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GUEST NAME: BOOKING NUMBER:

YOUR NAME: AGENCY NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: POSTCODE:

EMAIL: TELEPHONE NUMBER:

*Note: Valid for new bookings only. Valid for bookings made between the 28 September and 28 October 2008. Prize is valid for 8 guests; 4 staterooms on Viking River
Cruises’ Imperial Jewels of China cruisetour. The cruisetour is 12 days and includes: 6 day Yangtze river cruise in a balcony stateroom, 3 nights in Beijing, 1 night in Xian,
2 nights in Shanghai, all intra-China flights, all meals, fully escorted. Winners must all travel together on the same departure. International air and spending money are
not included. The prize is non-transferable, non-redeemable for cash and travel must be commenced and completed in 2009. 
Entry restricted to travel agents operating in Australia and New Zealand. Valid for bookings directly through Viking River Cruises: Australia:
australia@vikingrivercruises.com or 1800 829 138, New Zealand: newzealand@vikingrivercruises.com or 0800 447 913 or through Viking’s Preferred Wholesale Partners;
Bentours, Beyond Travel, cruiseagents.travel, Cruiseco, Eastern European Travel Bureau and World Journeys. The prize will be drawn on the 29 Oct 2008 and the winner
will be notified and the result of the lottery will be announced in The Cruise Weekly (30 Oct 2008) as well as in the Travel Weekly (31 Oct 2008).
Vic permit no: 08/4453, NSW permit no: LTPS/08/08720, ACT permit no: ACT TP 08/03658, SA permit no: T08/3769

✃
SWEEPSTAKES ENTRY
Please send to: Viking River Cruises, Level 4, 350 Kent Street, Sydney NSW 2000, Australia or fax to +61 2 9299 9226 or
email scanned copy to: teresia.fors@vikingrivercruises.com  Coupon valid until 28 October 2008.

Are you the Lucky 8?
Chinese culture is steeped in superstition with numbers playing a major role in weddings dates,
birthdays etc. One of the luckiest numbers is number 8 and on the 28th September 2008 Viking’s
Lucky 8 Sweepstakes opened for our valued travel agents in Australia & New Zealand!

Book one of Viking’s award winning cruisetours to China, send in the coupon
below and you are in the draw for a magical cruisetour to China valid for 8 lucky
people*! Yes, you read right—8 lucky people!

Viking River Cruises is the leading cruisetour operator in China with five-star
accommodation throughout, award-winning service, highly educated English-
speaking guides as well as “East meets West” dining introducing regional
specialties with gourmet tastes from home always available on the menu. 

Viking’s current Early Booking Discounts for China are:

• China’s Cultural Delights, 17 days, Beijing to Shanghai

• Imperial Jewels of China, 12 days, Shanghai to Beijing

• For stateroom category B or higher—Save $750 per person

• For stateroom category C or lower—Save $500 per person

Book and pay in full before 31 October 2008, valid on 2009 sailings only.

For more information on these cruisetours please go to
vikingrivercruises.com

Good Luck!

Result of the lottery will be announced in The Cruise Weekly (30 Oct ‘08),
Travel Weekly (31 Oct ‘08), Travel Memo (30 Oct ‘08) and Travel Today (30 Oct ‘08).

Extended

for all new bookings to 12DEC08

CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD
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NEW ZEALAND

For more information contact:

marketing@explorenz.co.nz
www.explorenz.co.nz
Phone (09) 965 1944

Coffee, Lunch & Dinner Cruises
Half-Day & Full-Day Cruises
Sailing Experiences

w w w . e x p l o r e n z . c o . n z

A U C K L A N D

Sailing & Dining Cruises

The Ultimate New Zealand Experience

08/09

Tourism Holds Key to $$$ Growth
Prime Minister-Elect John Key is already
being strongly lobbied by various sectors of
the economy, and among the earliest and
strongest messages have come from those in
tourism, whose portfolio he is personally
taking on.
Travel Industry Association boss Tim Cossar
has been quick to remind Mr Key that
tourism is a $1 million-an-hour earner for the
country and is a sector of the economy that
can be turned on reasonably fast – provided
the right things are done.
Rotorua’s new electorate MP, National’s
Todd McClay has said he plans to lobby for

Rotorua’s airport to
go international as a
way of leading to
real tourism growth,
while the mayors of
Queenstown and
Central Otago have
both expressed hope
that John Key’s
commitment to the tourism portfolio would
help the region. Queenstown Mayor Clive
Geddes said tourism held the best opportunity
for sustained growth for the country in the
future.

Prepare for Tougher Times
Tourism New Zealand CEO George Hickton
undertook a whistle-stop tour of the country
last week to brief tourism industry
representatives on the fallout from the current
economic crisis.
The Otago Daily Times reports that Mr
Hickton told operators in Queenstown that
the industry needs to prepare for tougher
times.

considerably down compared to last year.
Numbers from the US dropped 16%, Australia
fell 7% and the UK 9%, while China numbers
fell 28% and Japan 25%.
Mr Hickton said next year was shaping up as
being “more challenging”.
The slump in tourism numbers could lead to
fewer seasonal jobs on offer, cheaper prices,
and an increasing reliance on the Australian
and domestic markets, he said.In September, arrivals from key markets were

Christchurch Festival of Flowers 2009
Next year marks the Festival of Flowers’ 20th
anniversary and the usual 10-day Festival has
been extended to an anniversary season –
20FEB to 16MAR09.
The Festival will feature a number of garden
installations in the city centre plus floral and

other exhibitions. From 11-16MAR, coinciding
with the first Ellerslie International Flower
Show in CHC, the spectacular Floral Carpet and
Decorations, along with an extensive music
programme, will be staged in ChristChurch
Cathedral. www.festivalofflowers.co.nz

The Pride of Auckland
If there’s one image that has always said
“Auckland - City of Sails”, it has to be the
blue-and-white striped sails of The Pride of
Auckland Company’s fleet of sailboats
scudding along on the sparkling Waitemata.
The large purpose-built yachts have become
the city’s nautical icon for international and
national visitors and locals alike.
Pride of Auckland offers a wide array of
Sailing and Dining experiences aboard. A
member company of Explore NZ, it
operates from an award-winning shore
based kitchen, office & berthing facilities
within the NZ National Maritime Museum
complex at the main entrance to Viaduct
Harbour, and free entry to the fascinating
museum is offered to all guests.
Always clean and shipshape, the Pride
yachts are extremely comfortable for non-
sailors yet can provide experienced sailors
with the thrills they seek from helming and
trimming the sails. If more than one boat is
used the opportunity to match race is
provided adding an exciting option.
The cruises are ideal for private & company
entertainment functions of any nature, and
also meet educational and discovery needs
too - sailing, geography, history, wildlife.
The Pride of Auckland Company is proud
of its high proportion of repeat business.
www.explorenz.co.nz

The Condé Nast (US) Traveler Readers
Choice Awards 2008 have been
announced and Wharekauhau Country
Estate in the Wairarapa  has been voted
one of the very best resorts  in the
world.
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Welcome to www.TrainingModules.Travel

Set up as a completely new concept for
training consultants, TrainingModules.Travel
is a free service working with hotels & resorts,
tourist bureaus and wholesalers to pass on
information to you the travel professional –
whenever and wherever you like.

