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ReVisitBritain Decision

London Olympics Tourism Strategy

Constantinople to Croatia

Explore Italy with Globus

Two Cabins on Escorted Antarctica

Air NZ Reveals Core 2009 Focus

Qantas Delays Frequent Flyer IPO

Alitalia For Sale in Europe’s Papers

Olympic Air Sell-off Approved
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RCI My Time Dining

Viking in Russia, China

Azamara Quest for Europe Sale

Azamara New Ports, Options

Quark North Pole Voyage Date Change

Carnival Lobbies for Sydney Terminal

Queenstown Park Improvements
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Travelmole Sees $$$ in Green Globe

Qantas A380 for ASPIRE Flight Test

New GM for HoT Land Product
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For further information contact Kirra Tours on 0508 3675 4772For further in

This 21 Day Ultimate New Zealand Tour goes off  
the beaten track to locations not generally visited 
as well as including all the “must see” places.
IT’S MORE THAN JUST A COACH TOUR!

21 Day All New Zealand Ultimate Tour
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Escorted Antarctica

Two cabins now available!
View brochure

Call (09) 360 7311
info@worldjourneys.co.nz
www.worldjourneys.co.nz

Departs 10 Jan 2009

Click Here
for an audio-visual
demonstration
on how to use our
Custom Itinerary Service

HELEN CAMBELL
Tel: 09 966 2549 DDI
staff@topdog.co.nz

www.topdog.co.nz

Roles to get you Barking!

Travel Recruitment Specialist

North Shore Manager/Corp Cons TD 1675

Eastern Suburbs Shorthaul Consultant TD 1656

South Auckland Senior Corporate Cons TD 1676

Wellington Senior Corporate Cons TD 1674

http://www.travelodge.com.au/about/Podcasts.aspx
http://www.kirratours.co.nz
http://www.tmsap.com/
http://www.tranzscenic.co.nz
http://www.tmsap.com/
http://www.worldjourneys.co.nz/downloads/Antarctic%20with%20Robyn%20Mulgrew.pdf
http://www.mediahub.co.nz/showcase.asp?x=imc98puz38ocfauntw8a4t18963h819wwjax0a
http://www.topdog.co.nz
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Ultra-competitively priced.  One Season - One Price.
0508 - 687 836                                   anzcro@anzcro.co.nz

Mini Getaways  &
Short Breaks for Kiwis

Cardrona Snow Park Being Sold
The resort potential of the snowboarding and
ski field Snow Park NZ, near Wanaka, is so
big that it is beyond the resources of its
developer, John Lee, who has now put it on
the market with a $30 million price tag.
Consent to erect the country’s first European-
style gondola over a 3.9km route servicing
Snow Park NZ, Waiorau Snow Farm and the
proposed Roaring Meg Resort, seems to have
triggered the decision. The $17 million project
is said by the 72-year-old Mr Lee to be “bigger
than us” and will require outside investors.

park - a freestyle mecca featuring Nordic skiing
and snowboarding facilities that include NZ’s
longest superpipe cut to World Cup standards,
NZ’s only permanent quarterpipe, a triple jump
line and a selection of over 40 rails, hits and
jumps.
It has a new restaurant and bar to complement
the Snow Park Village accommodation
complex of luxury apartments and a 50-bed
backpacker lodge.
Snow Park also operates summer activities,
including vehicle testing, mountain biking and
is used for high-altitude training for athletes.Snow Park NZ is New Zealand’s largest terrain

Destn Queenstown Boosts Marketing Team
Destination Queenstown’s General Manager
Marketing Graham Budd has created new roles
as a direct response to direction given to DQ
by its members, the town’s commercial
businesses, to increase marketing activities
within East Coast Australia and New Zealand.
The RTO’s Consumer Marketing Manager will
be primarily responsible for developing
seasonal campaigns to encourage visitors from
both side of the Tasman to visit Queenstown.
The role and responsibilities extend to wider
consumer promotion, including management
of the DQ website, its strongest consumer
marketing tool, and marketing collateral.
Mr Budd has appointed Lisa Nilsen as the
Consumer Marketing Manager, and she will
be supported by a newly appointed Consumer
Marketing Coordinator, Nick Stevenson.

Ms Nilsen, originally from the UK, moved here
four years ago.  Now a New Zealand resident,
she has 12 years experience in marketing and
public relations, and is a specialist in brand
development, business development and
relationship brokering. Her previous role at
Southern Public Relations means she has an
excellent knowledge of the Queenstown
tourism industry and the challenges and
opportunities for Queenstown and New
Zealand. Lisa has a Masters Degree in Public
Relations and a BA in Communication Studies.
Nick Stevenson, a New Zealander, has spent
the last two years working for Ngai Tahu
Tourism Southern Region, firstly in Shotover
Jet customer services and more recently with
the regional sales and marketing teams. He has
a BCom from Otago University.
Both start 13OCT.

WOWing Global Audiences
The 20th Montana World of Wearable™ Art
Awards Show opened in the capital last night
with a record number of international entries,
judges and media.
This year an unprecedented one-third of all
garments hail from international designers,
from countries as far afield as the UK, US,
India, Japan, Thailand, Germany, Israel and
Canada.
Sponsor Tourism New Zealand will host 11
international publications for WOW this year,
as well as the BBC and German television
network ZDF. These publications and
programmes will reach an audience of over 200
million, with ZDF alone likely to be watched
by over 100 million people in Europe.
Described as “Mardi Gras Meets Haute
Couture at a Peter Gabriel Concert Directed
by Salvador Dali”, the nine-show WOW 2008
season is completely sold out.

Boost for Hamilton 400
Next year’s Hamilton 400 V8 Supercars event
17-19APR will now be an endurance event
consisting of two 200km races, similar to
Adelaide’s Clipsal 500, instead of three short
sprint events. The new format will include two
compulsory pit stops - one for tyres and one
for fuel.
The Waikato Times quotes event director Steve
Vuleta as saying: “It means there is a major
focus on both weekend racing days while
Friday’s practice and qualifying will become
even more critical to teams’ chances.”
V8 Supercars Australia says the sweeping
changes will take the sport to the next level by
ensuring that there is plenty to offer for
everybody at the track and watching at home.
Tickets for the Hamilton 400, which will be
the second round of the championship, went
on sale this week.

Upgrade Proposed for Hump Ridge Track
A $300,000 upgrade is proposed for Southland’s Tuatapere Hump Ridge Track, which is
hopeful of attracting 3000 trampers this season.
The plan calls for an upgrade on 22km of the track where mud has been a problem and
tree roots need protection and the Southland Times reports that the Tuatapere Hump Track
Charitable Trust has applied to the Community Trust of Southland and, despite a previous
knockback, to the Lottery Board for funding.

http://www.travelodge.com.au/about/Podcasts.aspx
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$3.8m InterCity Group Investment
InterCity Group has invested more than $3.8
million in upgrading its Great Sights and
awesomeNZ sightseeing coach fleets, with
the introduction of eight new vehicles
replacing older vehicles. They are part of
InterCity’s commitment to using low
emission vehicles and ensuring that its
customers are able to travel in comfort.
Four new coaches are being introduced into
the Northland region, with three being
integrated into the Great Sights / Fullers Bay
of Islands fleet for tours to Cape Reinga and
the Hokianga, and one into the Great Sights
network on the Auckland-Bay of Islands
route.

