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TANOA INTERNATIONAL HOTEL

FIJI
Tanoa International is Nadi’s premier hotel, just 3

minutes from the airport. Set in 6 hectares of tropical

gardens it is the only 4 star (AAA rated) hotel in the area.

There is a range of room types, including suites, a pool,

spa, gym, flood-lit tennis, 24 hour airport shuttle and

Nadi’s only 24 hour restaurant.

Our great staff will ensure your clients have a great stay.

TWO
HOLIDAYS
IN SAMOA

TO BE
WON
Click here for details:

www.trainingmodules.travel

Start
increasing

your
product

knowledge
today

HERE NOW!

Thai
Adventure

Experience Page 7

http://www.mediahub.co.nz/showcase.asp?x=imc98puz38ocfauntw8a4t18963h819wwjax0a
http://www.tanoahotels.com/
http://www.trainingmodules.travel
http://www.innovativetravel.co.nz
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NEW ZEALAND

Full Throttle for Labour Weekend
A major new event for car
enthusiasts and motor racing fans has
been announced for this Labour
Weekend.
Full Throttle, sponsored by Manukau
City Council, will feature the
DunlopTarga rally and the Iveco 2008
National Off-Road Racing Final.
Targa is New Zealand’s most unique
car racing event and the national off-
road final will be the biggest off-road
event Auckland has experienced.
Manukau city centre will be a key

focus with $25 million-worth of
Targa cars racing around a street
circuit for the rally prologue.
The other big Full Throttle attraction
is the National Off-Road final, the
southern hemisphere’s fastest off-
road race and featuring New
Zealand’s top drivers. It is being
staged at Colin Dale Park near
Auckland Airport.
Over the weekend all types of classic,
modern and unique vehicles will also
be on show in Manukau city centre.

Flash New Carriages
for Taieri Gorge Railway

Dunedin Scene reports that the first
of 12 revamped carriages has been
rolled out by Taieri Gorge Railway
and will go on show at the Dunedin
Railway Station this week.
The first three of the refurbished
carriages – including a buffet car –
will join the Taieri Gorge fleet in
October. They are part of a half-
million-dollar makeover to boost
capacity for an anticipated surge in
cruise ship visitors next summer.
Originally used by Tranz Scenic on
the Masterton-Wellington run, the
gold-liveried carriages will be
phased in to replace the Taieri Gorge
Railway’s old wooden carriages.

Seasider Success
Prompts Entrepreneur

More tourism businesses are coming
to Palmerston to cater for an increase
in passenger numbers on the Seasider
tourist train, operated there from
Dunedin by the Taieri Gorge Railway.
The Otago Daily Times reports that
new businesses are being planned for
visitors on the trains, which will run
twice weekly OCT08-APR09.  They
are likely to include a craft market
and sheep-shearing demonstrations.
Christchurch entrepreneur David
Cone has been in talks with
Palmerston locals over the past few
months, and is understood to have
sourced two buildings in Palmerston
to house the new tourism activities.

Glacier-fed Hot Pools on West Coast
The first commercial hot pools
complex on the West Coast is taking
shape as two of the three public pools
are installed.
The Glacier Hot Pools is a multi-
million dollar hot pools complex
nestled in Franz Josef ’s native
rainforest.
Phase one of the development will
feature three main hot pools and
three private pools, designed for
family groups or couples. The
Glacier Hot Pools will open in spring
this year.
“We’re making great progress and
we’re on track to open in spring with
six invitingly warm pools, all
surrounded by lush native bush and
fed with pure local glacier water,”
said Kerry Walker, Sales &
Marketing Manager for The Glacier
Hot Pools.
“We aim to offer locals and tourists
an invigorating way to relax in Franz
Josef, and an attraction that will
complement the great range of
activities already available on the
West Coast.
“An evening under the stars,
sheltered by nature’s leafy canopy at
The Glacier Hot Pools, will be a year-
round experience and one people
won’t want to miss,” said Ms Walker.

located in the centre of Franz Josef
township, just off Cron Street. Work
began in DEC07 and the next major
milestone will be the completion of
the main pools and then the
installation of the first private pools.
The Glacier Hot Pools will be
promoted as the perfect way to relax
after travelling, rafting, a heli-hike
on Franz Josef Glacier or an indoor
ice climb at the Hukawai Glacier
Centre.
Phase two will include additional
main and private hot pools.

The pools are being developed by
Ngai Tahu Tourism and Joseph
Developments Limited and are
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Wayne Jones, Operations Manager
of The Glacier Hot Pools, takes a dry
dip in one of the new pools, with a

little snowfall for company.

Grand Pacific Coach Due
The Grand Pacific Tours Ultimate
Touring Coach has just completed a
45-city whirlwind Australian tour,
and is about to be shipped to the
South Island.
The coach has been a hit with the
Australian public and industry alike.
The chance to win a New Zealand
travel voucher also proved to be a
major drawcard for consumers, with
many couples who won booking on
the spot.
GPT says the launch has already
generated a number of bookings for
this season and next.

People were reportedly ‘blown away’
by the A$700,000 coach which has
been configured to take a maximum
20 travellers on a regular 49-seat
coach chassis.
The Ultimate New Zealand
Experience tours commence in
Christchurch and journey to
Dunedin, Fiordland, Te Anau,
Queenstown, Mt Cook, Hanmer
Springs, Nelson, Blenheim and
Kaikoura before returning to
Christchurch.
www.ultimatenewzealand.com.au
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The Value of the V8s
A Hamilton City Council-commissioned visitor
survey shows that the city’s first V8 street race
pumped more money into the region than
expected, visitors left with a better perception
of the city, and most fans plan to return.
The street race generated $28.3 million of new
money into the Waikato, well above the original
$20m forecast. The money went into
accommodation ($7m); food and beverages
($6.8m); merchandise ($2.1m); retail,
entertainment and leisure not at the event
($3.8m); and transport ($2.2m).
A further $6.2 million was spent on buying
goods and services to manage the event.
The survey showed that the event drew 54,450
visitors and almost 40,000 of those people
attended the racing, a mixture of ticket buyers,
corporate or sponsor guests, media, racing team
staff and event crew.
Of all visitors, 92% were from New Zealand
(29% from AKL, 5% from CHC and 4% from
WLG), with the remainder surveyed coming
from Australia.
83 per cent of those surveyed said the V8s were
as good as expected or better, and 84% would
“quite or very likely” return.