Right now TrainingModules.Travel is offering
a Samoan 5 night accommodation holiday
staying at one of the famous Aggie Greys
properties.

For every one of the specially highlighted
modules you complete before 31 December
2008 you will receive an entry into the draw,
so what are you waiting for......it costs
nothing, there is knowledge to be gained and
who knows, maybe you could be sunning
yourself on a Pacific Island soon.

Simply register at
www.TrainingModules.Travel

Over 600 travel agents are now using
TrainingModules.Travel and there are already
over 55 training modules representing
products from all over the
world - the list keeps
growing so be sure to
check back regularly for
new additions.

Congratulations
to Susan Lea from Holiday Shoppe Nelson
who won herself a 5 night accommodation
holiday to Fabulous Fiji staying at Plantation
Island Resort!

.... and learn at your leisure.

AJ Hackett Bungy 20th B’day
Tomorrow, 20 years to the day after the
world’s first commercial bungy jump opened
at Queenstown’s Kawarau Bridge,
pioneering tourism company AJ Hackett
Bungy will celebrate the occasion in style.
On November 12 1988, twenty-eight people
paid $75 each to leap off the 43-metre bridge
with a bungy cord attached to their ankles.
Over the years since, more than half a
million people have jumped from the
Kawarau Bridge.
And exactly 20 years later, bungy founders
Henry van Asch and AJ Hackett will be back
where it all started for an anniversary
celebration like no other.
Nearly 500 primary school children from
around the region have been invited to the
bridge to join in the carnival atmosphere and
meet their adventure tourism heroes.
Henry and AJ are planning to do a tandem
jump in recognition of their world-renowned
tourism achievement, and the open day will
feature $88 jumps for people wearing 1980s
fashion. There will also be stunt jumping
displays, a sausage sizzle and a DJ.

Christchurch boutique hotel Huntley
House has achieved a five star ‘Hotel’
rating from Qualmark. The Navigate
Oceania-marketed property was
awarded top marks (100%) in a number
of categories: customer service,
functions/catering facilities, overall
aspect and appearance, bedroom décor,
cleanliness, security, housekeeping and
general facilities.
www.huntleyhouse.co.nz

Christchurch & Canty Tourism Board
Paul Bingham has been re-elected as Chair of
Christchurch and Canterbury Tourism (CCT)
board of directors, a position he has held for
the previous two years.
Mr Bingham, who has been a CCT board
member for five years, is MD of Akaroa-based
Black Cat Group and sits on the board of
Tourism New Zealand. He has also recently
been appointed to Air New Zealand’s board.
Megan O’Brien, the other longest-serving
member of CCT’s board, has also been re-
elected. The Conference Innovators director
has an extensive background in the business
tourism sector.
They are joined by current sitting board
members: Deputy Mayor Norm Withers, Ian
Hay, chief executive of Meta NZ, Blair
Roxborough, Crowne Plaza Christchurch
GM, Graeme Abbot, GM of Hanmer Springs
Thermal Pools and Spa and Claudia Reid, a
Christchurch City Councillor.

Waka Paddling in Christchurch
Visitors to Christchurch can now explore the
city’s historic hunting grounds from a Maori
war canoe with Katoro Tours.
The operator is offering a unique heritage
journey during which story-tellers teach
visitors the art of paddling a waka and explain
the role waka played in the earliest
interactions between European settlers and
local Ngai Tahu. Visitors then get to see kiwi
and enjoy a Maori cultural performance before
dining at the restaurant set in the natural
surroundings of Willowbank Wildlife Reserve.
www.katoro.co.nz

Upcoming Wairarapa Events
Although Masterton won’t see its first Air
New Zealand’s Eagle Air flights from
Auckland until later this summer, it’s worth
knowing some of the upcoming attractions
the region is offering:
Jetsprint World Championships 10-11JAN
2nd round of the champs on this purpose-
built track.
www.jetpro.co.nz
Wings over Wairarapa 17-18JAN
Biennial event combining vintage aircraft,
displays, wine & food.
www.wings.org.nz
Waitangi Day -Tauherenikau Races 06FEB
A family day out at the annual country
races.
www.tauherenikau.co.nz
Martinborough Fair 07FEB
Hundreds of stalls in and around the village
square.
www.martinboroughfair.org.nz
International Golden Shears
Competition 05-07MAR
Unique Kiwi experience, see the world’s
best shearers in action.
www.goldenshears.co.nz
Castlepoint Beach Races 14MAR
Historic beach races, a family day out.
Wairarapa Intnl Balloon Fiesta 18-22MAR
Balloons from around the world take part
in this extravaganza.
www.nzballoons.co.nz

http://www.trainingmodules.travel
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No. 8 Farm Tours Kicks Off
No. 8 Farm Tours is the latest
tourism venture to launch in the
coastal Bay of Plenty.
The tour company will offer
trips to visit real working farms,
offering an insight into the lives
of New Zealand farming
families. Tours depart from
Tauranga and include visiting a
variety of local Kaimai-based
farms including sheep, deer and
dairy.
The business was established by
Andy and Sarah Somerville.
Andy is passionate about the
rural culture of New Zealand
and, through his farm tours,
wants others to share in
experiencing the lifestyle of
farming Kiwis and the beautiful

locations in which they live and
work.
The tour includes the story of
how early settlers carved out
their living, and guests get to
meet some of the Bay’s finest
farming operations and the
characters that run the farms.
Tours depart daily from the
Tauranga and Mount Maunganui
i-SITE visitor centres. The tour
options include morning and
afternoon tours for up to 20
passengers.
No. 8 Farm Tours also caters for
cruise ship passengers, special
interest groups, corporate team
building, corporate hosting and
school groups.
www.no8farmtours.co.nz

Tall Ships Race, Russell, Bay of Islands
The Tall Ships Race in the Bay of Islands 10JAN09 will be a
spectacle of sail and visitors can be part of the action by sailing on
board Northland’s own tall ship the R. Tucker Thompson
www.tucker.co.nz  The race starts at midday from Russell Wharf
and the Soren Larsen will join in as part of the tall ships fleet. Tall
ships entering the race must have a minimum of 2 masts and be
over 30ft in length on deck.  After the event, there’s a hangi and
dance at Russell Boat Club. Call 09-4037968.