Two new glass-roofed coaches are joining
the Great Sights fleet on the Milford Sound
Scenic tour route. They will be equipped
with GPS-controlled multilingual
commentary in Japanese, Mandarin, and
Spanish.
A new glass roof coach for the awesomeNZ
Milford Encounter tour will enable
passengers to fully appreciate the Fiordland
National Park scenery, and the Great Sights
fleet is getting a new luxury coach for use
on the Mount Cook sightseeing tours.
The new vehicles have, or will be,
introduced across InterCity’s network by the
end of this year.

Wellness Tourism Working Group
A national wellness tourism working group
is likely to be formed following last week’s
inaugural NZ Wellness Tourism Symposium
in Nelson.
However Paul Davis, who is Nelson Tasman
Tourism’s chief executive and RTONZ
chairman, says that any group formed should
look at the possibility of the wellness sector

combining with existing structures rather
than forming another sub group of tourism.
The group could advocate for further
research into the wellness tourism industry
in New Zealand and strategy development,
consider regional differentiation, and
examine wellness’ relationship with
sustainability, culture and heritage.

http://www.travelodge.com.au/about/Podcasts.aspx
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Win with The Spa
at

Hyatt Regency Coolum

Hyatt Regency Coolum

thanks everyone who

entered the competition

THE PRIZE:  A range

of CARITA products as

used at The Spa.

Valued at$425, they

include a 100ml Fluide

de beaute, plus age

prevention, anti-wrinkle

and aromatherapy

products

THE WINNER

Jan Duffy
Harvey World Travel

Tauranga

Te Unga Mai - the Arrival
Gisborne festival Te Unga Mai (12OCT) acknowledges the
nation’s voyaging traditions and commemorates the first
formal meeting between the Tangata Whenua of Turanganui
a Kiwa and Lieutenant James Cook and his Endeavour crew.
The festival begins with an inter-denominational church
service at Kaiti Beach followed by a complimentary cuppa at
the Tatapouri Fishing Club.
Two nostalgic excursions will  take place - one aboard New
Zealand’s only WA165 steam train to Young Nicks Head and
the other aboard the restored pilot boat MV Takitimu, leaving
from the Poverty Bay Club. Those aboard will be regaled
with tales from times gone by, narrated by  local historians.
The final festival event is a regatta taking place between the
city’s two bridges.
Steam Train WA165 will also be running to Young Nicks Head
on Labour Weekend.  www.gisbornenz.com

AUSTRALIA

High Stakes, High Fashion, High Demand
Accommodation is expected to be at a premium in
Christchurch during the busiest week on the Canterbury
hospitality and visitor industries’ calendar - Cup and Show
Week (07-16NOV).
The popular annual spring festival combines racing, fashion,
agriculture and music, and economic impact studies have
shown it brings more than $30 million into the Canterbury
region, with more than $21 million of that from out-of-town
visitors.
“It’s a huge week for the region,’’ says Christchurch &
Canterbury Tourism chief executive Christine Prince. “If
people haven’t already booked their flights and
accommodation they should do so soon because the city fills
up fast.’’
Tickets for most events during Cup and Show Week are
already on sale and CCT has put together several
accommodation deals from $113 per night, to book online at
www.christchurchnz.com.
www.nzcupandshow.co.nz.

Red Centre Module for Specialists
Australia’s Outback Northern
Territory has just launched an online
training module specifically designed
for Aussie Specialist agents to acquaint
themselves with the Red Centre.
Available through the Aussie
Specialist Program, the Red Centre
Training Module is the next stage in
agent training, providing the tools
Aussie Specialists need to familiarise
themselves with the experiences
available in the Red Centre. After
reading through the information and
participating in the training via online
footage, images and links to regional
micro-sites, agents are required to take
a 20-question quiz in order to qualify.

Modules cover the attractions,
accommodation and activities available
throughout the Red Centre, and provide
sample itineraries which demonstrate
how to sell the region to potential
visitors. Links are provided to operators’
websites for more detailed information,
and agents are directed to book through
their preferred travel partners.
Agents are informed of how to design
itineraries for clients looking to engage
in authentic Aboriginal culture, explore
captivating nature and discover
Australia’s genuine outback, while
contributing to responsible tourism.
The Red Centre Training Module are at
www.specialist.australia.com.

Guys and Dolls Rock Boat in Sydney
The Broadway musical classic Guys
and Dolls, famous for its show-stealing
“Sit Down, You’re Rockin’ the Boat”,
plays Sydney’s Capitol Theatre for a
strictly limited season and Keith
Prowse Entertainment Travel New
Zealand has ticket and accommodation
packages including two nights
accommodation at selected hotel and
reserved ticket to the show.
Packages staying at the three-star
Travelodge Sydney are available from
$370pp* twin-share.  Accommodation
at the four-star Vibe Sydney is also
available from $430pp* twin-share.

Packages staying at the
five-star Medina
Executive start at
$430pp* twin share.
Triple-share options

for two bedroom apartments start at
$454pp*.
Featuring Lisa McCune, Marina Prior
and Garry McDonald, Guys and Dolls
is bursting with all the classic tunes and
sexy style of 1940s New York.
Call 0800 94 94 90, email
auckland@keithprowse.com or visit
www.keithprowse.com.
* Keith Prowse special conditions apply. Prices
in New Zealand dollars.

http://www.travelodge.com.au/about/Podcasts.aspx
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Broome Rates as Cruise Destn

A Princess Cruises passenger survey
has shown that the Western
Australian town of Broome ranked
third most desirable destination
among the 32 ports in Australia and
New Zealand that the line’s ships
visit. It came in behind Milford Sound
and Fremantle.

Sydney’s Star City has unveiled a
plan to become a harbour-front
entertainment and gaming
complex worthy of global
attention by turning it around.
The complex, which was built
facing away from Darling Harbour,
will be opened up to face the
water, its dining options expanded
to 17 restaurants and 11 bars, and a
five star hotel built at the rear of
the site. It will incorporate an
outdoor gaming area for smokers,
and the existing Star Theatre will
become a venue that can be used
as a cinema as well as for concerts,
fashion parades and live
broadcasts.

Tourism Western Australia has
confirmed the appointment of Lisa
Blackburn as its New Zealand Trade
Marketing Representative.  Lisa has
already been working closely with
travel trade stakeholders
throughout New Zealand since
August, but formal confirmation
was held up by the recent WA
elections.
“Western Australia is experiencing
strong growth and I’m keen to
capitalise on this with our trade
partners,” says Lisa.  “Expenditure
by New Zealand visitors has
increased by 26.2% for the year
ending June 2008 and visitors are up
by 27%.”

