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Give your clients the best of the South on a Kirra 
Tours 8 Day Southern Highlights tour. Luxury coach 
travel, quality accommodation and great value!
NEW ZEALAND COACH TOUR EXPERTS!

 8 Day NZ Southern Highlights

For further information contact Kirra Tours on 0508 3675 4772
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For further in

JAPAN RAIL PASS

CLICK HERE TO BOOK

tats clubThree Fantastic
Christmas Prize
Draws!

www.tats.co.nz

Renew your
TATS Membership

or Sign Up by 30NOV
to be in to win

HELEN CAMBELL
Tel: 09 966 2549 DDI
staff@topdog.co.nz

Roles to get Your Tail
Wagging

Travel Recruitment Specialist

www.topdog.co.nz
CLICK HERE

We’ve got plenty for you
to chase after

Susan Buckland’s

Melbourne Caper
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Now Including

Tararua
Product
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Marketing Still Key to Tourism Future
The tourism industry is thrilled that Prime
Minister-elect John Key is expected to
confirm his desire to become Minister of
Tourism when he forms a new cabinet within
the next week, says Tourism Industry
Association (TIA) Chief Executive Tim
Cossar.
“Mr Key’s stated desire to take on the
tourism portfolio in the weeks before the
election is a direct response to the Tourism
Industry Election Manifesto and a sign that
the industry could be about to get the

recognition - and support - it deserves,” Mr
Cossar says.
“This is the first time in a long time that the
tourism industry had this level of recognition
in the higher echelons of Cabinet.
“The current business climate is definitely
not business as usual for the tourism industry
as we, along with other industry sectors face
the impact of the global credit crisis. While
operators are telling us that they will get
through the summer season, the outlook from
April next year is much more uncertain.”

TRENZ Now Even More Important
Tourism will be a big player in helping New
Zealand move out of recession, says TIA
boss Tim Cossar.
“Our industry will need to work even
harder this year to meet the challenge of
the tougher economic environment and
ensure our voice is heard. Increasing our
market presence at all levels of the
industry will be a key to this.
“TRENZ will be an even more important
event for our industry in 2009. We need to
make sure that we’re promoting New
Zealand and its tourism experiences as
positively as we can to fend off competition
from other international markets and trade
shows,” Mr Cossar says.
“As an industry, we can’t afford to back
away from our core and emerging market
Buyers right at the time when we need to be

getting our voice out there even more
loudly.”
Exhibitor applications for TRENZ are now
open at www.trenz.co.nz until 18NOV.
TIA’s top priorities:
• Raise our share of voice in international

markets via increased investment in New
Zealand’s frontline marketing offshore

• Increase the focus on domestic market
and take advantage of the likelihood that
New Zealander’s could be more eager to
have a holiday at home this summer

• Put New Zealand’s best foot forward at
TRENZ and market ourselves harder than
ever in traditional markets, especially the
United States. Activity in emerging and
developing markets such as South
America, Central Europe and Eastern
Europe will also be a priority.

Further Slide in Total Guest Nights
Total guest nights in short-term commercial
accommodation decreased 5% in SEP08
compared with SEP07. Statistics New
Zealand says this is the fourth consecutive
month to show a decrease when compared
with the same month the previous year.

than the most recent low point in JAN06.
Guest nights decreased in all five
accommodation types, with motels showing
the largest decrease, down 77,000 (9%),
followed by backpackers, down 28,000 (9%).
Motel guest nights are dominated by
domestic guests while the majority of
backpackers guest nights are international.

The trend in total guest nights has been
decreasing since OCT07 but is still higher

Hold the Line on Rates - HANZ
In a story in Wednesday’s issue of
BusinessDay.co.nz, Hospitality Association
of New Zealand (HANZ) chief executive
Bruce Robertson urged accommodation
operators to hold prices and avoid the
temptation to discount in an attempt to shore
up flagging guest numbers.
“People aren’t coming to New Zealand
because of price,” Robertson told the online
publication.

holding its collective nerve to date, but
HANZ was expecting things to get much
worse, with the four to five percent drops
seen now becoming ten percent by April.
Despite the gloom, he said it was at times
like these that the best companies invested
more - rather than less - in marketing.
Robertson suggested to BusinessDay it might
be time for Tourism New Zealand to, at least
temporarily, take on a domestic brief to
encourage locals to holiday in New Zealand.

Auckland Flower Show Looms
This year’s Auckland Flower Show takes
place next week, 20-23NOV, at Alexandra
Park, and the wow factor for many is likely
to be flowers, with two floral design halls
displaying thousands of blooms. The large
Exhibition Gardens along the racetrack will
be viewable day and night, and from elevated
positions in the grandstands.
The show gardens will present new plants,
new thinking, and new materials in
landscape design, and the show will also
deliver education and entertainment.
www.theflowershow.co.nz

He said the industry had been pretty good at
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New Thrill from Today:  Nevis Arc
AJ Hackett Bungy New Zealand is launching
Queenstown’s latest thrill activity today.
The world leader in challenge and adventure
is opening the high velocity Nevis Arc – the
highest swing in the world – alongside the
world-famous 134m Nevis Highwire Bungy.
The Nevis Arc, a 120m ‘swing’ will be
accessed from a 70m-long walkway and
launch pad suspended over the Doolan’s
Creek Gorge spanning the Horn and Carrick
mountain ranges.
In a huge feat of engineering and technology
innovation, 150 tonnes of concrete was
poured into anchor blocks drilled deep into
the hillside either side of the gorge, from
which four 550m-long cables have been
suspended to hold the walkway and launch
pad.
Says AJ Hackett Bungy New Zealand
founder Henry van Asch: “I guarantee people
will be blown away – you’ll accelerate 6½
seconds towards rock faces and reach speeds
of 125kmh or more.
“People will swing out over the valley in a
massive arc of 80m or 120m, depending on

the ‘fear level’ they’ve chosen, and they can
do it forwards, backwards, alone or with a
friend.
“It will be extreme and exhilarating all at
once.”
A brand new 220sq m rural/urban-style base
building to cater for thrillseekers has been
built in a sunny location between Nevis
Highwire Bungy and Nevis Arc. The glass-
panelled building offers huge views of the
action and houses internet kiosks with the
latest model iMacs for people to instantly
upload their jump or arc images and share
them with friends and family around the
world.
“We envisage that the Nevis area will
become an adventure tourism destination in
its own right, an unforgettable experience
that incorporates the Nevis Highwire, Nevis
Arc and other activities we’ve got planned
for the area,” said Henry.
The new Nevis Arc will cost $170 for adults,
$110 for children, and a tandem arc will cost
$300. The ‘ultimate combo’ - Nevis Arc and
Nevis Highwire Bungy - is $350.