AUSTRALIA

Waipu Highland Games 2009
The Waipu Highland Games in Northland is the largest event of
its kind in New Zealand. The 138th Games will be celebrated on
New Year’s Day and activities include Highland Dancing, Piping
and Drumming, Athletics and Highland Heavyweight Field Event
competitions, Clan Societies, Genealogy, refreshments and lots of
family fun. www.highlandgames.co.nz

Australia’s Happy
Ending Pending
With a week left before its
scheduled world premiere in
Sydney, Baz Luhrmann’s movie
Australia has still not been
completed, according to a report in
the Sunday Telegraph. The paper
says the director has been pressured
by the studio execs to give the ‘epic’
a happy ending after test screenings
of the near-three-hour film gave it
“disastrous” reviews.
The original version had Hugh
Jackman’s character dying in the
final moments.
Australia’s cinema release in
Australia and the US has been
pushed back to 26NOV. It opens
here on Boxing Day.
Footnote: The Australian’s Reel
Time column reports a final edit of
the film (minus finished sound and
visual effects) was screened two
weeks ago to Oprah Winfrey and her
audience, before interviews were
taped with Nicole Kidman and Hugh
Jackman, for a show to be aired
10NOV in the US.

Accor’s Reef Casino complex in
Cairns is to be re-branded as the
five-star Pullman Reef Hotel Casino
from 01DEC. It becomes Australia’s
second Pullman property,  the
other being the Pullman Sydney
Olympic Park.

http://www.tats.co.nz
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Big Tick Accreditation Program
Australia’s new national tourism
industry quality assurance
program, providing an “Accredited
Tourism Business” endorsement in
the form of a “Tick” to qualifying
operators is now well under way.
Goaded into development by the
success of New Zealand’s
Qualmark program, Tourism
Accreditation Australia Ltd
(TAAL) was formed to provide
leadership and coordination within
a national framework. TAAL’s 11
directors are drawn from tourism
industry associations; tourism
accreditation program managers
(sector and generic); ASCOT – the
Australian Standing Committee on
Tourism, comprising
representatives of the relevant
Ministers´ departments and
Tourism Australia; and others
elected from TAAL’s industry
membership.
TAAL’s key objectives include
encouraging the development and
implementation of a nationally
consistent, industry driven,
voluntary, Tourism Accreditation
System throughout the tourism
industry.

Among other
objectives,
they evaluate
and approve
Accreditation
Programs with
or without amendment and issue a
licence to approved Program
Managers covering the use of the
Tick logo. They also ensure the
maintenance and development of
the Standard for mandatory
inclusion in all of the TAAL
approved Accreditation Programs
across Australia, and authorise the
maintenance and development of
mandatory assessment,
administration and enforcement
criteria.
The accreditation process is carried
out online and already many
Australian tourism businesses have
won their Tick logo.  Expected to
become a common sight around
Australia, it is a symbol that a
business has met a predetermined
level of specific business criteria to
enable it to provide a high level of
quality customer service and best
practice industry standards.
Accreditation is renewed annually.

Outsourcing Media Famils
In Friday’s TravelMemo, we ran an item on Tourism Australia’s plan to
outsource media visits but omitted to mention that this was a Head Office
project. Those interested need to apply to Tourism Australia in Sydney at
mediahosting@tourism.australia.com

$159 Fares to Brisbane
Royal Brunei has released Phase 3
of its Get Up & Go Fare to BNE
fare with sales extended until
16NOV08.  OW and RT fares are
available for travel from AKL from
now through to 14DEC08 and
15JAN to 31MAR09.  Blackout
period for all travel is 15DEC08 –
14JAN09.  Maximum stay on return
journey is 21 days.  Fares are one-
way from $159 and return $318,
fuel inclusive.  Airport taxes vary
from approximately $55 through to
$145. Call your consolidator.

Christmas Lunch
on SYD Harbour
Captain Cook Cruises has
announced its Christmas Day
Lunch cruise on MV Sydney 2000
and those who book now get 10%
off all lunch prices.
There are three lunch options
ranging from A$109 to A$199 - the
deluxe Sky Deck five course
premium menu with premium wines
and open bar plus live entertainment;
the Club Deck Christmas buffet
with the house selection of wines,
beers and soft drinks; and the Show
Deck Christmas buffet with
welcome drink.
The MV Sydney 2000 departs at
noon on Christmas Day from No.6
Jetty Circular Quay and returns at
2.45pm.

http://www.tats.co.nz
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Asian Touch at Bay Village
The pretty seaside town of Dunsborough,
overlooking Geographe Bay, is three hours
south of Perth. One of its most popular
holiday properties is Bay Village Resort &
Spa, with brand new apartments plus cosy
cottages, chalets and executive villas set in
beautiful surrounds.
With a distinctive blend of Asian décor –
Vietnamese pots and artwork, Chinese
furniture, Balinese day beds, waterfalls and
Japanese style timber decking walkway –
they provide an accommodation style to suit
everyone from couples, families, corporate
travellers to groups. Their Day Spa is
expected to open early December and there
are a number of specials on offer for stays to
20DEC08. Check out www.bayvil.com

Peregrine’s Top End Walks Trip
Responding to strong interest, Peregrine has
extended its range of Australian trips for
2009 to include a 13-day Top End Walks trip.
The Top End Walks trip combines the
Northern Territory’s Top End and Red
Centre, getting ‘off the bus’ to explore on
foot, with a series of short walks.
Starting in Alice Springs, the trip heads into
the West MacDonnell Ranges for a walk into
Ormiston Gorge and on to Wallace
Waterhole to spend time with the local
Aboriginal community, viewing the ancient
rock art, sharing a few tales around the camp
fire and sleeping overnight under the stars in
an outback swag. Heading west via Palm
Valley, the trip takes in a scenic rim walk at
Kings Canyon. Sunrise at Uluru is followed
by a walk around the monolith with an
Aboriginal guide and an afternoon guided
walk at Kata Tjuta (the Olgas).

