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Fly to South East Asia’s

top destinations

from just

CLICK
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FOR

FLYER

US$55

Discovery Airpass

Click Here
for an audio-visual
demonstration
on how to use our
Custom Itinerary Service

It’s on today!
It’s your chance to meet

with key principals,
all under one roof

Eden Park, Auckland

Tuesday 19 August 2008

0800 - 1600

Come along!

Represented in New Zealand by Discover the World Marketing
T : 09-623 4293  DX : EP82525  E : info@discovertheworld.co.nz

GDS Code: HY

Every eligible dollar spent at Hyatt
earns valuable Hyatt Gold Passport points

H  O  T  E  L  S

Hyatt Hotels & Resorts
North America & The Caribbean

Grand Hyatt hotels provide luxurious accommodation, dramatic

architecture and state-of-the-art technology in major gateway cities

and resort destinations.  Sophisticated global travellers stay to

experience extraordinary restaurants, spas and fitness centres, as

well as comprehensive business and meeting facilities.

STRIKING.   GLOBAL.   FASHIONABLE.
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NEW ZEALAND

Milford Dart Tunnel Closer
Milford Dart Ltd has welcomed a decision
from the Department of Conservation to
allow the company’s concession application
to construct a tunnel linking Queenstown
with Milford Sound to continue to be
processed.
The single lane, 10km Dart Passage tunnel
between the Routeburn and Hollyford
valleys under two National Parks would be
accessed by approved coaches. The tunnel,
which could potentially be completed by
2012, would effectively provide a halving of
the current travel time between Queenstown
and Milford Sound.

Milford Dart managing director Tom Elworthy
believes that while it would leave a small
environmental imprint, it would significantly
improve access to one of the country’s iconic
tourism destinations.
“The Dart Passage will be one of the largest
tourism infrastructure investments the country
has seen in decades,” he says. “Given the
headwinds the tourism sector faces now and
in the medium term, and our increasing need
to reduce carbon emissions, we believe it’s
more important than ever for Milford Dart to
proceed to help keep New Zealand tourism
competitive in the world market.”

Wings Over Wairarapa 2009
Huge numbers of air show enthusiasts,
including significant numbers from
Australia, are expected in Masterton for
Wings Over Wairarapa 2009, a two-day
aviation spectacular scheduled for 17-
18JAN.
More than 70 aircraft will be displayed over
the two days of the show representing a
unique pictorial account of the history of
aviation.
To help celebrate its 10th anniversary Wings
Over Wairarapa 2009 will feature displays
of aircraft never before seen in the country
and promises a level of variety and historical
significance to wow the most hardened
aviation enthusiasts and others alike.

While marking the historical significance of
WWI & WWII military aircraft, Wings Over
Wairarapa 09 will also feature displays from
other rarely seen vintage aircraft, agricultural
displays, gliding, commercial & helicopter
displays, home builts,  microlights,
gyrocopters, jet formations and thrilling
aerobatics.
A designated Air Show train service will run
to Masterton from Wellington on both days,
arriving prior to the air show and returning
at the end of the day, making for a best-of-
both-worlds situation, with capital
accommodation and nightlife combined with
a convenient commute. Air charter services will
also run daily out of Wellington to the show.

Jenny the Kea makes herself at home in a
KEA motorhome during the recent launch
of KEA’s sponsorship of the housing and
enrichment programmes for kea parrots at
Rainbow Springs Nature Park in Rotorua.
KEA and Firestone have agreed to support
the Rainbow Springs programme with a
three year sponsorship.  The programme
aims to educate visitors about the
declining Kea population and the
preservation of native birds.
Rainbow Springs has had kea since the
1980s and currently houses two males
called Howard and Snag in a spectacular
walk-through aviary, enabling the public to
get close to the native parrots in a natural
habitat. Jenny has been a resident of the
park for only a few years and is hand-
reared, having originally hatched at
Auckland Zoo.

Fly By Wire to Reopen
Fly By Wire Queenstown Ltd has announced
it will reopen the adrenaline attraction on
30NOV with a new lessee, who will be named
before October.
According to the Otago Daily Times, the ride
closed on 01JUN when the then operators
decided not to renew their three-year lease
because of the cost involved in lifting safety
standards.
Fly By Wire inventor and owner/director Neil
Harrap is quoted as saying a $100,000 winch
system was designed and built by certified
mechanical engineers following a serious
incident 7 years ago. He told the ODT: “I
checked with OSH in the last six weeks and
they said there was nothing untoward, they

no concerns about safety.”
The Fly by Wire ride involves a 4m-long
“rocket” suspended by a single 9.5mm cable
from a bridge of cables 105m high.  It is
powered by a 60hp aircraft engine and the rider
is harnessed into the plane, using the onboard
controls during a four-minute “flight.”

made no requests for upgrades and they had
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New Zealand’s Cruise Industry Hits New Record Highs
New Zealand’s booming cruise industry
hit a record 168,000 passenger and crew
arrivals last season, pumping $204 million
into local economies from Auckland to
Otago.
Figures released by Cruise New Zealand
show that New Zealand’s cruise industry
has grown from 27 cruises and 19,400
passengers in the 1996/1997 season, to last
season’s 116, 200 passengers and 51,500
crew on 98 cruises.
The cruise season runs from the end of
September to April.
Craig Harris, chairman of Cruise New
Zealand and chief executive of McKay
Shipping in Auckland said that the
international cruise lines would make a
record 520 port calls throughout New
Zealand during the coming season.
Auckland was the biggest beneficiary of
the booming cruise industry, attracting
$123.8 million (60%) of direct
expenditure. This was followed by Bay of
Plenty with direct cruise spending of $17.7
million, Canterbury $16.8 million, Otago
$15.1 million, Wellington $10.4 million
and Southland $7.1 million.
Total direct spending for the 2007/2008
season was $204 million.
Mr Harris said the industry’s rapid growth
was putting pressure on facilities at some
ports, particularly in Auckland.
“In the following seasons, based on port
call bookings, there will be a 15 per cent
increase in passenger numbers.  This will
put pressure on infrastructure and tourist
services at many destinations, which are

already facing a number of challenges,” Mr
Harris said.
Americans made up 39% of international
passengers in the 2007/8 season and
Australians 24%. New Zealanders who fill
winter cruises to the Pacific account for
19% of all passengers.
Tourism New Zealand chief executive
George Hickton said the cruise industry
was a growing part of US visitor arrivals
to New Zealand, which stood at 216,493
in the year to June.
“Research shows that close to 70 per cent
of American visitors who come to New
Zealand on a cruise want to return for a
longer holiday.
“That means cruise passengers represent a
great opportunity for New Zealand to
attract repeat visitors from the US, where
residents are thinking hard about spending
on big ticket items like holidays because
of economic uncertainty and high fuel
prices,” Mr Hickton said.