NZ Leads Way in Responsible Tourism
New Zealand has been named as a world
leader in responsible tourism.
Announced yesterday in London, New
Zealand won the ‘Overall Winner’ and ‘Best
Destination’ categories in the Virgin
Holidays Responsible Tourism Awards.
The Awards recognise destinations and
organisations that are making a positive
contribution to local cultures, economies and
the environment through tourism.
New Zealand was nominated for the first
time this year, alongside 1900 other
nominees from around the world.
The judges said: “New Zealand is our overall
winner for proving that it is possible to
develop a national strategy [New Zealand
Tourism Strategy 2015] which uses tourism to
help make better places to live and to visit.”

Outlook “Challenging”
Tourism Holdings Ltd (THL) chairman Keith
Smith told shareholders at the annual
meeting in Auckland this week that the
outlook is challenging. He said that it is not
yet clear how successful moves by
Governments around the world to shore-up
the financial system will be.
“Already there are signs of consumers
cutting back on discretionary spending – and
this is creating stress in some sectors of the
tourism industry. Based on current booking
trends and the weak first quarter we expect
to report a small trading loss for the six
months which is down on last year’s result
and includes continuing losses at Ci Munro
over this period.
“We expect a very challenging second six
months as well but are unable to fully
quantify the impact on the year end at this
point however reported NPAT for the year
will be well below last year’s $14.3m.”
“For New Zealand, there are some
positives,” says Mr Smith. “There will be a
significant increase in seating capacity from
the introduction of new, wide bodied aircraft
early next year, and airlines can be expected
to undertake strenuous promotion to fill
those seats. The low levels to which the New
Zealand dollar has fallen against leading
northern hemisphere currencies will assist
this traffic.”

Queenstown’s V ia Ferrata rock
climbing attraction The Rungway has
been rebranded and is now called
Climbing Queenstown.

www.climbingqueenstown.com

Glenorchy Air Rail Trail
This new Queenstown product combines a
Glenorchy Air flight with a Central Otago
Rail Trail bike-ride. Fly to Auripo Road, bike
a section of the Trail for pick up at Chatto
Creek, drive to Alexandra Airport, fly back
to Queenstown. Duration: approx 4 – 4½
hours, depending on fitness.
Priced at $425 adult, $215 child (2-13 years),
it features include high-class bikes and
helmets, with children’s bikes available.
air@glenorchy.net.nz

Tararua Online
Tourism website NZ Online has just added
Tararua region product to its comprehensive
www.nzonline.org.nz listings.
The Tararua region stretches from the
Ruahine and Tararua ridges to the Pacific
coast - Norsewood, Dannevirke, Woodville,
Pahiatua, Eketahuna, Ballance and Pongaroa
as well as the coastal areas of Akitio and
Herbertville.

 It’s at the heart of the Classic New Zealand
Wine Trail and there’s great fishing, eco-
tourism and adventure opportunities, the
National Wildlife Centre at Mount Bruce
and the mighty Tararua windmills.
Guest accommodation ranges from lovingly
restored country homesteads to the rugged
charm of a beachside cabin.
Check out NZOnline’s website for the latest
Tararua listings.

Conservationist Sir David Bellamy has
opened a new 31km network of walking
tracks in the Oparara Valley near Karamea
on the West Coast. The tracks give access

to the largest limestone arch in Australasia.
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Europcar Offers Free Car Hire
Car hire company Europcar is releasing three
hot Christmas deals with up to 48 hours of
free hire for passenger cars rented and
returned to selected Europcar locations.
Hot deal 1: Christchurch to Picton
includes: 24 hours free hire and 500km free
travel. Cars must be picked up in
Christchurch and returned to Picton.
Hot deal 2: Wellington to Auckland
includes: 48 hours free hire and 750km free
travel. Cars must be picked up in Wellington
and returned to Auckland
Hot deal 3: Christchurch to Greymouth
includes: 24 hours free hire and 350km free
travel. Cars must be picked up in Wellington
and returned to Auckland
The deals are valid on passenger cars from
01DEC08 until 30MAR09 subject to
availability.
Call 0800 800 115.  * Conditions apply.

Guests who stay at The Glebe
Apartments Queenstown for four
nights or more in one of their two or
three-bedroom apartments before
30APR09 are offered two free adult jet

boat rides with Skippers Canyon Jet
Experience. The bonus jet boat offer
includes transfers from The Glebe.

www.newzealand-apartments.co.nz

AUSTRALIA

Exclusive Trade Screening of AUSTRALIA
New Zealand agents will be amongst the first
in New Zealand to see the movie Australia
starring Nicole Kidman and Hugh Jackman.
The exclusive media screenings of Australia
are open to all New Zealand travel agents
and, to attend, simply RSVP at
nzpremieres@tourism.australia.com with
your name, company and desired location to
attend.

Australia in Auckland on Monday 15DEC, a
‘by invitation only’ event.
“We are confident that after seeing Baz
Luhrmann’s Australia, travel agents will
leverage the unparalleled opportunity
presented by this film for Australian tourism
and engagement by consumers, who will fall
in love with Australia’s beauty and
diversity,” says Tourism Australia’s regional
manager, Jenny Aitken.
“This will help them convert the opportunity
into selling customers new and unique
Australian holiday experiences and further
enhancing their bottom lines.”
The exclusive screenings of Australia are
presented by Tourism Australia and its state
& territory partners in association with
Twentieth Century Fox and Variety – The
Children’s Charity.

      Seats are limited, so register now.

Queenstown  Monday 01DEC, 5pm
Reading Queenstown Cinema 1
Christchurch  Wednesday 03DEC, 5pm
Hoyts Riccarton, Westfield Shopping Mall
Wellington  Monday 08DEC, 5pm
Reading Courtenay Central

The exclusive screenings will culminate in
the red carpet New Zealand premiere of

Gordon Ramsay’s Maze for Crown Melbourne
Crown has announced that Gordon Ramsay’s
Maze restaurant will open in Melbourne
within Crown’s new, third hotel in early
2010.
While based on French cuisine, Maze’s food
has Asian influences and offers small tasting
plates.  Guests are encouraged to order
individually or sample many dishes. Maze

London, New York and Prague menus, for
example, feature dishes such as bouillabaisse
of red mullet with fennel puree and halibut
ravioli with braised carrots, gremolata and
veal vinaigrette. Maze has been awarded a
Michelin star and won an unprecedented
number of awards during its first year of
operation.

Choice Hotels Australasia has almost doubled its total Tasmanian room stock by signing

up four new hotels – Quality Hotel Hobart Airport, Quality Hobart Midcity Hotel, Quality

Hotel Colonial Launceston and Clarion Hotel City Park Grand Launceston. The signings

bring CHA’s total Tassie line-up to 15 properties and 638 rooms.