Heading north, the journey offers canoeing
through Katherine Gorge and exploring
Kakadu National Park, including the limited-
access Koolpin Gorge, swimming beneath
the waterfalls and climbing to the top of
Gunlom and Ubirr for views over the
floodplains. There’s also a cruise on Yellow
Water to spot the abundant birdlife and
saltwater crocodiles before returning to
Darwin.
Prices for the Top End Walks tour start from
A$5150pp twin share plus A$350 for internal
flight from Alice Springs to Darwin, and
include transport, accommodation, most
meals and entrance fees. Travellers may opt
to travel by rail between Alice Springs and
Katherine on The Ghan, with sleeper berths
beginning at A$670.
There are ten departures from Alice Springs
between APR and OCT09.

Centr@l to Open in Melbourne

Buchan Caves Makeover
Gippsland’s Buchan Caves have benefited
from A$700,000-worth of improvements.
The Royal and Fairy caves now have
upgraded stairs, stainless steel handrails and
new low-heat, low-energy lighting which
enhances the natural beauty of the caves.
www.parkweb.vic.gov.au

SOUTH PACIFIC

Central Apartments & Hotels, Brisbane’s
largest and longest running hotel group, is
going interstate and preparing to launch the
Centr@l Sky Lounge Apartment Hotel in
Melbourne.
Central is managing the construction of a
four-level boutique-style property
comprising 152 luxury studio and one-
bedroom apartments atop the historic old
coach terminal on Therry Street, right by the
Queen Victoria Markets.
Boasting views of the city from almost every
room, the apartments - which start nine
floors above the street - will all have full

airconditioning, kitchenette, flat screen cable
TV, DVD player, ISD/STD direct dial phone
and broadband internet connection.
The property is due to open in March and is
offering an A$159 opening special in a
studio apartment, including continental
breakfast, valid Sun-Thu, MAR-30JUN09.
Weekend rates available at a surcharge.
www.centralskylounge.com.au

Fiji Numbers Steady
Tourist arrivals to Fiji for the year to SEP08
have decreased just one-fifth of one per cent
over the same month last year, according to
the latest stats, reports the Fiji Times Online.
Tourism Fiji Chairman, Patrick Wong, is
quoted as saying he believes Fiji is still on
track to reach its target for the year of
571,000 visitors.

Hilton Plan Demolished
Cook Islands News Online reports that the
Hilton Rarotonga developer JVCI Ltd is
hoping to get environmental approval this
month to begin work on a revised project
now estimated to cost $50 million.
Helen Greig reports that the resort plans
approved in 2005 have been scrapped and
replaced with a three-stage development over
two years that would see most of the existing
derelict Sheraton hotel buildings demolished
and replaced with over 100 beach villas.
JVCI – a joint venture between developer
Tim Tepaki (Tepaki Group) and the McEwan
Group – claims to have registered interest
from over 600 potential buyers. The self-
contained units would all be precut and
shipped to Rarotonga.

The Papua New Guinea Tourism
Promotion Authority has a new
Marketing Manager. Port Moresby-
based Leith Isaac, previously the NTO’s
Senior Marketing Officer, will take over
his new appointment effective
immediately.
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Sheraton Fiji Resort Reopens
The Sheraton Fiji Resort, Denarau has reopened
following completion of a US$22m renovation. The six-
month project resulted in significant upgrades to its 264
guest rooms, restaurants and bars, as well as the
introduction of new recreational facilities.
The centrepiece of the resort is the nearly 13,000 sq ft,
lagoon style swimming pool with a number of
underwater day seats and overwater hammocks. It is
divided into three sections, including a dedicated family-
friendly area and quiet zone.
Each room features the Sheraton Sweet Sleeper bed,
high-speed Internet and innovative lighting and rooms
open onto private balconies or patios.
The hotel’s renovated lobby space features a
Link@Sheraton communications hub with
complimentary Internet access and, in addition to its
fine-dining restaurant, there’s a new buffet restaurant, a
seafood restaurant and a grab and go style deli.
Younger guests can join the Kids Club for an action-
packed day of games and exciting activities as part of
the new Kids Stay, Play and Dine Free program.

ASIA

Family-friendly
Four Seasons Bora Bora
Tahiti’s Four Seasons Resort Bora Bora has opened for
business, boasting 121 rooms, including 100 overwater
bungalows and seven beachfront villas. The resort
includes four restaurants offering a selection of cuisines,
a pool and lagoon, a luxury spa, and water sports.
There’s a Kids for All Seasons clubhouse with a private
pool for younger children, and Chill Island, a private
beach and coral lagoon area with a clubhouse for older
kids.
Tahiti Tourisme NZ Director Robert Thompson says the
resort provides the perfect luxury holiday for the whole
family.

Cash-Strapped Adelson Confident on SIN Casino
The future of Singapore’s S$6.7 billion
Marina Bay Sands integrated casino
resort project is in the news after its
developer Sheldon Adelson’s Las Vegas
Sands (LVS) stock dropped in value by
one-third last week.
The plunge came after the casino owner,
strapped with US$8.8 billion in long-
term debt at the end of June, told
regulators in an SEC filing that LVS
probably won’t meet the requirements of
loans arranged by Citigroup, Goldman
Sachs and Lehman Brothers unless it
cuts spending on developments, boosts
earnings at its Las Vegas Strip casinos
and raises more capital.
Singapore’s Business Times quotes
Adelson as saying he had met with
Singapore government officials to
personally reaffirm a commitment to the
success of Marina Bay Sands and,
although he would not be drawn on
whether he had discussed financial
assistance with them, the Singapore
government appears to have made some
concessions.
Mr Adelson told the Business Times that
the Casino Regulatory Authority of
Singapore had accepted a layout for the

casino floor plan which would give
flexibility to increase the original table
count of 600 to as much as 1,000 to meet
demand. Interestingly, that would more
than rival the Venetian Macao casino,
dubbed the world’s largest with 750
gaming tables, and could potentially lure
Chinese gamblers from the Macau SAR.
Asian banks have signalled confidence in
the Marina Bay Sands project and none
seem to be worried about a default. One
bank, CIMB, reportedly said: “If LVS
cannot cough up its share of equity, it is
likely that the Singapore government will
step in.”
Footnote: The Adelsons control 67% of
LVS stock, which has fallen 94% in
value since last year, when it sold at
$112.77, to just US$6.68 at close on
Friday.

PG Adjusts Fuel Surcharges
Bangkok Airways has announced that effective 08NOV08, it
has adjusted the fuel surcharge rate for PG and FT services.
Click Here to download the details.