Boutique NZ Tours
Luxury operator Green Realm Travel has
released an innovative, new small group luxury
tour product called Boutique New Zealand.
Based on escorting small groups of a maximum
of six people throughout New Zealand, it
includes elite on-land, water and air activities,
along with distinctive cultural experiences and
5 star boutique accommodation.
The tours use a selection of latest European
Mercedes Viano and Volkswagen Caravelle
luxury mini-vans to provide unrivalled  comfort.
There are three tours, a 10-day North Island
tour, and 11-day South Island tour and a 20-
day two-island tour, and Green Realm has
scheduled departures throughout the upcoming
New Zealand summer. They can also offer on-
demand tours.

Ken Ross, the man behind the failed Wings and Wheels over Waikato air show, has been

charged with fraud. The Waikato Times reports that the Commerce Commission will

also file criminal charges under the Fair Trading Act against Ross and his two companies.

The Waikato Corporate Fraud Office alleges Ross made false statements in an airshow

proposal to Hamilton International Airport including that he had a team in place to

organise the show, and that he appeared to be affiliated with the International Council

of Airshows.

The charges also allege Ross attempted to deceive the public in a related brochure by

saying Airshow.co.nz had secured a US-based jet aerobatic team, “when this was not

the case”.

AUSTRALIA

Jenny Aitken Wins TA Job
Tourism Australia (NZ) has appointed Jenny
Aitken as Regional Manager, New Zealand,
following the departure of Vito Anzelmi.
Jenny has significant experience – more than
20 years in the tourism and travel industry in
New Zealand with Avis Budget Group (NZ),
Club Med, Tourism Australia and Harvey
World Travel, among others.
Jenny will be responsible for overseeing and
managing all of Tourism Australia’s activities
in the market, including consumer advertising

and promotions, airlines and State and Territory
Tourism Organisations partnerships and retail
and wholesale industry development.
“Jenny brings a wealth of experience in the
New Zealand market from a consumer and
partnership perspective that will be invaluable
to us in continuing to grow Australia’s most
important inbound tourism market,” says
Frances-Anne Callaghan, TA’s Executive
General Manager Western Hemisphere.
Jenny takes up her new role on Monday 01SEP.

Tourism Queensland’s 2008 Queensland on
Tour national roadshow is under way and last
night the RTO representatives from Gold
Coast, Brisbane, Sunshine Coast, Fraser Coast,
Townsville and Tropical North Queensland
hosted the first of two evening shows in
Auckland for agents and their clients.

The roadshow is also going to Hamilton,
Tauranga, Christchurch and Dunedin between
now and Saturday, to educate and motivate
Kiwis to book a Queensland holiday with their
preferred agent.
Everyone attending also goes into the draw to
win a 5-night Queensland holiday.

Michael Magner (Brisbane Marketing); Vynka Carvill (Tourism Sunshine Coast); Youri Garkavyi
(Townsville Enterprise); Sam Cameron (Gold Coast Tourism); Dion Eade (Tourism Tropical North

Queensland) and Paula Bennet (Fraser Coast South Burnett Regional Tourism Board)

Queensland on Tour in Town
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Melbourne Catches Spring Racing Fever
The Spring Racing Carnival, 01OCT-
19NOV08, is regarded as Australia’s most
glamorous horse-racing and social event.
This is the season when fabulous fashion (and
hats in particular) dazzles at the race track.
World-class racing, champagne and parties
make this an ideal time to visit Melbourne.
The carnival incorporates 80 race meetings
and offers more than A$25 million in prize
money – A$5.65 million for the Melbourne
Cup alone - putting Victoria well and truly
in the international spotlight.
Highlights of the racing calendar include the
highly popular Caulfield Cup which is one
of the lead up races to the Melbourne Cup

and is run at the Caulfield Racecourse on
Saturday 18OCT. Highlights of the day are
the Chadstone Fashion Stakes heats and grand
final, entertainment and music.
The Cox Plate at Moonee Valley (25OCT) is
a chance to see Australia’s and the world’s
best horses compete for glory in the nation’s
weight-for-age championship.
Both Derby Day (01NOV) and the ‘race that
stops two nations’ - the Melbourne Cup
(04NOV) - are run at Flemington Racecourse.
Crown Oaks Day (06NOV) at Flemington
Racecourse is known as the ‘Ladies Day’, and
more recently ‘Blokes Day’, and features the
finals of Myer Fashions on the Field.

Fashion Prediction : ‘Hatinators’ for Carnival
According to Melbourne’s Spring Racing
Carnival organisers, the fashion predictions
for this year include bright citrus colours, like
orange, hot pink, bright yellow and lime
rather then patterns.
Hem lines will vary, but ultra mini dresses
and skirts are not usually worn (women need
to be able to bend down and pick up a glass
of champagne from the lawn without
exposing too much flesh!).
Other hot fashion trends which will be seen
at race tracks this spring are “hatinators” –

sculptured headpieces that are a combination
of a hat and a fascinator; gladiator heels; short
sheath dresses; sheer fabrics; mini tunic and
trapeze dresses; exaggerated shapes such as
voluminous sleeves and big skirts; tiered,
ruffled and flapper-styled dresses and tuxedo-
style pant suits.
What’s out in the fashion stakes this year
includes: tailored skirt suits; wide-brimmed
hats; feathered fascinators; stockings; gloves;
matching dress and jacket ensembles and
court shoes.

A brand new Myer Fashions of the Field enclosure, closer to the Birdcage, will

offer better viewing and feature a new catwalk. Fashions on the Field titles are

as hotly contested as the racing with Flemington this year offering a record

A$350,000 prize pool. Competition categories include kids’ fashion, menswear,

milliners and an invitation-only design award.

