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For an audio-visual
demo on how to use
our Custom Itinerary
Service

Click

Here
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Escorted Journeys
Silk Road ~ South America ~

Indochina ~ Europe ~
Arabia and more!

(09) 360 7311
info@worldjourneys.co.nz

2009 Brochure Out Now!

Classified  Advertising
TravelMemo’s Classified Ad service
offers placement of a 75-word ad in two

consecutive issues, for just $50+GST.

Email classifieds@travelmemo.co.nz

HELEN CAMBELL
Tel: 09 966 2549 DDI
staff@topdog.co.nz

www.topdog.co.nz

Dog Tired of Your
Current Role?

Travel Recruitment Specialist

To vote for TopDog in the Seek Recruitment
Awards simply go to www.topdog.co.nz

and click on the Seek Banner

Let Top Dog
put some bounce back for you!

Visit our website for all the opportunities!

For further information contact Kirra Tours on 0508 3675 4772For further in

This 21 Day Ultimate New Zealand Tour goes off  
the beaten track to locations not generally visited 
as well as including all the “must see” places.
IT’S MORE THAN JUST A COACH TOUR!

21 Day All New Zealand Ultimate Tour

http://www.mediahub.co.nz/showcase.asp?x=imc98puz38ocfauntw8a4t18963h819wwjax0a
http://www.tmsap.com/
http://www.tmsap.com/
http://www.topdog.co.nz
http://www.kirratours.co.nz
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ANZCRO Launches NZ4KIWIS Product
ANZCRO’s new NZ4KIWIS
brochure lists mini-getaways and
mini-stays for Kiwis in New
Zealand’s major tourist
destinations, making it easier for
agents to book domestic travel.
NZ4KIWIS is ultra competitively
priced, with one season - one price;
it is packaged for agents’
convenience so they just add the

flights. NZ4KIWIS offers your
business and leisure options, and
includes two or three nights
accommodation, car rental plus one
attraction.
It can also be extended or expanded
with product from ANZCRO’s NZ
Book, which offers the largest range
of NZ product available through one
source. www.brochurenet.co.nz

Mainland Air Cans Central Flights
Mainland Air is next week ending its service
between Dunedin and Queenstown via
Alexandra, begun last November, because of
a lack of customers.
The Southland Times quotes the airline’s
manager John Penno as saying low patronage
on the 3pw service had “killed profits.”
The average flight, a 10-seater Piper Chieftain
operating between Dunedin and Queenstown
- stopping at Alexandra when required - was
reportedly less than two-thirds full and “just
wasn’t cutting it.”

No Funding for Rotorua Airport
Environment Bay of Plenty has given no
undertaking or commitment to Rotorua District
Council regarding funding required for the
redevelopment of Rotorua Airport to cater for
trans-Tasman services. It had been reported that
the council was looking for $15 million for the
airport redevelopment.
Bay of Plenty Chairman John Cronin says the
regional council has not made a financial
commitment and the proposed fund does not
yet exist.
“We therefore can’t and haven’t accepted
applications for funding and it is highly
unlikely that funds will emerge from this
process within the next two years,” Mr Cronin
said.

Queenstown Rafting has been given the
go-ahead by the Queenstown Lakes
District Council to resume rafting on the
Shotover River after a major slip near the
river’s edge finally fell last week. They
had been off the river for seven weeks.

Whitianga Scallop Festival Worth Millions
Organisers of the Whitianga Scallop Festival
say their fourth festival will be the best ever
and should deliver over $3 million to the local
economy. Tickets for the festival tomorrow sold
out in May and around 8,000 people are
expected at the Coromandel beach resort to
consume the 100,000-plus scallops, creatively
cooked and matched with Monteith’s beer,
Maven wine and local produce.

Hard Ice Experts Hot on Training
Six senior glacier guides working in Franz
Josef have boosted their combined 30-plus
years of guiding experience with the newly
introduced New Zealand Mountain Guide
Association (NZMGA) Hard Ice qualification.
The accreditation course is a rigorous three-
day evaluation relating to hard ice conditions,
taking place on the Franz Josef Glacier and
including assessment on route selection, hazard
identification and mitigation, and rope rescue.
The six men can now be classed as Hard Ice
Guides, and will be joined by another eleven
Franz Josef Glacier Guides being supported by
the company to complete the accreditation
within the next 12 months.
Each day, before the first public trip, Franz
Josef Glacier Guides inspect the glacier and
cut large, safe step-lines and walking tracks.
“Our guides are skilled at step-cutting and track
formation, which means that by the time we
get customers up there onto the face, we’ve
assessed the glacier and can guarantee every
minute on the ice will be spent as safely as
possible passing through unique terrain and
impressive ice formations,” says Kerry Walker,
Sales & Marketing Manager for Franz Josef
Glacier Guides.
The range of glacier hiking tours suit all levels
of fitness and ability and includes a Full Day
Adventure, ½ Day Experience, Glacier Valley
Walk, Heli-Hike and Ice-Climbing.

TO GET YOUR OWN

FREE SUBSCRIPTION
 visit  www.travelmemo.co.nz

Destination Queenstown says its True
Colours campaign effectively spread the
autumn message to Kiwis and encouraged
travel during the autumn months of APR,
MAY & JUN.
DQ’s general manager marketing, Graham
Budd said a range of measurement tools
demonstrated the success of this year’s
campaign.  “Our website measurement
demonstrates a 15% increase in visits over
the autumn months.”

Christchurch based website company
Cabbage Tree Creative has created a
global first – a snow report system for
the Apple iPhone.  Installed on an iPhone
or iPod Touch, users can instantly check
weather, road and lift conditions at all
the major New Zealand ski areas.

Awareness of the campaign measured
through the Regional Visitor Monitor
demonstrated 73% of domestic visitors had
seen advertising for the autumn campaign.
A further 10% of domestic respondents
indicated the True Colours campaign
influenced their decision to visit the region
during autumn.
Statistics New Zealand’s latest figures
comparing June quarters show Queenstown
attracted 0.5% more guest nights than it did
during the same period last year compared
to the national figure for the same quarter
of -1.6%.  This figure represents all visitors
to Queenstown during the months of APR,
MAY & JUN.

