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Aeromexico Joins NZ BSP

Escorted Sth America

Canada by Rail + Alaska Cruise

Alaska with Global Explorer

CCAfrica - Longer  for Less

Big OE Deal Allows More Work

Be a Greek Is Wanderer

Czech Republic for Eurail

Seamus the Interactive Irishman

Cosmos Protects Against Currency Moves
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Cruise West Waives Surcharge

Antarctic Cruise - Save US$5000
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Orion’s Ring of Fire Cruises

Staying Connected on P&O Cruises
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Win a Sth Aust Xmas Hamper
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For further information contact Kirra Tours on 0508 3675 4772For further in

This 21 Day Ultimate New Zealand Tour goes off  
the beaten track to locations not generally visited 
as well as including all the “must see” places.
IT’S MORE THAN JUST A COACH TOUR!

21 Day All New Zealand Ultimate Tour

Europe By RailEurope By Rail

CLICK HERE
on Now”

Earlybird SaleEarlybird Sale
on Now”

HELEN CAMBELL
Tel: 09 966 2549 DDI
staff@topdog.co.nz

Seek, Fetch, Find

Travel Recruitment Specialist

Auckland:

Visitor Centre Manager- Airport    TD 1711

Senior Corporate Consultant    TD 1667

Longhaul Wholesale Consultant    TD 1704

Wellington:

Snr Corporate Consultant - City    TD 1674

www.topdog.co.nz

For Bookings call

0 8 0 0  8  7  2   4  6  8
0800 TRAIN TRAVEL
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John Key Releases Tourism Policy
National Party leader John Key, speaking to a
tourism industry audience in Queenstown, has
not committed to boosting tourism funding if
his party wins the Treasury benches, but has
listed a streamlining of the Resource
Management Act, refocusing existing tourism
budget funding on overseas marketing,
‘refreshing’ the New Zealand brand and
making sure our environmental performance
matches our rhetoric as ways to support the
industry during the tough times ahead.
Mr Key reconfirmed his intention to take on
the tourism portfolio “to pro-actively advance

the cause of the New Zealand brand by leading
our marketing activities.”
“As part of that I will ensure that all our
international agencies, be they Tourism New
Zealand, New Zealand Trade & Enterprise, or
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Trade, all
work more closely together, effectively as the
external arm of ‘NZ Inc’.
”I will be seeking a strong cross-agency focus
on marketing New Zealand in all the major
markets we operate in.”
Click Here to download the National Party’s
Tourism Policy.

Industry ‘Delighted’ with Key Decision
Tourism Industry Association New Zealand
(TIA) Chief Executive Tim Cossar, who was
in Queenstown for the release of National’s
tourism policy, says the commitment shown
by the National Party to New Zealand’s tourism
industry comes at a critical time for the multi-
billion dollar sector.
“Increased support for tourism, which delivers
$24 million in foreign exchange to New
Zealand’s economy every single day of the
year, is vital as we face the challenges of the
global financial situation,” says Mr Cossar.
“The tourism industry is delighted that
National’s tourism policy recognises tourism’s
importance as a transformation industry for
New Zealand.  A robust partnership between
the tourism industry and central government
is essential to growing New Zealand’s

economy and enhancing ‘Brand New
Zealand’,” Mr Cossar says.
The Motel Association of New Zealand would
be delighted at having a Prime Minister as the
Minister of Tourism, says Chief Executive
Michael Baines.
He says having a Prime Minister as Tourism
Minister could be just the tonic the industry
needs.
“Our people are hurting right now and
something like this would be great,” says Mr
Baines. “Our 1,000 members are feeling the
pinch from higher petrol prices and the growing
world recession which together have already
resulted in the number of domestic and overseas
tourists declining, so the next year or so will
be testing times and we will need all the help
we can get.”

National’s Policy
Supports Manifesto

Priorities
TIA’s Tim Cossar says National’s
tourism policy reflects many of the
tourism industry’s major priorities for
the incoming Government outlined in
the Tourism Industry Election
Manifesto released last month.
John Key’s decision to take the tourism
portfolio himself was in line with one
of the Manifesto’s top priorities of
having the job held by a high-ranking
Minister.
“This would put the tourism industry
in its rightful place at the Cabinet table,
alongside industries like agriculture
and forestry, as a major foreign
exchange earner,” Mr Cossar says.
National’s policy also supports other
major priorities in the Manifesto,
including:
• international marketing support

with a focus on high-yielding
visitors

• taking advantage of large
international events, including the
Rugby World Cup 2011, to
maximise New Zealand’s exposure
in key markets

• investment in vital infrastructure
used by travellers.

Mr Cossar said he looked forward to
seeing other parties’ tourism policies.
TIA would continue to advocate for the
tourism industry to the incoming
government in the post-election period.

TRENZ 2009 Exhibitor Call
It is time for tourism operators to place their businesses
at the forefront of New Zealand tourism by exhibiting
at TRENZ 2009. The valuable event will be held at the
newly refurbished and extended ASB Showgrounds in
Auckland, 08-11JUN09, and Exhibitor applications are
now open at www.trenz.co.nz until 18NOV.
Being held in Auckland for the first time since 2003,
TRENZ 2009 will feature a range of innovations to
showcase New Zealand tourism in a new way.  The
focus will be on attracting quality Buyers, achieving
good Exhibitor-Buyer ratios, and continuing to strongly
promote new product to Buyers and Media – 69% of
Buyers rate finding out about new products as their
main objective in deciding to attend TRENZ.
The venue will offer new opportunities to showcase
Exhibitors, including being able to display all booths
under one roof without the need for a marquee.
Key areas of focus will include:
• Showcasing our unique and innovative country
• Making attendance at the event cost beneficial for

all operators – attendance costs represent value to
Exhibitors as they can see Buyers from 35 countries
during the event. Booth costs remain the same as in
2008 and there will be new opportunities for
operators and/or products to share a booth

• Ensuring networking time is maximised for all
delegates

• Offering Media scheduled appointments with
Exhibitors at specific times

• Modifying Monday, traditionally a set-up day, to
better meet the needs of all attendees

• Working with the host region, Auckland, and
transport providers to ensure delegates can get to
and from the venue with ease. Start and finish times
of the event may be changed to assist with transport
arrangements.