Ski and Soak
in Myoko Kogen
Located in the heart of Japan’s ‘snow
country’ and world famous for the quality
of its ‘talcum-like’ powder snow,  the ski
resort of Myoko Kogen in Niigata
prefecture has been attracting skiers since
it was first established in the 1930s.
But skiers are a relatively new source of
business for the region which is as well
known for the quality of its hot springs –
or ‘onsen’ - which have been drawing
visitors for more than 300 years.
Travel Japan by H.I.S. is offering the
opportunity to sample both the snow and
the onsen with the release of a new ‘ski
and soak in Myoko Kogen’ package.
The package combines five nights in the
resort with two nights in Tokyo plus
return economy airfares flying Air New
Zealand ex AKL, WLG and CHC.
Priced from NZ$2688pp twin share, the
package includes all accommodation in
three-star hotels complete with breakfast
and onsen use while in Myoko Kogen.

The package has been further value-
added with the inclusion of a five-day ski
pass, equipment hire and return airport-
hotel transfers in Tokyo and transfers
between Tokyo and Myoko Kogen.
*Conditions apply. Valid  01DEC08 -
31MAR09. Call 09-336-1336.

Page 7
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Royal Rajasthan on Wheels
Encouraged by the success of the luxury
Palace on Wheels train, Indian Rail and
Rajasthan Tourism Development Corporation
has introduced a second 82-passenger train,
Royal Rajasthan on Wheels, which will
begin commercial operation from 11JAN09.
The new train will have one super-deluxe
saloon, 13 deluxe saloons, two restaurants,
lounge bars and one spa-car. Each saloon
will have its own pantry and 24-hour
attendants.
The fully air-conditioned train is equipped
with world class facilities including a spa-
car, super deluxe saloons with cubicle
bathrooms and all other modern facilities and
WiFi internet and ISD telephone
connectivity.
Each eight-day journey will depart Sundays
from Delhi Safdarjung Railway Station,
reaching Jaipur on Monday, Bikaner on
Tuesday, Jaisalmer on Wednesday, Jodhpur
on Thursday, Udaipur and Chittorgarh on
Friday, Bharatpur and Agra on Saturday and
will return to Delhi on Sunday morning.
The tariff will be US$2000pp per night for
the super deluxe suite, US$800pp per night
for twin share deluxe saloon and US$1200
per night for a single occupancy saloon.
The Super deluxe saloon will have facilities
like big cabin with bed, sitting area, study
table & chairs, large bathroom etc.
Footnote: The ‘Heritage on Wheels’ train,
running on meter gauge from Jaipur to
Bikaner via Shekhawati and Talchapper
game sanctuary will not run after 31DEC due
to gauge conversion.

Asia’s Latest Must-See Destination
On the list of hot sights for intrepid travellers is Myanmar’s
new capital city, Naypyidaw.
Built in the past three years by the secretive military junta that
governs the former Burma, Naypyidaw (Abode of Kings) is
set in farmland about 320km north of Yangon.
Described on one blog site as a “squeaky clean showcase” and
a “surreal suburban fantasyland where tap water is drinkable
and electricity runs freely”, Naypyidaw has been created in
the middle of a country in which “cities are in shambles while
in the countryside thousands die every year from starvation.”
It apparently boasts a zoo, three golf courses and monumental
statues of three Burmese kings, while a replica of Yangon’s
landmark Shwedagon pagoda is under construction.
Recent reports say that up to 80% of the city’s workers have
now been relocated to areas devastated by the May cyclone to
belatedly help with rebuilding, leaving much of Naypyidaw’s
construction work incomplete.

THE AMERICAS

Tiger Tracking in India
Adventure World advises that travellers can observe the
magnificent Bengal Tiger in the wild with Explore
Worldwide.
From Delhi the ‘Golden Temple Mail’ train whisks travellers
through the countryside to the outskirts of Ranthambore
National Park, the base for four nights and one of the finest
tiger reserves in India. Known as one of the best places in the
world to photograph tigers, sightings here are reported almost
daily and to maximise your client’s chance, Explore includes
four visits to the National Park. Tigers aside, the park is also
home to sambar deer, leopard, crocodile, sloth bear and over
300 species of bird. In the park travel is by cantor, an open-
sided truck specially adapted for game viewing. Return to
Delhi and explore both the old and new including Jami Masjid
mosque and the bustling Chandni Chowk. This 6-day trip is
priced from $2017pp.  Call Adventure World, NZ GSA for
Explore Worldwide, on 09 522 5946.

Hawaii Cuts Back its Aloha
With Hawaii’s economy in crisis,
the Hawaii Tourism Authority has
been forced to cut its operating
budget nearly 20% or US$17
million.
The Honolulu Star-Bulletin reports
that revenues are falling as Hawaii

tourism arrivals continue to decline
by double-digit percentages.
Among the programs cut are music
and dance greeters at major airports
and cruise ship docks and “Sunset
On The Beach” and other Waikiki-
focused programs.

AFRICA

Kumuka Launches Africa, MidEast Brochure
Kumuka Worldwide has launched its new Africa & The Middle East
2009-10 brochure. All the main attractions, game parks and excursions
are included in each tour’s cost, and Kumuka’s “Price Promise” means
travellers can be assured that when they pay in full for their tour the cost
is secure no matter the changes in the dollar or in the cost of fuel.
Brochures from Travel Marketing via www.brochurenet.co.nz.

Escorted Namibia & Botswana
For clients looking for an escorted
tour of Namibia and Botswana ex
New Zealand, suggest this 19-day
Adventure World escorted tour.
Travellers will be awed by the dunes
of the Namibian desert and the
rugged beauty of the Damaraland,
the abundant wildlife of the Etosha
Pan and the lush wilderness of the
East Caprivi, along with Botswana’s
Chobe National Park and stunning
Victoria Falls.
On tour, AW’s NZ Tour Manager
will introduce clients to numerous
activities including 4x4 game drives,

river cruises, village visits, spotting
the ‘Big 5’ and guided walks.
Accommodation ranges from
superior tourist class hotels to
simple hotels and 11 nights in luxury
4-star tented camps and chalets.
This escorted tour departs New
Zealand 27AUG09 and is priced
from $17,280pp share twin
including return airfares (with
$300pp early booking saving),
normally priced at $17,580. The
price includes just about everything,
says Jo Cottle.
Call her on 09-522 5964.
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EUROPE

Gecko’s Free Gorilla Permit Offer
Gecko’s is offering a free Gorilla Permit on
all new bookings, for departures in JAN09
and FEB09 on the following trips:

GAAE: Africa Encompassed
GACE/R: Complete East Africa
GAGW: Gorilla & Wildlife Encounter
GAER: Eastern Rhythms
GAUA: Ultimate Africa.