Airtrain’s Profit Soars
Airtrain finished the financial year
having carried a record 1.64 million
passengers on the airport rail link
between Brisbane Airport, the CBD
and the Gold Coast.
Patronage grew 17% during the year
and a remarkable 27% during JUN08,
and Airtrain now carries one in ten
passengers to and from Brisbane
Airport, up two percentage points
market share on the previous year.
Operating profit grew during the same
period from A$1.8m to A$4.8m in 07/
08, largely due to Airtrain’s reliability,
peak frequency and attractiveness in
the face of chronic traffic congestion
on all roads to the airport and
spiralling fuel prices.

It’s now summer on the Mighty
Murray and to celebrate Captain
Cook Cruises is letting the second
person cruise for half price on any
of its 3, 4 or 7 night Murray River
Cruises.
The sale starts 20Sep08 and ends
15Jan09 and passengers can cruise
between 01Nov08 and 28Feb09.

Sydney Harbour Cruise Famil
Anne Radonich, who represents Captain Cook
Cruises here, has just escorted a two-night Sydney
harbour cruise as an agents’ famil.
“It was a fabulous cruise,” says Anne. “Our first night
on Sydney Harbour had us moored just off the Opera
House ... what a view!
“Saturday morning we had an early morning walk
along the foreshore and botanical gardens before we
cruised the inner reaches of the Parramatta Harbour.
Saturday afternoon was free time ... yay! … for
shopping, and on Saturday night we enjoyed the
Captain’s Dinner with dining and dancing.
“Sunday’s early morning walk was at historic
Bradley’s Head before reboarding and cruising down
to Watson’s Bay and a walk to The Gap and South Head.
“It was a really relaxing way to see Sydney. The few
hours on Saturday afternoon took care of all the
shopaholics, the food, service and crew were fantastic
and last but not least, it’s an exceptional value for
money way to see Sydney.
“We were also extremely lucky. We saw fireworks
on the harbour on Friday night, the new Qantas A380

flew directly over the ship on Sunday and we saw
dolphins off Bradley’s Head.”
CCC’s regular two-night Sydney cruises can be
bought through wholesalers and prices start from
A$212pp per night, including shipboard
accommodation, all meals, canapés pre dinner, and
sightseeing shore excursions.  The ship departs Friday
evenings at 6pm and returns Sundays at 3pm.

Left to right:  Amy Harmse (Flight Centre), Stacey
Russell (Go Holidays), Andrew Connor (Flight

Centre) and Michael Eddlington (Infinity Holidays)

SOUTH PACIFIC

Final Day for Half Price Holiday Sales
Today 26SEP is the final day of sales of Half Price
Holidays to New Caledonia.
It is therefore also the final day for agents to enter
the draw to be in to win an LG 42in LCD television.
Entry is based on having made four Half Price
Holidays bookings with Aircalin.
Agents just need to go to www.newcaledonia.co.nz
and then select the Specialist Agent Login.  The prize
is being drawn on Monday 06OCT.

Norfolk Island’s SCRABBLE® Fest
Do your clients worship at the throne of their OSPD
(Official Scrabble Players Dictionary) and relentlessly
search for the ‘triple triple’ holy grail?
Then the 20th Norfolk Island SCRABBLE™ Festival
12-19OCT is a must. There’s a week of half-day game
sessions with internationally renowned adjudicators
and Wordsmith Warriors can fill their days with tiles
and tribulations while still finding plenty of time to
take in the island’s offerings.
Call Norfolk Island Tourism on 0800 359 437.

http://www.travelodge.com.au/about/Podcasts.aspx
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Ph: (09) 522 5964
discover@adventureworld.co.nz

www.adventureworld.co.nz

Tours Include:

View Adventure World’s  

Escorted Tours e’Brochure online

<click here>

All group tipping
Airfares & airline taxes

Superior hotels
Sightseeing & most meals

Early Book Discount
SAVE $300pp per tour
(deposit by 31 Dec, 2008)

Four Stars for
Tanoa Waterfront Hotel

The Tanoa Waterfront Hotel in Lautoka
has been awarded four stars by
Australia’s AAA STAR Ratings system
which officially assesses Fiji’s
accommodation. It is the only four-star
Hotel in Lautoka, Fiji’s second largest
commercial city and sea port and only
25 minutes from Nadi International
Airport.
Mr YP Reddy, Chairman of the Reddy
Group of companies which owns the
Tanoa Waterfront Hotel, congratulated
the management team on this
achievement, which he said justified the
continual reinvestment in its hotel
product to meet and exceed the ever-
increasing expectations of the market.
“This reinvestment complements the
work done, and (still) in progress, at both
the Tanoa International Hotel in Nadi,
also a four star rated hotel, and at the
Tanoa Plaza Hotel in Suva,” he added.
“The group remains committed to
developing both its local and
international corporate and conference
markets and potential clients can take a
great deal of confidence from this
achievement.”
The Tanoa Hotel Group owns and
manages hotels in Fiji, New Zealand and
Vanuatu and is intending to expand
further in the Pacific Rim region and has
earmarked development sites in Tonga,
Samoa and Australia and additional sites
in New Zealand, Fiji and Vanuatu.

WRD Signs with Matangi Private Island Resort, Fiji

ASIA

World Resorts of Distinction has been
appointed to represent Fiji boutique
property Matangi Private Island Resort
in the NZ market.
Matangi Private Island Resort is
described as an intimate hideaway on a
privately owned 240-acre horseshoe-
shaped Fiji island with virgin tropical
rainforest, white sand beaches, volcanic
rock and fringing coral reefs.

The owners have recently upgraded all
of the resort’s facilities which include a
complete refurbishing of all the
accommodation Bures, including Island,
Beachfront and the three unique Tree
Houses.
In addition to the refurbishment they have
added a brand new swimming pool,
Restaurant and Bar to enhance the already
exceptional facilities on offer.

