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Fly to South East Asia’s

top destinations

from just

CLICK

HERE

FOR

FLYER

US$55

Discovery Airpass

Click Here
for an audio-visual
demonstration
on how to use our
Custom Itinerary Service

Click here for details:
www.trainingmodules.travel

TWO HOLIDAYS

IN FIJI

TO BE WON
Start

increasing
your

product
knowledge

today

Click here for details:
www.trainingmodules.travel

French Travel Workshop
Feature   pages 8 - 9

Agents and their key clients
are invited* to

inspect and lunch aboard

ms Volendam

*some conditions apply

Auckland  24OCT
Tauranga  26OCT
Napier  27OCT
Wellington  28OCT

Picton  29OCT
Christchurch 30OCT
Dunedin  31OCT

Limited Availability!

CLICK HERE TO

DOWNLOAD
REGISTRATION FORM
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Includes 2 or 3 nights Accom, Car Rental + one attraction
0508 - 687 836                                   anzcro@anzcro.co.nz

Mini Getaways  &
Short Breaks for Kiwis

NEW ZEALAND

International Guest Nights Slide 8%
Total guest nights in short-term commercial
accommodation decreased 2% in JUL08
compared with JUL07, according to the latest
Statistics New Zealand figures. This decrease
was largely due to an 8% fall in international
guest nights, which was partly offset by a 2%
increase in domestic guest nights.
Among the regions, Auckland and Otago
recorded both the largest decreases in
international guest nights and the largest
increases in domestic guest nights.

Total guest nights in the North Island fell 4%
compared with JUL07, while South Island
guest nights remained steady. Eight of the
twelve regions had fewer guest nights with
Waikato and Auckland showing the largest
decreases. Canterbury and Wellington showed
the largest increases.
Guest nights decreased in four of the five
accommodation types with motels recording
the largest decrease followed by caravan parks/
camping grounds.

Waitomo Underpins Waikato’s Performance
Waitomo’s tourist operators have told the
Waikato Times that bad weather, lack of an
RTO, the state of the Kiwi dollar and flooding
of the Waitomo Caves were factors behind a
10.8% fall in accommodation nights in the
Waikato during July. The area got hit badly by
weather and many operators were unable to
operate because of high water levels in the
caves.
The operators were responding to a claim by
Tourism Auckland chief executive Graham
Osbourne that the regional slump was due to
earthquakes and the Olympics keeping the vital
Chinese market away from the tourist triangle
Auckland, Rotorua and Waitomo.

nights in JUL08 compared with the year earlier.
Woodlyn Park owner Barry Wood told the
Waikato Times that a lull in visitors to Waitomo
would hurt the rest of the Waikato. “It would
be because the whole thing revolves around
Waitomo Caves, because that’s what the market
is about. Hamilton doesn’t even register. If
Waitomo is down, Waikato is down.”
Destination Waitomo chair Bruce Maunsell,
who also owns Huhu Cafe in Waitomo, told
the Waikato Times that he believed Waikato had
probably seen the biggest dive in
accommodation nights nationally because it
lacked a regional tourism organisation.
“We definitely need one. Destination
Waitomo’s objective is within 12 months to
make that happen.”

The latest Statistics New Zealand figures show
that Waikato had the largest drop of paid guest

Statistics New Zealand figures show that Canterbury bucked the national trend and
recorded a 4% increase in paid guest nights in JUL08 despite the pressures placed on
the tourism industry by the global recession.   Christchurch & Canterbury Tourism
chief executive Christine Prince believes the region’s strong performance is due to
its winter marketing drive and strong focus on luring domestic travellers.

Hamiltron Street Race Improvements
Tickets for the Hamilton 400 V8 street car race
17-19APR09 go on sale nationwide 22SEP
with a 3-day general admission ticket selling
for $110, and there will be a daily cap on
admissions of 50,000 even though approval has
been given for 80,000. Last year 60,000 patrons
made for unsatisfactory viewing for some and
the organisers are intent on delivering a
superior experience. Grandstand numbers
increase from 8 to 11, and the one that caused
many complaints is being reduced in size.
The Waikato Times reports that recommendations
coming out of an official review include
working with the accommodation sector to
discuss the dangers of price gouging and poor
quality.

R.Tucker Thompson back with Fullers
Fullers Bay of Islands and Northland based tall
ship R. Tucker Thompson are forming a new
partnership, which will see R. Tucker
Thompson cruises return to the Fullers
maritime stable.
The agreement will see the R. Tucker
Thompson retain its own identity and branding,
but its tourism products will be sold through
the Fullers Bay of Islands Maritime Centre and
InterCity Group distribution networks,
ensuring that the ship will once again have
wider exposure to the national and international
tourist markets.

Ruapehu Alpine Lifts, operator of Mt
Ruapehu ski area, has announced it will
extend the 2008 ski season by three
weeks. Turoa will now stay open until
16NOV.  Mt Ruapehu marketing manager,
Mike Smith, says the extension is due to
fantastic snow falls and weather
conditions. He says Whakapapa will close
as scheduled on Labour Weekend
(Monday 27OCT) but, provided the snow
holds, it is very likely it will re-open
Whakapapa for Christmas skiing from
Boxing Day until early January 2009.

New Conservation Park for Otago
Conservation Minister Steve Chadwick has
announced the creation of Hawea Conservation
Park. At 105,000 hectares, it is the largest
conservation park in the network so far. It is
located between Mount Aspiring National Park
and Ahuriri Conservation Park, and covers the
big catchments feeding into Lake Hawea.
Hawea is the ninth high country park created
since 2000. The parks offer a wider range of
activities than national parks, including
hunting, fishing, skiing, climbing and mountain
biking, while protecting their special natural
and historic heritage.
“Land that was mostly occupied by pastoral
leaseholders is now public conservation land
open for all to enjoy,” the Minister said. The
park opens next month.
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South Australia’s SeaLink Travel Group,
which operates ferries to Waiheke Island
and Great Barrier Island, has acquired a
majority shareholding in a freight and
trucking company, allowing it to offer a
door-to-door freight solution for the Gulf
islands.