The discount applies to one free Gorilla
Trekking Permit per traveller and is for new

bookings made
between
01NOV08 and
30NOV08
inclusive  (at
which time full
payment is due) for departures during JAN/
FEB09 only.
Footnote: A Gorilla Permit for East Africa
normally costs NZ$680.

Rail Plus
Packages
France Pass,
Paris Hotel
Rail Plus has released a
special package which
combines France Rail Pass
and two nights in the three-
star Hotel Marena in Paris.
The package is for sale
until 27NOV for travel
APR-SEP09 and is priced
from $564pp twin share,
which includes
accommodation with
Continental breakfasts and
three days First Class rail
travel within one month.
Extra nights are available.
Hotel Marena is located
between the Opera and
Montmartre districts.
www.railplus.co.nz

3D Rewind Rome
Rome’s newest high-tech attraction, the 3D Rewind Rome
virtual reality show, opens 20NOV in a giant-screen
theatre 80m from the Colosseum. According to a Reuters
report, it blends Hollywood animation and video-game
technology with Cinecitta studio technicians’ versions of
ancient frescoes and brickwork, plus academic research.
3D Rewind Rome takes the visitor back in time to
310AD, the reign of Emperor Maxentius, and Sapientus,
the tubby, balding, toga-clad 3D guide, tours them
through a detailed virtual model of the city.
Smoke, grime, graffiti and street scenes involving 60,000
virtual characters give visitors a 30-minute taste of what
life was probably like in ancient Rome.
Tourists, wearing 3D glasses, get to see the Vestal
Virgins, a rowdy Senate debate and the plebeian district
Suburra.
The effects are reportedly most dramatic in gladiatorial
scenes in the Colosseum in which combatants are brought
to life with “motion capture” technology, using body-
sensors on real people at a modern-day gladiatorial school
in Rome run by a local historical society.
The 70-seat theatre at Via Capo d’Africa 5 will operate
0900-1900 daily and tickets are 10 euros.

Henry VIII: Dressed to Kill
An exhibition, Henry VIII: Dressed to Kill,
opens in APR09 at the Tower of London to
help mark the 500th anniversary of King
Henry’s accession to the throne. The
exhibition will bring together, for the first
time since the reign of Elizabeth I, the largest
number of objects and items known to have
belonged to the king.
Exploring Henry the King, Henry the
Warrior and Henry the Sportsman, the
exhibition will cover the three floors of the
White Tower and visitors will be able to get
closer to the rare objects than has ever before
been possible.
The exhibition runs to 31OCT09 and is
included in the Tower’s general admission
price of £16.50.

Dutch
expertise
was
behind the
vast
dredging
operation
that
created
the Palms
islands off
Dubai’s
coast and
now a

Dutch government commission
proposes building an island to shield its
own coast from the ever-encroaching
sea. Naturally, the island will be in the
shape of a tulip.

Milan Twice a Day with Emirates
Emirates is to double its flights to the Italian
fashion centre of Milan.
From 01JAN09, EK will fly twice daily from
Dubai to Milan Malpensa and there will be
direct connections at Dubai each way with
Emirates’ four daily flights from New
Zealand.

VisitBritain chief executive Tom Wright
is to leave the NTO after more than six
years and will become chief executive
of a new charity to be formed from the
merger of Age Concern England and
Help the Aged next year. His decision
comes against a backdrop of govern-
ment budget cuts and a restructuring of
VisitBritain.

Touring the Thames by Kayak
London’s Thames River Adventures offers
escorted kayaking tours on the non-tidal
stretches of the Thames plus river tours
around Hampton Court Palace and Windsor.
Options include sunrise and sunset tours, and
day-long tours with a stop for a riverside pub
lunch. Beginners and experienced kayakers
and canoeists are catered for, with a British
Canoe Union Qualified Instructor guiding
every tour.
The kayaks, canoes and equipment are
supplied and delivered to the booked
location. The company is also licensed to
operate on the London canal network.
Thames River Adventures operate from
Easter to the end of October. Prices start at
£50 for an hour with a maximum of six
people per tour.
www.thamesriveradventures.co.uk
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TOURS

Globus Offers New Hands-On Experiences
in Asia
Globus has launched its 2009 collection of Asian holidays, featuring 14
different itineraries in India, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, Hong Kong,
China and Japan, all with many inclusions and first-hand encounters.
Travellers to China can learn the art of noodle-making over lunch, visit
a giant panda research and breeding centre, slip backstage to meet the
cast at the Peking Opera or visit a Tibetan hospital to learn the secrets of
traditional medicines and therapies.
In Japan, they can take a class in calligraphy, discover the symbolism of
silk kimonos or take part in a tea ceremony.  Or in India, watch the
sunrise over the Taj Mahal, enjoy a hosted dinner at home with Indian
nobility or master Indian cuisine in a cooking class.
Among the tours is a 10-day Chinese New Year tour to Hong Kong,
Xi’an and Beijing. There’s reserved grandstand seating for Hong Kong’s
spectacular street parade, then a dinner cruise on the harbour during the
fireworks.  Other highlights include the Great Wall of China, the
Terracotta Warriors of Xi’an and a visit to Beijing’s historic hutong
neighbourhoods to meet the locals.  Priced from $1379pp twin share.

AVIATION

Anzac Turkey Trooper
Fez Travel’s 17-day Turkey Trooper tour begins with the Anzac Dawn
Service at Gallipoli, before attending the Australian, Turkish and New
Zealand memorial services.
The guaranteed-departure trip leaves Istanbul 02APR09 and from
Gallipoli the Fez Bus travels to the ancient city of Pergamum and the
resort town of Kusadasi. There’s an opportunity to wander through the
nearby Ephesus, and at Koycegiz there’s time to try the mud and
thermals baths. At Fethiye guests have the option to take a 3-day 12-
island gulet cruise to Olympos, where adventure activities include rock
climbing, diving and canyoning, or simply relaxing on the beach. Head
inland to Egirdir and follow an ancient silk trade route across the
Anatolian Plain to the cave villages of Cappadocia with an option to
take a hot-air balloon ride. Return to Istanbul is via Ankara. Priced from
$1249pp share twin.
Call Fez Travel GSA Adventure World on 09-522 5946.

Ascend, an aviation industry
consultancy is being quoted as
saying that planemakers Airbus
and Boeing may end up with as
many as 200 new “white-tail”
aircraft - planes without buyers -
next year because airlines are
unable to obtain funds to pay for
them amid the global credit
squeeze.