Come Walkabout with CCC
To mark the release of the movie Australia,
Captain Cook Cruises is offering two special
“Walkabout” packages.
The Australian City Gold product includes
a Sydney Harbour Gold Dinner Cruise for
two with priority boarding at 6.30pm, a
welcome Captain’s Cocktail Reception and
an invitation to visit the Wheelhouse.
With Sky Deck seating and lounge
entertainment, your clients will be served a
deluxe 7-course degustation menu with
vintage Australian wines complementing
each course, plus an open bar of house
spirits, beer and soft drinks.
Valid for sale to 15JAN09 and travel
01NOV08 until 31MAR09, the package is
A$378 for two people and cruises depart
daily at 7pm with priority boarding at 6.30pm
from No.6 Jetty, Circular Quay.
The Australian River Spirit packages
include savings on a three or four-night
Murray River cruise, a Barossa Valley tour,
plus a free Greater Union Cinema Pass.
The three-night package departs every Friday
at 4.30pm and prices start from First person
A$775 twin share and 2nd person A$388.
The four-night package starts from First
person A$999 twin share and 2nd person
A$500 and departs every Friday and Monday
at 4.30pm.
If clients book the Barossa Valley Day Tour
departing from Mannum at the completion of
the cruise and concluding at Adelaide they
will also receive a Free Greater Union
Cinema Pass valid to 31MAR09.
The package is valid for sale to 15JAN09 and
valid for travel from 01NOV08 to 28FEB09.
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I was in Melbourne a couple of weekends ago,

waiting for the tour escort of what promised to be

a novel look at Melbourne, when these two

gorgeously garbed gals rocked up to the hotel.

The men in the lobby looked on with envy while my

friends and I were greeted by Miss Betty and Miss

Shirley, as these gals called themselves.  Decked

in a confection of vintage clothing, in keeping with

the vintage shopping tour they were about to take

us on, the divine misses Betty and Shirley swept

us out to our tour transport – two lovingly

rehabilitated 1960s cars.

And off we went to visit the first of ten shops

carefully chosen by our vintage-loving tour

escorts. Shops which would include not only

clothes but curios, industrial knick-knacks,

children’s toys and even a retro roof garden

restaurant and bar.

Vintage and retro styles are enjoying a

renaissance. Second hand prices add to the fun.

So Betty and Shirley have poured enterprise and

accumulated knowledge of interesting shops into

their Vintage Outing tour and sold the idea to the

operator of Melbourne’s successful Hidden

Secrets Tours.

It’s a blast. And for second and third time round

Melbourne visitors, a lively way of getting to know

the city. We drove round in the comfort in our

built-to-last Vauxhall and Fiat cars, the city

opening up as we moved from shop to shop. From

Arthur’s Circus  selling vintage toys, collectibles

and lighting in North Melbourne to Gigi’s selling

vintage home goods and kitchen wear in South

Melbourne, to Izzi & Popo European retro, Circa

Vintage Clothing in Brunswick and Empire Vintage

near Albert Square and several other shops in

between.

All the rummaging and poking around and parting

with mostly modest sums for venerable treasures

in places with names like Meet Me at Miles and

Industrial culminated in a roof terrace lunch at

Mme Brussels. In the entertaining company of its

manager Miss Pearl, we dipped into cucumber

sandwiches and cupcakes and tall glasses of

Pimms. And under the shining Melbourne sun we

drank to the past. And to the future – another

weekend in Melbourne, lifted out of the been-

there-done-that by the likes of the charming

Misses Betty and Shirley.

Susan Buckland travelled to Melbourne
courtesy of Air New Zealand.

A vintage tour: tours@hiddensecretstours.com
Website: www.hiddensecretstours.com
Phone: +61 3 9329 9665

Melbourne Caper
A novel view of Melbourne from TravelMemo’s occasional Feature Writer, Susan Buckland

Miss Betty and Miss Shirley, the Vintage Outing tour escorts

Australia’s Outback
Northern Territory Famil
Australia’s Outback Northern Territory
played host to 8 agents from around NZ,
who spent a week (20-26OCT) exploring
the stunning natural landscapes and
ancient cultural attractions of Kakadu
National Park and then unwinding in
Darwin – a star of Australia the movie.
Darwin is a cosmopolitan and vibrant
city offering a mix of cultures, a
pioneering history and spectacular
sunsets over the water.
WWII put the city on the map as a major
allied military base for troops fighting
the Japanese in the Pacific, and although
often missing from history books, the
fact is Darwin was continuously bombed
for months on end, and was flattened
twice in attacks comparable to Pearl
Harbour but of much longer duration.
21st century Darwin offers a wide range
of things to see and do – visit the Darwin
Museum, WWII historical sites, Mindil
Beach and Parap Markets, abundant art
galleries, wildlife parks, nightlife, plus
many outdoor dining options.
Those on the famil were: Alan Ward -
Travel Smart Queenstown; Kellie
Walker - Adventure Travel AKL; Trisha
Inglis - Travel Managers WLG; Rose de
Vries - House of Travel Plimmer Steps
WLG; Kendall Collie - Pukekohe
Travel; Kathy Twydle - Adventure
Travel WLG; Vera Liddicoat - United
Travel Cambridge; Belinda Fifield -
House of Travel Christchurch City.

Kathy Twydle and Kendal Collie when the
croc snapped at Crocosausus Cove

Kendal Collie, Kathy Twydle, & Kellie Walker
with a little’un
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IndyCar Out;
A1GP for Gold Coast
The Indy Racing League,
having tried to extract a further
A$3 million from the
Queensland Government and
also get the race dates changed
from October to March –
putting it up against Formula 1
GP racing in Melbourne and
the Clipsal 500 in Adelaide –
has been dropped by the Gold
Coast events calendar. It ends
an 18-year appearance by the
IndyCars.
Instead, the Bligh Government
has confirmed that the A1GP’s
Ferrari-powered national-
flagged teams will line up on
the Surfers grid in the 2009
Gold Coast 300. The V8
Supercars have also been
confirmed to continue to race at
the annual event.

Australia has earned the

coveted spot as the world’s

top country brand for the

third consecutive year in the

2008 Country Brand Index

announced at this week’s

World Travel Market in

London. The Top Ten, in

order were: Australia,

Canada, United States, Italy,

Switzerland, France, New

Zealand, United Kingdom,

Japan, and Sweden.

SOUTH PACIFIC

Rydges Opens in Fiji
Rydges Hotels and Resorts has secured the rights to manage
the Hideaway Resort Fiji. The 115-room resort was rebranded
as Rydges Hideaway Resort Fiji from 29OCT.
First purchased by the Fiji Teachers Union Co-operative
Thrift and Credit Society Ltd, the resort is located on a white
sand beach on the Coral Coast, one hour’s drive from Nadi. It
offers rooms with lagoon and garden views, beachfront villas
and bures, two restaurants and a bar, swimming pool, kids
club and activities including tennis, archery and diving.