http://www.tranzscenic.co.nz
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Shotover Jet Brand Refresh
Shotover Jet’s management and marketing
team say they believe it was time for a brand
‘refresh’ and a new and stronger ‘look’ to its
promotional and advertising material.
The result is a sharp new brand design and new
canyon imagery to convey the thrill factor of a
Shotover Jet trip and its unique and dramatic
location.  There is a strong focus on the key
factors that make Shotover Jet different from
other activities, clear and concise wording, and
more use of the company’s distinctive red in
all collateral.
“We’ve got a totally unique location and we
offer a totally unique experience, but as more
and more activities compete for the tourism
dollar in Queenstown and around New Zealand
we have to continually reinforce the fact that
we’re at the top of our game, and that a
Shotover Jet trip isn’t just a great thing to do,
it’s a ‘must do,’ said Shotover Jet Manager
Clark Scott.
“Taking stronger ownership of the colour red
and using dramatic canyon images reinforces
the fact that we’re exciting and unique, and the
new brochures, posters, vehicle branding and
advertising certainly get that message across.”

Motorcycles Unleashed!
Palmerston North’s Te Manawa museum is
staging an exhibition called Motorcycles
Unleashed!, a century of competition bikes,
opening 08NOV.  The exhibition boasts over
50 iconic bikes sourced from across New
Zealand and Australia and will celebrate the
Kiwi bike-building tradition and letting visitors
share in the victory moments, and marvel at
the art of motorcycle design.
www.temanawa.co.nz

Over the past decade, 248
of the 902 road crashes
(27%) in the Queenstown
Lakes district involved
either foreign tourists or
NZ residents who had
learned to drive overseas.
The Sunday Star-Times

reports that this is way out of kilter with
the national picture where, of almost
100,000 crashes, just 5% involved tourists.

AUSTRALIA

Sthn Lakes Festival of Colour
The Southern Lakes Festival of Colour, a
biennial, autumnal celebration of the arts, is
scheduled for 28APR-03MAY09.
Six days and nights of performances and
exhibitions set against the spectacular
backdrop of the Southern Lakes.
The Festival is based in Wanaka but reaches
out to the wider region with performances in
Luggate, Hawea, Tarras, Bannockburn and
Arrowtown. In 2009 the touring programme is
to be expanded to take in Clyde and Glenorchy
too.

OZTalk Travel Expo 2009 Preparations
Tourism Australia has begun taking
registrations from Australian sellers for next
year’s OZTalk Travel Expo 2009 at Auckland’s
ASB Showgrounds 17-19APR09.
It aims to attract a big turnout of companies
keen to promote their Australian products to
around 230 frontline travel agents at the
OZTalk Travel Trade Expo 17-18APR. TA will
also target 6,000 consumers for the ‘Day 3’ in
the form of a consumer travel expo on 19APR.
The event will be free to consumers and will
include entertainment, competitions and
opportunities to trial unique Australian travel
experiences on both consumer and trade days.
With significant Tourism Australia marketing

and publicity wrapped around it, this is slated
to be the biggest OZTalk Travel Expo yet.
“Increased aviation costs and an economic
slowdown are leading to New Zealanders
looking closer to home for holiday options,”
says Jenny Aitken, Regional Manager – New
Zealand, Tourism Australia.
“New Zealanders also continue to demonstrate
a strong reliance on travel agents, either as
influencers or as booking agents, making
OZTalk the single most effective and cost
efficient forum to inspire both travel agents and
consumers,” adds Aitken.
OZTalk Buyer applications (NZ and Pacific
travel agents) open on 24NOV08.

A1GP Possible for Gold Coast
IndyCar racing on the Gold Coast is over for
another season and the Indy Racing League
boss Tony George has jetted away leaving
uncertainty over whether the event will
continue to be staged annually in Surfers
through to 2013 as originally envisaged.
While the local Gold Coast Indy boss is
reported in the Gold Coast Bulletin as being
‘reasonably confident’ of the cars returning
next October, the dates would appear to be the
sticking point.
The V8 Supercars are signed up for five years
and it seems that the A1GP motor racing circus
is a strong contender as a replacement if Indy
Racing League pull out. The A1GP races now
feature 25 national teams using identical
Ferrari-powered cars, with Monaco and Korea
having signed up recently.

Croc Closes Magnetic Beaches
A crocodile which was relocated from Cape
York to Townsville as part of a State
Government experiment is now stalking
swimmers at Magnetic Island.
The Qld Environmental Protection Agency
confirmed a 3.5m crocodile called Whitey had
been moved 1000km south to Cape Cleveland
as part of a tracking program to see whether it
would remain and establish a new home range.
It has now repeatedly been sighted around
Magnetic Island, 8km off Townsville, forcing
the closure of several popular swimming areas
and outraging the locals.
Rangers were reported to be tracking Whitey
after onlookers spotted it swimming off the
island’s Picnic Bay on the weekend. They hope
to recapture it, but in the meantime ‘Maggie’s’
tourism and dive businesses are doing a freeze.

http://www.tranzscenic.co.nz
http://www.mediahub.co.nz/showcase.asp?x=imc98puz38ocfauntw8a4t18963h819wwjax0a
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Hoges Not Impressed
Australia’s most famous promoter, Paul Hogan,
reportedly says he’s not a fan of Tourism
Australia’s new tourism campaign and believes
it should have focused on the friendly, laid back
nature of Aussies rather than the outback.
‘Crocodile Dundee’ said he didn’t think the
new campaign would win over foreigners.
“We should be saying this is a wonderful
country, the people are really laid back and
friendly,” he is quoted as saying. “If I go to
your house to visit and I want to come back,
it’s because I enjoyed your company not the
furniture.”

Southern Star Start Date
Melbourne’s big Southern Star observation
wheel will be fully operational and open to the
public on 28NOV. Forecast to attract around
30,000 visitors a week, the wheel is expected
to be a nighttime drawcard, with its 3.7km of
LED lighting capable of pumping out up to 20
billion different colour patterns. A 30-minute
‘flight’ on the wheel will cost A$29 for adults
and A$17 for children.
Victorian Premier John Brumby used the
occasion of the Southern Star launch to
announce the government’s intention to extend
the City Circle Tram line to Waterfront City’s
new tourism precinct.