Gold Coast Push for CommGames
Queensland Premier Anna Bligh has declared she
will lead the push to bring the 2018
Commonwealth Games to her Gold Coast home
town.
The GC Bulletin says the Gold Coast will undergo
a billion-dollar transformation in the attempt to
secure the Games and high on the list will be the
development of a light rail system. The state is
looking at a public/private partnership to get the
first stage of the A$1.67 billion Gold Coast Rapid
Transit project, a link from Griffith University to
Broadbeach, under way with construction
expected to start in 2010.
The system would eventually link Helensvale in
the north to the university and the centres of
Southport, Surfers Paradise, Broadbeach, the Gold
Coast Airport, and ultimately to Coolangatta town
centre.
Footnote: The next CommGames will be held in
Delhi, and Glasgow will host the 2014 Games.

Wet ‘n’ Wild Aussie World
Village Roadshow last week lodged a
development application to build a new water
park on the Sunshine Coast, ahead of another
consortium which is planning to build a A$110
million water park at Caloundra.
The A$70 million Wet ‘n’ Wild Aussie World
will aim to repeat the success of the company’s
water theme park with the same name on the
Gold Coast.
Village has bought the 23ha Aussie World
property which houses the Ettamogah Pub and
plans to build a ‘rustic’ world-class water park
on the site, subject to council approvals.
Village says the Aussie World water park would
feature 13 major rides and slides dubbed ‘the
world’s biggest and best’, including a Tornado
Bowl Slide and a Behemoth Bowl, Australia’s
first all-weather, year-round water fun ride in
the 8000sq m indoor Billabong, a large wave
pool, rapid river area and large children’s area
with a tipping water bucket.
There also are plans for later expansion —
Stage 2 will see the children’s area covered for
year-round use and would double as a function
area.
Wet ‘n’ Wild Aussie World is initially hoping
to attract 550,000 guests a year and eventually
aims to be one of the top 10 water parks in the
world with 850,000 guests a year.

Rottnest Eco Adventures
A 12.5m Naiad Eco-Tourer, the Parakeet Bay
Express, has recently been delivered to
Fremantle for use by Rottnest Express, who
are forging ahead in the eco-tourism field
with groundbreaking Eco Adventure Tours
around and off Rottnest Island.
The Naiad has been custom built for this type
of exploration and revolutionises the way
tourists experience nature.
The craft offers covered open-air seating,
which gives close interaction with nature. Its
tiered forward facing seating creates an all
round view for everyone on board.
www.rottnestexpress.com.au/ecoexpress.htm

Sydney is the only Australian city to

make it onto the International

Monopoly board.  NSW State Premier

Maurice Iemma is quoted as saying:

“Eat your heart out Melbourne ...

nowhere to be found.”
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SOUTH PACIFIC

Edgewater Resort & Spa, Travel
Agent Competition Winner

The Edgewater Resort & Spa recently ran a travel
agent competition for bookings made in JUN/JUL for
travel through to 31MAR09.
 NZ Marketing Manager, Laura Wadsworth reports
that there were a large number of entries and would
like to thank all agents who sent their booking details
through. However, there can only be one winner, and
the successful entrant was Claire Jones, from Air NZ
Holidays Call Centre Package Team. Claire won two
tickets to Rarotonga,  7 nights at The Edgewater Resort
& Spa in a Beachfront Deluxe Suite, return airport
transfers  and two tickets to the famous Tue or Sat
Island Night buffet and show.

Pool Villa Bures at Vatulele
Vatulele Island Resort, which is to be
formally re-launched as a Six Senses
Hideaway towards the end of this year, has
introduced new luxury pool villa bures. They
each feature a private pool measuring 8m x
2.5m with vistas toward the ocean. All bures
at Vatulele, including the air-conditioning
pool villas, will feature new furnishings and
fabrics, flat screen TV, DVD player, sound
system, telephone and a well-stocked private
wine fridge.

Car Rental Booths for Faleolo
Samoa Airports Authority has reached
agreement with Discovery Rentals and
Samoana Rentals for the establishment of
rental car services booths at Faleolo
International Airport.
The Moodie Report says the airport expects that
all facilities for the rental car businesses will
be operational next month.

Air Pacific last week inaugurated twice-

weekly ATR42-500 services between

Suva and Funafuti, Tuvalu .

Sonaisali Island Resort has a new General Manager. John Grocock joins the Fiji resort

after time as CEO for a $200m resort development in Noosa. This followed a

successful career which has seen him as general manager of, among others,

Worldmark Resort on Denarau Island, Holiday Inn Suva, Le Lagon Vanuatu, and South

Molle Island Resort in the Whitsundays.

FJ Reaps Millions from Online Sales
Air Pacific’s Executive General Manager
Marketing Mark Siladi told delegates at last
week’s Fiji Tourism Forum at the Sofitel Resort
and Spa in Nadi that the airline had in the last
12 months not only doubled, but almost tripled
its online business.
Fiji Times Online quotes him as saying “We
have invested approximately $500,000 in our
website. We have taken our monthly revenue
from the website from less than two million
Fijian dollars per month to just under $FJ 4.5m.
“A lot of money to invest, but let’s look at what
we have saved. It costs us three times as much
to sell a seat through a travel agent or
wholesaler than it does via our website.”

ASIA

Dengue Cases on Rarotonga
Tuatua Tika last week reported that dengue
fever cases on Rarotonga had reached seven
and quoted the Ministry of Health director as
saying the hospital had clinically diagnosed one
of the victims as having type 4 dengue, which
was the hemorrhagic variety. This was
extremely dangerous and if it was not possible
to stop the bleeding the patient would die. He
said six people died of type 4 in the last
epidemic in the 1970s.
Locals are being urged to clear their properties
of mosquito breeding areas in an effort to stop
the disease from spreading.
The report says dengue almost always enters
the Cook Islands from other Pacific countries
like Fiji, Samoa and Tahiti where the disease
is endemic. Doctors and public health officials
say the best defence is for people to use
mosquito repellents on the exposed parts of
their bodies.

Michelin Eyes Hong Kong
The South China Morning Post reports that top
food guide Michelin is believed to have sent
its inspectors on a series of anonymous visits
to restaurants and hotels in Hong Kong to
produce a new version of the gourmet bible.
Michelin has produced guides covering 22
countries plus cities such as New York and Las
Vegas.
Many Hong Kong restaurants specialising in
Chinese cuisine have reportedly expressed
concern that inspectors would judge their local
specialties by European standards, but they
may be fretting unnecessarily. Last year,
Michelin published its first guide to Tokyo -
awarding it 191 stars - more stars than any other
city. Eight restaurants received three stars, 25
two stars, and 117 one star.