DQ’s True Colours Campaign
Deemed Effective
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Movie Theme for Floriade 2008
From 13SEP to 12OCT more than one million
blooms will cascade into colour at
Commonwealth Park in the heart of Canberra.
The 21st Floriade is certain to captivate your
green-fingered clients.
Inspired by the films that shaped Australia,
visitors will see a lavish wedding dress from
Muriel’s Wedding, Australia’s favourite foot-
slapping penguin from Happy Feet, the
spectacular bus from The Adventures of
Priscilla, Queen of the Desert, Babe’s lovable
sheep-herding pig and many more – all
emerging from the beautiful garden beds.
A special onsite cinema will showcase rare and
special footage from many years of Australian
film. Roving entertainers, garden design
competitions, amazing fashion designed in
flowers and educational sessions providing
clever backyard tips are all on offer.
Your clients can also celebrate Floriade’s 21st
birthday by being part of the first-ever Floriade
NightFest. Visitors can join the party over five
nights with night markets, lantern displays and
spectacular lighting throughout the park,
among other drawcards. Call your wholesaler
for Floriade ticket details.

Virgin Blue is boosting its Western
Australian presence from OCT08 with
new double daily flights to Karratha and
Newman as well as doubling its Broome
services. The airline will use its 104-seat
Embraer 190 aircraft on the new routes.

Brisbane Upgrade from Virgin Blue
Virgin Blue will unveil a major upgrade of its
check-in area at Brisbane domestic airport next
Tuesday. It includes the replacement of 19
check-in counters and baggage belts, most of
which have been in use in the terminal for over
20 years. Brand new flight information displays
and an improved service desk will also be key
features in the extensive renovation.

Weddings in the Whitsundays
The newly-launched weddings-related website
www.weddingswhitsundays.com covers 74
Queensland islands that between them already
host more than 1,200 weddings a year.
The website is designed to take the hassle out
of planning wedding ceremonies with
inspirations and ideas conveniently located in
the one online directory.
 From a barefoot harpist on the beach to a cellist
in the rainforest, the site features over 60 of
the best local businesses in floristry, marriage
celebrants, entertainment, makeup,
photography, decorations, music, cake and
catering so couples can plan every detail for
their special day in a one-stop shop.
The website also has a list of 74 tips – one for
every island - to help couples plan for a
ceremony in the Whitsundays. Practical tips
to ensure the wedding goes off without a hitch
include researching tide times, staying
hydrated, dressing for the tropical climate and
remembering sun safety in the days leading up
to the ceremony to prevent a sunburnt bride.
The tips also offer handy solutions to gift
management, local attractions, relaxation,
accommodation and weather conditions.

Surfers Paradise Skywheel Coming
The Gold Coast City Council has given unanimous
approval for the Surfers Paradise Skywheel and a modern
carnival to be set up on the Surfers Paradise transit centre
site in November.
The 60m ferris wheel, formerly known as the Sea World
Eye, will be open for business in time for the notorious
Schoolies Week and big crowds are expected over the
Christmas and New Year period.
The Skywheel will be built on the roof of the transit centre,
which as part of the deal will get a $12 million makeover,
while the adjoining park will be home to a cafe, live snake
show, circus entertainers and a carousel.
The Gold Coast Bulletin says the wheel has a permit to
operate initially through to January 2010.

Southern Star Wheel
Melbourne’s Southern Star Observation Wheel is taking
shape on its Docklands site. The big wheel, which stands
some 40 storeys high, now has its 21 passenger pods
attached.
From November, the Southern Cross will offer champagne
flights, catered flights and, although the cabins fit about
20 people, they will offer Cupid rides for couples.
Operator Fred Maybury, for nine years CEO of
Dreamworld on the Gold Coast, even hopes to capture a
slice of the wedding market, utilising a 400-guest function
centre at the wheel’s base.

Queensland Premier Anna Bligh has described the
newly opened A$10 million Ma:mu Rainforest
Canopy Walkway in Wooroonooran National Park,
near Innisfail,  a “must-see” tourist attraction. The
340m-long treetop walkway is located in the
Palmerston Section of the National Park 1km east
of Crawfords Lookout and 27km from the turnoff
from the Bruce Highway. It is 90 minutes drive from
Cairns and 30 minutes from Innisfail.

Australia Hosts
Virtuoso Luxury

Travel Symposium
Tourism Australia, working
with Virtuoso, the invitation-
only luxury retail travel group,
will host an international
luxury travel symposium in
Sydney in APR09. The NTO
has been working with
Virtuoso to market Australia
and train and educate 6,000
Virtuoso agents throughout
the Americas about Australian
travel experiences.
The 2009 Virtuoso
Symposium is expected to
attract over 400 travel agents,
suppliers, and other travel
industry representatives.
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programme (including Kokonutz Kidz Programme) & use of the fitness room. 
 

 

 FANTASTIC SAVINGS AT 

 

THE EDGEWATER RESORT & SPA - RAROTONGA 

STAY 5 NIGHTS / PAY ONLY 3 NIGHTS!!! 
PLUS 

BOOK 5 NIGHTS OR MORE FOR TRAVEL IN 
SEPTEMBER & ALSO RECEIVE   

$100 FOOD & BEVERAGE CREDIT FREE!!! 

*Stay/Pay deal valid for sales to 31 Dec 08, travel to 31 Mar 09  * stay/pay deal  
can be doubled   *F&B credit is per room (any grade) & is valid for  
sales and travel to 30 Sep 08  *Stay/pay deal is not valid on the 3 bedroom villas   

 

w w w . e d g e w a t e r . c o . c k  

SOUTH PACIFIC

The Kimberley – A Whale Nursery
The natural wonders of Western Australia’s
Kimberley region continue to astound. The
latest discovery is the scale of the gathering of
hundreds of baby whales in Camden Sound off
the coast of Broome. Now regarded as one of
the world’s biggest humpback whale nursery
grounds, 381 pods were recently found
schooling their calves to feed, ride the tides
and breach.

Wildflower Hot Spots
on WA’s Coral Coast

Western Australia’s Coral Coast website
www.australiascoralcoast.com has a
Wildflower Hotspots feature for those seeking
information about wildflowers in the region.
The site is regularly updated when different
wildflower varieties bloom in different
locations and features images and
testimonials.