Melbourne’s 2008 Formula One Grand
Prix incurred a record A$40 million loss,
according to f igures tabled in the
Victorian Parliament yesterday. Revenue
from the F1GP was down marginally on
the 2007 event, while costs rose by more
than A$5 million.

Silky Oaks Lodge Special - 50% Off
Your clients can stay at Silky Oaks Lodge in
Far North Queensland’s Daintree rainforest at
50% of the standard nightly rate when they
book three nights or more. Stay in a Treehouse
from $149pp, per night twin share including
breakfast daily. Valid for sale from 01NOV08
until 31JAN09 and valid for travel 01JAN-
30JUN09, block out dates apply. Call your
wholesaler.

Tropical Wet Season Approaching
Wrotham Park Lodge and El Questro
Wilderness Park close today 31OCT08 for the
annual tropical wet season. Both properties will
re-open for business on 01APR09.

APT Tops Up Tassie Discounts
APT has increased its discounts on two
Tasmania tours early next year.
The discount on five departures of the 12-day
Royal Tasman tour between JAN09 and APR09
has been increased from NZ$350 per couple
to $700.  The new discounted price is $4415pp.
The discount on the 10-day Gourmet
Adventurer small group tour has been increased
from $400 per couple to $500 for three
departures during JAN-MAR09 period. The
new discounted price is $4115pp.
Prices in both cases include touring,
accommodation, most meals, cruises, national
park fees and entrance fees. Air fares are extra.
Call 0800 278 687.

The Cairns International Hotel is rebranding
as The Sebel Cairns effective from
tomorrow 01NOV, having completed a
A$3m soft refurb of the lobby, restaurant,
bar, port cochere and pool deck.

InterContinental for Melbourne
The A$60 million resurrection of Melbourne’s
grandest heritage hotel The Rialto is close to
completion, and from it will emerge the
InterContinental Melbourne The Rialto,
opening for business in DEC.  Located on
Collins Street next to the soaring Rialto
Towers, it is one of the city’s last and best
remaining examples of 19th century gothic
architecture.

Movie Set Could Become Attraction
Faraway Downs – the homestead owned by
Nicole Kidman’s character in Baz Luhrmann’s
‘Australia’ – could be rebuilt and used as a
tourist attraction. Tourism WA collected
materials from the homestead before it was
dismantled, and also purchased furniture and
props. The next step is a business plan to
determine the project’s viability and location.
Tourism WA will identify an interested party
from the private sector to take full commercial
responsibility for the project.

Turtle Time on Heron
The Green and Loggerhead turtles have begun
to arrive in the waters around Heron and Wilson
Islands from nesting grounds as much as
2000km away to commence breeding.
Heron Island is offering guests a Stay 6 Pay 4
deal, including full buffet breakfast daily and
activities including guided reef walks,
snorkelling lessons and guided birdlife walks.
Call your wholesaler.

SOUTH PACIFIC

Kununurra is WA’s newly crowned top
tourism town, beating Bunbury, Kalbarri
and Kojonup at WA’s Top Tourism Awards.

New 2009 Dates for Northern
Fijian Dateline Cruise

Due to the popularity of the unique 7-night
Northern Fijian Dateline Cruise, Captain Cook
Cruises has added an extra departure date to
the schedule for 2009, bringing total scheduled
departures to eight.
The new 2009 departure dates are: 31MAR,
05MAY, 02JUN, 30JUN, 04AUG, 01SEP,
06OCT and 03NOV.
Early Booking Saver fares start from
FJ$2594pp twin share and the cruise departs
Denarau Marina at 2.00pm.

PolyBlue Birthday Special
Polynesian Blue is celebrating its 3rd birthday
with a Birthday Surprise Sale for flights
between Apia and New Zealand and Australia.
The airline, a joint venture between Virgin Blue
Airlines and the Government of Samoa,
touched down in Apia for the first time in 2005
and this year announced an annual profit of
more than NZ$9 million.
In the three years the airline’s been operating
government figures show that holiday arrivals
from Australia and New Zealand to Samoa have
grown by more than 50%.
To celebrate its success Polynesian Blue
yesterday launched a $123* fare from
Auckland to Apia, on sale until midnight
tonight 31OCT or until sold out. It is for travel
02FEB-31MAR09. PolyBlue also released
similarly discounted fares between Apia and
Sydney/Brisbane.
* One-way on the net plus NZ$4 credit card fee.
Includes taxes and charges. NZ$15 more by phone.

http://www.tranzscenic.co.nz
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Easter Island’s Tapati Festival
Adventure World advises that Easter Island’s Tapati
Festival will be held between 30JAN and 12FEB09.
Celebrated annually for more than 30 years, the Tapati
cultural festival gathers all of the island inhabitants
around the Rapa Nui culture. During two full weeks,
people from all over the world have the opportunity
to enjoy the dancing, singing, music, stone and wood
carving, Mahute designs (fabric made out of tree
bark), body painting and several sports competitions.
The crowning of the Queen is also a major event as
there is strong competition amongst the Rapa Nui
families; the Queens accumulate points throughout a
series of challenges between competitors who
represent different families. It is quite an experience
to share, enjoy and be present for.    Call Adventure
World on 09-522 5942 for Easter Island travel
arrangements.

ASIA

The bubbles are flowing at Pacif ic Resort
Aitutaki after being judged the best ‘Luxury
Island Resort’ in the world at the just-announced
World Luxury Hotel Travel Awards.
Winners and finalists of different categories are
listed on the World Luxury Hotel Awards website
www.luxuryhotelawards.com/winners2008.asp

Chinese Visa Fee Increase
China Travel Service has advised that the
Chinese Visa single entry fee will be
increased to NZ$140 as of tomorrow
01NOV08.
To have Chinese visa applications processed
at the previous fee of NZ$100 they needed
to have been submitted prior to the close of
business on Thursday, 30OCT.
The China Visa form can be downloaded at
http://www.chinatravel.co.nz/forms.