AUSTRALIA

CINZ $½b International Target
“Conventions and incentives currently contribute
$1 billion a year to the New Zealand economy,”
says Alan Trotter, the CEO of Conventions and
Incentives New Zealand (CINZ).
He points out that the international market
accounts for about a quarter of that and CINZ
wants to double that figure to $500 million by
2015.
The new conventions and incentives industry
strategy, which was announced at the recent
MEETINGS 2008 trade show, is underway and
CINZ has appointed a new business development
manager, Heidi Heming, in its Australian office
to work alongside Sharon Auld. She will be
responsible for working the corporate meeting
market and bringing in some short lead time
business.
CINZ will also target the North American and
Asian incentive market and is looking into
establishing two marketing roles in these
countries to achieve it. An exploratory trip to the
USA will take place in November and a trip to
India will follow early next year.
Another component of the strategy is conducting
industry research that is credible and of use to
the industry.
CINZ also intends to strengthen its strategic
working relationship with Air New Zealand and
Tourism New Zealand, and continue lobbying for
improved infrastructure. This includes pushing
for a new national convention centre in Auckland.
Footnote: Government funding of the CAP
scheme – a fund to help Associations
professionally bid for international Association
conferences to come to New Zealand – has been
increased. There is now $1.53 million available
through to 30JUN11.

Companion Offer for The Ghan
Rail Plus is promoting a Companion Offer for
The Ghan. Purchase one Gold Service ticket
on the legendary train and receive another at
half-price. The deal is valid for new Gold
Service bookings made direct with Rail Plus
between 15SEP and 30NOV08 for travel on
The Ghan between 01NOV08-31MAR09
Adelaide-Darwin or vv or Alice Springs to
Darwin or vv. The deal applies to adult and
child fares. Conditions apply.
Click Here to download the flyer, then call
0800 801 060 or email info@ozrail.co.nz.

Western Australia Roadshow
Tourism Western Australia and five WA
Regional Tourism Organisations are taking
their show on the road 06-09OCT, visiting
CHC, WLG, NPE, TRG and AKL. There’s a
chance to win a spot prize or even a holiday
in Western Australia.
Check out the details at right and email
lisa.blackburn@westernaustralia.com by
02OCT to register your attendance.

HD Chauffeur Ride, operators of the Harley
Davidson rides in Melbourne, has produced
an online book that shows off their
operation to advantage. Click Here to view.

http://www.mediahub.co.nz/showcase.asp?x=imc98puz38ocfauntw8a4t18963h819wwjax0a
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The Spa at Hyatt

Australia’s Leading Golf Resort
World Travel Awards 2008

Best Australian Golf Resort
Luxury Travel Magazine Gold List 2008

www.coolum.regency.hyatt.com

Call your wholesaler for rates

Regency Coolum
Hyatt Regency Coolum is proud to

announce the re-opening of The Spa,

following a four-month, A$4.2 million

refurbishment.

18 treatment rooms, most with outdoor

courtyards, are complemented by

dedicated indoor and outdoor relaxation

areas, an outdoor unisex spa, manicure,

pedicure and hair stations, and lavish

men’s and ladies’ lounges with a steam

room, sauna, relaxation lounge and

outside access to the pools.

A new mezzanine-level gym features the

latest fitness equipment, plasma TVs and

weight stations, plus a combined 25m lap

pool and separate aquacise pool provide a

complete health and fitness component

at The Spa.

Queensland Tourism Regions Redefined
Queensland’s Tourism Minister last week
announced a streamlining of the state’s tourism
network with the aim of attracting more
international visitors.
The state is being split into seven tourism
zones - The Outback; The Tropics; the
Whitsundays and Islands of the Great Barrier
Reef; the Coral Coast; the Sunshine and Fraser
Coasts; Brisbane and South-East Queensland
Country and the Gold Coast and Hinterland.
The changes are to encourage individual
regions to better market themselves to visitors.
The Minister says each tourism zone will now
be able run its own agenda. A move to
amalgamate and cut funding to Queensland’s
14 existing Regional Tourism Organisations
was rejected.

The change is being accompanied by an extra
A$3 million in funding over three years for
innovative projects. The new funding will be
available on a contestable basis to encourage
regional tourism organisations to come up with
new projects and fresh ideas.
Meanwhile, the roles of Tourism Queensland
and the Department of Tourism, Regional
Development and Industry will change.
TQ will focus on national and international
marketing, with a regional director appointed
in each zone.
DTRDI will take responsibility for policy,
infrastructure and advocacy, with a high-level
Department of Tourism officer appointed in
each zone to work with the private sector on
infrastructure and new development.

Kangaroo Island, Southern Ocean Lodge Winners
Kangaroo Island has won two
more international tourism
accolades.
Southern Ocean Lodge, which
opened in March, won Australia’s
Best Accommodation at OZTalk
USA – the largest wholesale

trading event in North America.
It was a first-time entry for the A$15 million
lodge, which has been featured along with
Kangaroo Island in glowing media articles
around the world ever since it opened.
Kangaroo Island also won Australia’s Best
Experience at Corroboree, North America’s
largest Aussie Specialist Retail event. This
makes it a back-to-back win for the Island,

same award in 2007.
The accolades come hot on the heels of
Kangaroo Island’s recent recognition as the
nation’s Best Eco Experience in a survey
conducted by travel magazine, Travelling in
Australia.  Voters included Aussie Specialist
travel agents from around the world, naming
Kangaroo Island as the ideal destination for a
‘green’ vacation.with Tourism Kangaroo Island taking out the

http://www.mediahub.co.nz/showcase.asp?x=imc98puz38ocfauntw8a4t18963h819wwjax0a
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Win with The Spa at
Hyatt Regency Coolum

QUIZ #3 ON PAGE 10

SOUTH PACIFIC

Four Seasons Opens in Bora Bora

Yasawa Extends Special
Yasawa Island Resort & Spa’s current Stay 3 / Pay 2 deal has
been extended to allow sales and travel to 31MAR09. Closeouts
apply 15DEC – 15JAN.  As advised earlier, this deal is able to
be used in multiples ie. 3/2 6/4 etc but cannot be combined with
any other specials and applies to new bookings only.

Hogan & Associates advises that Musket

Cove has released four new “very well

priced” packages for couples and families,

valid to 31MAR09.

Your Fiji wholesaler has the details.

ASIA

Tahiti’s Four Seasons Resort Bora Bora, located on the island’s
surrounding coral atoll, has opened.
Accommodation includes 100 overwater bungalows and seven
beachfront villas, and the resort also has four restaurants offering a
selection of cuisines, a pool and lagoon, a luxury spa, and water
sports.
Four Seasons Bora Bora’s facilities for families include a Kids for
All Seasons clubhouse with a private pool for younger children, and
Chill Island, a private beach and coral lagoon area with a clubhouse
for older kids.
Tahiti Tourisme NZ Director Robert Thompson says the resort
provides the perfect luxury holiday for the whole family.
“Four Seasons Bora Bora will shed new light on Bora Bora with its
focus on high-end family travel and facilities catering to younger
children as well as teens.”

