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For further information contact Kirra Tours on 0508 3675 4772For further in

This 21 Day Ultimate New Zealand Tour goes off  
the beaten track to locations not generally visited 
as well as including all the “must see” places.
IT’S MORE THAN JUST A COACH TOUR!

21 Day All New Zealand Ultimate Tour  

EUROSTAR

CLICK HERE TO BOOK

LONDON  to PARIS
in 2 hours 15 minutes

Intermezzo
Read about new or unique tours, travel

ideas and accommodation in TravelMemo’s
 08FEB Intermezzo product supplement

CLICK HERE

Travel Memo’s
Today’s  Issue  of

The Central & Eastern
Europe Specialists

Zagreb to Venice 14 days

Greece to Dalmatia 18 days

www.innovative-travel.com

These escorted tours feature Special Offers
valid only when booked & paid by 20 Feb 08

Guaranteed Departures NOW from $3219pp twin

Guaranteed Departures NOW from $3549pp twin

Email: info@innovative-travel.com

FREEPHONE 0508 100111

Terri Irwin for
OZTalk

Terri Irwin, widow of Steve
‘Crikey’ Irwin and mother of
Bindi and Bob, is to be the star
keynote speaker on the opening
day of OZTalk 2008.
Terri will be addressing Aussie
Specialist Agents at the Retail
Conference on 28APR, having
also made an appearance the
previous day at the consumer
OZTalk Travel Expo at the ASB
Showgrounds.

OZTalk Registration Extended
Tourism Australia yesterday extended the deadline for Aussie Specialists to
register for the OZTalk Retail Conference by a fortnight. Agents now have
until Monday 25FEB to commit to the event. Register your interest to attend
with Tourism Australia at aussiespec@tourism.australia.com. Further
information on how to apply will then be forwarded for completion online.

Whistle us up at TopDog

HELEN CAMBELL
Tel: 09 966 2546 DDI
staff@topdog.co.nz

CLICK HERE : www.topdog.co.nz

*** 4 Days a Week ***    TD 1286

Corporate Leisure & SME Corporate Consulting
Account Manager        TD 1392
Suit an existing Consultant seeking corporate sales
as their next career move
Hamilton                          TD 1329
Leisure Consultant and Groups Consultant
Get out of the rat race and breath the fresh air!
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NEW ZEALAND

Trainee Assistant Manager
Explore NZ has an opening for a reliable and
industrious Team Player to train in the above position.
We are seeking initiative, flexibility and preferably
some previous experience in sales and customer
service. You will need to be computer literate and have
a good command of both written and spoken English.
If this sounds like you and you are seeking a fulltime
career, we would love to hear from you. Please ring
Olga or Sharon on 0800 EXPLORE or email your CV
to infor@explorenz.co.nz

Reservations/Sales
Explore NZ is a growing company specialising in sailing
and marine mammal experiences.
The group company owns and operates the highly
regarded SailNZ, Whale & Dolphin Safari, Pride of
Auckland and Dolphin Discoveries. Our branches are
located in the Bay of Islands and Auckland.
We are looking for a full-time receptionist for our
Auckland Central office. This is a permanent position,
and you will be responsible for all receptionist and general
administration duties. You will be reporting to the office
manager.
Duties of employee:
- Answering phones in a professional manner
- Answering e-mails
- Making online bookings
- Frontline sales
- Processing payments, cash handling
- General office duties
An ideal candidate will be computer literate and have
previous frontline, phone and sales experience. You
must be reliable, outgoing and highly committed to the
job. Check out www.explorenz.co.nz

Apply by sending CV to Sharon Wech for more
information.

sharonw@explorenz.co.nz
(09) 3595987  or  (021) 709772

10-day MUD Festival for Rotorua
The inaugural MUD
Festival – a New Zealand
first – capitalises on
Rotorua’s geothermal
attractions, using Hells
Gate mud, renowned for its
curative and invigorating
properties.
The ten-day festival, 04-13JUL, has two
themes. Matariki MUD Mayhem celebrates
Rotorua with a community focus and MAD
(Mud Action Days) MUD. Both themes
encompass a range of events, including mud
touch rugby, mud party nights, the mud arts
day, mud wrestling, mud pools, Muddy
Mates schools programme, an annual MUD
Rat Race, Matariki celebrations and many
other mud events.

the city including the Village
Green and the lakefront.
Highlights include a
Matariki Mud Night (New
Year party), the world’s
largest covered mud pool
and a MUD rat race.

energise themselves while enjoying the fun
and unique events in Rotorua’s therapeutic
geothermal mud, or watch other people
getting down and dirty from a purpose-built
viewing arena inside the heated mud
marquee.
Hells Gate and Wai Ora Spa founded the
festival, through its operating company Tatou
International, with the aim of showcasing
Rotorua’s geothermal attractions.
www.mudfest.co.nzEvents will be held at various venues around

Visitors can revitalise and

New Zealand Tops Again
For the second year running, New Zealand
has been voted the Top Country by readers
of the UK-based travel publication
Wanderlust.
Nearly 3,000 travellers voted in the annual
awards, which are based on customer
satisfaction over the past year. New Zealand

closely by Madagascar and Namibia.
Wanderlust said New Zealand’s  breathtaking
scenery has become a favourite among film
makers, having featured in blockbusters such
as The Lord of the Rings and The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe – and was tipped to
be the location for the recently announced
Hobbit films.received 96.86% satisfaction followed

This award follows New Zealand’s win for Best Holiday Destination Worldwide
as voted by readers of Britain’s Daily Telegraph newspaper last November.

YHA Wellington City Wins Second Hoscar
YHA’s Wellington City Hostel has been
named Oceania’s top backpacker hostel for
the second year running, in the 6th Annual
‘Hoscar’ Awards held by international
backpacking website Hostelworld.com.
More than 600,000 backpackers voted in the
global survey. The winning hostels were
selected from over 15,000 listed on the
online booking website.
Hostels were judged on six criteria -
character, security, location, staff, fun-factor
and cleanliness.
Manager, Marketing and Sales, for YHA
New Zealand, Daniel Shields says “What is
so satisfying about winning this particular
award is that it is based purely on guest
ratings.  To win the award two years in a
row shows we continue to delight our guests.
And in such a competitive market winning
means we’re actually a better hostel than we
were a year ago.”