Low GO! Fares
Pacific Blue yesterday launched a new range
of ‘GO! Fares’ into the New Zealand market,
offering seats on selected domestic flights
between AKL, WLG, CHC and DUD at up to
$10 off its already low fares.
Pacific Blue General Manager Commercial,
Adrian Hamilton-Manns, said that with
business and tourism regions feeling the pinch
of the softening economy in New Zealand,
the lower fares would help to further stimulate
domestic tourism and make it more affordable
for the business community to travel.
“At a time of volatile fuel prices and negative
economic growth, we’ve thought long and
hard about doing this. But rather than increase
air fares we’ve taken the opposite approach
by making even more low fares available and
introducing a modest fee for baggage.”

GrapeRide up with the Best
Marlborough’s GrapeRide cycle race has
been named among the most successful
events in New Zealand at the NZ Association
of Event Professionals awards night in
Dunedin.  The Forrest Estate-sponsored
GrapeRide cycle race was named New
Zealand’s best established event and the event
with the best marketing.
The GrapeRide headed off such iconic events
as Warbirds Over Wanaka, the Ellerslie
Flower Show, the Pacifica Festival and every
other major sporting, recreational and cultural
event where the organisers belong to the
national association.
The GrapeRide began in 2005 with a field of
790 and by last year, 2500 were lining up at
the start of the 100km road cycling event.

ASB Jazzfest – 18-27OCT08
This event, staged at various locations around
Queenstown, celebrates its 30th anniversary
this year, with 200 musicians, 35 venues,
special headline acts and a youth “Jump Start”
contest with a prize of a trip to Aspen Jazz
Festival as the major prize.
www.queenstownjazz.co.nz

Neuseeland News Turns 10
The only German language travel & lifestyle publication
in New Zealand, Neuseeland News, is celebrating its tenth
anniversary.
“With the increasing numbers of visitors and immigrants
from Germany, demand for NN is also steadily
increasing,” says the publication company´s founder,
German journalist Gerhard Uster, who himself emigrated
to New Zealand with his family in 1996 and started the
publication in 1998 in Whangarei.
Neuseeland News is available in New Zealand and
Germanic Europe as a bi-monthly print publication with
a distribution of 50,000 hard copies p.a.  Annual Special
Editions are distributed during ITB in Berlin.
With its travel & lifestyle content, the publication caters
for tourists from Germanic Europe as well as for German
immigrants in New Zealand. Combined with its online
editions, NN attracts an annual readership of about
450,000 users.
Tourism New Zealand has congratulated Neuseeland
News on its efforts in promoting New Zealand over the
last 10 years. German visitors in New Zealand spent about
NZ$244 million in 2007. “We look forward to working
with NN for another decade to welcome more German
and German-speaking visitors to New Zealand for what,
for many, will be a holiday of a lifetime,” said TNZ chief
executive George Hickton.
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TWO HOLIDAYS
IN SAMOA

TO BE WON

Click here for details:

www.trainingmodules.travel

and start increasing your
product knowledge today

Click here for details:

www.trainingmodules.travel

“I thought prior to this famil
that Norfolk was a Nana
destination. The famil has
shown me that Norfolk has
something for just about
everyone. I am converted!”

Jacqui Hansen: Go Holidays

Proudly represented by
Hogan & Associates 0800-359437

Be Surprised!

AUSTRALIA

The Great Australian Outback Cattle Drive is Back
The Great Australian Outback Cattle drive
will return to South Australia in 2010,
riding on the back of the new movie epic
Australia, filmed in the country’s Outback.
“Adelaide is the closest Australian city to
the Outback and the Great Australian
Outback Cattle Drive provides Kiwis with
an unrivalled opportunity to drive cattle on
horse-back along historic stock routes in
some of South Australia’s most remote
locations,” says Jane Wilson, the South
Australian Tourism Commission’s regional
manager NZ.

Planning for the 2010 event has now begun,
in close collaboration with regional
communities including the traditional land
owners and pastoralists to determine the
best location and dates, taking into
consideration the drought that is still
ongoing in many remote Outback areas.
The 2007 Great Australian Outback Cattle
Drive sold out with 302 saddles sold.
Details of the next Great Australian
Outback Cattle Drive will be published
online at www.cattledrive.com.au when
available.

For those that cannot wait until 2010, the
Bush to Burra Cattle Drive is being held in
South Australia’s Mid-North region 07-
11OCT08.
The five-day event (complete with 400
head of cattle) will cover 56km from the
outpost of Whyte Yarcowie to the historic
mining town of Burra, following part of the
historic droving route used by Sir Sidney
Kidman, known as Australia’s ‘Cattle
King’.
“Air New Zealand offers direct flights from
Auckland to Adelaide and Burra is just two

and a half hours drive from there,” says
SATC’s Jane Wilson. “Horse and camping
gear hire is available for Kiwis and they’ll
love the festival atmosphere out of the
saddle, camping under the stars with
fantastic bush tucker and nightly
entertainment.”
In an Australian first, all proceeds from the
Bush to Burra Cattle Drive will go to local
hospitals and health services.
For more information on the Bush to Burra
Cattle Drive email info@satc.co.nz or call
09-368 5382.

Bush to Burra Cattle Drive

SOUTH PACIFIC

Glass-Floored Lookout Suggested
The former chair of Tourism Australia says
Queensland’s Lamington National Park
needs a glass-floored observation deck like
the one recently opened on the edge of the
Grand Canyon.
Tim Fischer, who made the suggestion
during a book launch, said all the track
lookouts along the scenic rim of the world
heritage park, which stretches from the Gold
Coast hinterland to northern NSW, were
overgrown.
“The Lamington Plateau remains one of
Australia’s seven most superb natural
wonders,” he said.
“There is some urgent need for lateral
thinking with the lookout sites.”