Thai Crisis Defused
The state of emergency in Thailand,
declared almost a fortnight ago, has
been lifted and civil law and order
is back in the hands of the police.
Meanwhile, key figures in the ruling
People Power Party have reportedly
agreed to support deputy leader

for prime minister.
He is considered the “best bet” for
acceptance by the People’s Alliance
for Democracy, which had been
demonstrating against the now-
disqualified Prime Minister Samak.
The new PM will be voted on
tomorrow.Somchai Wongsawat as candidate

Fully Inclusive Japan Coach Tours
Travel Japan by H.I.S. has expanded
its range of fully inclusive coach
tours for 2008-09.
Choices now range from a two-day
‘Mount Fuji-Hakone and Onsen’
program to a 13-day ‘History and
Nature’ program combining both
traditional and modern Tokyo with
Kyoto, Hiroshima and Nikko.
A comprehensive 14-day ‘Grand
Tour’ itinerary links Tokyo with
Kyoto via Nagoya, Toba, Nara,
Takayama and Kanazawa.

Highlights include a visit to Mount
Fuji and Hakone, a bullet train ride
to Nagoya, Mikimoto Pearl Island,
famed for its women divers and
World Heritage-listed Shirakawago.
The ‘Grand Tour’ is priced from
NZ$5144*pp twin share, inclusive of
all accommodation, meals as per
itinerary, sightseeing and
transportation.
*Conditions apply. Please note
prices do not include international
airfares.   Call 09-336-1336.

Flash New Hotel for Sihanoukville
The Phnom Penh Post reports that
Sihanoukville’s Ochheuteal beach
is to get a 500-room luxury hotel.
Sokha Hotel Co began work on the
site last week and the US$50
million hotel is due to open in 2010,
providing work for 1200 locals.
Sihanoukville is the anchor of a
coastal development plan that is
hoped to make the seaside a key

tourist destination. Tourism
ministry officials say that while the
city has enough accommodation for
budget travellers, it is facing a
shortage of about 1,500 high-end
hotel rooms.
The move is set to forever change
the image of the Cambodian port
city on the Gulf of Thailand as a
quiet favourite with backpackers.

The Platypus
The Sunshine Coast has
an amphibious bus that
sets out from Noosa and
crosses the river taking its
passengers to the tranquil
North Shore for lunch.
The unique Platypus
Tours vehicle seats up to
30 people and takes
tourists through some of
Noosa’s most spectacular natural wonders.

http://www.mediahub.co.nz/showcase.asp?x=imc98puz38ocfauntw8a4t18963h819wwjax0a
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Pandaw Cruises to Operate in Borneo THE AMERICAS

Pandaw Cruises has
announced that it
will inaugurate a new
expedition cruise on
the Rajang River in
Sarawak from
JUL09.
The brand new
vessel Orient
Pandaw will operate
an 8-night cruise
three times a month
from Sibu to the
Pelagus Rapids and
beyond up the Baleh
River.
The Rajang is
navigable on a ship

Sibu with its old shop houses, markets and
friendly inhabitants, is a calm reflection of an
old China that probably no longer exists in
mainland China. Sibu, with its rich surrounding
farmlands and tropical climate is an important
agricultural area.
This is the world’s biggest producer of pepper
and at Sareiki guests will visit pepper farms,
fruit plantations that boast seven kilogram
pineapples and a host of other exotic fruits. The
sea port of Thanjung Manis is a centre of
traditional songkat textile production and a visit
to weaving workshops is included.
Sibu is well served with several daily flights
from Kuala Lumpur, Kota Kinabalu, Brunei and
Kuching (Air Asia and MAS)
New Zealand representatives, Francis Travel
Marketing, have details. Call 09-444 2298.

of Pandaw’s size for at least 250km until the
Pelagus Rapids, and further on its main
tributary the Baleh River. The river is peopled
with the Iban, headhunters till the 1950s,
whose unique long house culture survives to
this day, blending animist tradition with
modernity.
There is much to do and see upriver, whether
just gazing at the amazing scenery or visiting
long houses traditional and modern. In these
river towns travellers can explore the
architectural vestiges of the Brooke Raj.
Jungle treks, for all fitness levels, are a must
as are long boat trips to the Pelagus rapids.
Wildlife is in abundance and crocodiles,
monitor lizards and the hornbill (national bird
of Sarawak) common sights.
Downriver, the prosperous Chinese city of

New Keith Prowse Incentive
Travel agents have an extra incentive to
prebook tickets for events in the United
States, with Keith Prowse Entertainment
Travel New Zealand now offering a 10%
commission.
KP has tickets and accommodation
packages to the biggest stage productions
in Las Vegas and New York. Pre book
tickets with them and ensure your clients
avoid the disappointment of missing out
on seeing the USA’s most popular
entertainment shows.
Packages for Las Vegas shows including
Bette Midler: The Showgirl Must Go On
from $261*, Elton John: The Red Piano
from $253* and The Phantom of the Opera
from $235.50*.
Book ahead for the best of Broadway with
tickets to Chicago from $167*, Disney’s
The Lion King from $166* and Wicked
from $171*.
Call 0800 94 94 90 or visit
www.keithprowse.com.
* Keith Prowse special conditions apply. Prices in
New Zealand dollars.

Brewster’s Canada 2009
Adventure World says the new 2009 Brewster’s
Canada brochure is in stock, hot off the press. It
offers motor-coach, train and self-drive holidays
for the independent traveller, and to celebrate
Adventure World has an Early Booking Saving of
$175pp, applying to all new 2009 Brewster
bookings, with a duration of 5 nights or longer, for
sale until 31OCT08. Conditions apply.
Call 09-522 5944.

Win $50 MTA Petrol Vouchers
In an exclusive Adventure World Brewster’s deal,
travel agents who book and deposit their clients’

B.B. King Museum
The B.B. King Museum & Delta Interpretive Center opened in Indianola, Mississippi
on the weekend with King in attendance.  The US$15 million museum, located on
Blues Highway 61, honours the popular blues musician and tells the story of his
growing up in nearby Delta cotton fields, becoming a sharecropper and tractor driver
on the plantation before achieving fame and fortune through his music, including
winning 14 Grammys.
The project features the historic brick cotton gin building in which King once worked,
and a new education outreach wing. www.bbkingmuseum.org.

2009 Brewster travel
arrangements with
Adventure World
between 01 and
30SEP08 will receive
a NZ$50 MTA Petrol
voucher per booking.
New bookings only,
and applies to any
Brewster 2009
product. Min booking
value is NZ$2000.

http://www.mediahub.co.nz/showcase.asp?x=imc98puz38ocfauntw8a4t18963h819wwjax0a
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AFRICA / MID EAST

Kenya Needs Big Spend
Kenya’s Tourism Minister is seeking 6.5 billion
shillings (US$92 million) for international
marketing to revive the sector. Tourism revenue
slumped by 32% in the first half of 2008 in the
wake of post-election violence.
Najib Balala is quoted as saying Kenya’s
tourism industry needs 10% of what it had been
generating to use as a marketing fund.
“Unfortunately we are given 400 million
shillings which is a joke. If you want to
compete with the world, you should invest
more in marketing,” he told local media.