SIA Drops Amritsar
Effective 04FEB09, Singapore Airlines will
be suspending its three times a week service
to Amritsar.  The last flight into and out of
Amritsar will be SQ446/447 on 01FEB.
The decision to suspend the service is part
of Singapore Airlines on-going review of its
network and capacity.
Your CRS has been updated with the
schedule change.  Singapore Airlines will
reschedule clients onto the next available
Singapore-Delhi flight v.v.

Cathay Pacific Offers Business Class Upgrades from $799
Christmas has arrived early for Cathay
Pacific passengers, with the airline offering
economy class travellers the opportunity to
fly to Hong Kong in style by upgrading to
business class from NZ$799 one way.
The special business class upgrade offer is
available to passengers travelling from AKL
to HKG, China, Asia or India between

01JAN-15FEB09.
The special upgrade offer is available to
those who have already purchased
economy class tickets to these destinations
between the specified dates as well as to
new purchasers.
For those who have already purchased
special discounted fares, an upgrade charge
of NZ$999 would apply.01NOV-31DEC08 and returning between

Indonesia Boosts Security
AFP reports that Indonesia has stepped up
security at major installations across the
country to guard against possible attacks
ahead of the execution next month of three
Bali bombers.
Power plants and fuel depots of the state-
owned oil and gas company in central Java,

close to a prison island where the bombers
were being held, have seen security tightened
with more paramilitary police deployed.
Elite anti-terror police have also reportedly
stepped up security near terrorists Amrozi
and Mukhlas’ village in East Java province
in anticipation of their execution.

Classified  Advertising
TravelMemo’s Classified Ad service
offers placement of a 75-word ad in two

consecutive issues, for just $50+GST.

Email classifieds@travelmemo.co.nz

Dragonair, sister airline of Cathay
Pacif ic, has launched daily return
flights between Hong Kong and Hanoi,
the airline’s eighth new destination.
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Regus Business Centre for Macau
Regus is opening a new business centre
in downtown Macau with private and open
plan office space, video conferencing,
meeting room access and a professional
business lounge.
The centre is pitched as ideal for
executives on a short stay in Macau or for
companies looking to open a branch office
who require a professional and affordable
place to work from.
The new Regus Business Centre is
conveniently located in the most
established commercial area of Macau’s
downtown district.  It is close to the
Institute of Civic and Municipal Affairs
Building, banks, restaurants, shopping
centres and Macau’s entertainment and
gaming attractions. It is just 5 minutes
walking distance from the main plaza of
the historic city centre and only 15
minutes from the airport by taxi.
www.regus.co.nz/businessworld.

THE AMERICASTwo Weeks in Borneo
Borneo evokes images of tropical jungles
and wildlife - especially orang utans. It is
a great alternative to a Pacific Island
holiday and Adventure World has a 13-
day/11-night Borneo special that combines
a 7-day/6-night Wildlife Tour of Borneo
with four free nights at the Tuaran Beach
Resort at Kota Kinabalu and a night in a
deluxe room at the Sheraton Utama
Brunei, plus return economy class airfares
with Royal Brunei.  All from $3942pp
share twin.  Call 09-522 5946.

Aeromexico Joins NZ BSP
Aeromexico joins the NZ Bank Settlement Plan as
of tomorrow 01NOV.
Chris Jones, Director of Discover the World
Marketing, which represents the Mexican carrier
here, said “This is great news and makes AM more
saleable. All AM published and Mexi Plan fares will
be commissionable at 4%, so Agents will not only
have the opportunity to issue AM ET’s, but also
receive remuneration.”
Any IATA Agent wanting a Ticketing Authority
should email info@discovertheworld.co.nz,
providing their office details and IATA number, and
for any other information, contact Chris Jones at
chris@discovertheworld.co.nz

Canada by Rail + Alaskan Cruise
For 2009 Rocky Mountaineer has introduced ‘Rocky
Mountaineer Escorted Tours’.  Travellers are accompanied by
a Tour Escort from start to finish and can choose from four
itineraries and enjoy the freedom of two carriages on the train
exclusively for the use of Escorted Tour guests. Your clients
can relax and take in the scenery from their assigned seat in the
custom-built single-level dome, or head to the Escorted Tours
Lounge.
• Escorted Rockies Highlights, 6 days/5 nights from $3903
• Escorted Best of Banff, 7 days/6 nights from $3690
• Escorted Rockies Escape, 8 days/7 nights from $7945
• Escorted Rockies Circle, 11 days/10 nights from $8065
There is an Exclusive Offer for Rocky Mountaineer Escorted
Tour Guests - Add-on a 7-night Alaska Cruise in a deluxe
verandah ocean view stateroom on Holland America’s ms
Zuiderdam, from $2370pp share twin, including fuel surcharge.
For Rocky Mountaineer bookings contact Adventure World on
09-522 5944.

Escorted
South America

Chris Lyons, World Journeys
Director and an experienced
tour escort, says he is looking
forward to leading a small
group of Kiwis on a 29-day
Grand South America journey
in JUL09.

Ph: (09) 522 5944
discover@adventureworld.co.nz

www.adventureworld.co.nz

View Brewster’s Canada 

e’Brochure online

<click here>

* Motor-coach, train and 
  self-drive vacations 
  throughout Canada

* Calgary Stampede packages

* Tailor-made holidays for
   the independent traveller

* Pre and post Alaska Cruise 
  holidaysVisiting the absolute must-

sees of the continent through
Chile, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia,
Brazil and Argentina, Chris
says a highlight will be the
three-night Galapagos Cruise
aboard the M/V Santa Cruz.

Priced from $15,595pp share
twin, this tour includes airfares
and transfers / transport
throughout, 4-star accom,
sightseeing, the services of
local English speaking guides,
and many meals.  Ticketable
taxes, tipping, a US$100
Galapagos National Park fee,
and travel insurance are
additional.
Contact World Journeys.