Edgewater Villas Open
The Cook Islands’ largest resort, The
Edgewater Resort & Spa, has announced the
opening of its new three-bedroom villas.
The new villas, which have two queen rooms
and one twin, also offer two bathrooms and
a fully equipped kitchen with dishwasher and
washing machine. The spacious villas also
offer a large covered verandah and carport,
satellite TV with in-house movie channels
and telephone with IDD service.
Set in their own village style environment,
they offer privacy as well as ready access to
all the on-site facilities and activities offered
by the international resort.
Call your wholesaler for rates and bookings.

http://www.trainingmodules.travel
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Blue Lagoon /Sonaisali
Escape Combo

Fiji’s Blue Lagoon Cruises and the
Sonaisali Island Resort have joined
resources to offer the ultimate Fijian
island escape - a four-night resort stay
combining a four or seven-day ‘Gold
Club’ Yasawa Islands cruise.
Priced from NZD2549*pp twin share for
the four-day cruise option, the Blue
Lagoon Cruises’ component of the
combination includes all meals, all
onboard accommodation, cruise and
cultural activities and shore excursions.
Blue Lagoon is also offering a free 30-
minute massage and free snorkelling hire
as part of the offer.
And, as an added bonus, passengers
booking on one of the company’s four
or seven-day ‘Gold Club’; standard
cruise also qualify for a free cabin
upgrade and free bottle of bubbly.
The overall value of the offer has been
further topped up with the Sonaisali
Island Resort including free daily
American breakfast, a welcome cocktail,
a free jungle cruise, a free ‘SCUBA Pool
Splash’ and an invitation to the General
Manager’s weekly cocktail party.
The Sonaisali Island Resort stay can be
taken on a pre or post cruise basis and
even split to provide passengers with the
option of staying at the resort before or
after their cruise experience.
The offer is valid for travel to 31MAR10.
*Conditions apply. Please note the prices do not
include international airfares or beverages (other
than coffee and tea). A daily FJD25.00 daily fuel
surcharge also applies.

VIP Team to Whangarei
The VIP Team – Jacqui, Alana and Laura –
will be in Whangarei on Tue 09SEP for a
product update and agents are invited to join
them at the Kingsgate Hotel from 5.50pm
for drinks and nibbles with the presentation
then running through to 7.30pm.
Be in to win spot prizes and a VIP Gift Basket
valued at $200.
RSVP to Alana.Eli@xtra.co.nz by 02SEP.

Nomade Yachting Bora Bora
Bora Bora Cruises, operator of the luxury
vessels Ti’A Moana and Tu Moana, has been
rebranded Nomade Yachting Bora Bora. The
company offers six–night and seven–day
intimate voyage of discovery through French
Polynesia’s Leeward Islands.
With only 30 cabins on each vessel, the key
ambiance offered is that of a refined private
yacht. Each cabin features a picture window,
LCD flat screen TV, DVD player, individual
controlled air–conditioning and exclusive
hypo–allergenic amenities. Guests can
escape to a quiet corner of the library, chill
out in one of the spacious lounges, sunbathe
on the top level sundeck or enjoy a massage
in the ‘Nomade Spa’, in their cabin or on the
beach.
www.nomadeyachting.com

ASIA

Ph: (09) 522 5946

discover@adventureworld.co.nz

www.adventureworld.co.nz

NEW for 2009:

View Adventure World’s India 

e’Brochure online

<Click here>

Bhutan - mystical mountain 
kingdom bordering China & Tibet

Ayurvedic therapy packages.

Rajasthan - magnificent palaces
in the land of the Maharajas 

Train Journeys across India

.

.
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Macau Looks Beyond China
The former Portuguese colony of
Macau is keen to reduce its reliance
on visitors from Mainland China by
attracting more international visitors.
The massive expansion of its
gambling industry following the
opening of 29 Las Vegas-style
casinos has seen Macau’s visitor
numbers soar more than 20% to 30
million in the last year, but less than
10% came from the wider world
beyond Hong Kong, China or
Taiwan.
Macau’s tourism authorities are
mindful of the effect of the China
government’s recent moves to
restrict visits by mainlanders, who
they consider spend too much on
gambling, and the MGTO is now
targeting South East Asia as part of
its diversification plan.
To cater to visitors who want more
than just gambling, Macau is
investing big on infrastructure and
new buildings.
The Macau Science Centre, designed
by renowned architect I.M. Pei, will
feature a planetarium as well as
conference facilities, and more than
70 new hotels will open in the next
decade.
Macau’s airport is slated for
expansion, and a light rail system
will eventually shuttle people around
Macau.

Best Westerns for Bali
The 188-room Best Western Premier Kuta Kedonganan has just
been topped off and is on track to open as Indonesia’s first Best
Western Premier hotel next February. The 188-room Bali
“Premier” project is pitched as a luxury property by its
developers.
Bali Discovery reports that, among other Best Western
properties in the pipeline are a 343-room Best Western New
Kuta Condotel, which opens this December, together with four
more hotels with Best Western branding: Best Western Bakso
Hotel, Padang, Sumatra (NOV08); Best Western Mangga Dua,
Jakarta (DEC08); Best Western Premier Solo, Surakarta
(FEB09); and the Best Western Grand Seminyak, Bali (SEP09).
Best Western is targeting to open 20 properties over the coming
three years in targeted locations, including Bali, Jakarta,
Surabaya, all Javanese provinces, Makassar, Kalimantan, Riau
and Batam.

http://adventureworld.co.nz/e-brochure/India.asp
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THAI Non-Stops in Doubt
Thai Airways International’s reported plan
to end its non-stop services between Bangkok
and Auckland in OCT08 has prompted the
Minister of Tourism Damien O’Connor to
issue an official statement saying that the
suspension would be a big blow to the
country’s tourism industry.
New Zealand is concerned that the
suspension would not only curtail tourism
flows between the city pairs, but also affect
traffic to New Zealand from other key points
on the TG network, particularly from Europe.
Damien O’Connor is quoted as saying that
since the inception of THAI’s non-stop
flights to Auckland in 2005, visitors from
Thailand using the air route had increased
by 95%.
“The flights have also been very popular with
New Zealanders holidaying in Thailand with
more than 37,000 New Zealand citizens
using these flights last year, fuelling healthy
growth for the tourism sector in Thailand,”
he said.
The non-stop flight has also helped build
traffic to New Zealand from other key points
on the Thai Airways network.
“Europeans passing through Bangkok on
their way to New Zealand have increased by
a phenomenal 110 percent since 2005. There
is also a high potential for growth in traffic
from India to New Zealand via Bangkok,”
the minister said.
THAI says the plan to drop the B777 non-
stops is “tentative” but then goes on to say it
will operate flights to Auckland via Sydney
or Melbourne to improve passenger
revenues.