Fly Free Botswana
CC Africa is offering free return flights from
Maun to your clients’ lodge/camp when they
stay for six nights at any combination of
Xaranna, Xudum, Sandibe, Nxabega and
Savute Under Canvas.
World Journeys says these are a fantastic
selection of camps, especially the two new ones
– Xaranna and Xudum.

EUROPE

Offer valid for
travel in NOV/
DEC08 subject
to availability.
A 50% non-
r e f u n d a b l e
deposit is due
within 14 days
of booking.
Contact World
Journeys.

French Travel Workshop Success
More than 400 agents turned up for last week’s
first-ever French Travel Workshop in
Auckland, surpassing the numbers attending
the Melbourne event earlier in the week.
(Sydney’s lavish nighttime show pulled 600).
Reactions from the big team from France
included “absolutely amazing”, “incredible”,
and from more than one seller: “I ran out of
material and calling cards.”
Maison de la France Australia boss Patrick
Benhamou says the response here has

Zealand to the biennial promotional circuit.
Most agents were waiting for the doors to the
Hyatt Regency ballroom to open at 10am and
2½ hours later crowded into another ballroom
for a standing-room-only presentation from
Paris Ile-de-France. The lucky prize draw – QF/
AF tickets for two to Paris, 21 days Renault
Eurodrive car hire and a $200 Printemps
shopping voucher – was won by Elodie Hazera
from Airline Marketing.
See Pages 8-9 of this TravelMemo for a French
Travel Workshop product feature.convinced everyone of the value of adding New

Channel Tunnel Update
The Channel Tunnel has now reopened to
passenger trains and passengers arriving at St
Pancras from the Continent said their journeys
on Eurostar were slightly slower than normal
and some described being able to smell smoke
from last Thursday’s fire as the train went
through the tunnel.
Channel Tunnel traffic was running at just over
a third of its usual volume yesterday although
schedules for freight and Eurostar train lines,
which would be given priority according to the
operator, looked to be less disrupted.
An information board at the Eurostar
departures terminal warned that journey times
would be longer than usual and there could be
longer waiting times.
The statement said: “Eurostar is operating a
temporary timetable and expects to run 12
trains each way between London and Paris, six
trains each way between London and Brussels
and the daily service each way between London
and Disneyland Resort Paris. Customers should

turn up at the normal time for their scheduled
service and they will be accommodated on the
first available train.”
Passengers hoping to take their cars through
the tunnel will still have to wait. Eurotunnel
said: “We are giving priority to the truck
shuttles and Eurostar passengers. At the
moment we don’t know when the car shuttles
will start again.”
Eurostar said all rail services through the tunnel
would likely be disrupted for weeks to come,
urging people to travel only if their journey
was essential.
The tunnel where the fire took place will
remain closed while French authorities
investigate the cause of the blaze, which started
on a Folkestone to Calais train about seven
miles from the French end. Safety inspectors
were also examining the tunnel to establish the
extent of the damage.
Ferry companies have reported a surge in
passengers.

Viking Adds More Sailings
Due to increasing demand Viking River Cruises
has decided to add more sailings to its popular
cruise itineraries Romantic Danube (8 days,
Nuremberg to Budapest or reverse) and Grand
European Tour (16 days, Amsterdam to
Budapest or reverse).
2009 Romantic Danube, two additional sailings
with Viking Sky:
14JUN: (Nuremberg to Budapest)
21JUN: (Budapest to Nuremberg)
The following dates have been added to the
2009 deployment of Viking Pride:
03MAY:  AMS – BUD Grand European Tour
17MAY:  BUD – NUE Romantic Danube
24MAY:  NUE – BUD Romantic Danube
31MAY:  BUD – AMS Grand European Tour
06SEP:  AMS – BUD Grand European Tour
20SEP:  BUD – NUE Romantic Danube
27SEP:  NUE – BUD Romantic Danube
04OCT:  BUD – AMS Grand European Tour
The Viking Europe 02AUG Budapest to
Nuremberg sailing on Romantic Danube
itinerary has also been re-opened for sale.

Scotland’s The Gathering 2009
Taking place 25-26JUL09, The Gathering 2009
is one of the key events of next year’s
Homecoming Scotland programme and is
expected to be the largest international clan
gathering and Highland Games ever held in
Scotland.
Around 40,000 visitors will attend the
Highland Games where contestants will Toss
the Caber, Put the Stone and Throw the Weights
and the Hammer in the Heavy Events
Championship.
www.thegathering2009.com

http://www.mediahub.co.nz/showcase.asp?x=imc98puz38ocfauntw8a4t18963h819wwjax0a
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FRENCH TRAVEL WORKSHOP

Paris has long been famous as a city of culture, romance, fashion, food and wine. But these days it is also a city of surprises - cutting

edge architecture, trend setting design, eco-conscious transport options, new museums , urban happenings and innovative attractions.

A breath of fresh air
Paris has taken big steps to ensure
locals and visitors alike breathe easy.
New light rail services, Batobus shuttle
services along the Seine, a hybrid-car
taxi fleet, more parks and gardens, and
a smoke-free rule for its restaurants,
bars, cafes and clubs.
There are also more than 20,000 Vélib
bicycles for rent at ultra-low rates from
1450 locations around the city, and car-
free routes for riding them.

Touring Paris
Cityrama is Gray Line in Paris.
It offers sightseeing by double-decker coach,
minibus, hop-on, hop-off Paris L’Open Tour
open-top bus and Batobus river boat, plus
shuttle services.
Whether it is around the key Paris landmarks or
out to Versailles or Fontainebleau, Monet’s
Giverny, Reims, the Normandy beaches,
chateaux country or Paris Disneyland,
Cityrama can deliver.
Cityrama also offers hop-on, hop-off
sightseeing passes in Nice, Marseille and Lyon.www.pariscityrama.com

Everything you need to know about Paris
is at http://en.parisinfo.com

Recent additions
Paris and Ile-de-France boast, at last count, around
70 major museums and monuments open to
visitors. Among the newest are:
Cité de l’architecture et du patrimonie. Located
in the one of the wings of the Chaillot Palace and
displays the history of French architecture from the
12th century onwards. www.citechaillot.fr

Cité de la Mode, du Design, de la Création
(above) is the new fashion and design centre at
Seine Docks on the Quai d’Austerlitz.
Musée du quai Branly is interactive and multimedia
and is devoted to displaying the art and civilisation
of Africa, Asia, Oceania and the Americas.
Grand Palais, originally built for the Universal
Exhibition of 1900 and fully restored as one of the
city’s foremost cultural sites, it hosts an endless
stream of events and displays.
Le Centquatre - 104, which opens next month, is
housed in the massive former City of Paris funeral
parlour. It will be a centre for international art of all
disciplines.