Tauck Volunteers Pilgrimage
Some 230 employees of Tauck World Discovery and
their family members have just made a pilgrimage
to Plimoth Plantation in Plymouth, Massachusetts
to work on preservation and beautification projects
at the ‘living history’ museum that recreates the first
permanent European settlement in southern New
England.
They and other
volunteers worked on
restoring the palisade
surrounding the
recreated 1627 village.
Others worked inside
the museum’s Visitors
Centre, where they painted and completed other
beautification projects. Adventure World, NZ GSA
for Tauck World Discovery, says your clients can
visit this historic plantation on Tauck’s 7-day Cape
Cod, the Islands and Newport trip. Call 09-524 5118.
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Alaska with Global Explorer
The networks of Alaska Airlines and its
regional affiliate Horizon Air are now available
through Global Explorer, the round-the-world
fare offered by members of the oneworld
alliance and selected other airlines.
oneworld points out that with member-elect
Mexicana and its Click Mexicana affiliate
participating in this fare since 01SEP, the
addition of Alaska and Horizon means that
Global Explorer offers better coverage of The
Americas than any comparable type of ticket
offered by any other airline alliance.

AFRICA

Longer for Less
World Journeys is promoting a Stay 4/Pay
3 night deal at combination of CC Africa’s
South African lodges, valid on selected
dates in JAN, FEB, MAR, APR, OCT,
NOV and DEC09.  Lodges include those
in Phinda, Ngala, Exeter and Kwandwe
Private Game Reserves; at Kirkman’s
Kamp; and Madikwe Safari Lodge
(excluding Villas).  Contact World
Journeys for date validity and rates.

Stay/Pay Cape Town
World Journeys has a Stay 4 /Pay for 3
nights deal at the Cape Grace in Cape Town,
valid for stays 01NOV to 10DEC08, to
celebrate successful completion of major
refashioning at the 5-star waterfront hotel.
This offer also includes complimentary
tapas when signing in at their new
restaurant Signal (once during a stay).
Contact World Journeys.

EUROPE

Big OE Deal Allows More Work
From 27NOV New Zealanders heading to
Britain on their traditional two-year working
holiday will be able to work throughout their
stay if they wish, and can line up a job before
they arrive.
Up until now, Kiwis have been theoretically
limited to no more than 12 months’
employment during the two years, but the new
youth mobility scheme recognises the low risk
and high value they bring to the UK during
their travels.
The new visa is expected to cost about $270
compared with $554 under the current scheme.
Applicants will have to prove they are New
Zealand citizens aged between 18 and 30, have
the equivalent of £1600 (presently about
$4300) available to them, and have not visited
the UK on a working holiday visa before.
The changes form part of a shift to a points-
based migration system designed to protect the
British labour market and allocate work permits
according to whether applicants have skills
needed by the British economy.
The scheme was developed after strong
representations to the UK government by New
Zealand and others and will apply to the youth
of just four countries – New Zealand, Australia,
Canada and Japan.
After overhauling its immigration system, the
British Government had already decided to
keep issuing ancestry visas for New Zealanders
with grandparents born in Britain, and granting
visa-free access for up to six months for Kiwi
travellers.

Be a Greek Island Wanderer
Adventure World says a great way to explore
the Greek Islands is on an Explore Worldwide
small group island-hopping holiday that stays
at a number of Aegean islands.
In Athens your clients can enjoy a walking tour
of the Plaka before sailing by ferryboat along
the necklace of Cycladic islands, where they
stop for several days on the islands of Syros,
Paros (above), Santorini and Naxos, with
accommodation at small hotels.
A relaxed trip, its free-form style is designed
to make the most of the local scene, classic
sites, picturesque towns and clear waters.
There are plenty of opportunities for exploring
on foot, taking part in walks with spectacular
views. This 15-day Explore Worldwide tour is
priced from $2655pp.
Agents are reminded that Explore Worldwide
no longer collects Local Payments in 2009.
Call GSA Adventure World on 09-522 5946.

Czech Republic
for Eurail Global Pass

The Czech Republic is joining the Eurail
Global pass network on 01JAN09.
Rail Plus CEO David Stafford says this is
an important development because agents
will no longer need to use the 7-day
Prague Excursion Pass add-on for
customers using the Eurail Global
Consecutive and Flexi passes. The Prague
pass will still be required though for
customers using Eurail Select passes.
“Prague is a must-see city for New
Zealanders visiting this part of the world,”
says Mr Stafford. “This initiative just
makes it easier and less costly.”
The Global passes allow unlimited travel
in 20 countries while Select passes cover
three, four or five adjoining countries.
The Eurail Global Consecutive Pass offers
unlimited travel on any or all the days
within the duration of the pass and is
designed to be used over a continuous
period of between 15 days and three
months.
Eurail Global Flexi Pass is valid for any
10 or 15 days of travel within a validity
period of two months. This is ideal for
travellers who wish to spend longer in
each destination and not travel each day.
On each specified day, travellers can ride
on as many trains as they like until
midnight.

Click Here for details of the
Eurail Passes and Earlybird offers.
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Seamus, the Interactive Irishman
Meet Seamus, Tourism Ireland’s interactive
Irishman. This cheeky chap from Ireland is part
of the new Tourism Ireland integrated print and
online campaign, aimed at enticing Australians
and New Zealanders to visit the island of Ireland
by engaging with customers using the warmth
and humour of Seamus, the Irish local.
The online campaign takes the form of a Google
search engine to search for Ireland related
material. In addition to the search results, Seamus
gives the user insider tips and keeps them
entertained by checking his watch, knocking on
the screen and quipping, ‘Know what time it is?
Time to let me show you around!’ and ‘Come
on, it’s a bit cramped in this here computer. Let’s
head to Ireland!’
Check out http://theirishlocal.com.au

AVIATION

Cosmos Protects
Against Currency Moves

Cosmos has unveiled its Europe 2009 brochure,
offering tours priced from $98 a day and land
prices protected from currency fluctuations once
a full deposit is paid.
Cosmos says the new brochure offers more than
60 holidays at prices almost impossible to achieve
travelling independently, capitalising on their
packaging power and the experience of the
Globus Family of Brands.
Tours of Turkey are available from $98 a day,
through Spain, Portugal and Morocco from $146
a day and to Prague, Vienna and Budapest from
$150 a day.  Even in Britain, holidays are available
from as little as $171 a day.
New tours in the Cosmos Europe 2009 brochure
include:
• The four-day Taste of Britain from $858*pp

from London to Cambridge, York, Hadrian’s
Wall, Edinburgh, the Lake District, North
Wales and Stratford-upon-Avon.