Senikai for Groups
Anna Friend is promoting something different for groups to
Fiji. She says you can prebook the Senikai Floating Spa for
groups up to 25 pax.
“Take them out to Bounty Island for a day trip and we can
take some of our highly trained therapists out to provide a
range of express spa services,” says Anna.
“We can offer you a gift certificate for clients to redeem
during their stay (value can be as little as F$20 for a hand
massage). We can also arrange for Essence of Viti gifts to be
delivered to your clients when they arrive in Fiji and these
can have company business cards included or with some
products logos printed on to the packs.”
This is a very inexpensive but aromatic way of welcoming
your clients to Fiji.

Save up to 40%
off Fiji Cruises
Captain Cook Cruises is offering up to 40% off their
Fijian three, four and seven-night Yasawa Island
cruises aboard MV Reef Escape. The sale is on until
15JAN09 and travel can be taken from 01NOV08 to
31MAR09.

Air Pacif ic has launched its new
Expedia-powered packaging system,
AirPacif icHolidays.com, on its
website. It offers consumers packaged
air + accommodation + bonuses in NZ$.
With the airfare component also

available to agents, it is not considered

a threat by retailers.

Condé Nast Traveller has included
Pacific Resort Aitutaki in its list of the
Top 20 Resorts in Australia and the

Pacific. Its Readers Choice Survey is
the largest independent poll of
consumer ‘preferences’ in the U.S.
with over 32,663 readers voting in

2008.
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ASIA

Deferring Travel to Indonesia
Garuda Indonesia has announced its revised
policy for deferring departures from 11NOV08
to 31DEC08
Deferred Travel Arrangements
• For pax departing to Indonesia prior to

31DEC08, bookings may be deferred and
rebooked without fees, provided reservations
are amended no later than 25NOV08.

• Affected passengers must be rebooked to
travel within six months of their original
travel date.

• New travel dates must be booked in the same
class.

• If a lower class fare is booked, cancellation
fees will apply.

• If a higher fare is booked additional
collection will be required.

• Any difference in taxes/surcharges will also
be applicable.

• If the subsequent booking is cancelled,
cancellation penalties will apply.

Cancelled Bookings
As the level of the government travel advice has
not changed, normal cancellation fees will apply
to cancelled tickets.
For pax departing 01JAN09 onwards, normal
amendment/cancellation policies and charges
will apply.
Garuda Indonesia says it will continue to
monitor the situation.

Hong Kong’s Statue Square in Central will

feature a 10-storey-tall traditionally designed
Christmas tree and it will be lit up every day
during the Hong Kong WinterFest period.
The 2008 Hong Kong WinterFest will be
staged from 28NOV08 to 04JAN09.

Golden Beaches & Jungles
Discover three beautiful tropical islands, swim
and snorkel in warm blue seas and relax on
stunning beaches on 14-day Explore Worldwide
small group Thailand holiday, priced from
$3017pp.
First stop ex Bangkok is Khao Sok National
Park, where travellers can indulge in elephant
riding and jungle walks.  From the mainland
head out into the Gulf of Thailand to visit three
islands, the first being the idyllic island of Koh
Phangan, with its many isolated coves, beaches;
and laid back approach. Take a boat tour around
the island visiting waterfalls and coves. Then a
short ferry ride to Koh Tao, world-famous for its
magnificent diving and snorkelling. Take a trip
by boat to some of the main snorkelling sights, or
simply enjoy the scenery of this small, forested
island. Keen divers may also like to enjoy a few
dive outings. Finally cruise back to Koh Samui
and simply relax on the white sand beaches or
maybe partake in some of the many options
available on the island, such as a Thai cooking
course.
Call Adventure World on 09-522 5946.

Qantas has announced that it will grow its China network, with daily China Eastern codeshare

flights between Shanghai and Chengdu and Xi’an on sale from now.

In other news, Bloomberg reports that Shanghai –based China Eastern has parked 10% of its

fleet in the wake of the global economic slowdown.

$150 per stateroom 
on 8-day itineraries

$250 per stateroom 
on 10-day or longer

Hurry—offers expire
31 December, 2008

GUEST NAME BOOKING NUMBER

YOUR NAME AGENCY NAME

ADDRESS IATA NUMBER

CITY STATE POSTCODE

EMAIL PHONE NUMBER

Note: $150 bonus commission per stateroom for all 8-day itinerary bookings and $250 bonus commission per stateroom for all 10-day and longer itinerary bookings.
Not combinable with any other coupons or travel vouchers.Commission not valid on FAMs, 2-for-1 fares, groups or wholesale. Valid on new bookings made between
14 October 2008 and 31 December 2008 for all available 2009 departures. One coupon per stateroom. Coupon must be faxed to 02 9299 9226 . Australia and New
Zealand travel agents only. Coupon expires 31 December 2008 and must be received six weeks prior to departure. ABN: 81 131 274 372 (250-09-AUS)

AGENCY BONUS COMMISSION
Now through 31 December, 2008

*ALL INFORMATION BELOW MUST BE SUPPLIED TO ENSURE PAYMENT.

Cut this out and return to Viking River Cruises.

Agency Bonus Commission for 2009 Bookings
You can now earn up to $250 per stateroom booked for 2009 between now and 31 December, 2008 —

* Book your clients on any of our 8-day itineraries and you can earn $150 per stateroom

* Or, better yet, if you book a 10-day or longer itinerary you can earn $250 per stateroom

ROMANTIC DANUBE
8 Days, Budapest to Nuremberg  

RHINE GETAWAY
8 Days, Amsterdam to Basel 

TREASURES OF THE RHINE
15 Days, Basel to Antwerp

CITIES OF LIGHT
12 Days, Paris – Trier to 
Nuremberg – Prague

DANUBE EXPLORER
8 Days, Vienna to Nuremberg

DANUBE HOLIDAY DELIGHT
8 Days, Passau to Vienna

ELEGANT ELBE
12 Days, Berlin – Magdeburg to 
Melnik – Prague

TULIPS & WINDMILLS
10 Days, Roundtrip Amsterdam

PORTRAITS OF SOUTHERN FRANCE
8 Days, Chalon to Avignon

PARIS & THE HEART OF NORMANDY
8 Days, Paris to Le Havre

GRAND EUROPEAN TOUR
15 Days, Amsterdam to Budapest

EASTERN EUROPEAN ODYSSEY
16 Days, Bucharest to Nuremberg

WATERWAYS OF THE CZARS
13 Days, St. Petersburg to Moscow

RUSSIAN RHAPSODY
16 Days, St. Petersburg, Volgograd to Moscow

CHINA’S CULTURAL DELIGHTS
17 Days, Beijing & Xian, 11-day 
Yangtze river cruise, Shanghai

IMPERIAL JEWELS OF CHINA
12 Days, Shanghai, 6-day 
Yangtze river cruise, Xian & Beijing

ROOF OF THE WORLD
16 Days,Beijing, Xian, Lhasa, Chongqing,
6-day Yangtze river cruise, Shanghai

For reservations or information, call toll-free —
From Australia: 1800 829 138

From New Zealand: 0800 447 913

Fa  o r com lete  co on to      CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD FORM
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Macau Numbers
During the first ten months of 2008, 25.1
million visitors arrived in Macau SAR, up
14.6% on the same period of 2007.
Some 58% arrived from Mainland China,
with 39.5% travelling under the individual
visit scheme.
Other source markets included Hong Kong
SAR (27% of the total), followed by Taiwan
(4.5%), Malaysia (1.4%), Japan (1.2%),
Philippines (1.1%), Republic of Korea
(1.0%), Thailand (0.8%), Singapore (0.8%),
and the USA (0.7%).
In OCT08, New Zealand visitors were up
22%, well ahead of the overall growth of 8%
over the same month of 2007.