Ohtel Just Weeks from Opening
Ohtel, Wellington’s 10-room boutique
luxury hotel is now less than three weeks
away from opening.
Ohtel still has limited space available for
those coming to the capital for the
International Arts Festival (22FEB-
16MAR), the Black Caps vs England Cricket
Test 13-18MAR and the Rock2Wgtn
Concert 22-23MAR.
The travel industry is invited to drop in for
coffee and they’ll happily show you around.
Click Here for details of this exceptional
new property. 
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Year of the (dead) Rat in Milford Sound

Nature Guide Richard
Heyward checking stoat

Fiordland Crested
Penguins and other
birdlife from stoats
and rats.
The penguins come
to Milford Sound
annually to nest and
raise their chicks –
and they are
p a r t i c u l a r l y
vulnerable at this time.
“Right now, we have
them here moulting,”

Real Journeys nature guide Richard Heyward says. “But from
late July through to late November, the penguins are raising their
young, and at this stage the penguins – especially their chicks –
are susceptible to predation.”
Known as Groucho Marx Penguins because of their distinctive
bushy eyebrows, Fiordland Crested Penguins are one of the
world’s rarest penguins. There are only about 2,500 breeding
pairs left.
The main known land predator of Fiordland Crested Penguins is
stoats, which take both adults and chicks – particularly during
the nesting period. Real Journeys maintains a line of stoat traps
in Milford Sound, with additional traps close to nesting sites.
In total the company now has 24 traps in the area. Staff check the
traps regularly to clear them and set new bait.
“The nests are pretty vulnerable and we want to do all we can to
ensure the survival of this unique species in Milford Sound,” Mr
Heyward says. “The great thing about this sort of trapping is that
both staff and visitors get to really see the benefits – more birdlife
in Milford Sound.”

It may be the Chinese Year of the Rat, but 2008 is not looking
positive for furry little rodents (and their stoat cousins) in
Milford Sound.
Tourism company Real Journeys has just installed 10 new traps
in Milford Sound as part of an expansion of its ongoing predator-
control programme in the area. The traps aim to protect rare

Grand Pacific Tours Releases Main Brochures
New Zealand luxury coach holiday specialist Grand Pacific
Tours has released its two main brochures for 2008-09 – Luxury
Coach Holidays and Fully Escorted Rail/Coach Holidays.
Both have been completely redesigned to provide easy to read
guides to luxury coach touring and feature two full pages clearly
highlighting all the benefits travellers will experience when
travelling on an all inclusive Grand Pacific Tour.
Every tour now includes a quick reference for clients to see at
a glance exactly what ‘one low price includes’, such as the
many prepaid attractions, touring inclusions and meals.
The 2008 /2009 New Zealand Luxury Coach Holidays brochure
offers a range of tours and all include airfare, accommodation,
sightseeing, attractions and most meals.
The 19-day fully escorted Rail/Coach tour brochure has now
expanded from eight to 12 pages. This tour still incorporates

five breathtaking rail journeys and four
spectacular cruises, representing excellent value
for money.
Grand Pacific Tours also has a range of special
interest tours which combine coach touring with
key events like Warbirds Over Wanaka, an 18-
day Lawn Bowls Tour, a 19-day Steam Train
Journey and the 12-day South Island Garden Tour.
The company recently launched a fully escorted,
5 star Ultimate New Zealand Experience which
will seduce all discerning travellers who
appreciate the pinnacle in comfort and style.
For further info or a brochure kit visit
www.grandpacifictours.com or call 0800 444 673.

AUSTRALIA

2-4-1 Magic Summer Special
Magic Travellers Network has announces its 2-for-1 Summer
Special – a two for the price of one offer on selected National
Transport Passes, the New Zealand Encounter, Magic
Adventure and Navigator Pass.
Transport passes must be booked by 29FEB08 and the offer
is valid off the full pass price only.
Magic Travellers Network operates a hop on, hop off
backpacker coach service around New Zealand, offering
pickups from hostels along the route.  The driver/guides
provide entertaining commentary and an accommodation and
activity booking service.
Magic Travellers Network is Qualmark endorsed and operated
by Tourmasters South Pacific, a member of ITOC.
Call Sally Grbin on 09-358 5600 or email
sally@magicbus.co.nz

Pic: Real Journeys Competition Returns to Canberra Route
Virgin Blue Capital Jet flights began operations last week
between Canberra and Sydney. Aimed at capturing some of
the corporate and Government traffic on the route, Virgin Blue
is offering eight flights a day using its new Embraer E-Jets, a
lounge facility at CBR and, soon, a premium economy in-
flight option.
The federal government has instructed its departments and
agencies to use DJ and any other smaller airlines for at least
25% of their business-related travel, and required them to
furnish quarterly travel returns.
Footnote: Virgin Blue last week offered one-cent fares to
promote its new Sydney-Port Macquarie E-jet flights and has
also begun using the jets on flights to Albury/Wodonga.

The controversial A$180 million ‘Bloody Hell’ ad campaign

is about to be binned, having been less than successful,

and Tourism Australia is working on something new.
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“We want your company....”
FREEPHONE   0800  538-466

Contact Details:
Tel: 09 275 4100
Fax: 09 275 3291
PO Box 53-051

Auckland
International Airport

www.jetpark.co.nz

� Free 24-hour
Airport Transfers

� 24-hour Reception,
Porterage  & Room Service

� Qualmark Four-Star Rating

� Closest hotel to Auckland
International Airport

� Not on flight paths

45 Deluxe Rooms dedicated
to the Corporate Market

�

� Complimentary 14-day
Car Storage

� Rental Cars Available at
Jet Park Hotel 24 hours

IN FLIGHT UPDATE  FEBRUARY 2008

Email : reservations@jetpark.co.nz

The management and staff of Jet Park Hotel wish all of
our loyal guests, travel agents, and corporate clients a
very Happy New Year.   We look forward to being your
Auckland Airport Residence for 2008!

A year of celebration!
2008 will be an eventful year for Jet Park Hotel and we invite you all
to share in our celebrations!  Firstly, the new development of a South
Wing comprising of 45 deluxe rooms is anticipated for opening in July
this year.  Building work has progressed exceptionally well and work
on the interior aspects has begun.  These rooms will be similar to our

Come dine with us
You may already be thinking about arranging corporate functions, a Valentine’s
day dinner, a business lunch, dinner you need to host, or even a family event.
Our newly expanded restaurant has seating capacity to host large buffet
dinners for up to 65 guests.
We pride ourselves in providing an À la carte dining experience suitable for any type of
occasion.  We can create set menus and degustation menus with wine matches to suit.