• The eight-day Historic Eastern Germany by
Rail from $2105*pp travelling by first class
rail from Berlin to Dresden and Leipzig, plus
the picturesque Lossnitz Valley Railway.

• The 19-day European Treasures from
$3379*pp, from London to Amsterdam,
Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Ljubljana, Venice,
Rome, Florence, French Riviera, Lyon and
Paris.

Cosmos also offers an early payment discount of
2.5 per cent for holidays paid in full four months
prior to departure, plus a discount of $100 per
couple when booking a second tour.
*Prices are per person twin share, subject to availability
and conditions.

Lufthansa in Box Seat
Already Europe’s largest player, Lufthansa looks increasingly like becoming the
undisputed global aviation consolidator following news that it is to buy control of
bmi, the former British Midland, in a deal to be consummated in JAN09.
LH, which already held 30% of bmi, has exercised its option to acquire the airline
founder’s stake of 50% plus one share for 400 million euros. The move gives the
German carrier control of bmi’s nest egg, some 12% of the take-off slots at London
Heathrow.  This is a slice of LHR action estimated to be worth a billion euros and
second only to the slots held by British Airways.
Lufthansa is now expected to bid for the remaining 20% of bmi, held by
Scandinavian Airlines, which is also up for sale itself, and LH remains a candidate
to buy Austrian Airlines Group, SAS and Alitalia. It already owns Swiss
International Airlines and has stakes in Brussels Airlines and JetBlue.

...in Stocklink’s TravelBag Envelope for Retailers
105148 The Chateau on the Park - Girls Getaway
052431 The Chateau on the Park - Christchurch
105312 Peregrine Vietnam, Thailand, Laos & Cambodia

2008-10
938167 Fullers Auckland Ferries & Island Tours Oct 2008
856419 Peregrine Egypt, Morocco & Beyond 2009-10
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bmi market  
fares offer...

bmi sales Auckland

Ph (09) 623 4293

e: info@discovertheworld.co.nz

   Greater selection –  
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   Sales with any outbound 
carrier ex N.Z.
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Branson Talks up Combo
No sooner was the word out on the
Lufthansa/bmi deal than Sir Richard
Branson started talking up the concept
of a combo deal with his Virgin Atlantic
as an answer to any future British
Airways-American Airlines-Iberia
merger threat.
If Branson manages to get together with
LH and bmi, it opens interesting global
possibilities, given his holdings in Virgin
Blue, Virgin America and AirAsia.

Northwest Taxis into History
Northwest Airlines is about to taxi off
into history after eight decades. Its
merger with Delta Air Lines has now
been officially cleared by federal
regulators, and the result is now the
world’s largest airline. NW fliers will
notice changes beginning early next
year, when Delta’s food will be served
on NW flights by attendants wearing
Delta uniforms.

Icelandic-owned low-cost airline

Sterling Airways has cancelled all

flights, leaving hundreds of

passengers stranded at London

Gatwick and thousands stranded

across Europe. Sterling says it is

f iling for bankruptcy and has

blamed Iceland’s financial crisis.

V irgin Atlantic has launched a

second service between London

Heathrow and Hong Kong. The

new flights, by A340-600, are

starting on a 3pw schedule but go

daily from 04DEC. They will

complement the airline’s existing

daily programme to Hong Kong,

which connects to Virgin Atlantic’s

flights to Sydney.

Austria’s state holding company,

which owns 42.75% of Austrian

Airlines Group, has delayed

privatisation of the troubled carrier

until year end in order to attract

better offers.
Self-Service in AKL from Monday

The domestic competition is about to be cranked up
another notch on Monday. That’s when Air New
Zealand’s new-look domestic airport check-in goes
DIY. Most of the conventional manned check-in
counters will be gone from the airline’s Auckland
Airport domestic terminal, replaced by clusters of
kiosks at which passengers will weigh their bags and
issue their own boarding pass and bag tags. They then
tag their bags, place them on the conveyor belt and
head for the gate.
Those without baggage can go directly to the
departure gate, where they will scan their online
boarding pass, eTicket, mPass (using a bar code sent
to their mobile phone) or ePass (using an RFID tag
provided to frequent flyers) and receive a gate pass
with seat number.
The new “changing the way you fly” system, which
cost the carrier a reported $30 million, aims to slash
the process down from an average 15 minutes to as
little as one minute.

All of the details are graphically explained at
www.changingthewayyoufly.co.nz where you click on
the New Domestic Terminals flag to view.
Footnote: Christchurch gets its new kiosks on 17NOV,
and Wellington in early DEC. All 26 of Air New
Zealand’s domestic terminals around New Zealand
will have gate scanners operational from Monday.

A computer-generated view of the new AKL terminal

Hollywood Welcome for Emirates
Emirates has commenced a Dubai-Los
Angeles B777-200LR service, with the
aircraft operating the 16hr 45min flights
three times a week, lifting to daily once
additional aircraft are delivered.
The airline’s arrival in LA involved a
reported US$3 million Hollywood bash
at the Kodak Theatre, hosted by Hilary
Swank and featuring an hour-long
concert by Ricky Martin. A four-course
dinner was prepared by famous chef
Wolfgang Puck.
On 15DEC, Emirates will introduce
another service to the West Coast with
a non-stop flight from Dubai to San
Francisco bringing its total number of
U.S. gateways to four.

Boeing and the Machinists and

Aerospace Workers unions have

reached a tentative agreement on a

new four-year contract covering

27,000 employees in Washington,

Oregon, and Kansas. Union leadership

is recommending that employees vote

to ratify the contract.
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Air New Zealand institutes changes to its

Airpoints frequent flyer programme

from today. In future, every fare

purchased by Airpoints members,

including grabaseat and Smart Savers,

will attract Status Points, and there will

be new status tiers.  A new website

myairnz.com also cuts over, allowing

loyalty members to tailor their travel

information and Airpoints details.

‘Nein’ to Nude Scanners
The German government has said it will not
participate in EU proposals for airports to use
full-body scanner security checks, which have
raised privacy issues and sparked criticism by
politicians across the political spectrum.  The
executive European Commission says a
number of EU states including the Netherlands
already use body scanners and the EU
executive wanted to harmonize conditions in
which they can be operated. A spokeswoman
for the interior ministry reportedly described
the idea as ‘nonsense.’