THE AMERICAS

The Las Vegas Convention & Visitors

Authority has created a Shop Vegas

Passport with coupons that can be

redeemed at one of seven malls.

Visitors can print out the coupon from

h t t p : / / v i s i t l a s v e g a s . c o m . a u /

e n t e r t a i n m e n t /

LVCVA%20Shopping%20passport.pdf

Times Square Golf
The Crowne Plaza Times Square-Manhattan,
fresh from a US$85 million revamp, has
unveiled eighteen lavish rooms fitted with
custom, built-in putting greens.
Guests can perfect their short game with the
hotel’s state-of-the-art Odyssey putters and
take home exclusive Callaway® golf balls
after enjoying a deluxe “golf breakfast”
delivered to their room.  In addition, guests
who take advantage of these rooms before
31JAN09 also receive a certificate for a
round of golf on America’s ultimate golf
destination: Hilton Head Island.

AFRICA / MIDEAST

Hike USA National Parks
and Save
Travellers can save 5% on three Footloose
lodging tours departing in FEB09. These
small group trips have been designed for
people of all ages looking for an active
outdoor holiday staying in comfortable
accommodation.
American West - 8 days ex San Francisco
01FEB is now priced from $2996 (was
$3154). Travel from San Francisco via
Yosemite, central California, Las Vegas,
Grand Canyon and Sedona to Los Angeles.
Canyons and Indian Lands - 7 days ex Las
Vegas 02FEB is now priced from $2602 (was
$2739). Enjoy active days visiting Zion NP,
Bryce Canyon NP, Monument Valley and
Grand Canyon NP.
National Parks Walk - 10 days ex Las Vegas
06FEB is now priced from $3195 (was
$3363). Discover the wonders of the
American southwest - Zion NP, Bryce
Canyon NP, Moab/Arches NP, Moab/
Canyonlands NP, Monument Valley, Grand
Canyon NP and Las Vegas.
Call TrekAmerica GSA Adventure World on
09-522 5944.

The Voodoo Trail - Selected by National Geographic Adventure
National Geographic Adventure magazine
has just released its November issue with its
Top 25 list of new adventures for 2009.
Adventure World reports that the G.A.P
Adventures Africa program has once again
been recognized as providing inventive,
adventurous new tours for travellers. ‘The
Voodoo Trail’, their brand new trip to Togo,
Benin and Burkina Faso, was chosen to be
part of this elite list of adventures.
This 16-day tour starts in Lome, Togo and
ends in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso.
Traversing through three countries, including

virtually the entire length of Benin, this is a
culturally rich adventure to places most of
the world has never heard about. Your clients
can walk through a stilt village, meet a King,
experience a Voodoo ceremony and hike
through remote mountain villages to get an
appreciation of the nature and culture of this
part of West Africa.
Trip is priced from $2839pp plus US$400
local payment.  It’s on page 77 of the newly
released G.A.P Adventures Africa and
Middle East 2009-10 brochure.
Call Adventure World on 09-522 5941.

60 Years on the Wallaby Route
Qantas is today celebrating the 60th
anniversary of flights between Australia and
South Africa – known as the Wallaby Route.
The successful survey flight between
Australia and South Africa on 14 November
1948 was another remarkable achievement
for Qantas Empire Airways, following the
introduction of the Kangaroo Route between
Australia and the United Kingdom in 1947.
QEA flew a Lancastrian aircraft (pictured at
right) from Sydney to Johannesburg via
Perth, the Cocos (Keeling) Islands and
Mauritius.
When commercial passenger services
commenced four years later, operated by a
Lockheed Constellation L-749A aircraft, the
route became known as the Wallaby Route
because of the ‘short hops’ between ports

along the way.
Electra aircraft were introduced on the route
in the 1960s, new speed records were set and
a flight time of 54 hours was recorded in
June 1963 against the Super Constellation
time of 61 hours, 40 minutes. Today, with
favourable tailwinds, Qantas B747-400s fly
between JNB and SYD in under 12 hours.
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EUROPE

Pyramids, Nile Cruising & Temples
Adventure World’s best selling 9-day
Splendours of Egypt itinerary takes in the
true wonders of the country. Over four nights
cruise the Nile from Luxor to Aswan with
many stops along the way, visit the Temple
of Karnak, Colossi of Memnon statues,
Valley of Kings, Temple of Edfu, Temple of
Kom Ombo and enjoy a motorised felucca
tour.  Explore the giant temples of Abu
Simbel and in Cairo visit the famous
Egyptian Museum with over 100,000
antiquities, the Citadel of Saladin, the
alabaster Mosque of Mohamed Ali and the
old bazaar of Khan el Khalili.  Depending on
your client’s level of comfort, they can
choose from 4, 4½ or 5-star accommodation
options.  AW’s lead-in price starts from
$2834pp share twin.  Call 09-522 5946.

VisitBritain’s James Bond Site
Capitalising on the new movie Quantum of
Solace, VisitBritain has created a dedicated
website to inspire visitors to try James Bond
experiences and the 007 lifestyle.
The site - www.visitbritain.co.nz/bond -
reveals the whereabouts and sources of the
many luxuries enjoyed by
Bond, including shaken,
not stirred, martinis, posh
hotels, his exclusive
shoemaker and barber.
There are also details of
the ‘For Your Eyes Only’
and other exhibitions, and
much more.

Czech Republic on Eurail Pass
From 01JAN09, the Czech Republic will be
included in the Eurail Global Pass, as well as
becoming a Eurail Select Pass member. In
addition, Bulgaria has been added to the
range of One Country Passes on offer.
The Eurail Global Pass, introduced simply as
the “Eurailpass” in 1959 has seen many
extensions over the years increasing from the
original 13 countries to the 20 countries
available today, following the inclusion of
Croatia and Slovenia at the beginning of this
year. With direct borders to Eurail Select
Pass members Germany and Austria, the
number of adjoining three, four and five
country combinations to choose from has
increased dramatically, maximizing the
appeal of the already popular Select Pass.
The Czech Republic’s unique landlocked
position in the heart of Europe is
advantageous to rail travellers. The dense
railway structure links the capital, Prague, to
many interesting cities and villages within
the country, as well as having excellent
international connections. Both Vienna and
Berlin can be reached in less than five hours
by direct train.
The Eurail Group says it will be launching
several attractive 50th anniversary special
offers globally in 2009. Details are yet to be
announced.