Singapore Airlines economy class
customers will be able to get the
benefits of guaranteed exit row
seating on SIA flights, provided
they pay an additional US$50 per
sector for the privilege. How
about a discount for middle seats?

British Airways profits
plummeted more than 90% in the
half-year to 30SEP in the wake of
the credit crisis, the fall in the
value of the pound (which alone
added around £100 million to
costs this year) and soaring oil
prices. It recorded a £52 million
and remains confident it can
deliver a small operating profit
for the financial year.

Delta Air Lines, having
completed the takeover of
Northwest Airlines, will
introduce a US$15 fee to check a
first bag for customers flying in
the United States.

Christchurch Airport Parking

bmi ends Longhaul Services from MAN
Following a review of long haul
flying out of London-Heathrow and
Manchester, bmi intends making
the following changes:
• From JAN09, bmi’s Heathrow-

Riyadh service becomes six
times a week on an A330, with
three services continuing
onward to Jeddah and three
services continuing onward to
Dammam.

• From Spring 2009, its
Heathrow-Cairo and Heathrow-
Amman services will be
upgraded to A330 aircraft,
bringing the fully-flat bed
Business Class, and the biggest
Premium Economy in the world
(at 50" seat pitch) to bmi’s
Heathrow hub.

• On 14JAN09, bmi’s Manchester-
Chicago service will end.

• In APR09, its Manchester-
Caribbean and Manchester-Las
Vegas services will end.

bmi says its immediate priority is to
secure alternatives for agents to
rebook clients holding tickets issued
before 10NOV08 with the minimum
of disruption and re-accommodation
of pax begins today 11NOV,
focusing on Chicago services first.
If the options for re-accommodation
are not suitable for clients, they can
be offered a full refund.
All passengers unticketed at
10NOV will need to make
alternative arrangements.
Agents with queries should email
chris@discovertheworld.co.nz

New colour coded parking zones
have been introduced at
Christchurch Airport to simplify the
parking process for airport users.
New signage has been installed to
clearly identify the new Short
Term, Long Term and Premium
Parking zones and to guide drivers
towards their chosen zone.
Large new signage has been
installed at key decision making
points on Memorial Ave and
Orchard Rd, and this signage

continues towards the airport with
drivers following colour coded
signs as they get closer to the car
parks.
15 minutes free parking is provided
in all car parks.



20081111                          www.travelmemo.co.nz

JUST CRUISING ....

Australia & NZ  Cruises   from $999*

Caribbean Cruises  from US$449*

Holiday Cruises   from US$699*

Mexico Cruises   from US$399*

Hawaii Cruises   from US$999*

THIS WEEK’S 5-DAY FLASH SPECIALS

Tel: 09-444 2298

Fax:09-442 4228

CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITECLICK HERE TO VIEW OUR NEW-LOOK WEBSITE

* plus applicable fuel supplementCLICK HERE TO
DOWNLOAD FLYER

from

NZ$2399*

6 Nights

Nice to Rome

via Monte Carlo (overnight),
Portofino, Livorno, Portoferraio

The 312-passenger MSY Wind Surf

*Based on share twin accommodation in a Category B Stateroom

Departing 25 May 2009

AF/KL Bluenity Social
Network Site
Air France and KLM are to jointly launch
bluenity.com, described as the first social
network website for all air travellers.
The free site will apparently allow AF and
KL customers to make their travel bookings
public and to get an update from other
travellers about their flight arrangements.
This means that travellers can meet online
before they travel to arrange to share a taxi,
for example, or to meet up in a lounge.

Air Pacific yesterday reduced its each way

fuel surcharge for flights to/from Fiji by

US$12 for near destinations in the South

Pacific, Australia and New Zealand, and

US$24 for long haul flights from Fiji to

Honolulu, Los Angeles, Vancouver and

Japan.

Low-cost long haul carrier AirAsia X has

begun a 6pw schedule between Kuala

Lumpur and Perth using its new wide-

bodied airbus A330. It already flies into

Gold Coast Airport and will commence

services between Kuala Lumpur and

Melbourne tomorrow 12NOV.

The airline also operates five return

flights each week between Kuala Lumpur

and Hangzhou.

In addition to its planned daily A380

Dubai-Sydney-Auckland operation,

Emirates hopes to also introduce non-stop

A340-500 flights from both Brisbane and

Melbourne in FEB09.

EK told The Australian it expects to bring

the A380 to MEL later next year.

CRUISING

Capturing Antarctica with Hurtigruten
Passengers cruising Antarctic waters with
Hurtigruten this summer will now be assisted
in capturing great memories of their trip by
award-winning photographers and
videographers.
Hurtigruten has signed on with Australian-
based Theme Media to provide these
professionals, who will offer lectures and
guidance aboard MS Fram, the world’s
newest and most deluxe expedition ship.
Five sailings will offer this no-cost added
bonus – 26NOV08, 04DEC08, 12DEC08,

02FEB09 and 22FEB09. Passengers will
receive a free CD of the professionals’
images, maps, logbook, crew names and
other facts about their particular cruise.
A DVD Travel Journal, with additional
images, interviews, film will be offered for
NOK 500.
Note: The 02FEB sailing is a new
17-day itinerary that heads for the rarely-
visited Marguerite Bay, home to the only
known breed of emperor penguins on the
west side of Antarctica.

Cruise World Collection
– Small Ship Cruising

Travel Marketing’s
Cruise World has
released a new
brochure offering a
collection of
unique and special
cruise itineraries,
on equally unique
and special small
ships.
The brochure is
divided up by

destination areas with small ship cruises in
Africa, Asia & Australia, Europe, North
America, South America, and Grand
Voyages. The Europe section is extensive
with itineraries to the Med, Northern Europe,
the Black Sea, and central European River
Cruising.
Click on the Cruise World logo at
www.brochurenet.co.nz to order a brochure.

http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://francistravelmarketing.cruisefactory.net/pdf/179542/Europe%20Med%20Flyer%20April-May%2009.pdf
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P&O Cruises Winners
Steve Kirwan from Mondo Travel Mt Eden,
was the winner of a Breville Coffee Machine
in Week 4 of the P&O Cruises Pacific Sun
Makeover Competition.
Steve’s winning entry to what makes a great
cup of coffee was “The right beans in the
right size mug, the right amount of sugar, the
right amount of milk with the right music
and a smile.”
Pictured above, P&O Cruises’ Belinda
Collins hands over the prize to Steve Kirwan.
In related news, Shelley Hogg of Travelcom
Te Puke was theWeek 5  winner of the
Portable Gasmate ‘Cruiser’ Barbecue.

