executive Travel
hosted 60 of their clients at their
annual wine tasting functions held
over two intimate evenings last
month.  Wine knowledge was put to
the test, while customers and
Executive Travel staff had a chance to
network and enjoy each other’s
company.
Winners on the night took away
prizes including accommodation at an
IHG property and at The Quadrant
and Heritage hotels, as well as Avis
Rental car prizes.
Pictured here is the winning team
Glengarrys : (from left) Richard Baker
(Singapore Airlines), Clark Whiteman
(Avis), Robert Moss and Karen Jones.

LATE BREAK
Qantas yesterday launched non-stop
services between Australia and South
America. The Sydney to Buenos Aires
flights will operate three times a week,
using three-class Boeing 747-400 aircraft.

MGM Mirage, has announced plans to
develop a casino resort in southwest
Vietnam. The MGM Grand Ho Tram will
become Vietnam’s first Las Vegas-style
integrated resort when it opens in 2011.

Fiji’s tourism interests may be thrilled to
have been allocated F$23.4 million in the
2009 Budget, but the decision has
angered  Fiji’s National Farmers Union.
Fiji Broadcasting Corp quotes NFU
National President Sanjeet Maharaj as
saying to allocate 6.4 million dollars for
the sugar industry development and to
give that huge sum of money for tourism
sector is unjustified.
Maharaj says the money received from
sugar sales stays in Fiji while the huge
profits made in the tourism industry are
often shifted abroad by overseas
investors running big resorts.
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