China’s Newest Airport
China’s newest airport has opened in the
country’s northeast. Servicing the scenic forest
and ski resort of Changbai Mountain, in the
border area between China and the North
Korea. Skiing is possible there from late
October to June, and it has hosted international
skiing events and tourism festivals.
The People’s Daily Online reports that
construction of Changbai Mountain Airport
began in mid-2006 and it is expected to handle
540,000 pax annually by 2015. The airport will
handle direct flights from Beijing, Shanghai,
Dalian, Shenyang, Qingdao and Nanjing.
We’ve tried to identify its 3-letter code without
success, but if you can track it down, email
TravelMemo and we’ll let everyone know.
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Discovery Airpass

AUCKLAND
Level 14, 120 Albert St
P O Box 6247, Wellesley St
AUCKLAND
PH: 9 969 7600  FX: 9 969 7619
bangkokair@airlinemarketing.co.nz

**Please note** some routes may operate on a seasonal basis only

Singapore

Myanmar

China

Phuket

Phnom Penh

Bangkok

Chiang Mai

Utapao
(Pattaya)

Trat

Krabi

Guilin

Sukhothai

Thailand

Yangon

Shenzhen

Vientiane

Hanoi

Luang Prabang

Pakse

Kunming

Koh Samui

Cambodia

Hong Kong

Kuala Lumpur

Fares 
Levels apply per sector & exclude all 

taxes, surcharges & service fees
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Indian Ocean

Maldives

Male

Japan

Hiroshima

Sea of Japan

PG and FT

Bangkok Airways Airport

Capital City

Serviced by PG/FT &/or QV

Serviced by QV only

Bangkok Airways (PG) only

Siem Reap Airways (FT) only

Lao Airlines (QV) only

Travel in one direction only

Future Route

Current Route 
not available on Airpass

Direct flights between the 

following points are NOT 
PERMITTED on the Airpass:

CNX - USM

REP - USM

BKK- Japan (HIJ/FUK) v.v.

Oudomxay

Xieng Khouang

Ho Chi Minh City

Fukuoka

PKZ REP/PNH v.v.us$55

Domestic Travel
Exceptions apply (see below)us$60

Domestic Travel
BKK-USM, VTE/LPQ PKZ us$75

International Travel
Exceptions apply (see below)us$100

International Travel
BKK-XIY, BKK-MLE v.v.us$160

Siem Reap (Angkor)

CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD THIS FLYERRomance of Rajasthan from Le Passage to India
Le Passage to India is currently offering a special guaranteed
departure Romance of Rajasthan tour package with ten
departures OCT08-MAR09. Agents can sell single pax or
couples into these tours, which have a maximum party of 12,
and take advantage of a fully escorted tour group ex New
Delhi.
The 13-night tour takes in Jaipur, Pushkar, Jodhpur, Rohet,
Ranakpur, Udaipur, Shahpura, Ranthambore and Agra.
Tour costs include 13 nights’ accommodation on a Bed &
Breakfast basis in all hotels except in Ranthambore, where
all meals are included; Services of English speaking guide
for all sightseeing tours & excursions as per the itinerary; an
Elephant failing Jeep ride at Amber Fort in Jaipur; Bishnoi
Village Safari in Rohetgarh; Horse ride in Rohetgarh;
Common & shared boat ride on Lake Pichola in Udaipur;
Three Game Safaris in the park in Ranthambore; All prevailing
taxes like Luxury tax in all hotels and Expenditure tax
wherever applicable; All transfers to or from hotels, city tours,
excursions, drives by air-conditioned transportation;
Mandatory Government Service Tax as applicable plus Inter
state road tax, toll tax, driver’s allowance, parking etc.
Click here to download the Itinerary and Terms &
Conditions
Le Passage to India’s position as arguably India’s foremost
DMC was recognized by the Indian Tourism Ministry earlier
this year when it was awarded the top prize for an inbound
tour operator for 2006-07.
Le Passage to India (www.lepassagetoindia.com) can offer
the trade FITs, Groups and Incentives, and proudly handled
the prestigious Asteron Incentive group from New Zealand
in April.  Its latest offering is LUXE INDIA which showcases
India’s top rated Palace hotels with all the bells and whistles
of a total personalized Concierge service. www.luxeindia.in
Jai SenGupta - Le Passages’ Marketing Representative for
NZ - is available 24/7 for any enquiries, bookings , training
on product etc. Email jarz@xtra.co.nz or call 09-627 8177 or
021-534599.

Fun for all the Family in Hong Kong
Cathay Pacific is offering special Hong Kong
packages through bonded travel agents which
include accommodation and return airfares and
a free Hong Kong Disneyland ticket from just
$1579 adult on a share twin basis and $826 for
an accompanying child for a four night stay.
The packages are available for departures
between 01SEP and 20NOV08 and include the
September school holiday period.
The $1579 package is based on accommodation
at the City View Hotel, in Kowloon, Hong Kong.
For families who want the complete Mickey
Mouse experience, an accommodation option
using the Disneyland Hollywood Hotel is
available from $1799 adult and $626 for
children. During school holidays the rate would
be $2365 per adult but still just $826 per child.
All tickets for this package must be purchased
by 15SEP.
Cathay Pacific is also offering an airfare-only
option to Hong Kong of $1771, including airport
and Government taxes for adults, and $821 for
children. All passengers on this fare are also
eligible for a free Hong Kong Disneyland ticket.
Again tickets must be purchased by 15SEP.

La Flora Patong
Marianne Mannering at Classic Asia is
promoting La Flora Patong, the new boutique
beachfront property on Patong, which she says
is quite stunning.
“New beachfront properties on Patong are few
and far between so it is great to have a new one
of this quality to offer.  I did a site inspection in
June when they were still putting finishing
touches to the resort and was very impressed.”
Click Here to download the flyer.
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Thai

www.thailand.net.au

Our website  makes it so easy to sell to Thailand

and to answer all your clients’ questions

Experience

Thailand offers many soft adventures in diverse and

unique settings. Trekking or mountain-biking through hill

country, jungle rafting or taking an elephant safari,

kayaking or rock-climbing in Krabi, or bird-watching in

Thailand’s myriad national parks, there are fascinating and

exciting choices for those with an adventurous spirit.