Conferencing rooms are alsoSubscribe at
www.jetpark.co.nz
If you are interested in receiving
regular updates and promotional
information from us please visit
our website and click on the
“Join our mailing list” link which
can be found on the bottom of
each page.

deluxe style rooms, with upgraded technological
capability for business travelers, comfortable
modern furnishings, space to relax, LCD televisions
and all the usual amenities and facilities that are
included in an up-market hotel room.  These rooms
have been designed for the conference guest,
business traveler, and those who demand quality.
These rooms are priced at the same rate as our
deluxe rooms.
There will also be a few apartment type suites
featuring arguably the most stylish and sophisticated

rooms in the Auckland Airport area.  This is of real benefit for guests
who prefer to stay closer to the airport but who don’t compromise
on quality (or value for money).
We are also celebrating our 10th year in operation in June.  The hotel
was opened in 1998 and has remained a stand-alone, family run
business since then.  The hotel has moved from strength to strength
with regular expansions and ‘refurbs’ and relies on a team of fantastic
staff for its success.
More celebratory event info to come!

Did you know
that our
restaurant over
the years has
won several
awards including:

Hallmark Gold Award for Excellence in Beef and Lamb
1999-2007, HANZ Award for the Best beef in NZ 2004
and Runner up Best Beef and Lamb in NZ 2005, Top 100
wine list awards 2006 and Over 80 medals at the last 7
culinary expos?   We are definitely not your ordinary hotel
restaurant and would like you to take some time this year
to enjoy a meal with us for whatever reason you decide.

Te Maroro - Definitely
not your ordinary

hotel restaurant

available, we have a full range of catering
options as well as technology, set-ups, and
spaces that can be arranged to suit your
needs.  Our maximum capacity is 60
people seated theatre style.  Please feel
free to contact Rob Charlesworth to
discuss your conferencing ideas.
conference@jetpark.co.nz
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South Australia Cruise Season
The Portuguese-registered cruise liner MV Funchal will be
based in Adelaide early in 2009 to operate a series of five cruises
in South Australian waters.

The 550-passenger, three-star ship will begin its first Adelaide
season following on a 6-night cruise from Fremantle to Outer
Harbor via Albany and Esperance next January.
The five cruises from Adelaide will showcase SA’s spectacular
coastline and offshore waters, with a Kangaroo Island cruise,
in particular, expected to generate strong interstate and
international interest.
Adelaide-based tourism operator Proud Australia has secured
a lease on the Funchal after negotiations with owners Classic
International Cruises.
If successful, the liner’s operators expect the 9,500-ton Funchal
to be based in Adelaide on a regular basis for longer summer
sailings.
The South Australian Tourism Commission will support the
venture with a marketing and promotional campaign.
CIC Australia Managing Director Grant Hunter said the senior
staff are virtually all Portuguese and the ship’s decor reflects
its European heritage.

Malaysia-based low cost carrier AirAsia X has reportedly

sold more than 60,000 tickets from Asia to the Gold Coast

since it launched in November, and newly released figures

show that 45% of passengers were destined for the Gold

Coast, 35% for Brisbane and the remainder used the city as

the gateway for other places in Australia.

Greyhound to Service Australia Zoo
Greyhound Australia has struck a three-year deal with the Irwin
family’s Australia Zoo that will see Greyhound coaches
progressively replace Australia Zoo’s existing nine-bus fleet
which is used to pick up and drop off passengers from hotels
around SE Queensland. The coaches will carry joint branding.

Big Kart Track Silver Anniversary
The Big Kart Track near Caloundra on the Sunshine Coast is
celebrating 25 years of operation on 01-02MAR, with visitors
able to try their go-karting skills on the state-of-the art
Millennium surface with a 25-minute ride for A$25, the price
from 25 years ago.
The attraction has seen the likes of Prince Harry, Steve Irwin,
Mick Doohan, Wally Lewis and John Eales pushing the pedal
around the hair-raising hairpins and super-charged straights on
what is the largest commercial go-kart track in Australia.
The Big Kart Track is also home to the Bungy Bullet, which
can shoot patrons 50 metres into the air in one second at a
speed of 4Gs. www.bigkart.com.au.

The Homestead at El Questro Wilderness Park is currently

undergoing a $1.9 million refurbishment and redesign. The

upgrade will see changes to all bathroom areas, new

furniture for all rooms, a complete repaint and a new 24-

hour self-service bar, similar to the Bedarra Island product.

Voyages advises that room configurations have recently

been amended at Alice Springs Resort, Kings Canyon

Resort, Desert Gardens Hotel at Ayers Rock Resort, Lizard

Island, Bedarra Island, Wilson Island, Brampton Island and

Cradle Mountain Lodge.  In some cases bedding and

maximum capacity have changed. Please see the Voyages

trade website for updated details.

SOUTH PACIFICVoyages Hotels and Resorts is to launch a $1.8 million full-

service spa facility at Ayers Rock Resort. Still in its initial

construction stages, the spa will be built at Sails in the

Desert Hotel.

La Promenade in Noumea offers 50% off
La Promenade, Noumea’s newest luxury apartment hotel, is
offering 50% off all room types including Studio, 1, 2 and 3
bedroom apartments for sales until 05MAR08 and travel until
31MAR08.
The hotel is ideally located across from the Anse Vata beaches
and is within easy walking distance of the lively Baie Des
Citrons. For further info email info@planetmarketing.co.nz for
a brochure or check the website on www.lapromenade.nc

Vanuatu Visitor Stats
Total visitor arrivals to Vanuatu for DEC07 were 7720, up 7%
on DEC06. The Calendar 2007 total was 81,345 compared to
68,179 in 2006, an increase of 19%.
Visitor arrivals in DEC07 from New Zealand were down 2.4%
on DEC06 and other source markets showing a decline were
North America (-8.5%), Japan (-8%) and New Caledonia (-8%).
Growth came from Australia (9%), Europe 6%, Other Countries
(12%), and Other Pacific Countries (5%). The average length
of stay for visitors was 10.7 nights and their average age was
35.5 years.
Cruise ship visitor arrivals increased by 24% over DEC06.