Push for Return of Garuda
The Little Bali Hotel & Resort Company,
which gained fame with its cheeky
“Where the BALI Hell Are You?”
YouTube rip-off of the controversial
Tourism Australia ad campaign, is
hopeful that Garuda Indonesia will soon
return to Auckland.
It sees the GA reinstatement of Brisbane
flights from 14DEC as a catalyst for
reinstatement of AKL-BNE-DPS services
and is calling on the airline to strongly
consider rethinking a case for the
resumption of an AKL service.
“Bali continues to strengthen in
popularity with New Zealanders,” says
LBHRC sales & marketing manager, Paul
Cutler.
“We have already seen a 17% plus
increase in business from January to July
of this year compared to the same period
2007* with many Kiwis travelling the

Lumpur to reach the destination.
“The reinstatement of the GA services,
no doubt prompted by Pacific Blue’s
announcement last week to commence
thrice weekly BNE-DPS direct services
from 01 December, means Kiwis now
have even greater choice irrespective of
how they get to Brisbane.
“But I am confident GA would stand to
benefit greatly in this marketplace if it
were to reinstate an AKL-BNE-DPS
service – better still a direct AKL-DPS
service.
“It’s all good news for the Kiwi market
and a real leg-up for Bali’s hoteliers and
Bali’s long suffering tourism industry in
general.”
www.thelittlebalihotelresortcompany.com.
*Figures released by the Indonesian government
indicate New Zealand visitor arrivals to Bali for
the period JAN-JUL08 totalled 9099 compared
to the 7715 total recorded for the same period in
2007, an increase of 17.9%.long way around via Singapore and Kuala

It seems Malaysia isn’t the only Asian city with taxi
problems (TM 23SEP). The Bangkok Post reports that
Thailand’s Transport Minister is cracking down on
unregistered taxis luring arriving passengers aboard
and charging them grossly inflated fares.

Enormous Museum for Guangzhou
This weekend Guangzhou is opening the world’s largest science
and technology museum, the Guangdong Science Centre.
China Daily reports that the museum has a floor area larger
than the vast Tiananmen Square in Beijing and will house eight
exhibition areas, four science cinemas, two open laboratories
and a digital “family experience” hall.
Outside the main building, there is an 80,000sq m manmade
lake for water-theme exhibitions and an outdoor science square.

Visitor arrivals to Singapore in AUG08 totalled 842,000,
a decline of 7.7% on AUG07. Visitor days were estimated
to reach 3.7 million days, up 3.8% on AUG07.

http://www.travelodge.com.au/about/Podcasts.aspx
http://adventureworld.co.nz/e-brochure/Escorted-Tours.asp
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EXECUTIVE GENERAL MANAGER COMMERCIAL
Air Pacific invites applications from experienced aviation and travel industry executives for its most senior commercial role.

The Role
The Executive General Manager Commercial is a key member of the senior
executive team of Air Pacific responsible for all marketing, commercial
and revenue generation activities for the airline.

Management of pricing and yield, marketing and branding, advertising
and promotions, revenue forecasting and budgeting and all forms of
distribution including eCommerce are the key responsibilities of the role.
The division defines product, sets service standards, manages corporate
identity and monitors service delivery.  The successful applicant must
demonstrate relevant experience in these disciplines.

The role directs the achievement of passenger and cargo revenue budgets
via the retail and wholesale travel trade through the General Manager
Sales & Marketing and Air Pacific’s Regional General Managers.

The position reports to the Managing Director & CEO and incorporates
the establishment, monitoring and achievement of budgets for a current
turnover of F$550 million and expenditure of F$100 million.  The position
contributes to overall corporate strategy, network development and long
term planning.

The Company
Air Pacific is Fiji’s International Airline, operating a fleet of Boeing 747-
400, B767-300ER and B737-NG aircraft to eighteen cities in twelve
countries.  The airline has been consistently profitable and operates to
the highest safety and customer service standards.

Applications should be submitted to :

by 03 October, 2008 setting out your background, experience and
qualifications with supporting copies of qualifications, references and
any relevant documentation of past success.

John Campbell
Managing Director & CEO
Air Pacific Limited
Private Mail Bag
Nadi Airport
Fiji Islands

Fax: [679] 6720512
Email: fjceo@airpacific.com.fj

You can find more about Air Pacific on our website www.airpacific.com.

The role is hands on and the successful applicant will be a team player
able to lead and manage a diverse team of 100 people in eleven countries.

Outstanding communication skills, both written and verbal, as well as
exposure in an international environment will be essential.

The Person
Will be an experienced aviation or travel industry professional with
appropriate graduate qualifications and a background of field and
corporate roles reflecting successful outcomes at a senior level within the
travel industry. The position is Nadi, Fiji based with an initial contract for three years.  A

competitive salary package, housing, vehicle and children’s schooling
will be provided for the successful applicant.

http://www.travelodge.com.au/about/Podcasts.aspx
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China has said it will relax visa regulations for
Hong Kong-based foreign visitors. The South

China Morning Post reports that China will
resume ‘144-hour’ visas for groups, along with
other types of visas, on 16OCT.

Adopt a Sarawak Turtle
Malaysia has introduced a new program to its wildlife
conservation portfolio – turtle adoption.
The program, run by a local travel agent in
conjunction with the Sarawak Tourism Board, is
aimed at increasing the public’s awareness of the
country’s unique wildlife, while encouraging the
growth of ecotourism in the region.
The turtle adoption program not only allows
volunteers to get “up close and personal” to watch
turtles lay their hundreds of eggs, but also allows
them to get involved with the process of collecting
eggs and measuring them, as well as tagging and
releasing baby turtles into the ocean. The less
glamorous duties of beach cleaning and patrolling
are also part of the program.

Cruise Japan & Save
Adventure World reminds agents they can earn an
extra US$500 bonus commission when booking
Cruise West’s 12-day Hidden Treasures of Japan trip.

Simply book this small ship
cruise by 10OCT08 for
cruise departures 17MAR,
27MAR or 06APR09.
Applies to new bookings
only. Conditions apply.
Adventure World offer the
complete range of Cruise
West product worldwide,
phone 09-524 5118.

THE AMERICAS

NZITT/TAANZ Border Control USA Seminars - AKL

In a Cusco Bar. Left (front to back): Ashley Lovatt
(Travel Managers); Robin Grundy (United Travel
Remuera); Trina Smith (Atlas Travel); Amy (Peruvian
operator); Noeline Walsh (Skytrain Travel); Tasi
Afitu (American Express Platinum Travel). 
Right (front to back): Sue Barnaby ( World
Journeys); Kath Mason (LAN Airlines); Michelle
Malcolm (Quay Travel); Ainsley Kelly (Williment

Business Travel); Blair Bauer (Stars Travel).

World Journeys’ Sue Barnaby has just returned
from escorting an educational trip with LAN
Airlines to Peru & Bolivia and says it was
amazing.
“It was a real five-star experience, including
the luxury Hiram Bingham train to Aguas
Caliente for Machu Picchu, a stay in the
tranquil and atmospheric Monasterio Hotel in
Cusco, and a stay at the amazing Explora
property in the Atacama desert – just magical,
so remote and other worldly.
“We also enjoyed the Lake Titicaca crossing
(so vast and brilliant blue!) and a taste of
Bolivia in La Paz.  I love the colonial feel of
these South American cities, especially Cusco,
how its Spanish architecture sits side-by-side
with ancient Incan stone walls.
“I’d highly recommend an absolute minimum
of two nights in Cusco to acclimatise to the
altitude.  Either that or head straight to the
Sacred Valley, then come up to Cusco for a
more gradual introduction.
“Loved the LAN flights, all went to schedule,
excellent service and good legroom.  Having

previously specialised in Canada & Alaska, this
was my first time in South America, and I can
honestly say I’m hooked!”
Contact World Journeys.