Paris at Your Fingertips
New Zealand-based, this service is affiliated with
wholesaler Paris Provence and can help agents with
luxury apartment and value hotels in Paris, Somme
battlefields tours, cooking classes, canal cruise
holidays, garden tours of Provence, walking and
cycling tours.
P: 07-865 9842 or E:sales@parisatyourfingertips.com

Versailles
Home of the Sun King, the
chateau’s spectacular Mirror
Gallery has been fully
restored and the fountains in
its magnificent gardens play
to Water Music on
weekends, APR-SEP, with
nighttime shows on certain Saturdays in JUL/AUG.

For Christmas 2008, the facade of the vast
Printemps department store on the boulevard
Haussmann will be draped with giant twinkling
shooting star fireworks and a web of LED lights,
while below the store’s awnings, black, silver,
yellow, facetted and glittering balls will pulse with
light. Meanwhile, the Printemps windows will be
alive with animated fantasy displays created by
Karl Lagerfeld for Chanel.    Click Here.

http://www.mediahub.co.nz/showcase.asp?x=imc98puz38ocfauntw8a4t18963h819wwjax0a
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FRENCH TRAVEL WORKSHOP

France is the world’s most visited country. And no wonder. Coffee and croissants, quiet villages, fields of lavender or sunflowers, crisp Alpine

snowfields, a game of boules in the shade of plane trees, ballooning over the Bordeaux vines or gliding along the Canal du Midi. Irresistible.

Carcassonne
Carcassonne is strategically located
near the Pyrenees and dates back to
the 6th century BC. Its first walls were
built by the Roman and it has been
taken, through the ages, by invading
Visigoths, Saracens and Crusaders.
The double-walled city today contains
a castle, basilica, shops and two hotels - an Orient-Express and a Best Western.
Carcassonne attracts 4m visitors a year, is rugby-mad and is located on the Canal du Midi.

www.carcassonne-tourisme.com

Everything you need to know about France is at
http://au.franceguide.com

The New Bordeaux
Bordeaux, the world capital of
wine, is famous for its excellent
lifestyle and for its architectural
heritage.
A UNESCO World Heritage site,
the city is now portraying itself as
a city transformed: a redeveloped
waterfront, a new tram network,
great shopping, festivals, cultural
and sporting events.
And all around, its 113,000
hectares of vineyards produce
800 million bottle of wines.
www.bordeaux-tourisme.com

Eurovillas & Tours personally
inspect and can confidently
place your clients into a villa,
a village house, an apart-
ment or a B&B in Provence,
the Languedoc-Rousillion,
Acquitaine - the Dordogne,
Loire, Cote d’Azur, Burgundy
or Champagne.
They also offer small
boutique hotels in Paris and
throughout France.
www.eurovillasandtours.co.nz

Tango & Fandango
Fandango & Tango are two of France’s most authentic and beautiful boutique hotel barges.
Owner operated by mother-and-son
team Hazel Young and Daniel Sak,
both qualified French chefs, the
lovingly converted 1930s barges ply
the Canal du Midi on six night/seven
day cruises, with all meals, including
open bar and wine, plus one meal in
a gourmet restaurant of the captain’s
choice.
Guests have use of all-terrain bikes
and hot tub/cool pool, and get guided
excursions in air-conditioned mini-
vans.    www.canalsoffrance.com

Renault Eurodrive is a self drive leasing programme with
34 European locations, 20 of them in France. It offers a
selection of brand new Renault models, including the all-
new Koleos 4X4, ideal for two couples or a family group.

Renault Eurodrive

Your clients get unlimited kilometres,
full insurance with no excess, no
additional driver fees, no maximum age
limit and 24-hour roadside assistance.
The lease is for a minimum 21 days up
to 175 days, and a mid-size turbo
diesel manual is around NZ$64 per day
for a 21-day lease, while that drops to
$49 per day for a 6-week lease.
Call 0800 80 77 78.

http://www.mediahub.co.nz/showcase.asp?x=imc98puz38ocfauntw8a4t18963h819wwjax0a
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Win with The Spa
at

Hyatt Regency Coolum

 Email hyattcoolumquiz@travelmemo.co.nz

and put your answer in the Subject line.

All correct entries received by 24SEP08

go into the Lucky Draw announced 26SEP.

THE PRIZE:  A range

of CARITA products as

used at The Spa.

Valued at$425, they

include a 100ml Fluide

de beaute, plus age

prevention, anti-wrinkle

and aromatherapy

products

The Spa at Hyatt Regency Coolum
is the only spa in Queensland

offering  CARITA as its signature
face, body and hair product.

QUIZ QUESTION  #3
The Hyatt Regency Coolum

has been named
Australia’s Leading  G _ _ _ Resort

Springtime Eurail PassesAdventure World’s
2009 Escorted Tours

To coincide with the release of Adventure
World’s 2009 Escorted Tours brochure this
week, clients can take advantage of the Early
Booking Discount – book and deposit by
31DEC08 and receive a $300 discount per
person per tour.

AVIATION

USA. AW’s most popular escorted tours are
also back: Morocco & Spain; Petra to the
Pyramids; and Fjords & Glaciers of Patagonia.
Most tours now average 18 participants with a
maximum of 25; and rather than making tours
too long or too expensive, they have specially
designed add-on options on selected trips.
All tours are escorted by Chas Morris and
Thelma Lockery, Kiwis with a passion for
travel.
Adventure World says these trips are perfect
for the solo traveller, and the ‘Guaranteed
Share Program’ ensures the twin price on all
tours if the client’s deposit is paid four months
prior to departure.
For brochures and reservations, phone 09-522
5964.

The Eurail Group is releasing several special
edition extended rail passes on 01OCT good
for travel throughout Europe in the spring.
The special off-peak promotion offers free
travel days on the Eurail Global Pass and the
Eurail Select Pass.
The Eurail Select Pass allows customers to
choose three or more adjoining countries in
which to travel, enabling a practically tailor-
made rail pass. For those wishing to cover more
ground, a Eurail Global Pass provides access
to 21 participating countries from JAN09.