Travel Japan by H.I.S. is offering an
exclusive opportunity to stay in traditional
Japanese style, luxury wooden cabin
accommodation in the heart of one of the
country’s premier ski regions, the
picturesque Hakuba Valley in Nagano
prefecture.
Complete with all mod cons, including full
kitchen, washing machine and dryer,
pricing starts from NZ$409* per night for
a one-bedroom cabin based on a minimum
stay of five nights.
Pricing for two-bedroom cabins starts
from NZ$669* per lodge per night, again
based on a minimum stay of five nights.
Travel Japan by H.I.S. is also in position
to offer a good and very varied range of
hotel accommodation in the Hakuba
Valley designed to suit all tastes and
budgets.
Three good examples of the huge choice
on offer include the two-star Hotel Villa
Hakuba, the three-star Hakuba Sports
Hotel Terry and two four-star properties,
the Hotel La Neige and the Hotel
Mominoki.
Prices start from NZ$110*pp twin share
for per night stays in the Hotel Villa
Hakuba which also includes breakfast.
With an average seasonal snow fall of 10
metres the Hakuba Valley offers some of
the most diverse and picturesque ski
terrain in Japan with more than 200 runs
catering to skiers and boarders of all
abilities.
The area offers a multitude of après-ski
dining, bars and nightlife opportunities.

Just a 3.5 hour train ride from Tokyo, the
Hakuba Valley was the venue for the 1998
Winter Olympics.
The area is also a great base from which to
join tours visiting the Jigokudani Snow
Monkey Park, just one hour away by road
and the only place on the planet where
visitors can see snow monkeys taking hot
spring baths in the wild.
Travel Japan by H.I.S. also offers a huge
range of hotel accommodation in several
other of the destination’s most popular ski
resorts.
These include Nozawa Onsen located in the
northern region of Nagano and renowned
for its hot springs; Japan’s ‘powder’ capital,
Shiga Kogen which offers an amazing 21
interlinked resorts all on the one lift ticket
and Myoko Kogen, traditionally one of
Japan’s oldest ski resorts but fast becoming
popular for overseas visitors. Call 09-336
1336 or email info@traveljapan.co.nz
*Conditions apply. Seasonality applies.

Exclusive Japan Ski Accommodation Offer
“my preconceptions were … the
place for the Newly Weds & Nearly
Deads  ... well, I was absolutely
surprised and can now say Norfolk
has something for everyone.
A great place for family bonding,
couples and also soft adventure.”

Cindy Farrow: United Travel

Proudly represented by
Hogan & Associates 0800-359437

Be Surprised!

Hong Kong Half-Year Numbers
Figures released by the Hong Kong Tourism Board
(HKTB) show that visitor arrivals to Hong Kong in
the first six months of 2008 have grown by 8.9% to
14.185 million. Arrivals from New Zealand for JUN08
reached 10,192 and year-to-date arrivals are 53,979
(-0.8%).
Close to 8.26 million or 58% of the total arrivals in
JAN-JUN stayed in the city for at least one night,
compared with 60.5% in the same period last year.
The remaining 5.93 million (41.8%) were classified
as same-day in-town visitors.
Hotel occupancy across all categories of hotel in JAN-
JUN08 was 83%, same as for the first half of 2007.
The average achieved hotel room rate across all hotel
categories was HK$1,238, 4.8% higher than in the
same months in 2007.
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This Week’s Featured Hyatt
Hyatt at Fisherman’s Wharf, San Francisco

This Fisherman’s Wharf hotel has just undergone a

multi-million-dollar refurbishment. It offers deluxe

amenities to pamper every guest, while its ideal setting

– just minutes from downtown – places your client in

the heart of the most famous sights. Stroll along Pier 39,

sample delicious fare at Ghirardelli Square, or hop on a

cable car – across the street from the hotel and visit

Union Square, Chinatown and North Beach.

Enjoy courtyard, pool, or city views from a stylish 300-

sq.-ft. room offering marble bath, generous work area,

and one king or two double Grand Beds.   Deluxe

amenities include a 32” LCD TV, wireless Internet access,

cordless/speaker phones, bathrobes and San Francisco

Chronicle.     www.hyatt.com

AFRICA / MID EAST

THE AMERICAS

Super Deal at Bahamas Superclubs
Innovative Travel advises a saving of
approx 15% is being offered on
Superclubs all-inclusive properties
‘Breezes Bahamas’ and ‘Nassau
Bahamas’.  From now until 11DEC a 3-
night stay at either property is priced from
$510pp twin or $459 triple.
“The pricing for Superclubs properties is
truly all-inclusive,” says Carol Wisker,
Innovative’s National Sales & Marketing
Manager.
“It includes virtually everything you can
eat, drink and do. Also tipping is not
permitted, removing the uncomfortable

feeling that most Kiwis experience with
this practice, which is not so common in
NZ.
“Facilities at Superclubs resorts are
fantastic, there is no shortage of something
exciting to do and plenty of live
entertainment also,” she adds.  “If your
clients are looking for a truly beautiful and
exotic destination with great value for
money call us now for a supply of our
‘Island Collection’ brochure and more
information on this offer.”
Freephone 0508 100111 or email:
info@innovative-travel.com

Singita Wins Awards
Singita Private Game Reserve has
scooped no less than three major
international travel awards when it was
named Best Hotel in the World, Best
Small Hotel in the World and Best Hotel
in Africa and the Middle East in the US
Travel + Leisure World’s Best Awards
2008.
The result of an extensive T+L reader’s
survey, the winners were announced on
10JUL08. Singita is the first South
African property to have won these
prestigious accolades three times (2004,
2006 and 2008) since the awards were
introduced 13 years ago.

boutique on site and the extensive cellar
showcases a premium selection of wines,
including some of South Africa’s most
sought-after private reserves and vintage
wines.  With a wine list that encompasses
approximately 200 labels, wine has always
been a key ingredient of the unique Singita
experience.  For reservations contact
Adventure World on 09-522 5941.Singita has just opened a premier wine

Palm Monorail Tests
Live testing of Dubai’s Palm Monorail
begins in October. The Palm Monorail,
which will transport thousands of visitors
on the Palm Jumeirah each day, is one of
the first monorail projects to be constructed
in the Middle East.
Developer Nakheel has completed laying
the 5.45km double track, and the Hitachi
monorail vehicles are undergoing final
inspection in Japan before arriving in
Dubai.
The line will run between the Gateway
Station at the trunk of Palm Jumeirah and
the Atlantis’ Aquaventure Station on the
crescent, calling at two intermediate
stations on the way - Trump International
Hotel & Tower and the luxury retail centre
Palm Mall.  The system will ultimately
connect to the Dubai Metro following the
introduction of RTA’s Al Sufouh tramline.
The operators expect to have the monorail
capable of carrying more than 40,000
passengers on Palm Jumeirah each day by
APR09.