AFRICA/MID-EAST

South American Sojourn

More than 200 agency staff in Christchurch,
Wellington and Queenstown have so far
attended the Seminars organised by the
Institute of Travel & Tourism in conjunction
with TAANZ.
Presented by Emily King, Consular Officer
from the US Consulate General in Auckland
the 90-minute seminar covers updates on entry

issues and questions raised by those attending.
Auckland presentations will be on Tuesday
07OCT, 1730 at the Rendezvous Hotel, and on
Tuesday 14OCT, 1730 at the Bruce Mason
Centre, Takapuna, are free and open to all travel
industry staff.  Light refreshments are served
prior to the seminar.
Booking is essential to eo@nzitt.org.nz by
Friday 03OCT.documentation to the USA, and discusses

The US$1.5 billion Atlantis the Palm

resort on Dubai’s Palm Jumeirah

opened its doors this week and

already Kerzner, its developer, is

planning a billion-dollar expansion

of the property.

To be known as Cove Atlantis, it will

be a mixed use development with a

hotel and condos on the other half

of the land Kerzner owns on the

outer ring of The Palm Jumeirah.

Footnote: Emirates is currently

offering free nights at Atlantis to its

First and Business Class pax flying

to Dubai or beyond from NZ.

Freddie Mercury’s Zanzibar
World Journeys recommends walking
tours of Zanzibar’s old Stone Town, to
explore its history and eclectic past.
One tour follows in the footsteps of
Zanzibar’s most famous son, Freddie
Mercury – lead singer of Queen. Born
Farouk Bulsara, he spent his formative
years living and playing in Stone Town’s
winding alleyways. Wander through
Shangani where he was raised, visit a
shop which used to be the family home,
and go to the mystical Zoroastrian
temple, where he worshipped with his
family. The tour ends with lunch at
Mercury’s seafront restaurant.
Priced from NZ$137pp including
transfers, guide, entrance fees and lunch.
Contact World Journeys.

http://www.travelodge.com.au/about/Podcasts.aspx


20080926                              www.travelmemo.co.nzPage 9

EUROPE

ReVisitBritain Decision
VisitBritain has had a rethink on its decision 4½ years
ago to close its New Zealand office, having steadily
reduced staffing from five to one before closing up
shop.  It has now decided to re-open.
VisitBritain Chief Executive, Tom Wright, in
Auckland to brief media on London Olympics plans,
said he was delighted to announce the decision to
appoint a country representative to specifically serve
the needs of the New Zealand market.
“With around 233,000 visitors annually from this
country travelling to Britain, spending
GBP191million (in excess of NZ$500 million), we
have recognised the increased importance of New
Zealand and identified there is a definite need for
on-the-ground representation here.
“This is a significant point in time for VisitBritain,
as we head towards the 2012 Olympic Games. By
strengthening our presence in this market, we hope
to build the tourism momentum and capitalise on the
wealth of opportunities that New Zealand can offer
us.”
He says the Marketing Executive role and will be
pivotal in the delivery of VisitBritain’s consumer
marketing activity here. Based in Auckland, the
appointee will work to capitalise on the burgeoning
baby-boomer market, forecast at 12% growth in the
next few years, and will also seek to leverage the
emerging multi-cultural youth segment.
Key responsibilities are likely to include the
management of strategic partner marketing activities,
with the implementation of successful marketing
campaigns in the country being critical.
Recruitment commences next month for a January
start.

London Olympics Tourism Strategy
VisitBritain and Visit London, the capital’s tourist board, were in Auckland
this week to talk to airlines and to reveal their plans for raising the profile

and awareness of Britain
and London ahead of the
London 2012 Olympic
and Paralympic Games.
VisitBritain chief
executive, Tom Wright
says that according to
recent VB research, 22%
of potential visitors
strongly agree that they
are more likely to want to
visit Britain in the next
few years because
London will host the
2012 Olympics.
 “One in ten visits from
overseas – 4.7 million
and 14% of the total –
involve watching a
sporting event or taking
part in sporting
activities,” he adds.
“New Zealand plays an
extremely significant
part in this, with 28% of

the 233,000 annual visitors to the UK from New Zealand watching or
participating in sport during their stay.”
VisitBritain has launched a new film that promotes Britain’s sporting
heritage, and it will be shown online on its newly-created consumer website
www.visitbritain.com/london2012, which has an area specifically detailing
sport and the Games. This and other initiatives and partnerships aim to
reflect the unique breadth and depth of the nation’s culture – from cutting
edge art installations to historic royal palaces – and appeal to tomorrow’s
travellers, younger and newer visitors, through its strong educational links
and its arts, fashion, music, film and sport that are followed globally.

VisitBritain chief executive, Tom Wright, with
New ZealandOlympic Committee Secretary
General, Barry Maister, and the British High
Commissioner, George Fergusson, at the

London Olympics briefing.

Constantinople to Croatia
World Journeys has a 26-day escorted journey to Turkey and
Croatia departing NZ 13JUN09.  Turkish highlights include
Istanbul, the incredible landscapes and cave cities of
Cappadocia, ancient sites including Hierapolis, Ephesus and
Troy, the battlefields of Gallipoli.  The Croatia experience starts
in the walled city of Dubrovnik, and continues with a cruise
along the coast to the islands of Korcula, Hvar, Mljet and Elafiti,
returning to Dubrovnik.
Priced from NZ$11,895pp share twin, this includes flights ex
AKL/WLG/CHC; transfers and transportation; 4-star
accommodation; many meals; and entrance fees.  Taxes of
(currently) $497pp, port taxes of EUR16, National Park fees of
EUR15, tipping and travel insurance are additional.  Contact
World Journeys.

TOURS

Explore Italy with Globus
European tour operator Globus has launched a new tour
exploring northern Italy - from the medieval coastal villages of
Cinque Terre to Maranello, home to the Ferrari.
Priced from NZ$2579pp, the nine-day tour also meanders
through Parma, before taking travellers to the marble quarries
of Carrara and to relax by the seaside at Santa Margherita Ligure.
A boatride to the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Cinque Terre
and guided sightseeing in Turin are also features of the Northern
Italy’s Highlights holiday.
Also new in the latest Globus Italy 2009 tour brochure is the 8-
day Umbria Treasures tour from Rome, including five nights
in Assisi, giving travellers ample opportunity to explore its
famous churches and monasteries. Priced from $2029pp, it also
includes day trips to surrounding areas enabling travellers to
take in Perugia’s piazza and the hilltop town of Todi, with its
three sets of walls.
Globus has also launched a new seven-day Italian Splendour
tour, priced from $2449pp, which includes visits to Rome,
Venice, Verona and Florence.
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AVIATION

Two Cabins: Escorted Antarctica 2009
World Journeys says two cabins have just become available on
their otherwise sold-out Antarctic Cruise Journey escorted by
Robyn Mulgrew, departing NZ 10JAN09. Priced from
NZ$17,995pp share twin, plus airline and cruise fuel surcharges
of $783pp, this is a luxury small-ship cruise aboard the all-
suite 114-guest Corinthian II, including flights to Buenos Aires
and Ushuaia, a 10-night cruise and two nights in Buenos Aires
before returning home.  Contact World Journeys.