Pacific Blue to Join Fiji Fray
Pacific Blue senior manager,  Harish
Chandra, has revealed in Fiji that Pacific
Blue is planning to launch flights to Nadi
from Auckland starting in November, subject
to government approvals.
He told the Fiji Times Online that the airline
has the aircraft, crew and facilities ready to
commence the flights from 27OCT but
needed time to put the flights on sale.

Further to our 05AUG story, it
seems Pacific Blue will indeed be
mounting a third frequency from
AKL to Rarotonga, a Sunday
service from 28SEP.

Airline Tonga Grounded
Airline Tonga, one of the two airlines
operating Tonga’s domestic air service
suspended its operation indefinitely on
23AUG, and Radio New Zealand quoted the
airline as saying it was related to a dispute
with its fuel supplier, and there was hope that
things would quickly be resolved.
MatangiTonga reports that the sudden
decision, coming soon after the boom period
around the Coronation, had left a number of
travellers stranded in Vava’u and Ha’apai. It
is understood that competitor Chatham Pacific
was looking at increasing its flights to pick
them up.
Airline Tonga’s shareholders are Teta Tours
30%, Air Fiji 30% and Saia Moehau 40%.

Record Profit, More AKL-APW Flights from Poly Blue
Polynesian Blue Airlines has announced a
record pre-tax profit of NZ$9.18 million for
the 2007-08 financial year, up 71% from last
year’s pre-tax profit of NZ$5.363 million.
Polynesian Blue has also announced it will be
increasing services to and from Samoa as part

of its ongoing growth strategy. The airline will
launch a new direct weekly flight between
Apia and Brisbane in DEC08, and return
flights between Apia and Auckland will
increase from five to six per week from next
month.

http://www.edgewater.co.ck
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Air Fiji Flights Cancelled

Coconuts Beach Fales for Families, Small Groups

Air Fiji has cancelled key flights for the past
five days but has given no explanation other
than that it is for reasons beyond its control.
Passengers have been rebooked onto other
local carriers.
The airline, which is 51% owned by the
Tuvalu Government and a Chinese company,
has reportedly been affected by the fuel price
increases and cash flow issues and there is

15% pay cut.
Meanwhile, the High Court in Suva has ordered
an injunction against an arbitrary 15% pay cut
imposed on two Air Fiji Limited employees, a
captain and a first officer.
A lawyer representing the pair, who were on
individual contracts, and another two unionised
captains, told Fiji Times Online that the court
found the reduction in remuneration was a
breach of contract.talk that all staff had been asked to take a

ASIA

Since it opened more
than 17 years ago,
Coconuts Beach Club
Resort & Spa facilities
have evolved and
improved, with the
resort now offering full
spa facilities and newly
landscaped gardens.
One Beach Fale has
been converted into
t w o - b e d r o o m
accommodation, giving
the resort a second two-
Bedroom Beach Fale
suitable for families.
The resort also has added three interconnecting
villas comprising two one-storey beach villas
(Villa Pule and Villa Ali’i) flanking an
immense, two-story central villa (Villa Matai).
They can be booked separately or together to
suit small groups.
The Coco Suites, Treehouse Junior Suites,
Overwater Fales and Beach Fales at the resort

remodeling within the past five years.
Coconuts Beach Club, Resort and Spa has just
extended the Stay 5 / Pay 4 in Treehouse Junior
Suites and Coco Suites that can take up to four
people. Sales are now till 30SEP08 and travel
is until 31MAR09.  Conditions apply, so call
your wholesaler for details and bookings or
contact NZ representatives at
info@planetmarketing.co.nzhave all received a full renovation or

Villa Pule

Rebuilding Sichuan’s Tourism
The government of China’s southwestern
Sichuan province plans to turn areas devastated
by the 12MAY earthquake into a tourist
attraction. The quake cost Sichuan’s tourism
industry more than US$7.7 billion, according
to the official Xinhua news agency.
The province, known for its pandas and fiery
cuisine, has been struggling to rebuild in the
aftermath of a disaster that killed about 70,000
people and rendered 10 million homeless. Some
have put the total cost of reconstruction at
almost US$80 billion.
An “experimental tourist zone” would track a
fault line that runs through Wenchuan county
in the province’s far west and encompass ruins,
a memorial in Yingxiu, a museum in Beichuan
and a lake created during the tremors at
Tangjiashan. The provincial tourism chief
Zhang Gu says the Wenchuan quake ruins
tourist route would demonstrate the protection
of such ruins and the quake survivors’ spirit.
Zhang hoped his planned tourist zone, which
needs approval, would extend into Gansu and
Shaanxi provinces, helping highlight
“biological and cultural diversity.”

A1GP to Chengdu
The A1GP World Cup of Motorsport, which
has staged races in China during the last three
seasons, is heading to a new venue, Chengdu.
Round Two of this year’s season will be run
on the Chengdu International Circuit 07-
09NOV, and proceeds from the event will go
to the Sichuan Earthquake Relief Fund.
The date for the event means a change to the
provisional calendar for Season Four, as this
was the date originally set for a race in
Indonesia. Now the Indonesian event, which
sees A1GP head there for a third time, moves
to a new venue on the 06-08FEB09.

The Ascott Group has transformed
Singapore’s f irst post-war modern
highrise office building, the landmark
Asia Insurance Building, into the Ascott
Singapore Raffles Place.
Ascott spent S$60 million on conservation
and restoration of the protected building,
one of the few remaining highrise
buildings from the 1950s.