Customers buying a 15- or 21-day Eurail
Global Pass will instead receive 21 days or one
month, respectively. The Eurail Select Pass 3
Countries, valid for 6 or 8 days within 2
months, now comes with an additional two
travel days.
The promotional passes go on sale worldwide
(outside Europe) from 01OCT08. To be eligible
for the additional travel days, passes must be
purchased before the end of NOV08. Travel
can start as from 01MAR09 and must be
completed by 31MAY09.

THAI Non-Stops to Stay
Following a recent route review, THAI Airways
has confirmed the continuation of direct, non-
stop services between New Zealand and
Thailand, for its northern winter schedule,
commencing 26OCT08.
From that date TG will operate 4 weekly
services using Boeing 777-200ERs from AKL
to BKK, leaving AKL on Tue, Thu, Fri and
Sun and returning from BKK on Mon, Wed,
Thu and Sat.
THAI says New Zealand is an important route
to both the airline and Thailand, which also
enjoys strong demand from the New Zealand
travelling public, remaining one of the top 10
outbound destinations for Kiwis.

Optimal Flight Proves Point
Air New Zealand’s ASPIRE 1 tailored test
flight from Auckland to San Francisco, which
operated under ideal circumstances throughout,
proved its point by saving 4600 litres of
aviation fuel, a saving of 4%. This in turn cut
its CO2 emissions by 9 tonnes.
The B777 used ground power instead of its own
power until pushback at AKL; applied
maximum thrust on take-off to get to optimum
altitude quickly; navigated its own way across
the Pacific and used more frequent weather
reports to deviate around storm systems; made
a gradual glide slope descent into SFO without
traffic delays and taxied unhindered to the gate.
While it would be nice to get that set-up all the
time, ASPIRE 1 was just the first of a series of
test flights by airlines aimed at eventually
finding ways to reduce aviation’s carbon
footprint with technological advances and new
flying patterns.

Continental Airlines says it expects to

see US$100 million in revenue and cost

savings related to its new US$15 dollar

bag-check fee.

The new
programme brings
new destinations,
like Tibet &
China; Swiss Alps
to Tunisia;
Mongolia’s
Naadam Festival,
Namibia &
Botswana; the
Autumn Colours
of Canada & the

http://www.mediahub.co.nz/showcase.asp?x=imc98puz38ocfauntw8a4t18963h819wwjax0a
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“No Way BA/AA”

BA Responds to Branson

Virgin Atlantic’s Richard Branson is fighting a
merger between British Airways and American
Airlines by unveiling a “No way BA/AA”
slogan to be painted on all Virgin Atlantic jets.
He says a link-up of the two giant carriers would
have a hugely damaging impact for the

travelling public and would be like “allowing
Coca-Cola and Pepsi to merge.”
Branson, who has twice before persuaded
regulators to nix the mix, believes the deal
would give BA and AA a virtual stranglehold
over travel agents and corporate customers.

BA chief executive Willie Walsh says
competition will not disappear if British
Airways’ partnership with American Airlines
goes ahead. In an article contributed in The
Telegraph, Walsh said it would create a
stronger business, able to withstand the present
economic tempests and provide quality
services and good-value fares on a long-term
basis. He says it would provide not only better
connections but also greater access to
discounted fares, reciprocal frequent flier
benefits and, for corporate customers, more
flexible and geographically extensive deals.
Walsh points out that two alliances – Star
(which has 35% of EU-US traffic) and Skyteam
(28%), have been granted anti-trust immunity
by the regulators, allowing them to operate
effectively as single airlines on transatlantic
routes.
“That is the same legal status British Airways
and American Airlines have applied for,
supported by Iberia, so that our oneworld

alliance can compete fairly with the Big Two.
Operating as separate carriers, our combined
share of the EU-US market currently stands at
21%,” he wrote. He says that Star’s share of
seats to the US from Lufthansa’s hub at
Frankfurt is 80%. Skyteam’s is 85% from
KLM’s base at Amsterdam and 73% from Air
France’s hub at Paris Charles de Gaulle. With
American, BA’s combined share from
Heathrow is 51pc.
Walsh says that Richard Branson likes to
pretend this level of market share would be a
“monster monopoly.”
“The truth is that transatlantic competition is
more intense at Heathrow than at any other
European airport.  Since Open Skies came into
effect, there are nine airlines flying to the US
from Heathrow. The second largest is Virgin
Atlantic. And the competition is growing. Only
this week, Continental announced plans to
increase its Heathrow transatlantic schedule
from the end of next month.”

Reuters reports that Abu Dhabi’s Etihad Airways says it has no firm talks planned

with any potential partners, following a press report that it had held initial

discussions about a tie-up with Britain’s bmi.

Earlier, the Sunday Times reported that Etihad had held initial talks about a merger

with bmi that could value bmi at up to 600 million pounds.

Alitalia Teeters
Alitalia’s prospective buyers and officials of
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi’s government
reportedly talked through the night Sunday and
on into Monday with labour unions in a last-
ditch effort to secure their support for the
buyout and avoid the airline’s bankruptcy.
Bloomberg reports that hundreds of Alitalia
workers, flanked by two vans of police, milled
outside the building in Rome where the final
talks were supposed to be held shouting “Better
bankrupt than with these thieves,” as they
waited for the meeting to start.
Unions have balked at the buying consortium’s
plan to cut 3,250 workers and reduce salaries
by as much as 40% while demanding that
workers spend more time on the job to lift
productivity.

Alaska Cuts Back
Higher fuel prices and a softening economy
have forced Alaska Airlines to lay off up to
1000 “operational” employees, including
pilots, flight attendants, aircraft technicians,
and service agents. The carrier will also reduce
its capacity by 8% and operate a slimmed-down
schedule.

Christchurch Terminal Progress
Christchurch International Airport Ltd says it
has made considerable progress on negotiations
with airlines on its new $208 million domestic
and international “integrated terminal” project
and is ready to call for tenders. The building is
expected to be substantially complete by the
time of the 2011 Rugby World Cup.
The airport wants the staged terminal extension
to cater for up to eight million passengers a
year by 2014.

Boarding Pass via Phone
Qantas has signaled the end for paper boarding
passes and will offer customers the ability to
board using a mobile phone or other handheld
device from early next year.
And for the first time, Qantas international
customers will be able to check in to their
flights over the internet, a feature previously
offered only to those travelling on domestic
flights.
Flyers could also select their seats online either
at the point of booking or later via the carrier’s
website.