Air NZ Core Reveals Focus for 2009
Air New Zealand CEO Rob Fyfe has told shareholders the
airline has been monitoring demand across all markets, and
closely matching capacity to demand will be a core focus for
2009.
The airline plans to strengthen its market position on routes it
regards are core and profitable.
Says Fyfe: “But also to move quickly to reduce capacity or exit
routes that are under-performing and offer little prospect of
improvement in the foreseeable future.”

Qantas says it will delay the spin-off of its Frequent

Flyer program until next year, blaming the current

“heightened market volatility.”

Olympic Sell-off Approved
Hundreds of Olympic Airlines staff, having presumably ignored
the warning signs all around them, protested on the main runway
of Athens International Airport this week over plans to privatise
the loss-making state-owned airline.
Olympic has accumulated total losses of around 2.7 billion euros
and the European Union last week approved a government plan
to privatise the Greek carrier next year. ATW Online reports
that OA’s 8,100 staff are not guaranteed jobs when the airline
is sold, but about 4,600 salaried employees will be offered public
sector jobs as part of a compensation package.

Alitalia’s receiver has placed ads in London’s Financial

Times and three Italian newspapers offering all or parts

of the carrier for sale. If no buyer appears, Alitalia will

be shut down next Tuesday, having continued to rack

up losses of 2 million euros a day. Italian PM Berlusconi

is reported to have canned his trip to the UN to continue

talks with potential buyers.

Jetstar has received approval to expand its code share

arrangement with Japan Airlines and will launch an

Osaka-Gold Coast-Sydney service, as well Tokyo-Cairns

on the Australia Japan route.

Jetstar’s new Osaka-Gold Coast service will operate

daily, with a tag service to Sydney five times a week. It

will similarly offer a daily two-class A330 service on

the Tokyo Narita-Cairns route, replacing Qantas, from

18DEC.

Robert Sinclair, formerly Chief Financial Officer of

Auckland International Airport has been appointed as

CEO of Bristol International Airport in the UK.

Sri Lankan Offers Online Check-In
Sri Lankan Airlines is expanding its On-Line Check-In system
throughout its route network, enabling pax to check themselves
in via the internet.
Already offered on flights ex Colombo, it has since launched
the facility in a growing number of destinations including New
Delhi, Dubai, Madras, Singapore, Hyderabad, Hong Kong,
Bangalore and Beijing.

The US Federal Aviation Administration has approved

the merger transition plan submitted by Delta Air

Lines and Northwest Airlines that envisions the

carriers moving to a single operating certificate within

15-18 months.
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CRUISE

Celebrity Drops 2009-10 NZ Cruises
Celebrity Cruises has announced the
cancellation of its Australia and New Zealand
cruises previously scheduled for late-2009 and
2010 on Celebrity Millennium.
Instead, the line is citing agent and guest
demand for more options to sail with Celebrity
from the US Eastern seaboard, prompting it to
announce new Caribbean itineraries for
Celebrity Millennium and Celebrity Mercury
from Baltimore, Maryland, and Charleston,
South Carolina, along with the brand’s popular
cruises from San Juan, Puerto Rico.
Guests holding either individual or group
reservations on Celebrity Millennium’s
previously scheduled Australia and New
Zealand cruises between 09OCT09 and
22MAR10, will be offered the option to either
re-book on Celebrity Millennium’s Australia
and New Zealand cruises between 17OCT08
and 12APR09, subject to availability, at the
prevailing rate, and will receive a $600 per-
stateroom or $800 per-suite onboard credit.
Alternatively, these guests may re-book
Celebrity Millennium’s new Panama Canal or
Southern Caribbean sailings between
10OCT09 and 16APR10, and receive a $200
per stateroom and $400 per suite onboard
credit.
All guests and travel agent partners with
affected bookings will be contacted by Cruise
Holidays Ltd. Any reservations on the late-
2009 and early-2010 Celebrity Millennium
sailings in Australia and New Zealand that have
not been moved or cancelled by Friday,
03OCT08, will be cancelled automatically.

Quebec on Carnival Triumph
with Carnival in 2009

For clients seeking a unique cruise alternative
with opportunities to view magnificent scenery
and wildlife and visit three cities along
Canada’s St. Lawrence River, Carnival Cruise
Lines will operate a series of nine-day voyages
to Quebec aboard the 102,000-ton Carnival
Triumph in summer 2009.
The cruises – Carnival’s first of its kind in the
region - will operate round-trip from New York
on 25JUN, 23JUL and 20AUG09.
In addition to a 16-hour port call to Quebec
City, and 8-hour calls at Baie-Comeau and
Havre St. Pierre, the new nine-day “Quebec -
After the Glaciers” voyages include a daylong
cruise along the scenic St. Lawrence, home to
numerous whales and other marine life, along
with awe-inspiring landscapes carved out of
glaciers.
Guests can also visit Quebec’s breathtaking
nature and wildlife preserves where they can
get an “up close and personal look” at the
Canadian wilderness and view unique rock
formations and native plant, sea and animal life.
Any questions please contact NZ GSA Francis
Travel Marketing.

 My Time Dining on RCI Ships
My Time Dining is a new dining option available
onboard select Royal Caribbean International
ships and sailings, for a limited time. The new
option is designed to give passengers the freedom
to choose at what time they dine and with whom
they dine, any day of their cruise.
They can choose to dine in the Main Dining room
between 6pm and 9:30pm each evening. They can
decide on a daily basis what works for them. For
convenience, RCI will accept reservations from
passengers once onboard the ship.
Dinner is served in the Main Dining Room; it is
the same menu as traditional seating, with the same
service as traditional seating.
Guests must pre-pay gratuities to participate - this
includes tips for the waiter, assistant waiter, head
waiter and stateroom attendant, and guests will
not receive a table assignment or permanent table
mates. They will, however, have the ability to
request a certain waiter (subject to availability).
My Time Dining waiters share their gratuities
amongst the other My Time Dining waiters
although diners are free to reward their waiter with
an extra tip for providing excellent service.
Guests will be seated with the party they arrive
with; they can request to be seated with other
guests or alone, and once dinner service begins
for the table, no additional guests will be seated.
Offer is subject to availability.

My Time Dining on Oasis of the Seas
My Time Dining is being offered on Oasis of
the Seas 12DEC09-27NOV10. Reserve space
at www.royalcaribbean.com/mytimedining.
My Time DiningSM is also available on
Brilliance of the Seas, Freedom of the Seas,
Independence of the Seas, Jewel of the Seas,

Radiance of the Seas, and Serenade of the Seas.
Note: My Time Dining is subject to availability,
gratuities must be prepaid to participate, and for
group reservations My Time Dining is only
available for groups of 20 or less.