New Look for Club Med Bintan Island

Club Med Bintan Island celebrates its tenth
birthday next month with a fresh and upmarket
new look. Located 45km south-east of
Singapore, the 4-Trident resort is one of the
most popular in Asia and showcases the best
of Club Med’s new upscale positioning.
Its new look is described as eco-friendly Ethnic
Chic and a new room reconfiguration brings
the 311-room inventory to 198 Superior rooms,
94 Deluxe rooms and two Suites. Sixteen of
the Deluxe rooms have a balcony.
“Club Med Bintan Island is a popular seminar
and incentive venue and an additional lounge
has been created outside the conference rooms
to provide an informal break-out space,” says
Club Med’s Kaarin Gaukrodger. Golf
enthusiasts have the luxury of playing at the
Ria Bintan Golf Club, located just next to Club
Med.
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Big Spend for Changi’s T1
No sooner has Singapore’s Changi Terminal 3
opened than the airport has now announced that
it is to spend S$500 million on a big makeover
for its 27-year-old Terminal 1.
The project, to be completed in 2011, will add
another 18,000 sq m of floor space, higher
ceilings and glass walls to give arriving
passengers a view of the landscaping outside.
Two outdoor gardens will be built for travellers
who wish to have some fresh air.
Fifteen more shops and food and beverage
outlets will be added, the departure and seating
areas for waiting passengers will be enlarged
and the public viewing gallery will be designed
for better views of the departure hall and
runways. The concourse, gate hold-rooms and
finger piers will be widened to create more
space for passengers to wait or queue. More
seats will be provided in some of the gate hold-
rooms.
The improvements will also extend outdoors,
where more sheltered space will be built for
departing passengers being dropped off by taxis
and cars.
Some 51 airlines like Qantas, Cathay Pacific
and British Airways operate out of T1.

Changbai Mountain Decoded
Christopher Randal, Acting Calypso Air
Team Manager at Gullivers Holidays, was
the first to give us the three-letter airport
code for China’s newest airport at Changbai
Mountain, an alpine resort town near the
North Korean border. He says Amadeus
codes it as NBS.

Blooming Lovely ‘Sakura’ Cherry Blossom Tour
Travel Japan by H.I.S. is offering a rare
opportunity to sample cherry-blossom time, a
keystone of Japanese culture, first-hand with
just one departure of its exclusive, original
‘Sakura’ (cherry blossom) tour in 2009.
Scheduled  to depart from Tokyo on 28MAR
and limited to just 25 people, the 14-day  luxury
‘Sakura’ tour has been structured to fully
immerse participants in the country’s unique
culture with a comfortably paced itinerary
designed to include many of the sights that so
differentiate Japan from other destinations.
These include a full-day tour of historical
Nikko with visits to the Kegion waterfall and
Lake Chuzenji, Mount Fuji, Lake Kawaguchi,
Takayama and Matsumoto Castle, a full-day
walking tour of Kanazawa, travel by bullet train
to Hiroshima and Kyoto.
Cultural activities en route include noodle
making at Hirayu Ootaki, a tea ceremony at
Kyoto’s Todaiji Temple and the opportunity to
don a kimono for dinner at a traditional
restaurant complete with a ‘Maiko’ dance and
music performance.

The program also includes three dedicated
cruise components – a Sumida River cruise on
Tokyo’s waterways, Lake Ashi near Mount Fuji
and a farewell dinner on board a traditional
Yakatabune dinner cruise on the last day of the
program.
Prices for the 14-day program start from
NZ$6630pp* share twin, inclusive of all
accommodation in four-star hotels, meals as
per itinerary, all sightseeing, English-speaking
guides and transportation.
*Conditions apply. Please note the price does not include
international airfares.
Call 09-3361336 or email info@traveljapan.co.nz
wwww.traveljapan.co.nz

Hong Kong’s Olympic Trail
To celebrate Hong Kong’s involvement in the
Olympic Games, the Hong Kong SAR
Government, with permission from the
International Olympic Committee, has opened
a new walking trail, the “Hong Kong Olympic
Trail” on Lantau Island. The 5.6km trail runs
from Pak Mong Village, which contains a
number of heritage monuments, to Mui Wo.  It
is suitable for a family outing or for a hiking
trip to appreciate the natural scenery, local
culture and heritage.

Hong Kong’s visitor arrivals in JUL08
reached 2.7 million, up 10.4% on JUL07.
This brings cumulative arrivals for the
first seven months of 2008 to 16.9
million, 9.1% ahead of the same period
last year.  In JUL08, Mainland China was
the best performing of all long- and
short-haul market regions, with arrivals
growing by 19.4% to 1.66 million.

Vietnam Resort Specials
Adventure World has two new Stay / Pay
Specials in Vietnam: choose from a highland
resort or a beach stay.
The Evason Ana Mandara Villas & Six Senses
Spa at Dalat has a Stay 2 / Pay 1 offer from
$148pp share twin including breakfast.
Or Stay 3 / Pay 2 at the Six Senses Hideaway
Ninh Van Bay from $1232pp share twin
including breakfast.
New bookings only for sale and travel 01AUG-
19DEC08.  Call 09-522 5946.

Chrysler 300C Cabs for Singapore
Singapore’s Straits Times reports that the city
will soon be offering luxury taxis. SMRT Taxis
is introducing a fleet of more than 100 Chrysler
300C taxis with a flag-fall of S$5, which is
higher than that charged for Mercedes-Benz
cabs. SMRT is targeting MICE and corporate
business, and looking ahead to the opening of
the casino.

Book Travel Indochina
and Win US$25

Adventure World has seven US$25
Amazon e-vouchers to be won.
Simply be one of the first seven travel
agents to book and deposit a Travel
Indochina small group journey in SEP08
to qualify for the US$25 Amazon e-
voucher, which is per booking, not per
customer. The Amazon e-vouchers will be
forwarded once full payment is received.
Incentive applies to new bookings only
from 01SEP08.    Call 09-522 5946.
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Great Wall Express
Visitors to Beijing will now be able to access
the Great Wall of China much more quickly,
with the inauguration of the “Great Wall
Express”, a new train service. The train, rushed
into operation to coincide with the Olympics,
halves the time taken to get to Badaling, where
10km of the wall has been restored. The one-
hour trip costs 17 yuan ($3) for a first class
seat, although this still leaves visitors with a
15-minute walk to the wall from the station.

THE AMERICAS

Qantas Super Saver Fares
to South America via Sydney

Qantas is offering a new routing option on the
Super Saver fares to South America booked in
M or K class, as M*SSS and K*SSS fares.
Customers wishing to travel via Australia on
the direct service between Sydney and Buenos
Aires commencing from 24NOV08, may do so
at a surcharge of $1000 return. The current fare
levels will be still available for customers
travelling on services between AKL and SCL.
GDS and www.qantas.co.nz/agents  will be
updated with full details.