EUROPE

Innovative Travel - Viking River Cruises Savings
Innovative Travel advises Viking’s newly-announced earlybirds are offering a saving of
up to A$1250pp for its 2009 cruises when booked and paid in full by 30SEP08.
The saving varies considerably from A$500pp and A$750pp up to A$1250pp, depending
on the cruise itinerary and the vessel.
Full information on itineraries, sailing dates and savings are available from Innovative
Travel by calling 0508 100111 toll-free or emailing: info@innovative-travel.com
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UK Airports Sell-Off
Britain’s Competition Commission is
expected to recommend the break-up of
BAA, which was bought by the Spanish
property group Ferrovial and has a near
monopoly on airports in South east England
and Scotland - owning Heathrow, Gatwick,
Stansted, Southampton, Edinburgh, Glasgow,
and Aberdeen.
The Competition Commission is likely to call
for the sell-off of Gatwick or Stansted - or both
- together with one of the Scottish airports.
BAA chairman Sir Nigel Rudd said while he
accepted such a ruling would not be a “disaster”
for the company, he insisted that it would do
little to increase competition at its main airport,
Heathrow.

He points out that Heathrow does not
compete with Gatwick and with Stansted or
with Luton or Manchester. He said it
competes with Charles de Gaulle, with Dubai
and with Schiphol because they are big
international hub airports.
The airlines see it differently. Virgin Atlantic
is talking of a consortium of airlines owning
Gatwick, while Ryanair would like to see
Stansted also sold off.
Meanwhile, the Competition Commission
may also throw the government’s airport-
expansion plans into question by querying
its decision not to consider Gatwick as the
site for a new runway in southeast England.
Gatwick was ruled out in 2003.

Upgrade for Royal Horseguards Hotel
The Royal Horseguards Hotel is set to become
the fourth Guoman Hotel in the first quarter of
2009. Formerly part of Thistle Hotels, the
renamed company is rebranding its top
properties, with the Royal Horseguards joining
Charing Cross, The Cumberland and The
Tower, all central London hotels (and former
Thistles).
The refurbishment will see all 280 bedrooms
across nine floors renovated by early next year,
and the bedroom balconies will be opened up
to overlook the Thames.
Rooms will have built-in features such as iPod
docking stations in every room, free wi-fi
access in guest bedrooms, surround sound,
plasma TVs in the bathroom and mood lighting
as standard. A new conservatory restaurant is
planned to be built onto the terrace to offer a
private area for guests to dine and enjoy views

across the Thames and a Guoman Club Lounge
will be added, with a further £1m refurbishment
planned for adjoining conference facility One
Whitehall Place.
Guoman has identified two more properties to
be re-launched under its brand - The Grosvenor,
which was previously the Thistle Victoria, and
the Thistle Marble Arch (yet to be named).

TOURS

Five New Tours in Kumuka’s South America
Kumuka Worldwide has expanded its tour
offering in South America with an addition of
five new tours. The Brazilian Explorer,
Brazilian Wonders, Ecuador Action Package,
Kapawi Eco Lodge and Margarita Island Beach
Extension will provide new options for
travellers to explore increasingly popular South
America.
The 8-day Brazilian Explorer tours Rio,
Pantanal and the Iguazu Falls, and provides the
opportunity to see some of the great sights
including the Christ Statue and Sugarloaf
Mountain. Travellers will also visit the
Pantanal Wetlands, get involved with trail
walking, piranha fishing, night safaris, horse
riding, bird watching, a sunrise tour and be
taken on a tour of the Iguazu Falls. This tour is
priced from NZ$3,560.
The 8-day Ecuador Action package offers lots
of excitement and adrenalin, and Ecuador has
some of the best opportunities for outdoor
adventure due to its geography and climate.
The package focuses on lots of adventure based
activities which are all included in the price;
white-water rafting, horse-riding, jungle
trekking, biking, ice-climbing and reaching the
summit of Cotopaxi Volcano. This tour is
priced from NZ$2,110.
The 12-day Brazilian Wonders tour makes its
way through Rio, the Iguazu Falls, the Pantanal
and the laid-back colonial city of Salvador,
heavily rooted in African culture, food and
music. This tour is priced from NZ$4,720.

on Earth. The tour offers a remarkable jungle
and wildlife experience in the Amazon Basin,
and activities include canoeing, night treks and
visits to indigenous communities. This tour is
priced from NZ$1,580.
The Margarita Island Beach extension is a
great way to extend a journey by three days to
venture a little further and relax on the
Caribbean coast of Venezuela.  Venezuela
offers some of the best beaches in the
Caribbean and the colourful Margarita Island
is no exception. Only accessible by a short
flight from Caracas this Caribbean gem is the
ideal place to enjoy 244km of coastline, two
national parks, three nature reserves, castles,
fortresses, and  Venezuela’s famous crystal blue
waters lapping onto stunning white-sand
beaches. The extension is priced from NZ$165.
Kumuka Worldwide brochures are available
from Travel Marketing by visiting website
www.brochurenet.co.nz.
Availability for the above tours and more
details can be found at www.kumuka.com/
agents or by calling 0800 400 499.

The four-day Kapawi Eco Lodge tour travels
an area with one of the greatest biodiversities
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AVIATION

Air NZ Delivers Surprise
Transtasman airfares have a new
benchmark following Air New Zealand’s
surprise announcement on the weekend of
new year-round lead-in fares from
Auckland to Sydney and Melbourne. The
new online Smart Saver fares, effective
from October, are priced from $249 and
$199 respectively.
Coming within days of the decision by
Pacific Blue to operate on the two city pairs
and with THAI looking likely to join the
fray, to say nothing of Emirates’ daily
A380, it’s going to be on for young and
old. The beneficiaries will be the
customers and also the tourism authorities
of Victoria and NSW.
Qantas has since come out with a $199
MEL fare for sales to 29AUG and travel
06OCT-12DEC08. It may have some big
decisions ahead on whether to extend the
deployment of its Jetstar product as an
answer to Air NZ’s proactive stance.
Air NZ’s CEO Rob Fyfe told the Herald
on Sunday that the current fuel bill requires
the airline to maintain at least an 80% load
factor on the Ditch and that it’s going to
be all about offering the best product and
value for money. The Air NZ B767 and
A320 fleets are being frantically fitted out
with the new gate-to-gate AVOD inflight
entertainment systems and the airline is
also making a big point of the fact its F&B
offering is included in the fare. Koru Club
members also get prime upfront seats with
extra legroom at no extra cost.