Vanuatu Marlin Classic 2008
The organizing committee of the Vanuatu Marlin Classic has
announced important dates for the 2008 event. A flexible fishing
schedule has been developed to help individuals and teams cope
with the limitations of both air travel and their personal
schedules.
Competition fishing will take place over a seven-day period
08-14JUN08. Each entry will be allowed to fish any three days
of their choosing during this period with one important
constraint; fishing days must be designated at the time of
registration. Late entries will not be afforded the luxury of
choosing dates but will instead fish dates set by the committee.
Click Here for a detailed schedule.
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Breakas Update
Breakas Beach Resort and Villas in Port Vila has
opened a further six Sunset Ocean View Fares on
the beach, bringing the total number of fares to
36. With the villas nearing completion on the
esplanade, the resort will have a capacity of 57
double rooms.
Guest chef Mario Alfieri, from Brisbane’s The
Dining Room, has completed training and
inspiring award winning Breakas head chef Obed
Kaluatman and his kitchen staff and ‘truly
delicious’ Italian cuisine is now on the menu.
Michael Johnson has returned to the hospitality
industry as the new General Manager of Breakas
after a lengthy stint in New Zealand building bars
and nightclubs and cooking for Oracle BMW
Racing in the USA. He cut his teeth in the industry
as a teenager at his parent’s hotel The Kaiviti and
has a great deal of experience working in Vanuatu.

Jetstar Asia to Macau
Singapore-based low cost airline Jetstar Asia has launched daily flights between Singapore
and Macau. The move brings the number of carriers serving Macau International Airport
to 15, and the number of routes to 25. The airport’s annual passenger volume is now 5.49
million, with Southeast Asian routes up to 24% of overall market share.
Jetstar Asia and its sister airline ValuAir operate a network of 14 cities in Asia hubbing
over Singapore Changi Terminal One, and will be able to channel traffic from beyond
Singapore to Macau. Jetstar Asia has just launched daily flights between Singapore and
Kuala Lumpur.

Hong Kong’s Record High
Hong Kong’s visitor arrivals in 2007 reached a
record high of 28.1 million, up nearly 12% on
2006. The Hong Kong Tourism Board says all
long- and short-haul market regions showed
positive gain in 2007. Arrivals from Mainland
China passed the 15-million mark for the first time
and among the long-haul market regions, Europe,
Africa & the Middle East led the field, with
arrivals growing by 14% to 2.2 million, followed
by The Americas and Australia, New Zealand &
South Pacific.
Arrivals from Australia, New Zealand & South
Pacific reached a new high of 756,964 in 2007, a
13.4% rise over the previous year.  Of these,
633,599 came from Australia, 12.4% more than
in 2006, while New Zealand provided a further
117,215, a 19.9% increase.  December arrivals
from the region reached 72,153, a rise of 14.2%,
with Australia recording 61,019 arrivals for the
month and New Zealand at 10,604.
Most long-haul visitors stayed one night or more,
including 79% those from our region.

HK Hotels Yield Improvement
Occupancy for top-tariff hotels averaged 84% in
2007, a one-percentage-point decrease over 2006,
while those in the second and third tiers reached
88% and 86%, as compared with 88% and 87%
in the previous year.  Hotels in Yau Ma Tei/Mong
Kok achieved the highest average occupancy over
the year, at 90%.
The average achieved hotel room rate across all
hotel categories and districts in 2007 was
HK$1,215, a 11.4% improvement on the 2006
figure.

China Cruise Offer Extended
World Journeys reports that its Viking River Cruises China offer, due to expire 14FEB, has
been extended.  New bookings on any available 2008 departure of Imperial Jewels or
Cultural Delights itineraries attract a discount of US$1000 per cabin when paid in full by
31MAR08.  Clients can take advantage of the currently strong NZD by paying in USD at
the World Journeys rate of the day.  Call 09-360 7311.

Sarawak & Borneo Savings
Book now and save 15% on two itineraries in
Sarawak and Borneo, for travel in FEB08 and
MAR08.
Sarawak Explorer, 7 days, now from $1,560pp
share twin. Kuching, Semmenggah Orang Utan
Centre, Bako National Park, Miri and Mulu
National Park.
Backroads of Borneo, 4 days, now from $934pp
share twin.  Brunei, Temburong, Tenom, Beaufort
and Kota Kinabalu.
Price includes: accommodation, transportation,
meals & sightseeing as per itinerary & English
speaking local tour guide.  For more info phone
Adventure World on 09-522 5946.
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“Window On Brunei” Transit Tour Programme
Royal Brunei Airlines in conjunction with Brunei Tourism
Board has launched a “Window on Brunei” Transit Tour
Programme.
The programme offers passengers who are in transit for more
than four hours at Brunei International Airport a complimentary
city tour that gives a brief glimpse of what Brunei can offer.
Passengers who wish to remain at the airport during their four-
hour transit may instead take a voucher for a complimentary
set meal at the Coffee Garden in the departure hall at Brunei
International Airport.
Transit tours will run four times a day, taking passengers to a
selection of tourist attractions including Bandar Seri Begawan’s
waterfront that overlooks Kampong Ayer, Yayasan Shopping
Centre, Sultan Omar Ali Saifuddien Mosque, Istana Nurul Iman
and Sumbangsih Mulia.

Bengal to Develop Tea Tourism
Bengali tourism authorities are working on developing an
integrated tea tourism circuit, with suitable infrastructure and
accommodation set up in eight areas in North Bengal by the
end of this year.
The tourism potential of visits to tea gardens to see leaf picking
and processing, and to enjoy the scenic surrounds has prompted
plans for public private partnerships and luxury tented
accommodation.
The state government has been requested to amend the Land
Ceiling Act to enable tea gardens to utilise five per cent of their
total land for tea tourism and horticulture.

Indonesia Changes Rules
Indonesia’s Transportation Ministry is to impose new rules to
‘strengthen’ its domestic airlines. The country’s 195 domestic
routes are already served by a total of 15 domestic carriers,
with more in the wings, having obtained permits to operate but
yet to secure aircraft.
It seems that of the lot, only Garuda and Merpati actually own
some aircraft, with the others all leasing their fleets.The new
rules will mean that new applicants will have to own at least
two planes in order to operate. Twelve months after the
regulation is enacted, all existing airlines will have to meet the
same requirement.
Critics of the proposed legislation say the government should
focus more on efforts to meet international safety standards.