10% off Indian Summer Special
Brilliant shades of red, orange and yellow as
far as the eye can see, homemade pumpkin pie,
warm sunny days and clear blue skies, all
herald the arrival of North America’s “Indian
Summer”, at its peak from late September to
early October, and the perfect time for some
extended summer fun across USA and Canada.
TrekAmerica invites your clients to take
advantage of their Indian Summer Special to
enjoy the autumnal changes of New England’s
spectacular coastline and countryside, or some
of the most iconic destinations of the Desert
Southwest; including the Grand Canyon and
the Navajo Tribal Lands of Monument Valley.
New bookings only, booked by 08SEP08, for
any tour departing in SEP or OCT08. For
example clients can save 10% on the: Canyon
& Indian Lands; Native American Lands,
Appalachian Trail walk and Canadian Parks
Walk, just to name a few.
For details phone Adventure World on 09-522
5944.

Save on Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula

TrekAmerica has a 20% saving on the 14-day
Yucatan Adventure departing Cancun
06OCT08.
 This small group lodging trip visits ancient
Mayan archaeological sites set deep within the
jungle as you travel round trip from Cancun to
Chichen Itza, Merida, Campeche, Uxmal,
Palenque, San Cristobal de las Casa, Chiapas,
Bacalar and Playa del Carmen. Trip is now
priced from $2310.
Phone Adventure World on 09-524 5118.

Last-Minute Patagonia
World Journeys has last-minute “two people
for the price of one” deals at the Rio Serrano
Hotel in Chile’s Patagonia region.  A 3-day/2-
night stay is priced from NZ$1375 and 5-days/
4-nights from NZ$1840 for two people sharing,
including transfers from Punta Arenas, all
meals, open bar, accommodation in Superior
rooms with Paine view, laundry, internet
service, bilingual guides, and a full program
of excursions.  Trekking, horse riding, sport
fishing and excursions by vehicle to explore
Torres del Paine National Park are all included.
Offer valid for stays during SEP08.
Contact World Journeys.

AFRICA / MID EAST

Acacia Late Availability Specials
Save 20% on the tour price of these selected
Acacia trips and 2008 departures. Saving
applies to new bookings only, is subject to
availability, and excludes local payment.
• Gorilla Encounter, GEN14, departing

11OCT.
• South East Adventure, SEA24 and

SEA31, departing 05OCT, 19OCT.
• East African Explorer, EAE21,

departing 24OCT, 07NOV, 05DEC.
• East African Explorer, EAE29,

departing 16OCT, 30OCT, 27NOV.
• South West Safari, SWS19, departing

08OCT, 22OCT.
• South West Safari, SWS25, departing

02OCT, 16OCT.
• Desert Tracker, DTR19 and DTR25,

departing 04OCT, 18OCT, 15NOV.
• Cape Town to Kenya, CTK41, departing

04OCT, 18OCT, 15NOV, 27DEC.
Phone Adventure World on 09-522 5941.

Summer Spectacular
World Journeys has released what they say is
a “fantastic value” 9-day Wilderness Safaris
itinerary in Botswana, Namibia and Zambia.
Valid from DEC to end APR, it’s a time when
plains game are giving birth, opportunistic
predators abound, colourful migrant birds
arrive, and dormant plants come to life.
The itinerary covers the Kalahari Desert,
Okavango Delta, Kwando River and Victoria
Falls.  Accommodation includes the brand new
Kalahari Plains Camp, and the newly opened
Toka Leya Camp on the Zambezi River at
Livingstone.  Priced from NZ$5,335pp share
twin ex Maun, this includes transfers and
transport between camps, 8 nights’
accommodation fully inclusive of all meals,
local beverages, and a full programme of
scheduled safari activities.
Valid for travel 01DEC08 to 31MAR09,
subject to availability.
Contact World Journeys.

Rovos Rail Charter
World Journeys says that a unique sole-charter
opportunity is available on a special Rovos Rail
journey from Victoria Falls to Pretoria, aboard
the “Pride of Africa” train under steam haulage
for almost the entire journey.
Accommodating up to 68 guests in nostalgic
luxury, the journey includes game drives in
Hwange National Park and Matobo Game
Reserve & Antelope Park; and a visit will be
made to the historic Bulawayo Rail Museum.
Departing 05APR09, the 10-day journey would
be of great interest to railway preservation
societies and steam heritage groups.
Contact World Journeys.
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EUROPEThe Tiger Woods Dubai
Tiger Woods this week unveiled the master
plan for developer Tatweer’s exclusive golf
community, The Tiger Woods Dubai.
Al Ruwaya, the first golf course designed
by Tiger Woods will also include a golf
academy, a 145,000sq ft clubhouse and a spa.
The residential plots will be developed to
create 22 palaces, 75 mansions and 100
signature villas. The palaces will each cover
100,000sq ft, while each mansion will have
50,000sq ft and a villa will have 30,000sq
ft.
The signature development will also house
a Dh600-million hotel, of 90 suites and 14
bungalows in sizes varying from 1,600 to
9,500sq ft.
Scheduled for completion in 2009, the
project is located within Dubailand.
The builders have pioneered new techniques
in construction and design to overcome the
challenge they face in transforming 55
million square feet of desert into a green
space that is one and a half times the size of
New York’s Central Park and almost four
times the size of London’s Hyde Park.

VisitBritain and Visit London have unveiled
their plans to welcome the world as the host
nation and city of the next Olympic Games and
Paralympic Games in 2012.
VisitBritain believes the London Olympics
could benefit Britain’s visitor economy by an
extra £2 billion. The NTO’s global network of
offices will promote the UK as the place for
watching and participating in sport at all levels,
for events and for experiences, attractions and
destinations. According to recent VisitBritain
research, 22% of potential visitors strongly
agree that they are more likely to want to visit
Britain in the next few years because London
will host the 2012 Olympics. Tourism gains are
expected to come largely from emerging
markets inspired by increased media exposure
and publicity associated with the Games. It
seems hosting the Games makes Britain
particularly appealing for emerging markets
China, India, Malaysia, Mexico and South
Korea.

million and 14% of the total – involve watching
a sporting event or taking part in sporting
activities. Visitors from New Zealand live up to
their reputation as ‘sports mad’ with 28%
watching or participating during their stay. Sport
is also a way of attracting the attention of visitors
from emerging markets where year on year
growth often exceeds that from more mature
economies. 16% of Brazilians, 15% of
Malaysians, 14% of Czech and 13% of Russian
visits involve sport – all higher percentages than
the French, Germans, Japanese and Italians.One in ten visits to the UK from overseas – 4.7

TOURS

Britain, London Prepare for Olympics Gecko’s ‘Earlybird’ Specials
Gecko’s has just released five new brochures
here and is now offering a 10% discount on all
from 01SEP08.
The discount is for all new bookings 01SEP-
31OCT08 for travel before 31MAR09 on its
India and Nepal, South East Asia and China,
Egypt, Jordan and Morocco, Latin America and
Africa programs.