TOURISM AUTHORITY OF THAILAND

IS REPRESENTED IN NEW ZEALAND

BY FRANCIS TRAVEL MARKETING

DX: CX10152,  Tel 09-444-2298,

enquiries@francistravelmarketing.co.nz

Adventure
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Represented in New Zealand by Discover the World Marketing
T : 09-623 4293  DX : EP82525  E : info@discovertheworld.co.nz

GDS Code: HY

Every eligible dollar spent at Hyatt
earns valuable Hyatt Gold Passport points

Hyatt Hotels & Resorts
North America & The Caribbean

Hyatt Regency Hotels feature classic, contemporary design and

unparalleled business accommodation in leading business and

group destinations. They offer extensive meeting facilities,

innovative guestroom designs, fully-equipped fitness centres,

exceptional restaurants and bars, and Regency Clubs.

H  O  T  E  L  S

STYLISH.   THOUGHTFUL.   SAVVY.

THE AMERICAS

China Incentivises Tibet Travel
Xinhuanet.com reports that travel
agencies will get local government
bonuses for taking more tour groups to
Lhasa. The Lhasa City Tourism Bureau
says the city government has set aside
one million yuan in hopes of reviving
the tourism market, which was
devastated after the March riot in the
Tibetan capital.

agency can get 50,000 yuan for
organising a charter flight with at least
100 overseas tourists. An agency can get
the same incentive for a 600-person train
tour.  The same reward will be paid to
agencies that bring in 1,000-2,000
foreign tourists this year.
Foreign tourist arrivals of more than
2,000 this year will yield a double
reward for an agency.Under the plan, valid to 30DEC, a travel

Car Rental in U.S.
from NZ$58 a Day

Specialist rental car operator
globalCARS is offering cars in Los
Angeles, New York and San Francisco
from NZ$58 a day for bookings made
by 30SEP08.
Long term rentals of more than 56
days attract a further 5% discount and
rentals can be for any period up until
31MAR09.
The fully inclusive rates cover zero
excess, unlimited kilometres, airport
fees and other taxes and no drop-off
charges in California.
globalCARS also provides customers
with free ski racks during the ski
season from 01JAN to 31MAR for
rentals in California, Colorado, New
Mexico, Nevada, Utah and Idaho.
Rates range between NZ$68 and
NZ$82 per day.
For more details call 0800 450 403 or
visit www.globalCARS.co.nz

Kumuka Offers Rio Carnival
Kumuka Worldwide has launched a Rio
Carnival 2009 six-night package 20–
25FEB09, with accommodation in a
three-star hotel one block back from the
famous Flamengo Beach. It is one
minute away from the nearest subway
station and a 10-minute taxi ride to the
Sambradrome, and has a pool, gym and
restaurant. Rooms have air con, TV,
minibar and safe.
The six-day Rio Carnival package is
priced from NZ$945pp twin share,
including buffet breakfast. Kumuka can
also offer three half-day guided tour
options from the hotel.
Carnival tickets can be arranged
separately upon request, and range from
NZ$75 to NZ$1,005 per person
dependent on the seating section
selected.
Brochures from Travel Marketing,
www.brochurenet.co.nz and visit
www.kumuka.com/agents

TIA Lobbies Obama, McCain
The US Travel Industry Association  lobby
group is to take out full-page newspaper
ads during both national political
conventions in a bid to pressure the
leading presidential candidates into
addressing travel policy.
The ads run this week in newspapers in
Orlando and Las Vegas — two tourism-
dominated cities in swing states that could
tip the presidential election.
The group said it would also run another
series of three ads timed to the Republican
convention in St. Paul, Minn. Officials
said total spending on the campaign will
approach US$500,000.
The first ad calls on Barack Obama to
outline plans addressing everything from
“unnecessary waiting lines at airports” to
“marketing the U.S. as a premier
destination.”
“Today’s deteriorating air-travel system,
skyrocketing fuel prices and poorly
communicated security policies are
deterring domestic and international
inbound travel and costing the U.S.
billions of dollars,” Travel Industry
Association President Roger Dow said in
a prepared statement. “It is time for
presidential leadership on these critical
issues.”

Qantas and British Airways advise that,
effective for sale from Monday
01SEP08, Mexicana (MX) will be
included on the Global Explorer Fares.
Your GDS and www.qantas.co.nz/
agents  will be updated with full details.
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This Week’s Featured Hyatt
Hyatt Regency Vancouver

Freshly updated to reflect the excitement and vibrancy of

this city, Hyatt Regency Vancouver is located downtown on
Burrard Street, just moments from shops and entertainment.

The Four-Diamond hotel boasts spacious guestrooms with
breathtaking floor-to-ceiling views and one king or two

double signature Hyatt Grand Beds™, fitted with down
duvets over plush pillow top mattresses. There’s a generous
work desk with enhanced lighting, a 32-inch wall-mounted

LCD TV with cable and video on demand and high-speed
Internet access, and  a safe for valuables. The bathrooms are
finished in natural slate, and many rooms offer balconies.
Your clients can earn Hyatt Gold Passport points for every

eligible dollar spent at the Hyatt Regency Vancouver

www.hyatt.com

AFRICA / MID EAST

Escorted Egypt in ‘Innovative’ Style
Innovative Travel has announced a new escorted tour for
Egypt.  Egypt in Style, an 8-day escorted tour taking in Cairo,
Luxor and a 4-day Deluxe Nile cruise, also debuts with an
introductory saving of $200pp.  When clients book & pay
by 01DEC08 the new tour is priced from $2099pp share
twin, valid for selected departures in JAN/FEB/MAR/
APR09 and includes all transfers, transport by a/c vehicles,
domestic flights Cairo/Luxor & Aswan/Cairo, deluxe hotels/
cruise accommodation, daily breakfast & all meals on cruise,
sightseeing & entrance fees, professional English speaking
guides.
Call 0508 100111 or email: info@innovativetravel.co.nz

Stay/Pay Safari
In South Africa’s Eastern Cape region, and
along the scenic Garden Route, Kariega
Private Game Reserve is malaria free, and
home to the Big Five, with golden sandy
beaches just 15 minutes away.  World
Journeys has a Stay 4/Pay 3 deal at
Kariega’s Ukhozi Lodge (above) and River
Lodge, each of which accommodates just
20 people in 10 luxury suites.  Offer valid
for stays OCT/NOV/DEC08, subject to
availability.  Contact World Journeys.