Virgin Blue A$20 ‘Incentive’
Virgin Blue has announced that it is now
charging passengers A$20 if they fail to pay
new baggage fees before they get to the airport.
Customers on discount fares will pay a
minimum of A$8 for checked luggage for each
one-way flight, but those who fail to pay the
new charge before they reach the departure gate
will be forced to pay $20 at the check-in desk,
according to a News Limited report.
A spokeswoman for Virgin Blue said the $20
fee was an “incentive” for people to pay online,
adding it would be easy for customers to
include it when they booked.
The airline said the policy is part of a
restructuring plan to offset higher fuel prices
without increasing the cost of fares.

Ryanair to Cancel
‘Unlawful’ Bookings

Ryanair has confirmed that it will not
honour “unlawful” bookings that were
not made on its own website and its
telephone reservations line.
The no-frills carrier said its decision to
cancel reservations made at third-party
websites would take effect on 26AUG.
It accused what it called screenscraping
websites of levying “unnecessary”
handling charges, of failing to provide
up-to-date flight information and of
delaying access to the airline’s own
website by its customers.
The airline has already taken legal action
against two sites, Ireland’s Bravofly and
V-tours of Germany, to prevent them
from listing Ryanair flights.

BA, AA, IB Sign Deal
British Airways, American Airlines and Spain’s
Iberia have signed a joint business agreement
to cooperate on flights between North America
and Europe.
The three airlines say that they plan to file for
worldwide antitrust immunity from U.S.
authorities. They will also notify European
regulatory authorities. BA and American failed
to win exemption in past from U.S. competition
laws due to their dominance at Heathrow.

Malaysia Takes Umbrage
The recent near-daily litany of maintenance
issues and incidents related to Qantas has seen
Australian media linking some of the defects
to outsourced Maintenance, Repair & Overhaul
(MRO) work done by Malaysia Airlines
Engineering and Maintenance.
MH has responded by pointing out that, for
Qantas, Malaysia Airlines E&M only handles
overflow heavy maintenance work for B737-
400 aircraft.
To date, Malaysia Airlines E&M has only done
heavy maintenance for one aircraft, registered
as VH-TJU. This is the plane reported to have
had “95 defects” but MH says the maintenance
in Malaysia was done with the oversight of
Qantas personnel.
“A total of 12 Qantas Engineering personnel
were positioned at Malaysia Airlines E&M to
provide technical oversight. In the course of
the maintenance, defects were found and all
these were rectified,” says the MH chief
executive. “After approvals by Qantas
personnel, the aircraft flew back to Australia.”
Malaysia Airlines E&M is a certified approved
MRO organization with 31 National Aviation
Authorities including Australia’s Civil Aviation
Safety Authority (CASA), the European
Aviation Safety Agency (EASA), the U.S
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and
Malaysian Department of Civil Aviation,
amongst others.
Malaysia Airlines E&M says it has an
impeccable track record, with over 80
customers including Lufthansa, Saudi Arabian
Airlines, Jet Airways and GECAS, one of the
world’s largest fleet owners and lessors.

There is speculation in the Australian

press that low-cost Australian domestic

carrier Tiger Australia, 49% owned by

Singapore Airlines, may have lost as

much as A$28 million in its first four

months of operation out of Melbourne.

Virgin Blue and Qantas are due to report

their full-year results this week.

TO GET YOUR OWN FREE SUBSCRIPTION
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Classified  Advertising
TravelMemo’s Classified Ad service

offers placement of a 75-word ad in two

consecutive issues, for just $50+GST.

Email classifieds@travelmemo.co.nz

Auckland Airport and Canada Pension

Plan Investment Board have reached a

confidential settlement regarding the

airport’s request for reimbursement of

expenses in relation to CPPIB’s partial

takeover offer.
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movies, TV and audio, as well as some 100
games. The airline is the first in the world to
introduce closed captions on movies for
passengers with hearing difficulties. New
features include My USB, enabling passengers
to view photos and pdf files, and My Playlist
where travellers can create personal music
compilations by choosing from nearly 10,000
tracks of available music.
ice Digital widescreen also offers the largest
wide-screen televisions in the airline world.
Each individual seat-back system is equipped
with an advanced ice TV remote control;
handset with a qwerty keyboard doubling up
as a satellite telephone and games controller;
laptop charging points and 3D animated
Airshow. In premium classes, a unique wireless
handset controller allows passengers to select
entertainment, adjust seat positions and
lighting, and choose massage functions.

CRUISING

Emirates has scooped the Skytrax 2008 Best
Airline Inflight Entertainment Award for the
fourth consecutive year.
The airline’s ice (information, communication
and entertainment) and ice Digital Widescreen
systems received top honours based on a
passenger survey carried out by Skytrax. From
AUG07 to JUN08, more than 15 million
travellers of 93 nationalities took part in
Skytrax’s World Airline Survey, which covered
several areas of the airline industry.
The criteria for the award included the quality
of inflight entertainment, best movie selection,
TV and documentary programmes, and best
audio choices. Quality of headsets and sound,
audio programming, games selection and
screen size were also considered.
Reaffirming its position as an inflight
technology pioneer, Emirates launched the new
ice Digital Widescreen, which offers even more

Emirates ice Tops Skytrax Awards - Again

White House Knocks Back Cruise Proposal
The U.S. Customs and Border Protection
agency has failed to justify a proposal targeting
foreign cruise ships visiting Hawaii. The White
House Office of Management and Budget said
Customs and Border Protection failed to
demonstrate a compelling need for the changes.
The agency also failed to show the cost and
benefits of its proposal or show that it analyzed
regulatory alternatives.
The federal agency filed a proposal late last
year aimed at protecting U.S.-flagged cruise
ships operating from Hawaii. The proposal
called for altering the definition of a coastwise
cruise under the Passenger Vessel Services Act
of 1886. It specifically targeted foreign-flagged
cruise ships that sailed from the U.S. mainland
to Hawaii after making a “touch-and-go” stop
in Mexico to meet the existing regulations.
The proposal would have required foreign-
flagged ships that begin and end their trips in a
U.S. port to spend at least one day in foreign
ports for every two days in U.S. ports, with the

net effect of forcing foreign cruise ships departing
California to spend less time in Hawaii.
After an outcry, it was modified to apply only
to U.S. ports with a regularly scheduled service
from a “large U.S.-flag” cruise ship. Hawaii is
the only state that meets the description.
According to an Associated Press report, the
company the rule was designed to protect,
Miami-based NCL America, used to have three
U.S.-flagged cruise ships operating from
Hawaii, but now there’s only one ship. The line
said it sent the other two ships away because it
couldn’t compete with rival foreign-flagged
ships.
The decision was reportedly greeted with relief
by the American Association of Port
Authorities and Cruise Lines International
Association, which contended the sweeping
change would have forced cruise ships to spend
more time in foreign ports at the expense of
U.S. ports that depend on tourism dollars from
the ships and their passengers.