‘Asia’s World City’ B777
Cathay Pacific Airways last week welcomed its latest
aircraft, the sixth of 30 777-300ERs being delivered to
Cathay by 2012. It carries on its fuselage the striking logo
of the “flying dragon”, complemented by the “Asia’s world
city” Hong Kong brand line. From afar, the dragon, which
symbolises the spirit of Hong Kong and its people, is seen
soaring over the green waves, which depicts the lands and
oceans of the world. This is the second CX aircraft to be
painted in “Asia’s world city” colours – the first, a B747-
400, was unveiled in JUL02.

Kung Hei Fat Choi

Year of the Rat

Canada Connections
Selling unique and luxury product in Canada was the focus
of World Journeys’ al fresco agent lunch at their Ponsonby
villa, with representatives from Rocky Mountaineer
Vacations, Brewster, Anderson Vacations, Tourism BC,
Travel Alberta, Tourism Calgary and Icefield Helicopter
Tours giving short sharp presentations on their unique
selling points that appeal to the high-end of the market.
Lunch in the private garden at World Journeys included
welcome Maple-tini cocktails, Canuck Chook, blueberry
pancakes, and authentic Nanaimo bars to finish.
Director Kim Houston says “Although this is still our first
year of business as World Journeys, we are amazed by the
volume of really high-end luxury bookings to Canada that
are coming in, so we are keen to ensure key agents are
aware of this type of product.  Several agents mentioned
that in particular they were blown-away by some of the
amazing luxury lodges featured”.

From left: Murray Atherton – Rocky Mountaineer; Jill
Gothard – Bon Voyage; Tasi Afitu – American Express
Platinum; Fred Sparksman – Travel Alberta. 
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LAST 10 DAYS

SAVE 5%
(Plus some special deals on offer)

Hurry! Book & Pay by 20 Feb
CLICK HERE

Last Minute TrekAmerica
Save 10% on the 21-day Southerner camping/lodging trip,
departing New York for Los Angeles on 04MAR08 from $2,460.
Travel via Washington DC, the Appalachian Mountains,
Nashville, Memphis, New Orleans, Texas, San Antonio, Big
Bend NP, El Paso, Tombstone, Wild West Cowboy Camp,
Monument Valley, Grand Canyon NP, Las Vegas and Death
Valley NP.
Save 5% on these TrekAmerica or Footloose small group trips.

10-day Northeast BLT, departing New York 18APR08, from
$1,850.
10-day National Parks Walk, departing Las Vegas 18APR08,
from $1,944.
13-day Western Dream, departing San Francisco 22APR08, from
$2,043.
21-day Westerner 3, departing Los Angeles 25APR08, from
$2,834.
21-day Rocky Mountain High, departing Los Angeles 06MAY08,
from $2,619.
28-day Transcontinental North, departing Los Angeles
11MAY08, from $3,671.

The respective saving is reflected in the above prices. New
bookings only. Conversion of existing bookings not allowed.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Call Adventure World
on 09-522 5944.

Hotelier Bill Marriott and hotelier/Studio 54 nightclub
owner Ian Schrager have teamed up to develop a new
boutique hotel chain, which they have decided to call
Edition.   Nine locations in what the pair hopes will develop
into a 100-hotel chain have been announced.  The first
Edition will open in 2010 in Paris, followed soon after by
one in South Beach Miami. Others include DC, two in LA,
Chicago, Scottsdale, Costa Rica and Madrid.

PUT QUEENSTOWN ON THE GLOBAL MONOPOLY BOARD

VOTE DAILY
by clicking here and logging in

Your votes will help get New Zealand’s alpine resort onto the
Monopoly Here & Now: World Edition game board

AFRICA / MID EAST

The remodelled Airport of San Cristóbal in the Galapagos
Islands reopened this week after an 11-month closure to
completely repave the runway and renovate the Terminal.
World Journeys offers a range of Galapagos Island cruises
from NZ$2063pp share twin (3 nights) and says that its
itineraries will adjust accordingly.

Over  5,000 of you will be reading this.  If you know of
anyone else in the trade who’d like to get TravelMemo,

tell them they can sign up at www.travelmemo.co.nz

Silk Road Inspiration for Kuwait
There are visionary plans to build a US$77 billion ‘City of
Silk’ in Kuwait, creating a major free trade zone in Subbiya on
the northernmost tip of Kuwait Bay hard by the Iraqi border,
linking central Asia with Europe. Inspired by the Silk Road,
the new city aims to revive the ancient trade route.
Built across 200sq km, it will comprise four precincts - a city
of commerce, a city of leisure and recreation, a city of ecology
and a city of diplomacy and education. When completed in
2030, it will house 750,000 people, and will be linked to Kuwait
City by a 26km causeway.
If it all happens, the city’s landmark centrepiece will be a 1001-
metre Mubarak Tower (that’s 300m higher than Dubai’s Burj

al Arab) featuring three
blades near the top.
They will carry a
mosque, a church and
a synagogue to signify
the unity of the three
monotheistic religions.
The leisure city will
house an international-
standard Olympic

village while the education and diplomacy city will house
several universities and is also expected to be home to a number
of foreign missions.
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bmi market fares

Through check of baggage

Two date changes FOC

Minimum one coupon

Sales with any outbound carrier ex New Zealand

click here for details

now offer ....

�

�

�

�

SAA “Purrfect” Short-Life Fares
SAA has released short-life “Purrfect”
special fares from New Zealand to South
Africa.
The fares starts from $2086* return,
including fuel surcharges but excluding
government taxes, from AKL, WLG &
CHC to Johannesburg, Cape Town, Port
Elizabeth, Durban and East London.
Departures are permitted from 01MAY to
14NOV08, with sales permitted until
17FEB. Other destinations in Africa are
available and side-trips can be purchased
from Johannesburg and Durban to a variety
of points in Africa in conjunction with the
base fare.
For further details Agents should refer to
CRS fare displays or contact SAA on Tel
09 977 2237
* Total fare including fuel surcharge may
differ subject to currency fluctuations

Iran Tourism Online
The Tourism Industry Association of Iran
has launched a new and enhanced website
– www.irpedia.com – to promote Iran as a
travel destination. Back in the 1960s and
1970s, Iran was an established must-see for
world travellers, with many Kiwis opting
to visit Tehran, Esfahan and Shiraz on their
world trips. With over 3000 years of history,
the former Persia has rich ruins, distinctive
blue-tiled Islamic architecture, gardens and
modern cities. Iran offers geographical
variety too - a 1,500km coastline, 5000m
mountains, deserts and the great Caspian
Sea.