Mexicana is to go transatlantic between

Mexico City and London Gatwick from

17JAN with a twice-weekly service,

lifting to 4pw from 17FEB09. MX will use

B767-200s in a two-class configuration.

TAM will begin operating

a new daily A330 flight

from Sao Paulo to

Orlando, Florida, on

21NOV. This will be the

Brazilian airline’s 18th

international destination.

CRUISING

Kiwijet Update
Raymond Weil has cranked out a press release
to advise that, now that oil prices have dropped,
his proposed Kiwijet airline will resume its
development.
He says that, in order to minimize the impact
to investors he will focus on launching Kiwijet
first as a cargo-only airline using two BAe 146-
300 QTs on domestic small parcel and postal
services initially, in the second quarter of 2009.
He says Kiwijet will then move onto passenger
operations in the fourth quarter of 2009.

The Qantas Group, which is the largest customer
for the Boeing 787, has confirmed that its first
Dreamliner could be up to an additional six
months late.
Jetstar executives are quoted by ATWOnline as
saying their first 787 is now not expected until
May 2010, 21 months later than the original
schedule. They are working on contingencies
and planning for a further three-to-six-month
delay in delivery, although Boeing is yet to
formally confirm that.

Dreamliner Delay for QF

Viking Extends Lucky 8
Viking River Cruises has announced that its
Lucky 8 promotion will be extended and is now
valid for all new bookings of any of Viking’s
China cruisetours until 12DEC08.
“The promotion has been received well but
travel agents have been asking for a bit more
time to be able to convert enquiries to bookings
and enter the sweepstake,” says Teresia Fors,
Managing Director Australia & New Zealand.
Current entries will not be disadvantaged by
this, as it is the luck of the draw that in the end
will nominate the winner. On the contrary, now
there are even more chances to enter as ‘one
booking – one entry’ and there are no
restrictions to how many times one agent can
enter. All other conditions remain the same.

Cruise West Waives Surcharge
Guests who book a Cruise West 2009 Alaskan
cruise, and pay in full by 12DEC08, can avoid
a fuel surcharge, representing savings of up to
US$360 per person.
The waiver applies to new and current bookings.
Guests can also combine this value with early
booking incentives to save additional dollars.
World Journeys says this is great for clients who
like to know the exact cost of their cruise ahead
of time.
All Cruise West voyages include an excursion
at every port, transport to/from the airport, all
tipping, and the Exploration Leaders who share
insightful information on the flora, fauna,
culture and history of the region.
Contact World Journeys.

Antarctic Opportunity: Save US$5000
World Journeys is offering a last-minute deal on the 18FEB09 departure of the luxury small-ship
Corinthian II to Antarctica.  Save US$5000 per couple on any cabin category, subject to availability,
or if travelling alone, the single supplement is waived.  Contact World Journeys for details.

Home Grown Cuisine on P&O Cruises

As passenger demand grows for sophisticated
food, P&O has responded with a revamp on
both Pacific Dawn and Pacific Sun. It
involves:
• Introducing fresher, locally-grown

ingredients on a range of new menus
• Replacing international wine brands with

an Australian and New Zealand-only list
from 64 boutique and regional wineries

• Introducing specialist onboard coffee
ambassadors and appreciation classes

• Recruiting a new Corporate Executive
Chef and Manager of Food & Beverage
Operations

Amanda Ewing from Flight Centre Botany
Gardens was the Week 2 winner in the P&O
Cruises Pacific Sun Makeover incentive.
She is shown here being presented with
her iPod Nano and armband by Belinda
Collins, Business Partnership Manager at
Complete Cruise Solution.

The overhaul has seen the launch of signature
dishes including Indian chilli crab, coral trout
served with a lobster ragout and beurre blanc
sauce as well as wagyu beef burgers served
on basil and garlic focaccia.
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GREEN MATTERSOrion’s Ring of Fire Expeditions
Opportunity still exists to sell one of two voyages Orion
is undertaking in February and early MAR09. Select
from the 10-night Auckland to Port Vila expedition or
the 9-night Port Vila to Rabaul voyage – or join them
together for a 19-night Voyage of Discovery along the
Ring of Fire.
After exploring the Bay of Islands, Orion heads for
Norfolk Island and then on to the Isle of Pines in New
Caledonia. Guests experience the true meaning of
Melanesia’s “Ring of Fire” with visits to the volcanic
islands of Anatom and Tanna, highlighted by an evening
excursion to the rim of the crater of the active volcano,
Mt Yasur.
The first voyage concludes in Port Vila, providing
convenient air access and accommodation for those
leaving or joining the ship.
The second voyage heads for Espiritu Santo, where
scuba divers can explore the world’s largest accessible
ship, the 22,000 ton President Coolidge. Cruise in
Marovo Lagoon, snorkel the extensive coral reefs or
feed the sharks at Uepi and call at Ngella Island, which
features the hulk of the expedition ship World
Discoverer, beached in 2001 after hitting a coral reef.
The second voyage concludes in Rabaul, Papua New
Guinea, where Simpson Harbour is dominated by the
massive and active Mt Tavurvur.
10 nights Bay of Islands and Norfolk Island Discovery
departs Auckland 27FEB09. Fares begin from $7,070pp
for an ocean view Category B Stateroom through to
Owners’ Suites with French Balcony at $14,805pp.
9 nights Melanesian Island Discovery departs Port Vila
09MAR09. Fares begin from $6,365pp for an ocean
view Category B Stateroom through to Owners’ Suites
with French Balcony at $13,325pp.
An additional fuel charge of $50pp per night currently
applies.

IATA Blasts EU Council
Approval of Emissions Trading

IATA has climbed into the EU Council for
adopting without discussion the European
Commission directive to include aviation
in the EU emissions trading system. The
EU’s decision means all 27 member states
now are required to transpose the new
directive into national law within 12
months.
“Crisis is not the time for rubber stamps,”
said Giovanni Bisignani, IATA’s Director
General and CEO, on hearing the news.
“But that is exactly what the Council of
Justice and Home Affairs Ministers used
today - without a word of debate - to seal
into law the EUR 3.5 billion cost of
bringing airlines into the European ETS.
It’s Brussels acting in a bubble - even in
the middle of a global economic crisis.”
Bisignani pointed out that IATA does not
oppose emissions trading, but said that
along with economic measures there was
a need to improve efficiency with
technology, operations and infrastructure.
“While Brussels has been fast to introduce
its regional ETS scheme, it has been slow
to improve efficiency. We need the same
urgency to deliver an effective Single
European Sky that would save billions of
Euros in cost and 16 million tonnes of CO2
annually. That we have been waiting
decades for this is Europe’s biggest
environmental embarrassment,” he said.