Princess Cruises is to introduce its popular

“Movies Under the Stars” product on a

poolside giant LED screen aboard Dawn

Princess in JUN09.  Sun Princess will get an

outdoor screen the following year.

ACCOMMODATIONCarnival Australia CEO Ann Sherry has told

agents at a P&O Cruises function in

Sydney that Norfolk Island is likely to be a

port of call for future P&O Cruises.
The New Kings of Christchurch
Rendezvous Hotels & Resorts International
(RHI) has announced the appointment of
Denise King as General Manager and Hine
King as Director of Sales for its new
Rendezvous Hotel Christchurch which is due
to open next April. It will be the country’s
second RHI hotel.

Denise King has had more than
20 years in the hotel industry in
New Zealand managing hotels in
Te Anau, Queenstown and
Auckland.

Hine King, formally Corporate
Business Development Manager
at Rendezvous Hotel Auckland,
has over 15 year’s hotel, airline
agency sales, GDS account

GREEN MATTERS

management and corporate TMC experience.

The pair will
be responsible
for the initial
sales drive to
key local
travel industry
and potential
corporate,
government
and
conference
accounts.

Rendezvous Hotel Christchurch, located
beside the Cathedral Junction tourist and
entertainment precinct, will comprise 171
rooms, including 11 luxury apartments, plus
gymnasium, sauna, restaurant and bar.
It claims impressive Green credentials too.

INDUSTRY

Tourism NT’s ‘Green Initiative’
Tourism NT is positioning the Territory as
the nature/culture capital of Australia with
the newly launched outbackoffsets.com,
Tourism NT’s pilot carbon offset program
developed in partnership with members of
the touring sector in Central Australia.
With increasing global competition and
growing social consciousness amongst target
market consumers, Tourism NT’s initial
priority is to identify the NT’s green
credentials in order to demonstrate that the
NT industry takes the issue of climate
change seriously. Research undertaken by

Tourism NT and Tourism Australia in key
international source markets, particularly
within UK/Europe, indicate a high level of
consumer concern about the impacts of
climate change.
To ensure an expedient and manageable pilot
project, Tourism NT chose to test this for the
touring sector in Central Australia,
particularly as carbon emission avoidance
and reduction is a difficult task for the
touring sector given the high reliance on
fossil fuels for transport.

Connections and Wayoutback Desert Safaris
are the participating operators and represent
around 40% of the touring sector in Central
Australia.
The pilot program aims for the operations of
participating tour companies to be carbon
neutral for the 2008-09 financial year.
Ultimately, the pilot carbon offset program
aims to give the Territory the edge over
competing destinations in attracting
environmentally aware travellers from the
NT’s long-haul markets.

Adventure Tours Australia, APT Group’s

Travel Brochures
Not Trusted
Brits are embracing online media
more than ever in their quest to
seek “cost effective, reputable
holiday opportunities”, according to
a survey.
The poll of 1,250 adults by UK
webTV travel site, Holiday ’09,
reveals that six out of 10 Brits don’t
trust traditional holiday brochures
anymore.
Over half of the people polled said
they would be looking for advice
on how to save money and get the
best deal on their holiday next year.
For nine out of ten consumers this
research will be done online.
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Travel

PEARL’S  PEARLER

My bank returned my cheque stamped ‘insufficient funds’ but do they mean me or them?

MasterCard, House of Travel Deal
MasterCard holders who purchase travel packages ex New Zealand from House of
Travel to Fiji, Rarotonga, Samoa, the UK and other European destinations, Los
Angeles, San Francisco or Vancouver will get $100 off the offered price per person
travelling.
The promotion runs for two weeks 10-24NOV. Terms and conditions apply.

Companies Forced to Cut Travel
A new survey by Paris-based the KDS travel
& expense management IT company of 100
of its clients from large organisations with
5,000 or more employees reveals 54%
planned to make travel reductions between
now and the end of next March.
Most (73%) of the respondents were based in
Europe with 8% in the US and 19% in the rest
of the world.
The poll found that 36% have already
cancelled travel bookings while 33% said
they had called off international meetings.
One financial director told KDS that since the
financial crisis broke, his company had
banned trips of under two days.
A large majority of the respondents (69%)
said they expected stricter rules on travelling
in the coming months.
But they did not expect the amount spent on
authorised trips to be cut.
Corporates are also looking to make more use
of web meetings and video-conferencing to
cut the travel budget.
92% of the respondents said they were
planning to use these two methods to save
money.

LATE BREAK

A Star is Born in the Kimberley
Western Australia’s Tourism Minister Liz
Constable yesterday launched a major
tourism campaign inspired by Baz
Luhrmann’s upcoming feature film
‘Australia’.
Dr Constable said the campaign, which
would include cinema, print, online
advertisements and in-flight television,
would draw on the highly anticipated movie
to bring significant tourism benefits to
Western Australia.
“The State Government, through Tourism
WA, is undertaking a $2.2million marketing
and public relations campaign across
Australia and around the globe,” she said.
“When the film is released later this month,
there is no doubt the eyes of the world will
be on WA and the Kimberley, where many
of the scenes were shot.
“We want to make sure that movie-goers
who are inspired to visit the region know
that it’s actually WA’s stunning landscapes
and outback adventure they’re longing for.
“That’s why the campaign positions the
Kimberley area of WA as the ‘real star’ of
Australia.”
The Minister said the State Government
partnered with Tourism Australia, 20th

Century Fox and WA’s tourism industry for
the world-wide campaign.
“The campaign will feature primarily in
Australia, the United Kingdom, Germany,
New Zealand and Singapore,” she said.
“Additional activity will get under way in
the United States, Malaysia, Korea, China
and Japan.
“The Kimberley will be a strong focus of the
campaign, but other key destinations will
also be promoted, particularly experiences
linked to the movie’s themes of adventure,
romance and outback journeys.”
The advertising campaign will continue until
June 2009.

Footnote: Tourism
WA is going all out to
capitalise on ints
involvement with the
movie and has
produced a media kit
containing
“Australia” location
and destination
information in hard
copy and CD

versions, with text files and high res images
for easy download.

Auckland Airport’s customer service
team begin to strut their stuff from
today in a new uniform.
The 50-strong team, long known by
regular travellers as ‘redcoats’ due to
their traditional red uniform, will be
stepping out in elegant new black
tailored pinstriped suits accompanied
by a silver shirt.  In homage to their
‘redcoat’ past the uniform will be
complemented by a red silk scarf or tie
with an Aotearoa pattern. The unique
graphic is designed around a koru and
incorporates cloud, wind and sea

themes.