Stay/Pay Cape Town
Just 15 minutes from Cape Town in
Constantia, the 5-star Cellars-Hohenort is
a member of Relais & Chateaux, with 53
luxury rooms and suites in an historic
manor house.  Features include vast
gardens, swimming pools and the
magnificently restored 18th Century
Klaasenbosch wine cellars.  World
Journeys has a Stay 4/Pay 3 offer on stays
until 14DEC08, subject to availability.
Call 09-360 7311.

EUROPE

A Homecoming to The Fringe
The Edinburgh Festival Fringe has revealed that
it is encouraging performers who have appeared
at the world’s biggest arts festival to ‘come home’
and join in Scotland’s first ever-nationwide
Homecoming celebrations next year.
This could include the likes of Stephen Fry, Hugh
Laurie, the Foo Fighters, Razorlight, Jude Law,
Christian Slater, Emma Thompson, Ricky Gervais,

David Schwimmer, Rachel Weisz and Hugh Grant
– who have all appeared in past Fringe line-ups.
Homecoming Scotland 2009 will be a year long
celebration of Scottish culture, heritage and some
of the many great contributions Scotland has given
the world.
It marks the 250th anniversary of Scotland’s
national poet, Robert Burns.

Twenty20 in England
Next Summer

The ICC World Twenty20 2009 cricket
tournament will be held in England next
June. Twelve international teams will
play in the competition next year, at
three venues – Lord’s in north London,
Trent Bridge in Nottingham and The
Oval in south London. Lord’s, known
as the Home of Cricket, will host the
opening game on 05JUN09.
A key feature of the 2009 event is that
the majority of match days will include
two games, showcasing four different
teams. This double-header format
allows spectators to watch two games
for the price of one match-day ticket.
There will also be a women’s
tournament: eight international teams
will play their first-round matches at
Taunton in Somerset and the semi-finals
at Trent Bridge and The Oval. On
21JUN, both competitions will be
decided with the women’s and the men’s
finals played at Lord’s.
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Settings for The Duchess
The Duchess, a new film released later this
year, stars Keira Knightly as Georgiana,
Duchess of Devonshire, Ralph Feinnes as the
Duke of Devonshire, Charlotte Rampling as
Lady Spencer – and two English stately homes
as themselves.
Georgiana Cavendish, Duchess of Devonshire
was born in 1757 as Lady Georgiana Spencer.
She was a fashion icon of her day, a celebrated
beauty and a socialite. She was also an active
political campaigner a century before women’s
suffrage. The film based on her life features
two key locations in England’s Peak District,
both open to visitors.

Kedleston Hall is a neo-classical 18th-century
mansion designed by Robert Adam and set in

330 hectares of landscaped gardens and open
parkland. Visitors to the house’s state rooms
can see the original collections of paintings and
sculpture. An exhibition about the filming of
The Duchess goes on show from this month.

Chatsworth House (above) is the home of the
Duke and Duchess of Devonshire, where
Georgiana lived following her marriage to the
5th Duke. The house has one of Europe’s finest
private art collections and is open between
MAR and OCT and 01NOV to 23DEC. An
exhibition about Georgiana and her life is
scheduled for 2009.

AVIATION

The Fourth Plinth
The plinth in the north-west corner of Trafalgar
Square was intended to hold an equestrian
statue of William IV, but when funds ran out,
it remained empty.
Since 1998, however, it has been used to
display specially commissioned pieces of art,
and will eventually be permanently surmounted
by an equestrian statue of Queen Elizabeth II.
The next art piece scheduled for display, One
and Other, will see the plinth occupied round

the clock for 100 consecutive days by members
of the public who have volunteered to stand
on it for an hour at a time. Over this period
2,400 people will be able to participate.
After that, Nelson’s Ship in a Bottle, a scale
replica of HMS Victory in a giant glass
bottle, with sails made of patterned textiles
commonly associated with Africa and bought
from Brixton market in London, will be
displayed.

Yield, Load Factors Lift
Air New Zealand has enjoyed a 2.7 percentage
point rise in load factors across its long haul
services in JUL08 from a year ago.
Flights to Asia, Japan and the UK had a load
factor of 87.7% and flights to North America
and the UK had a load factor of 90.5%. The
airline said school holiday travel helped boost
long haul load factors in the month.
Overall the group load factor rose 1.1
percentage points in July compared to the same
month last year.
On the Tasman and Pacific routes the load
factor fell 2.6 points to 76.9%, and overall, Air
New Zealand’s short haul passenger load factor
decreased 1.1 percentage points to 77.35.
Domestic services were 78.1% full, up 1.8
percentage points.
Groupwide yields for the year were up 7.7%
on JUL07.
Again the biggest gains were on long haul
routes where the annual yield was up 11.5 per
cent compared to 6.3 per cent on short haul
routes.

American Airlines has begun offering its
“Gogo” full in-flight broadband internet
access on long-haul domestic flights,
making American the first U.S. airline to
do so.
Pax on B767-200 aircraft can pay US$12.95
for Internet access on nonstop flights
between New York and San Francisco,
New York and Los Angeles, and New York
and Miami.

International Airport Status
Planned for Avalon

Victoria’s Opposition is promoting a plan to
develop the state’s second international airport
at Avalon, between Geelong and Melbourne.
Their aim is to see Avalon become an
international-class airport with a hotel and
retail precinct.
Liberal leader Ted Baillieu estimates that a new
international terminal at Avalon would attract
about 2 million passengers a year, create about
400 jobs and provide hundreds of millions of
dollars in tourism and other benefits to
Melbourne, Geelong, the Bellarine Peninsula
and the Surf Coast.
He says Queensland has three international
airports, and Victoria needs a second
“international gateway”.
The Federal Government, which owns the land
through the Defence Department, in June
rejected a proposal from Linfox to build an
8000-square-metre, A$30 million international
terminal at Avalon.
A spokesman for Defence Minister Joel
Fitzgibbon declined to say why the proposal
had been rejected, but said the Federal
Government had no objection in principle to
an international terminal at Avalon.