NCL Not Giving Up
For its part, Norwegian Cruise Lines hasn’t
backed down from its position that something
needs to be done to protect its U.S.-flagged
operation in Hawaii.
Associated Press reports that NCL America’s
U.S.-flagged ships are at a competitive
disadvantage because they’re subject to U.S.
taxes and labor laws.
NCL said it hopes Customs and Border
Protection would resubmit the compromise rule
after addressing the White House OMB’s

procedural concerns.
“The proposed final rule is a reasonable
compromise that is limited to Hawaii and that
imposes no minimum stay in any foreign port,”
NCL said in a statement. “The rule permits
foreign flag cruise ships to offer bona fide
international voyages built around Hawaii port
calls from any port in the United States, while
making clear that only U.S. flag cruise ships
are permitted to offer truly domestic Hawaii
itineraries.”
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Australia & NZ  Cruises   from $1399*

Caribbean Cruises   from US$299*

Grand Asia Cruises   from US$999*

Europe Cruises   from US$1149*

Mexico Cruise   from US$499*

THIS WEEK’S 5-DAY FLASH SPECIALS

Tel: 09-444 2298

Fax:09-442 4228

CLICK HERE

FOR WEBSITECLICK HERE TO VIEW OUR NEW-LOOK WEBSITE

* plus applicable fuel supplement

10-DAY ATLANTIC COAST DISCOVERY

MS MAASDAM

Departing Montreal 04OCT08
Arriving Fort Lauderdale 14OCT08

Visiting Quebec City, Quebec; Charlottetown,

Prince Edward Island; Sydney, Nova Scotia;

Halifax, Nova Scotia; Bar Harbor, Maine.

From only US$1089
per person twin share based on a lead-in
Category Inside Stateroom

From only US$1289
per person twin share based on a lead-in
Category Outside Stateroom

New Stateroom
Categories for Carnival
Carnival Cruise Lines is to re-
categorise its staterooms fleetwide,
and Carnival Valor is the first ship
to feature the new accommodation
categories. The balance of the fleet
will be re-categorised by the end of
this year.
Carnival’s accommodation will in
future be categorised based on a
variety of location factors such as
midship, aft and forward, as well as
proximity to key public areas and
specific deck.
Cabin assignments and pricing on
existing reservations will not be
affected.
To familiarise agents with the new
stateroom categories, a webinar is
available via www.GoCCL.com

Orion’s Cultural Expedition to Arnhem Land
This exclusive Orion cultural expedition
provides rare access to remote Arnhem Land
indigenous art communities, with plenty of time
ashore to meet and talk with many artists, view
and purchase original artworks and visit
important galleries. Orion’s expedition team and
specialist guest lecturers enhance the experience
with comprehensive briefings and workshops.
Departing Thursday Island in Torres Strait on
25APR this 7-night voyage concludes in Darwin
on 02MAY09.
Thursday Island is the perfect location to
commence this fascinating expedition. A visit to
the Gab Titui Cultural Centre reveals exquisite
Torres Strait art that reflects the many unique
cultures and traditions of the island communities
and the islander’s bond to sea and land.
Orion then explores the remote coastal regions
of Arnhem Land, stopping at some of the most
important indigenous art centres, many with
limited access due to their isolation and the need
for permits to enter indigenous reserves.

Travelling the coast on Orion is the perfect way
to visit these significant art communities.
Guests will be accompanied on the voyage by
Colin and Elizabeth Laverty, whose lifetime of
collecting Australian contemporary art has
culminated in one of the world’s most important
collections of Aboriginal art. They are joined by
Howard Morphy, an author on Australian
Aboriginal art, and Hetti Perkins, a member of
the Eastern Arrernte and Kalkadoon Aboriginal
communities. Currently Senior Curator of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art at the
Art Gallery of NSW Hetti has worked with
indigenous visual art for over twenty years.
At Yirrkala Orion’s guests will be met by a local
Yolngu family. Following a traditional
‘cleansing’ with a time honoured smoke
ceremony there will be face painting and tasting
of oysters, freshly cooked mud crab and speared
fish. Guests will receive first hand insight and
share some distinctive Yolngu cultural
experiences. The Buku – Larrangay Mulka Art

Centre is one of the most prominent indigenous
art centres in northern Australia.
Recognised nationally and internationally,
Maningrida is one of the powerhouse art areas
of central Arnhem Land. Bark painting, pandanus
weaving and wood carvings – especially the
Mimi spirits – are all distinctive features of the
artistic endeavour. A visit to the excellent Djiom
Museum is a highlight, showcasing the richness
of the ceremonial apparel and intricacies of the
material culture.
Before arrival in Darwin, guests will visit the
Munupi Arts at Pirlangimpi to view the
distinctive features of Tiwi art, including
ceramics and carved totemic Pukumani funeral
poles. In addition Orion guests can visit the
remnants of Fort Dundas – one of the original
attempts to colonise the Top End.
Fares begin from A$5,200pp for an ocean view
Category B stateroom. Suites begin from
A$7,075pp for a Junior Suite. Owners’ Suites
with French Balcony are A$10,615pp.

http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz
http://www.francistravelmarketing.co.nz


20080819                              www.travelmemo.co.nz

Go Barging with Enchanté
Go Barging has announced the addition of a
new vessel, the Enchanté, to its 2009 fleet. The
Enchanté, which will operate two new six-
night itineraries in Southern France, can
accommodate up to eight passengers in the four
double-bedded air-conditioned suites, each of
which features a bathroom furnished with
luxury bath products. The vessel offers onboard
TV, DVD player, and Internet connection. The
sun deck has an alfresco dining area, hot tub,
and loungers. Five gourmet dinners will be
served onboard, and guests will dine out one
evening at a local restaurant. Onboard, meals
are accompanied by regional wines and an open
bar.
One of the Enchanté’s two alternating
itineraries features the Canal du Midi,
beginning in Montpellier and exploring
chateaux, the world’s oldest canal tunnel at
Malpas, old towns, and concluding in Le
Somail. The second itinerary explores
Provence and Camargue. Highlights include
visits to Avignon and the Palais des Papes,
cruising through Camargue National Park, and
tours of Arles and Pezenas.
www.gobarging.com.