Staying Connected on P&O Cruises

To stay
connected with
friends and
f a m i l y ,
p a s s e n g e r s
simply need to
ensure they
a c t i v a t e
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
roaming with
their mobile
phone provider before stepping onboard,
giving them the chance to make phone calls,
send text messages and access the internet
on capable devices including Blackberrys.
Sture Myrmell, Vice President of Hotel
Operations at P&O Cruises, said the launch
of the new wireless network would make it
easier for passengers to stay in touch with
family and friends while on holiday.
“This is the first time New Zealanders have
been able to use their mobile phones onboard
while on a cruising holiday,” Mr Myrmell
said.
“We are continuously looking for ways to
improve the cruising experience for our
passengers and the convenience of calling
home while at sea appeals to many people.”
Mobile phone access will be available
throughout staterooms and public areas on

Passengers will
still be able to
make use of the
local shore-based
r o a m i n g
networks when
the ship is in port.
M e a n w h i l e ,
holidaymakers
with a thirst for
surfing the net
will also be able

to access wireless internet 24 hours a day
from their own laptops, with P&O Cruises
making the service available in the atrium
onboard both ships. Charges for this
service are billed to the passenger’s
onboard account.
Charges for text messages, phone calls and
checking voicemail while at sea will depend
on passengers’ individual service providers
and will appear on their monthly phone bills.
Mr Myrmell said the mobile phone access
is the latest in a string of new onboard
initiatives across the fleet.
“We have revamped Pacific Sun, welcomed
superliner Pacific Dawn and redesigned the
food, wine and entertainment offering. We
are continually looking to the future to
develop an even more unique experience for
our passengers,” he said.

P&O Cruises’ passengers can now make and
receive calls on their personal mobile phones
and access wireless internet at sea with
introduction of an advance wireless network
across the fleet, in a first for the New Zealand
cruising industry.

both ships. The ships’ show lounges have
been made “quiet” zones with no mobile
signal and passengers will be asked to follow
phone etiquette in theatres, dining rooms and
spa areas.
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INDUSTRY

HoT Expo now HoT Travel Show
The name and format of the annual House of
Travel Expo has changed to the House of Travel
‘Travel Show’.
HoT Travel Show spokesman Peter Wallington
says the change is a result of having a hard look
at the value equation to both customers and
suppliers.
“Over the last few years Expo has grown to be
a huge event, says Wallington. “Whilst the
model is far from broken it was time to take a
fresh approach to provide as much value as
possible to our stakeholders and customers
alike. The new approach is a complete break
from the previous format and we are excited
about the feedback we have received so far,”
The Travel Show will be held at Ellerslie Events
Centre on Sunday 22FEB09 and invitations are
currently being sent to selected suppliers.

Win a South Australian
Christmas Hamper

The South Australian Tourism Commission has
updated its online training module as part of
the Aussie Specialist Programme and is offering
agents who complete the training before 12DEC
the chance to win a special SA hamper with a
retail value of over $50.
This is excellent timing for agents to complete
the training as 40,000 Kiwis travelled to South
Australia last year and they are spending longer
than ever before (NZ visitor nights are up 18%).
This means there is greater opportunity to earn
commission on land products then ever before.
Please contact info@satc.co.nz or call 09-368
5381 for further info.

Westpac Debitplus Visa Card
Westpac has launched its Debitplus Visa Card,
the first card of its type in New Zealand.
Debitplus operates exactly like an EFTPOS card
but can be used almost anywhere at anytime,
such as for phone and internet transactions.
Westpac says the Debitplus card can be used
anywhere in the world where Visa is accepted,
including overseas retail outlets and ATMs, and
for internet, telephone and mail order purchases.
If the ATM is part of the ATM Global Alliance
(Westpac, Bank of America, Scotia Bank,
Barclays, Deutsche Bank, BNP Paribas) users
can make cash withdrawals and avoid the usual
$8 international transaction fee* .
*Foreign currency fees and overseas ATM charges apply.

NZ Travel Brokers Birthday
One of the country’s newest operations
recently celebrated its first year’s trading after
a very low key entry to the market. Intent on
getting the necessary systems and processes
bedded down before making too much noise,
the directors of NZ Travel Brokers say they
are satisfied they are now ready to open their
doors to a wider market.
Over the past twelve months NZ Travel
Brokers has quietly built a large, highly

experienced team, including 17 travel brokers
based in Palmerston North and throughout
New Zealand. Directors Steve Lee and Guy
Flynn, between them, can boast 57 years in
the travel industry.  Together with Operations
Manager Kim Diamond (19 years in the
industry) and Senior Travel Consultant
Rachael Rowe (21 years), they say there are
few agencies that can lay claim to such an
experienced team.

LATE BREAK

Back Row (L to R) Guy Flynn, Lisa Jones, Julie Creelman, Iain Flyger, Tracey Dench,
Jordyn McCaskie, Kim Diamond, Gina Courtier, Steve Lee.   Front Row (L to R) Eunice
Brew, Lynda Greer, Sally Lochhead, Ann Young, Karlyn Sullivan-Jones, Justine Burgham.

CC Africa Goes Global, Changes Name
Luxury safari company CC Africa (Conservation
Corporation Africa) yesterday changed its name,
embarked on the second phase of its global
expansion programme and launched a new
global website.
The company’s new name is “&BEYOND”.
The decision to change the name of the company
was based on the fact that the previous name,
CC Africa, was far from ideal. “Africa” no
longer accurately reflected the company’s
operating regions; research indicated that while
“Conservation” was an important value it was
not a primary motivator for first time guests, and
the word “Corporation” was somewhat of a
dampener because no one wanted to go on
holiday with a corporation.
Visit www.andbeyond.com to find about more
about the big changes.
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