Kenya Tourist Board Update
The Kenya Tourist Board reports that, as of
Tuesday, the security situation in Kenya is now
reported to be calmer in those areas in the
western corner of the country which have
experienced ethnic clashes in recent days.
In the tourist areas all continues calm and
unchanged with no problems reported affecting
any tourist visitors to the international hotels in
Nairobi, the beach resorts at the coast and the
wildlife parks and reserves.
The route to the Mara past Narok town continues
to be used by tourist vehicles without any
problems reported. The Senior Warden for Masai
Mara National Reserve has also confirmed that
security patrols have been put in place both on
the approach to and exit from Narok town as an

8 days in Jordan from $1,348 pp
Your clients can rejuvenate and relax at one
of Jordan’s most famous sights - the Dead
Sea, and Adventure World has an 8-day
package that allows them to experience the
magic of its waters while picking and
choosing Spa treatments.
Trip highlights: Amman, the Dead Sea, the
Greco-Roman city of Jerash, the rose-red city
of Petra and Mt Nebo.
Dead Sea Spa Hotel, 4-star, from $1,348pp
share twin including breakfast. Travel 01-
29FEB08.
Movenpick Hotel, 5-star, from $1,638pp
share twin including breakfast.  Travel
01FEB-15MAR08. Call AW on 09-522 5946
for details.

additional measure to ensure the safety of
tourists.
Naivasha and Nakuru: Tourist vehicles continue
travelling to Lake Naivasha, through Naivasha
town and onwards to Lake Nakuru National
Park. Throughout the past four weeks Lake
Nakuru National Park has remained secure and
safe for visitors with KWS rangers on duty to
patrol the park.
Mombasa: The security situation in Mombasa
town has been calm and peaceful for a
continuous period over the past two weeks and
it is generally calm throughout the coast
province.
The Kenya Tourism Federation continues to
monitor the security situation to ensure that any

areas considered unsafe for tourists are avoided.
While the beach resorts, the safari circuit, the
airports in Nairobi and the highways between
them to the Nairobi international hotels are
considered safe for visitors at the present time,
many other areas continue to be off-limits for
tourists until further notice:
The Kenya Tourism Federation continues to
recommend that for the time being visitors
should avoid the following areas where there
have been sporadic incidents of civil unrest in
recent weeks:
Nyanza Province, Western Province, and the
western area of Rift Valley Province - places
not normally visited by tourists.
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OUT

Brochures: www.travelexpress.co.nz
Bentours NZ Rep: Carol - Ph (09) 418 3274
Free Phone: 0800 443 510

NOW

www.bentours.com.au

Hurtigruten’s
Norwegian Coastal Voyage
Antarctica & Chilean Fjords
Greenland, Iceland,
Spitsbergen & North Pole
European River Cruises

Italy First with new AGV Trains
Italy’s new railway operator, NTV, has placed firm orders for 25 Alstom
AGV trains, with options for 10 more, with delivery from 2010
onwards.
This week, Alstom unveiled the prototype of the AGV (Automotrice
Grande Vitesse), its latest, new generation high speed train. This single
deck train incorporates TGV-style articulated carriages and a new
distributed drive system. The train motors are located on the bogies,
which in turn are positioned between the carriages. This eliminates
the need for locomotives, significantly increases the potential number
of seats, cuts energy consumption by 15% and provides the highest
levels of safety. It also gives operators the flexibility to run trains of 7
to 14 carriages, and from 250 to 650 seats.
The AGV, which has been designed to reach a commercial speed of
360km/h, has already set the world rail speed record: 574.8km/h.

    Savings with Viking River Cruises
Your clients can save up to $918 per couple on selected Viking River
Cruises in Europe if they book with Adventure World by 14FEB08.
Choose between a 12-day Paris to Prague cruise on selected dates in
MAY, JUN, JUL and AUG08; and an 8-day Danube Delight from
Passau to Vienna or vice versa on 18NOV or 25NOV and 23DEC08.
The Paris to Prague cruise starts from $4,395pp share twin and the
Danube Delight trip starts from $2,075pp share twin. Both cruises
include shipboard accommodation with river views, hotel
accommodation where applicable, all main meals, entry fees & shore
excursions and port charges. Call Adventure World on 09-524 5118.

AVIATIONEUROPE

Travellers on Emirates’ latest Boeing 777-300ER flying on

the airline’s daily Auckland-Brisbane-Dubai route from this

week became the first in New Zealand to experience the

airline’s premium lie-flat seats in Business Class.

The seats have a 72in pitch that reclines to form a 78in lie-

flat bed with an integrated passenger seat controller

(touch screen) for controlling massager, privacy partition,

backrest recline, seat pan extension, footrest extension,

leg rest extension and lumbar support.

SkyTeam Exploits LHR Open Skies
As of 30MAR08 when the EU-U.S. open skies agreement
takes effect, Continental, Delta and Northwest will begin
serving LHR, the first U.S. airlines to gain new entry to
the airport for the first time since 1991.
From then, the SkyTeam alliance will offer in total 11 new
daily frequencies through eight new nonstop routes
between the U.S. and LHR, including:
• Daily service between LHR and Los Angeles (operated
by Air France with Delta codesharing);
• Twice-daily service between LHR and Houston (operated
by Continental);
• Daily service between LHR and Atlanta (operated by
Delta with Air France codesharing);
• Service between LHR and  New York (twice-daily to JFK
operated by Delta with Air France codesharing, and twice-
daily service to EWR operated by Continental); and
• Daily service between LHR and Detroit, Minneapolis,
and Seattle (operated by Northwest with KLM
codesharing).
Continental, Delta and Northwest will join KLM and Kenya
Airways in Heathrow’s Terminal 4.SIA A380 to London

The Singapore Airlines Airbus A380 begins flying the
Singapore-London route from 18MAR after the carrier
takes delivery of its third A380. It will be the first-ever
A380 commercial service into Europe.
Customers who hold ticketed bookings on flights to be
operated by the A380 will be automatically
accommodated on the new aircraft without any change
required to their tickets. Customers holding bookings,
but not yet ticketed, will need to check if there have
been changes to their fares as a result of the aircraft
change.
Fare releases (A380 Suite or Business Class via Sydney,
and UK/Europe Square Fare) relating to A380 flights
are now available on SQ’s Information Portal.
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Delta Air Lines has reported 2007 pre-tax income of US$1.8
billion. Excluding reorganisation-related and certain items,
pre-tax income was US$625 million, a US$1.1 billion
improvement compared to 2006. Due to a 26% rise in fuel
price, Delta reported a pre-tax loss for the fourth quarter
of US$105 million.
The airline ended the year with US$3.8 billion in unrestricted
liquidity.