Viking in Russia and China
Viking River Cruises® launched its fully
renovated Viking Surkov on Russia’s
waterways in May of this year. For the 2009
season, Viking Kirov will also be fully
renovated, making these ships the very best
river cruise ships in Russia. The ships’ main
restaurant is expanded, allowing for all
guests to dine together. Refurbished
staterooms are all deluxe, with hotel-style
beds, expanded washroom facilities, a Sony
26in flat-panel TV, refrigerator and in-room
safe. These ships also offer a library,
souvenir shop, internet café and laundry
service, among other amenities.
And in China, Viking Century Sun, which
accommodates more than 300 guests on five
decks, is pitched as the best ship on the
Yangtze River.

Azamara
Quest for Europe Sale

Next month, Azamara Quest will mark
one year of operation and Azamara
Cruises is offering your clients the
opportunity to celebrate by taking
advantage of special booking incentives.
The booking promotion is called the
“Quest for Europe” sale.
Guests who book the 2009 Europe
cruises between 22SEP and 17OCT08
will enjoy onboard credit: US$600 per
suite, US$400 per veranda, and US$200
per oceanview stateroom. Guests also
can enjoy the freedom of 50% reduced
deposits when booking Azamara’s 2009
Europe sailings between those dates.
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Azamara New Ports, Options
Azamara Cruises’ 2009 Europe season will
include 20 new ports and overnight stays. The
line’s series of seven- to 15-night itineraries
will visit 91 ports in 36 countries, and depart
from five different homeports: Athens,
Barcelona, Copenhagen, Rome and Venice.
Overnight stays will be offered in Barcelona,
Edinburgh, Florence and Ravenna, Istanbul,
St. Petersburg and Stockholm. Late-night
(10pm or after) departures will be offered in
10 ports of call, allowing guests to capture
more of the flavor of each locale’s nightlife.
New, harder-to-access port calls, including
docking in Zadar, Croatia (where larger ships
have to anchor); Rouen, France, just one hour
from Paris (as opposed to Le Havre, where
larger ships dock, which is 2½ hours from the
city); Volos, Greece, where Azamara will offer
excursions to the rock-perched Meteora
Monasteries; Amalfi, Italy, near Sorrento,

Positano and Isle of Capri; a docking in La
Spezia, Italy, where larger ships have to anchor;
and Dartmouth, England, inaccessible to larger
ships.
There are a series of consecutive 7-night
Mediterranean cruises allow back-to-back
itineraries with no repeat ports of call.
A new “Iceland and Norwegian Fjords” voyage
roundtrip from Copenhagen features three
Icelandic ports and calls at the Shetlands and
Denmark’s Faroes.
There’s an enhanced “Best of Italy” itinerary
with overnight stays in Venice and Sorrento,
as well as in Ravenna, giving guests the
opportunity to travel to Florence and visit the
independent state of San Marino; or the Ferrari
and Lamborghini factories, among other
options.
Azamara’s “Quest for Europe” booking promotion is not
combinable with any other offer, and the onboard credit
in this offer is per stateroom.

Voyage to the North Pole
Adventure World has been advised by Quark
Expeditions that the 2009 North Pole sailing
dates have changed. New dates are: 14-29JUN;
27JUN-11JUL and 09-23JUL09.
The date change was prompted by the success
of 50 Years of Victory’s maiden North Pole
season this year. She completed all three 2008
crossings from Murmansk to the North Pole
in record time. The ship’s spoon-shaped bow
proved to be outstanding at crushing through
the thick sea ice.  As a result, it is now possible
to travel during the early part of the Arctic
summer. The benefits to guests are better
weather and a greater variety of wildlife.

The Quark Expeditions Arctic 2009 and
Antarctica 2009/10 brochures will be available
in November.  In the meantime, contact
Adventure World on 09-524 5118 for prices.

Fred. Olsen Smoke Free
Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines is to introduce
a totally smoke free indoors
environment on all five vessels in the
fleet beginning early in 2009.
Smoking will be permitted only on
cabin balconies, and on specially
designated areas of deck space.
This new ruling will come into effect
initially on three vessels:  Boudicca,
Black Prince, and Braemar will become
smoke free from their first sailings in
2009. Black Watch and Balmoral will
follow suit after completion of their
2009 world cruises.

ACCOMMODATION

Carnival Lobbies Sydney
over Cruise Terminal

Carnival Australia has warned the NSW
Government that the Port of Sydney is
fast approaching capacity and this
summer will be the first time a major
cruise ship is forced to unload
passengers in the middle of Sydney
Harbour because there are not enough
berths available.
Carnival Australia CEO Ann Sherry is
pressuring the state government to
decide on the construction of a
dedicated, world-class cruise terminal
as part of the city’s East Darling
Harbour / Barrangaroo redevelopment.
The current cruise terminal at East
Darling Harbour is expected to be
demolished as part of the project, but
no decision on its replacement has been
made.

Queenstown Park Boutique Hotel
Improvements

The Qualmark 5-star Guest & Hosted property
Queenstown Park Boutique Hotel, has carried out a
number of improvements as a result of feedback from
guests, agents and tourism operators. They include
• Non-transparent curtain on the glass wall between
bathroom and bedroom in twin-share rooms, resulting
in total privacy. The curtain can still be drawn to reveal
glass.
• Custom-made clothing drawers built into existing
wardrobe or cabinetry in all rooms, resulting in a
doubling of drawer space.
• An extra rubbish bin placed under the writing desk
in every room. Now two bins per room.
• Bathrobe hooks placed on the wall in all bathrooms.
• An additional make-up mirror placed in bathrooms
where required.
• A total refurbishment of the breakfast lounge with a
larger selection of high-end NZ art work on display
and available for purchase.
www.queenstownparkhotel.co.nz
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Qantas A380 for
ASPIRE Test Flight

A Qantas Airbus A380 will perform a
test flight in the next six months as part
of the ASPIRE programme, designed
to measure the impact of optimum
flight conduct on reducing carbon
emissions.
The first of three ASPIRE test flights
was performed on 12SEP by Air NZ,
a B777 flight to SFO which used 4542
litres less than normal and produced
11 tonnes less CO2.
United Airlines is also involved in the
ASPIRE tests, and will fly a B747-400
between the US West Coast and
Sydney.

New Appointment at The Rees

GREEN MATTERS

TravelMole Owners See $$$
in Green Globe

OmniTourism, owner of the TravelMole global
brand, has taken a shareholding in Green Globe
International, Inc. owner of the Green Globe brand,
on which the Group Chairman and Publisher of
TravelMole, Charles Kao, serves as a board
member.
“Since being introduced to Green Globe
International and its plans for the global expansion
of the Green Globe brand, beyond its benchmarking
and certification beginnings, towards the broader
issues and opportunities related to sustainability and
carbon neutrality, our group recognized the
tremendous potential of this company and has taken
this significant stock position as a result,” he said
in a statement.