Photography Cruises
Cruise West has announced eight designated
Pentax Photographers’ Cruises for the 2009
season.  Featuring field events and onboard
tutorials, there is no additional cost to guests.
Destinations include Mexico’s Sea of Cortes,
Panama & Costa Rica, British Columbia,
Alaska, and new in 2009, Europe’s Danube
River.
World Journeys says feedback from guests
suggests the cruises are suitable for both
amateur as well as more skilled photographers.
Contact them for dates and rates.

Page 8

http://dubaitourism.ae
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Escorted Journeys 2009
World Journeys has just released its 2009 range
of Escorted Journeys.
Marketing Manager Caroline Clegg says: “We
had a great response to our escorted journeys
this year, and wonderful feedback from
returning clients on where they’d like to go
next, so are expecting 2009 to be equally
successful.
“Rather than a repeat of itineraries, we’ve
added some new, and tweaked some of last
year’s to include unique aspects.  Destinations
reflect our pick of the ‘hot’ places to go next
year, including the Silk Road; Morocco,
Gibraltar, Spain & Portugal; Canada’s West
including an Alaskan cruise; Turkey combined
with a Croatian cruise; the wonderful colours
of Canada’s Eastern Maritimes in Autumn;
Indochina; Iran, Oman & Dubai; and Patagonia
with an optional Antarctic cruise.”
Tour escort Chris Lyons explains: “Our group
size is limited to 24 participants, as we find
that interaction between the escort, the local
guides, and the guests works really well to
enhance the journey up to this number of
people.
“We’ve chosen hotels that are generally 4-star
and above, and where possible we use smaller
boutique properties run by locals, so that you
get a better feel for the culture and people of
where you are. On cruises we prefer to use
outside cabins and try to use smaller cruise
vessels rather than mega-ships.  We also
include comprehensive sightseeing with local
guides, and many meals, including often a
special meal at a favourite restaurant of ours
for local flavour!

“We take care of tipping for the group with a
tipping fund guests contribute to, and are there
to make sure everyone has a seamless
experience without all the hassles travel in
some of these areas can normally bring.  Great
friendships have been formed on our escorted
journeys this year, with some planning to travel
together again.  We’re expecting a good repeat
client rate, which makes it really worthwhile
for agents to get their clients onto one of these

AVIATION

trips, as they
are more than
likely to want
more!”
The Escorted
Journeys 2009
brochure is
being
distributed
to agents this
week.
Contact
World
Journeys.

Air NZ Board Challenges Management
Air New Zealand this week reported a 24%
slide in normalised earnings for fiscal 2008 to
$197 million, and operating revenue of $4,667
million, up 9% on the same period last year.
The increase was primarily due to additional
domestic and long haul capacity and a load
factor of 79.3%, up 2.8 percentage points. The
airline carried 13.2 million customers in the
year ended 30JUN, up 5.6%.
Air NZ Chairman John Palmer said that
despite only partly recovering the increase
in the total cost of fuel, the carrier is in a
good position to create and seize
opportunities in both the domestic and
international businesses. He put that down

to Air NZ’s ability to innovate and adapt
much more rapidly than its competitors, a net
$1.3 billion cash position and a committed and
stable shareholder base.
Mr Palmer said the airline’s Board has set the
management team the challenge of looking at
further new revenue opportunities in the
tourism and travel sectors.
“We are already having success in areas like
business jet interior design and refits, online
sales and industry training,” he said. “We
believe that in the current economic
environment there may be opportunities to
leverage our existing competencies and
financial strength.”

Jet fuel prices will need to stay below
US$140 a barrel in the coming year if Air
New Zealand is to remain profitable,
according to CEO Rob Fyfe. Air NZ is the
country’s largest user of petroleum,
burning 9 million barrels annually, and
costing $1.7 billion this coming year. Fuel
accounted for an extra $300 million of
costs in the 30JUN08 year, compared to
the previous year.

Air NZ CEO Rob Fyfe warns that
proposed capacity increases on the
Tasman will “quickly turn the route into
a bloodbath”.
Likewise, he expects overcapacity in
the domestic N.Z. market will see at
least one or other player exit soon.
He also expects to park up to two B747s
against the fence by the end of the year,
having trimmed capacity and
substituted the four-engined 747s with
smaller, more cost-efficient B777 twin
jets.

Lufthansa has shown formal interest in
taking a  stake in Austrian Airlines by
making an 11th hour offer.

Ryanair has beefed up its campaign against high airfares by releasing one million
seats for travel in SEP and OCT for just EUR1 one way (incl taxes and charges).
The tickets have to be booked on the Ryanair site by 31AUG.
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Paging Dr Ropata
United Airlines and US Airways will cease flying
to Guatemala from 02SEP due to the increase in
fuel and the reduction of demand. This brings the
total of carriers that have canned ops to Guatemala
this year to five. The others were ATA, Interjet
and Aeromexico.

Cathay Pacific Airways has announced
that it will be increasing its fares from
Auckland to Hong Kong, China and Asia as
well as to the UK and Europe, effective
01SEP08, as a result of high oil prices.
Standard return economy class fares to
Hong Kong, China and Asia will rise by $150
with business class fares on these routes
increasing by $450. Return economy class
fares to destinations in the UK and Europe
will rise by $200, with business class fares
rising by $800.

New Delhi’s IGI airport inaugurated its
third runway, at 4430m the longest in
India, last week. It is one of the few
airports in Asia with three operating
runways and the work was completed six
months ahead of schedule.