Free Days on Car Leases
Car leasing/rental specialist globalCARS is
offering a bonus up to nine free days on 17-
day leasings on all models of brand new
Citroen vehicles if booked and paid by 31DEC
for collection during the whole of 2009.
For repeat customers there are an additional
three free days on a range of vehicles
including C5 saloons and tourers which are
ideal for family use.
Prices range from NZ$35 a day for an
Economy Citroen C3 1.4L or from NZ$43 a
day for a Compact Citroen C4 1.6L car.
The French Government allows
manufacturers to lease to non-French
residents free of all duties and taxes and
comes with zero insurance excess. This
ensures that your clients receive the best
possible value for money and is often more
competitive than hiring a car.
They pick up the vehicle at a choice of 34
locations in France and Europe and once the
lease period expires, they simply return the
vehicle to their nominated return point.
Call 0800 450 403.

Royal Brunei Airlines
London Earlybird Fares
Royal Brunei has released Earlybird Fares to
London with sales to 15DEC08. OW fares ex
AKL start at $1011 and RT from $1966, fuel
inclusive. Call your consolidator for details.

The Irish Are Coming
The Tourism Ireland Trade Mission is in
Auckland on Monday, with experts flying in
from the Emerald Isle representing Dublin
Tourism, Island Ferries, Jameson Distillery
Tours – Dublin and Cork, Manor House
Hotels & Irish Country Hotels, Railtours
Ireland, Town and Country Homes & Irish
Farmhouse Holidays, the Northern Ireland
Tourist Board and Aer Lingus. There are lots
of door prizes including the chance to win a
trip to Ireland. Have you RSVPd?

Oberammergau
with Tauck World Discovery
Adventure World says Tauck World
Discovery has three journeys in 2009 that
feature the Oberammergau Passion Play,
which is staged each decade in the small
Bavarian town. The trips are A Week
in…Bavaria, the Dolomites & Venice from
$8,593; Alpine Interlude from $10,889;
and Romantic Germany from $11,847.
Included in the Tauck packages are
• Premier seating in the best available

category at the Passion Play.
• Multi-night stays at hotels carefully

selected for their convenient locations
in city centre or in the heart of small
towns and villages for a taste of local
life.

• Comprehensive sightseeing led by local
guides and Tauck Directors.

• Private tours of must-see sights and
attractions.

• Most meals, many at restaurants
specially chosen for their authentic
regional cuisine.

• Special cultural connections and
entertainment available only to Tauck
guests.

• Round-trip airport transfers upon
arrival and departure, gratuities to local
guides, admission fees, taxes and
porterage.

Prices are per person share twin.
For itineraries visit
www.adventureworld.co.nz or call
Tauck’s GSA Adventure World on
09-522 5949.
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G.A.P Adventures Africa &
Middle East 2009-10
Adventure World says the 2009 season
sees G.A.P Adventures introduce a
106-page standalone Africa and
Middle East brochure into the New
Zealand marketplace featuring a small
group trip style to suit every traveller,
from a classic trip to an overland
safari, an active trip or volunteer trip.

Africa, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia;
and on to the Middle East countries of
Egypt, Morocco, Oman, Yemen, the
UAE and Turkey.
G.A.P matches every dollar donated,
meaning 100% of all donations are
doubled and go directly to Planeterra
Projects like installing water tanks in a
remote village in western Kenya.
Call G.A.P GSA Adventure World on
09-524 5118.

G.A.P can
take your
clients to the
Africa -
Benin,
Gabon,
Togo,
Botswana,
Ethiopia,
Kenya,
Madagascar,
Malawi,
Mali, South

No Surcharges
with Peregrine
No currency or fuel surcharges will be
added to Peregrine expedition voyages
departing during the 2009 Arctic and
2009-2010 Antarctic seasons.*
No currency surcharges will be added
to all other Peregrine and Gecko’s trips
departing by 31AUG09.*
Standard booking conditions apply, so
your clients do not have to pay in full
to have the confidence and added
security that the price they have been
quoted is the price they will end up
paying.
* Guarantee applies to the land tour or voyage
price only, does not apply to airfares, or any
additional travel arrangements booked in
conjunction with the tour, and does not apply to
Peregrine’s Icebreaker Expeditions. Standard
booking conditions apply.

TO GET YOUR OWN
FREE SUBSCRIPTION

to TravelMemo
 visit

www.travelmemo.co.nz

AVIATION

Tourist numbers to Antarctica are

soaring. In the 1992-93 season, just

6700 tourists visited the region,

many aboard cruise ships. By the

summer of 2007-08, that had risen

fourfold to 29,530.

Qantas First to Blink
Overcapacity on New Zealand domestic routes
and fierce competition on airfares has seen Air
New Zealand, Pacific Blue and Qantas staring
each other down in the battle for market share.
And Qantas has been the first to blink, opting to
reduce its domestic New Zealand schedule by
25% by the end of January.
Denise McNabb of The Independent reports in
yesterday’s online BusinessDAY that documents
obtained by The Independent yesterday show
Qantas will cut 29 of its current 114 domestic

flights a week and will start paring back services
from 06DEC on routes from AKL to WLG, CHC
and ZQN and from CHC to ZQN and to ROT.
Denise McNabb quotes a Qantas spokesman as
saying main trunk route flights would be reduced in
off-peak times while weekday flights between CHC
and ZQN will be cut along with weekend flights
between CHC and ROT.
Qantas says there are no plans to cut staff but that,
in the prevailing market conditions, it continues to
review all aspects of its business.

A wildcat strike by Alitalia workers fighting

the plan to salvage AZ by cutting workers and

flights has caused chaos at Italian airports. The

EC has approved the sell-off of Alitalia assets

without it cutting across EC rules on state aid.

Christchurch International Airport Ltd now offers

a webcam on its christchurchairport.co.nz site,

allowing visitors to view construction of the

airports’ new terminal.  It currently shows

progress on the new 45m air traffic control tower.
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New Lobbyist Recruited
Qantas aims to remain firmly plugged in to
Canberra at the highest levels.
The airline has secured David Epstein, who
until last month was Australian PM Kevin
Rudd’s chief of staff, as its Executive
General Manager for Government and
Corporate Affairs, a new role responsible for
the airline’s government relations, regulatory
affairs, corporate communication, and
employee communication.
Traditionally, the main role of the airline’s
Government Relations person has been to
lobby against the approval of any foreign
applications for traffic rights that might
impact on Qantas’s domestic and
international routes.
The Epstein appointment has raised
eyebrows, given that there’s a White Paper
on aviation due out next year in the wake of
Canberra’s current aviation review.
Singapore Airlines is knocking at the door
for transpacific rights, with Emirates et al
not far behind.
Footnote: David Hawes, current Group GM
Government Relations and Belinda de Rome,
Group GM Corporate Communication will
be leaving Qantas at the end of FEB09.