Qantas Protection Quantified
A 22-year-old Vietnamese, living in London,
has presented a compelling submission to
Australia’s government task force on national
aviation policy arguing why the transpacific
route to the US should be opened up to more
competition.
Using a wide range of economic data, including
information from Australian government
agencies, newspaper reports, broadcast
material and various airline studies, including
a 2005 report the Canberra-based firm
Econtech Pty Ltd prepared for Singapore
Airlines, he argues that Qantas uses self-
serving arguments against competition on the
route while enjoying a 71% market share, plus
high load factors and yields.  He says that his
research shows that a third airline operating
one additional daily flight between Australia
and the US would result in 51,000 more visitors
to Australia per year, a present opportunity cost
to Australia of A$146 million. Click Here to
download Kho Huynh’s telling submission.

http://www.mediahub.co.nz/showcase.asp?x=imc98puz38ocfauntw8a4t18963h819wwjax0a
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Another Airline Collapses
The collapse last week of XL, Britain’s third-
largest package holiday company, left up to
80,000 tourists stranded and a debt of £150m.
Those pax who paid by credit card or used a
tour operator affiliated to the Air Travel
Organisers’ Licensing scheme should get their
money back. In some cases travel insurance
and payment by Visa debit card also offers
protection.
But people who booked a flight directly with
XL Airways and paid with another kind of

debit card will not be protected - and will have
to pay again to get a flight home.
Outbound XL customers were less lucky. Up
to 200,000 people in total have seen future
holiday plans go up in smoke as a result of the
tour operator’s collapse, although most will be
compensated.
XL operated a leased fleet of a dozen B737s,
one B757 and three B767 jets out of 12 UK
airports, mainly to the Mediterranean and
North America.

The Times has disclosed that Barclays

bank called in its loans to XL on 14AUG.

Administrators were finally appointed

on the weekend.

Documents seen by the newspaper

reportedly show that Barclays, which is

owed about £10 million by XL,

demanded more than £2 million in

immediate payment amid mounting

concerns about its solvency.

The disclosure will anger those who

recently booked flights and holidays

unaware that the airline’s bankers

already had doubts about its survival.

British Airways chief executive Willie

Walsh, on hearing the XL collapse

news, predicted that another 30

airlines would go out of business

within the next four months.

Bookmaker Paddy Power is now taking

bets on the next to go, with Alitalia and

SkyEurope the favourites.  As a

footnote, BA staff have just learned

that their airline intends cutting 1400

senior management jobs, saving £170

million.

It emerges that some airlines are

facing demands for immediate

payment for fuel and airport services

amid fears they could run out of cash.

The Times says it has learnt that as

many as 80 of the 120 airlines

operating out of Britain have fallen

behind in payments of departure tax

receipts to the Government.

The XL collapse leaves 7% of the British

package tour market unclaimed, with

experts predicting XL’s two biggest

rivals would take the lion’s share. Share

prices in rivals TUI Travel and Thomas

Cook both climbed on the news.

Air Seychelles operations have been

affected by the XL collapse. One of its

B767s is sub-leased from XL, and XL

had been providing maintenance for it

and another of the Seychelles carrier’s

B767s and holds all the paperwork.

CRUISING

CAA Funded Protection Package
The Telegraph newspaper reports that a £300m
funding package was put in place by Britain’s
Civil Aviation Authority to cover the cost of
failure of a major tour operator just weeks
before the collapse of XL.
The industry regulator denies the provision
was linked to an early warning about the XL
failure but it also emerged that the CAA had

pressured the tour operator into providing
additional protection for its customers.
Regulators insisted that the tour operator
continue with its £40m bond arrangement to
protect holidaymakers against being stranded
as well as fund the new £1 a head levy
introduced to launch a new contingency
arrangement.

New Back-2-Back Itin for Pacific Sun
P&O Cruises has announced a new back-2-
back itinerary for Pacific Sun in 2009.
Combining islands of the South Pacific with
Australia’s Tropical North, this 25-night
voyage, departing Auckland on 04AUG09, is
perfect for those clients seeking a longer cruise
experience.
You can book the returning airfare from
Brisbane through P&O Cruises as well. By
doing so, the transfer from the ship to the
airport on the day of disembarkation is
included.
Plus options are available to extend the
holiday, post-cruise, with hotel
accommodation in Brisbane or the Gold Coast.
Fares start from $3317pp quad share (cruise
only, flights and accommodation additional)
Click Here to Download PDF.

Ponant Names New Ships
Ponant Cruises has announced that its two new
cruise ships, due to debut in May and August
2010, will be named Le Boreal and L’Austral.
Says Ponant’s Executive VP Eric Lustman “In
French Le Levant evokes the East and Le
Ponant the West, so with Le Boreal and
L’Austral we will cover the entire globe from
North to South.”
Le Boreal will sail off South America and the
Antarctic continent as well as in the White Sea,
towards Spitsbergen, Greenland and the
Canadian Arctic, while L’Austral is scheduled
to call in South East Asia, Japan, India and the
Mediterranean.
Le Boreal and L’Austral will each have 132
cabins, 95% with balconies, and passengers will
be looked after by 139 crew members.
Ponant Cruises is represented here by Francis
Travel Marketing.

Hapag-Lloyd’s expedition ship MS Bremen has completed its crossing of the

Northwest Passage. The ship docked in Point Barrow, Alaska, at the western

end of the legendary sea route on 01SEP, ending its crossing of the passage.

http://www.mediahub.co.nz/showcase.asp?x=imc98puz38ocfauntw8a4t18963h819wwjax0a
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JUST CRUISING ....

Canada & New England Cruises   from $899*

Caribbean Cruises   from US$199*

Grand Asia Cruises   from US$749*

Australia & NZ Cruises   from US$999*

Europe  Cruises   from US$899*

THIS WEEK’S 5-DAY FLASH SPECIALS

Tel: 09-444 2298

Fax:09-442 4228

CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITECLICK HERE TO VIEW OUR NEW-LOOK WEBSITE

* plus applicable fuel supplement

SEE FRONT PAGE FOR A CHANCE TO INSPECT AND LUNCH ABOARD

CHRISTMAS CRUISING  +  SYDNEY FOR NEW YEAR

17 Nights from only

per person twin share in an Inside Stateroom

NZ$2099

ms Volendam

Upgrade to an Oceanview
Stateroom for an extra

$360pp
Departing Auckland 19DEC08

Arriving Sydney 05JAN09

New Goodies on Pacific Sun
P&O Cruises has made Pacific Sun more enticing with
the introduction of an adults-only Oasis spa retreat and
a new ocean-view gym. The enhancements are part of a
substantial multimillion dollar refurbishment program
completed while the 47,000-tonne ship was in her latest
scheduled dry dock in Brisbane.
The Oasis retreat features chocolate brown wicker
daybeds, lounges, tables and ottomans and a new
whirlpool spa.
The refit also included the creation of the Outback Bar,
a dedicated coffee bar, and the ship’s library was
refurbished, enabling it to transform at night into an
elegant Steakhouse, offering an intimate dining
experience.
There’s a new gym area on Deck 10 with sweeping views
over the ship’s wake, and the previous gym has become
a relaxation room for the ship’s popular Lotus Spa, giving
passengers another space to chill out.
The Pacific Sun’s livery has also changed to an all-white
look to match her sister ship, Pacific Dawn.
The new-look ship set sail on a seven-night voyage from
Brisbane last Saturday.