ABTN reports that Air Asia X will
connect Melbourne, Perth, Gold Coast
and Hangzhou, which it labels as
Shanghai, with London-Stansted via
Kuala Lumpur from next northern
spring. That’s when its 6pw A340 non-
stop flights to the UK begin.
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V Australia vs IATA Rules
IATA – the International Air Transport
Association – has reportedly told Virgin Blue
that it cannot sell tickets for its longhaul
offshoot V Australia through the BSP system,
despite the fact the carrier is due to begin
transpacific operations in less than 12 weeks.
The IATA Billing and Settlement Plan rules
mean that V Australia has to obtain its air
operator’s certificate (AOC) before it can use
the BSP.
The move means V Australia cannot sell tickets
at travel agents in Australia and other parts of
the world, even though a deal with another
settlement system, ARC, means it can do so in
the US.
This is despite the fact it has government
permission on both sides of the Pacific to sell
seats.
IATA director general Giovanni Bisignani says
an accounting code can only be supplied to
airlines with an AOC and could be changed
only if member airlines agreed to do so.
One of the reasons the rules were in place was
to protect IATA if an airline sold tickets but
then failed to get its AOC, he said. In that case
IATA could end up wearing the cost.
“When you handle $US340 billion, the rules
of the game must be followed very strictly,”
he said.
“This is something Virgin Blue, and any other
airline, must understand.”

Qantas will ‘Inevitably’ Merge
Outgoing Qantas CEO Geoff Dixon says the
airline will inevitably merge with another
major carrier and it will be sooner rather than
later. He told ABC Radio that he believed the
resulting airline would not be much different
to what exists now.
Qantas would always be Australian and would
always have the great majority of its jobs and
its business in Australia, he said.
“It doesn’t mean the kangaroo will go. It
doesn’t mean the brand will go. It will be
probably very similar to what it is now. People
have got to understand that this will happen.”
Mr Dixon said Qantas was the world’s 10th
largest airline which was amazing considering
Australia was the world’s 54th biggest country.
“But we still are not big enough in five to 10
years to do it on our own.”

British Airways is to step up its service
from 4pw to daily between London-
Heathrow and Buenos Aires via Sao
Paulo from 26OCT. At the same time BA
will introduce a 3pw non-stop operation
to Rio de Janeiro, a service which
previously went via SAO.
BA will operate B747s in a four-class
layout on the SAO/BUE flights, whilst on
RIO a smaller B777 will be used, fitted
with Club World and World Traveller.

Garuda Indonesia is reportedly bidding to join the SkyTeam global alliance and has
been building links with other airlines who are already full members in anticipation of
acceptance.   Whilst still subject to an EC ban, Garuda has already established close
links with Singapore Airlines, Turkish Airlines and Korean Air, with whom it code shares.

UA Charging US$9 for Snacks
United Airlines has sent a memo to its flights
attendants saying it will no longer offer
customers complimentary cookies and pretzels
on certain flights and will expand its selection
of snacks for purchase on flights lasting about
two to three hours, effective 02SEP, following
testing in select markets.
In October, the airline will raise prices of its
snack boxes on longer flights. Shelf-stable
items will see prices rise a dollar to US$6,
while fresh items will go up from US$7 to
US$$9.
The changes won’t apply to customers
travelling in first class, and those in business
class will receive free beverages but will pay
for snack items.
The buy-on-board offering will also replace
free meals on most flights to Europe.
UA will also adjust its flight attendant staffing
to the minimum level required by the Federal
Aviation Administration.

The first Qantas A380 took to the air in
Hamburg for the first time, painted up in its
new Qantas livery. It will be delivered from
Toulouse to Sydney on Sunday 21SEP and will
initially operate from 24OCT two return
services each week between Australia and
Los Angeles - one from Melbourne and one
from Sydney. 
The airline expects to receive three A380s by
the end of the year and has a total of 20 on
order.  This first plane will initially operate
from 24OCT two return services each week
between Australia and Los Angeles - one from
Melbourne and one from Sydney. 

CRUISING

Six Vie for Alaska Concessions
Six cruise lines have submitted proposals in response to a
prospectus under which multiple concession contracts may be
awarded for the operation of cruise ship services within Glacier
Bay National Park. The contracts will include the initial allocation
of a limited number of vessel use days in Glacier Bay during June
through August of each year of the contract term between 2010
and 2019.
Proposals were received from Compagnie Des Iles Du Ponant;
Holland America Line, Disney Cruise Line, Norwegian Cruise
Line, Princess Cruise Lines and Cruise West.

Orient Lines has an-
nounced that the 650-
pax Marco Polo II (ex
Maxim Gorkiy) will be-
gin luxury-expedition-
class cruises in APR09
from Barcelona. Ori-
ent Lines plans to
spend “multi-million
dollars” bringing the
vessel up to 2010
SOLAS standards.
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JUST CRUISING ....

Canada & New England  Cruises   from $899*

Caribbean Cruises   from US$299*

Grand Asia Cruises   from US$749*

Australia & NZ Cruises   from US$999*

Panama Canal Cruises   from US$1299*

THIS WEEK’S 5-DAY FLASH SPECIALS

Tel: 09-444 2298

Fax:09-442 4228

CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITECLICK HERE TO VIEW OUR NEW-LOOK WEBSITE

* plus applicable fuel supplement

CHRISTMAS CRUISING  +  SYDNEY FOR NEW YEAR
Departing Auckland 19DEC08    Arriving Sydney 05JAN09

17 Nights from only

per person twin share in an Inside Stateroom
NZ$2099

ms Volendam

Upgrade to an Oceanview
Stateroom for an extra

$360pp

CLICK HERE FOR THE FLYER

Huge River Cruising Choices for 2009
Beyond Travel has released its 2009
“Waterways & Beyond” brochure,
which offers a choice of 19 itineraries
in more than 15 countries with 18
vessels operating over 400 departures
along 10 of the most popular rivers and
waterways in Russia, Western and
Eastern Europe and China.
Marketing manager Bryce Crampton
said that the wider program offered the
best choice of river cruising holidays
available.
“The popularity of river cruising has
seen the emergence of many repeat
travellers looking for new options,” he
adds.
Brand new to this year’s Western
Europe river cruising season is the
Viking Legend. This first class vessel
has 98 cabins with French balconies
and will operate cruises from

Amsterdam to Budapest and vice versa
for 15 days, with prices starting from
NZ$5030pp.
For Russian itineraries, the newly
refurbished Viking Kirov and Viking
Surkov will run 25 voyages in the region
MAY-OCT09.
Beyond Travel also has exclusive pre- and
post-cruise packages in Hong Kong, the
Baltic States, Prague, Transylvania and
many more regions.
Earlybird specials for Viking River
cruises have just been released, save up
to NZ$3290 per couple if booked and paid
by 30SEP08. Discounts are available on
a range of vessels and departures for
cruises in China, selected ships in Russia
and Eastern and Western Europe.
Past passengers who have booked a
Viking River cruise with Beyond Travel
also receive further discounts.