Emirates First-Half Profit Down
Emirates has announced a US$77 million net
profit for the first half of the financial year,
88% down on the same period a year ago, a
performance it sheets home to high oil
prices.
Operating revenues increasing by 31% to
US$6 billion, passenger traffic (RPKs) was
up 11%, and passenger yield increased by
20%.
Seat factor averaged 78.3%, down slightly on
79.7% for last year, against a 13% increase
in capacity (ASKs).
Emirates’ cash position on 30SEP was
US$2.3 billion, compared to US$3.4 billion
six months earlier.  This was after paying
dividends to the Government relating to the
previous financial year, as well as funding
pre-delivery payments for future aircraft
deliveries and the upgrade programme for
some of its aircraft fleet.
HH Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al-Maktoum,
Chairman and Chief Executive, Emirates
Airline and Group, said: “Our business
fundamentals are solid, and providing there
is no further fall-out from the current global
financial situation, we anticipate a robust
second half of the financial year.”

Mexicana Airlines is to operate a 5pw
Mexico City-Sao Paulo schedule from
10DEC and a daily Mexico City–Orlando

flight from 01DEC.

Pacific Blue has been celebrating one

year of flying in New Zealand domestic
skies with the a 29,000-seat ‘1st
Domestic Birthday Sale’ where fares
start at $29.95. The sale ends tonight.

Delta Air Lines is adding 15 new
international routes for summer 2009,
including flights on US-Japan, trans-
Atlantic and African routes.

The Australian Financial Review reports
that Qantas is in exploratory talks with a
handful of major private equity houses
regarding the sale of a 40% stake in its

Frequent Flyer unit.

CRUISING

Qantas Travel Insider Launched
Qantas has a new resource on its qantas.com
website.
Known as Qantas Travel Insider it combines
stories from its inflight magazine, together
with the opinions and insights of Qantas
Frequent Flyers, Qantas Ambassadors and
the airline’s pilots and cabin crew.
Qantas Group General Manager Sales and
Distribution, Mr Rob Gurney, says “We have
developed a platform that allows Qantas
Frequent Flyers to share their travel
experiences with others and provide unique
first-hand reviews of destinations,
accommodation, restaurants and bars,
entertainment, shopping and other activities,
in a user-friendly, searchable format.”
Qantas Frequent Flyers have been given
exclusive access to the site so they can
submit their comments and reviews in time
for the official launch to the general public
later this month.
The site also has an RSS feed that customers
can subscribe to.

Last Chance to Cruise on
Tahitian Princess
After five years in the South Pacific,
Tahitian Princess is now in its final season in
the region. Your clients can cruise Polynesia
and see Huahine, Rangiroa, Raiatea and Bora
Bora on departures 29NOV and 09DEC, with
Oceanview Balcony Staterooms at NZ$1739
pp share twin and Interior Staterooms at
NZ$1043. Click Here to download the flyer.

Holland America
Most Responsible
Holland America Line received a first place
award today at the Responsible Tourism
Awards ceremony sponsored by Virgin
Holidays. The ceremony held at World
Travel Market in London recognizes
tourism companies for operating a
successful business while respecting
destinations and communities.
Holland America Line won the first place
award for Best Cruise or Ferry Operator.
“Holland America Line has successfully
tackled the environmental impacts of its
business,” said Justin Francis, director of
The Virgin Holidays Responsible Tourism
Awards 2008.  “They have reduced
dockside emissions by 20%, developed and
implemented an “Avoiding Whale Strikes”
training programme, increased recycling by
50% and introduced new scrubber
technology.”
Awards were presented at a special
luncheon held November 12 in conjunction
with World Travel Market in London.

Lebua to Offer Cruise Product
Thailand’s Lebua Hotels & Resorts, which
owns the Lake Okareka Lodge at Rotorua
plus another hotel and restaurants in
Thailand, reportedly plans to add a newbuild
cruise ship to its line-up. The Bangkok Post
reports that Lebua’s Chief Executive,
Deepak Ohri, intends ordering a 350-
passenger ship from a German shipbuilder
next year for launching by 2012. He told the
paper the MV Lebua would be deployed in
Alaska and the Caribbean.
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Romantic Start
for Ruby Princess
Princess Cruises has named its newest ship
Ruby Princess in a “ruby red” themed
ceremony celebrating romance.
America’s reigning reality TV couple, Trista
and Ryan Sutter of The Bachelorette did the
honours, breaking the traditional bottle of
champagne to mark the ship’s launch, and
their own fifth anniversary.  The new
godparents were surrounded by hundreds of
guests decked out in ruby red-tie formal
attire at the ceremony in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida.

Expeditions with an Edge
2009 will see Orion Voyages of Discovery to
the Spice Islands, Vietnam, Cambodia and
Thailand in S.E. Asia as well as additional
remote islands in Papua New Guinea.
29MAR09 / New Guinea Island Adventure.
11 nights.
This expedition includes a visit to Kitava in
the Trobriand Islands, before venturing to
Lambom – where Orion will be the very first
cruise ship to visit - and Lamassa where
Orion will be just the second such ship to
visit. Concludes in Rabaul, PNG.
SEP09, OCT09 / - The Spice Islands
Adventure, Gulf of Siam Explorer and
Vietnam Explorer - 9 and 11-night Voyages
of Discovery.
Fancy eyeballing a 70kg, three-metre,
Komodo dragon? How about crawling
through the infamous Cu Chi tunnels in
Vietnam, or commuting by elephant to
witness sunrise from atop a temple at Angkor
Wat? Perhaps you are the sort of person who
would enjoy visiting a beguiling 200-year-
old Vietnamese village, where home-made
beer is still sold, roadside, from the keg, or
stroll beaches secreted away from resorts
where local vendors carry buckets of lobsters
and crabs for sale.
If so, then an Orion Expedition Cruises
‘Voyage of Discovery’ may be for you.
Knowledgeable expedition team and
specialist guest lecturers enhance the
experiences with comprehensive briefings
and onboard workshops designed to provide
insight and understanding into the culture,
history, flora and fauna, geography and bio-
diversity of each area visited.

GREEN MATTERS

As befitting the most
romantic cruise line, the
official naming was
followed by a wedding. A
California couple was
joined in matrimony with
Trista and Ryan as
wedding attendants, and
the Love Boat captain himself, Gavin
MacLeod, gave away the bride.
Following the ceremony the ship hosted a
“Ruby Red Tie” gala, setting sail on a two-
night cruise for hundreds of VIP guests.
During the mini sailing, the 3,080-passenger
ship hosted an array of romantic activities,
including a massive renewal of vows for all
couples while the ship was at sea.
Ruby Princess sails on a spectacular 12-night
adventure from Venice to Barcelona
departing 16MAY09 and calling at Istanbul,
Mykonos, Rome and Florence, and Monte
Carlo, with fares starting from NZ$2957pp
twin-share, subject to availability.