CRUISING

Toll Holdings booked an annual net loss
for the 30JUN year of A$695 million after
taking into account the adverse effect of
a A$952 million charge related mainly to
the restructure of its investment in airline
Virgin Blue Holdings and a gain on the
sale of rail and ferry operations in New
Zealand.

Last Space on QM2 from LA to AKL
Complete Cruise Solution says space is filling fast
on the Los Angeles to Auckland sector of Queen
Mary 2’s 2009 world cruise.
The 12-night voyage, which departs 10FEB09 and
calls at Hawaii and American Samoa en route to
Auckland, now has only limited interior
staterooms available, while Oceanview and
Balcony staterooms are on waitlist. Fares start
from $3249pp including taxes and charges.

Oceania World Cruises
2009-10 Open for Sale

Cruise Vacations reports that
Oceania Cruises has released its
most diverse cruise collection to
date, with 18 distinct itineraries.
Regatta, Insignia and Nautica will
sail 24 voyages ranging from 10 to
40 days in length and featuring more
than 40 overnight port stays.
Highlights of the 2009-2010 Winter
Collection:
• New 10-day Copper Canyon and

Mexican Riviera itinerary sails
round-trip from Los Angeles

• New 40-day Grand Circle of
South America sails from Buenos
Aires to Rio de Janeiro.

   Coquimbo, Callo, Salaverry,
Manta, Fuerte Amador and
Fortaleza add new spice to our
roster of South American ports.

• 40-day Istanbul to Singapore
voyage includes Israel and Egypt
along with the best of Turkey,
India, Arabia and Asia.
Highlights include 3 days in
Israel, Salalah, Muscat, Abu Dabi
and 3 days in Dubai; 5 days in
India to explore Goa, Bombay
and the Taj Mahal.

• An enhanced Splendors of Down
Under features overnights in both
Sydney and Melbourne.
Overnight calls in Asia include
Hong Kong, Shanghai, Bangkok,
Hanoi, Kyoto, Taipei, Ho Chi
Minh City.

Princess Fly/Cruise Opportunities
Complete Cruise Solution says there is still space
on Princess Cruises’ fly/cruise fares for cruises ex
Sydney this summer.
Itineraries on offer include the South Pacific,
Tasmania, Tropical North Queensland, Asia and
around Australia. Interior, Oceanview and Balcony
categories are available. Prices include: Cruise
aboard sister superliners Dawn Princess or Sun
Princess with return economy class airfares to SYD
from AKL, WLG or CHC, plus return transfers
between the airport and ship on day of embarkation
and disembarkation.
Christmas and New Year departures are available
and filling fast. Fly/cruise fares start from $1795pp
twin share, for an 8-night cruise to Tasmania, up
to $6799 per person for an epic 42-night voyage to
South East Asia and Japan to coincide with Cherry
Blossom season.

Bonus Cruise West
US$1000 Commission

Adventure World announces that agents
can earn up to US$1000 Bonus
Commission with Cruise West. Simply
book the Chairman’s Grand Asia cruise
departing 24NOV08 and earn
US$1000; or the Hidden Treasures of
Japan cruise departing 17MAR,
27MAR or 06APR09 and earn
US$500; lastly book the Legends of the
Pacific, departing 28DEC08 and earn
US$200.  Conditions apply.
For brochures and reservations call
Adventure World on 09-524 5118.

Check Arrivals, Departures via TXT
FlightCHECK, a new txt-based flight checking
service launched this week. New Zealand air
travellers with a cellphone can now txt any arrival
or departure flight number for that day to 8808
and receive instant arrival and departure flight
information - including delays and cancellations.
Texts cost 50 cents.
Web users can also search for flight numbers or
look at all New Zealand airports’ departures and
arrivals online at http://FlightCHECK.co.nz
Unlike other flight checking services,
FlightCHECK can also be used to summon most
flight information in Australia, the Americas, and
a majority of Europe and Asia, so if travellers have
connecting flights outside New Zealand they can
check to see if those connections are on time.
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ACCOMMODATIONMore Oasis of the Seas
Neighbourhoods

In an online presentation, Royal
Caribbean International has revealed
more details of ‘neighbourhoods’
aboard the world’s largest cruise ship,
Oasis of the Seas.
A Pool & Sports Zone will offer four
types of pools with attractions for all
ages, private cabanas, and what
promises to be Royal Caribbean’s most
impressive Solarium with four
cantilevered whirlpools, a bistro and
a late-night dance club. The Sports
Deck in the Pool and Sports Zone will
hold the first zip-line at sea (expected
to be offered at no charge), two
FlowRider surf simulators, a nine-hole
mini-golf course and a sports court.
Other features are a Wipe Out Bar and
the casual Wipe Out Café.
The other neighbourhood unveiled this
week is the Vitality at Sea Spa and
Fitness Center, which will offer new
services and treatments such as
Kinesis group classes, relaxation
rooms and a thermal suite with three
couples’ massage suites and seven
individual treatment rooms, plus a café
for healthy snacks and a dedicated spa
for kids and teens.
The amply equipped Fitness Center
will provide the latest equipment and
classes ranging from kickboxing to
yoga.
General bookings for Oasis of the Seas
open on 03SEP.

Paihia Beach Resort to Re-open
Navigate Oceania’s collection member Paihia Beach Resort &
Spa, Bay of Islands, is set to open its doors again on 14SEP
after an extensive six-month refurbishment.
The property has aimed to recapture the essence of privacy
and elegance whilst expanding its activities to include a new
unique ‘Lifestyle Club’, a first in New Zealand. Also in the
offering are new hot treatment pools combining light therapy,
specialised treatment rooms as well as a revolutionary new Hair
Day Spa.
Guest rooms are being upgraded with superior entertaining areas
with large flat-screen TVs and French oak timber flooring
complete the decor.  Individual balconies now have louvered
shutters and are extended in size to enhance privacy, with patio
space for private massages. On the pool deck guests can relax
in the latest ‘Dedon’ luxury outdoor furniture and day beds.

Awaroa Lodge in Abel Tasman National Park has new
owners. Effective 30AUG08 the new owners will be Barry
& Salina Walters of Tirohanga Group Ltd.