INDUSTRY

The Rees, Queenstown’s new luxury apartment
hotel, has appointed Mark Rose as its first
Chief Executive, effective 01OCT.
Mr Rose most recently managed one of
Scotland’s finest hotels, Cameron House on
Loch Lomond, with a team of 450 staff,
including 79 chefs for its five restaurants.

Prior to this, he spent more than three years
managing Northland’s Carrington Resort and
its Karikari Estate Vineyard & Winery.
Mr Rose joins The Rees as its second block of
apartments and rooms opens at the end of this
month. The Rees aims to have all 89 apartments
and 60 guestrooms ready before Christmas.

On 04NOV, California voters will decide whether to authorise the sale of US$9.9 billion in

state bonds to help pay for a high-speed rail line linking Anaheim, Los Angeles, Fresno

and San Francisco. Planners say it would be the first leg of a system that would

complement air travel and eventually include stations in Sacramento, San Diego and

Oakland.

Supporters, citing use of high-speed rail in Europe and Asia, tout it as a proven way to

supplement highways and air travel, ease oil use and air pollution and fight global

warming as California’s population climbs toward 60 million by the middle of this century.

New GM Land Product for HoT
Lindsay Barron will rekindle his longstanding
association with House of Travel when he joins
the HoT team as GM Land Product.

In 1979 Lindsay and
Chris Paulsen
established a tour
operating company,
Scholes Oakley
Holidays in
Christchurch. They
eventually sold this
nine years later and
created House of
Travel.

Lindsay has over 40 years travel industry
experience with a vast amount of wholesale
experience in New Zealand and internationally
where he has been based for the past 20 years.
As of late Lindsay has been living in the US
developing an online holiday planning/booking
website which promotes New Zealand and
Australia.
Lindsay’s new role covers the implementation
and management of House of Travel’s new
product strategy.

OAG Chinese, Japanese-language Sites
OAG (Official Airline Guide), the global flight
information and data solutions company, has
launched two brand new web sites for the
Chinese and Japanese travel industries,
www.oag.com.cn and www.oag-jp.com.  These
have been developed in response to customer
demand for sites in Chinese and Japanese
languages which cover the full range of OAG
products and services and to help OAG to better
meet the needs of its Chinese and Japanese-
speaking aviation, air cargo logistics and
business travel customers around the world.

Classified  Advertising
TravelMemo’s Classified Ad service
offers placement of a 75-word ad in two

consecutive issues, for just $50+GST.

Email classifieds@travelmemo.co.nz

TMS Looks to Pacific Islands
Having successfully decentralised its Auckland
operation to cater to mounting demands for its
specialist services in Rotorua and Wellington
and further south to Christchurch and
Queenstown, industry recruiter TMS Asia-
Pacific says it has now begun turning its
attention to several Pacific island destinations.
TMS GM Aust/NZ, Ainslie Hunt said the
company saw the region’s burgeoning tourism
business as representing a huge opportunity for
the company.
“Experienced expatriates, and especially New
Zealanders, have always been in big demand
in the Pacific hotel industry with roles ranging
from senior NTO positions and GMs to F&B
managers, sales and marketing directors and
head chefs to name but a few,” she said.
The company’s Pacific island activity will be
driven from the company’s Auckland offices
by TMS Manager – New Zealand, Adele
Holmes.
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PEARL’S  PEARLER

...in Stocklink’s TravelBag Envelope for Retailers
877126 Milford Sound Encounter Nature Cruise 2008/09
961409 Peregrine Latin America 2009/10
104562 Innovative Travel Oberammergau 2010 Flyer
104406 Explore the Northern Territory by 4WD 2008
852764 Waitomo Ruakuri Cave 2008/09
945550 Waitomo Glowworm Caves 2008/09
968792 Waitomo Black Water Rafting 2008/09

LATE BREAKStella Restructure - New Boss Moves Quickly
It has taken just one week for Stella Travel’s
new chief executive Peter Lacaze to restructure
the organisation.
According to details in yesterday’s Australian
trade press, a number of senior managers in
Australia are out the door today and a new
structure has been implemented, with
immediate effect.
The global leadership team roles are done away
with and each country will operate separately.
Peter Lacaze is heading up Australia, while
Stephen Humphrey continues as New Zealand
managing director. The UK/Europe comes
under Shane Flynn, the US under Michael

Nigel King.
Each country will be divided into business
units built around brand or specific activities
and will be responsible for its profits,
operational performance and growth.
Coordination between each country will be
limited to finance along with some
technology and purchasing.
According to the reports, Glenn Cusack
continues as general manager of Harvey
World Travel and Col Hughes heads up
Airline Representation for the group.
TravelMemo was unable to get more detail from
Stephen Humphreys on how the restructure
would affect New Zealand operations.Londregan and South Africa will answer to

Qantas Update
on NZ-USA/C Business Fares

Due to ongoing fleet constraints, Qantas will
continue to operate a B747-300 aircraft
between AKL and LAX until 26NOV08.
Currently this aircraft is operating daily on
the route, but for the period 06-26NOV08,
it will reduce its operations to Mon, Wed
and Fri only.
A new generation Airbus A330 with Skybeds
in the Business cabin will operate the
balance of the week - Tue, Thu, Sat and Sun.
As Business Class Skybed seating will not
be available on the Boeing 747-300 services,
the current special 743 Business Class fares
to USA (I743 / D743) and Canada (D743C)
have been extended for sale and travel until
26NOV08.

Singapore Airlines will commence a

4pw B777 operation from Singapore

to the Saudi capital, Riyadh, on

14Dec08.
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The icon attractions of Christchurch city - The
Christchurch Tram, Gondola and Punting – are
getting a new brand.
The owners, the Wood Scenic Line Ltd, will
launch the new brand - Welcome Aboard
Christchurch - on 01OCT, and the welcome
aboard branding, along with new logos, new
colours and new-look brochures will soon be
covering the city.
The move coincides with the introduction of a
Triple Pass, two Gondola walking products and
a brand new sightseeing day tour of Christchurch
– The Grand Tour. The variety of the product
offered will suit independent, group and the
business traveller.

Philippine Airlines is to increase its

A330 flights to Australia in time for

the peak Christmas holiday season.

The airline’s Australia service, a

triangular routing between Manila

and Sydney and Melbourne, gets two

extra frequencies on 30NOV taking it

to a daily service.
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Pilots, cabin crew, baggage handlers

and air traffic controllers will, by

year’s end, be subject to random

drug and alcohol testing under new

laws designed to eliminate unsafe

practices from the Australian

aviation industry which came into

force yesterday.

http://www.travelodge.com.au/about/Podcasts.aspx