Top Tour Operators Show
Support for Responsible Tourism
On Wednesday, World Responsible Tourism
Day, the Development Resource Centre
(DRC), an international development NGO,
congratulated five companies on their
support for responsible tourism.
Intrepid Travel, Go Holidays, Harvey World
Travel, Jasons Travel Media and Air Tahiti
Nui will be promoting the Responsible
Tourism Code for the Pacific to their
customers and DRC has called on the rest of
the New Zealand tourism industry to follow
suit.
The Responsible Tourism Code for the
Pacific is a set of guidelines aimed at tourists
travelling to the Pacific, providing advice on
how they can make their visit a positive one
for the local people and environment.
The Code is being given out to customers at
Harvey World Travel stores throughout the
country and will be appearing on the
websites of a number of travel companies
over the next few weeks. Customers can also
look out for information on the Code in the
trip notes they will receive from Intrepid
Travel and the email newsletter of Go
Holidays.

Rainbow Springs Nature Park in Rotorua has

achieved a Qualmark Enviro-Gold rating meaning the

operation joins a very small group of

accommodation and tourism attractions in the

country to reach this level, and recognises the

business’ excellence in environmental sustainability.

Biofuel Test on Air NZ B747
Air New Zealand and Boeing have
confirmed 03DEC as the date for the airline’s
sustainable biofuels flight from Auckland
using a 747-400 jetliner. One of the jet’s four
Rolls-Royce RB211 engines will be powered
in part using advanced generation biofuels
derived from jatropha.
The test partners have identified sustainable
jatropha in adequate quantities to conduct
thorough preflight testing.  Using proprietary
UOP fuel processing technology, the jatropha
crude oil was successfully converted to
biojet fuel, marking the world’s first large-
scale production run of a commercially
viable and sustainable biofuel for aviation
use.
The blended fuel meets the essential
requirement of being a ‘drop-in’ fuel,
meaning its properties are virtually
indistinguishable from conventional fuel, Jet
A1, which is used in commercial aviation
today.
Jatropha plant oil used to create the fuel for
the Air New Zealand flight was sourced from
non-arable lands in India and Southeastern
Africa (Malawi,  Mozambique and
Tanzania).

http://www.tranzscenic.co.nz
http://www.railplus.co.nz/specials/
http://www.mediahub.co.nz/showcase.asp?x=imc98puz38ocfauntw8a4t18963h819wwjax0a
http://www.travelodge.com.au/about/Podcasts.aspx
http://www.tranzscenic.co.nz
http://www.railplus.co.nz/specials/
http://www.mediahub.co.nz/showcase.asp?x=imc98puz38ocfauntw8a4t18963h819wwjax0a


20081114                              www.travelmemo.co.nz

Talk to me and I’ll listen; Show me and I’ll understand; Involve me and I will learn.

Last Page - Use Escape key to Exit the Control L  feature

DX: BP64007
Tel: 09- 449 1 449
Mob: 0211 833 643
Fax: 09-449 1436
editor@travelmemo.co.nz
www.travelmemo.co.nz

Kevin Blackford,
Editor/Publisher,
The Memo Limited
21c Commodore Parry Rd,

Milford, Auckland 0620

Copyright.  No part of
this publication may be
copied, reproduced or
duplicated, in whole or
in part, without the
prior written approval
of the Publisher.

Travel

PEARL’S  PEARLER

Page 13

LATE BREAK

...in Stocklink’s TravelBag Envelope for Retailers
947861  Bay of Plenty Visitor Guide
103507  On the Go India, Sri Lanka & Himalayas  2008-10
880864  On the Go Russia & Trans-Siberian  2008-10
103481  On the Go Egypt, Jordan & Morocco 2008-10
102475  Tempo Holidays Latin America 2009
108290  Peregrine Australia & New Zealand 2009-10
880765  Yarra Valley Daily Wine Tours

INDUSTRY

Innovative’s Breakfast Invitation

Back row (L to R):  Lisa Maria Nau – Travelplan, Jessica Lea – Travelplan, Elise Brambley
– Mondo Travel Chartwell, Sarah Sutherland – Williment Business Travel WLG, Kelly
Maurice – Flight Centre Dunedin, Hanka Svobodova – Flight Centre Hastings, Rachel
Wakelin – House of Travel Taupo, Raylene Ujdur– Travel Smart Whangarei, Trish Nicol –
Mana Island Resort & Spa, Melanie Secker – Blue Lagoon Cruises, Alex Zheng – Harvey
World Travel Botany Town and Jamie Schuster – Holiday World of Travel Whakatane.
Front (L to R):  Alison Moodie – Air Pacific and Robyn Fisher – Flight Centre Richmond.

NZ Agents Do it Hard on Fiji ‘Bula Babe’ Mega Famil
A group of lucky NZ travel agents enjoyed
a life on the ocean wave with Blue Lagoon
Cruises Sales Manager New Zealand,
Melanie Secker in Fiji’s pristine Yasawa
Islands last week.
The agents visited Fiji as part of a major
industry ‘mega’ familiarisation jointly
organised by Blue Lagoon Cruises in
conjunction with Accor Hotels, Awesome
Adventures/South Sea Cruises and Mana
Island Resort & Spa with air support being
provided by Air Pacific.

The group’s itinerary included an overnight
stay in the Novotel Hotel Nadi, a Seaspray
Sailing Safari in the Mamanuca Islands, an
overnight stay at the Mana Island Resort &
Spa, a four-day/three night BLC ‘Gold
Club’ cruise, Yasawa island hopping with
Awesome Adventures and an overnight stay
in the Sofitel Fiji Resort & Spa in Denarau.
The group also had the opportunity to visit
two of the Yasawa Islands five star
properties - the Yasawa Island Resort & Spa
and Navutu Stars Resort which hosted the
group to lunch.

Innovative Travel, in conjunction with
Singapore Airlines, is launching its 2009
product range at Breakfast Seminars in
CHC (02DEC), WLG (03DEC) and AKL
(04DEC).
There will be briefings on Ancient
Kingdoms Holidays, Russia plus Central &

Eastern Europe, Italy – including CIT and
ATI, Viking River Cruises of Russia,
Europe & China, SKIMAX – Japan,
Europe, USA & Canada, and Innovative
Travel’s escorted group tours.
Click Here to download the Invitation
details and RSVP by 26NOV.

The 46-room Methven Resort Hotel,

marketed by Harcourts as a mortgagee

sale since earlier this year, has been

purchased by Canterbury businessman

Mark Smith, who previously sold his

French Farm hospitality operation

through Harcourts. He plans to

immediately set about renovating the

resort’s guest rooms, upgrading the

hotel’s infrastructure, installing double-

glazing and giving the gardens a make-

over.

The website for the 2009 World Buskers

Festival in CHC 22JAN-01FEB has gone live.

www.worldbuskersfestival.com
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