Peregrine has Antarctica, High Arctic Covered
Peregrine has just released its 2009/10 brochures for
the Polar Regions.  There are three in total:   Peregrine
Antarctica & The High Arctic 2009-10; Peregrine
Icebreaker Adventures 2009; and Peregrine The High
Arctic 2009.
Ten Peregrine voyages are scheduled out of Ushuaia,
ranging from the 10-night Antarctic Explorer through
to the 24-night Antarctica, South Georgia and the
Falkland Islands expeditions.  All trips are on the
Peregrine Mariner or the Peregrine Voyager, 105-
and 110-pax ships which are the newest and most
stable of the expedition ships heading to Antarctica.
These ships are equipped with the latest safety
equipment and the versatility to access extremely
remote regions of Antarctica.
The ships are equipped with enough Zodiacs so that
all passengers can land at the same time and Peregrine
offers two or three shore landings per day.
Peregrine says clients need to book well in advance,
as the 2009-10 season started well with a single group
of 17 passengers already booking through a
Wellington agent.

The Peregrine Icebreaker Adventures brochure
features three new expeditions for 2009 on the
Kapitan Khlebnikov  - Emperor Penguins of Snow
Hill Island, Snow Hill and South Georgia and the 31-
night ‘Epic Antarctica’ from Ushuaia to Christchurch,
via the Phantom Coast & Ross Sea.  The High Arctic
brochure has six voyages on offer for the Arctic
season.  Most centre around the Scandinavian Arctic
(Spitsbergen  / Svalbard / Greenland / Iceland) and
include a 15-night voyage from Iceland round the
south of Greenland and into the Canadian Arctic via
Baffin Island.  The final voyage for the year is through
the fabled North West Passage from Canada into the
Beaufort Sea and return.
Peregrine’s Icebreaker Adventures brochure features
expeditions to the North Pole, from Murmansk, Russia
aboard 50 Years of Victory, the most powerful
icebreaker in the world. The other three Arctic
expeditions, in the Canadian Arctic, utilise the
Kapitan Khlebnikov.
Call 0800 448 086.

http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://francistravelmarketing.cruisefactory.net/pdf/169132/Christmas%20New%20Year%20Cruise%202008.pdf?PHPSESSID=9136422e0d6656a4b5d74d0427c04676
http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
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Travel

PEARL’S  PEARLER

The two main emotions on a plane are boredom and terror

Africa to Patagonia
World Journeys is promoting a
small-ship luxury cruise from
Casablanca to Ushuaia following
the Trade Winds on the route
traversed by early explorers down
the west coast of Africa, across the
Atlantic and down the east coast of
South America.
Departing 11NOV09, highlights
include the dunes of the Western
Sahara, the Cape Verde islands,
Brazil’s most spectacular rail
journey to the lovely town of
Curitiba, and the wildlife-rich
Falkland Islands.
Priced from $15,620pp share twin,
this 30-night cruise includes all
meals, open bar, a full program of
excursions, trip director and port
taxes.  Contact World Journeys.

Quark Expeditions
Bookings

All Quark Expeditions can now be
booked through Peregrine
Adventures, via the Agent website
www.peregrineadventures.com or
through the reservations team on
0800 448 086.  As a specialist
operator of Polar voyages since
1996, Peregrine can offer assistance
in booking and advice for your
clients considering a voyage to
Antarctica or the High Arctic.
Peregrine says it has an entire
department dedicated just to Polar
Journeys.

ACCOMMODATION INDUSTRY

More Best Westerns in NZ
Best Western Australasia has acquired two new
four star properties in New Zealand; the Best
Western Hygate Motor Lodge in Hamilton and the
Best Western 555 on Bayview, Dunedin.
The Hamilton motel is Qualmark four-star and has
22 ground-floor suites. It offers studio and one-
bedroom apartments equipped with cooking
facilities, free high-speed internet and free parking
(monitored by security cameras). Several
apartments also feature double spa baths and air
conditioning.
The 18-room Best Western 555 on Bayview is
located less than five minutes drive from the
Octagon and features quiet, executive studios and
one-bedroom units with interconnecting rooms, all
equipped with modern appointments, light cooking
facilities, exquisite interior decorating and with the
spectacular Otago beaches virtually on the
doorstep.
Queen and King suites come with high-speed
internet, desk and work area, cooking facilities and
satellite TV.
The acquisitions make a total of eight Best Western
properties in New Zealand.

Curry Club Dinner
The Skal Auckland Curry Club’s August
dinner last Friday night was a lavish affair.
Held in the Stamford Plaza’s ballroom,
the dinner for 140 travel industry
members and their guests featured a
sumptuous buffet spread, with classical,
traditional and Bollywood-style
entertainment from an energetic local
Indian dance group.
The occasion coincided with India’s
Independence Day celebrations and India
Tourism not only sponsored a substantial
part of the evening’s proceedings but also
presented a gift of a fine silk scarf to each
of the ladies present. As usual, Maharajah
Tours principal Harish ‘Mr India’ Bajaj
(aka The World’s Fastest Indian)
organised and MCd the affair and left no
stone unturned in ensuring a top night.
The dance group was presented with a
cheque by Skal Auckland’s Michael
Macpherson to boost their travel fund and
enable them to compete at the big regional
Indian dance competitions in Sydney.

Beth Elliot, wife of Air Vanuatu’s Richard Elliot, getting her scarf

Skal’s Michael Macpherson presenting the cheque

Harish Bajaj (left) with the official party