Hawaiian Airlines has signed a def initive purchase
agreement with Airbus to acquire six wide-body A330-200
aircraft and six A350XWB-800 (Extra Wide-Body) aircraft,
and purchase rights for an additional six A330-200s and six
A350XWB-800s for deliveries between 2012 and 2020. It is
the first step in a phased fleet plan designed to replace
Hawaiian’s current wide-body fleet of 18 aircraft, expand
its long-range fleet, and enable it to open new routes to
more distant markets on a nonstop basis from Hawaii.

United Airlines will charge economy passengers travelling
on discounted fares on its North American network US$25
to check a second bag beginning May 5. The fee will apply
to passengers buying nonrefundable economy tickets who
do not have status in either UA’s loyalty program or that of
a Star Alliance partner. It will apply to domestic flights and
service to Canada and also some Caribbean destinations.
UA says the new policy should generate more than US$100
million in annual cost savings and new revenue.

Indonesian police have charged the Garuda pilot who
crashed a Boeing 737 at Yogyakarta airport last year, killing
21 people including five Australians. An official air safety
report found the pilot ignored 15 warnings not to land as
the jet came into Yogyakarta at twice the normal speed.

Don’t hold your breath waiting for the much-hyped
hypersonic A2 passenger aircraft with a top speed of Mach
5. It’s 25 years away if it happens.

CRUISING

Air Niugini is now “e-ticketable” from N.Z. for all Galileo
and Amadeus CRS users. Air Niugini entered BSP New
Zealand late last year and any Agents interested in applying
for PX BSP ticketing authority should email their request
to airniugini@walshegroup.co.nz

Get Onboard Cruise Council Training in New Zealand
ICCA  - The International Cruise Council Australasia is running
training sessions in Auckland and Tauranga this month.
To be held in the Hotel Grand Chancellor in Auckland on 14-
15FEB and at the Port of Tauranga 18-19FEB, both training
sessions will include onboard ship inspections worth an
additional 10 points towards agent accreditation.
The two-day sessions will provide participants with an
introduction to cruising, including selling techniques and an
overview of Cruise Council member cruise lines, as well as
seminars focusing on European cruising and presentation skills.
Council General Manager Brett Jardine says a few places are
still available at each training session for keen travel agents.
“Our training sessions program provide a solid framework for
travel agents new to the industry to build their cruise knowledge,
as well as giving more experienced travel agents a fresh look at
the industry’s growth and potential,” Mr Jardine said.
Attending the two-day course and completing the ship
inspection will give participating travel agents 85 of the 100
points required to become an accredited Cruise Council member.
Agents can collect the remaining 15 points by pursuing further
industry training such as online training or program launches
endorsed by the Council, inspecting a visiting ship when in
port or taking a cruise holiday or a familiarisation trip.
The two-day Cruise Council training session comprises four
modules priced at $85 per module. The Auckland course
includes a shipboard inspection of Sapphire Princess on 14FEB
while Tauranga participants will inspect Sun Princess on
19FEB.
For more details on the Cruise Council and its training or
bookings visit www.cruising.org.nz

Cruise the Yangtze & Save
Your clients can save up to $1,428 per cabin ($714pp) on two
Viking River Cruises in China, sailing between March and
November 2008.  The sales period has been extended from
14FEB through to 31MAR08, and to receive the early booking
saving, your client must book and pay in full by 31MAR08.
The 12-day Imperial Jewels of China is now from $3,142pp
share twin and features a 6-day Yangtze Cruise Chongqing to
Wuhan via the Lesser Three Gorges & Three Gorges and Dam.
Trip highlights include the sights of Beijing; the Terracotta
Warriors in Xian; and wandering along the Bund in Shanghai.
The 16-day China Cultural Delights is now from $4,141pp share
twin and features a 10-day Yangtze Cruise from Nanjing to
Chongqing via Mt Jiu Hua, Jingdezhen, Wuhan, Dongting Lake,
Three Gorges Dam, Lesser Three Gorges & Three Gorges and
Shibaozhai.  Along with the main sights of Shanghai, Xian and
Beijing. Call Adventure World on 09-524 5118.

Pride of Hawai’i Europe Bound
The NCL America ship Pride of Hawai’i has ended its weekly
interisland cruise service and begun its journey for a new
assignment in Europe under the new name Norwegian Jade.
According to the Honolulu Advertiser, it leaves in its wake lost
economic opportunity of as much as US$542 million a year.
Local tour companies say they will feel the loss from no longer
seeing the guaranteed 2,200 passengers a week that the ship
delivered into places like Hilo and Kauai. When the Pride of
Hawai’i arrived every Saturday night on the Garden Island,
between 650 and 950 passengers sat down for a lu’au, creating
jobs for more than 100 people.
NCL America announced last year it would pull the ship from
Hawai’i in the face of mounting financial losses. Last summer,
NCL Corp. said continued weakness in ticket pricing for its
Hawai’i cruise operations contributed to the company’s second
quarter US$24.6 million loss.
NCL America still has two US-flagged cruise ships, Pride of
America and Pride of Aloha, plying the Hawaiian Islands, but
says it will review its operations this year.
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ACCOMMODATION

Disney Cruise Line has decided to drop cruises in Europe in 2008 and
2009 despite the company’s successful 2007 season in the
Mediterranean with the 1,750 passenger capacity Disney Magic. The
1998-built vessel will spend this summer cruising the Mexican Riviera
from Los Angeles, while the summer of 2009 will see her sailing in the
Caribbean from Port Canaveral.

7th NZ Hotel for Best Western
Best Western has acquired its 7th hotel in New Zealand, the Best Western
Great South Road Motor Lodge in Auckland. Recently refurbished, the
property features 26 fully self-contained suites, a business conference room,
large kid’s playground, sauna, spa and swimming pool – ideally located
only 13km from Auckland Airport and 2.5km from the CBD. A complete
business centre and rental cars are available from within the hotel.