INDUSTRY

New GM for Aspen Queenstown
Gordon Wilson, Chief Executive of the Tanoa Hotel Group
has announced the appointment of Peter Coppens as the
General Manager of Aspen Queenstown effective 18AUG08.
Mr Coppens has had extensive hospitality industry experience
both within NZ and abroad and, with his family, has had an
association with Queenstown for past 30 years both as a
property owner and through his employment. Peter especially
welcomes the opportunity to be part of the Aspen Queenstown
team in such an iconic property in his local neighborhood of
Fernhill.
Aspen Queenstown is owned and operated by Tanoa Hotels
which currently owns and operates six hotels in Fiji, one in
Vanuatu and two hotels here, in Queenstown and Paihia.

The Long Way Down - NZ Premiere
Make a date with the telly and a bowl of
popcorn this coming Sunday!  Remember
to watch Long Way Down on Sky’s
National Geographic Channel (Digital 72)
at 10.30 pm on Sunday 31AUG.
Explore Worldwide and the BBC helped
produce the epic adventure in which Ewan
McGregor and Charley Boorman rode their
BMW motorcycles from Scotland, through
Europe and all the way down Africa to Cape
Town.
This series shares a rare glimpse of life in
Africa as it is, and how these modern day
adventurers raised and donated UNICEF
funds to various projects in Africa.
Long Way Down will inspire you to venture
out, live your dreams and create awesome
adventures of your own whilst making a
difference.
Adventure World recommends combining
similar adventure holidays with Explore’s
worldwide Volunteer programmes in Africa
and beyond.
Call Adventure World on 09-524 5118.

The Latest TATS Specials
See www.tats.co.nz for full details on the
following deals:

Star Cruises Industry Rates
TATS now has industry rates for Star
Cruises ex SIN & HKG.
Prices start from as low as $326pp for a
2-night cruise and $506 pp for a 4-night
cruise, inclusive of Port/Fuel Charges
and based on share twin occupancy.

Plantation Island Resort
Prices for IATA Travel Agents, Hoteliers
& Airline Staff start from $190 for
Garden View Room.
Validity: 15OCT-20DEC08 & 15JAN09-
31MAR09.
Prices for ALL Industry start from $225
for Garden View and can be combined
with Stay/Pay Bonus Offers and Meal
Deal 200.
Validity: to 31MAR09.
All prices are per room per night based
on share twin/single occupancy.

Vanuatu 4-night Packages
Package includes Air Vanuatu Return
Economy fares and 4 nights
accommodation.
Prices start from $629pp share twin,
inclusive of taxes and fuel surcharges.
Eligibility: IATA Travel Agents
Valid for travel to 31DEC08 – some
closeouts apply.
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Garuda Indonesia
Staff Reunion 19SEP08

Calling all ex-staff from Garuda who
worked for the airline 1988-2006.
A reunion is planned for Friday 19SEP in
Auckland to coincide with the 20th

anniversary of the commencement of GA
services to/from AKL. All ex-GA staff are
invited, plus all staff who worked for
Garuda Orient Holidays.
Email alan.wilcock@airnz.co.nz or call
him on Mobile 021 227 5739.

Flight Centre Opens its Biggest
Flight Centre has opened its biggest store in
the UK.  The new flagship store, located on
High Street Kensington in London, is designed
to offer a one-stop travel shop for its customers
and has 20 consultants.
According to the company, the new store is on
the cutting edge of Flight Centre’s business
globally with its two in-house expert retail
teams as well as dedicated Round the World,
First and Business, and Flight Centre Business
Travel teams.
The new store is the first of its kind globally
for the retailer and the company hopes to
replicate the same in other locations in future.
“Flight Centre’s flagship store is situated next
to a Trailfinder’s outlet, which Flight Centre
sees as a main travel retail competitor. By
positioning its new store next to a direct rival,
Flight Centre hopes customers will see them
as the brand which offers the best value for
money on the high street,” stated the company.

Club Med Trade Offer
Club Med is offering travel agents and up to three travel companions a 50% discount off
their land stay at any Club Med resort throughout the Asia Pacific region (excluding Club
Med Bintan Island).  The offer is valid for travel during the months of SEP and OCT08.
The rates, based on Superior, twin share room, per person per night are:
·         Club Med Kani - adult $189.50, child $113.50
·         Club Med Cherating Beach - adult $148.50, child $89
·         Club Med Phuket - adult $133, child $79.50
·         Club Med Lindeman Island - adult $146.50, child $88
·         Club Med Bora Bora - adult $248, child $148.50
·         Club Med La Plantation d’Albion - adult $224.50, child $157
Email moira@clubmed.co.nz for a reservation form.

LAN/Marriott SYD Famil
Marriott International and LAN Airlines
recently took a group of Groups/Conference/
PCO operators to Sydney for the weekend.
While the group checked out the hotels and
airline, they also managed to fit in time for a
Sydney Harbour Bridge Climb. The verdict:
‘Awesome’ and ‘Best thing I have ever done.’

Back row, L to R:  James Fogelberg – The Extra
Mile Company; Jessica Ogg – Ci Events; Carissa
Davies – APEZ Groups; Nicola Bruning – Atlas
Groups; Mark Kerr – Eventi Management
Front Row, L to R: Jo Vanderfeen – House of Travel
Events; Sue Denton – Conference Works;

Meredith Billie – MotivAction.

LATE BREAK

A 78-year-old woman misunderstood
instructions while checking in at Sweden’s
main airport and was whisked down a
baggage chute after she placed herself
instead of her luggage on the belt. She was
quickly swept off to the baggage handling
centre, where staff members helped get her
back on her feet.
AFP reports the woman suffered no serious
injury and caught her flight as planned, but

there is no word on how the bag fared.

Tiger Australia will fly from Adelaide to
Hobart, the Gold Coast, Perth and Alice
Springs, from March next year after setting

up a base in South Australia.

Jobs and hotel investment will be at risk if
Rotorua District Council proceeds with
proposed changes to its rating system, the
Tourism Industry Association New Zealand
(TIA) says.
TIA Policy Manager Simon Wallace
presented TIA’s submission on the council’s
rating review to the council yesterday.
Hotels would be particularly hard hit if the
council changed from a land-based rating
system to capital value, Mr Wallace said.
Some hotels could face rates increases of
more than $100,000 a year, at a time when
the tourism industry was already grappling

with slowing visitor growth and rising costs.