ACCOMMODATION

Carrington Resort Appointment
Simon Jones has been appointed the new
general manager for Carrington Resort A
Heritage Hotel. He joins the resort from Omata
Retreat in Russell, which he and his wife, Lian,
managed for the last five years.
He has worked for the Heritage Hotel Group
before at Rutherford Hotel Nelson A Heritage
Hotel, starting as the F&B manager, before
being promoted to the assistant general
manager.

At Carrington Resort A Heritage Hotel he will
be responsible for the running of the hotel, the
fine dining room, the conference centre, the
Karikari Winery café and the golf course.
Set on 3000 acres on the stunning Karikari
Peninsula, Carrington Resort A Heritage Hotel
has 10 lodge rooms, 14 three bedroom villas
and banquet facilities for up to 110 people.
On site is a Matt Dye designed championship
standard golf course, vineyard, tennis courts,
skeet shooting range, an infinity swimming
pool, jacuzzi and health club.
www.heritagehotels.co.nz

Built to Charm - Elliott Street Hotel Revealed
Located in the heart of Auckland City, Elliott
Street Hotel is as romantic as its historic
landmark neighbours, the Civic Theatre, the
Auckland Town Hall and the City Art Gallery.
Recently refurbished, Elliott Street Hotel
exudes the elegance of the early 20th century.
Magnificent lofted marble columns, the bronze
entrance lobby and spacious rooms make it a
welcome change to the pokey and generic
characteristics of more recently built
skyscraper hotels.
The previous lives of this Auckland treasure
have been varied, but after a meticulous four-
year renovation by owner and builder Gary
Hill, the hotel now houses 65 luxurious
apartment suites. Each has a four-metre high
stud and ornate pressed metal ceiling, complete
with large ornate windows and bronze
chandeliers.
Designer and co-owner Harry van Hoppe has
uncovered and retained the original features
inside the hotel, paying particular attention to
paint finishes and colours of the buildings era.
Solid antique wooden furniture, French fabrics
and Spanish gilded mirrors decorate the rooms,
while 21st century mod cons including, LCD
flat screen TVs, internet, laundry and fully
equipped kitchens, make for extra comfort and
convenience.
Below on Elliott Street, the hotel boasts a
European inspired eatery, Elliott Stables.
Reminiscent of an old European cobbled lane,
it offers the world’s best coffees, French crepes,
Italian bruschetta, prime New Zealand steaks
and gourmet German sausages, and even a
1960s café with home cooked chocolate
brownies and a cup of tea.

Page 12
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The less we know about anything, the longer the explanation

Hotel Overcomes Noise Issue
The Holiday Inn City Centre Christchurch has
overcome the age-old problem of how to
ensure guests staying in the heart of a city can
still have a good night’s sleep.
It has just spent half a million dollars on
installing triple glazing into the majority of
its hotel rooms to reduce outside noise.
General Manager Brian Tinworth says
Holiday Inn City Centre Christchurch is the
first hotel in Christchurch to invest in triple
glazing and the move reflects the hotel’s
commitment to ensuring guests have an
undisturbed night’s sleep yet still enjoy all the
advantages of staying in the heart of the city
centre.
Mr Tinworth says a significant investment has
also been made on revamping the guest rooms
through the addition of new bedding, furniture
and art work featuring original photographs
of Christchurch’s distinctive architecture. All
the guest rooms have also been fitted with 32-
inch LCD screens, in-house safes and
broadband access. A pillow menu is also on
offer.

INDUSTRY

Another PAICE Prize
Anyone who visits the Watermark Hotel & Spa
Gold Coast stand at the Pacific Area Incentives
and Conferences Expo (PAICE 08) today gets
the chance to win a two-night holiday staying
in a new five star Club Watermark room. The
prize is valid for six months from the date of
draw and includes two consecutive nights,
subject to availability. Air content is not
included. Other PAICE prizes include trips to
The Whitsundays, Port Douglas, and Fiji.
PAICE 2008 is being held today from 8am to
4pm at Eden Park and agents are welcome to
come and meet with an array of principals, all
under one roof.

New Events Director
at HoT Events, CHC

Annette Pendergast has joined the busy team
at HoT Events in Christchurch as Events
Director.
Her travel industry career background has
encompassed both inbound and outbound
wholesale travel, hotel sales management. Prior
to returning to New Zealand in 2002, Annette
was the proprietor of Conference Venues &
Booking Services, a leading professional
conference management company based in
Sydney.
Most recently she was General Manager of
Christchurch & Canterbury Convention Bureau.
Annette’s new role at HoT Events covers the
management of the rapidly growing corporate
events, incentives and conventions division of
House of Travel Christchurch City.

GREEN MATTERS

Green Globe Certification for Three Accor Hotels
Accor Hospitality’s commitment to
sustainable business practices has been
ratified with three hotels in New Zealand
gaining international Green Globe
certification.
Novotel Wellington, Novotel Auckland
Ellerslie and Hotel Ibis Auckland Ellerslie
have achieved this mark of distinction after
demonstrating their sustainability practices
against a set of strict criteria, following an
extensive onsite audit.
Green Globe examines aspects including
water and energy saving, recycling, waste
reduction, procurement and community
involvement. Certification is achieved once

an organisation has proven itself to be following
best-practice environmental procedures.
Accor Hospitality introduced its own
international ‘Earth Guest’ programme in 2006.
It is dedicated to the principles and practices of
sustainability, which includes a 65 point
Environmental Charter that every hotel must
work towards compliance of, crossing over with
many points on the Green Globe ‘checklist’.
Earlier this year the Novotel hotel group entered
into an agreement with Green Globe to achieve
worldwide certification of the network’s 400
hotels across 61 countries, including the five
in New Zealand.

...in Stocklink’s TravelBag Envelope for Retailers

LATE BREAK

878678 Ski Express Winter 2008
N/A Ski Express Covering Letter
960450 The Top End Holiday Guide 2008/09
856971 Gecko’s Africa 2008-2010
842229 Northern Territory Discoveries 2008/09

Despite snow falls which were

reportedly the heaviest in many years,

the TranzAlpine train ran every day

between Christchurch and Greymouth

over the last few days. Closed roads such

as Arthurs Pass disrupted many travellers

and freight vehicles, yet the tracks were

cleared and the trains running.

Pic: Train Attendant Scott Eastwick