Green Globe Bronze Benchmarking for Rotorua’s Nicara
Mike & Heather Johnson’s Nicara Lodge (Qualmark 5 Star Guest & Hosted)
and Nicara Cottage (Qualmark 4 Plus Star Holiday Home), have each just
achieved Bronze benchmarking approval from Green Globe.

ENVIRONMENT

The lodge is the first five star property in the Rotorua
region to gain this status and only the second in the whole
of the North Island.  The Cottage is the only Holiday
Home in New Zealand currently benchmarked.
“We are very proud of this achievement,” says Heather.
“There is so much emphasis on sustainability these days
and so many of our guests are aware of it that we decided
we should formalise the policies that we have had in place
for some time.”

Guests at Nicara Lodge and Cottage are able to purchase a native tree which
is then planted at Hamurana Springs just a short drive from the property.
“Guests are very interested in reducing their impact and carbon footprint
these days and we are giving them an opportunity to do just that,” she adds.
“If New Zealand is to live the image of being 100% Pure then we all have
to do our bit,” says Mike Johnson. “We will internationally launch our
accreditation at ITB in Berlin in March and hopefully more five star
properties and holiday homes from Rotorua will join us in the coming year.”

INDUSTRY

“Unethical” Airlines Lumped in with Pornographers
A report in The Scotsman says airlines have been labelled
unethical by one of Britain’s biggest investment firms,
which plans to blacklist them alongside arms dealers,
pornographers and animal-testing laboratories.
Concern over the millions of tonnes of carbon dioxide
produced by commercial aircraft has prompted the
Edinburgh-based Standard Life to cease investing in
carriers such as British Airways, Ryanair and EasyJet on
behalf of tens of thousands of customers of its ethical
funds.
The move, which could prompt other fund managers to
follow suit, comes amid a fierce debate between green
campaigners and the airline industry over the true impact
of flying on the environment.
Standard Life Investments, which manages £588.5 million
through its Socially Responsible Investment (SRI) range
of funds, made the move after almost one-third of its

airline shares to be excluded.
Aviation accounts for 2% of global carbon emissions and
13% of emissions in the UK. But studies have shown
that shipping accounts for more than 5% worldwide,
prompting the aviation industry to claim it is being made
a scapegoat for climate change.
The Standard Life decision also exposes the often
arbitrary nature of ethical boycotts. The change was made
after 3,000 of the 39,000 holders of Standard Life ethical
funds took part in an annual survey. About 30 per cent of
the 3,000 respondents called for airlines to be blacklisted
– a figure described by management as “significant”.
Companies which are already avoided by Standard Life’s
ethical funds include those which manufacture pesticide
products, those which test products on animals, intensive
farming companies, pornographers, weapons
manufacturers, brewers, tobacco producers and those
which derive 3% or more of their revenue from gambling.customers who took part in an annual survey called for

First Facebook; Now SkyLounge
Many business travellers have joined Facebook and
other networking sites only to find out that they are
tagged as parents showing up at a teenage party. Now
a new network says it offers business travellers an
appropriate destination in cyberspace.
The site - www.skylounge.com - concentrates on
business travellers who want to network before,
during and after their trips. Members can see where

their contacts are at any time in the world and expand
their business network at a click.  The average
membership age is 35 and the majority of members
hold management positions.
SkyLounge does not allow any scribbling or
commenting on member profiles. The site claims to
offer a mature setting that allows members to network
with other like minded business travellers.

Stella, which recently purchased the 650-shop Global Travel Group in Britain, has had its
takeover offer for the 457-shop Worldchoice UK chain rejected in favour of a recommendation
to accept a rival bid. Elsewhere, Stella has seen the former Harvey World Travel’s corporate
spin-off CT Partners opt to go it alone, buying their way out of their joint venture.
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Official Airline Guide (OAG) and Flight Centre’s corporate
offshoot FCm have announced a strategic alliance and given
pre-launch demonstrations of their new online travel
planning and booking system at the Business Travel Show
at London’s Earls Court.
Their one-stop solution – called OAG Travel Planner Pro –
claims to be a new business travel planning application
enabling professionals to plan, book and manage multiple
trips for travellers, easily creating complex itineraries using
an intuitive system.

Club Med urges agents to look out for some stunning imagery
around Auckland as it launches promotion of its worldwide resorts
for 2008.
A series of billboards, each with different imagery, will be on
display along key thoroughfares over the next couple of months:
Newmarket; Tristram Ave on the North Shore, Victoria St, Quay
St and Fanshawe St.
The images draw inspiration from Club Med’s worldwide
locations, with the models’ clothing portraying elements of their
global offering.

New Imagery for Club Med

And the Winner is…..
Kirra Tours says it is extending “huge” congratulations to
Toshimi Kasahara from South Pacific Travellers World for
winning Kirra’s ‘Summer Bundle of Fun.’ Toshimi went
into the January draw to win the essential Summer goodies
pack by booking one of her clients onto Kirra’s 7 Day Tranz
Alpine Tour.
Says Fleur Reid: “Thank you to everyone who has booked
their clients onto one of our Coach Tours during
January….remember to continue to book as early as
possible.” For any enquiries, call the Kirra ladies tollfree
on 0508-3675 4772.
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Don’t take life too seriously; It’s not permanent

LATE BREAK

...in Stocklink’s TravelBag Envelope for Retailers
Grand Pacific Tours - brochure order form
Grand Pacific Tours - NZ Luxury Coach Holidays
Grand Pacific Tours - NZ Fully Escorted Luxury Rail / Coach Hols
Grand Pacific Tours - Ultimate NZ 15-Day South Island Experience
Bentours Cruising 2008/09
Northern Territory Discoveries 2008/09
Holidays with Kids Volume 15, 2008
Rail Plus Your World on Track 2008
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Barging Deals
Luxury barge company European Waterways has late availability
specials on selected departures of some itineraries in France,
England, Italy and Holland, mostly departing March to May 2008.
World Journeys says there are some great deals, especially a ‘book
one cabin, get the second cabin at half price’ offer. Enquire with
World Journeys (09) 360 7311.

Aitutaki businesswoman Ngatere George, owner of Rino’s

Rentals and bungalows, has been appointed as the seventh

member of the Cook Islands Tourism Board.

Intermezzo
Read about new or unique tours, travel

ideas and accommodation in TravelMemo’s

CLICK HERE
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