Volendam Inspection,
Lunch for Agents, Clients

Francis Travel Marketing is inviting agents
to register themselves and their clients for
a walk-through and lunch aboard HAL’s
MS Volendam during her visit to New
Zealand ports next month. Check out the
ad on the front page of this TravelMemo
and click on it to download the registration
form, but hurry, because space on these
inspections is limited.

No Smoking on Celebrity
This is a reminder that effective 01OCT08,
Celebrity’s new smoking policy will be
enforced onboard all of its ships.  The new
policy is as follows:
Smoking will no longer be permitted inside
any stateroom or on any stateroom
veranda. Cigarette smoking will only be
permitted in designated indoor and outdoor
areas of the ship, while cigar and pipe
smoking will only be permitted in
designated outdoor areas. Smoking will
not be permitted in any dining venue,
theatre, hallway, elevator or corridor.
Violations to this smoking policy will
result in a $250 cleaning fee being charged
to the guest’s onboard account and may
also be addressed through Celebrity
Cruises’ Guest Conduct Policy. Cigarettes,
cigars and pipe tobacco must be properly
disposed of and never thrown overboard.
A guest must be at least 18 years of age to
purchase, possess or use tobacco onboard.

Holland America Line is to name

its latest Signature Class ship and

the 15th in its fleet, ms Nieuw

Amsterdam.

P&O Cruises has introduced a wide-

ranging package of measures

covering safety and security as part

of its commitment to provide an

environment for passengers to have

enjoyable cruise holidays. CEO Ann

Sherry said no other cruise shipping

company had introduced such

extensive measures covering safety,

security, responsible service of

alcohol and excessive behaviour.

More Piracy Reported
Somali pirates have kidnapped two
French tourists from their luxury 24m
ketch a week ago off the Horn of Africa
and are reportedly being held in the
Somali mountains by gunmen who are
demanding a ransom of more than
US$1.4 million.
The Yonhap news agency says heavily
armed Somali gunmen have also seized
a Korean cargo ship last week, bringing
to 30 the number of vessels seized so
far this year. They are said to be holding
10 ships for ransom and about 130 crew.

http://www.mediahub.co.nz/showcase.asp?x=imc98puz38ocfauntw8a4t18963h819wwjax0a
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Life is not a race - do take it slower - hear the music before the song is over.

ACCOMMODATION

Heritage C&I Appointment
Shelley Eastwood has
been appointed the
new Group Conference
and Incentive Sales
Manager for Heritage
Hotel Management.
Canadian born, Shelley
has most recently been
working for the Delta Vancouver Airport Hotel
in British Columbia, where she was a
conference sales manager for five years. She
has qualifications in conference management
and sales promotion. She also has over a
decade of experience in conferences and began
her career at Fairmont Chateau Whistler
Resort.
She will be responsible for sales for the entire
Heritage Hotel Management conference venue
portfolio, including the new Icon conference
centre at Heritage Queenstown and Carrington
Resort A Heritage Hotel, the most recent
addition to the group.

INDUSTRY

Rendezvous in India Joint Venture
Rendezvous Hotels & Resorts International
has entered a joint venture agreement with
Chennai based Indian developer XS Real
Properties, pioneer of bungalow apartments in
Chennai.
The joint venture company, which will be
called Rendezvous India Hospitality Private
Limited, will manage hotels and resorts in the
Indian market, where the government
estimates an additional 150,000 additional
hotel rooms are required to meet demand in
areas such as Mumbai, Delhi and Chennai.

TATS Industry Specials
Edgewater Resort, Rarotonga
4 Night Package
IATA Travel Agents & Wholesalers $295pp.
IATA Freight Forwarders, Hoteliers, Airline
Staff & Car Rental Staff $390pp.
Price based on 4 nights accom in a Beachfront
Room  share twin/double occupancy and
includes NZ$100 per room F&B Credit, Free
Upgrade to Beachfront Deluxe Suite (subject
to availability). Tropical Breakfast daily. Valid
for sales to 31OCT08 & travel to 31MAR09.
See www.tats.co.nz for full details.
Toberua Island Resort
Travel Agent Special  $135 per person per
night  based on share twin/double bure.
Valid for sales and travel to 31MAR09.
Eligibility: South Pacific Wholesalers,
Frontline Retail Agents, their partners and
children if sharing the same room.

Octaviar (MFS) Latest
Deloitte has been appointed voluntary admin-
istrator to Octaviar, formerly MFS Ltd, which
has creditors’ claims in excess of A$1 billion.
A Deloitte partner is quoted as saying the aim
of the voluntary administrators was to max-
imise the chances of Octaviar continuing and
ultimately providing a better return for all
creditors compared to that which may result
from an immediate wind up. A further hearing
in the Supreme Court of Queensland yester-
day was expected to confirm the date of the
next hearing to decide the future of the group
of Octaviar companies.
At this stage the date is slated for 24OCT.

Allotz.com Launches New Distbn System
Allotz.com has launched what is says is the
world’s first true, two-way fully automated
“Set and Forget” global inventory distribution
and management system initially for the
Australasian market. They have also
announced they have a host of major travel
industry partners already signed up.
Allotz.com is now fully integrated with the
GDS (Global Distribution System) networks
for accommodation providers meaning
Allotz.com can now distribute accommodation
provider room inventory to the likes of Sabre,
Galileo/Apollo, Amadeus, Worldspan and their
associated companies and networks.
This connection alone puts accommodation
provider room inventory in front of over
600,000 travel agents globally, including high
traffic sites such as Travelocity, Orbitz and
Hotwire.

integration with national and international
online travel agent sites including: Direct with
Hotels, Hotels 2 Go, Ezibed and Asdoo.com,
with a number of other sites such as Flight
Centre, Student Flights, Room Seeker, Quick
Beds and Escape Travel, The Lido Group and
many more currently completing integration
with Allotz.com.
Allotz.com says it enables online travel agents
and accommodation providers to eliminate
issues with over-bookings, whilst also removing
the need for spiders and web bots (otherwise
known as screen-scrapers), with its two-way
permission based distribution system. The
system efficiently exchanges inventory data and
dynamically manages allocations of room
inventory by accommodation providers to
ensure that all available rooms are made
available for sale, adjusting the rate according
to market demand, without over-selling.In addition, Allotz.com says it has achieved
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